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NOTE 


As  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  convention  that  framed  the  new  constitution, 
were  ordered  to  be  published,  not  only  lor  the  information  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
who  were  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  new  organic  law,  but  also  to  afford  infor- 
mation to  the  bench  and  bar,  in  relation  to  the  proper  construction  of  the  various  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  it  will  not  be  inappropriate  to  publish  in  connection  theie- 
with,  those  acta  of  Congress  relative  to  the  formation  of  the  territorial  and  State 
governments  of  Iowa.  They  are  put  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Debates,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  contained  in  the  same  volume  with  the  old  and  new  constitutions, 
for  more  convenient  reference. 
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ORGANIC  LAW  OF  WISCONSIN. 


AN  ACT  establishing  the  territorial  government  of  Wisconsin. 


Be  it  enacted,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled,  That   from    and  after  the 
third  day  of  July    next,   the  country   iucluded 
wi;hin  the  following  boundaries  shall  constitute 
a  separate  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  tempora- 
ry government,  by  the  name  of  Wisconsin;  that 
is  to  say  :     Bounded  on  the  east  by  a  line  drawn 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
through  the  middle  of  Lake  Michigan,  to  a  point 
in  the  middle  of  said  lalie,  and  opposite  the  main 
channel  of  Green  Biy,  and  through  said   chan- 
nel and  Green    Bay  to  the  mouth  of  the  Meno- 
monie  river;  thence  through  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  said  river,  to  that  head  of  said 
river  nearest  to  the  Lake  of  the  Desert ;  thence 
in  a  direct  line  to  the  middle  of  said  lake  ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Montreal   river,  to  its  mouth  ;  thence  with  a  di- 
rect line  across   Lake   Superior,  to  wheie   the 
territorial  line  of  the  United  States  last  touches 
said  lake  northwest;  thence  on   the  north,  with 
the  said  territorial  line,  to  the  White-earth  river; 
on  the  west,  by  a  line  from  the  said  boundary 
line  fallowing  down  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 
nel of  White-earth  river,    to  the  Missouri   river, 
and  down  the  middle  of  the  m  liu  channel  of  the 
Missouri  river  to  a  point  due  west  from  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  State  of  Missouri  i  and  on  the 
south,  from  said    point,  due  east  to  the  north- 
west cornar  of  the  State  of  Missouri  ;  and  thence 
with  the   boundaries    of  the  States  of  Missouri 
and  Illinois,  as  already  fixed  by  acts  of  Congress. 


And  after  the  said  third  day  of  July  next,  all 
power  and  authority  of  the  government  of  Mich- 
igan in  and  over  the  territory  hereby  constituted, 
shall  c  ase  :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this 
ft  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the 
rights  of  person  or  property  now  appertaining 
to  any  Indians  within  the  said  territory,  so  long 
as  such  rights  shall  remain  unextinguished  by 
treaty  between  the  United  States  ind  such  In- 
dians, or  to  impair  the  obligations  of  any  treaty 
now  existing  between  the  United  States  and  such 
Indians,  or  to  impair  or  anywise  to  affect  the  au- 
thority of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  make  any  regulations  respecting  such  In- 
dians, th'ir  lands,  property,  or  other  rights,  by 
treaty,  or  law,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would 
have  been  competent  to  the  government  to  make 
if  this  act  had  never  been  passed  ;  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  inhibit  the  government  of  the  United 
States  from  dividing  the  territory  hereby  es- 
tablished into  one  or  more  other  territories,  in 
such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  Congress 
shall,  in  its  discretion,  deem  convenient  and 
proper,  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said 
territory  to  any  other  State  or  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
executive  power  and  authority  in  and  over  the 
said  territory  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor,  who 
shall  hold  his  ofi&ce  for  three  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.     The  governor  shall  reside  with  .1  Un- 
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%id  territory,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  i  district  for  which  they  may  be  elected.  Pre- 
the  militia  thereof,  shall  perform  the  duties  and  vious  to  the  first  election,  the  governor  of  the 
receive  the  emoluments  of  superintendent  of  I  territory  shall  cause  the  census  or  enumeration 
Indian  affairs,  and  shall  approve  of  all  laws  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  in  the 
passed  by  tbe  legislative  assembly  before  they  j  territory  to  be  taken  and  made  by  t'^e  sheriff:^  of 
shall  take  effect ;  he  may  grant  pardons  for  |  the  said  counties,  respectively,  and  returns 
oS'ences  against  the  laws  of  the  said  territory,  i  thereof  madi' by  said  sheriffs  to  the  governor, 
and  reprieves  for  offenses  against  the  laws  of  the  i  The  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
United  States,  until  tlie  decision  of  the  President  I  place,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  the 
can  be  made  known  thereon  ;  ho  shall  commis- 1  governor  shall  appoint  n,nd  direct;  and  he  shall, 
sion  all  oflicers  who  shall  be  appointed  to  office  i  at,  the  same  time,  declare  the  number  of  mem- 
under  the  laws  of  the  said  territory',  and  shall  bers  of  the  eouncil  and  house  of  representatives 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  '  to  which  each  of  the  counties  is  entitled  under 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  j  this  act.  The  number  of  persons  authorized  to 
there  shall  be  a  secretary  of  the  said  territory,  |  be  elected  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
who  shall  reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  in  eaHi  of  the  said  counties  fur  the  council  shall 
four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Pres-  !  be  declared,  by  the  said  governor,  to  be  duly 
ident  of  the  United  States  ;  he  shall  record  and  |  elected  to  the  said  council ;  and  the  person  or 
preserve  all  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  j  persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
legislative  assembly  hereinafter  constituted,  and    the  house  of  representatives,  equal  to  the  number 


all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  governor  in 
his  executive  department ;  he  shall  transmit  one 
copy  of  the  laws  and  one  copy  of  the  executive  pro. 


to  which  each  county  may  be  entitled,  shall  also 
be  declared,  by  the  governor,  to  be  duly  elected; 
Provided,  The  governor  shall  order  a  new  elec- 


ceedings  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  inDecember  I  tion  when  there  is  a  tie  between  two  or  more 
ineachyear,to  the  President  of  the  United  States:  j  persons  voted  for,  to  supply  the  vacancy  made 
and  at  the  same  lime,  two  copies  of  tbe  laws  to  by  such  tie.  And  the  persons  thus  elected  to 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for    the  legislative  assembly  shall  meet  at  such  place 


the  use  of  congress.  And  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  of 
the  governor  from  the  territory,  tbe  secretary 
shall  have,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to    execute  and  perform,   all  the  powers 


on  such  day  as  he  shall  appoint;  but,  there- 
after, the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  and 
conducting  all  elections  by  the  people,  and  the 
apportioning  the  representation  in  the  several 
counties  to  the  council  and  house  of  representa- 


and  duties  of  the  governor  during  such  vacancy  I  tives,    according  to   population,    shall    be   pre- 

or  necessary  absence.  I  scribed  by  law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  annual 

Sec.  4.     And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the    commencement  of  the  session  of  the  said  legis- 


legislative  power  shall  he  vested  in  a  governor, 
and  a  legislative  assembly.  The  legislative  as- 
sembly shall  consist  of  a  council  and  house  of 
representatives.  The  council  shall  consist  of 
thirteen  members,  having  the  qualifications  of 
voters  as  hereinafter  prescribed,  whose  term  of 
service  shall  continue  four  years.  The  house 
of  representatives  shall  consist  of  twenty-six 
members,  possessing  the  same  qualifications  as 
prescribed  for  tfie  members  of  the  council,  and 
whose  term  of  service  shall  continue  two  years. 
An  apportionment  shall  be  made,  as  nearly  equal 
as  practicable,  among  the  several  counties,  for 
the  election  of  the  council  and  representatives, 
giving  to  each  section  of  the  territory  represen- 
tation in  the  ratio  of  its  population,  Indians  ex- 
cepted, as  nearly  as  may  be.  And  the  said 
members  of  the  council  and  house  of  representa 


lative  assembly  ;  but  no  session,  in  any  year, 
shall  exceed  the  term  of  seventy-five  days. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further,  enacted,  Tliat 
every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  said  territory 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible 
to  any  office  within  the  said  territory ;  but  the 
qualifications  of  voters  at  all  subsequent  elec- 
tions shall  be  such  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
legislative  assembly  ;  Provided,  That  the  right 
of  suffrage  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  <i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
legislative  power  of  the  territory  shall  extend  to 
all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation;  but  no  law 
shall  be  passed  interfering  with  the  primary  dis- 


tiv««  shall  reside  in  and  ba  inhabitants  of  thcl  posal  of  the  soil;  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon 


WISCONSIN. 


vu 


TJERKITORIAL  G^OVEENMENT  OF  WISCONSIN. 


the  property  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property  of  res- 
idents. All  the  laws  of  the  governor  and  legis- 
lative assembly  shall  be  submitted  to,  and,  if 
disapproved  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  shall  be  null   and  of  no  effect. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
township  officers  and  all  county  officers,  except 
judicial  officers,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs, 
and  clerks  of  courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people,  in  sucli  manner  as  may  be  provided  by 
the  governor  and  legislative  assembly.  The 
governor  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  legislative  council, 
shall  appoint  all  judicial  officers,  justices  of  the 
peace,  sheriffs,  and  all  militia  officers,  except 
those  of  the  staff,  and  all  civil  officers  not  herein 
provided  for.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  re- 
cess of  the  council  shall  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ments from  the  governor,  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly ;  but  the  said  governor  may  appoint,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  aforesaid  officers,  who 
shall  hold  ther  offices  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  said  legislative  assembly. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
member  of  the  legislative  assembly  shall  hold 
or  be  appointed  to  any  cffice  created,  or  the 
salary  or  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
iacreased  whilst  he  was  a  member,  during  the 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  and 
for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such  term ; 
and  no  person  holding  a  commission  under  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  its  officers,  except  as  a 
militia  officer,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  said 
council,  or  shall  hold  any  office  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  territory. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
judicial  power  of  the  said  territory  shall  be 
vested  in  a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  pro- 
bate courts,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace.  The 
supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice, 
and  two  associate  judges,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum,  and  who  shall  hold  a  terra 
at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  said  territory, 
annually,  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior.  The  said  territory  shall  be 
divided  into  three  judicial  districts  ;  and  a  dis- 
trict coivt  or  courts  shall  be  held  in  each  of  the 
three  districts,  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
several  courts  herein  provided  for,   both  appel- 


late and  original,  and  that  of  the  probate  courts, 
and  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  limite  d 
by  law:  Provided,  however,  That  justices  of 
the  peace  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  mat- 
ter of  controversy,  when  the  title  or  boundaries 
of  land  may  be  in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or 
sum  claimed  exceeds  fifty  dollars.  And  the  said 
supreme  and  district  courts,  respectively,  shall 
possess  chancery  as  well  as  common  law  juris- 
diction. Each  district  court  shall  appoint  its 
clerk,  who  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  place 
where  the  court  may  be  held,  and  the  said  clerks 
shall  also  be  the  registers  in  chancery ;  and  any 
vacancy  in  said  office  of  clerk,  happening  in  the 
vacation  of  said  court,  may  be  filled  by  the  judge 
of  said  district,  which  appointment  shall  con- 
tinue until  the  next  term  of  said  court.  And 
writs  of  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  appeals  in 
chancery  causes,  shall  be  allowed  in  all  cases, 
from  the  final  decisions  of  the  said  district  courts 
to  the  supreme  court,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law ;  but  in  no  case  re- 
moved to  the  supreme  court,  shall  a  trial  by  jury 
be  allowed  in  said  court.  The  supreme  court 
may  appoint  its  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall 
hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  by 
which  he  shall  have  been  appointed.  And  writs 
of  error  and  appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of 
the  said  supreme  court  shall  be  allowed  and 
taken  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
estates,  where  the  value  of  the  property,  or  the 
amount  in  controversy,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  either  party,  shall  exceed 
one  thousand  dollars.  And  each  of  the  said 
district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same 
jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  as  is 
vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  first  six  days  of  every 
term  of  the  said  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
trial  of  causes  arising  under  the  said  constitu- 
tion and  laws.  '  And  writs  of  error,  and  appeals 
from  the  final  decisions  of  the  said  courts,  in  all 
such  cases,  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  territory,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other 
cases.  The  said  clerks  shall  receive,  in  all  such 
cases,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  in  the  northern 
district  of  the  State  of  New  York  receives  for 
similar  services. 

Sec.  10.     And   be   it  further   enacted,    That 


▼ill 


WISCONSIN. 


TEREIi'OKIAL  GJVERNMKXT  OF  WliSCONSlN. 


there  shall  be  an  attorney  for  the  said  territory 
appointed,  who  shall  continue  in  office  four  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President,  and 
•who  shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as 
the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Mich- 
igan territory.  There  shall  also  be  a  marshal 
for  the  territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his 
oflice  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  President,  wto  shall  execute  all  process  is- 
suing from  the  said  courts  when  exercising  their 
jurisdiction  as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  He  shall  perform  the  same 
duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and 
penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  as 
the  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  the  State  of 
New  York ;  and  shall,  ia  addition,  be  paid  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  annually,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  extra  services. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  governor,  secretary,  chief  justice,  and  as- 
sociate judges,  attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be 
nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  governor  and 
secretary,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
before  they  act  as  such  respectively,  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  some  judge  or  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  existing  territory  of  Michigan, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified  to  administer 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  constitu. 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices; 
■which  said  oaths,  when  so  taken,  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  person  before  whom  the  same  shall 
have  been  taken,  and  such  certificate  shall  be 
received  and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary 
among  the  executive  proceedings.  And  after- 
wards ihechief  justice,  and  associate  judges,  and 
all  other  civil  officers  in  said  territory,  before 
they  act  as  such,  shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affir- 
mation before  the  said  governor  or  secretary,  or 
some  judge  or  justice  of  the  territory  who  may 
be  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  which  said 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  certified  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  person  taking  the  same  to  the 
secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as  aforesaid  ; 
and,  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirmation 
shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  his  ser- 
vices as  governor  and  as  su[)erintendent  of  Indian 
affairs.     The  said   chief  justice,   and  associate 


judges,  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
eighteen  hundred  dollars.  The  secretary  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarter- 
yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 
The  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  three  dollars  each  per  day, 
during  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  thereof, 
and  three  dollars  each  for  every  twenty  miles' 
travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  said 
sessions,  estimated  according  to  the  nearest 
usually-traveled  route.  There  shall  be  appro- 
priated, annually,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  governor  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  territory, 
and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated  annuallj',  a 
sufficient  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  secretary 
of  the  territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be 
made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasui'y  of  the 
United  States,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  leg- 
islative assembly,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  and 
other  incidental  expenses  ;  and  the  secretary  of 
the  territory  shall  annually  account  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  sum  shall 
have  been  expended. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  en- 
titled to,  and  enjoy,  all  and  singular  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  and  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  the  arti- 
cles of  the  compact  contained  in  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  said  territory,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  and  shall  be  subject 
to  all  the  conditions  and  restrictions  and  pro- 
hibitions in  said  articles  of  compact  imposed 
upon  the  people  of  the  said  territory.  The  said 
inhabitants  shall  also  be  entitled  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  heretofore 
granted  and  secured  to  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  to  its  inhabitants,  and  the  existing  laws  of 
the  territory  of  Michigan  shall  be  extended  over 
said  territory,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  not  be 
incompatible  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
subject,  nevertheless,  tr  be  altered,  modified,  or 
repealed,  by  the  governor  and  legislative  assem- 
bly of  the  said  territory  of  Wisconsin  ;  and 
further,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby 
extended  over,  and  shall  be  in  force  in  said  ter- 
ritory, so  far  as  the  same,  or  any  provisions 
thereof,  may  be  applicable. 

Sec.  13.     And   be  it  further   enacted,    That 
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the  legislative  assembly  of  the  territory  of  Wis- 
consin shall  hold  its  first  session  at  such  time 
and  place  in  said  territory  as  the  governor 
thereof  shall  appoint  and  direct ;  and  at  said 
session,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  by  them 
be  deemed  expedient,  the  said  governor  and 
legislative  assembly  shall  proceed  to  locate  and 
establish  the  seat  of  government  for  said  terri- 
tory, at  such  place  as  they  may  deem  eligiblei 
■which  place,  hovrever,  shall  thereafter  be  sub- 
ject to  be  changed  by  the  said  governor  and  leg- 
islative assembly.  And  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  given  to 
the  said  territory,  v?Lich  shall  be  applied  by  the 
governor  and  legislative  assembly  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  erecting  public  buildings  at  the  seat 
of  government. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
delegate  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  may  be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to 
elect  members  of  the  legislative  assembly,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  priv- 
ileges as  have  been  granted  to  the  delegates  from 
the  several  territories  of  the  United  States  to  the 
said  house  of  representatives.  The  first  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  or 
places,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  the 
governor  shall  appoint  and  direct.  The  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
declared  by  the  governor  to  be  duly  elected,  and 
a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  person 
so  elected. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
suits,  process,  and  proceedings,  and  all  indict- 
ments and  informations   which  shall   be  unde- 


termined on  the  third  day  of  July  next,  in  the 
courts  held  by  the  additional  judge  for  the 
Michigan  territory,  in  the  counties  of  Brown  and 
Iowa ;  and  all  suits,  process  and  proceedings, 
and  all  indictments  and  informations  which 
shall  be  undetermined  on  the  said  day  of  July, 
in  the  county  courts  of  the  several  counties  of 
Crawford,  Brown,  Iowa,  Dubuque,  Milwaukee, 
and  Des  Moines,  shall  be  transferred  to  be  heard, 
tried,  prosecuted,  and  determined,  in  the  dis- 
trict courts  hereby  established,  which  may  in- 
clude the  said  counties. 

Sec.  IG.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
causes  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be  re- 
moved from  the  courts  held  by  the  additional 
judge  for  the  Michigan  territory,  in  the  counties 
of  Brown  and  Iowa,  by  appeal  or  otherwise,  into 
the  supreme  court  for  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  which  shall  be  undetermined  therein  on  the 
third  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  the  said  supreme  court,  and  transferred 
to  the  supreme  court  of  said  territory  of  Wis- 
consin, there  to  be  proceeded  in  to  final  deter- 
mination, in  the  same  manner  that  they  might 
have  been  in  the  said  supreme  court  of  the  ter- 
ritorv  of  Michigan. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  to 
be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
legislative  assembly  of  said  territory,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  library  for  the  accommodation  of  said 
assembly,  and  of  the  supreme  court  hereby  es- 
tabl  sheJ. 

Approved,  Aphil  20,  1830. 
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AN  ACT  to  divide  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  establish  tlie  territorial  government  of  Iowa. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
congress  assembled,  That,  from  and  after  the 
third  day  of  July  next,  all  that  part  of  the 
present  territory  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  west  of  a  line  drawn 
due  north  from  the  head  waters  or  sources  of 
the  Mississippi  to  the  territorial  line,  shall,  for 
the  purposes  of  temporary  government,  be  and 
constitute  a  separate  territorial  government,  by 
the  name  of  Iowa;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
said  third  day  of  July  next,  the  present  territo- 
rial government  of  Wisconsin  shall  extend  only 
to  that  part  of  the  present  territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin which  lies  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.  And 
;t(ter  the  said  third  day  of  July  next,  all  power 
Mud  authority  of  the  government  of  Wisconsin, 
in  and  over  the  territory  hereby  constituted, 
shall  cease :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this 
net  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the 
rights  of  person  or  property  now  appertaining 
til  any  Indians  within  the  said  territory,  so  long 
!>.s  such  rights  shall  remain  unextinguished  by 
t  r<Mty  between  the  United  States  and  such  In- 
dians, or  to  impair  the  obligations  of  any  treaty 
now  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
such  Indians,  or  to  impair  or  anywise  to  aflect 
ihc  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  make  any  regulations  respecting  such 
ludiaas,  their  lands,  property,  or  other  rights, 
by  treaty,  or  law,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would 
liave  been  competent  to  the  government  to  make, 
if  tliis  act  had  never  been  passed  :     Provided, 


That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  inhibit  the  government  of  the  United 
States  from  dividing  the  territory  hereby  estab- 
lished into  one  or  more  othrr  territories,  in  such 
manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  congress  shall,  in 
its  discretion,  deem  convenient  and  proper,  or 
from  attaching  any  portion  ot  said  territory 
to  any  other  State  or  territory  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ex- 
ecutive power  and  authority  in  and  over  the  said 
territory  of  Iowa,  shall  be  vested  iu  a  governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  governor  shall  reside  within  the 
said  territory,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of 
the  militia  thereof,  shall  perform  the  duties  and 
receive  the  emoluments  of  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs,  and  shall  approve  of  all  laws 
passed  by  the  legislative  assembly  before  they 
shall  take  eflect ;  he  may  grant  pardons  for 
offences  against  the  laws  of  the  said  territory, 
and  reprieves  for  offenses  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  decision  of  the  President 
can  bo  made  known  thereon  ;  he  shall  commis- 
sion all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed  to  office 
under  the  laws  of  the  said  territory,  and  shall 
take  care  that  the  laws  be   faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  3.  And  bo  it  further  enacted.  That 
there  shall  be  a  secretary  of  the  said  territory, 
who  shall  reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office  for 
four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States ;  he  shall  record  and 
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preserve  all  the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the 
legislative  assembly  hereinafter  constituted,  and 
all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  governor  in 
his  executive  department ;  he  shall  transmit  one 
copy  of  the  laws  and  one  opy  of  the  executive  pro- 
ceedings on  or  before  the  first  Monday  inDecember 
in  each  year,to  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
and  at  the  same  lime,  two  copies  of  the  laws  to 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for 
the  use  of  congress.  And  in  case  of  the  death, 
removal,  resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  of 
the  governor  from  the  territory,  the  secretary 
shall  have,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  execute  and  perform,  all  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  governor  during  such  vacancy 
or  necessary  absence,  or  until  another  governor 
shall  be  duly  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Sec.  4.     And  be  it  further  enacted,    That  the 
legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in    a  governor, 
and  a  legislative  assembly.      The  legislative  as- 
sembly shall  consist  of  a  council  and  house  of 
representatives.     The   council   shall   consist  of 
thirteen  members,  having  the   qualifications  of 
voters  as  hereinafter  prescribed,  whose  term  of 
service  shall   continue    two   years.     The   house 
of  representatives   shall   consist  of  twenty-six 
members,   possessing  the  same  qualifications  as 
prescribed  for  the   members  of  the  council,  and 
whose  term  of  service  shall  continue  one  year. 
An  apportionment  shall  be  made,  as  nearly  equal 
as  practicable,  among  the  several   counties,  for 
the  election  of  the  council  and  representatives, 
giving  to  each  section  of  the  territory  represen- 
tation in  the  ratio  of  its  population,  Indians  ex- 
cepted,   as    nearly   as    may  be.     And  the    said 
members  of  the  council  and  house  of  representa- 
tives shall  reside   in  and  be  inhabitants  of  the 
district  for  which  they    may    be    elected.     Pre- 
vious to  the    first  election,   the   governor  of  the 
territory  shall    cause  the  census  or  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  in  the 
territory  to  be  taken  and  made  by  tlie  sheriffs  ol 
the  said  counties,  respectively,  unless  the  same 
shall  have  been  taken  within  three  months  previ- 
ously to  the  third  day  of  July  next,  and  returns 
thereof  made;  by   said  sheriffs  to    the  governor. 
The  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
place,  and  be   conducted  in  such  manner  as  the 
governor  shall  appoint  p.nd  direct;  and  he  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  declare  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  1  ouncil  and  house  of  representatives 
to    which    each     of    the  counties    or    districts 
are    entitled  under    this   act.     The  number   of 
persons   authorized    to    be    elected   having   the 


greatest  number  of  votes  in  each  of  the  said 
counties  or  districts  for  the  council  shall  be 
be  declared,  by  the  said  governor,  to  be  duly 
elected  to  the  said  council ;  and  the  person  or 
persons  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
the  house  of  representatives,  equal  to  the  number 
to  which  each  county  may  be  entitled,  shall  also 
be  declared,  by  the  governor,  to  be  duly  elected; 
Provided,  The  governor  shall  order  a  new  elec- 
tion when  there  is  a  tie  between  two  or  more 
persons  voted  for,  to  supply  the  vacancy  made 
by  such  tie.  And  the  persons  thus  elected  to 
the  legislative  assembly  shall  meet  at  such  place 
on  such  day  as  he  shall  appoint;  but,  there- 
after, the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  and 
conducting  all  elections  by  the  people,  and  the 
apportioning  the  representation  in  the  several 
•counties  to  the  council  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, according  to  population,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  annual 
commencement  of  the  session  of  the  said  legis- 
lative assembly ;  but  no  session,  in  any  year, 
shall  exceed  the  term  of  seventy-five  days. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
every  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  said  territory 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be  eligible 
to  any  office  within  the  said  territory  ;  but  the 
qualifications  of  voters  at  all  subsequent  elec- 
tions shall  be  such  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
legislative  assembly  ;  Provided,  That  the  right 
of  suffrage  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
legislative  power  of  the  territory  shall  extend  to 
all  rightful  subjects  of  legislation ;  but  no  law 
shall  be  passed  interfering  with  the  primary  dis- 
posal of  the  soil;  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon 
the  property  of  the  United  States;  nor  shall  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property  of  res- 
idents. All  the  laws  of  the  governor  and  legis- 
lative assembly  shall  be  submitted  to,  and,  if 
disapproved  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  shall  be  null  and  of  no  effect. 
Sec.  Y.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
township  officers  and  all  county  officers,  except 
judicial  officers,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs, 
and  clerks  of  courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people,  in  such  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by 
the  laws  of  the  territory  of  Wifconsin,  or  as  may, 
after  the  first  election,  be  provided  by  the  gov    lt 
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nor  and  legislative  assembly  of  Iowa  territory. 
The  governor  shall  nominate,anci,by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  legislative  council, 
shall  appoint  all  Judicial  officers,  justices  of  the 
peace,  sheriffs,  and  all  militia  officers,  except 
those  of  the  staff,  and  all  civil  officers  not  herein 
provided  for.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  re- 
cess of  the  council  shall  be  filled  bj  appoint- 
ments from  the  governor,  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly ;  but  the  said  governor  may  appoint,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  aforesaid  officers,  who 
shall  hold  thcr  offices  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  said  legislative  assemblj'. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
member  of  the  legislative  assembly  shall  hold 
or  be  appointed  to  any  office  created,  or  the 
salary  or  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
increased  whilst  he  was  a  member,  during  the 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  and 
for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such  term  ; 
and  no  person  holding  a  commission  or  ap- 
pointment under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  its 
officers,  except  as  a  militia  officer,  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  said  council  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  shall  hold  any  office  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  territory. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
judicial  power  of  the  said  territory  shall  be 
vested  in  a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  pro- 
bate courts,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace.  The 
supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice, 
and  two  associate  judges,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum,  and  who  shall  hold  a  terra 
at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  said  territory, 
annually,  and  they  shall  hold  theiroffices  during 
the  term  of  four  years.  The  said  territory  shall 
be  divided  into  three  judicial  iHstricts;  and  a  dis- 
trict court  or  courts  shall  be  held  in  each  of  the 
three  districts,  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law  ;  and  the  said  judges 
shall,  after  thei  appointment,  respectively, 
reside  in  the  districts  which  shall  be  as- 
signed to  them.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
several  courts  herein  provided  for,  both  appel- 
late and  original,  and  that  of  the  probate  courts, 
and  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  limited 
by  law:  Provided,  however,  That  justices  of 
the  peace  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  mat- 
ter of  controversy,  when  the  title  or  boundaries 
of  land  may  be  in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or 
sum  claimed  exceeds  fifty  dollars.  And  the  said 
Bupreme  and  district  courts,   respectively,    shall 


possess  chancery  as  well  as  common  law  juris- 
diction. Each  district  court  shall  appoint  its 
clerk,  who  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  place 
where  the  court  may  be  held,  and  the  said  clerks 
shall  also  be  the  registers  in  chancery  ;  and  any 
vacancy  in  said  office  of  clerk,  happening  in  the 
vacation  of  said  court,  may  be  filled  by  the  judge 
of  said  district,  which  appointment  shall  con- 
tinue until  the  next  terra  of  said  court.  And 
writs  of  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  appeals  in 
chancery  causes,  shall  be  allowed  in  all  cases, 
from  the  final  decisions  of  the  said  district  courts 
to  the  supreme  court,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  proscribed  by  law  ;  but  in  no  case  re- 
moved to  the  supreme  court,  shall  a  trial  by  jury 
be  allowed  in  said  court.  The  supreme  court 
may  appoint  it.s  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall 
hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  by 
which  he  shall  have  been  appointed.  And  writs 
of  error  and  appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of 
the  said  supremo  court  shall  bo  allowed  and 
taken  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
titates,  where  the  value  of  the  property,  or  the 
amount  in  controversy,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  either  party,  shall  exceed 
one  thousand  dollars.  And  each  of  the  said 
district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same 
jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  as  is 
vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  first  six  days  of  every 
term  of  the  said  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
trial  of  causes  arising  under  the  said  constitu- 
tion and  laws.  And  writs  of  error,  and  appeals 
from  the  final  decisions  of  the  said  courts,  in  all 
such  cases,  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  territory,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other 
cases.  The  said  clerk  shall  receive,  in  all  such 
cases,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  Wisconsin  territory  now  receives 
for  similar  services. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  an  attorney  for  the  said  territory 
appointed,  who  shall  continue  in  office  four  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President,  and 
who  shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as 
the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Wis- 
consin territory.  There  shall  also  bo  a  marshal 
for  the  territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by 
the  President,  who  sliall  execute  all  process  is 
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suing  from  the  said  courts  when  exercising  their 
jurisdiction  as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  He  shall  perform  the  same 
duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and 
penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees,  as 
the  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uuited 
States  for  the  present  territory  of  Wisconsin; 
and  shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  annually,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  extra  services. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  governor,  secretary,  chief  justice,  and  as- 
sociate judges,  attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be 
nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  governor  and 
secretary,  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
before  they  act  as  such  reppectively,  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  some  judge  or  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  existing  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified  to  administer 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  before  the  chief  justice 
or  some  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States,  to  support  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices; 
which  said  oaths,  when  so  taken,  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  person  before  whom  the  same  shall 
have  been  taken,  and  such  certificate  shall  be 
received  and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary 
among  the  executive  proceedings.  And  after- 
wards thechief  justice,  and  associate  judges,  and 
all  other  civil  officers  in  said  territory,  before 
they  act  as  such,  shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affir- 
mation before  the  said  governor  or  secretary,  or 
some  judge  or  justice  of  the  territory  who  may 
be  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  which  said 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  certified  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  person  taking  the  same  to  the 
secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as  aforesaid  ; 
and,  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirmation 
shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  as  governor,  and  one 
thousand  dollars  as  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs.  The  said  chief  justice,  and  associate 
judges,  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  secretary  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarter 
yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 
The  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  three  dollars  each  per  day, 


during  their  attendance  at  the  sessions  thereof, 
and  three  dollars  each  for  every  twenty  miles' 
travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  said 
sessions,  estimated  according  to  the  nearest 
usually-traveled  route.  There  shall  be  appro- 
priated, annually,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  governor  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  territory, 
and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated  annually,  a 
sufficient  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  secretary 
of  the  territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be 
made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  leg- 
islative assembly,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  and 
other  incidental  expenses  ;  and  the  secretary  of 
the  territory  shall  annually  account  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  sum  shall 
have  been  expended. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties heretofore  granted  and  secured  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  to  its  inhabitants;  and 
the  existing  laws  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin 
shall  be  extended  over  said  territory,  so  far  as 
the  same  be  not  incompatible  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  altered, 
modified,  or  repealed  by  the  governor  and  legis- 
lative assembly  of  the  said  territory  of  Iowa ; 
and,  further,  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are 
hereby  extended  over,  and  shall  be  in  force  in 
said  territory,  so  far  as  the  same,  or  any  pro- 
vision thereof,  may  be  applicable. 

S-C.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  legislative  assembly  of  the  territory  of  Iowa 
shall  hold  its  session  at  such  time  and  place,  in 
said  territory,  as  the  governor  thereof  shall  ap- 
point and  direct ;  and  at  said  session,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  by  them  be  deemed  expedient, 
the  said  governor  and  legislative  assembly  shall 
proceed  to  locate  and  establish  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment for  said  territory,  at  such  place  as  they 
may  deem  eligible,  which  place,  however,  shall 
thereafter  bo  subject  to  be  changed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  legislative  assembly.  And  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is 
hereby  granted  to  the  said  territory  of  Iowa, 
which  shall  be  applied  by  the  governor  and  leg- 
islative assembly  thereof,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  erecting  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Sec.  14.     And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a 
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delegate  to  the  houie  of  represeutativea  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  may  be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to 
elect  members  of  the  legislative  assembly  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
as  have  been  granted  to  the  delegates  from  the 
several  territories  of  the  United  States  to  the 
said  house  of  representatives.  The  6rst  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  or 
places,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  the 
governor  shall  appoint  and  direct.  The  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  voles  shall  be  de- 
clared by  the  governor  to  be  uuly  elected,  and 
a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  person 
so  elected. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
suits,  process,  and  proceedings,  and  all  indict- 
ments and  information,  which  shall  be  unde- 
termined on  the  third  day  of  July  next,  in  the 
district  courts  of  Wisconsin  territory,  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  shall  be  transferred  to  be 
heard,  tried,  prosecuted  and  determined  in  the 
district  courts  hereby  established,  which  may 
include  the  said  counties. 

Sec.  IG.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  sheriffs,  and 
all  other  executive  and  judicial  officers,  who 
shall  be  in  office  on  the  third  day  of  July  next, 
in  that  portion  of  the  present  territory  of  Wis- 
consin, which  will  then,  by  this  act,  become  the 
territory  of  Iowa,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  continue  to  exercise 
and  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
as  officers  ot  the  territory  of  Iowa,  temporarily, 
and  until  they  or  others  shall  be  duly  appointed 
to  fill  their  places  by  the  territorial  government 
of  Iowa,  in  the  manner  hereby  directed;  pro- 
vided, that  no  officer  shall  hold  or  continue  in 
office  by  virtue  of  this  provision,  over  twelve 
months  from  the  said  third  day  of  July  next. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
causes  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be  re- 
moved from  the  courts  held  by  the  present  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  in  the  counties  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  by  appeal  or  otherwise,  into 
the  supreme  court  for  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  which  shall  be  undetermined  therein  on  the 
third  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
clerk  of  tlie  said  supreme  court,  and  transferred 
to  the  Kujireme  court  of  faid  territory  of  Iowa, 
there  to  be  proceeded  in  to  final  deterininalion, 
in  the  same  manner  that  they  might  liave  been 
in  the  said  supreme  court  of  the  territory  of 
Wisconsin. 


Sec.  18.     And  be  it  further  enacted,    That 
j  the   sum   of  five  thousand    dollars    be,  and  the 
j  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out   of  any  money 
1  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
be  expended  by,  and  under  the  direction  ol  the 
governor  of  said  territory  of  Iowa,  in   the  pur- 
chase of  a  library,  to  be  kept  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, for  the  accommodation  of  the  gover- 
nor, legislative  assembly,  judges,  secretary,  mar- 
shal, and  attorney   of  said   territory,  and  such 
other   persons  as  the   governor  and  legislative 
assembly  shall  direct. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
from  and  after  the  day  named  in  this  act  for  the 
organization  of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  the  term 
of  the  members  of  the  council  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  expired,  and  an  entire- 
ly new  organization  of  the  council  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  as 
constituted  b}'  this  act,  shall  take  place  as  fol- 
lows :  As  soon  as  practicable,  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  the  governor  of  the  territory  of  Wis- 
consin shall  apportion  the  thirteen  members  of 
the  council,  and  twenty-six  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  among  the  several 
counties  or  districts  comprised  within  said  ter- 
ritory, according  to  their  population,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  (Indians  excepted.)  The  first  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  at  such  time  as  the  governor 
shall  appoint  and  direct,  and  shall  be  conducted, 
and  returns  thereof  made,  in  all  respects,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  said 
territory,  and  the  governor  shall  declare  the 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  to 
be  elected,  and  shall  order  a  new  election  when 
there  is  a  tie  between  two  or  more  persons  voted 
for,  to  supply  the  vacancy  made  by  such  tie. 
The  persons  thus  elected  shall  meet  at  Madison, 
the  seat  of  government,  on  such  day  as  he  shall 
appoint,  but  thereafter,  the  apportioning  of  the 
representation  in  the  several  counties  to  the 
council  and  house  of  representatives,  according 
to  population,  the  day  of  their  election,  and  tho 
day  for  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the 
legislative  assembly  shall  be  prescribed   by  law. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
temporarily,  and  until  otherwise  provided  by 
law  of  the  legislative  assembly,  the  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Iowa  may  define  the  judicial 
districts  of  said  territory,  and  assign  the  judges 
who  may  be  appointed  for  said  territory,  to  the 
several  districts,  and  also  appoint  the  time  for 
holding  courts  in  the  several   counties  in  each 
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district,  by  proclamation  to  be  issued  by  him  ; 
but  the  legislative  assembly,  at  their  first,  or 
any  subsequent  session,  may  organize,  alter,  or 
modify  such  judicial   districts,  and   assign   the 


judges,  and  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courts, 
or  any  of  them. 
Approved,  Junk  12,  18.38. 
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AN  ACT  to  alter  aad  amend  the  organic  law  of  the  territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
congress  assembled,  That  every  bill  which  shall 
have  passed  the  council  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  territories  of  Iowa  and  Wis- 
consin shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  pre- 
sented to  the  governor  of  the  territory  ;  if  he 
approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not,  he  shall  re- 
turn it  with  his  objections  to  that  house  in 
■which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter 
the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such  recon- 
sideration, two-thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree 
to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with 
the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it 
shall  likewise  be  reconsidered  ;  and  if  approved 
by  two-thirds  of  that  house  it  shall  become  a 
law.     But,  in  all  such  cases,  the  voters  of  both 


houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays  ; 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and 
against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not 
be  returned  by  the  governor  within  three  days 
(Sundays  excepted,)  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  as- 
sembly by  adjournment  prevent  its  return,  in 
which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  con- 
gress of  the  right  to  disapprove  of  any  law 
passed  by  the  said  legislative  assembly,  or  in 
anyway  to  impair  or  alter  the  power  of  congress 
over  laws  passed  by  said  assembly. 

Approved,  March  3d,  1839. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  election  or  appointment  of  certain  officers  in  the  territory  of  Iowa  and 

for  other  purposes. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled,  That  the  legislative  assem- 
bly of  the  territory  of  Iowa,  shall   be,  and   are 


hereby  authorized  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  sheriffs,  judges  of 
probate,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  county  sur- 
veyors, within  the  said  territory,  in  such  way  or 
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manner,  and  at  such  times  and  places  as  to  them 
may  seem  proper;  and  after  a  law  shall  have 
been  passed  by  the  legislative  assembly  for  that 
purpose,  all  elections  or  appointments  of  the 
above  named  oflScers  thereafter  to  be  had  or 
made  shall  be  in  pursuance  of  such  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
term  of  service  of  the  present  delegate  for  said 
territoriC  of  Iowa  shall  expire  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty ;  and  the  qualified  electors  of  saiJ  territo- j 


ry  may  elect  a  delegate  to  serve  from  the  said 
twenty-seventh  day  of  October  to  the  fourth  day 
of  March  thereafter,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law  by  the  legislative  as- 
sembly, and  thereafter  a  delegate  shall  be  elected, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  legislative  assem- 
bly may  direct,  to  serve  for  a  congress,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives  are  now 
elected. 
Approved,  March  3d,  1839. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  admission  of  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Florida  into  the  Uaion. 


"Whekeas,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Iowa 
did,  on  the  seventh  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred   and  forty-four,  by  a  convention  of 
delegates  called  and  assembled  for  that  pur- 
pose, form  for  themselves   a  constitution  and 
State   government ;  and  whereas,  the  people 
of  the  territory  of  Florida  did,  in  like  man- 
ner, by  their  delegates,  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred   and   thirty-nine, 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  both  of  which  said  constitutions 
are  republican  ;  and  said  conventions   having 
asked  the  admission  of  their  respective  terri- 
tories into  the  Union  as  States,  on  equal  foot- 
ing vTith  the  original  States  : 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress   assembled,  That  the    States  of  Iowa 
and  Florida  be,  &nd  the  same  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  States  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  arc  hereby  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  re- 
.xpects  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
loUowing  shall  be  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
State  of  Iowa,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Des  Moines  river,  at  the  middle  of  the 
Mississippi,  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  channel 
nf  that  river  to  a  parallel  of  latitude  passing 
iln-ough  the  mouth  of  the  Mankato,  or  Blue 
Harth  river,  thence  west  along  the  said  parallel 
of  latitude  to  a  point  where  it  is  intersected  by 


a  meridian  line,  seventeen  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  west  of  the  meridian  of  Washington 
city,  thence  due  south  to  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  thence  easlwardly 
following  that  boundary  to  the  point  at  which 
the  same  intersects  the  Des  Moines  river,  thence 
by  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  that  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  of  Iowa  shall  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction on  the  liver  Mississippi,  and  every  other 
river  bordering  on  the  said  State  of  Iowa,  so  far 
as  the  said  rivers  shall  form  a  common  bounda- 
ry to  said  State,  and  any  other  State  or  States 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  formed  or  bounded  by  the 
same :  Such  rivers  to  be  common  to  both  : 
And  that  the  said  river  Mississippi,  and  the  nav- 
igable waters  leading  into  the  same,  shall  be 
common  highways,  and  forever  free  as  well  as 
to  the  inhabitants  of  said  State,  as  to  all  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax, 
duty,  impost,  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the 
said  State  of  Iowa. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  is 
made  and  declared  to  be  a  fundamental  con- 
dition of  the  admission  of  said  State  of  Iowa 
into  the  Union,  that  so  much  of  this  act  as  re- 
lates to  the  said  State  of  Iowa  shall  be  assented 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  at  their 
township  elections,  in  the  manner  and  at  the 
time  prescribed  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  constitution  adopted  at  Iowa 
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City  the  first  day  of  November,  anno  Domini 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  or  by  the  leg- 
islature of  said  State.  And  so  soon  as  such  as- 
sent sb^l  be  given,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  announce  the  same  by  proclamation; 
and  therefrom  without  further  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  congress  the  admission  of  the  said 
State  of  Iowa  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing in  all  respects  whatever  wih  the  original 
States,  shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
said  State  of  Florida  shall  embrace  the  territo- 
ries of  East  and  West  Florida,  which  by  the 
treaty  of  amity,  settlement  and  limits  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  until 


the  next  census  and  apportionment  shall  be 
made,  each  of  said  States  of  Iowa  and  Florida 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  representative  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
States  of  Iowa  and  Florida  are  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  the  express  condition  that  they  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposition  of 
the  public  lands  lying  within  them,  nor  levy  any 
tax  on  the  same  T*hilst  remaining  the  property 
of  the  United  States  :  Provided,  That  the  or- 
dinance of  the  convention  that  formed  the  con- 
stitution of  Iowa,  and  which  is  appended  to  the 
said  constitution,  shall  not  be  deemed  or  taken 
to  have  any  efiFect  or  validity,  or  to  be  recognized 
as  in  any  manner  obligatory  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Appeoved,  March  3,  1845, 


AN  ACT  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  the  States   of  Iowa  and  Florida  into  the 

Union. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled.  That  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the  State 
of  Iowa  as  elsewhere  within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called 
the  district  of  Iowa;  and  a  district  court  shall 
be  held  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  who 
shall  reside  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a 
district  judge.  He  shall  hold,  at  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  said  State,  two  sessions  of  the 
said  district  court  annually,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  January,  and  he  shall,  in  all  things,  have  and 
exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  and  powers  which 
were  by  law  given  to  the  judge  of  the  Kentucky 
district,  under  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States." 
He  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  the  said  district, 
who  shall  reside  and  keep  the  records  of  the 
said  court  at  the  place  of  holding  the  same  ;  and 
shall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  him, 
the  same  fees  to  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky 
district  is  by  law  entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said 


district  court  the  annual  compensation  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  ©f 
his  appointment,  to  be  paid  quarterly  at  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
there  shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district,  a 
person  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  attorney  for 
the  United  States;  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his 
stated  fees,  be  paid  annually  by  the  United 
States  two  hundred  dollars,  as  a  full  compensa- 
tion for  all  extra  services  ;  the  said  payment  to 
be  made  quarterly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
marshal  shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district, 
who  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  en- 
titled to  the  same  fees,  as  are  prescribed  and  al- 
lowed to  marshals  in  other  districts  ;  and  shall, 
moreover,  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  all  extra 
services. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
lieu  of  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  by  an  ordinance  passed  on 
the  first  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-four,  by   the  convention  of  delegates   at 
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ADMISSION  OF  IOWA  AND  FLORIDA  INTO  THE  UNION. 


Iowa  City,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  constitution  for  the  State  of  Iowa,  which  are 
hereby  rejected,  the  following  propositions  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  oflFered  to  the  legisla- 
tare  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  for  their  acceptance 
or  rejection ;  which,  if  accepted  under  the  au- 
thority conferred  on  the  said  legislature  by  the 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of  the 
said  State,  shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United 
States. 

First — That  section  numbered  sixteen  in 
every  township  of  the  public  lands,  anJ,  where 
such  section  has  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  as  con- 
tiguous as  may  be,  shall  be  granted  to  the  State 
for  the  use  of  schools. 

Secokd — That  the  seventy-two  sections  of 
land  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  a  university,  by  an  act  of  congress  ap- 
proved on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty,  entitled  "  An  act  granting 
two  townships  of  land  for  the  use  of  a  university 
in  the  territory  of  Iowa,"  are  hereby  granted 
and  conveyed  to  the  State,  to  be  appropriated 
solely  to  the  use  and  support  of  such  university, 
in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  pre- 
scribe. 

Third — That  five  entire  sections  of  land  to  be 
selected  and  located  under  the  direction  of  the 
legislature,  in  legal  divisions  of  not  less  than  one 
quarter  section,  from  any  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  the 
said  State,  are  hereby  granted  to  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  public  buildings 
of  the  said  State,  or  for  the  erection  of  public 
buildings  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  said 
State,  as  the  legislature  may  determine  and  di- 
rect. 

Fourth — That  all  salt  springs  within  the 
State,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  with  six 
sections  of  land  adjoining,  or  as  contiguous  as 
may  be  to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  the  said 
State  for  its  use  ;  the  same  to  bo  selected  by  the 
legislature  thereof,  within  one  jear  after  the  ad- 


mission of  said  said  State,  and  the  same,  when 
so  selected,  to  be  used  on  such  terms,  conditions, 
and  regulations,  as  the  legislature  of  the  State 
shall  direct :  Provided,  That  no  sa]|  spring, 
the  right  whereof  is  now  vested  in  any  individual 
or  individuals,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  con- 
firmed or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  indi- 
viduals, shall,  by  this  section,  be  granted  to  said 
State:  And  provided,  also,  That  the  general 
assembly  shall  never  lease  or  sell  the  same,  at 
any  one  time,  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years, 
without  the  consent  of  congress. 

Fifth — That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  sales  of  all  public  lands  lying  within  the  said 
State,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  sold  by  con- 
gress, from  and  after  the  admission  of  said  State, 
after  deducting  all  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  shall  be  appropriated  for  making  public 
roads  and  canals  within  the  said  State,  as  the 
legislature  may  direct:  Provided,  That  the 
five  foregoing  propositions  herein  offered  are  on 
the  condition  that  the  legislature  of  the  said 
State,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it 
by  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution 
of  the  said  State,  shall  provide  by  an  ordinance 
irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  said  State  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  the 
same  by  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  regula- 
tions congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing 
the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers 
thereof;  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  impose'i  on 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  propri*>*ors  be 
taxed  higher  than  residents ;  and  that  the 
bounty  lands  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted, 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  shall, 
while  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  patentees 
or  their  heirs,  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid 
by  order  or  under  the  authority  of  the  State, 
whether  for  State,  county,  township,  or  any 
other  purpose,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
and  after  the  date  of  the  patents  respectively. 
Appboved,  March  3,  1845. 


ACCEPTING  PROPOSITIONS  OF  CONGRESS. 


AN  ACT  AND  ORDINANCE  accepting  the  propositions  made  by  Congress  on  the  admission  of 

Iowa  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 


Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  and  ordained  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  That 
the  propositions  to  the  State  of  Iowa  on  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  made  by  the  act  of  con- 
gress, entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act 
for  the  admission  of  the  States  of  Iowa  and 
Florida  into  the  Union,"  approved  March  3, 
1845,  and  which  are  contained  in  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  that  act,  are  hereby  accepted  in  lieu  of 
the  propositions  submitted  to  congress  by  an 
ordinance,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  by  the  conven- 
tion of  delegates  which  assembled  at  Iowa  City 
on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-four,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  con- 
stitution for  said  State,  and  which  were  rejected 
by  congress  :  Provided,  The  general  assembly 
shall  have  the  right,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  tenth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  Iowa,  to  appro- 
priate the  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
sales  of  all  public  lands  lying  within  the  State 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  sold  by  congress 
from  and  after  the  admission  of  said  State,  after 
deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  to 
the  support  of  common  schools. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  or- 
dained, as  conditions  of  the  grants  specified  in 
the  propositions  first  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
section,  irrevocable  and  unalterable  without  the 


consent  of  the  United  States,  that  the  State  of 
low"  will  never  interfere  with  the  primary  dis- 
posal of  the  soil  within  the  same  by  the  United 
States,  nor  with  any  regulations  congress  may 
gnd  necessary  for  securing  the  title  in  such  soil 
io  the  bona  fide  purchasers  thereof;  and  that  no 
tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  the  property  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  that  in  no  case  shall 
non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than 
residents  ;  and  that  the  bounty  lands  granted,  or 
hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  service 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  shall, 
while  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  patentees 
or  their  heirs,  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid 
by  order  or  under  the  authority  of  the  State, 
whether  for  State,  county,  township,  or  other 
purposes,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  and 
after  the  dates  of  the  patents  respectively. 

Sec.  3.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  after  the  taking  effect  of  this 
act,  to  forward  one  copy  of  the  same  to  each  of 
our  senators  and  representatives  in  congress, 
who  are  hereby  required  to  procure  the  consent 
of  congress,  to  the  diversion  of  the  five  per  cent, 
fund  indicated  in  the  proviso  to  the  first  section 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  take  eflFect  from  and 
after  its  publication  in  the  weekly  newspapers 
printed  in  Iowa  City. 

Approved,  Januaky  15,  1849. 


DEBATES  AND  PKOCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


CONSTITUTIONAL    CONTENTION 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  IOWA. 


Saturday,  February  21st,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  tbe  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Election   of  United  States  Senators. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  oiFer  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Legis- 
lative Department  be  instructed  to  report  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  article  on  said  department 
providing  for  the  election  of  United  States  Sen- 
ators by  a  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

A  great  deal  of  difficulty  has  arisen  in  many 
of  the  States  with  regard  to  the  election  of  Uni- 
ted States  Senators,  owing  to  a  defect  in  the 
provisions  of  their  constitutions  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
simply  provides  that  United  States  Senators 
shall  be  chosen  by  the  legislatures  of  the  differ- 
ent States  ;  but  the  constitutions  of  most  of  the 
States  contain  no  provisions  as  to  the  manner 
of  their  election.  I  believe  it  has  been  a  matter 
of  doubt  with  legal  gentlemen,  whether  a  joint 
convention  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature, 
in  the  absence  of  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution  upon  this  subject,  was  the  legisla- 
ture proper.  I  think  by  making  an  express 
provision  here  of  this  kind,  we  make  it  the  leg- 
islature for  that  purpose.  The  object  of  such  a 
provision  would  be  to  compel  the  two  branches 
of  the  legislature  to  go  into  a  joint  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  United  States  Sena- 
tors. I  believe,  as  the  case  jiow  stands,  with- 
out any  provision  of  this  kind,  either  branch  of 
the  legislature  may  refuse  to  go  into  a  joint 
convention.  I  would  make  it  their  duty  to  go 
into  a  joint  convention  for  the  election  of  Uni- 
ted States  Senators,  so  that  the  difficulty  I  have 
suggested  ma,y  be  obviated. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
reference  of  that  resolution,  but  I  consider  it 
entirely  unnecessary,  for  the  reason  that  I  think 
it  may  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  law  passed  by  Congress.  I 
suppose  every  member  has  observed,  within  a 
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few  days,  that  there  has  been  a  movement  made 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  a  law  upon  this  subject,  which 
will  be  uniform  throughout  every  State.  We 
might  go  to  work  here  and  say  that  the  senators 
shall  be  elected,  as  we  pass  a  bill,  by  the  sepa- 
rate concurrence  of  each  House.  Another  State 
might  provide  a  different  manner  for  the  elec- 
tion of  senators.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
Congress  is  the  proper  body  to  pass  a  law  of 
this  kind ;  and  as  they  are  about  moving  in  the 
matter,  I  make  the  suggestion  that  it  is  unnec- 
essary for  us  to  act  upon  this  subject  now.  I 
think  I  can  see  very  easily,  if  the  States  under- 
take to  legislate  upon  this  subject  in  their  con- 
stitutions or  otherwise,  that  there  will  be  a 
diversity  among  them  in  the  manner  of  electing 
their  senators,  as  each  State  would  have  its 
separate  method  of  procedure.  It  is  important, 
therefore,  that  these  elections  should  be  made 
uniform  all  over  the  United  States ;  and  Con- 
gress, in  my  opinion,  is  the  proper  body  to  reg- 
ulate this  matter. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Davis,  [Mr. 
Palmer],  that  something  should  be  done.  We 
have  all  seen  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
want  of  any  provisions  upon  this  subject  in  dif- 
ferent States.  Two  years  ago,  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  one  branch  of  the  legislature  refused  to 
go  into  joint  convention  for  the  election  of  Uni- 
ted States  Senators,  and  the  result  was  that  no 
election  took  place.  This  winter,  they  refused 
again  to  go  into  a  joint  convention,  and  tbe  re- 
sult is,  a  bogus  election  has  taken  place.  I 
make  these  remarks  to  show  that  difficulties 
have  arisen,  and  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
legislation  upon  this  subject.  I  doubt  the  pro- 
priety, however,  of  States  providing  for  elec- 
tions in  a  separate  and  different  manner  from 
each  other. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  we  had  the  power  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  Uuited  States,  we  might 
do  some  good.  My  opinion  is,  that  every  step 
we  take  here  will  make  the  confusion  worse. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  says 
that — 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years, 
and  each  senator  shall  have  one  vote." 


646 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


r29th  Day 


Saturday] 


PARVIN— HALL— TRAER— JOHNSTON,  &c. 


[Feljriiary  $2 1st 


We  cannot  constitute  any  other  body  for  this 
purpose,  but  the  legislature  ;  and  it  must  be  the 
body  that  makes  the  laws.  The  meaning  of  the 
"leo-islature"  is  law-making  power.  We  can- 
not °make  a  constitutional  body  ditl'ering  from 
what  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  pro- 
vides. And  when  gentlemen  get  up  here  and 
undertake  to  modify  and  change  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  they  will  find  it  an 
exceedingly  diflacult  task,  and  one  that  is  not 
altogethel-  desirable.  We  ought  to  do  nothing 
which  would  tend  to  prevent  the  utmost  har- 
mony between  the  action  of  the  State  govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  United  States  government. 
You  cannot  say  that  anything  less  than  the  gen- 
eral law-making  power  of  the  State  can  appoint 
a  United  States  senator. 

I  do  not  believe  that  Congress  has  the  power 
to  put  trammels  upon  our  legislature.  Gentle- 
men will  find,  by  the  debates  that  have  taken 
place  in  Congress,  that  this  subject  has  been 
thoroughly  discussed  by  the  ablest  men  there, 
and  the  best  opinion  is,  that  even  Congress  can- 
not tie  the  hands  of  the  legislatures  of  the 
States  upon  this  subject.  I  am  opposed  to  en- 
tangling ourselves  with  any  more  difficulties 
than  those  in  which  we  are  now  placed.  True, 
there  are  sometimes  difficulties  and  inconve- 
niences in  electing  these  senators,  but  I  think 
we  had  better  "  bear  the  ills  we  have  than  fly  to 
those  we  know  not  of."  The  legislature  should 
pass  such  laws  upon  this  subject  as  they  please, 
and  it  is  at  their  option  whether  they  will  obey 
them  or  not.  Law-makers  are  generally  law- 
breakers, but  one  legislature  cannot  tie  the 
hands  of  another. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  can  easily  perceive  the  dit- 
ficulties  which  would  arise  upon  this  subject  of 
the  election  of  United  States  senators,  if  we 
pass  any  law  upon  this  subject.  I  can  see,  how- 
ever, that  Congress  could  properly  pass  a  law 
upon  this  subject,  but  as  a  matter  of  course, 
they  could  pass  nothing  contrary  to  the  consti- 
tution. I  think  they  could  pass  an  act  which 
will  show  the  different  States  the  manner  in 
which  the  present  Senate  intends  they  shall 
elect,  and  they  will  undoubtedly  pursue  that 
course.  I  think  that  Congress  can  pass  such  an 
act,  without  infringement  upon  the  rights  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  HALL.    I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 

the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 
'« Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  schedule  be 
instructed  to  report  an  article  providing  for  re- 
taining in  office  the  present  legislature  and  State 
officers,  until  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of 
office  under  the  present  constitution." 

I  desire  to  say,  that  my  object  in  introducing 
this  resolution  is  to  settle  the  question,  whether 
we  will  determine  to  have  a  general  election 
under  the  new  constitution,  of  the  present  State 
officers,  and  the  legislature,  or  whether  we  will 


retain  them.  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  have 
that  question  determined.  If  we  determine  to 
have  a  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we  should 
re-district  the  State.  My  object  in  introducing 
this  resolution  is  to  settle  that  question  definite- 
ly, so  that  the  committee  on  schedule  can  report 
an  apportionment,  if  necessary.  I  do  net  desire 
to  discuss  the  question  at  any  great  length,  and 
I  only  make  this  simple  statement  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  my  object  in  introducing  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  This  is  a  very  important 
resolution,  and  the  subject  to  which  it  relates  is 
one  to  which  I  have  paid  very  little  attention. 
I  am  in  doubt  in  regard  to  some  of  the  officers, 
and,  indeed  1  have  not  made  up  my  mind  in  re- 
gard either  to  the  legislature  or  other  State  offi- 
cers. I  presume  there  are  many  members  of  the 
convention  in  the  same  position  with  myself.  I 
should  like  a  little  time  to  consider  the  subject, 
and  I  therefore  move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  it  here- 
after. I  do  not  make  this  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  it,  but  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering it. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table,  and  it  was  agreed  to;  yeas  21,  nays  13, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Solomon,  Winchester  and  Y'oung. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson, 
Gower,  Gray,  Skiff,  Traer,  Warren  and  Wilson. 
Mr.  BUNKER.  In  order  to  give  the  commit- 
tee an  opportunity  to  complete  their  reports,  I 
move  that  the  convention  adjourn  until  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  on  Monday. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  Why  not  meet  Monday  morning  at  the 
usual  hour  ? 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Before  I  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion I  would  like  to  ask,  whether  there  are  not 
some  reports  ready  for  the  action  of  the  con- 
vention? 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  are  some  reports  of 
special  committees,  which  are  not  fully  acfed 
upon. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  right 
of  suffrage. 

The  PKESIDENT.  The  whole  subject  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
to  adjourn  so  that,  instead  of  2  o'clock  P.  M.  on 
Monday,  we  shall  meet  here  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
amend,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to  upon  a  divi- 
sion;  ayes  10,  noes  14. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  until  9  o'clock 
A.  M.,  on  Monday,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  adjourning  until  Monday  at  2  o'clock  P.M. 


29th  Day] 


EDUCATION  AND  SCHOOL  LANDS. 


647 


Monday] 


WINCHESTER— SKIFF— CLARKE,  of  J.— CLARK. 


[February  aist 


The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  this  motion,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to ; 
yeas  11,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Hall,  HoUings- 
worth,  Marvin,  Solomon,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Gray,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Skiff,  Traer,  AVarren  and  Winchester, 

Uducation  and  School  Lands. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  would  inquire  if  a  mo- 
tion was  not  made  and  carried  to  defer  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  the  report  was 
put  over  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  As  there  will  be  several 
reports  made  Monday  morning,  I  think  it  would 
be  advisable  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands  now.  If 
necessary,  I  would  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  deferring  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
gentleman  to  make  any  such  motion  to  accom- 
plish his  object.  He  can  move  that  the  con- 
vention resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  make  that  motion, 
then. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

In  Commiitee  of  the   Whole. 

The  Convention  accordingly  proceeded,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands, 
[Mr.  Parvin  in  the  chair.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  pending  be- 
fore the  committee  when  they  last  rose  was  up- 
on the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson, 
[Mr.  Wilson,]  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the 
majority  report,  and  upon  that  question  the 
gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  ELLS  not  claiming  the  floor, 
Mr.  SKIFF  said- 
It  seems  that  members  of  the  convention  have 
not  examined  this  question  much,  having  ex- 
pected to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  an  explanation  of  the  ma- 
jority report,  and  having  also  expected  to  hear 
from  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  an 
explanation  of  the  minority  report.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  this 
qtiestion  now.  If  we  consider  this  matter  now 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  it  will  have  to  under- 
go a  full  consideration  when  it  comes  before  the 
convention.  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  any- 
thing to  be  gained  by  considering  this  sub- 
ject in  committee  of  the  whole  now,  and  I  would 
prefer  to  have  the  matter  laid  over  for  the  pres- 
ent. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     I  hope  that  this 


question  will  not  be  taken  up  now.  I  am  in  the 
same  situation  as  the  gentleman  from  Jasper, 
[Mr.  Skiff.]  I  supposed,  after  the  vote  of  the 
convention  yesterday,  that  this  subject  was  laid 
over  ti)l  Monday,  and  I  expected,  before  that 
time,  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  these 
two  systems.  I  am  now  totally  unprepared  to 
vote  upon  this  question,  or  to  express  any  views 
in  relation  to  either  of  the  systems  proposed  by 
the  majority  and  minority  reports.  These  sys- 
tems are  both  entirely  new  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  propose  an  entire  change,  not  only  in 
the  school  system  of  the  State,  but  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  school  fund  and  school  lands. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
[Mr.  Hall,]  in  what  he  said,  that  the  subject  of 
education  was  perhaps  the  most  important  sub- 
ject that  could  come  before  this  convention.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  be  driven  into  an  examination 
of  the  subject,  when  it  is  evident  to  the  minds 
of  the  convention  that  the  gentlemen  who  have 
thought  most  upon  the  subject,  who  have  pre- 
pared these  reports  and  are  therefore  the  best 
able  to  enlighten  us  upon  this  subject,  are  not 
able,  through  indisposition,  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  discussion  at  this  time.  For  my 
part,  I  prefer  the  minority  to  the  majority  re- 
port, as  the  matter  now  appears  to  my  mind. 
But  this  preference  I  give  from  a  very  hasty 
examination  of  the  subject,  and  I  am  not  certain 
in  my  own  mind,  whether  I  would  not  prefer 
something  else  to  it.  I  desire  to  make  a  more 
extended  examination  of  this  subject  than  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  do,  and  I  presume  other  mem- 
bers would  like  to  have  the  same  opportunity. 
I  move,  therefore,  that  the  committee  rise,  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division,  ayes  16,  noes  8. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
reports  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
school  lands,  had  instructed  him  to  report  that 
they  had  had  the  same  under  consideration,  had 
made  some  progress  therein,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again, 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  object  to  the 
committee  having  leave  to  sit  again,  and  upon 
that  question  I  call  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  committee 
have  leave  to  sit  again,  yeas  23,  nays  10,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson.  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards,  Pat- 
terson, iseely,  Traer  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  As  there  seems 
to  be  no  business  before  the  convention,  I  move 
that  we   adjourn  until  half-past  nine  o'clock  on 
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Monday  next.  I  make  the  motion  because  there 
are  several  committees  that  want  to  meet  and 
complete  their  reports. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division,  ayes  16,  noes  6. 

The  convention  accordingly  adjourned  till 
Monday  morning  at  half-past  nine  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  23d,  185*7. 

The  convention  met  at  half-past  9  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Petitions — Intoxicating  Drinks. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  ask  leave  to  present 
the  petition  of  J.  W.  Rogers,  and  162  others, 
citizens  of  Fayette  county,  requesting  that  there 
be  incorporated  into  the  constitution  substanti- 
ally the  following  provision,  in  article  three, 
section  five : 

"  The  legislature  shall  have  power  to  pass 
laws  regulating,  restricting  or  prohibiting  the 
manufacture  or  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  to  that  end  may  confiscate  all  liquors  man- 
ufactured or  sold  in  violation  of  its  acts." 

I  move  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  miscellaneous  business,  and  I  hope 
they  will  give  it  the  consideration  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  demands.  I  am  happy 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  presenting  from  so 
large  a  number  of  my  own  constituents,  a  me- 
morial so  sound  upon  this  great  moral  question. 
However  impracticable  it  may  bo  to  carry  out 
that  principle  at  the  present  time  by  legal  enact- 
ments, I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  it 
will  be  deemed  not  only  practicable  but  expe- 
dient. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Mr.  YOUNG  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
upon  the  committee  on  the  schedule,  and  that 
some  other  member  be  appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Young  was  excused,  and  Mr.  Skiff  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  BUNKER  from  the  committee  on  miscel- 
laneous business,  submitted  the  following  report: 

ARTICLE  — . 

Section  1.  The  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases,  (except 
cases  in  chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question 
of  title  to  any  real  estate  may  arise,)  where  the 
amount  in  controversy  does  not  exceed  fifty 
dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  parties  may  be 
extended  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  No  new  county  shall  be  hereafter 
created  containing  less  than  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  square  miles;  nor  shall  the  territory 
of  any  orgnnizod  county  be  reduced  below  that 
amount;     I'ravidnl,  however,  that  the  county  of 


Worth,  and  those  west  of  it.  on  the  Minnesota 
line,  may  be  organized  without  additional  ter- 
ritory. 

Sec.  3.  The  boundaries  of  the  State  may  be 
enlarged,  with  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  4.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to 
any  office  shall,  before  entering  upou  the  duties 
thereof,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
this  State,  and  also  an  oath  of  office. 

Sec.  5.  In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  office  occurring  before  the  expiration  of 
a  full  term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for 
the  residue  of  tlie  unexpired  term,  and  no  long- 
er, unless  re-elected  ;  and  all  persons  appointed 
to  fill  vacancies  in  office,  shall  hold  until  the 
next  general  election  only. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  University  shall  consist  of 
a  single  institution,  and  be  permanently  located 
at  Iowa  City.  The  present  State  Capital,  with 
such  improvements  and  additions  as  may  be 
provided  for  by  law,  shall  be  occupied  by  the 
State  University,  when  not  used  by  the  State  for 
other  purposes. 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  lo- 
cate any  of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been, 
or  may  be  granted  by  Congress  to  this  State, 
and  the  location  of  which  may  be  given  to  the 
General  Assembly,  upon  lands  actually  settled, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  claim  of  such  occupant  so  exempted, 
shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF, 

One  hundred  copies  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  convention. 

Incorporations. 

Mr.  W^ILSON  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  standing 
committee  upon  incorporations,  with  the  amend- 
ments made  thereto,  submitted  a  majority  report 
upon  that  subject.  The  first  section  remains 
unchanged.  In  the  second  section,  first  line,  th  e 
words  "corporations  may  sue  and  be  sued,"  are 
stricken  out,  and  in  line  two,  after  the  word 
''persons,"  all  the  remainder  of  that  line  and 
the  next  are  stricken  out.  The  third  section 
remains  as  reported  by  the  committee  originally. 
The  fourth  section  remains  as  it  passed  the  con- 
vention, striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  indi- 
rectly," in  line  fourth.  Sections  five  to  fifteenth 
inclusive  are  stricken  out;  also  sections  eigh- 
teen, nineteen  and  twenty  ;  some  changes  being 
made  in  sections  sixteen  and  seventeen.  So  that 
the  report  now  reads  as  foliows  : 

ARTICLE  8. 

Section  1.  No  corporation  shall  be  created 
by  special  laws  ;  but  the  Creneral  Assembly  shall 
provide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of 
all  corporations  hereafter  to  be  created,  except 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  The  property  of  all  corporations  for 
pecuniary  profit,  now  existing,  or  hereafter  cre- 
ated shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  thesame  as  that 
of  individuals. 
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Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  not  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume 
or  pay  the  debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation, 
unless  incurred  in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State. 

Sec.  4.  No  political  or  municipal  corporation 
shall  become  a  stockholder  in  any  banking  cor- 
poration, directly  or  indirectly. 

Sec.  5.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  au- 
thorizing corporations  or  associations  with 
banking  powers,  nor  shall  amendments  thereto 
take  ell'ect,  nor  in  any  manner  be  in  force,  until 
the  same  shall  have  been  submitted  separately, 
to  the  people,  at  a  general  or  special  election, 
as  provided  by  law,  to  be  held  not  less  than 
three  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and 
shall  have  been  approved  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  electors  voting  for  and  against  it  at  such 
election. 

Sec.  6.  Subject  to  tie  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section,  the  General  Assembly  may  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Bank  with 
branches,  in  addition  to  banks  provided  for  by 
general  law. 

Sec.  7.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  ar- 
ticle, the  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to 
amend  or  repeal  all  laws  for  the  organization  or 
erection  of  corporations,  or  granting  of  special 
or  exclusive  privileges  or  immunities,  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  no  exclusive  privileges,  except  as 
in  this  article  provided,  shall  ever  be  granted. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J,  F.  Wilson,  Chairman. 

The  undersigned  do  not  concur  in  the  above 
report  so  far  as  relates  to  banking  corporations 
or  associations,  believing  that  some  restrictions 
should  be  imposed  on  the  Legislature  with  re- 
spect to  the  organization  of  said  corporations  or 
associations. 

J.  F.  "Wilson. 
David  Bunker. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  the 
usual  number  of  copies  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 
It  is  the  most  important  subject  before  us,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  it  in  print  before  we  act  upon 
it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Riyht  of  Sujfrage. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  special  com 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  article  second  of 
the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, submitted  the  following  report : 

'  The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red article  second  of  the  constitution,  report  the 
same  back  without  amendment,  and  would  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

^^ Resolved,  That  at  the  same  election  that  this 
constitution  is  submitted  to  the  people  for  its 
adoption  or  rejection,  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  same  by  striking  out  the  word  "white," 
wherever  it  occurs  in  the  said  constitution,  shall 
be  separately  submitted  to  the  electors  of  this 
State  for  their  adoption  or  rejection,  in  the  man- 
ner following,  viz: 


"  A  separate  ballot  may  be  given  by  every  per- 
son having  a  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  to  be 
deposited  in  a  separate  box,  and  those  given  for 
the  ■edoption  of  the  said  proposition,  shall  have 
the  words,  "  Shall  the  word 'white' be  stricken 
out  of  the  constitution  wherever  it  occurs  ? 
Yes."  And  those  against  the  proposition  shall 
have  the  words,  "Shall  the  word  'white'  be 
stricken  out  of  the  constitution  wherever  it  oc- 
curs ?  No."  And  if,  at  said  election,  the  ma- 
jority of  all  the  ballots  cast  for  and  against  the 
said  proposition,  shall  have  the  words,  "  Sliall 
the  word  '  white'  be  stricken  out  of  the  consti- 
tution wherever  it  occurs  ?  Yes,"  then  the  word 
'white'  shall  bo  stricken  out,  and  shall  not  be 
any  part  of  said  constitution." 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  have  the  word  "  white"  stricken  out  wher- 
ever it  occurs  in  the  constitution,  or  wherever 
it  occurs  in  the  article  on  suffrage  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  gentleman  will 
observe  that  it  only  occurs  in  the  constitution 
as  a  qualification. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  It  occurs  in  the  qualifica- 
tion of  electors,  and  also  of  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  in  relation  to  the  militia. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  resolution  pro- 
poses to  strike  it  out  everywhere,  and  to  make 
our  constitution,  like  the  constitutions  of  some 
other  states,  without  the  word  occurring  at  all, 
and  making  no  distinction. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  same  committee,  submit- 
ted the  following  minority  report : 

"The  minority  of  the  committee  to  whom  wag 
referred  the  article  '  Right  of  Suffrage,'  beg  leave 
to  report : 

"  The  only  question  brought  forward  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  changing  the 
article  referred  to,  was  the  propriety  of  striking 
out  the  word  '  white.' 

"The  majority  of  the  committee  have  not 
deemed  that  amendment  proper  or  expedient, 
but  have  adopted  a  special  course  of  bringing 
the  question  before  the  people  by  a  separate  pro- 
position and  vote. 

"To  this  mode  of  treating  the  subject  there 
can  be  no  great  objection.  It  resolves  itself 
into  a  mere  question  of  propriety  or  expe- 
diency. 

"  That  there  are  a  small  number  of  citizens  of 
this  state  who  are  in  favor  of  this  amendment, 
we  are  free  to  admit.  But  the  undersigned  will 
be  slow  to  believe  that  any  considerable  or  con- 
trolling number  of  our  fellow-citizens  do,  or  will 
for  one  moment,  sanction  the  proposition. 

"The  proposition  to  invite  the  negro  and  In- 
dian to  our  state  by  a  constitutional  guarantee 
of  equality  with  the  white  people,  we  feel  con- 
fident cannot  be  sanctioned.  The  majority  of 
the  committee  feel  the  force  of  this  truth,  and 
hence  they  do  not  insist  upon  the  amendment  as 
a  fixed  feature  in  the  constitution.  With  the 
fullest  conviction  that  the  voice  of  the  people  is 
against  the  measure,  the  majority  recommend 
that  it  shall  be  the  subject  of  popular  agitation. 

"  If  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
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this  state  upon  this  subject  was  a  question  of 
doubt,  if  public  senlinieut  was  hesitating  and 
undecided,  there  would  be  a  reasonable  cause 
fv.r  leaving  the  question  unsettled  bj  this  con- 
vention, and  returning  the  power  to  settle  it 
back  to  the  people,  the  source  of  all  power. 

"The  undersigned  do  not  believe  that  this  is 
the  case.  They,  therefore,  conclude  that  no 
good  can  result  from  a  separate  submission  of 
that  question.  Its  only  effect  will  be  to  keep  up 
agitation,  to  furnish  material  and  food  for  a  mor- 
bid and  forbidding  sentiment,  that  is  fraught 
with  evil  to  the  Indian,  negro,  and  Anglo-Ame- 
rican races. 

"Suffrage  is  a  delegation  of  political  power. 
In  our  government  it  is  more  than  a  mere  badge 
of  equality  of  rights.  It  is  a  guarantee  of  so- 
cial, political  and  personal  equality. 

"The  views  of  the  undersigned  are  so  fully 
expressed  in  a  report  made  by  a  select  commit- 
tee to  the  first  constitutional  convention,  of  this 
state,  that  they  adopt  that  report,  and  re-assert 
the  principles  therein  stated,  as  fallows  : 

"  'That  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  are  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  equal  unalienable 
rights,  your  committee  are  free  to  admit;  that, 
so  for  as  nature  i  concerned,  those  rights  are 
as  sacred  to  the  black  man  as  the  white  man, 
and  should  be  so  regarded.  This,  however,  is  a 
mere  abstract  proposition,  and  although  strictly 
true,  when  applied  to  man  in  a  state  cf  nature, 
yet  it  becomes  very  much  modified  when  man  is 
considered  in  an  artificial  state  in  which  gov- 
ernment places  him.  Thus,  the  infiint  is  not 
entitled  to  liberty  or  the  pui-suit  of  happiness, 
until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
Females,  by  the  arbitrary  rules  of  society,  are 
excluded  and  debarred  from  many  things  which 
males  consider  rights  and  high  privileges — such 
as  the  elective  franchise,  holding  of&ce,  &c. 
Now,  in  these  cases,  the  female  and  infant  are 
denied  what  we  abstractedly  term  unalienable 
rigbs,  and  they  submit  without  complaint  or 
murmur.  No  one  thinks  of  sympathising  with 
them  in  their  deprivations.  The  philanthropist 
has  never  had  occasion  to  commiserate  their 
fate,  still  it  is  in  those  respects  the  same  as  the 
ciilzcn  of  color.  The  negro  is  surely  no  better 
than  our  wives  and  children,  and  should  not  ex- 
cite sympathy  when  tlicy  desire  the  political 
rights  they  are  deprived  of. 

"  '  The  great  error  in  the  minds  of  our  citizens 
who  reason  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage  and  citi- 
zenship, arises  from  their  mingling  the  natural 
and  artificial  rights  of  man,  and  treating  the 
nrtilicial  institutions  of  government  as  sacred, 
and  as  undeniable  to  man  as  the  abstract  rights 
of  nature;  a  proposition  which  is  untrue  in 
point  of  fact,  and  in  opi)osition  to  the  experience 
of  the  whole  world.  (Jovernmeuts  are  strictly 
conventional,  and  although  based  upon  the  laws 
of  nature,  they  are  necessarily  li?nitod  and  cir- 
cumscribed in  their  operation.  It  is  made  for 
those  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it,  and  is  not 
bound  to  unhar  its  doors  and  receive  every  va- 
grant who  may  take  refuge  in  it. 

'••Government  is  an  institution  or  an  associa- 


tion entered  into  by  man,  the  very  constitution 
of  which  changes  or  modifies  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  his  natural  rights.  Some  are  sur- 
rendered, others  ruodified.  The  compensation 
for  these  sacrifices  is  found  in  the  greater  secu- 
rity in  those  rights  retained,  and  a  cheapening 
of  the  expense  of  protecting  them.  It  is  a  means 
sought  by  man  to  make  more  available,  secure, 
and  certain,  his  inalienahle  v\g\ods  of  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  Thus  the  citizen 
acquires  a  species  of  property  in  his  govern- 
ment, which  he  has  a  right  to  enjoy  without 
molestation,  and  without  disturbance.  In  form- 
ing or  maintaining  a  government,  it  is  the  priv- 
ilege and  duty  of  those  who  have  or  are  about 
to  associate  together  for  that  purpose,  to  modify 
and  limit  the  rights,  or  wholly  exclude  from  the 
association,  any  and  every  species  of  persons 
who  would  endanger,  lessen,  or  in  the  least 
impair  the  enjoyment  of  these  rights.  We  have 
seen  that  the  application  of  this  principle  limits 
the  rights  of  our  sons,  modifies  the  privileges  of 
our  wives  and  daughters,  and  would  not  be  un- 
just if  it  excluded  the  negro  altogether.  It  is 
the  party  to  this  compact  that  should  complain, 
not  the  stranger.  Even  hospitality  does  not 
sanction  complaint  under  such  circumstances. 
True,  these  persons  may  be  unfortunate,  but  the 
government  is  not  unjust. 

If  your  committee  are  correct  in  their  views, 
the  question  presented  for  consideration  is  plain- 
ly this  :  Would  the  admission  of  the  negro,  as  a 
citizen,  tend  in  the  least  to  lessen,  endanger  or 
impair  the  enjoyment  of  our  govermental  in- 
stitutions? In  other  words,  would  the  acces- 
sion of  a  negro  population  produce  any  of  these 
consequences  ?  If  it  would,  we  should  be  un- 
wise to  admit  them  ;  if  it  would  not,  then  it 
would  be  wanton  and  wrong  to  exclude  them. 
The  whole  subject  should  be  properly  treated  as 
a  question  of  policy  or  contract,  where  self-in- 
terest is  just  as  properly  consulted  as  in  the  pro- 
motion of  a  commercial  treaty  or  a  private  con- 
tract. It  is  the  ivTiite  population  who  are  about 
to  form  a  government  for  themselves.  No  negro 
is  represented  in  this  convention,  and  no  one 
proposes  to  become  a  member  of  the  compact. 
It  is  the  white  people  of  this  territory  who  pe- 
tition for  the  admission  of  the  negro.  They 
necessarily  believe  that  the  introduction  of  such 
a  population  as  citizens  would  not  interfere"  with 
the  enjoyments  of  the  white  citizens,  or  they 
place  this  admission  on  the  ground  that  the  ne- 
gro has  the  arbitrary  claim,  based  as  a  natural 
right.     The  proposition  would  stand  thus  : 

1st.  That  the  negroes  are  a  desirable,  or,  at 
least,  a  harmless  po[)ulation  ; 

tid.  That  the  negro  has  a  natural  right  to  be 
admitted  as  an  equal  citizen. 

The  former  proposition  begs;  the  latter  de- 
mands. 

Can  the  negro  be  admitted  to  those  privileges 
and  not  impair  the  rights  of  the  whites  ?  Your 
committee  think  not.  The  government,  then, 
would  bo  unjust  to  admit  them.  The  uegro  not 
being  a  party  to  the  government,  has  no  right 
to  partake  of  its  privileges. 
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However  your  committee  may  commisserate 
with  the  degraded  conditioa  of  the  negroes,  and 
feel  for  his  fate,  yet  they  can  never  consent  to 
open  the  doors  of  our  beautiful  State,  and  invite 
him  to  settle  our  lands.  The  policy  of  other 
States  would  drive  the  whole  black  population 
of  the  Union  upon  us.  The  ballot-box  would 
fall  into  their  hands,  and  a  train  of  evils  would 
follow,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
would  be  incalculable.  The  rights  of  persona 
would  be  less  secure,  and  private  property  ma- 
terially impaired.  The  injustice  to  the  white 
population  would  be  beyond  computation.  There 
are  strong  reasons  to  induce  the  belief  that  the 
two  races  could  not  exist  in  the  same  govern- 
ment upon  an  equality  without  discord  and  vio- 
lence, that  might  eventuate  in  insurrection, 
bloodshed  and  final  extermination  of  one  of  the 
two  races.  No  one  can  doubt  that  a  degraded 
prostitution  of  moral  feeling  would  ensue  ;  a 
tendency  to  amalgamate  the  two  races  would  be 
superinduced  ;  a  degraded  and  reckless  popula- 
tion would  follow;  idleness,  crime  and  misery 
would  come  in  their  train,  and  government  it- 
self fall  into  anarchy  or  despotism. 

(Signed)  j.  c.  Hall. 

D.  W.  Price. 
Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  the 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  I  make  that  motion  with  a  view 
to  bring  the  majority  repoit  before  us  for  con- 
sideration, when  I  shall  move  to  postpone  in- 
definitely the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  majority  of 
the  committee  was  read. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  The  usual  course  with  re- 
gard to  these  reports  is  to  have  them  printed. 
I  will  move  that  one  hundred  copies  of  each  of 
these  reports  be  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  convention. 

Several  members  voting  in  the  negative  upon 
putting  the  question — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  were  ordered.  ' 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  like  to  ask,  for  infor- 
mation, whether  the  remarks  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  are  to 
be  printed,  or  only  the  report  itself?  I  under- 
stood a  portion  of  that  to  be  merely  an  argu- 
ment. ° 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is  to  print 
the  report,  and  that  formed  a  portion  of  the  re- 
port. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  ordering  the 
report  to  be  printed,  it  was  agreed  to ;  yeas  20 
nays  8,  as  follows :  >  j  •, 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hall. 
Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patterson 
Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Solomon' 
Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gower,  Skiff,  Traer  and 
Winchestei*. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  when  his  name 
was  called,  said : 

I  desire  to  say,  in  explanation  of  my  vote, 
that  I  shall  vote  against  printing,  because  I  do 
not  want  to  give  the  subject  so  much  import- 
ance in  this  convention. 

Bill  of  Rights. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry ,from  the  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  Bill  of  rights,  submitted 
the  following  report  : 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  of  rights,  beg  leave  to  report  the  same  back 
without  amendment,  except  section  one,  in  which 
they  would  recommend  that  the  word  "inde- 
pendent" be  stricken  out,  and  the  word  "equal" 
substituted. 

In  regard  to  section  four,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  submit  separate  reports.  The  reasons 
of  Mr,  Wilson  for  deeming  an  amendment  un- 
necessary are  submitted  herewith  as  follows  : 

One  object  of  the  convention  in  referring  sec- 
tion four,  of  the  bill  of  rights,  to  a  select  "com- 
mittee, was  to  have  the  committee  pass  upon 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  said  section  as 
to  embody  in  it  a  clause  securing  to  the  people 
the  right  to  introduce  the  testimony  of  negroes, 
mulattoes  and  Indians  into  the  courts  of  this 
State.  The  committee  have  been  unable  to  har- 
monise their  views  in  relation  to  said  section 
and  have  concluded  to  place  before  the  conven- 
tion, in  the  form  of  reports,  the  different  views 
of  the  members  of  the  committee.  The  under- 
signed, therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  his  views  of  the  subject  referred  to 
the  commitiee. 
After  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject, 
I  the  undersigned  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  object  sought  to  be  attained  by 
the  amendment  proposed  in  the  convention,  is 
secured  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill  of  rights. 
The  section  referred  to  declares  as  follows  : 

"  All  men  are  by  nature  free  and  equal,  and 
have  certain  unalienable  rights,  among  which 
are  those  of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  lib- 
erty, acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting 
property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety 
and  happiness." 

The  right  of  "defending  life  and  liberty,"  and 
of  "protecting  property,"  set  forth  in  this  section 
as  natural  rights,  are  not  taken  away  when 
men  associate  themselves  into  governmental  or- 
ganizations. The  rights  remain  unimpaired — 
the  method  of  protecting  them  only  being 
changed.  In  a  state  of  nature  man  must  depend 
upon  his  physical  powers  to  protect  his  rights — 
under  constitutional  government  he  depends 
upon  the  laws  as  administered  by  the  courts  of 
justice. 

The  right  of  protecting  life,  liberty  and 
property,  being  guaranteed  by  the  constitution 
to  every  man,  it  follows  as  a  consequence,  that 
every  one  is  entitled  to  exercise  all  these  rights 
necessary  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right 
thus  guaranteed.  This  point  being  determined, 
it  follows  that  the  citizen  thus  having  the  right 
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guaranteed  to  him  of  protecting  his  life,  liberty 
and  property,  by  application  to  the  courts  of 
justice,  he  also  has  the  right  to  introduce  testi- 
mony ;  for  without  this  right,  the  protection  held 
out  to  him  by  the  constitution,  would  be  no  bet- 
ter than  heartless  mockery — it  would  be  but 
to  invite  him  into  the  temple  of  Justice,  while 
the  doors  are  bolted  and  barred  against  him. 
Testimony  is  as  essential  to  the  protection  of 
life,  liberty  and  property,  in  courts  of  justice, 
as  air  is  to  the  enjoyment  of  animal  life ;  and 
every  interference  with  the  right  is  an  act 
of  usurpation  not  warranted  by  the  constitution. 
The  present  constitution  of  Iowa  contains  no 
clause  conflicting  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  this 
right.  The  amended  constitution,  which  this 
body  will  submit  to  the  people,  will  make  no 
change  in  the  present  constitution  in  this  respect. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  General  Assembly 
have  no  power  under  the  present  constitution, 
nor  will  they  have  under  the  amended  constitu- 
tion, to  infringe  upon  this  right  as  recognized 
and  guaranteed  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill  of 
rights.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  matters  not 
what  the  color  of  the  witness  may  be,  if  his  tes- 
timony be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
life,  liberty,  or  property  of  a  party  to  a  judicial 
proceeding,  the  party  interested  has  the  right  to 
introduce  him,  and  any  law  which  seeks  to  de- 
prive the  party  of  this  right,  infringes  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  people,  and  is,  there- 
fore, void. 

The  undersigned,  believing  that  the  foregoing 
views  of  the  constitution  are  correct,  can  see  no 
necessity  for  re-declaring  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill  of  rights  in  any  other 
section,  and  would,  therefore,  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  fourth  section  without  amend- 
ment. James  F.  Wilson. 

I  fully  concur  with  his  reasoning,  so  far  as 
the  same  goes  to  show  that  such  amendment  as 
is  proposed  ought  not  to  be  necessary.  But,  un- 
fortunately, legislatures  and  courts,  and  those 
clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority,  are  not 
always  governed  by  correct  principles.  If  such 
were  the  case,  we  might  dispense  with  the  whole 
bill  of  rights.  In  fact  the  same  process  of  rea- 
soning would  strike  out  nearly  every  section 
after  the  first.  In  regard  to  the  "necessity"  of 
the  proposed  amendment,  "  stubborn  facts" 
would  seem  to  establish  it  beyond  contro- 
versy. As  the  laws  now  stand,  all  classes, 
sects,  and  parties,  stand  alike,  individuals  of  all 
kinds  being  liable  to  disaljilities  only  on  account 
of  their  own  bad  character,  misfortunes,  or  of- 
fences. I  do  not,  therefore,  recommend  this 
amendment  on  accouut  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of, 
any  one,  two,  or  more  classes  ;  but  for  all,  to 
forever  protect  all. 

The  Legislature  of  our  own  state  has  once 
blackened  our  statute  book  with  a  most  infa- 
mous law,  depriving  one  whole  class  and  race 
of  men  from  being  witnesses  in  courts  of  law, 
against  the  spirit  and  letter  of  this  b^xiw  first 
section,  and  that,  too,  under  our  old  Constitution. 

That  law  remained  in  lull  force,  a  disgrace 
and  reproach  to  our  state,  yet  sustained  in  all  our 


courts,  until  it  was  repealed  at  the  last   session 
of  our  legislature  1 

"What  warrrant  have  we,  therefore,  that  the 
next,  or  some  subsequent  legislature,  may  not 
re-enact  the  same  laws;  or  go  further,  and  em- 
brace other  classes,  sects,  and  parties  of  men? 
It  is,  in  fact,  publicly  proclaimed  by  one  of  the 
great  parties  that,  if  reinstated  in  power,  they 
will  re-enact  them  ;  and  gentlemen  in  this  con- 
vention have  expressed  their  willingness  to  go 
further,  and  compel  every  member  of  certain 
classes  to  leave  the  State.  With  nearly  the  same 
declaration  of  rights  in  their  constitutions  as 
set  forth  in  our  famous  first  section,  other  States 
have  also  passed  laws  depriving  whole  classes 
and  sects  of  individuals  of  rights  to  which  all 
other  citizens  were  entitled,  and  especially  of 
this  right  of  giving,  and  of  having  given,  testi- 
mony in  courts  of  justice.  W^ith  all  these  stub- 
born facts  in  view,  can  it  be  possible  that  any 
one  who  'v^ishes  to  secure  to  every  individual 
the  rights  set  forth  in  the  first  section,  can  have 
any  objection  to  the  amendment  proposed  to  the 
fourth  section  ?  Nay,  who  can  deny  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  incorporating  such  a  provision 
in  our  constitution  to  prevent  party  madness, 
fanatical  bigotry,  narrow-minded  jealousy,  and 
low-minded  prejudice  from  again  outraging  the 
most  obvious  principles  of  human  rights  and 
ordinary  justice,  and  the  common  decencies  of 
manhood,  by  their  "  class  legislation,"  and  par- 
tizan  enactments  ? 

In  crder  to  deprive  the  unfiur  and  the  ungen- 
erous of  all  grounds  for  the  charge  that  such 
amendment  is  sought  for  the  especial  benefit  of 
any  one  class,  I  would  recommend  its  adoption 
in  the  following  form  : 

"No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qual- 
ification for  any  oifice  of  public  trust,  and  no 
person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights, 
privileges  or  capacities,  or  disqualified  from  the 
performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  private  du- 
ties, or  rendered  incompetent  to  give  evidence 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  in  consequence  of 
his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  religion. 

"  And  any  person,  being  a  suitor  in  any  court, 
shall  have  the  right  of  taking  and  using  the  tes- 
timony of  any  other  person,  not  being  a  co-par- 
ty, nor  his  own  wife,  nor  the  wife  of  a  co-party, 
and  not  being  under  legal  disability  on  account 
of  conviction  for  crime." 

Section  ten  a  majority  of  the  committee  re- 
port back,  as  it  came  to  them  without  any  addi- 
tional amendment. 

R.  L.  B.  Clarke,  Chairman. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  opinions  of 
Mr.  Ilai-ris,  who  is  a  member  of  the  committee, 
have  not  been  handed  in. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Mr.  Harris,  a  member  of 
this  special  committee  upon  the  bill  of  rights, 
is  confined  to  his  room  by  indisposition,  and  has 
requested  mo  to  present  the  report  which  he  has 
drawn  up,  as  the  minority  of  the  committee,  to 
the  convention. 

The  minoritj'  report  was  read  as  follows  : 

'•  The  undersigned,  as  one  of  the  special  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  of  rights,    • 
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with  instructions  to  consider  sections  one,  four 
and  ten,  and  correct  if  necessary  the  phraseolo- 
gy of  section  eighteen,  as  amended,  begs  leave 
to  make  the  following  report,  viz  : 

The  amendment  pending  to  section  one,  can- 
not in  striking  out  "independent"'  and  inserting 
"equal,"  secure  to  any  one  particularly  rights 
they  would  not  equally  enjoy,  if  section  one  be 
permitted  to  remain  as  now  fixed  in  the  present 
constitution. 

The  ''sovereignty  of  the  people  being  with  us 
a  well  conceded  axiom,"  it  follows  that  with  our 
theory,  (which  none  here  deny)  there  can  be  no 
power  greater  than  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
people,  and  if  superior  to  all  other  power,  be- 
ing the  source  of  all  power,  they  must  as  to 
government  be  independent.  Where  freemen 
form  social  and  political  compacts,  they  are  each 
equal  to  the  other  in  natural  and  political 
rights,  and  independent  of  all  other  political 
and  social  relations,  and  the  peculiar  phraseol- 
gy  of  our  bill  of  rights  that  "All  men  are  by 
nature  free  and  independent"  when  definitions 
are  given  of  the  substrator  that  underlies  all 
our  institutions  of  government,  occurring  more 
frequently  than  any  other  form  of  expression  in 
the  constitutions  of  the  several  States,  it  is  no 
more  than  fair  to  presume  the  multitude  of 
statesmen  and  scholars  who  have  adopted  that 
word  as  the  most  expressive  of  the  true  relation 
of  men  civilized  and  associated  under  a  form  of 
government  whose  fountain  source  is  themselves, 
have  not  used  the  word  independent  so  freely 
without  some  proper  understanding  of  its  true 
meaning  and  correct  use.  I  can  see  no  reason 
for  striking  it  out. 

In  the  discussion  that  took  place  here  on  the 
amendment  offered  to  section  four,  it  was  con- 
ceded that  the  main  object  of  the  amendment 
was  to  place  mulattoes  and  negroes,  and  per- 
haps Indians  too,  equal  to  any  and  all  other 
class  of  persons  as  to  the  right  of  giving  testi- 
mony in  courts  of  justice,  a  right  all  admit  can 
only  be  denied  them  by  affirmative  prohibitory 
legislation,  under  the  present  constitution.  No 
especial  provisions  being  inserted  to  operate 
for  the  immediate  benefit  of  any  other  praticu- 
lar  class  of  persons  in  the  State,  with  the  record 
of  the  convention  pointing  to  the  fact  that  cer- 
tain things  were  done  in  order  to  more  certainly 
secure  the  rights  of  such  persons  of  color,  in 
matters  of  testimony — could  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned  but  be  construed  as  pointing  to 
such  persons  as  those,  to  protect  the  rights  of 
whom,  the  constitution  soon  to  be  submitted  to 
the  electors  of  the  State  was  especially  framed, 
and  of  course  according  to  them  a  higher  stan- 
dard for  integrity  and  intelligence  than  is  al- 
lowed to  those  less  deeply  colored,  a  distinction 
it  is  hoped  this  convention  is  not  prepared  to 
make. 

In  the  amendment  made  to  section  ten,  the 
words,  "and  in  cases  involving  the  liberty  of  an 
individual,"  &c.,  as  contradistinguished  from 
criminal  law,  and  disconnected  from  any  pro- 
ceedings in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law 
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of  the  State,  being  such  as  are  not  found  in  the 
constitution  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union, 
should,  before  being  finally  engrafted  in  our  own 
constitution,  be  carefully  considered.  And 
while  it  is  right  and  proper  to  cultivate  those 
humane  promptings  of  the  heart,  that  yearn  to 
alleviate  in  any  condition,  the  suffering  of  a  fel- 
low-man, care  should  be  taken  that  we  discrim- 
inate in  the  protection  we  would  afford  between 
the  protection  of  liberty,  secured  by  free  written 
constitutions,  created  and  supported  by  those 
who  are  to  be  governed  by  them,  and  liberty  as 
defined  by  the  anarchical  and  unbridled  mob. 
"We  have  sworn  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  unless  we  would  prove 
recreant  to  the  oaths  we  have  taken,  and  teach 
treason  to  its  precepts,  we  must  secure,  by  the 
provisions  of  our  constitution,  on  the  part  of  ofir 
courts  and  citizens,  a  due  observance  of  the 
faith  pledged  to  the  citizens  and  laws  of  other 
States,  we  imposed  by  becoming  a  party  to  the 
compact  of  the  Union,  and  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility of  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  that  compact.  Unless  thus  prepared, 
it  would  seem  more  proper  to  cancel  the  bond 
and  claim  an  exemption  in  future  from  the  du- 
ties of  the  compact. 

It  will  be  observed  by  referrence  to  the  sec- 
ond paragraph  of  section  two,  article  four,  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  any  one 
committing  a  crime  in  any  other  State,  cannot, 
if  arrested  in  Iowa,  demand  a  speedy  and  im- 
partial trial  by  jury  in  Iowa,  but  must,  on  de- 
mand, be  delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of  the 
State  where  the  ofi'ense  was  committed,  to  be 
tried  by  the  courts  of  such  State.  The  reason 
is  obvious.  There  is  no  offense  against  the  laws 
of  this  State.  The  offender  must  answer  to  the 
law  violated.  There  is  no  offense  against  the 
law  of  any  other  State.  The  crime  being  local, 
the  right  to  jury  trial  must  be  equally  local  and 
confined.  The  third  paragraph  of  said  section 
provides  that  "no  person  held  to  service  or  la- 
bor," &c.,  "shall  be  discharged,  but  be  delivered 
up  on  demand  of  any  one  to  whom  such  ser- 
vice or  labor  is  due."  If  any  person  can  point 
to  the  reason  why  one  of  those  provisions  is 
more  binding  than  the  other,  they  will  make  a 
distinction  the  undersigned  has  never  been  able 
to  observe. 

In  the  first  instance,  while  the  man  is  presum- 
ed to  be  innocent,  he  is,  on  demand,  without 
proof,  handed  over  to  the  iron  clasps  and  stern 
demands  of  a  supposed  sanguinary  criminal 
code  of  a  foreign  State,  to  undergo  an  inquisi- 
torial investigation  that  is  to  consign  him,  per- 
haps to  a  death  of  infamy,  and  his  family  to  a 
life  of  shame.  And  yet  there  is  no  proof.  Why 
submit  to  see  those  manacles  placed  so  rudely 
on  his  palsied  trembling  limbs  ?  For  no  other 
reason  than  that  a  State  we  account  to  be  sove- 
reign and  independent  has  made  the  demand, 
and  our  faith  with  her  requires  that  we  shall  not 
come  between  her  offended  majesty  and  those 
offending,  but  must  trust  the  accused  to  her  jus- 
tice and  amenity.     Do  these  reasons  apply  with 
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equal  force  to  those  escaping  from  labor,  &c.? 
Why  not  ?  That  which  is  the  legal  due  of  the 
citizea  of  one  State,  by  the  statutes  thereof,  may 
otherwise  be  cancelled  by  the  laws  of  another; 
and  it  would  seem  clear  that  the  courts  of  a 
iitAi'}  <;annot  enforce  rights  created  by  the  laws 
of  another  State,  which  are  in  violation  of  its 
Vjwn  laws.  But  they  may  hand  the  parties  over 
to  have  their  rights  determined  by  the  courts  of 
the  titiite  where  the  rights  are  created  and  ob- 
ligations incurred. 

The  undersigned  can,  (whether  so  intended 
or  not)  only  look  on  the  amendment  as  it  stands 
as  a  full  and  complete  nullification  of  any  laws 
Congress  might  pass  in  aid  of  those  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  before 
referred  to,  and  a  solemn  protest  agaiust  com- 
plyii;g  with  the  demands  that  may  be  made  for 
persoiis  who  may  have  escaped  from  other  States 
in  either  case. 

TL3  undersigned  would  for  these  reasons  re- 
commend that  sections  one,  four  and  ten,  of  the 
bill  of  rights  in  the  present  constitutiou  be 
adopted  without  any  amendment  or  change ;  and 
that  section  eighteen  as  amended  be  adopted. 
All  oi'  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  A.  HARRIS." 

.Vr.  JOHNSTON  and  Mr.  GILLASPY  moved 
that  one  hundred  copies  of  the  reports  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  convention. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  say  that 
the  report  embracing  that  article  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  con- 
fine their  attention  to  sections  one,  four,  ten  and 
eighteen.  The  majority  of  the  committee  re- 
port back  the  article,  agreeing  upon  three  of 
these  sections.  That  is  the  report.  That  re- 
port wati  accompanied  by  the  Chairman's  re- 
marks which  he  read  here.  DiflFering  with  these 
remarks,  another  gentleman  presents  his  views. 
Doe.i  thegentlemau  from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy] 
desire  to  have  these  lattor  remarks  printed,  or 
botli  ? 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  supposed  that  these  pa- 
pers were  intended  as  reports,  and  not  merely 
ar^'uments  or  speeches. 

The  PRESIDENT.     They  are  arguments. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Well,  sir,  if  there  is  a  dig- 
positiun  not  to  have  them  printed,  1  shall  move 
11  call  of  the  convention,  in  order  that  Mr.  Har- 
ris can  be  brought  in  here  to  answer  for  him- 
aclf.  I  suppose  it  would  be  proper  to  print 
t\vi  whole.  I  understand  that  a  report  present- 
ed this  morning,  as  much  of  an  argument  and 
as  much  like  a  speech  as  these,  upon  the  right 
of  sulfrage,  has  been  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
the  action  of  the  convention  this  morning.  Mr. 
Hftrri?  was  too  unwell  to  leel  disposed  to  re- 
main here;  but  I  know  ho  desires  to  have  this 
payor  printed,  and  1  presume  that  the  other 
members  of  the  comuiittee  wish  this  report 
printed.  If  there  is  a  disposition  not  to  print, 
i  shcil  move  a  call  of  the  convention,  in  order 
that  Mr,  Harris  may  be  brought  in  hero  to  an- 
ftwer  tor  himself. 


Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  will  move  to  amend, 
by  adding,  "  provided  that  the  printer  has 
material  enough  on  hand  without  sending  to  the 
foundry  for  more  stock." 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  We  have  a  printer  at  Da- 
venport, and  if  this  cannot  be  printed  here  we 
can  send  it  there. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Without  intend- 
ing any  disrespect  to  any  of  these  gentlemen,  I 
shall  vote  upon  this  proposition  as  upon  the  other 
against  the  printing.  The  gentleman  from 
Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy]  has  announced  repeat- 
edly that  the  Republican  party  are  responsible 
for  what  is  done  here,  and  the  papers  of  the 
party  to  which  that  gentleman  belong!  will 
trumpet  it  through  the  country,  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  are  spending  their  time  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  nigger  question.  The  attempt  is 
now  being  made  to  misrepresent  upon  that 
ground,  the  position  of  at  least  a  majority  of 
the  Republicans  upon  this  floor.  And  if  we 
print  this  report,  gentlemen  will  go  home  and 
shake  these  reports  in  their  hands  "nd  say,  see 
how  the  Republican  party  are  spending  their 
time  and  the  money  of  the  people  in  printing 
their  reports  on  niggerism.  I  am  not  willing  to 
give  them  that  opportunity.  Hence  I  voted 
against  printing  the  report  this  morning,  and  I 
shall  vote   against  printing  these. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  will  be  found  to 
have  been  the  first  man  upon  this  floor  to  say 
that  the  Republican  party  would  be  responsible 
for  the  action  of  this  convention.  I  understand 
that  since  that  time  he  has  repudiated  tho  Re- 
publican party.  .  I  do  not  know  now  that  he  is 
the  champion  of  the  Republican  party.  So  far 
as  1  am  concerned,  I  have  no  particular  desire  to 
Bee  these  papers  printed,  although  I  shall  vote 
for  it.  My  agency  has  expired,  so  far  as  pre- 
senting this  report  is  concerned,  and  as  there 
seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  object  to  the  print- 
ing, I  mov»  a  call  of  the  convention,  that  Mr. 
Harris  may  be  brought  in  to  answer  for  him- 
self. 

The  motion  for  a  call  of  the  convention  was 
agreed  to. 

Upon  calling  the  roll,  the  following  were  the 
absentees : 

Messrs.  Cotton,  Day,  Ells,  Harris,  Marvin, 
Parvin  and  Todhunter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON,  Mr.  Day  was 
excused. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  GOWER,  Mr.  Parvin  was 
excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  Messrs.  Ells  and 
Todhunter  were  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAY,  Mr.  Marvin  was  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  that  Mr. 
Harris  be  excused  [Laughter]. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  know  that  Mr.  Harris  de- 
sires to  come. 

Mr.  TRAER.     I  will  inquire  if  he  is  any  bet- 
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ter  than  he  was  a  few  minutes  ago.  I  understood 
him  to  be  confined  to  his  room. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  No  sir.  He  would  desire  to 
be  here. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  Mr.  Har- 
ris, all  the  others  having  been  excused. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  that  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  PRESIDENT  ruled  the  motion  not  to  be 
in  order,  a  sufficient  time  not  having  elapsed  to 
answer  the  object  of  the  call. 

Mr.  HARRIS  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUNKER, 

Further  proceedings  under  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  GILLASPY,  to  print  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  reports  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  put 
the  Convention  to  any  trouble  in  this  matter.  I 
undei'stand  that  there  is  some  misapprehension 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  did  not  understand, 
until  this  morning,  what  was  to  be  the  charac- 
ter of  the  report  upon  the  other  side,  whether 
one  or  two  reports.  But  I  learned  this  morning 
that  there  was  to  be  but  one  report,  though  the 
majority  did  not  concur  in  all  respects.  I  found, 
upon  consultation,  that  I  disagreed  with  the 
majority  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  sections 
one,  four  and  ten — that  is,  I  did  not  disagree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wil- 
son,] in  regard  to  the  proper  report  to  be  made 
upon  section  four,  but  I  disagreed  with  him  as  to 
the  reasons  why  such  a  report  should  be  made. 

I  was  very  unwell  this  morning,  and  am  so 
yet,  and  do  not  feel  able  to  be  in  attendance  up- 
on the  sittngs  of  this  body  ;  otherwise,  I  would 
not  have  put  the  Convention  to  the  trouble  of 
sending  for  me.  As  to  the  printing  of  these  re- 
ports, I  have  no  objections  to  its  being  done. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  voted  this  morning  against 
printing  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  for  the  reason  that  this 
Convention  has  employed  a  reporter,  and  made 
other  provision  for  the  regular  publication  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  body.  And  hence  the  pub- 
lishing of  the  report  of  a  committee  is  of  no 
practical  utility,  other  than  it  maybe  laid  before 
members  here,  so  that  they  may  know  how  to 
act  upon  it.  Whenever  a  committee  makes  a 
report  that  it  is  necessary  members  should  have 
before  them,  in  order  that  they  may  know  how 
to  act  upon  it,  such  a  report  I  think  should  be 
printed.  But  these  reports,  this  morning,  are 
mere  arguments  as  to  why  the  various  members 
of  the  committee  came  to  certain  conclusions. 
And  as  gentlemen  will  have  all  their  arguments 
reported  and  published  in  the  debates  of  this 
body,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  their  being 
published  separately.  For  that  reason  I  voted 
against  the  printing  of  the  other  report,  and 
shall  vote  against  the  printing  of  this  one,  cot 


out  of  any  disrespect  to    the   member: 
committee  or  their  arguments. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  submitted  my  \ie-.s  .n 
this  report  in  relation  to  the  fourth  scctioti  of 
the  bill  of  rights ;  but  as  I  do  not  think  the  Con- 
vention will  be  a  great  deal  tho  wiser  bj'  having 
the  views  of  the  different  members  of  this  com- 
mittee printed  and  laid  before  them,  I  shu'.l  vote 
against  the  printing.  And  in  order  to  gti  i  1  of 
all  this  printing,  I  shall  vote  to  reconsiil'.r  the 
vote  given  by  the  Convention  a  short  time  since, 
ordering  the  printing  of  the  report  of  tho  sfilect 
committee  on  the  right  of  suifrage.  i  o.~<  not 
think  my  views,  as  expressed  in  this  report,  ■'vill 
enlighten  the  Convention  a  great  deal,  niu!  I 
shall  vote  against  their  being  printed,  being  sat- 
isfied that  they  will  go  into  the  regular  report 
of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  this  Conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  YOTTNG.  I  voted  to  print  the  rep^ri  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  right  of  sutfrage. 
but  I  did  so  with  the  intention  to  vote  for  a  re- 
consideration at  the  proper  time.  I  considered 
the  report  as  merely  an  argument,  and  did  not 
believe  that  it  would  be  of  any  benefit  whaLever 
to  us  to  have  it  printed ;  and  I  shall  move  a  re- 
consideration of  that  vote  when  the  proper  time 
arrives. 

And  I  shall  vote  against  the  printing  of  tiie 
diflerent  arguments  submitted  by  the  diTevent; 
gentlemen  upon  the  select  committee  on  tl;'j  bill 
of  rights.  And  if  the  motion  to  print,  nov,'  be- 
fore us,  does  not  prevail,  then  I  shall  more  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  ordering  the  p--''"C' 
of  the  former  reports. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  voted  for  .t,o 
printing  of  the  reports  that  were  presented  this 
morning  from  the  select  committee  on  the  right 
of  suffrage.  And  one  reason  why  I  did  so  was, 
that  I  supposed  I  saw  a  disposition  manifested 
here,  upon  the  part  of  some,  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  this  question.  And  I  was  anxious 
that  all  gentlemen  here,  who  desired  to  make, 
upon  the  floor  of  this  convention,  any  political 
capital  out  o1  this  or  any  other  question,  should 
have  every  chance  to  do  so.  I  wanted  to  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  do  so;  I  would  let 
them  alone ;  I  would  let  them  take  ail  they 
wanted,  without  any  restriction  at  all,  11'  you 
do  that,  you  will  soon  find  that  they  "wiii  give 
up  that  game.  It  is  only  when  you  are  afraid, 
when  you  betray  any  feeling  of  timidity  as  to 
what  the  people  somewhere  will  say  aboat  this 
terrible  negro,  who  has  got  into  the  wood  pile 
here,  that  you  encourage  men  to  endeavor  to 
make  political  capital  of  this  matter. 

Now  there  is  no  political  capital  to  be  made 
out  of  this  subject.  And  men,  who  get  up  "j^ere, 
and  try  to  make  political  capital  of  this  thing, 
would  do  well  to  examine  into  this  matter,  .nnd 
see  how  to  use  the  capital  bye  and  bje  '.hey 
may  succeed  in  making  here.  No  one  need 
be  afraid  of  anything  that  comes  before  him,  it 
he  acts  with  a  good  conscience,  and  with  a  de- 
termination to  do  that  which  is  right.  1;  ha 
will  do  that  he  may  rest  assured  of  the  future  ; 
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if  he  will  only  not  look  back  but  ahead,  ■when 
his  record  is  completed,  it  will  be  all  right. 

In  regard  to  this  motion  to  print  this  report, 
I  am  perlectlv  willing  it  should  be  done.  I  will 
vote  for  it,  if  the  motion  comes  from  the  other 
fide  of  the  house.  If  they  can  use  this  report 
in  any  way,  I  want  thera  to  have  the  full  benefit 
of  it.  I  am  so  conscious  that  the  more  this 
matter  is  talked  about,  and  noised  around,  the 
more  will  the  truth  prevail,  that  I  am  perfectly 
willing  the  other  side  should  have  as  many 
copies  of  these  reports  printed  and  circulated  as 
they  may  see  fit  to  order.  If  they  will  only  cir- 
culate them,  that  is  all  I  ask. 

I  was  rather  surprised  with  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  select  committee  on  the  right  of 
suffrage.  I  certainly  understand  the  gentlemen 
[Messrs.  Hall  and  Price,]  who  signed  that  re- 
port, as  agreeing  with  the  majority  that  this 
matter  should  be  submitted  to  the  people.  By 
reference  to  the  resolution,  reported  from  the 
committee  now  on  file  here,  it  will  be  found  that 
erasures  were  made  in  it,  and  that  was  done  to 
satisfy  one  of  those  gentlemen,  [Mr.  Hall,]  that 
he  might  consent  to  have  it  brought  in  here. 
Knowing  that,  I  was  rather  surprised  when  this 
minority  report  was  brought  in  here. 

If  the  convention  refuses  to  print  th?  report 
now  before  us,  1  will  vote  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  printing  of  the  other  report,  that 
all  may  fare  alike. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  cannot  understand  why 
,  <  there  is  any  hesitation  in  regard  to  printing 
.. .  these  reports.  We  have  never  refused  to  print 
'  the  reports  of  committees  when  they  have  here- 
tofore been  presented  to  this  convention.  Is 
tnere  anything  in  this  particular  subject  before 
the  convention,  to  make  members  anyway  timid 
to  go  before  people?  There  is  nothing  unusual 
in  the  character  of  these  reports.  Here  is  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  education  which  was 
printed  without  a  single  word  of  opposition,  and 
the  minority  report  has  gone  into  an  argument 
agiiinst  the  majority  report.  Look  at  the  re- 
ports made  by  committees  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. They  contain  arguments  for  the  purpose 
<jf  informing  their  respective  houses  upon  the 
sulijects  in  regard  to  which  they  treat.  That  is 
the  object  of  u  report;  to  examine  into  and 
ftialc  the  reasons  for  or  against  a  given  jiropo- 
sition. 

Now  I  desire  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  these 
rejiorts,  because  I  wish  to  have  the  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke,]  laid 
upon  my  table,  for  I  have  forgotten  now  wliat 
they  were.  So  it  is  with  regard  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Ajjpanoose,  [Mr. 
Harris.]  Now  I  see  no  reason  for  making  a  dif- 
ference in  the  treatment  of  these  reiujrts  from 
■what  was  bestowed  upon  other  reports  before 
this  convention. 

There  is  some  little  difference  in  the  subject 
itself.  Now  I  look  upon  this  subject  introduced 
here  this  morning,  as  the  most  important  subject 
that  can    come  before  this  convention.     There 


is  a  new  era  to  be  inaugurated.  There  is  an  at- 
tempt made  upon  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  to 
introduce  into  the  political  arena  another  race 
of  men,  a  race  to  which,  thank  God,  I  do  not 
belong.  Now  I  will  state  here,  once  for  all,  that 
my  position  is  in  flivor  of  the  white  race,  and  of 
their  keeping  the  exclusive  control  of  this  gov- 
ernment— I  want  it  understood — the  exclusive 
control  of  this  government.  And  I  will  vote 
against  every  proposition  that  looks  to  the  in- 
troduction of  any  other  race  into  the  political 
action  of  this  country. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
of  printing  these  reports,  for  the  reason  that  the 
standing  committee  upon  the  right  of  suffrage, 
of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chairman, 
was  the  first  standing  committee  that  made  a 
report  to  this  convention.  That  committee 
unanimously  agree!  to  recommend  the  article  on 
the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  present  constitution 
without  amendment.  Their  report  was  not 
printed,  and  was  the  only  report  of  a  standing 
committee  of  this  convention  that  was  laid  upon 
the  table  without  being  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Subsequently  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  submitted  the  motion  to  have  that  re- 
port, as  also  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
bill  of  rights,  referred  to  select  committees.  Let 
us  look  at  our  presentposition.  We  have  passed 
a  resolution  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  or  before  the 
fourth  of  next  month.  Now  those  very  gentle- 
men who  are  trying  to  have  these  reports  print- 
ed have  made  more  buncombe  speeches,  trying 
to  throw  upon  others  the  responsibility  of  en- 
deavoring to  prolong  the  sessions  of  this  con- 
vention, than  any  others  here.  Now  right  iipon 
the  eve  of  a  final  adjournment  of  this  convention, 
when  every  man  is  anxious  to  get  through  and 
go  home,  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  ask  to  have 
these  reports  printed. 

What  do  these  reports  consist  of?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  has  merely 
submitted  a  resolution,  a  proposition  in  the  form 
of  a  resolution,  for  the  people  to  vote  upon  when 
they  vote  upon  this  constitution.  In  opposition 
to  that  is  a  long  argumentative  speech  from  the 
minority  of  that  committee,  which  has  already 
been  printed  in  the  form  of  a  report  to  a  former 
convention.  Now  I  ask  what  light  can  this 
convention  expect  to  derive  from  having  all  these 
various  speeches,  in  the  form  of  reports,  printed 
and  laid  before  us?  None  at  all.  If  we  wish 
to  act  upon  this  subject,  let  us  take  up  tlie  res- 
olution which  is  directly  in  point,  discuss  it,  and 
dispose  of  it.  If  we  order  these  roi)orts  to  be 
printed,  it  will  be  three  or  four  days  before  wo 
got  them,  and  then  gentlemcu  will  want  three  or 
four  days  more  to  examine  and  refiect  upon 
them.  Thus  the  printing  of  these  reports  would 
have  a  tendency  to  prolong  the  sessions  of  this 
convention  from  a  week  to  ten  days  longer  than 
they  would  otherwise  be. 

I  shall  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  this 
motion  to  print,  so  that  the  responsibility  may 
fall  wiiero  it  bolon<>-3. 
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Jlr.  JOHNSTON.  I  will  second  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  think,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston,]  has  observed,  that  this  is 
perhaps  about  the  most  important  question — 
except  it  may  be,  the  banking  question — that 
can  come  before  this  convention.  And  I  believe 
the  people  feel  more  interest  in  this  question  at 
this  time  than  in  any  other,  except  the  one  I 
have  alluded  to.  They  desire  to  know  what  is 
to  be  the  action  of  this  convention  upon  this 
subject  of  negro  equality.  I  have  been  asked 
several  times  whether  there  would  be  any  change 
in  the  constitution  in  regard  to  the  word 
"white,"  wherever  it  occurs.  And  I  hare  in- 
variably replied  that  I  supposed  there  would  be 
no  change.  I  thought,  that  although  a  few 
members  might  be  in  favor  of  some  change,  yet 
the  majority  would  be  in  favor  of  leaving  it  as  it 
is  in  that  respect. 

It  is  with  a  view  to  let  the  people  know  what 
particular  members  of  the  convention  are  doing 
upon  this  subject,  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  print- 
ing of  these  reports.  It  has  been  said  here  that 
members  of  this  convention  have  been  misrepre- 
sented by  newspaper  writers,  in  regard  to  their 
position  upon  this  question.  If  thatis  so,  I  think 
the  very  way  to  disabuse  ourselves  of  these  mis- 
representations is  to  let  the  record  go  forth  to 
the  world,  and  if  the  record  misrepresents  us, 
let  us  correct  that ;  but  it  certainly  can  misrep- 
resent no  one. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  print,  it  was  not  agreed 
to  ;  yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Pe- 
ters, Price,  Robinson  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollings- 
worth,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Printing  of  the  Report  on  the  Right  of  Suffrage. 

Mr.  YOUNG  moved  to  re-consider  the  vote 
whereby  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Convention. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  hope  this  motion  will  not 
prevail,  and  I  will  suggest  one  reason  why  it 
should  not.  I  apprehend  that  the  rejection  of 
the  motion  to  print  which  has  just  been  made, 
was  because  the  motion  embraced  not  only  the 
reports  but  the  accompanying  remarks.  I  do 
not  understand  that  any  remarks  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  with  the  report  in  relation  to  which 
we  are  now  called  upou  to  vote.  That  report,  I 
understand,  was  an  entiertv.     Now  I  do  not  see 


the  necessity  of  inaugurating  at  this  late  hour, 
this  principle  of  not  printing  our  reports.  It  is 
usual  in  all  deliberative  bodies  to  print  all  the 
reports  made  to  them,  both  that  part  which  may 
be  considered  as  merely  argumentative,  and  the 
other  portions  also. 

Committees  are  constituted,  and  these  differ- 
ent subjects  referred  to  them,  with  the  view  that 
they  may  give  more  attention  to  them  than  can 
be  given  by  the  whole  body.  And  it  is  to  be 
expected,  and  nothing  but  right,  that  their 
views  should  be  spread  upon  the  record,  and 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  convention,  for  whose 
benefit  and  enlightenment  they  are  acting.  And 
it  is  but  due  to  this  committee  that  we  should 
receive  their  views,  and  place  them  in  such  a 
situation  that  we  can  read  and  understand  them. 
It  is  true  that  these  reports  have  been  read  at 
the  Secretary's  table  this  morning.  But  they 
are  somewhat  lengthy  and  argumentative,  and  I 
feel  the  need  myself  of  some  further  and  better 
opportunity  of  examining  them,  so  that  I  may 
understand  them.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  desire 
to  have  them  printed,  as  we  have  ordered  all 
other  of  our  reports  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  gentleman  from  Mills, 
[Mr.  Solomon,]  is  certainly  mistaken  in  regard 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  right  of 
suffrage  being  an  entierty,  and  containing  no  ar- 
gument. The  minority  report  included  a  long 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
[Mr.  Hall,]  as  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  did  not  draw  any  distinc- 
tinction  between  the  report,  and  the  argument 
contained  in  the  report.  I  drew  a  distinction 
between  printing  a  report,  and  the  remarks  ap- 
pended to  it,  as  I  believe  was  the  case  upon  the 
bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  can  see  no  difference  be-  . 
tween  the  report  submitted  by  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  sufi'rage,  and  that  of 
the  special  committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  for 
there  were  reasons  given  in  the  body  of  each  re- 
port for  submitting  certain  propositions,  and,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  those  remarks  constituted  a 
part  of  the  report.  And  if  we  order  the  reports 
to  be  printed  we  order  the  printing  of  the  re- 
marks as  part  and  parcel  of  the  reports. 

I  hope  this  printing  will  not  be  ordered.  We 
have  already  voted  down  the  proposition  to  print 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  bill 
of  rights,  and  I  hope  we  will  reconsider  tbe 
vote  ordering  the  other  report  to  be  printed,  and 
dispose  of  it  in  the  same  mauner  that  we  dis- 
posed of  the  other  report.  We  have  before  us 
in  a  printed  form  all  the  propositions  contained 
in  those  two  reports,  except  the  proposition  to 
submit  a  certain  question  to  ihe  people,  and  that 
resolution  we  can  act  upon  without  having  it 
printed. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider,  and  against  the  printing  of 
these  reports,  for  this  reason  :  there  is  only  one 
point  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  only  one  idea,  that  of 
striking  the  word  "  white"  out  of  the  constitu- 
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tioQ  wherever  it  occurs.  And  every  delegate  in 
this  coavention  knows  the  effect  of  that  proposi- 
tion perfectly  well.  It  is  not  like  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  incorporations,  or  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands, 
and  other  reports  where  all  the  different  parts 
of  a  regular  system,  organized  and  completed, 
are  laid  down.  There  is  but  the  one  idea  in  this 
report,  and  every  delegate  is  just  as  well  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  that  resolution  now,  as  if  it 
should  be  laid  u{>oii  his  desk  in  a  printed  form. 
And  farther  than  that ;  when  the  matter  comes 
up  for  our  action  upon  it,  I  am  myself,  and  I 
suppose  every  other  delegate  here  is,  just  as  well 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it  without  a  word  being 
said,  as  I  would  be  after  a  long  discussion.  1 
do  not  want  to  choke  off  any  delegate  who  has 
eloquent  speeches  to  make,  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  not  a  mind  will  be  changed  by  anything 
that  can  be  said  or  done  here. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  consider  it  a  matter  of 
much  consequence  whether  these  reports  are 
printed  for  the  use  of  members  or  not.  I  would 
not  have  arisen  to  have  said  one  word  upon  this 
subject,  but  for  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke],  That  gentleman  sub- 
mitted the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage  to  me  as  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  I  suggested  some  modifications 
to  him.  But  I  thought  it  was  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  did  not  approve  of  the  proposition 
in  any  form.  But  inasmuch  as  it  was  to  be  re- 
ported, I  was  desirous  to  have  it  prepared  in 
such  a  shape  that  my  judgment  would  approve  of 
it,  in  case  I  should  be  in  favor  of  it.  I  did 
not  anticipate  that,  after  what  I  had  said  in  this 
convention,  and  after  my  known  opinions  upon 
this  subject,  the  gentleman  would  leave  me  with 
the  impression  that  I  was  in  favor  of  that  re- 
port, or  would  vote  for  it  when  it  came  up  before 
the  convention.  I  regret  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  so  misunderstood  my  position  upon 
this  subject. 

The  subject  was  deemed  of  sufficient  import- 
ance by  the  convention,  after  it  had  been  gone 
over  by  a  standing  committee  and  discussed 
here,  incidentally  at  least,  to  a  very  considera- 
ble extent,  to  have  it  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. The  people  of  this  State  had  the  rig  it 
to  presume  that  we  considered  this  subject  as 
clothed  with  an  importance  that  did  not  pertain 
to  other  subjects  in  our  constitution.  But  few 
of  them  have  gone  through  the  forms  this  has, 
having  been  acted  upon  by  a  standing  commit- 
tee, and  then  by  a  select  committee.  When  it 
was  referred  to  that  select  committee,  it  was  as 
well  known  to  this  convention  then  as  now,  that 
this  committee,  as  it  was  composed,  woiiKl  have 
diversity  of  opinion.  The  very  moment  the 
committee  was  announced,  the  convention  knew 
they  could  not  agree  upon  tlie  subject,  from  the 
discussions  which  had  previously  taken  place. 
They  knew  there  would  be  a  majority  and  a 
minority  report.  1  believe  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  committee,  representing,  a"  it  did,  both 
sides  upon  the  question,  to  make  these  reports. 


and  I  think  it  was  their  duty  to  give  their  reasons 
in  their  reports  why  they  refused  to  agree  with 
each  other.  I  do  not  think  it  was  disrespectful 
or  improper  for  the  minority  to  do  so,  but  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  They  have  done  so, 
and  I  hope,  as  far  as  I  have  any  connection  with 
that  committee,  that  they  have  done  so  in  a 
respectful  manner. 

That  report  is  presented  here,  and  a  proposi- 
tion is  offered  to  print  it,  which  is  carried.  Now 
a  motion  is  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  One  gentle- 
man says  it  is  increasing  the  e.xpense  of  the 
convention.  Now  I  think  that  the  printing  of 
reports  made  this  morning  would  not  cost  as 
much  as  will  the  efforts  to  prevent  their  being 
printed.  I  think  that  we  have  been  acting  pen- 
ny-wise and  pound-foolish  in  this  matter,  by  oc- 
cupying so  much  time,  and  increasing  our  de- 
bates. 

Other  gentlemen  object  to  the  printing,  he- 
cause  they  say  there  is  an  effort  to  make  politi- 
cal capital  out  of  this  matter.  I  suppose  they 
refer  to  the  minority  here.  The  only  object  or 
effect  which  the  printing  of"  these  reports  can 
have  of  the  tendency  to  make  political  capital, 
is  by  reaching  the  ears  of  the  people  sooner.  If 
a  hundred  copies  of  these  reports  are  printed, 
they  will  be  distributed  among  the  different  pa- 
pers, and  the  views  of  the  minority  and  majori- 
ty will  in  that  way  reach  the  ears  of  the  people. 
Now  if  gentlemen  are  anxious  to  keep  their 
views  from  the  people,  for  fear  of  the  political 
capital  that  would  be  made  if  they  were  not 
kept  back,  then  they  are  right  in  voting  against 
the  printing  of  these  reports. 

I  do  not  believe  the  question  of  the  expense 
is  any  justification  at  all  for  refusing  to  print 
these  reports,  and  distributing  them  throughout 
the  State.  It  will  ccst  but  a  mere  trifle  to 
have  that  done,  and  without  feeling  very  tena- 
cious about  the  matter,  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of 
the  printing,  because  it  is  the  usual  and  common 
course.  This  is  the  first  time  during  the  sit- 
ting of  this  convention  that  we  have  refused  to 
print  a  report,  when  the  authors  of  it  asked  to 
have  it  printed,  and  a  large  number  of  gentle- 
men here  desired  it. 

Besides,  I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  courteous 
to  refuse  the  motion  to  print.  If  the  minority 
here — taking  party  as  the  dividing  line — des;iro 
to  have  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minori- 
ty printed,  it  strikes  me  that  there  is  something 
of  courtesy  due  to  that  minority.  We  have 
said  here  that  we  desire  to  have  these  reports 
printed,  that  they  may  be  sent  to  the  country 
immediately,  sooner  than  they  could  be  sent  if 
they  arc  only  published  in  our  debates.  That 
13  the  reason  I  want  to  have  these  reports  print- 
ed. And  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  majority 
will  be  uncourteous  and  unkind  towards  the  mi- 
nority, if  they  refuse  to  let  this  matter  go  to  the 
country,  in  which  the  minority  feel  as  strong 
an  interest,  with  as  strong  faith  in  the  justice  of 
the  siile  they  have  espoused  here  as  the  majori- 
ty possibly  can.  . 
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Mr.  GILLASPy.  I  voted  in  favor  of  print- 
ing these  reports,  and  1  did  so  from  an  honest 
motive.  I  belong  to  that  class  of  persons  in 
this  State  who  cannot  be  considered  as  political 
capital  manufacturers.  1  have  no  political  cap- 
ital to  make,  and  did  not  come  here  for  any 
Buch  purpose. 

Now  I  consider  it  very  unfair  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  who  control  all  these  committees, 
to  come  in  here  and  make  just  such  reports  as 
they  choose,  and  then  refuse  the  minority  the 
benefit  of  having  their  reports  printed.  Now 
my  only  desire  in  seeking  to  have  these  reports 
printed,  is  in  order  that  I  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  consider  and  examine  them  carefully.  I 
occupy  the  same  ground  now  that  I  did  at  first 
upon  the  bill  of  rights.  Unless  there  should  be 
some  light  thrown  upon  the  subject,  which  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  discern,  I  shall  vote 
to  retain  that  bill  of  rights  as  it  is  now.  But 
there  may  be  more  light  thrown  upon  this  sub- 
ject by  the  majority  report. 

This  convention  thought  proper  to  refer  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  bill  of  rights  to  a  special 
committee.  They  must  have  had  some  idea, 
some  expectation  that  that  special  committee 
would  report  to  this  convention  something  new, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  would  be  fairly  represent- 
ing my  constituents  unless  I  should  vote  to  have 
this  new  report  laid  upon  my  table  in  such  a 
form  that  I  may  examine  it  readily  and  conve- 
niently in  order  that  I  may  know  how  to  act 
properly  upon  this  subject, 

I  was  rather  astonished  at  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr  Edwardi,]  this 
morning.  Last  week,  when  a  resolution  was 
offered  requiring  all  the  special  committees 
to  make  their  reports  by  this  morning,  I 
thought  I  saw  a  disposition  upon  the  part  of 
the  majority  of  this  Convention  to  oppose  that 
motion.  We  had  several  votes  upon  the  matter, 
and,  to  my  mind,  every  vote  favored  delay  upon 
the  part  of  the  Convention.  Now  I  do  not  de- 
sire any  delay  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  seek  to 
del;\y  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  by 
urging  the  printing  of  these  reports.  I  want 
them  printed  and  laid  upon  my  table  in  order 
that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to  examine 
and  understand  them.  I  have  heard  these  re- 
ports read,  but  I  do  not  now  recollect  the  first 
line  of  them.  I  hope  the  majority  will  not  un- 
dertake to  deprive  the  minoiity  of  the  right  to 
have  their  reports  printed  and  laid  upon  our 
tables. 

I  can  see  no  political  capital  in  this  thing.  It 
is  a  matter  that  will  go  upon  the  record  anyhow, 
and  the  people  of  the  State  will  get  hold  of  it. 
But  I  desire  it  here  now  in  order  that  I  may  be 
able  to  vote  so  as  to  represent  my  constituents 
properly. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  wQl  say,  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  that 
when  the  resolution  was  offered  the  other  day, 
requiring  all  our  committees  to  report  by  to-day, 
I  gave  it  my  most  emphatic  support. 


Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  refer  to  the  course  of  the 
majority  upon  that  resolution. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  It  was  adopted,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  must  have  been  given  in  favor 
of  it;  and  I  advocated  no  course  but  that  which 
I  thought  would  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
Convention. 

In  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines,  [Mr,  Hall,]  I  will  say  that 
when  I  spoke  a  few  minutes  since,  I  did  not  take 
into  consideration  at  all  the  expense  of  printing 
this  report.  I  did  not  base  my  argument  upon 
anj  such  ground  as  that.  I  opposed  the  print- 
ing upon  the  ground  that  it  would  delay  the  bu- 
siness and  prolong  the  session  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  that  if  we  agreed  to  what  the  gentle- 
man asked  from  us,  we  would  have  to  rescind 
the  resolution  which  we  adopted  upon  his  own 
motion — to  adjourn  finally  on  the  fourth  of 
March  next — and  extend  the  session  of  this  Con- 
vention some  four  or  five  days,  perhaps  for  a 
longer  period.  And  no  gentleman  upon  this 
floor  has  declaimed  louder  and  longer,  especial- 
ly during  the  first  part  of  our  session  here,  than 
the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
about  the  people  not  expecting  us  to  sit  heremoro 
than  two  or  three  weeks,  and  the  enormous  ex- 
pense we  would  be  entailing  upon  the  people  if 
we  prolonged  the  session  of  this  Convention. 
And  when  the  gentleman  speaks  of  my  being 
penny-wise  and  pound-foolish  in  this  matter,  all 
I  have  to  say  is,  that  I  think  he  himself  is  acting 
upon  the  principle  of  stopping  up  the  spigot 
and  letting  it  run  from  the  bung-hole. 

Now  if  those  gentlemen  who  have  made  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  will  say  that  they 
are  the  exponents  of  the  republican  and  demo- 
cratic parties  here,  I  have  no  objection  to  hav- 
ing their  reports  printed,  in  order  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  may  square  their  conduct  ac- 
cordingly. 

But  there  is  a  little  respect,  I  think,  due  to  our 
standing,  as  well  as  to  our  special  committees. 
The  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  has 
called  for  special  committees  upon  the  reports 
of  several  standing  committees,  because  they 
did  not  happen  to  meet  his  peculiar  views.  I 
did  not  oppose  the  appointment  of  these  special 
committees,  because  I  was  willing  to  give  him 
the  largest  latitude.  And  I  did  this  in  regard 
to  a  report  that  had  been  made  here,  in  which 
the  standing  committee  unanimously  concurred. 
And  those  very  gentlemen  who  have  been  most 
anxious  for  special  committees,  when  they  them- 
selves have  been  upon  standing  committees  that 
made  unanimous  reports,  have  not  been  slow  to 
tell  us  that  the  very  fact  that  those  reports  were 
unanimously  concurred  in,  by  those  standing 
committees,  entitled  them  to  more  weight  and 
consideration  from  the  convention. 

Now,  unless  these  gentlemen  will  get  up  here 
and  say  to  the  whole  convention,  that  they  stand 
here  as  the  exponents  of  the  two  parties  in  this 
convention,  I  think  that  the  reports  of  the  stand- 
ing committees  should  be  entitled  to  more  grave 
consideration  than  the  reports    of  special    com- 


660 


PRINTING  REPORT  ON  RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE. 


[SUth  Day. 


Monday,] 


CLAKKE,  of  J.— WINCHESTER— CLARKE,  of  H. 


[February  23d 


mittees,  which  are  made  to  represent  more  par- 
ticularly their  own  peculiar  views. 

Now,  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  exponent  of 
the  views  of  any  man,  or  any  set  of  mei'.  But 
by  the  appointment  of  the  presiding  officer  of 
this  convention,  I  was  placed,  in  conjunction 
with  four  other  members  of  this  convention,  up- 
on a  standing  committee,  without  the  views  of 
any  of  us  being  known  concerning  the  particu- 
lar subject  committed  to  our  charge.  We  re- 
ported unanimously  in  favor  of  adopting  the  ar- 
ticle on  the  right  of  suffrage,  as  it  stands  in  our 
present  constitution.  Now  I  ask,  as  a  matter 
of  justice,  if  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority of  this  select  committee  are  to  go  forth 
to  the  world  with  their  ex  parte,  if  not  garbled, 
Btatements  upon  this  subject,  that  the  report  of 
the  standing  committee  upon  the  same  subject 
shall  accompany  them.  That  is  what  I  ask,  and 
that  I  contend  is  nothing  but  fair  and  just. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  I  believed  there 
was  any  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  or  any  portion  of  them,  in  regard  to 
this  subject,  if  I  believed  they  were  waiting  in 
dread  suspense,  to  hear  from  this  convention  in 
regard  to  it,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  relieving 
their  anxiety  and  suspense  by  publishing  the 
report  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall].  But  I  do  not  believe  any 
such  thing.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  this  State  anticipate  that, 
by  our  action  here,  the  colored  population  of 
this  state  will  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  and  that  all  the  dread  evils,  and  del- 
eterious consequences  will  be  inflicted  upon  the 
people  of  this  State,  as  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moiues  has  so  glowing  set  forth  in  his  elaborate 
report  upon  this  subject.  And,  not  believing 
that  there  is  any  such  fear  and  dread  in  the  pub- 
lic mind,  I  am  opposed  to  the  printing  of  that  re- 
port. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  printing  of  this  report  for 
another  re.ason.  Gentlemen  have  announced 
here  that,  if  it  is  published,  they  will  send  it  to 
all  their  jiarty  papers,  and  if  it  is  sent  to  them, 
it  will  be  published,  and  they  will  say  to  the 
people  of  the  State — see  here,  the  republicans 
are  going  to  upturn  the  very  foundations  of  our 
government,  and  give  negroes  the  right  to  vote. 
In  order  to  stem  the  torrent  of  black  republican- 
ism, the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  has  pre- 
pared the  elaborate  report  which  ho  wishes  to 
iuruish  to  the  papers  of  his  party  for  publica- 
tion. And  those  papers,  in  publishing  that  re- 
port, will  conceal  the  fact,  wliicli  1  think  is  true, 
ftt  least  at  this  time,  that  not  five  members  of 
this  convention  are  with  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
he  has  submitted  in  liis  rejjort. 

As  I  remarked  when  the  subject  was  up  before, 
an  attempt  will  bo  made  to  cast  odium  upon  the 
republicnn  party.  Those  papers  will  publi.sh 
the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  and 
will  say — do  you  see,  the  leader  of  tlie  republi- 
can party  (as  the  gentleman  from  Wapello  [Mr. 
Gillaspy,]   styles    the  gentleman  from   Henry.) 


has  made  a  report  in  favor  of  allowing  negroes 
the  right  to  vote.  And  thus  the  other  members 
of  the  republican  party,  who  do  not  sanction 
such  a  thing,  are  made  to  share  the  odium  of  it. 
I  am  not  willing  to  have  myself  placed  in  such  a 
position.  If  it  would  be  stated  in  these  papers 
that  in  this  convention,  not  the  republican  party, 
but  only  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  and  a  few 
other  members,  are  in  favor  of  this  proposition, 
I  would  not  oppose  this  matter  of  printing.  But 
that  will  not  be  done. 

And  besides  that,  the  very  thing  I  sought  to 
obviate  this  morning  by  opposing  this  printing, 
has  already  taken  place,  and  we  have  had  a  dis- 
cussion upon  this  subject,  and  that  will  be  used 
against  the  republican  party,  by  the  partizan 
papers  upon  the  other  side.  This  printing  will 
not  afford  the  people  any  more  light  upon  this 
subject,  but  will  only  enable  the  papers  of  one 
party  to  conceal  the  true  facts  of  the  case  as  re- 
gards the  other  party. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  called  for  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Hardin  [Mr.  Winchester,]  will  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question,  until  I 
can  reply  to  some  allusions  that  have  bq^n  made 
to  me  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  think  we  have  had 
discussion  enough  upon  this  subject,  and  it  is 
time  it  was  brought  to  a  close. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  ordering 
the  main  question  to  be  put,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  a  game 
very  frequently  played  in  this  convention,  and  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to  gentlemen  for  lending 
their  aid  to  others  to  carry  out  that  game.  I 
should  not  have  spoken  again,  in  regard  to  this 
question,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,] 
in  connection  with  the  remarks  or  the  gentle- 
man from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards.]  The  gentle- 
man from  Lucas  referred  to  "the  gentleman 
from  Henry,"  as  though  he  had  been  a  very 
troublesome  person  here,  as  though  he  had  not 
regarded  the  rights  and  privileges  and  dignity 
of  the  standing  committees.  This  "gentleman 
from  Henry,"  it  seems,  has  not  agreed  to  all  the 
reports  of  these  standing  committees,  and  it  is 
said  he  has  come  in  here,  with  an  audacity 
astonishing  and  surprising,  and  has  moved  to 
refer  the  reports  of  certain  standing  committees, 
or  certain  portions  of  those  reports,  to  special 
committees.  Now  if  the  gentleman  will  point 
out  where  "the  ger.tleman  from  Henry"  has 
made  any  such  motion,  except  in  one  instance, 
1  shall  bo  very  uuch  obliged  to  him.  1  made 
one  motion  of  that  kind,  and  I  did  so  at  the 
earnest  request  of  a  gentleman  upon  the  other 
side,  who  came  to  me,  and  with  a  liberality 
which  I  in  vain  looked  for  from  those  who  ought 
to  stand  by  me,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  fighting 
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for  the  principles  they  profess — he  came  to  me, 
and  suggested  that  I  should  move  for  the  refer- 
ence of  the  article  on  the  bill  of  rights  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  I  made  that  motion,  and  that 
is  the  only  motion  of  the  kind  I  have  submitted 
in  this  body.     So  much  for  that  charge. 

It  seems  to  have  been  supposed,  by  some  gen- 
tlemen here,  from  some  resolutions  that  I  intro- 
duced into  this  convention  during  the  first  part 
of  its  session,  that  I  would  take  the  position, 
and  attempt  to  carry  it  through  here,  to  have 
the  word  ''white"  strickenfrora  the  constitution. 
I  know  this  was  the  impression,  because  gentle- 
men upon  both  sides  of  the  house  have  spoken 
to  me  in  regard  to  it.  Now  gentlemen  may 
think  that  they  know  very  much  in  regard  to 
the  intentions  of  "the  gentleman  from  Henry," 
and  they  may  buzz  about,  in  their  little  way, 
concerning  the  positions  of  "the  gentleman  from 
Henry.''  Gentlemen  may  think  they  understand 
"the  gentleman  from  Henry,"  that  they  are  ca- 
pable of  measuring,  and  can  tell  just  what  he 
thinks,  and  how  fiir  he  is  desirous  of  going,  and 
all  about  it.  I  would  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  they  would  come  nearer  the  truth,  if  they 
would  judge  of  me  by  my  own  speeches,  and 
from  my  own  declarations,  and  not  go  to  others, 
and  get  their  opinions  concerning  me. 

I  say^ow,  that  I  have  never,  for  one  moment, 
desired  this  convention  to  strike  the  word 
'•white"  from  this  constitution.  That  is  the  po- 
sition of  "  the  gentleman  from  Henry."  I  say 
now,  that  if  this  convention  would  delegate  to 
me  the  power,  if,  with  the  consent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Lucas,  the  convention  would  put 
me  alone  upon  a  special  committee,  and  say  they 
would  adopt  whatever  report  I  might  see  fit  to 
make,  1  would  not  recommend  to  this  body  to 
strike  the  word  "white"  from  our  constitution. 
And  why  not?  Because  I  would  not  desire  to 
see  it  stricken  out?  No.  Because  I  do  not  re- 
cognise that  any  man  has  the  right  to  compel 
the  people  of  this  State  to  take  just  whatever  to 
him  may  seem  best. 

But  I  say  now — and  gentlemen  may  repeat  it 
hereafter  whenever  and  wherever  they  please, 
and  I  shall  stand  fearlessly  upon  the  record — 
tliat  I  myself  would  strike  that  word  out  of  our 
constitution  wherever  it  occurs,  if  I  had  the 
power,  and  the  people  of  this  State  could  only 
be  made  to  believe  that  it  ought  to  be  stricken 
out.  Individually,  I  think  it  should  be  stricken 
out. 

I  am  willing  to  live  under  a  constitution,  as 
I  have  lived  before,  in  which  that  word  does  not 
exist.  I  was  brought  up  under  such  a  consti- 
tution, and  I  believe  it  is  right.  That  is  my  po- 
sition.    There  is  no  favoritism  in  that. 

When,  therefore,  this  question  was  referred  to 
a,  select  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  has  no  right  to  say  there 
could  be  no  such  thing  as  a  compromise.  I 
.«tated  upon  this  floor  that  I  thought  a  proposi- 
tion might  be  brought  forward  here,  that  would 
meet  witb  the  concurrence  of  overv  reasonable 
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man  upon  this  floor,  to  whatever  party  he  might 
belong.  Gentlemen  can  recollect  that  I  made 
that  statement.  And  when  I  did  come  forward 
with  the  proposition  that  this  question  should  be 
submitted  to  the  people  of  this  State,  and  they 
should  be  permitted  to  decide  upon  it,  what  did 
it  amount  to  ?  Was  it  not  consistent  with  the 
position  I  now  take  here,  that  no  man  has  a 
right  to  force  upon  the  people  his  own  individu-* 
al  opinions  ?  I  consult  the  people,  each  indi- 
vidual of  them,  in  regard  to  to  his  opinions,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  and  propose  to  let  him 
vote  exactly  as  he  sees  fit  upon  it.  This  I  do. 
without  endangering,  without  sacrificing,  I 
might  say,  the  constitution. 

And  I  say  again,  that  when  I  presented  the 
proposition  to  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moinew, 
as  one  of  that  committee,  I  distinctly  understood 
him  to  say,  and  I  am  certain  my  ears  could  not 
deceive  me — "that  is  good  democratic  doctrine, 
the  leaving  the  question  to  the  people."  1  sup- 
pose the  gentleman  Irom  Des  Moines  was  look- 
ing for  a  proposition  from  mo  to  strike  the 
word  "white"  from  the  constitution,  and  when  I 
came  forward  with  a  mere  proposition,  a  mere 
resolution  to  let  the  people  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion, independently  and  separately  from  the  con- 
stitution, making  no  hazard  whatever  of  the 
constitution  itself,  I  thought  I  saw  upon  his  part 
a  willingness  to  accept  the  proposition.  Ho 
looked  over  the  resolution  with  me,  and  sugges- 
ted some  alterations,  which  Avere  concurred  in. 
I  certainly  understood  him  to  regard  it  as  being 
in  accordance  with  sound  democratic   doctrine. 

Now,  for  the  grounds  of  the  charge  I  made 
awhile  since,  concerning  the  object  of  printing 
these  reports. 

I  thought  I  saw  manifested  a  desire  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  this  matter.  What  else 
could  I  think,  when  I  left  the  gentleman  with 
the  understanding  I  have  referred  to,  and  when 
he  knew  I  would  report  the  resolution  with  the 
alterations  he  had  suggested?  And  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly surprised  this  morning,  when  that  gen- 
tleman brought  in  here  as  a  report,  a  lengthy, 
elaborate  argument,  which  might  have  applied 
to  a  proposition  to  strike  out  the  word  "  white" 
from  the  constitution  now  and  at  once,  but  had 
no  application  whatever  to  the  proposition 
which  I  presented  to  this  body.  ]i\y  proposition 
was  a  simple  resolution  that  the  question  should 
be  submitted  to  the  people  whether  the  word 
"white"  should  be  stricken  out  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  comes  in  here  with  a  most 
elaborate  argument,  of  which  I  had  no  knowl- 
edge whatever,  setting  forth  the  wonderful  and 
horrible  dangers  which  would  result  to  the  peo- 
ple if  the  Constitution  should  be  so  amended, 
and  incorporating  into  the  very  body  of  his  re- 
port some  lengthy  speech  which  he  or  some  one 
else  made  upon  some  other  occasion,  and  which 
he  endorses,  with  all  it  contains.  I  was  taken 
completely  by  surprise.  I  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, and  others  of  the  committee,  I  am  sure, 
so  understood  him,  as  concurring  in  the  policy 
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of  putting  this  question  out  of  this  ConTention, 
and  have  no  further  agitation  upon  it  here,  but 
permit  it  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  people  as  a 
separate  matter. 

The  question  naturally  arose  in  my  mind, 
what  is  tue  object  of  this  report?  Is  it  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  to  gentlemen  here  that  the 
people  can  not  and  ought  not  to  be  trusted? 
Why  so  ;  that  cannot  be,  because  the  gentleman 
has  always  expressed  the  utmost  confidence  in 
the  intelligence  of  the  people  ;  and  he  certainly 
cannot  be  afraid  now  that  they  would  vote  to 
strike  this  word  ''white"  out  of  the  Constitution. 
He  cannot  spread  his  report  here  for  the  purpose 
of  enlightening  the  constituency  he  represents, 
and  which  are  so  intelligent,  or  to  enlighten 
members  here  in  regard  to  the  danger  of  sub- 
mitting this  question  to  the  people,  and  allowing 
them  to  act  upon  it. 

Then  what  object  could  the  gentleman  have  in 
view  in  submitting  this  minority  report?  Non 
at  all,  except  what  he  has  himself  intimated 
may  be  done,  bringing  in  a  report  here  to  be 
printed  in  the  columns  of  party  newspapers  to 
be  used  for  political  effect.  Now  I  am  not  afraid 
of  the  effect  of  anything  the  gentleman  or  others 
here  may  place  before  the  people,  if  they  will 
only  place  the  whole  matter  before  them.  I 
shall  do  nothing  here,  and  I  trust  the  Convention 
will  do  nothing,  that  I  should  be  ashamed  to 
have  all  God's  creation  to  know.  And  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  time  that  this  Convention  may 
consume  here,  whether  it  be  a  day  more  or  less. 

But  I  will  tell  you  what  I  do  dislike  and  de- 
spise from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart:  It  is, 
that  men,  no  matter  of  what  political  party, 
whether  democrats  or  republicans,  who  Lave  as- 
sembled here  to  settle  principles  of  fundamental 
law  which  are  to  guide  legislatures  and  courts 
Jiereafter — that  these  men  should  descend  to 
make  use  of  their  positions  here  to  make  politi- 
cal capital.  I  would  not  lend  myself  to  assist 
in  carrying  out  any  such  plan. 

That  is  the  only  reason  why  I  shall  vote,  as  I 
shall  vote  this  time,  in  regard  to  this  question 
of  printing,  the  motion  to  print  the  other  re- 
ports having  been  voted  down.  I  shall  vote 
against  printing  these  reports.  As  the  gentle- 
inlin  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skin',]ha3  already  intima- 
ted, there  is  but  one  idea  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion from  the  committee,  and  the  Convention  can 
understand  it  at  once  and  exactly.  It  is,  that  this 
question  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people,  and 
they  are  to  be  permitted  to  vote  upon  it  as  they 
■ce  fit. 

I  think  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Clarke]  will  find  himself  mistaken  in  what  he 
says  about  the  number  who  will  favor  this  prop- 
osition. I  believe  there  arc  more  than  five  men 
here  who  will  vote  for  this  resolution  ;  I  believe 
there  arc  more  than  that  number  of  righteous 
men  in  this  body.  I  have  greater  confidence  in 
the  members  of  this  convention  than  that.  And 
more  than  that,  there  are  numbers  of  the  con- 
stituents of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr, 


Hall]  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Clarke]  who  will  not  vote  for  this  constitution 
as  it  now  stands,  unless  they  can  at  the  same 
time  vote  upon  the  proposition!  have  submitted, 
or  something  similar  to  it,  as  a  distinct  propo- 
sition. I  know  there  are  many  of  my  constitu- 
ents who  are  of  that  opinion  ;  I  know  there  are 
many  such  all  over  the  State,  who  are  at  heart 
honest  democrats,  not  lovers  merely  of  one  par- 
ticular class,  not  the  protectors  and  defenders 
I  of  merely  one  class,  but  they  are  at  heart  really 
honest,  democratic  republicans,  who  want  to  vcte 
for  clean  democratic  principles,  and  who  will 
not  want  to  vote  for  a  constitution  which  has 
embodied  in  it  a  distinction  which  is  at  war  with 
the  principles  which  we  have  laid  down  in  our 
fundamental  law.  But  they  will  vote  for  your 
constitution,  if  at  the  same  time  they  are  per- 
mitted to  vote,  by  way  of  protest,  or  whatever 
you  may  choose  to  call  it,  for  a  separate  clause, 
which  shall  in  itself  say — make  your  constitu- 
tion purely  democratic  and  republican.  And  in 
voting  for  that,  they  will  vote  for  those  princi- 
ples  which  they  believe  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  was  Talleyrand,  I  believe,  who 
said  that  language  was  not  given  to  man  to  ex- 
press his  thoughts,  but  to  conceal  them.  Now,  I 
cannot  for  one  moment  imagine  or  understand 
how  the  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke] 
could  have  understood  me  as  he  states.  The 
first  page,  or  more,  of  the  report  I  have  submit- 
ted, was  drawn  up  at  the  time  he  and  I  had  the 
conversation  he  has  referred  to,  and  I  used  the 
very  language  I  have  used  in  this  report.  I  ask 
permission  of  the  convention  to  read  the  first 
part  of  the  report.     It  is  as  follows: 

"The  only  question  brought? forward  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee,  changing  the 
article  referred  to,  was  the  propriety  of  striking 
out  the  word  "white." 

The  majority  of  the  committee  have  not 
deemed  that  amendment  as  proper  or  expedient, 
but  have  adopted  a  special  course  of  bringing 
the  question  before  the  people  by  a  separate 
proposition  and  vote. 

To  this  mode  of  treating  the  subject  there  cau 
be  no  great  objection.  It  resolves  itself  into  a 
mere  question  of  propriety  or  expediency." 

This  was  the  very  sentiment  I  uttered  in  the 
conversation  we  had  together,  that  there  was  no 
great  objection  to  the  proposition,  it  was  a  mere 
question  of  expediency  altogether.  But  the  re- 
port I  made  this  morning  goes  on  to  show  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  submit  this  question  at  this 
time  to  the  people. 

I  do  not  see  how  the  gentleman  could  have 
misunderstood  me.  But  if  he  has  this  morning 
correctly  stated  his  own  sentiments,  then  I  have 
most  egregiously  mistaken  him,  and  misunder- 
stood his  position,  for  I  think  the  arguments  of 
that  gentleman  have  been  most  distinctly,  un- 
qualifiedly, and  vehemently  in  favor  of  striking 
the  word  "white"  from  the  constitution. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote    ordering    the   reports  of  the 
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special  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage  to  ba 
printed. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  matiou  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to  ; 
yeas  17,  nays  13  ;  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alaraakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Scott,  Seely,  SkiflF,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson, Win- 
chester and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil- 
laspy.  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  and  Solomon. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  re- 
ports of  the  minority  and  majority  to  be  printed. 

Upon  this  question, 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  have  voted  for 
the  printing  of  the  reports  of  both  of  these  se- 
lect committees.  I  voted  in  the  first  place  to 
have  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the 
select  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage  print- 
ed, and  I  then  voted  to  print  the  majority  and 
minority  reports  of  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  I  voted  for  the  printing  in  both 
of  these  cases,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  more 
than  from  any  other  motive.  I  did  not  believe 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  information  of  this 
convention  to  have  either  of  these  reports  print- 
ed. Neither  was  I  deterred,  nor  am  I  now,  from 
having  these  re  worts  printed  from  any  fear  of 
any  political  capital  that  can  be  made  out  of 
them. 

I  would  ask  gentlemen,  what  is  there  in  the 
reports  of  either  of  these  committees,  or  in  the 
arguments  accompanying  either  of  these  reports, 
thai  should  lead  them  to  fear  having  them  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  of  this  State  ?  Is  it  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines 
(Mr.  Hall),  where  he  manifests  a  fear  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  interference  of  the  colored  population 
of  this  State  in  the  affairs  of  our  government? 
Are  we  afraid  to  have  that  argument  go  out  to 
the  world,  and  let  the  people  know  on  which 
side  each  party  is  arrayed  in  this  matter?  Or 
is  it  that  other  portion  of  his  argument,  in  which 
he  pays  such  a  marked  compliment  to  the  An- 
glo-Saxon race,  in  which  he  says  that  if  the 
people  adopt  a  provision  in  the  Constitution 
allowing  the  black  man  the  right  of  suffrage, 
the  most  evil  consequences  will  flow  from  it, 
the  blacks  will  usurp  our  government,  and 
amalgamation  must,  as  a  natural  coasequence, 
result  from  such  a  course  of  policy? 

Now  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  upon  what 
ground  of  expediency,  policy  or  right,  does  he 
seek  to  exclude  the  black  man  from  exercising 
this  right,  except  upon  the  ground  of  his  infe- 
riority ?  Is  there  any  other  principle  involved 
in  this  matter?  Has  any  other  reason  been  ad- 
vanced in  this  Convention?     Most  clearlv  not. 


Then  I  imagine  there  is  no  fear  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  allowing  the  argument  of  that  gentle- 
man to  go  forth  to  the  people  of  this  State. 
They  are  too  intelligent  to  be  humbugged  by 
any  such  trash  as  that. 

What  is  the  ground  work  of  the  argument? 
What  is  the  principle  involved  in  it?  In  the 
first  place  it  is,  that  the  African  race  are  too 
degraded,  too  ignorant  to  be  entrusted  with  the 
right  of  suffrage ;  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
aro  too  superior  to  allow  the  African  race  to  ex- 
ercise this  right  equally  Avith  them.  And  yet, 
the  gentleman  argues,  if  you  accord  to  the  ne- 
gro the  right  of  suffrage,  they  will  control  the 
ballot  box,  usurp  the  government,  and  rise  in 
power  over  us.  And  more  than  all  that,  our 
sisters  and  our  daughters  will  refuse  the  alliance 
of  this  boasted,  this  superior  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
and  seek  husbands  among  this  black  race ;  and 
our  brothers  and  our  sons  will  turn  their  backs 
upon  the  daughters  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  and  go 
to  the  dusky-browed  daughters  of  the  descend- 
onts  of  Ham  for  their  conjugal  consorts. 

Now  I  ask,  is  there  any  fear  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  spreading  such  arguments  as  those  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  State?  Can  we  presume 
for  a  moment  that  any  evil  consequences  to  the 
republican  party  can  flow  from  the  placing  such 
arguments  as  these  before  the  intelligent  readers 
and  thinkers  of  our  State?  Let  the  Deraocratio 
party  advance  such  arguments  if  they  dare  ;  let 
them  sow  them  broadcast  over  the  State  if  they 
wish.  I  will  help  them  to  do  so.  If  these  are 
their  principles  and  these  are  the  arguments  up- 
on which  they  base  their  principles,  and  these 
are  the  means  by  which  they  seek  to  gain  politi- 
cal influence  in  this  State,  I  say,  give  them  god- 
speed, and  they  shall  have  all  n^y  influence  to 
spread  their  opinions  before  the  people  of  this 
State. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  wish  to  place  myself  cor- 
rectly upon  the  record,  in  relation  to  the  matter 
now  before  the  Convention.  The  principles  gov- 
erning the  action  of  this  Convention,  I  appre- 
hend, go  back  a  few  days,  and  do  not  altogether 
relate  to  the  question  sprung  here  to-day.  But 
as  I  have  no  desire  to  keep  the  Convention  wait- 
ing at  this  time,  I  will  move  that  the  Conven- 
tion now  take  a  recess  until  this  afternoon  at 
two  o'clock. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  per- 
mit us  to  take  the  question  now,  for  I  do  not 
feel  well  enough  to  come  back  here  this  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
for  a  recess,  and  offer  a  few  remarks  at  this 
time. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  have  voted  for  the  * 
reference  of  matters  to  select  committees.  Up- 
on one  occasion  I  voted  with  the  majority  for 
such  a  reference,  when  my  vote  the  other  way 
would  have  produced  a  contrary  result.  I  did 
not  vote  for  the  purpose  of  causing  delay,  or  to 
extend  the  session  of  the  Convention.  I  voted 
for  that  reference  because  I  thought  the  matter 
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in  question  had  been  left  in  an  imperfect  state        The  PRESIDENT.     It  would. 

by    the    Convention.      1    have,    several    times        Mr.  YOUNG.     I  move,  then,  that   that  report 

fince,  voted  for  an  adjournment  of  this  Conven-  i  \)q  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.     I  shall  simply  remark  that 


tion,  in  order  to  give  these  committees  an  oppor- 
tunity to  investigate  the  subjects  before  them, 
:ind  bring  their  reports  before  the  Convention. 
Now,  if  the  arguments  used  then  by  the  major- 
ity of  this  Convention  were  simply  for  buncombe, 
ami  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  then  I  am  ready 
to  confess  that  my  impressions  were  wrong,  and 
my  vote  was  wrongly  given. 

Now,  if  these  committees,  who  have  had  these 
matters  in  charge,  intended  merely  to  make 
their  reports  and  lay  them  silently  upon  the  sec- 
retary's desk,  without  having  them  printed  for 
the  use  of  this  Convention,  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  for  each  member  of  those  com- 
mittees to  have  arisen  in  their  seats,  and  given 
their  opinions  to  the  Convention  without  delay- 
inir  the  Convention  by  their  appointment.  I 
therefore  ■  feel  a  great  deal  of  surprise,  after 
waiting  for  the  reports  of  these  committees,  to 
see  the  disposition  manifested  here  to  have  them 
laid  upon  the  secretary's  desk  without  affording 
members  here  any  opportunity  to  examine  them. 

?ilr.  WINCHESTER  demanded  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  one  hundred 
copies  of  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Convi  ation. 

Upon  this  question  tlic  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  to  print  was  not  agreed  to; 
yeas  IG,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Em- 
erson, Gibson,  Gilhispy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott 
and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
r)f  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gow- 
er.  Gray,  Ilollingsworth,  Seely,  Skiff,  Tracr, 
■\Varren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and^Young. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINCHESTER, 

The  Convention  then  took  a  recess  until  this 
:irti'rii<>on  .It  two  o'clock. 


Mr.  Harris,  a  member  of  the  committee,  is  sick, 
and  not  able  to  be  here. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  will  withdraw  that  motion, 
and  move  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  state  that 
the  committee  have  made  no  alteration  in  there- 
port  of  the  standing  committee  on  the  right  of 
suffrage,  but  have  reported  a  proposition  in  the 
shape  of  a  resolution  which,  under  the  rule, 
must  undergo  three  several  readings  on  three 
several  days.  It  can  only  be  read  a  second  time 
now  by  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  for  that  purpose. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  resolution 
was  read  the  second  time.  It  is  the  resolution 
reported  this  morning,  and  providing  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  people  the  question  whether  tlie 
word  "white''  shall  be  stricken  from  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  moved  that  the  Convention 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  up- 
on the  report  of  the  standing  committee  on  the 
right  of  suffrage  and  the  resolution  of  the  se- 
lect committee. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 


Committee  of  the    Whole. 


The  Convention  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  ^(Mr.  Gillaspy  in  the 
chair.) 

The  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  would  inquire  whether 
that  brings  the  whole  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee— the  report  of  tlio  standing  committee 
and  all? 

The  Chairman  decided  the  whole  subject  was 
•  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     The   resolution  which  has  be?n 

handed  in    by  the  committee,  of  which  1  vras  a 

,  member,  is  the  production  of  the  gentleman  from 

i  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]   the  majority  of  the   com- 

'  mittc'e  assenting  at  the  time.     I  am  not  disposed 

called  j  „o\y  to  find  any  particular  fault  with  it  ;   but  at 

i  the  time  of  assenting  to  it,  I  supposed  that  the 

■  question  to   be  submitted  to  the  people  referred 

altogether  to  this  particular  article  of  the  con- 


EVENINO  SESSION. 

The  convention  met  at  2  P.  M.,  and  wn'^ 
to  order  liy  the  President. 

Order  of  Business. 

\  stitution  in  relation  to  the  right  of  suffrage.     I 

The  PRESIDENT.     The    report   of  the   com-    think   that  inasmuch  as  that  article  alone  was 

mittee  on  education  and  school   lands  is  first  in  j  referred  to  tho  select  committee,  we  had  no  au- 

order,  thority  to  report  upon  anything  else,  other  than 


Mr.  YOUNG.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  coinmittpp  on  the 
bill  of  rights  ■' 


the  right  of  suifrage.  Persons  of  color,  or  other 
persons  except  whites,  have  heretofore  been  pro- 
hibited from  voting. 
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At  my  request,  and  I  think  it  was  on  my  mo- 
tion, tliis  subject  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, as  I  stilted  at  the  time,  in  order  tiiat  tlie 
public  might  have  an  opportunity  afforded  them 
of  voting  upon  the  question  separately  submit- 
ted to  them,  whether  colored  persons  should  be 
jiermitted  to  vote  or  not.  But  it  appears  that  I 
(lid  not  sufficiently  attend  to  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  handed  in  here.  I  shall  find  no  fault 
with  it,  except  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  going 
a  little  beyond  our  jurisdiction.  As  I  understand 
it,  the  committee  has  no  jurisdiction  over  any 
question  other  than  the  right  of  suffrage.  For 
my  part  I  am  in  favor  of  submitting  the  question 
to  the  voters  of  this  State  to  say  whether  the 
right  of  suffrage  shall  be  enlarged  or  not. 

I  am  unwilling  that  this  convention  should 
decide  that  it  shall  be  or  shall  not  be  enlarged. 
If  the  people  of  the  State  want  to  vote  uoon  the 
matter  I  think  it  would  be  perfectly  right  to 
permit  them  to  vote  upon  it;  and  I  kifow  that 
many  of  m}-  constituents  particularly  do  want 
this  privilege,  as  I  am  well  informed.  They 
have  requested  me  to  bring  this  matter  before 
the  convention  in  order  that  they  may  vote  upon 
this  question  whether  others  than  whites  shall 
be  permitted  to  vote.  I  am  informed  that  there 
are  a  great  manj-  persons  in  this  State  besides 
those  of  African  descent,  who  may  become  citi- 
zens hereafter,  Indians  and  mixtures  of  the  In- 
dian with  other  races.  I  do  not  know  that  lam 
particularly  anxious  to  exclude  them ;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  as  a  general  thing  the  Indians  do 
not  care  about  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  do 
not  care  about  the  privilege  of  voting.  It  is  a 
matter  which  has  never  been  mooted,  so  far  as  1 
know,  whether  they  shall  be  permitted  to  vote. 
The  Indian  would  rather  have  the  wild  prairie 
to  roam  over,  and  be  a  wild  man,  than  engage 
in  the  arts  of  civilization,  and  become  a  civi- 
lized person.  That  is  not  the  character  of  the 
negro.  The  negroes  are  of  a  more  sociable 
nature  and  are  a  more  social  class  of  persons. 
They  desire  this  privilege.  Petitions  from 
colored  citizens  from  Muscatine  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  body,  asking  that  they  may  have 
the  right  to  vote.  But  the  Indians  have  not,  so 
far  as  I  know,  intimated  any  desire  for  this  priv- 
ilege. 

As  this  resolution  is  now  before  the  commit- 
tee, if  it  should  prevail,  it  will  permit  Indians 
to  vote.  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution,  but 
when  in  order  I  will  move  an  amendment  re- 
stricting it  entirely  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 
When  we  come  to  the  other  departments  where 
the  word  "white"  now  stands,  if  gentlemen  want 
it  stricken  out,  very  well.  I  have  drawn  up  a 
resolution  which  I  'will  offer  if  this  resolution 
should  not  prevail. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  would  move  to  amend  section 
four  of  the  article  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  which 
now  reads  : 

"No  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or  marine 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  considered 
a  resident  of  this  State  by  being  stationed  in  any 


garrison,  barracks,  or  military  or  naval  place  or 
station  within  this  State." 

I  move  to  add  the  following  : 

"  Nor  shall  any  student  at  college  or  semina- 
ry, in  consequence  of  being  such  student." 

I  have  known  the  students  in  a  college  to  con- 
trol the  local  elections  ;  and  I  think  it  is  just  as 
necessary  to  provide  against  that,  as  against  tho 
cases  provided  for  in  the  original  section. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Does  the  amendment  prevent 
all  the  students  from  voting,  whether  from  this 
State  or  not  ? 

Mr.  GOWER.     I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Perhaps  this  may  be  consid- 
ered of  no  great  consequence,  but  if  it  is  to  ex- 
clude citizens  who  are  residents  of  this  State 
from  voting  while  attending  school,  I  shall  be 
opposed  to  it.  And  if  the  original  section  ex- 
cludes citizens  of  our  own  State,  who  may  be 
stationed  in  a  garrison  or  barrack,  from  voting, 
I  shall  be  opposed  to  that.  But  I  do  not  so  un- 
derstand it. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

SujTrage  Restricted  to   Wfiites. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
the  committee,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"wherever  it  occurs  in  the  said  constitution," 
and  inserting  the  words  "  in  the  first  section  of 
the  second  article  of  this  constitution." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  What  is  the  ques- 
tion before  us  ?  I  have  been  correcting  proof, 
being  upon  the  committee  of  revision,  so  that  my 
attention  has  been  called  away. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  state  the  object  of  my 
amendment.  A  resolution  was  reported  by  tho 
committee,  to  submit  the  question  to  the  people 
upon  striking  out  the  word  "  white"  wherever  it 
occurs  in  the  constitution.  My  amendment  is  to 
restrict  the  question  to  striking  it  out  where  it 
restricts  the  right  of  suffrage.  My  amendment 
is  not  to  the  section  itself,  but  to  the  resolution 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  That  is  what  I 
wanted  to  understand,  whether  we  we  were  act- 
ing upon  the  resolution,  or  upon  the  article  in 
the  constitution.  And  I  rise,  now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  order  to  get  rid  of  this  question  without 
wasting  time  upon  it ;  and  I  ask  the  Chair  if  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  to  postpone  indefinite- 
ly the  resolution  with  the  amendments. 

TheCHAIRMAN.  (Mr.  Gillaspy.)  The  Chair 
is  not  versed  in  parliamentary  law,  but  is  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  CLAF^KE,  of  Johnson.  My  object  is  to 
save  time  from  being  wasted  upon  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  exclusion  of  the'article  itself.  I  will 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  TRAEB.  The  committee  of  the  whole  has 
no  table. 
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Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Then  I  will  move 
that  the  committee  rise  and  recomraei>d  to  the 
convention  the  indefinite  postponement  ot  the 
resolution.     Perhaps  that  will  meet  the  object. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  have  no  doubt, 
sir,  that  the  motives  of  the  mover  of  indetnite 
postponement  are  very  good  and  very  pur«.  We 
are  very  sure  to  hear  often  enough  from  his  own 
lips  that  his  motives  arc  always  pure.  We  are 
assured  often  enough  that  he  is  governed  by  a  de- 
sire to  do  that  which  is  right  and  just,  and  that 
he  believes  in  our  acting  here  upon  "moral 
principle." 

Mr.  CL.\RKE,  of  Johnson.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  I  am  not  before  the  committee 
for  discussion.  It  is  my  motion  which  is  before 
the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Shall  the  gentleman  pro- 
ceed? 

Several  Members.     "Leave,"  "leave." 

Mr.  CL.VRKE,  of  Henry.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  gentleman  really  and  honestly  supposes 
that  by  making  this  motion  for  us  to  rise  and 
report  this  back  for  indefinite  postponement,  we 
shall  save  time.  This,  sir,  is  a  new  phase,  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman.  He  has  been  one  of 
those  heretofore,  who  have  occupied  the  position 
upon  this  floor  that  we  should  give  time  for  de- 
liberation to  every  subject  that  comes  before  us. 
But  we  will  let  that  pass.  And  upon  this  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  I  will  make  a  few  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  resolution  which 
is  before  the  convention,  and  try  to  induce  the 
convention  in  committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
sucli  action  upon  it  as  they  intend  to  take  in  its 
linal  disposition. 

I  have  remarked  heretofore  that  my  position 
has  been  misconstrued,  and  that  my  true  rea- 
sons which  have  been  utterc<l  and  reiterated 
here,  have  been  misrepresented  ;  while  positions 
have  been  manufactured  for  mo,  and  I  ha\ebeen 
placed  u[)on  the  fictitious  pedestal  without  my 
own  consent.  I  have  declared  over  and  over 
again  that  1  did  not  come  here  as  the  champion 
of  any  particular  sect,  class,  or  race  of  men.  I 
have  declared  that  I  am  not  the  mouth-piece  of 
any  party,  nor  the  exponent  of  the  creed  of  any  j 
party;  that  I  stand  liere  the  representative  of  | 
my  district,  independent,  fearless  and  free. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 
I  do  not  understand  thnt  he  is  speaking  upon 
this  question  at  all. 

Tiie  CHAIRMAN.  (Mr.  Gillaspy.)  Shall  the 
gentleman  have  leave  to  proceed? 

Several  Members.     "Leave,"  leave." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  object,  unless  he  speaks  to  the 
question  before  the  convention. 

The  CHAIRMAN'.  The  gentleman  has  leave 
to  proceed,  in  ord(!r. 

•Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  believe  th.".t  I  liavc 
a  right,  especially  is  this  the  esse  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  approacli  my  position  in  tiieway 
that  seems  fit  to  me;  and  when  I  put  myself  in- 
to the  bunda  of  gentlemen  upon   the  other  side 


'  of  the  house  to  direct  me,  and  inform  me  in  what 
way  I  shall  approach  my  positions,  then  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  tbem  to  act  the  part  of  task- 
masters and  leaders. 

To  return,  sir,  in  this  matter  I  am  governed 
by  principle.  I  am  governed  by  those  same 
principles  which  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who 
do  not  act  with  me,  profess  to  be  governed  by 
all  the  while.  I  say  that  I  have  not  the  partic- 
ular interest  of  any  one  class  in  view  in  the  de- 
claration of  these  principles.  On  the  contrary, 
I  have  the  interests  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
^tate,  and  of  the  country  at  large,  in  view,  in 
the  application  of  those  principles.  Why,  sir, 
the  battle  has  been  going  on  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  is  to  go  on  for  a  great  many  years  to 
come,  between  the  people  and  those  who  wish 
to  usurp  a  power  over  the  people ;  between  the 
people  upon  the  one  hand  struggling  for  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  those  upon  the  other 
hand  whb  have  either  contrived  to  obtain  con- 
cessions from  the  people,  or  who  have  wantonly 
usurped  the  power  of  ruling  over  them.  These 
elements  are  now  at  work,  all  over  the  world. 
We  find  the  conflict  in  China;  we  find  it  in  every 
State  in  Europe ;  we  find  it  all  through  South 
America ;  we  find  it  in  Mexico  ;  and  we  find  it, 
lamentable  as  it  is,  here  in  our  own  very  midst. 
And  I  this  day  stand  battling  for  the  people. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  there  is  but  one  true  ground 
to  take  in  this  matter,  and  that  is,  that  all  pow- 
er is  in  the  people — that  they  onh-  delegate  a 
certain  portion  of  it  to  their  representatives  for 
governmental  purposes.  I  hold,  sir,  that  true 
Democracy  and  true  Republicanism  are  em- 
braced in  that  immortal  declaration  of  our  fath- 
ers, which  we  incorporate  into  our  constitution, 
"  all  men  are  created  free  and  equal."  Let  us 
start  to-day  with  that  idea.  I  will  stick  to  it  in 
all  its  applications,  to  its  fullest  extent.  I  claim 
to  stand  here  upon  these  principles,  without 
condescending  to  their  individual  application, 
or  to  their  ultimate  eft'ect  upon  any  one  individ- 
ual, or  any  one  class.  That  is  the  position  I 
claim  to  occupy  ;  and  I  think  that  gentlemen 
should  deal  with  me  here  with  some  degree  of 
justice  and  generosity,  and  let  me  stand  upon 
the  principles  which  J  avow,  and  not  be  forever 
tacking  upon  every  proposition  and  every 
amendment  I  otter  an  insinuation  or  direct 
charge  that  1  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  lugging  in 
the  rights  of  one  particular  class — the  negroes  I 
Cicntlcnicu  have  not  heard  me  stand  up  here 
to  defend  the  rights  of  that  class.  They  have 
not  seen  mo  come  forward  and  take  my  stand 
as  the  champion  of  that  one  class.  They  have 
heard  no  argument  coming  from  me  to  show 
them  why  the  negro  in  particular  should  be  al- 
lowed these  privileges.  That  lias  not  been  the 
course  of  my  argument.  That  has  not  been  my 
position.  I  have  taken  higher  ground.  I  have 
stood  up  here  and  battled  for  principle.  I  have 
done  it  honestly.  I  have  done  it  candidly  and 
in  good  faith.  Other  gentlemen  have  applied 
those  principles,  and  have  said  that  they  all'cct 
the  interests  of  this  class,  that  this  class  would 
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be  benefited  by  our  adopting  them.  Shall  we 
deny  ourselves  air  because  negroes  will  be 
benefited  by  the  breathing  of  it  ? 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  resolution  I  offered,  and 
what  is  it  ?  Have  I  offered  a  resolution  that 
negroes  shall  have  the  right  of  suffrage  ?  Not  at 
all.  I  do  not  ask  any  special  legislation  for 
them.  I  do  not  want  them  regarded  in  legisla- 
tion as  a  distinct  class.  I  do  not  ask  for  any 
special  provision  in  our  Constitution  in  their 
behalf,  nor  in  behalf  of  Indians,  any  more  than 
in  behalf  of  Irishmen,  or  Germans,  or  Hunga- 
rians, or  Frenchmen.  I  merely  say  here,  let 
us  trust  ourselves  to  the  principles  upon  which 
our  free  government  is  based.  Sir,  it  is  unsafe 
for  us  to  trust  to  any  principle  short  of  those, 
or  to  curtail  those  principles,  or  to  make  excep- 
tions to  them  ;  but  we  must  trust  to  them  in  their 
length  and  in  their  breadth,  in  their  height  and 
in  their  depth,  no  matter  how  broad  they  are. 
Let  all  God's  creation  stand  upon  them,  and  still 
leave  room  for  future  creation.  I  ask  for  the 
principle,  and  that  is  all  that  I  ask ;  and  there- 
fore I  would  allow  the  people  to  make  their  con- 
!<titution  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  universal 
humanity,  so  that  every  one  who  may  settle  in 
this  State  should  come  beneath  the  segis  of  that 
Constitution,  and  be  politically  free  and  equal. 
Ko  one  has  heard  me  claim  anything  for  the 
negro  especially.  No  one  has  heard  me  eulo- 
gise him,  and  say  that  he  is  equal  to  the  white 
man.  No  one  has  heard  me  undertake  to  prove 
by  history  or  by  argument  that  he  is  capable 
of  self-government,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
I  do  not  for  an  instant  acknowledge  that  those 
questions  properly  come  in  here.  What  we  have 
to  dispose  of  is  merely  a  question  of  principle. 
Is  it  right,  or  is  not  right  ?  If  it  is  right  let  us 
not  be  afraid  of  its  adoption.  If  it  is  not  right 
I  would  ask  gentlemen,  for  God's  sake,  to  show 
by  argument  that  it  is  wrong. 

In  this  connection,  I  will  say  that  I  can  but 
admire  the  bold  and  manly  spirit  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  of  Virginia,  when  they  came 
forward  in  their  Bill  of  Rights,  and  proclaimed 
to  the  world  the  settled  principle  upon  which 
their  government  was  based.  And  when,  from 
the  nature  of  their  circumstances,  with  that  in- 
stitution of  slavery  in  their  midst,  which  had 
come  down  to  them  from  their  fathers  without 
their  own  action,  it  became  necessary  to  make 
an  exception  in  their  Constitution,  they  go  on 
and  make  that  exception,  without  going  through 
the  hypocrisy  of  having  it  connected  with  their 
Bill  of  rights  !  Take  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  Vir- 
ginia and  read  it,  and  you  will  find  that  they 
declared  broad  principles,  without  stopping  to 
stammer  and  blush  over  distinctions  and  excep- 
tions. It  is  only  when  having  their  slaves  in 
their  midst  they  were  compelled  to  come  down 
to  this  distinction,  or  abolish  the  peculiar  insti- 
tution, that  they  do  it ;  and  then  they  do  it 
boldly  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
Thus  proclaiming  to  the  world  that  it  is  only 
the  necessity,  the  absolute  neccssitj-,  of  their 
condition,  which  forces  them  to  make  this  ex- 
ception.    Let  me  read  to  gentlemen  who  are  so 


afraid  to  adopt  a  Constitution  without  this  dis-  ' 
tinction,  from    the   sixth  section  of  the   Bill  of 
Rights  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

"  6.  That  all  elections  ought  to  be  free,  and  that 
all  men  having  sufficient  evidence  of  permanent  com- 
mon interest  tvith,  and  attachment  to,  the  communi- 
ty, have  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  cannot  be  taxed 
or  deprived  of  their  property  for  public  uses, 
without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  rep- 
resentatives so  elected,  nor  bound  by  any  law 
to  which  they  have  not,  in  like  manner,  assent- 
ed, for  the  public  good." 

"  15.  That  no  free  government,  or  the  bles- 
sing of  liberty,  can  be  preserved  to  any  people, 
but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  justice,  moderation, 
temperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  a  fre- 
quent recurrence  to  fundamental  principles." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  having  defined  my  own 
position  in  regard  to  this  matter,  having  de- 
clared that  I  stand  here,  not  as  the  champion  of 
any  race,  but  battling  for  a  principle,  and  that  I 
am  not  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  of  an  attempt 
to  lug  a  "  nigger  question"  into  this  body, 
I  will  come  to  the  examination  of  the  real  ques- 
tion, which  is  before  this  convention.  It  is,  sir, 
merely  a  proposition  that  the  people  of  this  State, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  vote  upon  the  con- 
stitution, shall  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
whether  the  word  "white"  shall  be  stricken 
from  that  constitution,  so  that  it  shall  be  purely 
declaratory  of  universal  rights  and  privileges. 
The  minority  of  the  committee,  which  reported 
this  resolution,  have  thrown  in  a  report  wherein 
they  submit  the  wonderful  ^danger,  and  wotul 
disasters  resulting  to  the  State,  provided  the 
people,  in  their  madness,  should  vote  to  strike 
out  that  magic  word  from  the  constitution  !  I 
look  upon  the  arguments  used  by  the  gentleman 
in  that  report,  as  only  answerable  by  ridicule. 
They  are  certainly  unworthy  of  anything  that 
would  approach  to  a  deliberate  and  serious  ar- 
gument in  refutation.  They  speak  of  the  col- 
ored races  coming  in  here  and  acquiring  a  su- 
premacy in  our  government !  Of  their  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  ballot  box,  and  voting 
down  the  white  population  !  And  they  dwell 
with  shivering  horror  upon  the  other  evils  that 
are  to  follow, the  assassinations,  rapes,  and  mid- 
night murders,  and  the  dreadful  amalgamation 
of  races,  until  in  some  distant  future,  how  dis- 
tant they  have  not  said,  the  whole  State  of  Iowa 
shall  be  Africanised,  and  the  glorious  Saxon 
race  will  have  become  extinct !  ! 

I  do  not  know  what  proportion  the  colored 
population  now  bears  to  the  white  population, 
but  I  believe  that  in  the  free  States  there  are  not 
more  than  one  to  a  thousand  !  The  gentlemen 
have  not  told  us  where  these  colored  voters  are 
to  come  from  !  Have  they  in  their  imagination 
conjured  up  any  corner  of  this  country  whence 
this  dreadful  influx  of  Africans  is  to  be  poured 
upon  us  ?  There  are  a  certain  number  now  in 
the  free  States.  Would  the  passage  of  this  pro- 
vision, and  the  striking  out  of  the  word  ''white" 
from  the  conjtitution,  make  that  number   any 
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geater,  or  even  induce  the  pouring  of  the 
•whole  i^colored  population  upon  our  borders? 
Do  the  gentlemen  really  believe  that  it  would 
have  that  effect.  And  even  if  it  should,  do  they 
honestly  believe  that  the  train  of  evils  they  pre- 
dict would  follow  ?  Do  the  gentlemen  seriously 
come  before  such  a  body  as  this,  and  tell  us  that 
they  really  have  fears  that  the  whole  body  of  ne- 
groes in  the  north  will  be  precipitated  upon  our 
State  by  the  mere  striking  out  of  the  word 
"white"  in  our  constitution?  Why,  sir,  go  to 
Massachusetts;  search  its  constitution;  do  you 
find  the  word  tnei-e  ?  Do  you  find  it  in  New 
Hampshire  ?  Do  you  find  it  in  Vermont  ?  Do 
you  find  it  in  Rhode  Island  ?  Do  you  find  it  in 
New  York  ?  It  cannot  be  possible  then  that 
this  reason  is  urged  here  in  seriousness!  No, 
sir,  it  is  merely  thrown  in  as  a  sort  of  make- 
weight, to  help  them  out  in  their  silly  drivelings 
of  prejudice,  through  which  they  hope  to  array 
the  public  feeling  against  the  majority  of  the 
members  upon  this  floor.  It  is  intended  not  for 
calm  reasoning  upon  the  question  at  issue,  but 
for  political  effect ;  for  eft'ect  upon  the  masses  of 
the  people,  who  they  foolishly  imagine  may  be 
caught  by  such  ridiculously  palpable  clap-traps, 
and  brought  to  sustain  them  in  'that  modern 
democracy,  which  will  soon  deny  all  right,  that 
is  not  enforced  by  might,  and  all  wrong  that  is 
the  offspring  of  power. 

AVhy,  sir,  if  gentlemen  are  in  earnest  in  regard 
to  this  ;  if  they  are  afraid,  as  the}'  say,  to  *'  en- 
courage negroes  to  come  here,"  by  having  the 
constitution  based  upon  correct  principles  ;  why 
dont  they  go  a  little  further  ?  Why  not  advocate 
action  which  shall  not  encourage,  but  actually 
discourage  them?  They  would  effect  much 
more,  if  they  would  even  incorporate  into  the 
constitution  an  article  requiring  all  men  to  wear 
their  hair  and  beards  unshaven.  This,  sir, 
would  be  doing  something  noble,  in  comparison 
to  their  present  course.  It  would  at  least  have 
the  credit  of  being  courageous  ;  it  might  in  fact 
bo  considered  as  bearding  the  lion  in  his  den  ! 
It  would  be  saying  to  colored  barbers,  hands  oil', 
we  cannot  countenance  your  coming  into  the 
State. 

.\gain,  sir,  the  question  is  asked,  "would  you 
put  the  blacks  here  upon  an  (quality  with  the 
whites?"  "I  am  opposed,"  gentlemen  say,  "to 
making  them  cjital  with  the  whites."  1  think 
Huch  gentlemen  must  certainly  be  very  jealous 
in  regard  to  their  position  in  the  community. 
They  must  be  very  sensitive  in  regard  to  the 
tenure  of  their  rights  and  privileges  ;  in  regard 
to  their  standing,  morally,  intellectually,  social- 
ly, if  they  suppose  that  by  the  mere  removal  of 
11  political  restriction,  colored  men  arc  to  be  put 
upon  a  complete  equality  with  them  !  Are  llic 
goiiilenion  in  earnest  in  this  argument?  Do 
thi-y  n^ally  intpiid  to  have  it  under.'itood  tliat 
they  have  plainly  presented  their  opinions  in  t!io 
minority  re[)orl,  as  regards  the  effect  of  the 
adoption  of  sucli  a  provision  upon  tlseir  standing 
in  this  community?  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
men if  the   man  who  comes  stiiggcring  from  the 


groggery,  and  deposits  his  ballot  in  the  same 
box  with  them;  if  the  man  who  comes  reeking 
from  the  stews  of  the  brothel,  all  leprous  with 
pollution,  and  stands  beside  them,  cheek-by- 
jowl,  on  the  day  of  election,  hurrahing  for  the 
same  candidate,  and  working  in  the  same  ranks 
— I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  if  they  consider 
those  men  as  their  ' 'equals'"'  Because  we  allow 
to  every  white  man  the  elective  franchise,  can 
the  gentlemen  say  to  us  that  we  are  making 
them  all  equals?  Is  it  not  then  unfair,  is  it  not 
contemptible,  for  gentlemen  to  get  up  here  and 
charge  that  we  want  to  make  "negroes  the 
equals  of  white  men."  It  is  not  in  the  argu- 
ment;  it  is  foi'eign  to  it.  If  God  has  made  them 
equal,  they  are  equal ;  but  human  constitutions 
and  human  laws  can  never  make  men  equal. 
Politically  equal  we  all  are.  But  morally  equal, 
socially  equal,  intellectually  equal  ?  No,  sir  ;  no 
man  ever  attempted,  or  ever  would  attempt,  by 
legislation,  or  by  any  section  of  any  constitution, 
to  say  that  they  are  equal ! 

I  am,  therefore,  not  called  upon  at  all  to  an- 
swer any  argument  that  may  be  brought  up  here 
to  show,  even  if  they  can  show,  that  negroes  are 
not  our  equals.  Sir,  I  almost  feel  a  loathing,  in 
my  whole  nature,  at  such  kind  of  talk,  and  such 
kind  of  bickering,  for  it  cannot  aspire  to  the 
dignity  of  argument. 

Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  good  democratic  princi- 
ples. I  am  so  much  of  a  democrat,  that  I  am 
willing  to  trust  them,  carried  out  to  their  full 
extent.  Ever  since  the  organization  of  this  gov- 
ernment there  have  been  men  who  have  been 
distrustful  of  the  workings  of  true  democracy. 
They  have  attempted  to  throw  over  the  people 
checks  and  restraints  of  various  kinds.  They 
have  attempted  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  the  liberty  of  the  press.  They  have  been 
self-appointed  Caesars.  Thej'  have  passed  their 
alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  have  ever  been 
jealous  of  the  intelligence  and  correct  action  of 
the  people.  As  for  me,  sir,  every  year  of  my 
life  but  renders  the  conviction  more  and  moro 
strong,  that  the  less  you  restrain  the  people  the 
better;  that  the  "greatest  liberty  of  the  greatest 
number"  is  the  true  principle  to  act  upon  in  this 
government.  I  have  that  confidence  in  the  in- 
telligence and  correct  action  of  the  people,  that 
I  believe  that  in  all  these  things  wherein  they 
can  act  with  fidelity  and  expedition,  they  should 
be  trusted  to  act.  It  is  only  when  they  can 
thereby  act  with  greater  facility  and  more  cor- 
rectness, that  their  powers  should  bo  exercised 
and  carried  out  by  representatives. 

The  principles  that  I  have  advocated  this  day, 
will  hereafter  triumjjh  in  this  State.  Gentlemen 
may  mock  at  mo ;  they  may  scoff  at  me;  they 
may  write  me  all  over  with  epithets  ;  but  I  tell 
you,  sir,  as  there  is  a  (Jod  in  Heaven,  the  prin- 
ciples I  this  day  advocate,  shall  yet  triumph  in 
Iowa.  I  tell  you  that  the  day  is  coming  when 
the  people  of  "this  State  shall  not  be  afraid  to 
cirry  out  to  the  letter,  the  true  intent  and  spirit 
of  every  iota  of  the  true  democratic  creed.  Tho 
people  arc  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.     They 
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need  no  self-constituted  guardians  to  tell  them 
who  shall  vote,  nor  when,  nor  how,  nor  for 
whom.  These  are  mere  hallucinations  that 
gentlemen  indulge  in,  when  they  suppose  that  by 
trusting  the  people  to  act  upon  the  democratic 
principle  of  "  universal  suffrage,"  the  principle 
laid  down  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  Virginia 
bill  of  rights,  they  will  be  induced  to  run  into 
anarchy,  and  that  all  order  and  good  government 
will  perish.  That  has  been  the  cry  from  the 
commencement  of  the  government,  and  always, 
frona  those  who,  conceited  in  their  own  wisdom, 
think  themselves  superior  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people  ;  and  wish,  therefore,  to  prescribe  for 
them  the  rules  under  which  they  shall  act. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  and  I,  both  of  us,  know 
that  we  may  trust  this  matter  with  the  people. 
"We  know  it,  not  only  because  we  know  that  the 
principle  is  true  and  correct,  but  we  know  it  from 
the  past.  We  know  it  from  the  experience  of 
other  States  who  have  tried  it,  and  who  have  yet 
undergone  none  of  the  direful  changes  and  suf- 
fered none  of  the  evils  that  have  been  so  feel- 
ingly portrayed  by  the  lachrymose  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  who  seems  on  this 
subject  to  be  suffering  a  political  hypocondria. 
Let  me  ask  you,  sir,  does  not  the  fact  that  Con- 
necticut, the  only  New  England  State  having 
this  word  "  white"  in  her  constitution,  will  be 
found  to  have  a  greater  population  of  negroes 
within  her  borders,  I  believe,  than  any  other 
State  in  New  England — does  not  that  fact  show 
that  the  fear  which  the  gentlemen  pretend  to  in- 
dulge that  the  striking  out  of  this  word  will 
bring  them  into  our  State  in  large  numbers,  is 
groundless?  If  such  were  the  case,  I  ask  you  if 
all  the  negroes  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Ohio,  in  Illi- 
nois, in  Indiana,  and  in  all  these  other  States 
which  have  this  restriction,  would  not  have  emi- 
grated long  since  to  the  New  England  States, 
and  have  filled  up  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, Vermont  and  Rhode  Island  ? 

But,  sir,  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall 
strike  this  word  out  of  the  constitution.  It  is 
merely  whether  the  people  shall  be  permitted  to 
vote  upon  the  question  of  striking  it  out.  The 
people  of  the  district  which  I  represent  will  many 
of  them  never  vote  for  a  constitution  that  makes 
such  a  distinction,  unless  at  the  same  time  they 
can  vote  to  wipe  it  out;  and  sir,  I  myself  am  of 
that  number.  I  know  there  are  many  such  in 
otherparts  of  the  State.  Gentlemen  may  call 
them  fanatics.  They  may  call  them  by  any 
other  name  which  lo  them  seems  suitable  and 
in  good  taste.  But  sir,  the  vote  of  one  of  these 
men,  thank  God,  will  weigh  just  as  much,  and 
is  of  just  as  much  importance,  as  the  vote  of  the 
gentleman  who  thus  arraigns  them ;  and  their 
rights  are  as  much  to  be  considered  by  us  in  the 
framing  of  this  constitution.  If  we  can,  con- 
sistently with  duty  and  principle,  we  should 
make  a  constitution  which  they  can  endorse  and 
vote  for.  By  thus  submitting  to  them  a  sepa- 
rate proposition  upon  this  question,  we  allow 
them  indirectly  to  vote  for  a  constitution  that  is 
suited  to  their  consciences.     This  has  been  done 


before.  It  has  been  done  in  Michigan;  it  has 
been  done  in  New  York.  It  has  been  done  in 
several  other  States  of  the  Union.  It  is  there- 
fore no  new  and  startling  proposition,  no  innova- 
tion upon  "democratic  usages,"  that  these  gen- 
tlemen should  start  back  from  it  with  such  marks 
of  holy  horror.  The  thing  has  actually  been 
done  in  those  States,  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
yet  survives! 

Gentlemen  ask  "  what  good  it  will  do  ?"  Do 
we  expect  to  carry  a  majority  in  the  State  ? 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  expect  a  majority  will 
vote  for  it ;  sir,  I  wish  that  the  State  was  in  such 
a  condition  that  we  could  vote  for  the  resolution 
with  an  expectation  of  success.  Yes,  sir,  I  wish 
that  we  could  now  vote  for  a  consitution  that 
would  be  perfectly  clear  of  all  exceptions.  I 
wish  most  sincerely  that  the  time  had  come 
when  the  people  of  this  State  should  have  such 
perfect  confidence  in  the  principles  that  under- 
lie their  government,  and  in  their  own  strength 
and  ability  to  take  care  of  themselves,  under  all 
circumstances,  and  with  whatever  population 
might  come  to  them,  that  tliey  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  such  a  constitution  as  I  should  now 
like  to  see — the  constitution  of  Iowa,  a  consti- 
tution of  principles  without  exceptions ;  a  con- 
stitution for  the  whole  people  without  any  dis- 
tinction of  men.  But  I  do  not  believe  the  time 
has  yet  come.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  even 
many  more  in  the  party  with  which  I  am  acting, 
than  in  the  other  party,  that  will  trust  them- 
selves fearlessly  to  these  principles,  and  to  such 
a  constitution.  That  painful  and  mortifying  fact 
is  proclaimed  and  urged  here  by  democrats  and 
republicans  alike.  Yet  it  does  not  deter  me 
from  pressing  this  resolution. 

No,  sir :  it  was  for  that  very  reason  that  I  first 
offered  it.  I  have  said  if  the  power  were  given 
me  to  strike  out  the  word  "white"  from  the  Con- 
stitution, without  submitting  the  question  to  the 
people,  I  would  not  do  it  I  By  so  doing,  I  be- 
lieve most  sincerely,  that  I  should  risk,  nay, 
sacrifice,  the  whole  of  our  labors,  and  put  the 
people  to  a  needless  expense  ;  for  I  believe  that 
a  majority  of  the  people  would  vote  against  the 
Constitution.  While  I  believe  this,  I  still  be- 
lieve that  if  the  people  were  correctly  educated 
in  this  matter  ;  if  they  would  throw  aside  this 
childish  timidity,  this  worse  than  foolish  preju- 
dice, that  leads  them  to  imagine  innumerable 
evils  that  mighi  fall  upon  them  ;  they  would  go 
for  just  such  a  constitution  as,  under  which,  I, 
too,  would  rejoice  to  live — a  constitution  free 
from  all  invidious  personal  distinctions,  and 
based  upon  universal  suffrage. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  gentlemen  here 
are  willing  to  act  in  this  matter  for  the  people, 
and  not  to  carry  out  their  own  whims.  I  trust 
that  they  will  not  forget,  in  their  action,  that 
there  is  a  large  class  of  people  who  would  like  to 
vote  upon  this  as  a  separate  proposition.  I  trust 
that  gentlemen  will  be  candid  and  honorable 
enough  in  this  matter,  to  separate  from  this  ques- 
tion those  extraneous  questions  that  have  been 
dividing  the  political  parties  of  the  country,  and 
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come  richt  up  to  the  single  question  that  is  pre- 
sented by  this  resolution,  vpilhout  distinction  of 
party.  There  is  no  reason  why  gentlemen  should 
L-ome  in  here  and  indulge  in  the  course  of  re- 
mark in  which  they  have  indulged  upon  a  form- 
er occasion  in  this  body.  There  is  no  reason  for 
their  coming  in  and  accusing  me  or  any  other 
member  of  having  the  negro  alone  in  view  in 
this  matter.  Cannot  they  go  beyond  that? 
Cannot  they  conceive  of  men  so  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  iove  of  the  principles  upon  which  the 
very  government  of  their  country  is  based,  that 
they  are  controlled  by  those  principles,  and  are 
unwilling  any  where  to  admit  that  they  are  gov- 
erned in  their  actions  by  their  feelings  alone  ? 
Need  I  say  to  gentlemen  that  I  myself  ac- 
knowledge to  the  weakness — though  I  trust  not 
criminal  "weakness — of  all  those  antipathies  and 
prejudices  that  seem  to  be  incident  to  our  peo- 
ple and  our  race  ?  I  acknowledge,  with  some- 
thing akin  to  shame,  so  far  as  1  am_  concerned, 
to  a"great  repugnance  against  that  injured  and 
degraded  race— the  African. 

But,  sir,  perhaps  it  arises  from  education,  and 
is  induced  by  that  very  degradation  ;  in  spite  of 
idl  these,  and  in  spite  of  that  feeling  which  leads 
me  to  cry  out  at  times,  "would  to  God  I  had  the 
power  to  transport  every  one  of  African  descent 
y)ack  to  the  continent  from  w^hich  the  race  orig- 
inated;" while  1  feel  in  my  heart  a  sorrow  that 
they  do  exist  in  our  midst,  and  while  I  cannot 
look  forward  to  the  future  at  times  without  as 
great  anxiety,  fear  and  troubled  forebodings  as 
any  gentleman  of  the  opposite  side  in  regard  to 
the  possible  conflicts  that  may  arise  between  the 
two  races — yet,  sir,  in  spite  of  all  these  things, 
I  throw  aside  my  own  feelings  and  prejudices, 
and  say,  let  us  unite  together  and  do  right,  what- 
ever the  consequences—"  let  justice  prevail 
though  the  heavens  fall"  !  Now,  when  gentle- 
men come  to  me  and  are  so  unkind  and  ungen- 
<T0U3  as  to  say  that  I  am  doing  this  for  "the  love 
of  the  negro,''  I  tell  them  that  what  I  do  here  in 
this  matter  I  do  from  a  conscientious  love  of  the 
principles  in  which  I  have  been  nurtured,  and 
under  which  I  have  lived  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
If  I  am  very  earnest  in  this  matter  it  is  because 
of  my  exceeding  earnestness  of  nature,  and  my 
■warm  attachment  to  these  principles. 

I  eay,  again,  I  care  not  who  are  benefitted  by 
the  adoption  of  this  provision  ;  and  1  care  not 
how  many,  if  it  bo  ail  (iod's  creation,  so  much 
the  better.  I  go  for  principles  that  will  reach 
all,  and  those  arc  the  oidy  principles  that  are 
worth  anything.  When  you  come  short  of 
these,  you  are  taking  a  step  away  from  Democ- 
racy towards  aristocracy,  towards  monarchy. 
Yea,  you  are  retiring  by  gradual  steps  from  the 
Demo'cracy  of  America  to  the  despotism  of  Rus- 
sia, and  this  interpolation  of  tlie  word  "white" 
into  our  constitution,  is  one  step  in  the  depar- 
ture. All  1  ask,  therefore,  is  that  the  convention 
will  submit  this  proposition  of  striking  out  the 
word  "  wliite"  from  the  constitution,  as  a  sepa- 
rate question  for  the  people  to  vote  upon. 

Allow  me  to  say,  before  I  coDclude,  that  so 


far  as  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  are  con- 
cerned, with  one  or  two  exceptions,  they  have 
treated  me  with  much  more  courtesy,  and  lib- 
erality, than  some  gentlemen  who  profess  to  oc- 
cupy the  same  position  in  politics  with  myself! 
I  here  acknowledge  this  courtesy,  and  1  .say  to 
them,  they  will  find  wherever  1  have  the  oppor- 
tunity, that  I  will  deal  with  them  in  the  same 
spirit  of  liberality.  I  was  astonished  at  some 
remarks  that  were  made  this  morning  by  a  gen- 
tleman, who  characterized  the  discussions  that 
have  taken  place  in  this  body,  upon  these  ques- 
tions, as  "  lugging  in  the  'nigger  question  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  convention  1" 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen  get  up 
and  ask  leave  to  have  cirtain  proceedings  sup-' 
pressed,  for  fear  they  might  cause  the  people  to 
believe  that  we  had  been  consuming  the  time  of 
this  convention  in  the  discussion  of  an  abstract 
question,  which  they  called  the  "  nigger  ques- 
tion! '  If  those  expressions  had  come  from  the 
lips  of  some  gentlemen  from  the  other  side,  who 
have  been  vainly  trying  to  heap  odium  and  con- 
tempt upon  us  for  the  positions  we  have  taken 
here  upon  these  questions,  I  should  not  have 
been  so  much  surprised.  But  the  gentleman 
who  made  use  of  that  expression,  made  one  of 
the  longest  speeches  that  has  been  delivered 
here  during  the  session  in  defence  of  one  of 
those  very  amendments  that  were  offered  here 
by  me,  and  under  which  this  "nigger"  question, 
as  he  termed  it,  came  up  for  consideration. 

This  is  not  a  negio  discussion.  Those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  \  een  opposed  to  these  princi- 
ples, have  attempted  to  make  it  so.  They  have 
used  the  expression  "  nigger,"  and  attempted  to 
make  the  question,  and  those  connected  with  it, 
odious  to  the  people,  by  the  association.  From 
the  beginning,  I  have  occupied  the  same  po- 
sition. I  took  this  ])Osition  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  testimony  of  all  classes  and  sects 
of  men.  I  denied  that  I  had  in  view  any  par- 
ticular class.  I  meant  to  declare  a  principle 
that  should  restrain  any  future  legislature  from 
not  only  interfering  with  my  right,  but  the  right 
of  others,  to  take  the  testimony  of  any  class  of 
men.  I  made  the  principle  just  as  broad  and 
general  as  I  could  ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Des 
iMaines  [Mr.  Hall,]  even  made  the  objection  that 
the  amendment  I  offered  was  so  broad,  that  it 
included  everybody!  1  meant  to  include  every- 
body ;  I  did  not,  therefore,  admit  tht.t  I  meant 
negroes  or  Indians.  1  was  willing  to  leave  it  to 
the  twelve  men,  who  should  sit  in  a  jury  box,  to 
pass  upon  the  credibility  of  any  witness  that 
might  come  before  them,  no  matter  who  he  was. 
1  wished  to  take  forever  from  the  legislature  the 
[tower  of  saying,  that  any  particular  class  of 
men  should  not  oc  allowed  to  give  testimony, 
or  that  1  should  not  be  allowed  to  have  the  tes- 
timony of  any  man  merely  because  he  belonged 
to  a  particular  class  of  individuals.  jMy  position 
in  regard  to  the  question  now  before  us,  has 
been  the  same.  I  came  hero  to  present  no  fac- 
tious propositions  for  the  purpoce  of  creating 
agitation,  excitement  and  discussion.      I   nsk 
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gentlemen,  if  I  ever  asked  this  body,  knowing 
how  it  was  constituted,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"white'"  from  this  or  that  article.  True  I  op- 
posed the  proposition,  when  it  was  offered  by  one 
gentleman  here,  to  strike  it  out  of  the  article  on 
militia,  and  I  gave,  as  my  reasons  for  it,  that  we 
were  calling  upon  the  colored  men  to  perform 
duties,  where  we  refused  to  protect  them  in 
their  rights. 

T  now  come  before  this  body  in  the  hope  that 
they  will  allow  this  question  to  go  to  the  people 
without  a  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  striking 
out  the  word  "white,"  or  without  following  it 
out  to  its  results,  to  see  who  will  be  affected  by 
it. 

It  is  most  amusing  when  we  look  back  and 
observe  the  workings  of  some  of  the  State  con- 
stltutians  that  have  been  adopted  in  this  narrow 
spirit  of  distrust  and  prejudice.  Some  of  them 
have  been  so  jealous  of  negroes,  and  negro  blood, 
wherever  they  could  find  it  circulating  with 
Saxon  mixture  in  any  human  being,  that  ihey 
have  provided  in  their  constitutions,  that  no  ne- 
gro or  mulatto  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 
While  at  the  same  time  you  will  find  it — and 
this  is  the  case  in  the  constitutions  of  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin — that  Indians,  and  persons  of 
Indian  descent,  and  Indian  blood,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  vote,  if  only  residents  of  the  State. 
How  does  it  operate?  After  their  constitutions 
went  into  operation,  they  found  a  large  class  of 
persons  who  had  negro  blood,  butnone  of  Indian 
descent,  and  could,  therefore,  go  to  the  ballot 
box  and  deposit  their  ballots.  While  a  person 
who  had  nine-tenths  Saxon  blood  in  his  veins, 
and  only  one-tenth  negro,  was  not  allowed  to 
vote  at  all ! 

1  have  lived,  myself,  sir,  under  almost  such  a 
constitution  as  1  would  have  this ;  and  so  has 
the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall.]  I 
have  some  recollection  of  the  time  when  the 
struggle  upon  this  question  was  going  on  in  that 
Empire  Slate,  and  I  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  gentleman  who  made  the  first  move  in 
the  Assembly,  to  get  rid  of  the  last  fragmentary 
end  of  slavery  that  was  left  in  that  common- 
wealth. For  a  great  many  years  he  was  covered 
all  over  with  as  many  epithets  as  gentleman  can 
possibly  bestow  upon  "the  gentleman  from  Hen- 
ry." He  was  looked  upon  as  the  great  cham- 
pion of  the  negro.  But,  finally,  the  proposition 
which  he  presented  to  the  Assembly  was  carried 
through,  and  slavery  was  done  away  with  forev- 
er in  that  State.  Some  gentlemen,  who,  at  the 
time,  perhaps,  owned  some  of  these  slaves,  were 
afraid  that  when  they  were  set  free  they  would 
become  worthless  vagabonds,  and  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  make  special  laws  in  regard  to 
them,  as  in  England  they  did  in  regard  to  the 
Gipseys.  They  finally  came  to  the  sage  conclu- 
sion that,  if  a  negro  showed  ability  and  enter- 
prise enough  to  acquire  property,  it  was  pretty 
good  evidence  of  his  respectability  and  attach- 
ment to  the  community:  and,  therefore,  they 
incorporated  into  their  constitution  a  provision 
that,  if  a  negro  was  worth  two  hundred  and  fif- 


ty dollars,  he  should  be  allowed  to  vote.  •  That 
is  all  the  restriction  they  have  in  New  York.  I 
have  lived  in  one  of  its  cities  where  there  was  a 
large  number  of  this  class  who  voted  under  the 
property  qualification.  They  had  a  church  or- 
ganization by  themselves  ;  met  together  in  other 
organizations,  and  had  their  discussions  upon 
political  and  other  subjects,  and  went  to  the  bal- 
lot boxes  and  deposited  their  ballots  ;  and  when 
counted  out  they  looked  and  counted  just 
the  same  as  those  of  white  folks,  and  I  pre- 
sume the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  could  not 
even  have  smelled  a  difference.  For  the  last 
five  or  six  years  before  I  left  New  York,  their 
votes  were  deposited  sometimes  for  the  third 
party  candidate,  but  most  generally  for  the  old 
Whig  party.  Lest  some  here  should  be  anxious 
in  regard  to  their  manner  of  voting,  I  would  say 
that  they  would  go  quietly  to  the  polls  and  hand 
their  ballots  to  a  white  man  who  would  deposit 
them  in  the  same  ballot  box  with  white  men's 
ballots !  I  never  heard  that  this  vote  had,  in 
any  manner,  worked  disastrous  results  in  that 
State,  and  I  never  saw  an  article  in  a  paper  de- 
monstrating that  the  vote  of  the  colored  race 
had  eifected  any  great  political  change  or  revo- 
lution in  the  State !  Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
New  York  has  continued  to  prosper,  notwith- 
standing this  vote  given  by  colored  persons  ;  and 
I  believe,  as  yet,  she  evinces  no  visible  signs  of 
decay  !  The  people  of  that  State  have  found 
and  demonstrated  that  they  are  fully  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves  under  this  provision,  and 
their  government  still  moves  on,  notwithstanding 
they  have  refused  to  exclude  the  colored  race 
entirely  from  the  privileges  of  the  ballot  box ! 
And  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  once  voted 
with  "niggers"  in  New  York ;  and  he,  too,  sur- 
vives to  bless  us  with  his  experience,  his  wisdom 
and  his  philanthropy. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  spirit,  so  very  often 
manifested  by  legislators — this  jealousy  of  the 
people — this  being  afraid  of  "the  mob,"  to  use 
a  term  that  has  been  often  used  in  this  connec- 
tion :  "  The  mob !  the  mob  !  the  many-headed 
monster!"  has  been  the  cry  for  centuries  in  the 
old  world.  It  was  the  cry  that  was  raised  in 
old  federal  times,  and  it  is  the  cry  which  some 
gentlemen,  who  profess  to  be  simon  pure  Demo- 
crats, now  raise  in  our  midst.  I  tell  you,  that 
the  people,  if  left  to  themselves,  can  take  care 
of  themselves.  I  believe  that  all  the  evils  which 
gentlemen  have  depicted  here  as  likely  to  flow 
from  the  adoption  of  the  provision  here  recom- 
mended, are  merely  imaginary,  and  that  if  you 
can  once  get  the  people  up  to  the  point  where 
they  are  willing  to  really  trust  to  those  princi- 
ples that  underlay  the  very  foundation  of  our 
government,  they  would  make  a  great  step  for- 
ward  in  the  path  of  true  progress.  I  hope  that 
this  subject  will  be  fully  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  that  we  may  take  such 
action  here  as  will  show  the  final  disposition  of 
this  whole  matter. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  a  po- 
litical  opponent,  so  widely  differing  from   me 
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upon  this  and  kindred  subjects,  I  tender  my 
thanks  for  the  kind  consideration  Tcith  which 
you  have  treated  me  personally,  and  for  the  pa- 
tient attention  -with  -which  you  have  listened  to 
my  remarks  and  entertained  my  argument.  Situ- 
ated as  I  am,  sir,  with  a  feeling  on  every  side  that 
I  may  hold  in  my  hand  a  lighted  torch  for  the 
springing  of  amine;  with  gentlemen  ever  ready 
to  call  me  to  order,  and  start  back  from  my  in- 
cendiary propositions  ;  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  am 
very  grateful  for  the  smallest  favors  or  the  slight- 
est courtesy. 

IIt.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  ELLS.  If  the  committee  rise  now  does  it 
not  bind  us  to  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
this  subject  when  we  come  into  the  convention? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  chair. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  If  this  motion  to  rise  be 
agreed  to,  we  shall  bo  under  the  necessity  of 
recommending  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
this  resolution. 

ilr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  My  object  in  mak- 
in.::i;  this  motion  was  to  save  this  discussion.  If 
it  is  to  go  on,  we  may  as  well  have  the  benefit 
of  it  here  as  in  the  convention.  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  feel  embarrassed  in  attempt- 
ing to  speak  upon  this  question,  for  there  has 
been  no  time,  since  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion, that  I  have  been  so  illy  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss any  question  as  at  this  time.  I  did  not 
suppose  that  I  would  be  called  upon  to  express 
my  views  upon  this  question.  I  supposed  that 
tlie  expression  of  the  convention  would  be  al- 
most unanimous  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  peo- 
I^!c  of  the  State  the  privilege  of  saying  "yea" 
or  "nny"'  upon  this  question,  and  I  did  not 
deem  that  it  would  meet  with  any  serious  ob- 
jf'Ction.  If  this  opposition  came  from  the 
Democratic  side,  I  would  not  say  a  word.  But 
from  what  I  see  and  hear  I  anticipate  objections 
from  another  source. 

I  ask  gentlemen  if  one-third  of  the  Hepubli- 
<nu  party  left  the  old  Democratic  party  simply 
on  account  of  banks,  railroads  and  internal  im- 
provements ?  What  do  you  suppose  compelled 
us  to  make  war  ujion  the  old  DcmoLratic  party, 
if  it  was  not  for  the  principles  of  freedom  and 
equal  rights,  which  wo  considered  were  tram- 
pled under  foot  by  that  party?  I  acknowledge 
with  pride,  that  I  could  not  have  occupied  this 
]ilace,  had  it  not  been  conferred  upon  me  by 
tlioso  who  arc  in  lovo  with  the  great  principles 
<if  freedom  and  the  efjual  rights  of  all  men.  It 
is  because  I  am  fondly  attached  to  these  princi- 
ples that  I  am  a  Republican  to-day.  If  we  are 
to  lose  sight  of  these  great  principles,  and  prove 
recreant  to  the  trust  confided  to  us  by  the  peo- 
]ple,  it  will  require  no  prophet's  tongue  to  foretell 
that  our  doom  as  a  party  ia  sealed. 

I  hold  the  acknowledgment  of  the  equal  rights 
of  all  men  to  be  a  sacred  i)rinciple;  that  no  pol- 
ity shavld  ttatM*  uu   from    advocating   it   at  all 


times;  and  I  have  endeavored  and  shall  endeavor 
to  maintain  that  principle  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  no  matter  in  what  position  I  may  be 
placed.  I  am  happy  to  saj'  that  the  position  I 
hold  here  is  not  only  in  accordance  with  the 
feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  republican  party, 
but  of  a  great  many  of  the  democratic  party  in 
my  section  of  the  State.  I  feel  that  we  should 
not  any  of  us  trifle  with  the  principles  which  the 
people  to  a  very  great  extent  hold  sacred.  I 
know  there  are  thousands  of  persons  that  think 
so  muwh  of  the  maintenance  of  this  principle, 
that  unless  it  were  presented  to  them  in  some 
shape,  they  could  not  be  induced  to  vote  for  the 
constitution. 

It  is  perfectly  plain  to  me,  that  the  people 
should  have  the  privilege  of  voting  upon  this 
question.  Is  it  asking  too  much  to  grant  them 
that  privilege  ?  AVhy  do  gentlemen  of  the  re- 
publican party  tremble  at  the  prospect  ahead  ? 
It  is  because  of  the  great  and  glorious  senti- 
ments that  the  republican  party  have  enunciated 
as  their  cardinal  doctrines,  that  they  are  so 
greatly  in  the  ascendency  in  this  State  to-day, 
or  else  I  do  not  know  anything  about  political 
matters. 

I  do  hope  that  men  of  all  parties  here  will 
seriously  consider  this  subject,  before  they  say 
to  the  people  that  they  shall  not  have  the  privi- 
lege of  saying  "  yes"  or  "no''  upon  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  not  a  mere  act  of  liberality,  but  it  is 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  people,  that  this  ques- 
tion, which  has  certainl}^  to  a  vei-y  great  extent 
entered  into  the  political  discussions  which  have 
been  going  on  for  a  year  or  two  past,  should 
now  be  submitted  to  them.  It  is  an  act  of  jus- 
tice which  the  people  have  a  right  to  demand  at 
our  hands,  and  we  have  no  right  to  refuse  it,  on 
the  plea  of  losing  party  influence  or  personal 
popularity.  If  I  understand  the  principles  of 
the  republican  party,  I  love  them  just  as  dearly 
as  any  man  here  can,  and  I  would  do  anything 
that  was  just  and  honorable  to  elevate  that 
party  to  power  in  the  State  and  in  the  nation. 
But  I  would  sooner  see  that  party  resolved  into 
its  original  elements  than  do  anything  that  did 
not  accord  with  the  principles  of  right  and  jus- 
tice. 

I  hope  the  convention  will  pause  and  consider 
well,  before  they  say  that  the  people  shall  not 
vote  upon  this  subject.  The  question  now  be- 
fore us  may  be  a  party  issue ;  if  so.  I  hope  my 
republican  friends  will  meet  it  boldly  and  man- 
fully. 

Mr.  ELLS.  If  there  are  gentlemen  here,  Mr. 
Chairman,  who  wish  to  sneak  in  favor  of  the 
minority  report,  tell  us  the  substance  of  it,  let 
us  know  how  they  stand,  and  what  they  mean  to 
do,  1  will  bo  very  happy  to  hear  them.  I  dislike 
to  hear  arguments  all  upon  one  side  of  this 
question.  I  wish  those  gentlemen,  who  claim  to 
belong  to  the  simon-pure  democracy  would  come 
out  and  give  us  the  reasons  why  this  question 
should  not  go  to  the  people.  Are  they  afraid 
to  trust  them?  I  thought  it  was  the  legislature 
of  which  they  wsru  so  much  afraid.  Now  it  saems, 
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however,  that  the  dear  people  are  not  to  be 
trusted  ia  a  question  of  this  kind.  Come  out, 
gentlemen,  and  show  us  how  you  stand.  I  wish 
to  hear  you  speak  upon  this  question,  and  I  am 
in  earnest  when  I  express  this  wish.  1  do  not 
care  about  their  attempting  to  refute  the  able 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  and  the  no  less  able  arguments  of  my 
friend  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Marvin,]  but  I  would 
like  to  hear  gentlemen  give  some  reason  why  this 
question,  whether  the  word  "  white"  should  be 
stricken  out  of  the  constitution,  should  not  go  to 
the  people. 

If  there  be  no  one  to  speak,  if  gentlemen  will 
not  undertake  to  present  any  reasons  for  refus- 
ing to  submit  this  question  to  the  people,  I  will, 
with  your  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations upon  this  question.  If  I  were  to  state 
my  own  principles  and  the  principles  that  I  have 
always  held,  I  should  not  be  enunciating  or  de- 
claring anything  new  to  members  of  the  con- 
vention, but  they  would  justify  me  in  saying 
that  I  am  willing  that  the  people  should  settle 
this  question.  I  believe  that  the  people  are  the 
source  of  all  power,  and  when  a  majority  of  them 
have  said  that  they  will  have  this  or  that,  if  I 
am  in  the  minority,  I  am  bound  to  abide  by  that 
expression,  and  say  that  the  people  have  spoken. 
It  is  this  spirit  which  leads  me  to  say  that  this 
question  should  go  to  the  people,  and  if  they 
vote  that  the  word  "  white"  shall  be  stricken 
from  the  constitution,  I  will  abide  by  the  deci- 
sion and  say  that  it  is  right,  because  the  major- 
ity have  spoken.  To  take  any  other  position 
would  be  to  repudiate  the  principles  upon  which 
our  government  is  founded.  I  would  like  to 
hear  anj^  argument  from  any  gentleman  that 
would  controvert  that  broad  principle. 

That  is  one  question;  but  the  other  question, 
the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  word  '-white," 
is  an  entirely  different  one.  Now,  sir,  I  hold 
that  man  is  not  a  true  reformer,  who  will  go  so 
far  in  advance  of  public  opinion  that  his  influ- 
ence is  lost  upon  the  public  opinion.  Every 
man,  whatever  may  be  his  ideas  of  expediency 
or  progress,  must,  in  laying  out  his  work,  as- 
certain exactly  where  he  stands  in  reference  to 
those  persons  who  are  to  be  influenced  by  his 
actions.  If  he  does  that  then  he  is  prepared  to 
go  ahead.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of 
Iowa  would  to-day  vote  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  word  "  white,"  but  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  they  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  saying, 
whether  they  are  in  favor  of  it  or  not.  For  my- 
self, I  am  to-day  trying  to  represent  the  people 
of  Scott  county.  The  question  now  before  us 
was  not  mooted,  when  I  was  a  candidate  for  the 
oflice  I  now^iold,  although  the  gentleman  op- 
posed to  me  in  that  canvass  did  publish  a  short 
address  prior  to  the  election,  in  which  he  stated 
that  I  was  advocating  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  would  extend  the  right  of 
sufi'rage  to  negroes.  In  reply  to  that  charge  I 
stated,  that  I  did  not  advocate  that  measure.  I 
did  not  deny  that  I  held  such  views,  but  I  mere- 
ly stated  that  I  was   not   the  advocate  of  that 


proposition  as  a  principle  of  action  for  this  con- 
vention. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  individually,  I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  the  right  of  suffrage  should 
be  as  broad  as  the  universe  of  God.  1  have  no 
fears  in  trusting  any  class  of  men  with  the  right 
to  vote,  provided  they  have  the  qualifications  of 
manhood.  A  portion  of  my  constituents  are  in 
favor  of  having  this  question  submitted  separate- 
ly to  the  people,  and  they  requested  me  to  secure 
them  the  privilege  of  voting  upon  it.  Tbey  are 
a  class  of  men  that  I  respect  as  much  as 
any  other  of  my  constituents.  They  are  old 
Scotch  Covenanters  and  Presbyterians,  as  hon- 
est men  as  ever  lived  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
men  who  are  universally  respected  for  their  in- 
tegrity, and  who  hold  themselves  strictly  ac- 
countable to  a  Higher  Being  for  every  thing  they 
do.  They  said  to  me,  we  ask  you  to  give  us  a 
constitution  which  shall  recognize  the  right  of 
the  negro  to  vote;  if  you  give  us  that  principle 
we  will  vote  for  its  adoption.  In  reply,  I  told 
them,  that  if  the  question  came  up  in  such  a 
form  that  I  could  give  them  that  privilege,  I 
would  certainly  do  so ;  and  I  intend  to  do  it. 
For  myself,  I  have  no  fears  of  trusting  this  ques- 
tion with  the  people. 

Believing  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Scott  county,  and  the  State  of  Iowa,  would  not 
sanction  a  constitution  with  the  word  "  white" 
stricken  out,  I  should  not  vote  to  strike  this 
word  out,  because  I  wish  to  save  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  people,  and  for  posterity;  but  I  shall 
vote  in  favor  of  submitting  the  question  sepa- 
rately to  the  people,  and  allowing  every  man 
who  desires  to  do  so  the  privilege  of  going  to 
the  ballot  box,  and  there  depotiting  his  ballot 
for  or  against  the  proposition.  If  a  majority  of 
the  people  shall  vote,  for  striking  the  word  out, 
I  shall  not  dissent  from  that  opinion.  My  own 
convictions  of  right  I  will  avow  everywhere,  but 
I  will  represent  the  wishes  of  the  people,  so  far 
as  I  know  them,  faithfully  and  honestly.  In 
voting  to  submit  this  question  separately  to  the 
people,  I  am  following  out  their  wishes,  so  far 
as  I  know  them. 

My  friend  has  well  said  here,  that  if  the  Re- 
publican party  failed  to  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  people  in  this  respect,  they  would  be  only 
able  to  reckon  upon  the  time  between  the  present 
and  the  ides  of  November  as  the  only  days  they 
will  know  as  a  party  in  this  State.  There  is 
nothing  more  sure  than  this  result.  What  is  it 
that  would  distinguish  us  as  a  party  from  the 
old  line  Democracy,  if  we  dare  not  express  our 
sentiments,  and  cast  our  votes  freely  in  favor  of 
freedom.  I  would  "  rather  be  a  dog,  and  bay 
the  morn,"  than  such  a  Republican.  I  claim 
that  we  have  made  so  much  progress  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  that  there  is  a  desire  now  on 
the  part  of  the  Democracy  to  drag  us  down  from 
our  high  position,  and  to  that  end,  they  seek  to 
throw  every  obstacle  in  our  way  to  hinder  the 
progress  of  Republicanism. 

It  was  generally  understood  that  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  opposite  party  were  at 
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first  in  favor  of  submitting  this  proposition  to 
the  people,  and  that  thej  would  join  in  the  re- 
port recommending  it. 

But  when  the  majority  presented  their  report 
upon  this  question,  we  find  two  of  the  opposite 
party  pre.senting  a  minority  report,  appealing  to 
old  miserable  prejudices,  intended  to  excite  a 
feeling  among  the  people  that  the  Republican 
party  in  this  conveutiou  were  taking  extreme 
ultra  grounds.  But  I  am  willing,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  to  meet  them  upon  the  question 
here  presented,  boldly  and  fearlessly,  and  to 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  people.  If  they 
decide  against  the  position  which  the  Republi- 
c.in  party  here  take  upon  this  question,  let  the 
d  -cision  so  remain  until  we  can  convince  the 
people  that  they  are  wrong. 

I  am  for  leaving  this  question  to  the  people, 
believing  that  in  so  doing  I  am  not  endangering 
the  success  of  the  Constitution.  1  have  no  fears 
if  the  people  shall  decide  to  give  colored  people 
the  rigbt  to  vote,  that  I  shall  be  endangering 
the  prosperity  of  the  State.  The  idea  that  the 
negroes  will  all  come  here  if  we  allow  them 
this  privilege,  is  the  most  preposterous  doctrine 
that  was  ever  uttered  in  any  assembly.  The 
gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  has  already 
called  your  attention  to  New  England,  and  I 
wish  to  call  the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  a  single 
fact,  that  Connecticut  is  the  only  State  there 
where  colored  men  have  not  the  right  to  vote, 
and  yet  she  has  in  proportion  to  her  population 
as  many  free  blacks  as  any  other  State  in  New 
England.  Why  do  they  settla  there,  and  why 
do  they  not  go  to  other  States  where  they  will 
have  the  right  to  vote?  It  is  for  this  reason: 
th:it  the  negro  is  like  any  other  man,  who  set- 
tles where  his  interests  are  the  strongest.  Wher- 
ever his  own  personal  advantage  is  concerned 
there  he  will  remain,  and  just  so  it  will  be  in 
this  State.  The  negro  will  come  here  if  his  in- 
terest will  be  promoted  by  so  doing;  if  it  is  not 
he  will  stay  away. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  every  man  of  observation  will 
admit,  that  the  negro  of  this  country  is  not  pro- 
gressive but  stationary  in  his  habits.  In  a  large 
majority  of  cases  he  is  willing  to  endure  all  the 
wrong  that  may  be  inflicted  upon  him,  rather 
than  to  fly  to  others  that  he  knows  not  of.  I 
am  satisfied  that  tiie  free  negroes  of  the  South 
have  a  greater  horror  of  this  northern  climate 
and  of  the  jicople  who  live  here,  tl)an  they  have 
of  slavery  in  its  mildest  form.  lam  satisfied  of 
this  fact  from  my  own  ex|)C'rience.  The  climate 
of  Iowa,  like  the  climate  of  Canada,  iiud  the  ex- 
treme northern  States,  would  keep  away  the 
colored  race,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  they 
can  enjoy  a  certain  measure  of  freedom.  That 
is  all  the  inducement  which  brings  them  here. 
It  is  the  desire  to  get  away  fi-om  the  unnatural 
und  cursed  institution  of  slavery  that  impels 
the  negro  to  flee  to  the  north,  and  endure  the 
horrors  of  a  Canadian  winter. 

I  visited  the  negroes  in  Canada,  opjjosite  De- 
troit, and  while  there,  I  conversed  with  their 
most  iatelligeut  men,   and  I  became  perfectly 


satisfied  from  my  observations  there,  that  all 
things  considered,  they  were  doing  better  than 
poor  men  generally  in  the  slave  states.  Many 
of  them  had  acquired  wealth,  and  paid  taxes 
upon  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  prop- 
erty to  support  Queen  Victoria's  government. 
Said  a  colored  gentleman  with  whom  I  was  con- 
versing, if  slavery  were  abolished  iu  Kentucky, 
or  any  other  southern  state,  I  would  go  there  at 
once,  because  I  prefer  to  live  among  a  people 
that  have  no  prejudice  against  my  race. 

There  is  no  doubt  sir,  but  what  there  is  a 
prejudice  universally  existing  here  at  the  north 
against  color.  I  feel  it  myself,  and  so  does  al- 
most every  other  man.  At  the  first  thought,  I 
look  at  the  negro  simply  as  a  black  man,  and 
feel  a  repugnance  to  him,  but  the  moment  he 
approaches  me  as  an  intelligent  being  I  forget 
that  he  is  black.  I  believe  that  is  the  experience 
of  most  northern  men — southern  men  have  no 
prejudice  against  color;  'with  them  it  is  the 
condition.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  and  to 
the  credit  of  the  South,  I  will  give  you  a  fact  in 
illustration. 

Several  years  since,  an  old  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  educated  at  iliddlebury  College, 
Vermont,  a  young  mulatto,  intending  him  for 
the  ministry.  After  he  had  completed  his  stud- 
ies, the  old  gentleman  applied  to  several  theo- 
logical institutions  of  the  country,  of  his  peculiar 
faith,  for  permission  to  enter  his  young  friend 
as  a  theological  student,  but  without  success  ; 
such  at  that  time  was  the  state  of  feeling  in  these 
institutions.  He  then  furnished  him  the  means 
and  sent  him  to  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  At  Al- 
bany the  young  man  took  passage  on  a  stenm- 
boat  for  New  York,  and  for  presuming  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  secured  to  him  by  his  first  class 
ticket,  was  treated  Avith  contempt  by  a  lot  of 
northern  negro-hating  dandies.  This  attracted 
the  attention  of  a  southern  gentleman — a  slave- 
holder. This  gentleman,  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  extent  and  knowledge  of  a  northern 
free  negro,  spoke  civilly  to  the  young  man,  and 
received  a  civil  answer  in  good  pure  Anglo- 
American-Saxon.  Perceiving  that  he  was  a  well 
educated  man,  he  addressed  him  in  Latin  and 
was  answered  in  Greek,  when  the  southern  gen- 
tleman remarked,  you  have  got  beyond  my 
depth. 

This  conversation  occurred  on  the  upper  deck, 
lie  then  invited  the  young  student  into  the  sa- 
loon, and  proposed  to  join  him  in  a  glass  of  wine. 
The  yuiuig  man  accepted  the  invitation  to  the 
saloon,  but  from  principle,  declined  the  wine. 
A  long  conversation  followed  this  singular  in- 
troduction, in  which  the  young  student  gave  his 
friend  of  the  hour,  a  hasty  sketcii  of  his  life,  and 
his  plans  for  the  future.  At  parting,  the  south- 
ern gcntlenmn  gave  him  a  coidial  invitation  to 
visit  him  if  he  ever  came  south,  renu\rking  that 
he  had  no  prejudice  against  color,  but  was  al- 
ways happy  to  meet  an  educated  gentleman. 

These  facts  were  given  to  the  public  on  the 
following  day  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society  in  New  York,  by  the  young 
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man  himself,   and  were  published  in  the  news- 
papers at  that  time. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  northern  character 
on  the  part  of  the  negro,  and  the  feelings  that  so 
universally  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  north,  I  think  gentlemen  need  give  them- 
selves no  anxiety  about  the  negroes  coming 
here  in  great  numbers,  even  if  the  people  of  the 
iState  vote  to  give  them  the  right  of  sufTrage. 

It  is  only  when  they  become  thoroughly  edu- 
cated and  competent  to  defend  themselves  eve- 
rywhere that  they  become  migratory,  except  in 
those  cases  where  they  run  away  to  escape  those 
punishments  which  slavery  so  often  inflicts  upon 
the  victims  of  its  cruelty.  Indeed,  sir,  I  cannot 
look  upon  the  question  of  negro  suffrage  as  a 
practical  one  in  this  State  ;  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  were  it  not  for  carrying  out  a  consistent 
rule  of  right  action,  that  no  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  people  would  give  any  attention  to 
the  subject.  By  the  census  there  ai  e  less  than 
three  hundred  colored  persons  in  the  State,  all 
told  ;  scarcely  enough  to  make  an  exception  to 
the  rule. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  the  Republicans  of  this 
Convention,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  so  thor- 
oughly united  in  the  justice  and  expediency  of 
submitting  this  question  to  the  people. 

The  Republican  party  of  this  country,  sir,  is 
emphatically  a  progressive  party ;  and  any  man 
or  set  of  men  who  attempt  to  prescribe  limits  to 
its  political  action  for  all  coming  time,  must  set 
their  bounds  far  into  the  misty  future,  or  they 
will  find  themselves  overwhelmed  with  the 
"ground-swell,"  now  setting  inland  from  the 
mighty  ocean  of  moral  truth.  That  which  sat- 
isfies the  people  to-day  will  become  obsolete  and 
be  cast  off  to-morrow.  The  wonderful  develop- 
ments made  in  the  moral  and  political,  as  well 
afl  the  natural  sciences,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  admonishes  us  to  be  careful  how  we  crip- 
ple ourselves  by  the  adoption  of  any  short-sight- 
ed policy  of  political  action.  Let  that  good 
old  scripture  admonition  be  our  rule  of  action  : 
"Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 
Let  us  do  right,  and  leave  the  consequences  to 
God  and  our  country. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  did  not  intend 
to  participate  in  this  discussion  at  all ;  but,  in- 
iismuch  as  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  in  his  confessions  and  autobiography 
delivered  here  awhile  since,  paid  his  respects  to 
me  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  gentleman  from  Scott, 
[Mr.  Ells,]  intimated  that  I  am  afraid  to  express 
my  sentiments  upon  this  question,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  now  to  make  a  few  remarks.  In  the  first 
place,  I  take  issue  with  the  gentleman  from  Scott 
in  saying  that  this  is  a  party  question,  and  I  de- 
ny here  that  the  Republican  party  of  this  or  any 
other  State  in  the  Union,  has  ever  taken  ground 
in  favor  of  giving  to  the  negroes  the  right  of 
suffrage. 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  did  not  state,  in  any  remarks 
made  here  to-day,  or  at  any  other  time,  that  this 


is  a  party  question.  But  I  do  say,  sir,  that  in 
battling  against  the  extension  of  slavery,  we  are 
contending  against  those  unnatural  prejudices 
that  have  so  long  existed  in  the  old  Democratic 
party.  I  stated  that  this  constituted  one  of  the 
distinguishing  features  between  these  two  par- 
ties. All  I  desire,  in  our  action  here,  is,  to  give 
the  people  of  the  State  an  opportunity  to  express 
at  the  ballot  box  their  wishes  in  regard  to  this 
word  "white." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  remember  hear- 
ing, during  the  late  canvass,  a  distinguished 
Democratic  elector,  upon  th^  steps  of  this  cap- 
itol,  charge  that  the  Republican  party  were  in 
favor  of  giving  negroes  a  right  to  vote.  I  re- 
member turning  away,  while  this  Democratic 
meeting  was  in  progress,  and  addressing  a  Re- 
publican meeting  that  same  day,  in  which  I 
took  occasion  to  denounce  that  declaration,  as 
one  unwarranted  by  the  facts.  I  understand 
the  doctrine  of  the  Republican  party  to  be  op- 
position to  the  extension  of  slavery.  But  while 
they  take  this  position,  they  do  not  propose  to 
take  any  steps  to  interfere  with  it,  where  it  le- 
gally exists,  only  to  prevent  its  extension  over 
territory  now  free. 

I  understand,  furthermore,  that  the  Republi- 
can party  are  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  distinc- 
tions that  exist  in  the  free  States,  which  prove 
a  bar  to  the  colored  man  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  rights  ;  for  instance,  such  a  law  as  that 
which  existed  in  this  State  prior  to  the  last  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  which  prohibited  negroes  from 
giving  their  testimony  in  courts ;  or  such  as 
that,  which  would  prohibit  them  from  settling 
in  our  State,  and  such  laws  as  those  which  de- 
ny to  them,  as  colored  men,  those  rights  which 
are  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of 
every  individual.  I  understand  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  are  opposed  to  all  such  laws  as  these, 
that  they  are  willing  to  repeal  them,  if  any  such 
exist  upon  our  statute  books.  Or  in  other  words, 
that  the  colored  population,  if  they  come  here, 
shall  have  the  right  of  protection  under  our 
laws,  and  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  rights  of  property.  This  I  understand  to 
be  Republican  doctrine,  and  thus  far  I  am  a 
Republican  at  heart. 

We  have  been  told,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  that  upon  a  question  sim- 
ilar to  this,  I  made  a  very  long  speech.  That  is 
true,  and  I  am  not  ashamed  of  that  speech,  and 
I  trust  the  time  will  never  come  when  I  shall 
blush  lor  it.  I  did  speak  in  favor  ot  giving  the 
negro  the  right  to  testify  in  courts  of  justice, 
not  only  as  a  protection  to  him,  but  to  the  while 
man.  That  doctrine  I  shall  support,  and  always 
maintain. 

Some  gentlemen  here  are  placed  in  a  very  sin- 
gular position,  for  we  find  them  arguing  in  favor 
of  submitting  a  proposition  to  the  people,  when 
they  distinctly  avow  here  that  they  would  not 
vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition  themselves. 
This  may  be  Democratic  in  the  extended  mean- 
ing of  that  term  which  these  gentlemen  use. 
But  it  seems  to  me  like  trifling,  like  an  attempt 
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at  cajolery,  to  come  here  and  argue  in  favor  of 
submiUing  a  proposition  to  the  people,  for  which 
ihev  will  not  vote  themselve".  When  1  vote  to 
submit  a  proposition  to  the  people,  I  shall  be 
willing  to  vote  for  the  proposition  itself. 

It  has  been  laid  down  here  time  and  time 
again,  that  we  were  not  sent  here  to  remodel 
this  constitution,  but  to  make  some  amendments 
upon  subjects  which  were  discussed  before  the 
people,  and  with  reference  to  which  we  were 
elected.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  or  any  other  gentleman 
upon  this  floor,  if  this  thing  of  submitting  the 
question  to  the  people,  whether  negroes  should 
be  allowed  to  vote,  was  ever  publicly  discussed? 
In  what  district  was  there  a  candidate  who  was 
called  upon  to  express  his  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject? The  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells,] 
admits  that  it  did  not  enter  into  the  canvass 
during  his  election,  and  I  may  say  the  same  of 
my  district.  I  say  that  the  people  do  not  ask 
any  such  thing  at  our  hands.  We  have  had 
petitions  here  from  the  people  upon  various  sub- 
jects, but  we  have  had  no  petitions  from  the 
people  upon  this  subject,  except  the  petition  of 
a  meeting  of  the  colored  citizens  of  Muscatine, 
showing  that  there  is  no  movement  of  the  people 
upon  tbis  subject,  and  that  there  is  no  desire 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  that  ne- 
groes shall  have  the  right  to  vote. 

Our  census  returns  show  that  there  are  about 
1!70  colored  persons  in  the  IState,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  they  themselves  are  particularly  anxi- 
ous upon  this  subject.  It  is  true,  that  at  this 
Muscatine  meeting,  where  there  was  a  very  few 
present,  this  subject  was  discussed,  but  the 
great  body  of  negroes  in  this  State  have  never 
yet  made  a  movement  upon  this  subject.  Both 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  argued  so  warmly 
in  favor  of  submitting  this  question  to  the  peo- 
ple, have  declared  that  they  had  no  particular 
partiality  for  the  negro,  and  although  they  are 
willing  that  the  people  should  vote  upon  this 
question,  they  avow  in  sackcloth  and  ashes  that 
they  do  not  like  the  association  of  the  negroes. 
It  seems  to  me  that  these  gentlemen  are  placing 
themselves  in  a  very  singular  position  here.  I 
do  not  see  the  object  of  their  speeches,  unless 
it  is  to  cajole  and  deceive  the  people. 

Is  there  any  practical  purpose  to  be  gained  by 
this  course  ?  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and 
by  both  the  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  pro- 
position, that  the  peoi>le  will  vote  it  down.  No 
man  believes  that  it  can  command  a  resjiectablo 
vote  in  the  State.  And  yet  we  are  wasting  time 
in  discussing  this  subject,  and  creating  odium 
against  ourselves,  against  the  constitution,  and 
against  the  llepublican  party,  upon  a  question 
upon  which  the  party  has  never  taken  ground, 
and  in  favor  of  which  they  are  not  committed. 
I  am  a  llepublican  so  long  as  the  Republican 
party  is  the  party  of  liberty,  so  long  as  it  op- 
poses the  cxtunsinn  of  slavery,  and  so  long  as  it 
is  willing  to  allow  the  negro,  when  he  comes 
here,  the  rights  to  hold  property  and  to  enjoy  it, 
and  the  right  to  his  liberty.      In  all  this  1  am  a 


Republican,  but  further  than  this  I  think  that 
the  Republican  party  have  not  gone,  and  further 
than  that  I  am  not  willing  to  go. 

The  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells]  very 
properly  remarked  that  the  true  reformer  never 
was  so  far  ahead  of  public  opinion  as  to  lose 
his  influence.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  re- 
mark, he  and  the  gentleman  from  Henry  are  en- 
deavoring to  persuade  us  to  do  that  which  he 
says  no  true  reformer  will  ever  do. 

I  assume  that  upon  some  of  these  questions 
the  Republican  party  are  reformers,  and  are 
seeking  to  create  a  change  in  the  public  opinion, 
and,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  to  enlighten 
public  opinion  upon  this  question.  And  yet  the 
gentleman  asks  us  to  do  that,  which  when  done 
will  turn  against  us,  I  may  say,  at  least,  one- 
half  of  the  Republican  party.  I  say  that  upon 
the  ground  of  policy  we  ought  not  to  do  any 
such  thing. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that 
the  misapprehension  under  which  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clark]  labors  should  go  un- 
noticed. He  says  that  two  gentlemen  M'ho  have 
spoken  in  favor  of  submitting  this  proposition 
to  the  people,  have  at  the  same  time  said  that 
they  would  not  themselves  vote  for  striking 
this  word  "  white"  from  the  constitution. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Johnson.  That  I  understand 
to  be  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
[Mr.  Clarke],  and  the  other  gentleman  from 
Scott  [Mr.  Ells]. 

Mr.  MARVIN,  The  gentleman  from  Scott 
[Mr.  Ells]  said  he  was  himself  in  fovor  of  strik- 
ing that  word  from  the  Constitution,  but  he 
■would  not  vote  here  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  thought  I  had 
expressed  myself  so  distinctly  that  no  gentleman 
could  misunderstand  me.  Yet  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  gets  up  here  and 
misrepresents  me.  I  said  I  was  in  favor  of  ma- 
king no  distinction  in  any  place,  in  regard  to  the 
rights  of  men  as  men.  I  did  not  say  I  would 
not  vote  for  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the 
word  "white,"  if  1  had  an  opportunity.  I  said, 
and  I  say  it  again,  that  I  shall  vote  for  that  prop- 
osition if  I  get  a  chance  to  do  so.  There  are 
many  voters  in  my  county  who  desire  me  to  use 
my  influence  to  have  that  proposition  submitted 
to  them  ;  and  Democrats  have  advised  with  mo 
to  have  it  done.  And,  sir,  I  had  supposed,  from 
what  had  been  said  to  me  upon  all  sides,  that 
there  could  not  have  been  two  opinions  in  this 
body  concerning  this  matter,  but  that  all  here 
were  willing  to  have  the  question  so  disposed 
of. 

And,  lest  I  should  be  further  misunderstood 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  will  state  more  fully 
my  ideas  and  opinions  in  the  premises.  Take 
up  your  Constitution  and  begin  with  the  bill 
of  rights,  and  what  do  you  find  there?  The 
very  lirst  section  reads  in  this  way  : 
"  All  men  arc  by  nature  free  and  independent, 
and  have  certain  unalienable  rights;  among 
which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defending  life 
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and  liberty,  acquiring,  possessing  and  protecting 
property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety  and 
happiness." 

Suppose  that  these  individuals  who  are  so 
terribly  afraid  that  "colored"  men  will  get  some 
rights,  and  obtain  some  benefits,  under  this 
Constitution,  should  propose  to  insert  before  the 
word  "men,"  iu  the  first  line  of  this  section,  the 
word  "  white  "?  Sir,  we  have  be«n  dared  to 
strike  out  the  word  "white."  Now  I  dare  gen- 
tlemen to  insert  the  word  in  the  section  I  have 
just  quoted.  And  suppose,  sir,  that  such  was 
the  proposition  ;  would  not  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  who  was  once,  I  believe, 
a  candidate  for  the  ofiice  of  elector,  for  that  fa- 
mously anti-slavery  party,  known  as  the  "third 
party  " — would  he  not  get  up  here  and  defend 
the  broad  principles  of  human  rights,  as  set 
forth  in  that  section,  and  yet  claim  that  he 
should  not  be  "niggerized"  for  so  doing  ?  r  And 
yet,  when  I  advocate  the  application  of  these 
same  principles  of  the  bill  of  rights  to  other  ar- 
tiles  of  the  Constitution,  this  consistent  gentle- 
man'can  get  up  here  and  charge  me,  with  just  as 
much  of  candor  and  fairness  with,  being  a  "nig- 
gerizer,"  and  "niggerizing"  this  Convention! 

I  say  that  I  wish  that  every  man  here  was 
"not  almost,  but  altogether  snch  as  I  am,"  upon 
this  and  similar  subjects,  except,  perhaps,  coun- 
ty bonds  !  I  go,  then,  merely  for  the  carrying 
out  of  those  principles,  throughout  the  Consti- 
tution, that  we  set  out  with  in  the  bill  of  rights. 

And,  sir,  we  find  in  the  very  next  section  of 
the  bill  of  rights  that,  "all  political  power  is  in- 
herent in  the  people.  Government  is  instituted 
for  the  protection,  security  and  benefit  of  the 
people,"  &c.  Why  do  not  gentlemen,  who  are 
so  thin-skinned  about  negroes,  get  up  here  and 
move  that  this  section  be  amended,  so  as  to  read, 
"all  political  power  is  inherent  in  white  people"? 
That  would  be  just  as  sensible  as  their  objec- 
tions to  this  resolution.  Again,  gentlemen  say 
they  are  opposed  to  having  negroes  eligible  to 
ofiice.  Sir,  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  people  to 
take  care  of  this  matter;  and  they  will  do  it. 
Did  any  gentleman  here  ever  know  of  a  negro 
being  elected  to  any  office  in  the  United  States? 
Yet  this  is  one  of  the  supremest  scare-crows  and 
hobgoblins  relied  upon  by  the  gentleman  to 
frighten  us  with  !  If  you  can  find  an  instance 
where,  against  all  the  prejudices  of  our  race, 
and  the  contempt  and  obloquy  bestowed  upon  a 
despised  caste,  a  black  man  can  be  elected,  even 
to  the  office  of  constable,  in  any  district  in  this 
country,  then  I  will  show  you  a  wonder  among 
the  nations.  The  negro  man  who  could  get 
elected  to  any  office  must  have  the  supremest 
wisdom  and  qualities  of  mind ;  he  must  needs 
be  a  very  Christ  in  ebony.  Do  the  people  need 
anything  to  prevent  such  a  casualty,  except 
their  own  prejudices  and  their  detestation  of  the 
black  race  ?  Do  we,  the  boasted  Anglo-Saxon 
race,  "independent,  free  and  sovereign,"  need 
any  restriction  in  our  Constitution  to  protect  us 
from  this  poor  persecuted  race  ?  That  is  what 
it  amounts  to. 
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No,  no,  gentlemen ;  as  I  told  you  before,  so  I 
tell  you  now,  the  time  will  come  when  these 
principles  will  triumph.  Those  who  now  laugh 
at  me,  and  mock  at  me  for  being  so  sanguine  in 
this  matter,  remind  me  of  a  scene  I  witnessed 
some  two  years  and  over  since,  in  this  very  hall. 
It  was  the  first  time  I  was  ever  here.  I  came  as 
a  delegate  from  Henry  county,  to  attend  a  Whig 
State  convention.  What  did  I  find  here  ?  A 
platform  all  cut  and  dried,  sent  on  here  right  hot 
from  the  kiln  in  Washington,  endorsing  the 
whole  of  the  compromises  of  1850,  swallowing 
the  fugitive  slave  law  and  all.  I  could  not  go 
that  figure.  I  had  always  acted  with  the  whig 
party,  had  never  been  considered  an  abolitionist, 
had  never  been  the  candidate  of  the  third  party 
for  jiny  office,  not  even  that  of  Van  Buren  elec- 
tor. I  had  not  been  a  simon-pure  abolitionist 
enough  for  that.  I  came  here  as  a  whig,  and  I 
said  to  the  assemblage :  gentlemen  this  may  all 
be  very  well  for  whigs  who  wish  to  be  nothing 
else,  but  I  tell  you,  if  you  adopt  these  resolu- 
tions, you  will  find,  before  you  get  home,  that 
the  people  will  be  thundering  iu  your  ears  their 
disapprobation  of  this  thing.  There  is  that  go- 
ing on  in  Washington,  that  will  present  a  new 
issue  to  the  people,  and  if  you  do  not  regard  it 
the  people  will  disregard  you.  The  great  ques* 
tion  is  going  to  be,  not  tariffs,  not  banks,  not 
matters  of  internal  improvements,  not  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constitution,  but  the  great 
battle  to  be  fought  is  to  be,  between  freedom 
and  slavery,  and  you  may  as  well  open  your 
eyes  to  the  fact  at  once.  Pass  these  resolu- 
tions, and  establish  your  platform  upon  such 
principles  and  issues,  and  I  tell  you  the  people 
will  knock  down  your  candidates  as  fast  as  you 
can  set  them  up.  That  was  the  position  I  took 
here.  And  what  did  gentlemen  do?  They 
sneered  at  me,  and  called  me  the  abolitionist 
from  Henry  county.  They  seemed  to  have  the 
idea  that  Henry  county  was  the  hot-bed  of  abo- 
litionism, and  that  no  man  could  come  from 
there  without  being  an  abolitionist  to  the  manor 
born. 

I  repudiated  the  compromises  of  1850  and  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  and  the  resolution  endorsing 
them,  and  drew  up  and  offered  an  anti-Nebraska 
resolution  in  its  place.  That  anti-Nebraska  res- 
olution was  adopted  and  the  other  rejected. 
And  gentlemen  got  up  and  took  their  hats  and 
went  out  of  this  chamber,  denouncing  the  con- 
vention as  a  convention  of  abolitionists,  and  my- 
self as  a  fanatic.  But,  let  me  ask,  did  not  the 
governor,  and  the  other  State  officers  we  nomi- 
nated, get  elected?  Did  we  not  at  that  time 
achieve  the  first  victory  over  that  party  that  had 
been  in  power  in  this  State  from  its  first  organi- 
zation ? 

And  I  tell  you  gentlemen,  the  principles  I  ana 
now  advocating,  will  be,  must  be,  shall  be,  vic- 
torious. They  are  right,  they  arejust,  they  are 
true.  And  the  time  will  come,  it  must  come, 
it  shall  come,  when  even  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
[Mr.  Gillaspy,]  will  be  in  favor  of  them.  I 
must  at  least  pay  this  compliment  to  your  hon- 
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esty  which  I  have  endorsed  so  many  times  in  this 
body.  Every  honest  man  must  support  these 
principles,  at  first  or  at  last.  I  tell  you,  we  live 
in  an  age  and  in  a  community  when  the  people 
think  and  act  for  themselves.  Their  hearts  are 
in  the  right  place,  and  as  soon  as  they  get  the 
idea  in  their  minds  that  a  thing  is  right  they  go 
for  it. 

While  we  are  sitting  here  in  this  convention 
talking  about  this  matter,  over  in  Illinois  the 
committees  of  her  legislature  are  making  reports 
trying  to  get  rid  of  some  of  these  same  restric- 
tions, that  have  been  thrown  around  the  people 
there  by  their  self-constituted  guardians.  It  is 
an  eye-sore,  a  cancer,  a  foreign  substance  stuck 
into  the  body  of  republican  principles,  and 
wherever  it  has  stuck  it  will  fester  and  work 
until  the  body  politic  gets  rid  of  it.  And  in  Mis- 
souri, on  the  other  side,  they  are  struggling  to 
get  rid  of  slavery,  endeavoring  to  throw  off  what 
they  see,  and  know  and  feel  is  an  evil.  I  tell 
you  the  public  mind  is  alive  and  acting  in  this 
matter,  and  it  is  nothing  but  true  republican 
democracy  that  is  working  out  its  heaven-di- 
rected mission.  You  may  talk  to  men  as  much 
as  you  please  about  the  great  wrongs  done  to 
this  persecuted  race  ;  you  may  appeal  to  their 
sympathies  as  much  as  you  please.  You  may 
thus  agitate  and  excite,  but  the  eflfect  is  but 
ephemeral. 

But  once  imbue  the  minds  of  the  masses  with 
the  true  principles  of  republican  democracy,  and 
the  work  is  done.  Why,  sir,  I  have  almost  less 
confidence  in  the  success  of  those  who  attempt 
to  spread  the  true  principles  of  Christianity, than 
I  have  in  the  final  universal  prevalence  of  the 
true  principles  of  democracy  and  Republicanism. 
As  I  said  the  other  day,  those  principles  are 
based  on  Christianity,  and  when  they  prevail,  all 
these  things,  now  called,  through  timidity  and 
prejudice,  "necessary  evils"  must,  and  will,  and 
Hhall  be  done  away.  I  can  abide  my  time,  for  I 
have  entire  confidence  in  the  result. 

And  I  will  say  here  to  those  republican  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  now  so  incredulous,  aud  have 
no  confidence  in  the  people,  you  will  yet  take 
me  by  the  hand,  as  one  of  the  gentlemen 
did  who  wont  out  from  our  convention.  He  took 
mr;  by  the  hand  and  said — "  tSir,  I  thought  you 
was  wrong,  but  I  was  wrong  myself ;  and  £  thank 
God  I  was  wrong!" 

It  is  only  a  lack  of  confidence  that  make  men 
here  take  the  position  thoy  do  upon  this  matter. 

I  repeat,  genlleriicn  have  darrd  me  to  do  cer- 
tain things,  and  I  dare  them  to  apply  their  prin- 
ciples to  this  constitmion  ;  to  carry  out  to  their 
full  e.Ttent  the  principles  they  have  professed  up- 
on  this  fioor.  To  what  extent  would  tiicy  be 
obliged  to  go  to  do  that?  They  would  have  to 
stick  in  the  word  "white,"  everywhere  there  is  a 
declaration  of  right  or  an  aflilrraance  of  principle 
in  order  to  nullify  its  universal  application.  For 
instance,  take  the  ground  asserted  here  as  a 
chief  reason  for  inserting  the  word  "white/'  in 
the  article  on  .sulfrage,  that  tiiey  do  not  want  to| 


'•encourage  negroes  to  come  into  this  State." 
Then  they  must  want  to  discourage  them  from 
coming  here.  They  must  make  a  distinction  in 
every  case  between  ttie  whites  and  the  blacks. 
If  they  carry  out  the  doctrine  fully  they  will 
not  allow  the  negro  any  of  the  rights  contained 
in  this  constitution.  Let  us  suppose  the  gentle- 
men attempt  the  necessary  amendments  to  car- 
ry out  their  principles. 

We  find  here,  "  Every  person  may  speak, 
write,  and  publish  his  sentiments  on  every  sub- 
ject, being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that 
right.  No  law  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or 
abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press." 
Oh,  say  they,  if  a  negro  comes  in  here,  he  may 
be  saucy,  and  speak  to  a  white  man  without  ta- 
king his  hat  off,  as  if  they  were  "  equals,"  and 
that  will  never  do  at  all;  we  must  save  ourselves 
from  insult  from  these  negroes,  and  thereupon 
we  will  say  that  "every  white  person  may  speak, 
write,"  &c.;  and  when  they  come  to  the  decla- 
ration that  "The  right  of  the  people  to  be  se- 
cure in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches,  shall 
not  be  violated,"  they  will  say.  Oh,  that  must 
not  be  so,  for  it  will  be  saying  to  every  negro, 
If  you  come  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  you  will  be 
protected  in  your  person  and  property,  because, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall], 
says,  "tbey  are  all  people,  all  of  them,  knaves  and 
fools,  negroes  and  Indians."  It  will  never  an- 
swer to  encourage  the  negro  to  come  in  here. 
And  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  would  get 
up  and  read  a  great  long  extract  from  some 
speech  or  report  made  by  him  years  ago,  to  show 
to  the  people  of  this  State  that  if  they  let  this 
provision  of  the  constitution  stand  as  it  is,  ne- 
groes will  come  in  here  and  breed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  bye  and  bye  they  will  be  worse  than 
the  frogs  of  Egypt,  getting  not  only  into  their 
ovens  and  their  kneading  troughs,  but  into  their 
ballot  boxes  and  the  governmental  places  of  the 
State.  Therefore,  we  must  not  say  that  "the 
right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons," 
&c.,  "shall  not  be  violated,"  but  that  the  right 
of  '■'■white  people  shall  be  secure,"  &c.  The  prop- 
erty of  the  blacks  must  be  left  open  to  pillage, 
and  their  persons  to  outrage, for  fear  that  other- 
wi^ie  they  may  be  "  encouraged"  to  come  into 
the  State. 

And  they  must  also  say  that  "the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate — exccpl  to  the 
black  man."  And  also  that  "  in  all  criminal 
prosecutions,  the  accusiMl,  if  atvhitc person,  shall 
have  a  right  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury."  And  they  must  also,  in  order  that  no 
fugitive  slave  may  be  encouraged  to  come  over 
lierc  from  Missouri,  where  they  have  such  good, 
kind,  Christian  masters,  for  fear  they  may  have 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  if  charged  with  the 
stealing  of  themselves  and  their  clothes  (which 
of  course  would  oe  the  ruin  of  the  State),  they 
must  say  that  "no  white  person  shall  be  held  to 
answer  for  a  criminal  offence,  unless  on  present- 
ment or  indictment  by  a  grand  jury."  And  they 
must  also  s.ay  that  "  no  white  person  shall,  after 
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acquittal,  be  tried  for  the  same  offence."  And 
so  we  must  go  tliroug  i  vith  every  section  of  the 
bill  of  rights,  and  through  the  whole  constitu- 
tion, and  insert  this  word  "white"  wherever  the 
word  "  people"  or  "  person"  occurs  1  As  I  said 
before,  you  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  new 
version  of  the  declaration,  made  by  the  greatest 
of  American  statesmen,  and  when  you  say 
"equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  men,"  put  in 
"  except  7i€groes." 

Now  I  ask,  would  not  every  man  of  us,  of 
whatever  party,  breathe  freer  and  easier,  and 
feel  somewhat  as  if  he  were  acting  himself  out 
more  fully  and  nobly,  resting  upon  a  basis  from 
which  no  one  could  push  him,  occupying  a  posi- 
tion that  was  impregnable,  that  he  could  depend 
upon,  and  could  trust  for  those  who  might  come 
after  him  to  the  latest  generation  of  men,  if  he 
could  only  just  go  the  whole  principle  of  political 
equality  without  any  exception  ;  '>nd  saying  here 
in  the  beginning  "all  men,  without  exception, 
are  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  unalienable 
rights."  Go  on  and  base  this  constitution  upon 
that  principle,  having  no  distinctions  anywhere 
throughout  all  its  provisions,  leaving  the  people 
to  take  care  of  themselves  in  all  these  minor 
regulations  and  particular  applications.  And  if 
they  should  see  fit,  through  prejudice  or  passion, 
or  from  any  other  motive,  to  keep  this  class  of 
men  or  that  class  of  men  from  filling  their 
ofiices,  they  could  do  so.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  should  be  satisfied  that  a  person  from 
any  class,  was  competent  and  qualified  to  dis- 
charge their  business,  and  the  duties  of  any  of 
the  offices  in  their  gift,  they  could  select  him  for 
it.  Cannot  gentlemen  trust  the  people  so  far? 
I  think  you  can  trust  them  to  the  full  extent  of 
allowing  them  at  least  to  vote  for  whomsoever 
they  will. 

I  hope  gentlemen  understand  me  now.  I  go 
for  this  principle  to  its  fullest  extent.  I  would 
incorporate  it  into  our  constitution  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  I  would  have  our  constitution  as 
clean  as  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  with- 
out the  word  "  white"  occurring  in  it  at  all.  If 
the  proposition  is  submitted  to  me,  as  one  of 
the  people,  I  will  certainly  vote  to  strike  the 
word  "white"  out  of  the  constitution  altogether. 
There  can,  therefore,  be  no  occasion  for  gentle- 
men to  misunderstand  my  position  hereafter. 
But  I  say  further,  that  having  good  reason  to 
believe  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State 
would  not  vote  for  this  constitution  with  the 
word  "  white"  stricken  out,  I  but  act  the  part 
of  wisdom,  and  at  the  same  time  am  making  no 
sacrifice  of  principle,  when  I  say  that  I  would 
not  submit  this  constitution  to  the  people  with 
that  word  stricken  out  of  it.  I  think  it  would 
be  an  act  of  madness,  an  act  of  folly  to  do  so. 

And  again  ;  the  great  reason,  and  the  reason 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  has 
not  touched  upon  at  all,  and  which  no  gentle- 
man here  has  attempted  to  gainsay,  the  great 
reason  why  we  should  submit  this  matter  to  th« 
people,  is  because  at  least  a  very  respectable 
minority  request  it  of  us.     A  large  number  of 


the  people  of  this  State  would  be  deprived,  oa 
account  of  conscientious  scruples,  from  voting 
for  this  constitution,  unless  they  are  permitted 
to  vote  upon  a  side  question  of  this  nature. 
And  I  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  gentlemen 
here  to  allow  these  people  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity and  privilege  of  thus  voting.  You  have 
heard  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Scott 
[Mr.  Ells,]  corroborating  what  I  have  said  here, 
and  you  ought  to  listen  to  him.  He  says  there 
are  a  number  of  Scotch  Covenanters  in  his  dis- 
trict, who  appealed  to  him  to  try  and  have  such 
a  constitution  made  as  they  could  vote  for.  And 
they  could  not  do  so  for  this  constitution,  unless 
they  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  upon  this 
side  question.  Gentlemen  may  smile  at  this, 
and  think  it  a  singular  inconsistency.  But  is 
any  gentleman  here  authorized  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  conscience  of  any  other  man  ? 
And  it  any  man  conscientiously  thinks  that  be 
could  not  vote  for  this  constitution  as  it  is,  but 
he  can  vote  for  it  if  he  can  only  have  a  chance 
to  vote  for  such  an  alteration  of  it  as  he  desires 
upon  a  side  issue,  shall  any  gentleman  here  say 
that  because  that  is  not  a  consistent  request,  ac- 
cording to  his  ideas,  he  will  vote  against  this 
resolution?  No  matter  whether  you  consider 
a  Quaker  consistent  or  rot;  you  respect  his 
scruples.  No  mattei-  whether  or  not  you  think 
it  foolii-h  and  childish  for  a  man  to  refuse  to  put 
his  band  upon  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  taking  an 
oath,  still  you  respect  his  conscientious  scruples. 
Why  not  then  respect  the  scruples  of  men  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  ? 

Let  not  your  own  bigotry  and  prejuice  lead 
you  to  disregard  tl  •  conscientious  scruples  of 
those  who  demand  this  side  question  as  a  con- 
dition to  their  voting  for  the  constitution. 

I  am  a  Republican,  and  attached  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  so  far  as  it  is  based  upon  princi- 
ples, and  will  carry  them  out.  But  as  a  mere 
conglomeration  of  different  elements  making  a 
"party  ;"  as  a  mere  machine  to  put  certain  in- 
dividuals in  the  judiciary,  or  any  other  office  in 
the  State,  I  am  not  attached  to  that  party,  and 
am  not  a  Republican  in  that  sense.  I  care  not 
one  fig  for  any  party  as  a  "  party,"  after  it  de- 
parts from  correct  principles,  for  that  moment 
it  departs  from  me.  I  am  for  the  Republican 
principle,  and  will  stand  by  it  while  it  stands, 
and  I  stand.  I  am  not  afraid  of  having  this 
question  go  out  to  the  people  on  account  of  any 
effectit  may  have  upon  the  "Republican  party." 
If  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  is 
correct,  when  he  says  that  this  question  will 
prove  disastrous  to  the  Republican  party,  how 
many  Pemocrats  do  you  suppose  you  would  find 
here  voting  against  this  proposition  ?  Why, 
sir,  if  they  thought  this  would  prove  a  brand  of 
discord  among  the  members  of  the  Republican 
party,  you  would  find  every  Democrat  upon  this 
floor  in  favor  of  it.  But  they  have  their  senses 
about  them,  these  Democrats.  They  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  political  advantage  against  the 
Republicans  is  to  be  gained  through  this  thing. 
They  know  it  will  go  to  the  people,  and  they 
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will  quietly  vote  upon  it,  and  no  capital  can  be 
made  out  of  it.  Sir,  if  I  thought  the  Republi- 
can party  could  be  shaken  to  pieces  by  such  a 
resolution  as  this,  so  fair  upon  its  face,  so  cor- 
rect in  Republican  principles,  I  would  say,  "  let 
it  slide,"  it  is  not  worth  the  preserving. 

But  I  have  more  confidence  in  the  solidity, 
firmness  and  perseverance  of  the  true  Republi- 
cau  party.  There  may  be  men  who  have  at- 
tached themselves  to  that  party,  who  are  not 
imbued  with  its  principles,  and  who  may  be 
shaken  ofl'  with  every  little  motion.  From  the 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  I  should 
presume  there  were.  But  they  are  the  men  who 
go  backwards  and  forwards  in  view  of  some 
emolument,  honor  or  position.  But,  sir,  the  Re- 
publican party,  founded  as  I  would  have  it, 
upon  the  eternal  principles  of  liberty  and  equal- 
ity, must  stand,  and  Avill  stand,  in  spite  of  all 
ih'jse  little  machinations,  which  have  been  at- 
tempted in  this  convention,  all  this  petty  strug- 
gling for  political  eflfect,  all  this  resorting  to 
chicanery  and  intrigue,  in  order  to  accumulate 
some  political  capital.  These  little  questions, 
these  minor  objects,  these  insignificant  finess- 
ings,  will  have  no  more  eifect  upon  that  party 
than  does  the  buzzing  of  a  fly  upon  an  elephant. 
They  cannot  aflfect  it ;  they  cannot  disturb  it. 
I  beg  Republican  gentlemen  to  borrow  no  need- 
less alarm.  I  have  more  confidence  in  it  than 
that.  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  action  that  has 
been  had  in  this  body.  Much  less  am  I  afraid 
of  sending  down  to  the  people  a  resolution  say- 
ing to  them,  those  of  you  who  wish  to  vote  for 
striking  the  word  "white"  from  the  constitution 
tun  do  so  ;  and  those  who  wish  to  retain  that 
word  can  vote  to  do  so ;  and  as  you  vote,  so 
shall  the  constitution  stand. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  but  a 
single  word  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  He  says  that  he  has 
never  been  the  candidate  of  the  third  party. 
That  is  true.  In  the  first  place  the  third  party 
in  this  State  have  been  in  the  habit  of  nominat- 
ing pretty  good  men.  In  the  second  place,  when 
I  was  nominated,  it  was  not  a  very  jiopular 
party.  And  I  think  we  can  account  for  the 
gentleman's  new  zeal  by  the  old  adage,  that 
"new  converts  are  always  the  most  zealous." 

Mr.  GOAVEIl.  This  question  was  agitated  in 
my  county  before  my  election.  Those  connect- 
ed with  the  democratic  press  asked  me  what 
course  I  should  pursue  as  regards  negro  sufiragc. 
I  told  them  that  I  should  not  vote  here  in  favor 
of  extending  the  right  of  suH'rage  to  that  cbvss 
of  our  population.  They  declared,  however, 
until  after  the  election,  that  I  woulil  do  so.  I 
was  asked  about  it  several  times.  I  always  said 
that  though  I  was  myself  willing  to  grant  them 
the  right  of  suffrage,  I  should,  out  of  policy,  vote 
ogainst  it  here. 

The  question  now  presented  to  me  is — will 
I  give  the  people  the  opportunity  to  give  the  ne- 
gro the  elective  franchise?  That  I  am  willing 
.to  d«,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  thia  resolu- 
ti*n. 


Mr.  PETERS.  I  think  it  would  be  an  act  of 
discourtesy  towards  the  gentleman  from  Scott, 
(Mr.  Ells)  if  no  one  should  proffer  him  the  thanks 
of  those  he  styles  the  opposition, — the  democrat- 
ic party — for  the  invitation  he  tendered  them  to 
give  their  opinions  upon  this  question,  and  then 
continuing  to  occupy  the  floor  himself. 

I  have  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  against  this 
resolution  to  submit  this  question  to  the  people. 
And  I  derive  them  from  the  arguments  used  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side.  The  whole 
thing  amounts  simply  to  this  ;  they  tell  us  that 
the  principle  embodied  in  the  resolution  is  right, 
that  it  is  one  of  those  eternal  truths  that  eifect 
the  interests  of  mankind,  and  that  it  is  a  trait 
of  their  party  to  do  the  right  though  the  heavens 
fall.  Now  if  this  thing  is  right,  and  is  right  in 
every  respect,  why  not  incorporate  this  principle 
into  the  constitution  ?  They  have  the  majority 
upon  this  floor,  the  numerical  strength;  why  not 
exercise  it?  But  they  tell  us  in  the  same  breath, 
that  there  is  no  probability  of  there  being  more 
than  a  small  minority  of  the  people  of  this  State 
in  favor  of  it.  Then  why  do  they  ask  to  have 
this  question  submitted  to  the  people  for  them 
to  vote  upon  it  ?  Is  it  simply  that  they  may 
know  just  how  many  abolition  votes  there  are 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  ?  I  would  propose  an  easier 
way  for  them  to  do  that.  Let  those  who  are 
appointed  to  take  the  census  of  the  State,  be  in- 
structed to  add  another  clause  in  their  lists,  and 
ask  every  man  his  political  sentiments  upon  this 
question. 

I  see  no  necessity  of  putting  the  people  of  this 
State  to  the  trouble  of  printing  or  writing  the 
amount  of  tickets  necessary  for  the  settlement 
of  this  question,  when  the  most  earnest  advo- 
cate of  the  proposition  here  says  that  there  is 
no  possibility  of  its  being  adopted.  And  for 
this  and  other  reasons,  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  Before  this  question  is  fi- 
nally disposed  of,  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks. I  know  this  is  a  fruitful  topic  of  debate, 
especially  in  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  I 
shall  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee,  to  take  that  latitude 
which  the  committee  of  the  whole  aifords  upon 
this  subject.  The  gentleman  from  Henry,  (Mr. 
Clarke)  in  his  remarks  upon  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  committee,  referred  to  a  proposition 
that  he  introduced  some  days  since,  to  allow  ne- 
groes the  right  to  testify  in  our  courts  of 
justice.  I  submitted,  at  the  time,  some  remarks 
upon  that  proi)osition.  I  regarded  it  as  inexpe- 
dient to  incorporate  that  provision  in  the  consti- 
tution, for  the  simjile  reason  that  the  logislatui'O 
has  already  removed  the  restriction  that  former- 
ly existed,  and  it  was  useless  and  unnecessary 
to  clog  the  constitution  with  any  sido  issues  of 
the  kind. 

But  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  it  was  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  secure  these  rights,  to  place 
such  a  provision  in  the  constitution,  I  would 
vote  for  it.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  long  since 
that  I  would  be  willing  for  the  black  man  to 
submit  his  testimony  to  a  jury  of  this  state,  es- 
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pecially  when  it  was  to  be  taken  only  so  far  as 
it  was  supported  by  its  creditability.  I  bad 
heard  of  a  case  in  one  ofjhe  slave  states,  where 
a  man  had  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary  for  twenty  years,  upon  the  testi- 
nionj'  of  a  horse.* 

Now,  I  would  ask,  why  should  not  a  man, 
with  the  image  of  his  maker  stamped  upon  him, 
and  with  a  soul  to  answer  to  the  court  above, 
be  allowed  to  give  testimony  as  well  as  a  horse  ? 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  an  opportunity  here 
of  speaking  upon  this  slavery  question.  Born 
in  a  slave  state,  and  educated  with  all  the  pre- 
judices of  a  slaveholder,  I  have  been  contending 
for  twenty  years  with  the  institution  of  slavery. 
It  was  slavery  that  drove  me  from  my  native 
state.  Then  can  it  be  expected  that  I  should 
stand  up  here  and  become  its  defender?  I  left 
the  state  that  gave  me  birth,  though  her  climate, 
her  soil,  her  productions,  her  scenery  are  still 
dearer  to  my  memory  than  any  land  in  which  I 
have  since  wandered.  It  was  slavery  that  drove 
me  away  from  her. 

If  there  is  any  question  to  which  I  have  given 
a  careful  and  candid  consideration  for  the  last 
twenty  years  of  my  life,  it  is  this  complex  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  I  know  that  it  is  a  vast  and 
complicated  subject.  There  is  connected  with 
the  institution,  as  it  exists  in  this  our  land  of 
freedom,  there  is  connected  with  the  relation 
subsisting  between  master  and  slave,  a  problem 
that  time  alone  can  solve.  There  are  many 
questions  of  detail  connected  with  this  subject 
that  will  be  and  must  be  presented  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  in  the  different  states,  and  upon  the 
different  occasions  when  they  are  called  upon 
to  act  upon  this  great  and  momentous  question  ; 
and  as  regards  those  details,  there  will  ever  be 
differences  between  individuals,  and  while  they 
may  be  called  anti-slavery  men,  these  differences 
will  exist,  though  there  will  be  a  common  bond 
uniting  them  all  in  opposition  to  slavery,  though 
they  may  seek  their  object  in  different  directions 
and  by  different  means. 


*  The  case  aboTe  alluded  to  was  reported  in  the  Mem- 
phis (Tennessee)  papers,  a  few  years  since.  It  was  upon 
the  trial  of  a  man  arraigned  on  an  indictment  for  murder. 
The  murdered  man  was  found  on  or  near  the  line  of  two 
counties  or  districts.  During  the  trial  the  prosecution 
failed  to  clearly  establish  the  venue  in  the  case,  though 
but  few  doubted  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner.  The  counsel 
in  behalf  of  the  State  then  offered  in  evidence  an  incident 
of  the  horse  of  the  murdered  man.  The  brother  of  the 
murdered  man  while  on  his  way  to  the  trial,  riding  his 
brother's  horse,  in  company  with  some  others,  when  he 
had  approached  near  where  the  murdered  man  was 
lound,  noticed  that  the  horse  became  very  much  agi- 
tated. The  rider  gave  him  the  reins,  and  he  started  off 
suddenly  into  the  woods  for  a  short  distance, until  he  reach- 
ed a  tree  near  a  ravine,  not  far  from  where  the  body  of 
the  murdered  man  was  found,  mutilated  by  the  hogs. 
Here  the  horse  commenced  pawing,  and  gave  evidence 
of  the  memory  of  a  struggle.  The  horse  had  been  found, 
saddled  and  bridled,  on  the  day  of  the  murder,  very 
much  frightened.  The  court  permitted  the  account  of 
tho  conduct  of  the  horse  to  be  submitted  to  th»  jury, 
leaving  them  to  give  full  credit  to  the  natural  instincts 
of  the  animal.  This  incident  clearly  established  the 
venue  in  the  minds  of  the  jury,  and  thej'  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty,  and  the  accused  is  now  paying  tho 
penalty  of  his  crime  in  the  penitenriary  at  Nashville, 


I  am  an  enemy  to  slavery,  because  I  believe  it 
to  be  inconsistent  and  incompatible  with  the  ge- 
nius and  spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  a  crime  against  nature  and  against 
heaven,  and  that  its  existence  in  this  country 
constitutes  a  foul  blot  upon  its  escutcheon.  I 
do  hope  and  pray,  as  it  was  the  earnest  hope 
and  wish  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and  all  tho 
other  illustrious  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  that 
the  day  may  come  when  those  who  possess  th« 
right  and  ability  to  deal  with  the  subject,  will 
act  with  manliness  and  do  something  for  that 
unfortunate  race  of  beings.  It  hangs  over  the 
country  like  a  black  cloud  ;  where  it  exists  it  is 
a  foul  cancer  upon  the  body  j)olitic,  eating  out 
its  very  vitals. 

And  yet  we  find  men  here,  breathing  the  free 
air,  and  treading  the  broad  prairies  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  who  are  the  apologists  of  this  greatest 
of  all  curses — human  slavery.  If  men  cannot 
agree  as  to  the  details  of  what  is  to  be  done  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  this  great  curse  from  our 
land,  there  is  one  point  that  all  free  men  could 
agree  upon  ;  and  that  is,  that  they  would,  upon  no 
occasion,  public  or  private,  give  their  voice  and  in- 
fluence to  acknowledge  and  uphold  that  cursed  in- 
stitution. Slavery  withers  and  blights  all  that  it 
touches,  and  acts  like  a  mildew  upon  the  land 
wherever  it  exists.  Compare  my  own  native 
State,  Kentucky,  with  her  neighbors,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  her  sister  States.  While  the  one  has 
grown  and  increased  in  wealth  and  population 
to  three-fold  that  of  Kentucky,  though  thirty 
years  her  junior,  slavery  has  proved  a  curse  to 
Kentucky,  and  a  barrier  to  improvement. 

I  am  referring  to  this  subject  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  I  would  ask  if  it  is  right  that 
this  free  government  of  ours  should  be  shaken 
from  centre  to  circumference  for  years,  just  oa 
account  of  this  institution  of  slavery?  Is  it 
right  that  three  and  a  half  millions  of  human 
beings  should  be  held  in  bondage  by  three  hun- 
dred Jand  seventy-five  thousand  persons,  in  a 
country  containing  twenty-five  millions  of  free- 
men, in  order  to  gratify  the  small  slave  oligarchy 
of.  the  South  ?  I  say,  no.  If  this  government 
is  ever  destroyed,  and  the  liberty  of  its  people 
blotted  out,  it  will  be  in  consequence  of  this 
institution  of  slavery;  because  it  is  wrong  in 
principle,  and  inconsistent  with  the  priuciplea 
of  civil  liberty   of  which  we  boast  so  much. 

It  was  the  immortal  Jefferson  who,  when  spo- 
ken to  upon  this  subject  of  American  slavery, 
and  contrasting  the  great  struggle  we  had  made 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  off  the  British  yoke 
of  oppression,  and  remembering  that  it  was  God 
who  directed  our  forces,  asked  if  it  could  be 
expected  that  he  would  continue  his  mercies 
and  kind  care  over  us  while  we  should  continue 
to  hold  in  slavery  another  portion  of  the  human 
family.  "No,"  said  Jefferson,  "I  tremble  for  the 
fate  of  my  country  when  I  think  that  God  is 
just,  and  his  justice  will  not  sleep  forever. 

There  is  no  subject  that  can  be  presented  to 
the  American  mind  fraught  with  as  deep  an  in- 
terest  as  this  question  of  slavery.     And  it  haS 
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puzzled,  and  will  continue  to  puzzle,  the  wisest 
minds  to  tell  what  we  are  to  do  with  it.  I  re- 
gard the  constitutional  rights  of  the  slaveholder 
as  much  as  will  any  other  man  in  the  country. 
I  would  be  the  last  to  take  his  rights  from  him. 
I  would  even  wield  my  arms  in  his  defense 
against  any  fanatic,  or  any  man,  who  would,  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
country,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  master 
of  the  slave,  as  they  now  exist  in  States,  under 
the  right  of  State  sovereignty. 

We  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  it.  But 
we  can  raise  our  voice  against  it  on  every  occa- 
sion. We  can  refuse,  here  in  the  free  State 
of  Iowa,  to  bolster  it  up  by  becoming  its  apolo- 
gists. And  so  far  as  we  have  the  power,  and 
the  constitutional  and  legal  right,  so  far  should 
we  go  against  it.  And  when  the  south  attempts 
to  force  this  obnoxious  institution  upon  free  and 
northern  soil,  we,  who  are  patriots  and  whD  love 
liberty  and  ground  consecrated  to  lioerty,  can 
say  to  this  slave  oligarchy  as  the  Maker  of  the 
universe  said  to  the  waves — thus  far  shalt  thou 
go  and  no  farther.  We  should  meet  it,  pen  it 
in,  circumscribe  this  evil,  which  was  regarded 
by  the  fathers  of  the  revolution,  and  all  the  great 
men  of  the  time,  as  a  great  moral  and  political 
evil.  The  true  policy  is  to  hem  it  in,  and  it  will 
work  its  own  cure. 

Why  should  I  be  an  advocate  of  slavery  ?  I, 
ivho  have  heard  the  sound  of  woe  and  anguish 
coming  up  from  the  house  of  bondage.  I,  who 
have  seen  men  and  women,  with  the  image  of 
God  imprinted  upon  them,  taken  to  the  block  of 
the  auctioneer  without  their  consent,  and  sold 
like  cattle  in  the  shambles  to  thehighesi  bidder, 
to  pay  the  debts  of  their  debauched  masters. 
Parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  hus- 
bands and  wives  separated  forever,  and  all  the 
affections  and  feelings  that  can  fill  a  white  man's 
breast  outraged  and  violated. 

You  know,  Mr.  Cliaiimau,  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  that 
in  the  State  where  you  and  I  were  raised,  those 
who  had  property  in  men,  women  and  children, 
had  regard  to  the  circumstances  that  surround- 
ed them,  and  dealt  kindly  by  them.  There  are 
humane  and  benevolent  persons  who  arc  slave- 
holders ;  they  treat  their  slaves  kindly,  clothe 
them  well,  and  do  all  that  can  be  conducive  to 
their  wealth  and  comfort.  There  is  even  a  de- 
gree of  affection  cxistiiigbclween  the  families  of 
the  master  and  the  slave,  in  a  majority  of  in- 
stances, that  is  worthy  of  imitation  among  us. 
1  am  free  to  confess  all  that.  But  if  a  great 
wrong  is  committeil  by  one  out  of  ten,  or  even 
one  out  of  a  hundred,  then  that  jiroves  the  wiiole 
By  stem  wrong. 

As  I  have  said  before,  slavery  is  a  foul  politi- 
cal curse  upon  the  institutions  of  our  country; 
it  is  a  curse  upon  the  soil  of  the  country  , 
and  worse  than  that,  it  is  a  curse  upoiithe  \wvr, 
free,  lal)oriiig  white  man.  I  have  known  many 
cases  of  honest,  hard-working,  plodding  white 
men,  who  have  come  to  my  native  city  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  sup[)ort  for  themselves  and 
families,  and  they  have  been   driven    away,  in 


consequence  of  the  degradation  attached  to  la- 
bor as  the  result  of  this  system  of  slavery.  That 
is  the  reason  that  Virginia  is  becoming  depopu- 
lated, until  she  has  now  become  merely  th« 
slave-breeding  State  of  this  Union. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage or  not  to  the  negro  to  confer  upon  him  the 
right  of  suffrage.  I  have  hoped,  and  I  hope  yet 
the  day  will  come  when  the  fetters  shall  be 
stricken  from  all  this  unfortunate  race.  Aye, 
and  the  day  will  come,  as  sure  as  there  is  a  just 
God  in  Heaven. 

"  Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again  ; 

The  eternal  years  of  God -are  hers  ; 
But  Error,  wounded,  writhes  with  pain, 

And  dies  among  his  worshippers." 

And  the  unfortunate  colored  man,  who  was 
stolen  from  his  native  land,  and  is  now  suffi.-ring 
under  the  yoke  of  oppression  and  bondage,  will 
some  day  receive  justice,  and  when  that  justice 
is  meted  out  to  him,  Hea\en  grant  that  this  na- 
tion does  not  suffer. 

And  when  this  question  has  been  discussed 
here,  time  and  time  again,  in  the  different 
phases  in  which  it  has  been  presented,  there 
have  been  those  here  who  have  shown  a  dispo- 
sition to  meet  it  by  sneers  and  insinuations, 
and  they  ask  if  we  desire  to  elevate  the  negro 
above  the  white  man.  No,  sir;  we  desire  no 
such  thing,  and  if  we  desired  to  do  so  we  could 
not.  There  are  castes  in  this  community,  as 
there  are  in  all  communities,  and  they  will  al- 
ways exist.  These  things  must  and  will  work 
out  their  own  solution. 

And  as  to  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
amalgamation,  let  me  tell  you  there  is  not  one- 
half  the  amalgamation  in  the  free  states  that 
there  is  in  the  slave  states,  and  you  all  know  it. 
Go  into  the  southern  states  and  you  will  find  in 
their  rich  mansions  and  palaces  these  mixed 
races,  about  whom  gentlemen  here  seem  so  fear- 
ful, and  in  reference  to  whom  they  turn  up  their 
noses  in  scorn ;  they  are  there  kept  as  the  body 
servants,  the  confidential  servants  of  the  delicate 
and  refined  ladies  and  men  of  the  south.  1  have 
played  with  them  ;  I  worked  with  them  until  I 
was  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age.  It  was 
the  custom  where  1  was  born  and  reared.  No, 
sir;  as  to  amalgamation,  I  tell  you  if  you  will 
take  the  same  proportion  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion in  the  free  states  and  slave  states,  you  will 
find  ten  to  one  mulattoes  in  the  souUi.  And  the 
number  will  increase,  and  the  proportion  of  the 
white  blood  in  the  veins  of  those  mixed  races 
will  continue  to  increase  until  they  become  as 
white  as  you  or  I. 

And  yet  gentlemen  here  raise  up  their  preten- 
tious noses,  and  cry  out  about  ovir  desiring  to 
place  the  negro  on  an  equality  with,  or  above 
the  white  man.  Let  me  tell  those  gentlemen 
that  some  men  in  this  convention  voted  for  a 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States — Col.  Dick 
Johnson — who  had  a  negro  woman  for  his  wife, 
a  negro  woman  as  black   as  the   ace  of  spades. 
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There  was  no  disgrace  in  that,  then ;  oh  no  ;  it 
was  all  right  and  proper.  But  if  a  negro  man 
comes  in  this  temple  of  justice  and  liberty,  you 
will  directly  hear  these  men  cry  out — there  goes 
a  brother  of  the  gentleman  from  Hjenry. 
[Laughter.] 

But  let  us  treat  this  subject  seriously,  for  it  is 
fraught  with  considerations  which  deserve  our 
most  serious  attention.  And  let  me  tell  those 
gentlemen  who  seek  to  drive  us  off  by  their 
sneers,  that  they  will  never  drive  me  from  the 
path  of  duty,  while  God  enlightens  my  con- 
science, and  I  know  what  is  my  duty  to  my  fel- 
low-creatures. And  whenever  the  people  who 
possess  the  power,  shall  discover  some  way  to 
get  rid  of  this  great  curse,  and  shall  call  upon 
me,  as  an  humble  individual,  to  assist  them,  I 
t-hall  be  ready  to  give  them  my  influence,  my 
purse,  and  all  in  my  power  to  aid  in  removing 
this  stain  from  the  fame  and  character  of  my 
country.  I  care  not,  if  the  proposition  is  to  de- 
vote every  acre  of  the  public  land  in  the  United 
States  to  pay  for  these  slaves — who  are  now 
ground  in  the  dust  by  the  iron  heel  of  their  ty- 
rannical masters — and  remove  them  to  the  land 
of  their  fathers  ;  I,  for  one,  will  be  willing  to 
vote  for  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  it  would  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  negro,  that  he  should 
be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage.  There  is  a 
prejudice  in  the  community  against  that  unfor- 
tunate race,  from  the  fact  that  their  brethren 
have  been  held  in  bondage,  and  scourged,  and 
driven  by  the  lash. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  this  committee  to 
another  point  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

A  few  years  since  we  annexed  to  this  country 
a  large  extent  of  territory  acquired  from  Mexico. 
By  the  laws  of  Mexico,  every  citizen  there  had 
the  right  of  suffrage ;  it  was  a  right  that  be- 
longed to  every  one  who  was  a  citizen  under  the 
laws  of  Mexico.  And  no  one  will  deny  but 
what  the  treaty  of  annexation  continued  the  laws 
then  prevailing  in  Mexico,  in  full  force  over  this 
acquired  territory.  Now  there  were,  and  are 
yet,  a  large  population  of  mixed  races  residing 
in  that  territory — half-breeds  of  African  aq.d 
Spanisu  blood,&c.,and  under  the  republic  of  Mex- 
ico they  enjoyed  the  same  privileges  which  the 
pure  Castilian  stock  enjoyed.  And  under  those 
Mexican  laws  which  were  in  force  after  the  an- 
nexation, the  coal  black  negro  had  as  much  right 
to  represent  the  people  of  those  territories  in 
Congress  and  in  the  various  branches  of  the  ter- 
ritorial legislature,  as  the  purest  Castilian  stock. 

But  gentlemen  say  that  is  a  different  question. 
I  say  it  is  not,  but  that  the  same  principle  is  in- 
volved in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  It  is  true 
that  different  circumstances  will  produce  differ- 
ent results.  The  result  in  that  case  was  brought 
about  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  which  said  that 
the  laws  of  the  old  State  should  not  be  changed, 
and  thus  they  were  left  on  an  equality,  all  en- 
joying the  same  privileges.  Here,  you  and  I 
have  been  raised  differently,  and  educated  with 


all  the  prejudices  resulting  from  the  degraded 
condition  of  that  race.  And  we  say  they  shall 
not  enjoy  rights  with  us  here,  except  just  so  far 
and  no  farther.  Now  that  may  be  all  right;  I 
will  not  attempt  to  controvert  that  point. 

But  I  say  that  all  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
slavery  are  fallacious,  and  will  fall  to  the 
ground.  I  say  the  institution,  from  its  incep- 
tion to  the  present  stage  of  its  existence,  all 
through  its  progress,  is  wrong,  before  God  and 
high  Heaven,  and  opposed  to  all  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  American  form  of  government 
and  our  theory  of  freedom. 

I  have  spoken  here  of  apologists  of  slavery. 
Gentlemen  say,  who  are  those  who  stand  up 
here  and  defend  slavery  ?  Is  there  any  one  here 
who  advocates  slavery  ?  I  tell  gentlemen,  that 
if  they  do  not  advocate  slavery  with  their  lips, 
in  so  many  and  direct  terms,  they  exert  an  influ- 
ence and  power  in  regard  to  it  that  is  the  very 
backbone  of  the  institution  in  the  South.  What! 
is  the  democratic  party  in  favor  of  slavery?  Let 
me  tell  them  that  during  the  last  Presidential 
canvas,there  were  scattered  broadcast  throughout 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  this  S  tate  speech- 
es delivered  by  Stephens,  Toombs  and  others, 
of  the  Southern  wing  of  the  democratic  party. 
In  my  own  town  more  than  one  hundred  of  these 
speeches  came  there  in  one  package.  Who  re- 
ceived and  circulated  those  speeches  of  Stephens, 
and  of  Toombs,  the  Ajax  in  Congress  of  the 
Southern  ^nd  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  democra- 
cy ?  The  Northern  democracy  received  and  cir- 
culated them.  What  did  those  speeches  con- 
tain ?  -  They  contained  the  declaration  that 
slavery  was  a  divine  institution,  that  it  came 
from  God,  that  it  was  right  for  one  portion  of 
the  human  race  to  hold  another  portion  in  bon- 
dage;  that  slavery  was  a  beneficent  institution, 
that  it  was  a  great  blessing  and  should  be  ex- 
tended all  over  the  land,  so  that  wherever  the 
flag  of  our  country  should  wave,  there  the  white 
man  should  be  protected  in  his  property  in  his 
fellow-man. 

And  there  were  democrats  in  my  section  of 
the  State  who  took  the  ground  that  slavery  was 
right;  that  it  was  a  great  moral  and  political 
blessing.and  that  it  ought  to  be  extended  through 
the  Union.  I  must  at  least  give  them  credit  for 
their  candor,  however  I  differ  with  them  in  their 
sentiments  aud  principles. 

Now  let  us  examine  this  subject  farther.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  New  York  Day 
Book,  a  paper  that  was  gotten  up  by  the  demo- 
cratic party  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
New  York  Tribune.  The  democratic  party  have 
been  trying  to  extend  the  circulation  of  this  pa- 
per all  through  the  free  States — as  it  has  now  a 
circulation  in  the  Southern  States.  And  in  al- 
most every  town  and  village  you  will  find  some 
Democrat  who  takes  this  Day  Book,  regarding  it 
as  the  organ  of  his  party  in  the  North. 

The  great  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  land 
of  palms  and  oranges,  the  home  of  all  that  is 
chivalric  and  brave,  the  State  where  no  man  can 
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vote  unless  he  possesses  a  property  qualification 
of  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars — tliat 
State  has  taken  the  democratic  party  under  its 
wing.  And  its  recent  Governor — Mr.  Adams — 
in  his  message  to  the  last  general  Assembly  of 
that  State,  came  out  with  the  bold  and  startling 
avowal  of  the  expediency  of  re-opening  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade. 

Now  let  me  go  back  a  little  to  vindicate  the 
truth  of  history.  I  here  assert — and  I  defy  any, 
and  every  Democrat  upon  this  floor  to  contra- 
dict successfully  my  position — that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  of  every  free  State  in  this  Union — 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Iowa,  and  that 
only  because  she  was  in  her  swaddling  clothes, 
and  could  not  do  so — had  endorsed,  up  to  two 
years  ago,  either  by  legislative  action,  or 
through  party  conventions,  the  broad  principle 
that  slavery  was  a  great  moral  and  political 
evil,  and  ought  not  to  be  extended;  that  Con- 
gress had  the  power,  and  ought  to  restrict  its 
extension  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.  Xow,  however,  they  have  changed  their 
position,  the  old  Democratic  doctrine  being  as 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  southern  pro-slavery 
Democratic  doctrine  of  the  present  day,  as  are 
the  poles.  Yet  gentlemen  get  up  here,  and  seek 
by  adcaptandum  arguments  to  mislead  the  people, 
and  make  them  see  this  matter  in  the  light  they 
wish  to  have  it  appear. 

If  any  man  had  said  five  or  ten  years  ago  that 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  ex- 
pounded by  Silas  Wright,  would  have  been  for- 
saken, that  the  Democratic  party  would  have 
departed  from  the  faith,  and  sold  themselves, 
bodies  and  souls,  to  the  oligarchy  of  the  south, 
the  charge  would  have  been  met  with  contumely 
and  scorn,  and  it  would  have  been  indignantly 
hurled  back  into  the  face  of  the  slanderer.  But 
Ruch  is  the  case.  And  the  Democratic  party 
having  triumphed,  it  is  proposed  now  to  re- 
new a  traffic,  which  has  been  declared  piracy 
since  1808.  Aye,  in  the  age  of  civilization  and 
Christianity,  as  it  now  exists,  we  find  a  Dem- 
ocratic Governor^  of  a  Democratic  State,  advo- 
cating the  revision  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 
In  regard  to  this  matter,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  offered  by  Mr.  Etheridge,  of  Tennes- 
Bce,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Washing- 
ton, a  few  weeks  ago  : 

*^  Resolved,  That  this  House  regard  all  sug- 
gestions or  propositions  of  every  kind,  by  whom- 
soever made,  for  a  revival  of  the  slave  trade,  as 
shocking  to  the  moral  sentiments  of  the  en- 
lightened portion  of  mankind,  or  any  acton  the 
part  of  Congress  legalizing  or  conniving  at  the 
legalizing  of  that  horrid  and  inhuman  traffic, 
would  justly  subject  the  United  States  to  the 
reproach  and  execration  of  all  civilized  and 
christian  people  throughout  the  world." 

Against  that  resolution  fifty-nine  members 
voted,  every  one  of  them  Democrats,  cxcejit  some 
southern  Know  Nothings;  and  of  these  Dem- 
ocrats, were  three  from  the  northern  States,  Mr. 
Florence  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  HcrDcrt,  and 


Mr.  Denver  of  California.  Three  men  from  the 
free  States  are  found  at  this  day,  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  voting  against  a  resolu- 
tion, introduced  by  a  southern  man,  declaring 
that  this  barbarous  traffic  is  against  the_human- 
ity  of  the  age. 

And  what  does  the  editor  of  this  Democratic 
organ  say,  in  commenting  upon  this  resolution. 
I  would  ask  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  while  I 
read  from  the  New  York  Day  Book  of  Decem- 
ber 27th,  1856: 

"  The  above  resolution  was  offered  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  few  days  since,  by 
a  Mr.  Etheridge,  a  southern  man,  not  with  north- 
ern, but  with  British-Abolition  principles,  and 
we  publish  it  for  the  especial  benefit  of  our 
southern  friends,  and,  at  the  same  time,  solemn- 
ly ask  them  how  we  are  to  make  head  against 
this  atrocious  crusade  against  the  south,  when 
they  themselves  not  only  harbor  traitors  in 
their  midst,  but  actually  honor  them  with  seats 
in  the  national  Legislature  !  The  mover  of  this 
infamous  resolution  should  have  preceded  it  by 
a  brief  preamble,  something  like  this  : — That  as 
negroes,  except  in  color,  are  men  like  ourselves, 
with  the  same  natural  rights,  etc.,  and  the  sys- 
tem of  southern  society,  which  denies  them  these 
rights,  is  inhuman  and  villainous,  and  disgrace- 
ful to  the  age  we  live  in,  and  as  those  who  cre- 
ate it  are  as  barbarous  and  criminal  as  those 
now  supporting  and  practicing  this  cruel  and 
atrocious  system,  therefore  it  is  resolved,  etc., 
etc.  Had,  we  repeat,  the  mover  of  this  \illain- 
ous  resolution  preceded  it  by  such  a  preamble, 
he  would  have  expressed  the  full  and  complete 
idea  of  the  Abolitionists,  and  doubtless  his  own, 
for  it  is,  ia  the  nature  of  things,  utterly  impos- 
sible that  any  sane  mind  can  look  upon  the  im- 
portation of  African  negroes  as  villainous,  with- 
out attaching  the  same  idea  to  their  subjection 
to  white  men,  or  to  so-called  "slavery." 

"Now,  what  is  this^thing — this  negro  importa- 
tion, or  so-called  "slave-trade,"  which  the  moral 
and  enlightened  Mr.  Etheridge  assumes  to  be  so 
atrocious  and  inhuman?  To  comprehend  it — 
what  it  is  in  truth  and  reality,  and  not  what 
fools  and  knaves  have  represented  it,  it  is,  of 
course,  essential  to  know  the  facts  embraced  in 
it  and  their  true  relations  to  each  other.  And, 
first  of  all,  negroes,  isolated  and  left  to  them- 
selves, always  have  been  and  always  must  bo 
the  simplest,  grossest,  least  advanced  of  all  the 
forms  of  savageism.  Without  a  7Y-creation, 
without  another  brain,  without  a  reconstruction 
of  the  mental  organism,  it  is,  of  course,  just  as 
impossible  that  the  negro  can  be  anything  else, 
as  it  is  to  see  without  eyes  or  hear  without  ears, 
or  to  thrust  aside  or  to  change  any  other  law  of 
the  Almighty.  But  these  negroes,  living  an  idle, 
useless,  serai-bestial  life,  generation  after  gene- 
ration and  age  after  age,  worshiping  their  ob- 
scene gods,  and  ofl'ering  on  their  bloody  and 
smoking  altars  the  bodies  of  their  wives  and 
children,  are  placed  under  the  care  and  tutelage 
of  a  superior  race,  and  become  happy,  useful, 
moral  and  Christian  beings.     And  if  wo  contrast 
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the  preseat  condition  of  the  three  millions  in 
our  midst  with  that  of  any  other  three  millions 
in  their  native  Africa,  that  now  exist  or  ever 
have  existed,  the  contrast  presented  will  be  ac- 
knowledged, even  by  the  Abolitionists,  as  the 
greatest  known  in  the  history  of  human  kind — 
that  the  well  being  of  the  former  over  the  con- 
dition of  the  latter  is  actually  beyond  the  pow- 
er ot  language  to  fully  define  or  express. 

"Now,  can  it  be  possible,  or  is  it  in  the  nature 
of  things  possible,  that  bringing  these  negroes 
here  is  wrong?  Can  it  be  wrong  to  transform 
rude  and  brutal  savages  into  useful  and  happy 
Christians?  Or  can  it  be  right  to  carry  these 
negroes  back  to  Africa,  to  transform  Christian 
beings  into  roaming,  semi-bestial  savages  ? 
"Yes,"  the  "civilized  world"  say — "yes,"  say 
the  toadeys  and  lacqueys  of  kings  and  aristo- 
crats— "yes,"  say  the  upholders  of  European 
oppression — all  those  who  desire  to  preserve  ar- 
tificial distinctions  among  those  God  has  made 
equal — "yes,"  say  the  deluded  and  debauched 
Abolitionists,  and  "yes,"  says  moral  and  humane 
Mr.  Etheridge  !  But  this  is  only  one  side  of  the 
case,  though  it  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  con- 
vince any  sane  man  that  a  stupendous  imposture 
is  practiced  somewhere. 

"There  are  fifty  degrees  of  latitude  right  in  the 
centre   of    this   continent,    with   a   magnificent 
cluster  of  islands  nestling,  as  it  were,  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  continent,   endowed   by  a  beneficent 
Creator   with    greater   fertility  than   any  other 
Dortion;  and,  furthermore,  which  is  the  home, 
tlie  centre  of  existence,  the  locale  of  certain  pro- 
ductions absolutely  vital  to  modern  civilization, 
and  the  growth  and  production  of  which  are  ab- 
solutely  impossible   without  negro   labor.      Of 
course  we    cannot  stop  to  show  why  this  is    so, 
but  it  is  suEBcient  here  to  say  that,  in  all  human 
experience,   white  men  have  never   grown   the 
products   of  the  tropics.     Without  negro   labor 
the  modern  world  would  be,  on  this  continent  at 
least,  without   cotton,    without   sugar,    withoilt 
coffee;    and,    without    these   products,    where 
would  be  American  commerce,  American  civili- 
zation, American  power,  in  truth,    where  would 
be  the    American   Republic?     If  we   suppose  a 
moment  that  negroes  had  not  been  brought  from 
Africa,  where  would  be  the  great  states  of  the 
South,  the  magnificent  soutl.-west,  Virginia,  the 
Carolinas,  aye,  indeed,  lackadaisical  Mr.  Ether- 
idge, where  would  be  your  own  Tennessee,  that 
you  thus  insult,  had  there  not  been   negroes  to 
go  ahead  amid  the  broiling  sun  and    deadly  ma- 
laria and  prepare  the  way  for  the  differently  and 
more  delicately  organized  Caucasian  ?     Where 
would  have  been  the  JeflFersons,  the  Masons,  the 
Madisons,  the  Jacksons,  the  men  of  Democartic 
ideas,   who,    themselves    the   representatives  of 
labor,  and  united   by  the   common    interests  of 
production  with  the  toiling  millions  of  the  North, 
have  fought   their  batlle   against    British    ideas 
and  northern  federalism? 


possible  on  this  continent  without  negro  labor, 
and  these  annihilated,  stricken  out  of  being    by 
the  abolition  of  "  slavery,"  and  the  most  geni- 
al and  fertile  portion  of  this  continent  transform- 
ed into  a  desert,  given  over  to    African   barbar- 
ism, or  if  the  negroes  had  never    been    brought 
here  in  the  first  instance,  then  it  is,  or   it   would 
be,  utterly  impossible  that  this  Republic,  or  in- 
deed anything  even  resembling  it,  could  have  an 
existence.     We  have  said  without  a  re-creation, 
without  another  brain,  it  is  physically  and  mo- 
rally impossible  that  the  negro  can  be  anything 
but  a  gross  and  simple  savage.     Certainly   God 
has  not  designed  him  for  an  idle  and  useless  ex- 
istence.    Even  the  most  inferior  and  simple    be- 
ings in  the  animal  world  have  their    uses,  if  we 
did  but  know  them,  and  it  is  not  only  irrational 
but  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  negro  was  design- 
ed to  remain  an  isolated  and    useless  savago. — • 
And  it  is  equally  irrational  to  suppose  that    the 
Creator  would  have  endowed  the  tropical  world 
with  its  exuberant  fertility  only  to  remain  a  des- 
ert.    On  the  contrary,  having  adapted  the  negro 
to  the  tropics — having  ordained    that   his  labor 
alone  shall  call  forth  their  wonderful    and    exu- 
berant fertility,  and  having,  furthermore,  adapt- 
ed the  negro  to  the  control  and  guidance  of  tha 
white  man,  with  powers  of  imitation  that  almost 
supply  the  place  of  his  own   absence   of  mental 
capability,  does  it  not  follow,  indeed,    is  it   not, 
or  was  it  not  an  imperative  duty  that  the   supe- 
rior race  should  thus    apply   the   blessings   of 
Providence,  should   thus    bring   these    nigroes 
from  Africa  and  place  them  in  relation  with  thesa 
regions  and  these  productions  so  essential  to  hu- 
man welfare  and  vital  to  human  progress  ? 

"Thus,  when  honestly  looking  at  th^  facts  in- 
volved in  this  matter — the  transformation  of 
millions  of  rude,  useless,  semi-beastial  savages 
into  useful  and  happy  Christians — the  cultiva- 
tion of  vast  and  fertile  regions  otherwise,  of  ne- 
cessity, barren  deserts — the  growth  and  produc- 
tion of  staples  that  constitute  the  base  of  modern 
commerce  and  absolutely  essential  to  modern 
civilization,  and,  greatest  of  all,  the  develop- 
ment of  democratic  ideas,  springing  from  that 
peculiar  social  condition  termed  "  slavery,"  and 
the  existence  of  a  class  called  slaveholders,  th« 
Jeffersons  and  Jacksons,  the  men  unrivalled 
andunapproached  in  true  statesmanship,  who, 
bound  together  by  the  common  interests  of  pro- 
duction, have  defended  the  rights  of  labor  for 
the  toiling  millions,  and  made  a  democratic  sys- 
tem an  actual  fact — in  view  of  these  thing's, 
these  transcendant  results — these  beneficent  con- 
sequences— this  mighty  good— the  African  "slave 
trade,' and  "  American  slavery"  constitute  ths 
happiest  conjuncture  of  circumstances  that  has 
ever  occurred  in  human  affairs.  Nor  are  these 
benificent  consequences,  or  any  of  them,  the  result  of 
these  general  laws  of  Pruvidence.  which,  overruling 
the  ignorance  or  u-ickedness  of  mortals,  bring  good 
out  of  evil.     On  the  contrary,  it  is   a  demonstrable 


"But  to  return  to  the  more  salient  points :  It  I  truth  that  bringing  negroes  from  Africa  was  right 
is  absolutely  certain  that  the  great  staples,  cot-  and  the  restriction  was  wi;ong.  It  is  now  admit- 
ton  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  &c.,  are  utterly  im- )  ted  by  the  Abolitionists  that  they  have  not  pre, 
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vented  the  importation  of  a  single  African,  •while 
their  cflorts  to  do  so  have  destroyed  more  than 
a  million  of  these,  in  their  connection,  unhappy 
beings.  The  happiness  and  well  being  of  man- 
kind demanded  a  certain  amount  of  sugar,  cof- 
fee, &c..and  if  the  labor  of  fifty  thousandnegroes 
rras  necessary  to  furnish  these  products,  eighty 
thousand  were  shipped  on  the  African  coast  so 
as  to  cover  the  thirty  thousand  killed  by  the  in- 
terference of  the  '  'friends  of  humanity." 

''  Finally,  when  society  itself  was  destroyed  in 
the  "West  indies,  the  slave  trade  was,  of  course, 
broken  up  except  in  Cuba,  where  it  goes  on, 
and  will  goon  until  Spain,  forced  by  England 
and  France,  fulBlls  her  threats  and  destroys  soci- 
ety in  that  isla?id.  For  sixty  years  this  cause  and 
effect  have  been  uniform  and  universal.  When 
the  tr;  de  was  legal  the  mortality  was  eleven  per 
cent ;  now,  with  all  the  improvements  in  modern 
shipping  and  commerce,  it  is  forty  per  cent ; 
thus,  when  left  alone,  negroes  lived,  when  in- 
terfered with  they  died — the  former  was  wrong 
and  the  latter  right,  therefore  it  is  moral  and 
virtuous  to  kill  negroes.  Such  is  the  reasoning 
of  the  perverse  and  deluded  creatures  who,  like 
this  Mr.  Etheridge,  blindly  and  stupidly,  and  in- 
deed wickedly,  shut  their  eyes  to  the  facts,  and 
groveling  in  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  the  flunkies 
and  lacqueys  of  European  "  lords"  and  "ladies" 
liave  no  opinion  of  their  own,  but  take  on  trust 
those  of  our  deadly  enemies. 

"In  conclusion,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  we  do  not  advocate  the  re-opening  of  the 
so-called  "slave  trade."  The  question  it,  or 
should  be  wholly  a  question  of  expediency,  and 
while  it  has  been  of  immeasurable  benefit  to  the 
world  and  the  existing  form  of  prohibition  is 
utterly  disgraceful  to  the  American  intellect,  we 
cannot  conceive  of  any  possible  condition  or 
circumstances  that  would  warrant  or  demand 
its  renewal." 

Now  I  ask  gentlemen  where  they  associated 
such  men  as  these,  when  all  their  influence  is 
thrown  upon  that  side  of  the  scale,  how  can  they 
get  up  here  and  say  they  are  no  more  in  favor 
of  slavery  than  we  are?  I  ask  if  that  is  possible 
i  n  the  nature  of  the  case  ?  It  is  the  moral  influ- 
ence that  is  brought  to  bear  in  consequence  of 
the  support  given  by  northern  democrats,  that 
has  led  southern  slaveholders  to  take  such  firm 
ground  in  regard  to  their  peculiar  institution. 

Now  I  hold  that  men  can  cease  to  be  apolo- 
gists of  slavery,  and  ftill  suffer  it  to  exist  wliere 
it  is  shielded  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  sovereign  States  that  recognize  it ;  we  are 
not  required  to  apologize  for  it.  And  if  men 
nre  found  in  company  with  .slavery  propagand- 
ists, and  vote  to  sustain  them  in  their  arrogant 
demands,  arc  they  not  aiders  and  abettors  of  the 
system  of  slavery  ?  They  cannot  escape  that 
conclusion. 

This  question  of  slaveiy  is  an  important,  a 
momentous  question.  And,  however  much  we 
may  endeavor  to  stille  it  and  throw  it  off,  it  will 
be  found,  as  we  glide  down  the  stream  of  time, 


raising  its  horrid  front,  and  ever  muddying  the 
waters  of  politics  until  it  is  finally  disposed  of. 
Slaver}'  is  wrong,  and  all  the  principles  of  truth 
and  justice  are  upon  the  opposite  side.  And  the 
day  is  coming,  and  not  far  distant,  when  the 
American  people  must  come  out  and  take  broad 
ground  upon  this  question. 

Whether  it  is  expedient  to  give  the  unfortu- 
nate negro  who  is  in  our  midst,  all  the  privi- 
leges we  enjoy,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  some  means  will  be  devised 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate 
class  of  people.  For  myself,  I  am  willing  to 
stand  upon  the  ground  that  the  noble  Henry 
Clay  occupied — never  to  use  my  influence  for 
the  extension  of  slavery. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the   Chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  had  had  under  consideration  the 
subject  referred  to  them,  had  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  and  bad  instructed  him  to  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  In  order  to  expedite  businesp, 
as  there  are  no  doubt  a  number  of  gentlemen 
here  who  would  like  to  give  their  views  \ipou 
this  subject,  I  will  move  that  the  convention 
now  take  a  recess  until  to-night  at  7  o'clock. 

The  question  being  taken,  upon  a  division,  it 
was  agreed  to,  ayes  14,  noes  13. 

The  convention  accordingly  took  a  recess  until 
7  o'clock,  P.  M. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  T  P.  M.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  roll  being  called  the  following  absentees 
were  reported: 

Messrs.  Clai-ke  of  Henry,  Day,  Emerson,  Har- 
ris,  llollingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Price,  Tod- 
hunter  and  Winchester. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARVIN, 

Mr.  Todhuuter  was  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GILLASPY, 

Mr.  Harris  was  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON, 

Mr.  Day  was  excused. 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  that  Mr.  EMERSON  be 
excused. 
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Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  understand  that 
he  voted  for  the  night  session.  I  am  opposed  to 
excusing  him. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  shall  certainly  object  to  his 
being  excused. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  excuse  Mr.  Emerson,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YOUNG, 

Mr.  Hollingsworth  was  excused. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  suppose  Mr.  Winchester 
will  expect  me  to  ask  that  he  should  be  excused. 
He  voted  that  we  should  meet  here  to-night,  but 
is  hardly  well  enough  to  come. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  hope  he  will 
not  be  excused.  He  said  he  should  vote  for  it 
and  not  come. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  to  dispense  with  further 
proceedings  under  the  call. 

The  PRESIDENT  ruled  the  motion  out  of  or- 
der, the  object  of  the  call  not  having  been  an- 
swered. 

Messrs.  Clarke  of  Henry,  Emerson,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  Price  and  Winchester,  being  absent, 
and  not  being  excused,  were  sent  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON, 

The  convention  took  a  recess  of  ten  minutes, 
during  the  absence  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  in 
Bearch  of  the  absentees ;  after  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PALMER, 

Further  proceedings  under  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  that  the  Convention  ad- 
journ. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  WILSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to ; 
yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Johnston,  Peters,  Robinson,  Scott,  Skiff,  Solo- 
mon, Warren,  and  Young — 10. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark,  of  Alamakee,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Price,  Se.ely,  Traer,  Wilson,  and 
Winchester. 

The  convention  then  resumed  in  committee  of 
the  whole  [Mr.  Gillaspy  in  the  chair]  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  upon 
the  right  of  sutFrage. 

Mr.  HALL.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  open  my  lips  in  this  discussion  ;  and 


horse  of  the  last  canvass,  and  went  into  one  of 
the  wild  philippics  which  we  heard  so  often 
during  the  last  campaign,  I  felt  that  if  this  was 
to  be  a  "  free  fight,"  I  ought  to  be  there  ;  so  that 
habit  rather  than  anything  else  has  induced  mo 
to  ask  a  few  minutes  before  this  committee  this 
evening. 

I  stand  here  in  the  minority  of  this  conven- 
tion. 1  stand  here  as  one  representing  the  De- 
mocratic party  of  this  state.  I  see  rising  around 
me  gentlemen  who  say  they  have  acted  with 
that  party  in  times  gone  past.  Sir,  I  have 
acted  with  that  party  all  my  life,  and  in  looking 
over  its  history  I  have  seen  no  cause  to  regret 
it.  Nor  do  I  see  any  just  cause  for  casting  as- 
persions upon  it.  Gentlemen  now  acting  with 
a  party  scarce  one  year  inaugurated,  a  political 
organization  which  has  scarcely  retained  its 
name  long  enough  to  be  called  by  it,  having 
had  within  the  last  three  years,  certainly  three, 
and  I  am  told,  four  political  names,  stand  up 
here  and  attempt  to  traduce  a  party  which  had 
its  origin  with  the  government,  which  has  stood 
the  test  of  time,  which  has  been  the  originator 
of  every  great  measure  which  this  country  has 
ever  adopted — the  party  which  has  originated 
every  step  in  the  march  of  the  country  on  to 
glory.  They  attempt  to  throw  their  party  slang 
at  the  party  of  which  I  am  a  member.  They 
change  their  name  with  every  moon,  and  have 
threatened  already  upon  this  floor  to  change  it 
again  before  leaving  this  chamber,  unless  cer- 
tain measures  shall  be  adopted. 

The  party  to  which  I  belong  needs  no  vindi- 
cation before  an  intelligent  world.  It  has  stood 
too  long  ;  its  history  is  too  well  known  to  be  as- 
sailed by  a  miserable  pop-guu. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say,  not  par- 
ticularly in  reply  to  the  gentlemen,  but  they 
will  perhaps  amount  to  a  reply,  and  I  shall  take 
my  own  way  of  saying  them.  And  if  I  call  up 
a  few  scenes  that  have  passed,  they  will  at  least 
pardon  me  if  they  do  not  recognise  an  old  ac- 
quaintance. 

It  has  been  but  a  few  years  since  this  country 
was  divided  into  two  great  political  parties. 
Four  years  ago  that  was  the  condition  of  this 
country.  There  was  one  little  insignificant 
party  that  polled  about  sixteen  hundred  votes  in 
Iowa.  That  was  the  party  of  the  old  school 
Abolitionists.  They  were  then  too  insignificant 
to  command  the  respect  or  apprehension  of 
any  one. 

In  those  days  we  had  the  old  line  Whig  party 
and  the  Democratic  party ;  and  ever  since  my 
recollection  the  country  has  been  divided  be- 
tween those  two  parties.  In  those  days  we  had 
national  contests.     In  those  days  we  had  ques- 


perhaps  if  we  had  not  met   here  this  evening  1  tions  upon  which  the  South  and  the  Isorth  sev- 

should  not  have  done  so.     I  might  have  allowed  ered,  when    each  county,  each   township,  each 

to  pass  the  curious  abolition   speech  of  the  gen-  neighborhood,  throughout  the  broad  land,  North 

tie  man  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke],  and  the  second  and  South,  East  and  West,   was  divided.     And 

Declaration  of  Independence   by  the  gentleman  in  this  division  inquiry  was  not  made,  whether 

from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells],  but   when  the  gentleman  the  candidate  lived  in   this  state  or  that,  south 
from  Lucas   [Mr.  Edwards]   mounted  the  war  1  of  this  line  or  north  of  that  line. 
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The  Whig  party  of  the  North  and  the  Demo- 
eratic  party  of  the  North  looked  to  the  South 
for  their  victories.  The  Whig  party  always 
carried  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  divided  the 
conquest  with  us  in  Georgia,  always  carried 
Koniucky  and  Louisiana,  and  frequently  van- 
quished us  in  Tennessee. 

When  the  news  of  an  election  came,  from 
North  or  South,  if  it  was  a  Whig  victory,  the 
Whigs  unanimously  went  out  and  built  their 
bonfires  and  fired  their  cannon,  without  stopping 
to  inquire  whether  it  was  a  victory  of  the  North 
or  a  victory  of  the  South.  A  victory  in  Georgia 
was  as  good  as  a  victory  in  New  Hampshire.  A 
victory  in  Tennessee  was  as  good  as  a  victory  in 
Indiana.  No  inquiry  was  made,  but  all  united 
in  the  great  fundamental  principles,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  victory,  from  whatever  portion  of  the 
Union  it  came. 

This  was  the  character  of  the  parties  under 
which  I  was  educated  and  raised.  This  is  the 
character  of  the  party  to  which  I  am  now  at- 
tached. Gentlemen  who  call  themselves  Dem- 
ocrats, who  have  gone  off  into  these  miserable 
sectional  questions,  have  lost  their  Democratic 
faith.  They  are  no  longer  Democrats.  How 
etands  the  question  now?  Men  talk  about 
their  devotion  to  liberty,  who  stand  with  their 
daggers  ready  to  strike  at  the  very  vitals  of  their 
country.  Men  claiming  the  name  of  liberty, 
stand  up  here  before  this  convention,  and  de- 
nounce with  a  vehemence,  bitterness  and  wild- 
ness,  one-half  this  great  nation  ;  take  positions 
ipudering  it  impossible  that  they  should  ever 
fraternise;  appeal  to  low,  unnational,  and  most 
unnatural  apprehensions  ;  excite  passions  and 
prejudices  ;  and  bring  on  hostile  feelings  be- 
tween the  north  and  south.  These  are  the  senti- 
ments we  find  now.  Why,  sir,  if  they  had  a 
forty  horse  jiower  engine,  they  could  not  drag 
these  principles  across  that  particular  line  they 
draw  for  themselves.  They  would  die  and  rot 
ns  liipy  crossed  it.  Yet  they  cull  themselves 
Uepublicans.     So  be  it. 

The  distinction  between  this  year-and-a-half- 
old  Republican  party — it  is  not  old  enough  to 
be  weaned  yet — and  the  Democratic  party, 
;;rt)ws  out  of  the  fact  that  they  are  at  this  mo- 
ment a  mere  sectional  party.  And  let  me  point 
out  to  you  for  one  nionient  luiw  the  Democralic 
party  may  claim  their  nationality,  why  they  can 
iihdut  for  victories  south  and  north,  a.sthoy  have 
ever  done:  why  they  chu  htand  ujpun  the  i)lat- 
form  which  has  carried  them  through  nil  tiie 
dilliculties,  trials,  and  tribulation.'^  they  luive 
tncountercd  since  the  nation  had  its  birtli. 

It  is  a  truth,  which  no  man  can  ileny,  that 
there  is  a  universal  sentiment  in  the  north,  in 
«[)j)osition  to  the  institution  of  slavery.  And 
the  man  who  charges  that  we,  the  Democrats  of 
tiie  north,  pympathize  with  slavery,  or  are  friend- 
ly to  it,  utters  that  which  is  untrue.  It  is  un- 
true in  point  of  facts,  and  I  will  f)rove  it  untrue 
by  the  testimony  of  every  Democrat  in  the  State 
of  Iowa  :  and  you  will  not  find  a  man,  \inless  he 
n  aa  iaitti-iMtuti  purtisun    tipon  \i\u    other  uido, 


but  will  charge  it,  as  I  charge  it,  with  being  un- 
true. I  say  it  is  the  universal  sentiment,  the 
universal  feeling.  There  may  be  a  few  excep- 
tions ;  but  we  always  prove  a  rule  by  exceptions 
everywhere.  Then  go  to  the  south,  and  you  will 
find  there  a  feeling  of  the  opposite  character. 
Our  institutions,  our  laws,  and  our  purposes, 
as  declared  in  our  public  records,  and  our  pub- 
lic meetings,  prove  that  we  are  opposed  to  the 
institution  ;  while  at  the  south,  their  institu- 
tions, their  proceedings,  and  their  records,  show 
and  establish  the  fact  that  they  are  in  favor  of 
it.  If  this  nation  is  to  be  brought  into  conflict, 
if  this  universal  sentiment,  which  prevades  the 
north,  is  to  be  brought  into  collision  with  the 
universal  sentiment  which  exists  in  the  south,  a 
fig  for  this  Union  !  Make  that  the  single  issue; 
bring  these  two  popular  and  exciting  opinions 
into  conflict  with  each  other,  and  the  constitu- 
tion would  not  be  worth  a  rusk.  It  would  not 
last  a  single  hour.  And  the  instituiions  of  our 
fathers,  and  the  constitution  which  called  forth 
their  wisdom,  would  be  blotted  out  almost  by 
the  second  generation,  blotted  out  and  annihi- 
lated forever ;  and  this  glorious  Union,  now  the 
abode  of  liberty,  this  example  to  the  world,  this 
hope  for  the  oppressed  throughout  all  nations, 
this  beacon^light  to  the  lover  of  liberty  where 
oppression  drags  man  to  the  very  dust,  would 
be  torn  into  fragments  hostile  to  each  other, 
and  disbanded,  never  ag,:.in  to  be  gathered  to- 
gether. 

This    is    the  position    which  the   Democratic 
I  party  stand  upon.      They  say: — We  have  made 
1  a  contract  with    the  south.     That  contract  has 
been  sealed  with  the  best  blood  of   the  revolu- 
1  tion,  and  was   again  most  sole.i  nly  declared  in 
I  the  constitution  of  the  country,  that  upon  this 
j  great  question  there  shall  be  no  politics  betwixt 
1  us.     Let  it  alone.      Touch  it   not.     That  is  the 
'  language  of  Democrats,  both  north  and    south. 
!  This  question  shall  be  buried  deep  in  oblivion. 
The  institution  shall  be  local,  and  depend  upon 
the  people   acting  as  a  people  in  their   several 
capacities  wherever  they  may  be  associated  as  a 
people,    whether   in  a  State  or   Territory.     To 
that  tribunal,  the  tribunal  of  the  people  in  the 
State  or  Territory,  wherever  it  is  s-ufticient  to 
settle  the  question,  it  shall  be  left,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States,  north  and  south,  in  Congress, 
j  or  out  of  Congress,  shall  iwt  interfere  with  it, 
I  shall  not  touch  it.     The  Democracy  of  the  north, 
'  and  the  Democracy  of  the  south  unite  upon  that 
principle.       It  is  the  princij'ie  which   will  hold 
j  our  constitution   together.     It    is    the  principle 
I  which  will   prevent  this  Union  from  being  sev- 
'  t-rod  :  and    it    i«  the  only    one.     Here    we    can 
meet.     The  south  say  ; — We  want  nothing  to  do 
with  this  (juestion.     That  is  the  language  of  the 
Democracy  of  tl>e  south.     It  is  the  language  of 
the  Stevens,  the  Toombs,   and  other    Democrats 
of  the  south.      This  is  the  language  of  the  Dem- 
ocrats of  the  north.     We  will  leave  this  question 
where  it  belongs,  to  the  tribuual  and  forum  of 
the  people.     That,    sir,  is   the  Democratic  doc- 
trine.    Thus  wo  can  unite,  as  we  have  always 
))een  united.     Our  politics  pervade  every  county. 
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every  township,  every  point,  and  every  hermit- 
age throughout  the  broad  land,  because  this  lo- 
cal question,  this  question  upon  which  there  is 
a  divided  sentiment,  divided  by  a  line,  is  thrown 
out  of  the  question  with  us.  They  do  not  ask 
us  of  the  north  to  extend  slavery,  but  on  the 
contrary  say  that  they  will  not  themselves  ex- 
tend it.  We  of  the  north  say  that  we  will  not 
extend  it,  and  they  of  the  south  say — you  shall 
not  extend  it ;  and  neither  will  we.  They  are 
as  fixed  upon  that  as  any  one,  or  any  party  can 
be,  and  so  are  we. 

Hence  we  continue  our  old  relations  with  these 
people.  We  stand  as  we  did  four  years  ago.  We 
stand  as  we  did  eight  years  ago.  We  stand  as 
we  did  twelve  years  ago.  And  we  can  have  a 
victory  in  the  South  as  well  as  in  the  North,  be- 
cause it  is  a  victory  wi  bout  this  agitating  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  it.  We  can  fraternize  with 
the  people  then  as  we  have  ever  done.  This  is 
the  reason  why  we  are  called  by  these  flippant 
speakers,  the  slaveocracy  of  the  country.  It  is 
because  we  discard  this  agitating  question.  It 
is  because  we  wish  to  turn  it  over  to  the  people 
to  whom  it  belongs ;  because  we  wish  to  take 
from  the  people  of  this  State  the  power  of  gov- 
erning the  people  out  of  the  State.  This  makes 
us  odious  to  these  modern  Republicans.  And  I 
want  you  to  bear  it  in  mind  that  they  are  Re- 
publicans, for  you  will  forget  it,  sure  as  the 
world,  if  you  look  at  their  conduct. 

The  Democrats,  North  and  South,  say  to  the 
people  of  the  territories,  in  regard  to  their  local 
institutions,  you  shall  have  the  right  of  deciding 
this  question  for  yourselves.  We  divorce  our- 
selves from  that  question,  living  here  in  the 
States,  and  we  turn  it  over  to  the  people  of  the 
territories.  Modern  Republicans  say — no;  when 
you  get  into  the  territories  you  must  not  govern 
yourselves  ;  you  are  incapable  of  that ;  we  fear 
you  will  do  something  we  do  not  want  you  to  ; 
and  so  we  Republicans  will  govern  you.  That 
is  the  doctrine  of  this  newly  manufactured  par- 
ty. That  is  the  doctrine  of  gentlemen  who 
make  such  imperturbable  speeches  in  favor  of 
freedom.  How  is  it.  here  in  Iowa?  I  could 
quote  a  volume  of  the  getlemen's  speeches,  say- 
ing: you  are  endowed,  even  if  you  are  a  negro, 
with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
Let  a  man  go  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  State, 
to  the  Missouri  river,  and  he  has  all  the  endow- 
ments; he  is  perfectly  able  to  govern  himself; 
the  folds  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
shield  him,  and  the  eternal  laws  of  God,  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
speaks,  still  stand  over  him.  He  stands  there 
with  all  the  attributes  of  man ;  but  let  him 
make  one  solitary  step,  and  he  becomes  a  babe, 
and  comes  under  the  tutelage  of  modern  Repub- 
licanism. That  is  the  history  of  this  matter. 
They  are  unwilling  that  the  white  man  in  the 
territory  should  govern  himself,  and  they  seek 
to  retain  the  power  in  Congress  to  govern  the 
people  in  spite  of  themselves.  And  yet  this  is 
called  Republicanism.     Wonderful   Republican- 


ism !  Wonderful  fruits  of  liberty,  these  !  When 
it  suits  their  purposes,  they  are  in  favor  of  the 
largest  freedom  ;  and  when  it  suits  their  purpo- 
ses they  can  draw  the  chains  as  tight  and  close 
as  the  southern  task-master.  They  have  a  won- 
derfully independent  way  of  doing  business. 

Now,  sir,  I,  as  a  Democrat,  and  the  party  with 
whom  I  act,  have  been  struggling,  and  arguing, 
and  debating  for  the  last  two  years,  in  order  to 
secure  the  liberty  of  white  men  after  they  leave 
«ur  State,  to  implant  it  as  an  eternally  fixed 
principle  of  our  institutions,  to  say  that  a  man 
who  lives  here  and  passes  into  Nebraska,  upon 
the  West,  or  Minnesota  upon  the  North,  or  who 
goes  to  Oregon,  New  Mexico  or  Kansas,  is  pro- 
tected, when  there,  by  the  broad  flag  of  his 
country,  and  still  retains  those  rights  regarded 
as  inalienable  by  every  constitution  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. "^And  yet  we  are  called  the  slaveocracy  ; 
while  the  party  constantly  denying  him  these 
rights,  quarreling  to  take  them  from  him,  and 
to  reduce  him,  to  some  extent,  to  a  state  of  vas- 
salage and  slavery,  claims  to  be  the  only  party 
in  favor  of  liberty.  Now  these  are  truths. 
Here  is  the  record.  Here  is  the  history.  It 
proves  this  beyond  a  peradventure.  This  is  the 
issue  the  two  parties  are  making,  and  which  has 
been  presented  to  the  American  people  during 
the  last  year.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  they  have 
presented  false  issues,  unjust  issues.  They  have 
aroused  a  hurricane  of  fury  and  excite. i.ent, 
and  have  denounced  the  Democratic  party  as 
guilty  of  things  which  it  never  has  been  guilty 
of.  They  have  taken  the  acts  of  a  few  person  s, 
located  in  Missouri,  and  going  into  Kansas,  vio- 
lating and  trampling  upon  law,  and  have  abso- 
lutely charged  them  upon  the  Democratic  party. 
That  is  not  fair.  The  Democratic  party  are  not 
responsible,  nor  have  they  ever  been  responsible, 
for  these  acts.  They  have  never  approved  those  . 
acts.  And  because  there  is  a  violation  of  law 
unknown  to  any,  because  there  is  great  violence 
by  a  single  individual  when  no  person  was  con- 
sulted and  no  person  justified  it — that  has  all 
been  thrown  upon  the  integrity  of  the  Democrat- 
ic party.  Gentlemen  have  made  all  the  capital 
they  can  out  of  these  things.  The  time  is  past. 
History  has  satisfactorily  explained  these  mat- 
ters ;  and  the  Democratic  party  now  stand  clear 
of  these  reproaches  which  it  never  gave  occasion 
for,  and  which  no  tongue  but  that  of  slander 
could  ever  have  uttered  against  them. 

The  democratic  party  believe  in  State  rights, 
and  I  have  heard  that  word  mentioned  very  fa- 
vorably by  many  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who 
hold  opinions  diflerent  from  mine.  The  demo- 
cratic party  believe  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  They  believe  that  to  be  a  noble 
compact;  a  compact  that  will  List,  and  last  for 
all  coming  time.  They  are  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  provisions  of  that  constitution.  They 
are  entirely  satisfied  to  be  governed  by  the  prin- 
ciples which  the  constitution  has  said  shall  gov- 
ern them.  They  are  entirely  satisfied  that  when 
any  questions  arise  under  that  constitution,  or 
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an  act  of  Congress,  or  a  treaty,  or  an  act  of  an 
officer  under  the  general  government,  the  tri- 
bunals which  that  constitution  has  pointed  out 
shall  be  appealed  to  for  a  remedy.  And  when 
these  courts,  under  the  constitution,  have  deci- 
ded in  accordance  with  tliat  instrument,  we  be- 
lieve that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  stand 
by  them  as  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the 
land.  We  are  a  party  of  laws.  We  are  a  party 
of  constitutions.  We  believe  that  wherever 
there  is  a  violation  of  law  there  is  a  remedy. 
More  than  sixty  years  have  expired  since  that 
constitution  took  effect,  and  at  sea  and  upon 
land,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  it  has  been  a 
shield  of  protection.  It  has  protected  the  Amer- 
ican. It  has  protected  every  one  who  has  taken 
shelter  under  its  flag.  In  Europe,  Asia,  Africa, 
or  wherever  that  flag  has  been  rightly  appealed 
to  upon  this  vast  globe,  it  has  sheltered  and 
protected  the  person  who  has  appealed  to  it. 
We  believe  it  is  adequate  to  protect  any  wrong 
or  any  outraj^e  that  may  be  inflicted  against  us. 
It  provides  a  peaceable  remedy.  It  provides  a 
remedy  as  perfect  as  human  laws  or  human  in- 
stitutions can  provide.  Wrongs  are  redressed 
with  more  ease,  more  speed,  more  certainty,  in 
this  country  than  in  any  other  country  which 
ever  existed  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Ileme- 
dies  are  more  easily  obtained  here  than  they  are 
or  ever  have  been  under  any  other  government 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  a  machin- 
ery so  arranged  that  the  lowest,  the  most  hum- 
ble individuals  can  appeal  to  the  government, 
and  is  sure  to  obtain  a  remedy. 

Yet  you  find  that  this  constitution  has  been 
assailed.  You  lind  gentlemen  upon  tiiis  floor  who 
arc  unwilling  to  abide  by  acts  of  Congress  passed 
under  that  constitution,  and  to  leave  it  to  the 
constitutional  tribunal  to  decide  whether  these 
acts  are  constitutional  or  not.  You  find  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor  in  open  hostility  to  some 
provisions  of  that  constitution,  and  to  laws  pass- 
ed under  that  constitution.  I  allude  to  the  fu- 
gitive slave  law.  The  law  of  1B50  is  not  more 
unconstitutional  than  the  law  of  1705  was.  That 
law  was  passed  under  the  recommendation  of 
Washington.  It  passed  iu  a  Congress  composed 
of  many  of  the  very  men  who  framed  the 
constitution  ;  and  it  passed  that  Congress  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice.  Yet  after  sixty  years, 
after  it  has  been  declared  constitutional  by  the 
highest  tribunal  of  the  country,  you  find  men 
rising  up  and  appealing  to  the  people,  going  be- 
fore them  to  produce  a  revolution,  a  complete 
change  in  the  constructiou  of  the  constitution, 
and  in  its  manifest  moaning.  These  things  are 
trui'. 

Now  I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Lu- 
cas, [.Mr.  Edwards,]  is  in  this  State  against  his 
will.  T  am  sorry  to  learn  that  he  has  been  ban- 
ished from  hi.s  native  home.  lie  has  drawn  a 
picture  of  his  native  flag,  and  he  has  told  you 
the  horrors,  the  terrible  horrors,  of  the  institu- 
tions maintained  there.  Wiiy  is  this  picture 
drawn?  Is  it  to  excite  our  apprehension  ?  or  is 
is  because  wo  can  remedy  that  evil?  Why  ap- 
peal to  those  passions  of  tho   human  heart — be- 


cause sympathy  is  the  most  powerful  of  all  pas- 
sions and  all  feelings — why  appeal  to  them  un- 
less he  expects  to  derive  support  and  aid  in  an 
attempt  to  remedy  the  evils  which  he  pictures  ? 
Nay,  he  says  he  would  even  shoulder  his  musket 
and  go  there  to  resist  any  attempt  at  interfe- 
rence. Why  does  he  call  upon  us  ?  that  is  the 
question.  Is  it  because,  forsooth,  he  wants  to 
excite  these  wild  prejudices  against  his  native 
land?  Is  it  because  he  wishes  to  encourage 
upon  the  part  of  the  people  ot  tho  north,  a  ha- 
tred of  such  monsters  as  the  friends  of  his  youth 
and  his  early  home?  Is  it  because  he  wishes  to 
excite  a  hostility  against  the  south  ?  There 
must  be  some  purpose,  some  object.  He  admits 
that  the  constitution  is  a  complete  and  perfect 
barrier  against  our  interference  ;  that  we  have 
no  right  to  raise  a  voice  or  a  hand  against  the 
oppressions  and  wrongs  and  outrages  that  he 
has  pictured.  They  must  stay  there,  for  all  that 
we  can  do,  for  all  coming  time.  He  concedes  all 
this.  Then  why  this  appeal  ?  why  this  wild 
outcry,  if  they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  cur  ex- 
ertions? Sir,  it  is  to  get  up  a  hatred,  an  an- 
tipathy, a  war,  a  hostility,  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  north,  that  will  ultimately  bring 
on  collision,  that  will  ultimately  bring  on  civil 
war  and  bloodshed.  It  can  be  for  this,  and  for 
nothing  else. 

The  gentleman  entertained  us  with  a  little  ar- 
ticle from  the  Bay  Booh.  I  never  saw  a  number 
of  that  paper  in  my  life.  I  have  heard  of  tho 
paper,  but  the  nearest  I  ever  saw  it,  was  in  the 
gentleman's  reading.  How  far  it  may  be  a  lead- 
ing paper  in  New  York  I  do  not  know.  Now 
when  the  gentleman  charged  the  sentiments  of 
that  paper  upon  the  democratic  party,  was  that  a 
fair  induction  ?  Was  it  generous  for  him  to  read 
from  a  single  number  of  the  Day  Book,  and  then 
charge  the  entire  democratic  j)arty  with  enter- 
taining sentiments  of  that  kind?  Does  that 
gentleman  not  know  that  the  attempt  to  revive 
the  African  slave  trade  has  been  put  down  by 
the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  by  a  vote  al- 
most unanimous?  Does  he  not  know  that  it 
has  been  met  with  repudiation  in  Congress  it- 
self? Does  he  not  know  that  not  more  than 
half  a  dozen  members  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion which  he  read  here?  Does  he  not  know 
that  tho  opposition  to  that  is  everywhere  almost 
unanimous?  that  it  is  indeed  universal,  there 
being  hardly  enough  exceptions  to  prove  tho 
rule  by  ?  AVhy  then  charge  a  doctrine  of  that 
kind  upon  the  democratic  party?  Would  it  bo 
fair  for  me  to  charge  that  gentleman  with  enter- 
taining the  sentiments  of  tho  person  reported  to 
be  tlie  author  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  tho 
rhiladelphia  Convention,  who  says  that  he 
"  looks  ibrward  to  the  day  when  the  torch  of 
the  incendiary  and  the  avenging  brand  of  tho 
slave  shall  crimson  tho  soil  witli  blood,  and  al- 
though he  may  not  wink  at  their  calamity  nor 
laugli  when  their  fear  comctli,  yet  he  shall  re- 
gard it  as  a  just  retribution  from  Heaven?'' 

Mr.  EDWARDS.     Does  the  gentleman   allud« 
to  Mr.  Ciddings,  of  Ohio? 

Mr.  HALL.     I  do. 
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Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  state,  then,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Giddings  himself,  that  he  has 
used  no  such  language,  that  the  report  which 
the  gentleman  quotes  is  garbled  and  false.  It 
was  quoted  in  Congress  not  long  since,  and  Mr. 
Giddings  gave  it  a  flat  denial. 

Mr.  HALL.  Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Giddings  has 
uttered  sentiments  which  he  has  never  disavow- 
ed, quite  as  atrocious  as  these.  There  was  a 
leading  man  in  New  York  who  prayed  that  he 
might  live  to  see  the  streets  run  middle  deep  in 
blood,  and  said  that  he  should  look  on  with  com- 
plaisance, for  a  just  avenging  God  would  do  it. 
I  do  not  charge  that  upon  the  gentleman  or  his 
party.  Another  said  that  he  could  spit  upon 
the  grave  of  Washington,  and  denounced  him 
as  a  scoundrel.  I  do  not  charge  that  upon  the 
gentleman.  There  was  a  preacher,  but  a  few 
days  ago,  I  see  by  a  paper  before  me,  a  leading 
Ilepublican  in  Massachusetts,  who  said  : 

"  We  have  compelled  Buchanan  to  go  into  the 
Presidency  Avith  but  a  small  majority,  and  under 
a  protest  from  the  Christianity,  the  intelligence, 
and  the  decency  of  the  North." 

And  at  the  same  time  he  was  riding  about  the 
country  in  close  connection  with  another  man's 
wife.  Now,  if  it  is  fair  for  the  gentleman  to 
charge  upon  the  Democrats  the  sentiments  to 
whicli  he  refers,  it  is  equally  fair  for  me  to 
charge  Republicans  with  all  the  misdoings  and 
outrageous  sayings  which  every  one  has  noticed 
upon  the  part  of  Republicans.  I  will  be  more 
generous  than  the  gentleman  was.  I  will  not 
charge  it  upon  them.  I  could  go  on.  I  can  add 
to  the  catalogue  as  long  as  he  can.  We  have 
fools  in  our  party,  too,  men  who  act  with  us 
sometimes,  and  who  have  no  discretion;  but 
they  cannot  endow  the  Democratic  party  with 
their  errors  Tjud  their  follies,  any  more  than  we 
can  the  liberty  party  with  the  wild  indiscre- 
tions and  the  treasonable  doctrines  of  some  of 
their  leaders,  who  have  managed  to  keep  upon 
the  surface  of  the  party,  much  against  the  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  in 
their  ranks. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Lucas  [Mr.  Edwards] 
had  discussed  the  question  before  the  conven- 
tion at  all,  I  should  have  discussed  it.  He  sat 
down,  and  I  did  not  know  which  side  of  the 
question  he  was  upon.  But  I  knew  which  party 
he  belonged  to. 

'  The  question  before  us  is  simply  whether  we, 
as  a  convention,  forming  or  amending  the  con- 
fititution  of  our  state,  for  that  is  our  purpose, 
shall  submit  a  question  to  the  people  which  is 
not  an  amendment  until  they  have  acted  upon 
ic.  It  is  the  question  whether  we  shall  travel 
out  of  the  usual  course,  and  being  dissatisfied 
and  disagreed  ourselves  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
done,  shall  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  people 
for  them  to  decide  for  us.  If  this  was  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  there  was  any  diflFerence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  views  of  the  people ;  if  it  was 
a  question   which   the   people  wanted    to  liave 


submitted  to  them,  I  would  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment. My  path  of  duty  would  be  plain  and 
clear  before  me.  But  gentlemen  say  that  the 
people  do  not  want  it.  This  is  admitted  by  every 
speaker  here.  The  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr. 
Ells],  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  said  that  he  should 
himself  TOte  against  it. 

Mr.  ELLS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
correct  him  ?  I  did  not  state,  at  least,  I  did 
not  intend  to  state,  that  I  myself  would  not 
vote  for  it.-  If  it  is  a  question  made  outside  of 
the  constitution,  I  shall  vote  for  it  if  I  vote  at 
all.  I  did  not  say  that  the  people  did  not  want 
it.  I  cannot  say  that.  I  said  that  I  did  not 
believe  the  people  would  vote  for  the  constitu- 
tion if  that  word  was  in  it;  but  I  did  know  a 
very  large  and  respectable  portion  of  my  con- 
stituents who  would  vote  for  this,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  asked  outside  of  the  constitution  ;  and 
so  believing,  I  was  anxious  to  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so.     That  is  all. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  gentleman  has  admitted  now 
that  the  people  do  not  want  it — that  he  does  not 
believe  they  want  it.  He  has  admitted  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  will  vote  it  down, 
and  thus  declare  that  the  question  ought  not  to 
have  been  submitted.  The  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  made  this  same  honest 
confession.  They  dare  not  risk  this  question  in 
the  Constitution,  however  much  they  may  be 
attached  to  it.  The  time  has  not  come  yet ;  the 
abolition  yeast  has  not  worked  enough  yet  to 
justify  even  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  with  his 
sanguine  feelings  and  ardent  temperament,  in 
believing  that  the  majority  of  the  people  want 
any  such  thing.  Yet  this  is  the  Republican  par- 
ty !  They  only  want  to  make  a  beautiful  little 
cradle  to  rock  Abolitionism  in,  in  order  to  keep 
up  agitation.  If  that  is  not  their  principle,  1 
have  looked  for  it  in  vain.  Conceding,  admit- 
ting that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  hostile 
to  the  principle  presented  here,  it  is  to  be  thrust 
upon  them  against  their  wishes  by  gentlemen 
claiming  to  be  the  particular  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  is  a  beautiful  thing,  sir;  is  it  not? 
Why  should  these  individuals — these  old  iron- 
sided  Abolitionists,  who  have  produced  more 
mischief,  who  have  bound  the  chains  of  the 
slave  tighter,  who  have  injured  the  cause  that 
they  have  espoused,  and  notoriously  so,  all  their 
lives,  more  than  any  other  class  of  men — why 
should  they  claim  to  be  the  special  guardians  of 
the  objects  of  this  Convention,  and  the  cause  of 
what  I  believe  to  be  a  miserable  minority  ?  They 
propose  to  speak  the  voice  of  the  majority ;  they 
proclaim  vox  populi,  vox  Dei;  and  yet  they  will 
step  aside,  in  derogation  of  what  they  know  to 
be  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  insist  here  upon 
what  they  believe — they  have  said  it  and  cannot 
take  those  words  back — to  be  against  the  voice 
of  the  majority.  They  insist  that  this  abolition 
bantling  shall  be  thrust  before  the  people,  to  ag- 
itate, and  to  keep  up  this  continuous  sectional 
excitement,  to  stir  up  men  of  the  North  against 
their  brethren  of  the  South,  to  unloosen  the 
bonds  of  this  Union,  to  tear  down  our  institu- 
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tions.  It  appears  'to  me  that  there  must  be 
Bomething  elementary  to  their  party  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  that  they  cannot  get  along  unless  they  feed 
up  this  bantling,  and  keep  it  as  one  of  the  allies 
of  their  party.  But  when  gentlemen  are  charg- 
ed with  being  Abolitionists,  they  fly  in  my  face. 
My  friend  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,]  would  not 
like  for  me  to  say  that  he  was  an  Abolitionist; 
hut  I  think  he  is  sliding  towards  their  little 
camp  quite  rapidly.  Take  another  step  or  two 
and  the  gentlemen  will  be  a^  good  Abolitionists 
as  Gerrit  SmUh  or  Wendell  Philips.  Abolition- 
ism is  fitting  up  its  cradle  to  rock  them  to  sleep 
in,  and  will  have  them  before  9  o'clock. 
Mr.  EDWARDS.     [In  his  seat.]     I  guess  not. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  mean  this  night ;  if  I 
had  meant  to-night  I  should  have  said  that  they 
had  got  into  it  before  seven.  The  truth  is,  that 
this  little  band  of  Abolitionists,  sixteen  or 
Beveuteen  hundred  in  this  State,  are  sturdy  fel- 
lows. I  have  known  them  for  years,  and  would 
not  doubt  the  honesty  of  the  large  majority  of 
them.  In  1850  the  Abolitionists  and  Whigs 
united  would  have  carried  this  State.  The 
Whigs  bid  for  this  Abolition  TOte  ;  they  nomi- 
nated a  man  out  of  their  party,  by  the  name  of 
Alison;  and  they  adopted  resolutions  nearly  np 
to  the  mark  ;  but  that  party  stood  firm.  Final- 
ly, in  1850,  the  Whigs  made  a  jolly  rush,  and  all 
went  over  to  the  Abolitionists,  were  rocked  in 
the  same  cradle,  and  have  fought  the  same  bat- 
tle, cheek-by -jowl  with  them,  ever  since.  And 
now  if  they  cannot  reconcile  the  Abolitionists 
ti  themselves,  nor  themselves  to  the  Abolition- 
ists, why  need  we  be  surprised  if  there  should 
be  a  revolution  among  them  even  in  this  con- 
vention? The  gentleman  from  Jones  [Mr. 
Marvin,]  tells  them  that  if  they  will  not  make 
the  negro  equal,  and  adopt  the  principles  of 
b<0a  fide  Republicans,  he  is  off.  And  so  with 
the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  I  be- 
lieve. Anything  short  of  old  fashioned  Aboli- 
tionism would  make  him  secede.  Either  he,  or 
those  whom  he  left,  would  have  to  get  a  new 
name.  This  is  the  way  they  stand.  This  is  the 
doctrine.  The  bantling  which  they  have  got  up 
here,  is  thrust  into  the  faces  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people,  and  they  are  called  upon  to  vote 
against  their  wish  and  their  will.  A  proposition 
which  it  is  concedeil  will  be  voted  down,  is  to 
be  the  bait  with  which  they  are  to  back  up  these 
negro  voters.  That  is  the  whole  story — not  to 
waste  words  about  it. 

I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  man  in  this  con- 
vention who  thinks  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  will  vote  in  favor  of  this  measure.  I  do 
not  believe  tliere  is  any  one  in  the  convention 
who  would  ]iut  it  into  this  constitution.  I  be- 
lieve the  gentleman  from  lleniy  himself,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  said  that  if  he  had  the  power  to  strike 
tliis  from  the  constitution,  he  would  not  do  it. 
It  was  not  because  lie  wa.-^  not  d(> voted  to  the 
principle  ;  because  he  c:in  beat  Sanuiol  Howe  in 
his  attachment  to  the  negro  population  ;  but 
still  if  it  de])ended  upon  his  vote  ho  would  not 
strike    that    word    from  the   coustitution ;  and 


why?  Because  it  would  violate  the  public  senti- 
ment. But  he  congratulated  himself  with  the 
belief  that  the  time  was  coming  ;  nay,  he  went 
further,  and  said  it  should  come.  It  shall  be  so. 
He  said,  God  has  made  it  so,  and  it  must  be  so. 
He  assumed  the  sacredotal  shape,  and  became 
the  organ  of  Heaven,  to  say  to  the  people  what 
its  decrees  were.  Now  1  may  be  entirely  mis- 
taken, but  this  looks  to  me  a  little  like  fanat- 
icism. It  looks  to  me  as  if  men  wanted  to  ap- 
pear to  be  prophets,  when  in  fact  they  have 
never  been  acknowledged  so,  either  at  home  or 
in  a  foreign  country.  My  opinion  may  be  worth 
less  to  everybody  but  myself,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  day  is  anywhere  near,  indeed  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  ever  come,  when  the  black  pop- 
ulation and  the  white  population  of  this  country 
will  associate  together,  either  as  political  or  as 
social  equals.  In  one  thing  I  feel  the  utmost 
confidence;  and  that  is,  that  if  that  time  shall 
not  come  until  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  [Mr.  Gil- 
laspy,]  shall  be  one  of  its  champions,  we  have  a 
considerable  respite  at  any  rate. 

It  would  be  out  of  order  to  argue  the  question 
of  the  propriety  of  admitting  this  population 
upon  an  equality  with  the  white  race.  Strike 
out  the  word  '"white"  from  the  constitution!  I 
would  as  soon  strike  the  word  out  of  W'ebster's 
dictionary,  as  strike  it  out  of  the  constitution  of 
my  country. 

The  gentleman  talks  about  principle,  and 
about  following  it  wherever  it  may  lead.  Why 
then  does  the  gentleman  limit  this  right  of  suf- 
frage to  white  male  persons,  who  are  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  ?  Does  not  this  bill  of  rights 
say,  that  all  persons  are  equal  ?  Are  not  women 
persons  ?  Are  not  minors  persons  ?  And  are 
they  not  created  equal?  And  yet  minors  and 
females  are  excluded  from  the  privileges  of  other 
citizens.  Our  bill  of  rights,  if  it  does  not  in- 
clude them,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman,  is  a  libel  upon  the  principles  of  our 
government.  I  would  as  soon — indeed  I  would 
a  great  deal  sooner — trust  the  females  of  this 
country  with  the  right  of  suffrage,  than  to  trust 
the  colored  population,  Indians  and  negroes, 
with  this  right. 

The  gentleman  scouted  at  the  idea,  that  by 
opening  the  door  here,  and  making  a  constitu- 
tional equality  between  the  blacks  and  the 
whites,  opening  every  avenue  of  the  government 
to  the  negroes,  we  would  affect  our  population. 
Such  an  event  would  not  happen  immediately, 
and  would  not  be  brought  about  in  a  day.  Uut 
I  would  ask  gentlemen,  when  all  the  surround- 
ing States  form  their  institutions  so  as  to  pro- 
vent  the  black  pojiulation  from  emigrating  to 
them,  or  living  in  their  midst,  and  we  open  our 
doors  to  them,  would  we  not  have  a  great  influx 
of  that  class  of  population  among  us  ?  Would 
wc  not  have  our  State  filled  up  with  that  class, 
when  they  are  secured  greater  rights  and  priv- 
ileges here,  than  in  other  States  ? 

The  gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 
complimenteil  Virginia.  I  want  to  show  you 
how  wo  would    get  this  class  from  that  state,  to 
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•whose  noble  constitution  the  gentleman  referred. 
I  will  read  you  a  single  passage  from  the  consti- 
tution : 

"Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  common 
wealth,  of  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  who  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  state  for  two  years,  and 
of  the  county,  city  or  town,  where  he  offers  to 
vote  for  twelve  months  next  preceding  an  elec- 
tion, and  no  other  persons  shall  be  qualified  to 
vote  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and 
all  other  officers  elective  by  the  people." 

They  struck  out  the  word  "negro"  herein  the 
very  next  breath,  alter  they  have  subscribed  to 
Buch  a  glorious  sentiment  as  that,  to  which 
the  gentleman  called  our  attention. 

I  find  also,  that 

"Slaves  hereafter  emancipated  shall  forfeit 
their  freedom  by  remaining  in  the  common- 
wealth more  than  twelve  months  after  they  be- 
came actually  free,  and  shall  be  reduced  to  sla- 
very, under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law." 

Most  of  the  slave  states  have  a  similar  pro- 
vision to  this,  that  all  slaves  set  free  must  leave 
the  state  within  a  limited  tim«.  If  we  open 
our  doors,  as  the  gentlemen  propose,  our  state 
will  become  the  Liberia  for  the  refuse  colored 
population  of  all  the  southern  states.  To  say 
that  the  mingling  of  the  two  classes  would  not 
tend  to  produce  amalgamation,  would  be  to 
deny  the  laws  of  nature.  We  know  from  the 
very  best  evidence,  putting  it  beyond  the  power 
of  contradiction,  that  the  mingling  of  the  two 
races  would  produce  a  leprous,  diseased  class  of 
people,  feeble  and  short-lived,  as  compared  with 
either  of  the  pure  white  or  black  races.  Why 
do  not  the  free  negroes  go  to  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts  ?  There  is  nothing  to  invite  them 
there  ;  for  they  have  not  the  skill  to  become 
manufacturers,  and  they  cannot  go  into  work- 
shops and  perform  work  with  the  skill  of  the 
white  man.  They  are  indeed  sunk  in  deeper 
degradation  in  Massachusetts  than  they  are  in 
South  Carolina. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try one  hundred  and  fifty  of  this  class  were 
brought  into  the  state  of  Maine. 

There  are  now  a  few  of  their  descendants  left, 
and  they  are  dwindled  down  into  mere  dwarfs, 
and  the  whole  race  has  become  diminished  by 
the  rigors  of  the  northern  climate. 

New  England  is  not  adapted,  from  the  busi- 
ness in  which  it  is  engaged,  to  employ  that 
kind  of  labor;  and  the  negroes  are  not  treated 
there  with  that  degree  of  kindness  that  is  found 
in  practice  in  some  other  states.  Look  to  Cana- 
da, the  great  point  to  which  the  black  race  has 
emigrated,  and  to  which  the  abolitionists  are 
running  them  daily.  The  people  of  that  province 
are  petitioning  Parliament  to  send  these  negroes 
back,  for  they  consider  them  a  curse  to  the 
country. 

Canada,  in  my  estimation,  will  soon  cease  to 
become  a  desirable  place  of  residence  for  these 
negroes.     In  the  south   part  of  Iowa  we  have  a 
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climate  in  which  they  can  live,  but  they  com- 
prise a  class  of  population  to  which  I  do  not: 
wish  to  extend  an  invitation  to  settle  in  our 
midst. 

If  a  foreigner  comes  here,  you  can  make  him, 
under  our  laws,  give  security,  if  he  is  liable  to 
become  a  public  charge,  and  you  can  send  him 
back  to  another  state  from  whence  he  came  if 
he  was  a  resident  of  the  same.  He  must  re- 
main here  five  years,  and  take  an  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
prove  his  character  and  fidelity  to  our  institu- 
tious,  before  you  allow  hira  the  right  of  citizen- 
ship, and  before  he  is  entitled  to  that  privilege, 
which  you  are  willing  to  give  the  negro  at  once, 
and  as  soon  as  he  steps  over  the  line. 

How  gentlemen  who  have  found  the  evil  of 
foreign  emigration  so  great  as  to  make  all  for- 
eigners ineligible  to  office,  and  how  gentlemen 
who  have  taken  an  oath  to  put  down  the  nativo 
born  citizen,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  re- 
ligion in  which  he  was  nurtured,  and  in  which 
he  was  educated,  can  cling  with  tenacity  to  tbo 
eligibility  to  citizenship  of  the  negro,  and  advo- 
cate the  doctrine  of  inviting  negroes  to  become 
citizens  of  this  state,  and  to  make  them  such 
upon  six  months  residence,  is  more  than  I  can 
account  for.  But  changes  come  over  the  opin- 
ions of  people,  for  which  they  cannot  give  any 
good  reasons. 

Questions  of  this  kind  come  up  and  last  but 
for  a  day.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  mania  upon 
the  slavery  question,  which  is  now  exciting  the 
public  mind,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the 
mind  of  the  whole  country  is  taken  up  with  tho 
negro  question  to  the  exclusion  of  every  thing 
else  that  really  pertains  to  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  the  country,  is  to  smother  up  everr 
thing  else.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  singfo 
isolated  question  is,  in  the  future,  to  assume  the 
supremaey  over  the  public  mind,  that  it  has 
exerted  for  the  year  or  two  past.  I  think  that 
other  matters  will  command  the  attention  of 
the  people,  and  I  think  that  they  will  ere  long 
turn  back  to  the  issues  which  have  heretofore 
agitated  the  public  mind,  and  will  then  begin 
to  look  to  the  success  of  measures  which  will 
tend  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  great  na- 
tion._  They  will  regard  the  black  population  ia 
the  light  of  a  curse  upon  this  land,  and  whila 
they  look  upon  slavery  as  one  of  the  evils  that 
afflicts  us  as  a  nation,  they  will  look  to  some 
other  means  than  hostility  towards  the  south  to 
remove  it.  They  will  not  tolerate  those  feuds 
and  excitements  which  raise  the  hand  of  bro- 
ther against  brother,  father  against  son,  and 
that  create  a  gulf  of  discord  between  the  north 
and  the  south.  They  will  look  to  the  Farewell 
Address  of  Washington,  and  ponder  carefullr 
the  words  of  warning  which  he  uttered  with  a 
prophetic  voice,  when  he  pictured  before  us  the 
very  crisis  in  which  «ve  are  now  placed.  Ha 
warned  us  to  guard  against  internal  dissentious 
and  jealousies,  for,  if  suffered  to  arise  in  our 
midst,  they  would  prove  fatal  to  the  success:  and 
perpetuity  of  the  Union. 
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Whea  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Edwards,]  men- 
tions tbe  name  with  so  much  complacency,  he 
ought  to  recollect  that  he  said  that  a  strife  be- 
tween the  two  sections  of  the  countiy  would  be 
treason  to  human  liberty,  and  a  knell  to  the 
Union.  It  is  said  that  Jeiferson,  seeing  the 
state  of  feeling  between  the  north  and  soutli, 
died  despairing  of  a  long  continuance  of  this 
L'nion. 

Gentlemen  should  consider  seriously  these 
things.  As  American  citizens,  as  patriots  lov- 
ing the  consiitution  of  our  country,  as  men  who 
have  sworn,  since  they  entered  this  hall,  to  sup- 
port it,  we  should  not  be  found  here  exciting  a 
ieeling  that  is  sure  to  tear  asunder  our  glorious 
constitution,  and  destroy  the  institutions  which 
have  been  reared  under  it.  "We  ought  to  hesi- 
tate in  our  mad  career,  and  see  what  we  are 
d  'ng.  If  I  believed  half  the  gentleman  from 
Lu^;-.s,  [.Mr.  Edwards,]  has  told  us,  I  should  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  his  native  State  were  the 
veriest  wretches  on  earth,  unworthy  to  live  in  a 
free  country,  people  with  whom  we  could  not 
associate  without  contamination.  He  drew  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  cruelties  practiced  by  our 
Bouthern  brethern  upon  their  slaves,  but  before 
he  got  through,  he  told  us  that  these  were  ex- 
ceptions, and  that  as  a  general  thing,  the  slaves 
were  well  clad,  comfortable  and  happy.  Why 
this  continual  reference  to  isolated  cases  of  cru- 
elty and  suftering.  I  can  go  to  the  towns  of 
Iowa  and  Illinois,  or  to  any  of  the  large  cities  of 
other  States,  and  find  cases  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness  as  extreme,  and  cruelties  as  great, 
as  any  in  the  slave  States.  There  have  been 
many  instances  in  Cincinnati  of  persons  being 
frozen  to  death  during  the  inclement  season  that 
has  passed,  and  whom  the  hand  of  charity  never 
found  until  it  was  too  late  to  succor  or  render 
iiid.  You  will  find  misery  and  wretchedness 
everywhere  at  the  north,  but  then  that  alFords 
no  argument  against  our  institutions,  and  it  af- 
fords no  reason  why  we  should  denounce  the 
comraunitiea  where  those  things  exist,  or  excite 
the  feelings  of  other  communities  against  them. 

No  ;  there  is  a  better  way  than  that  to  work 
a  reform,  and  that  is,  to  approach  our  brethren 
in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  good  feeling,  and,  if 
they  are  wrong,  show  them  if  we  can  in  a  kind 
nvd  conciliatory  manner,  wherein  that  wrong 
consists.  You  cannot  force  people  into  the 
adoption  of  any  measure.  Cut  this  forcing  pol- 
icy is  that  adopted  by  a  certain  class  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  north,  when  they  declare  that  they 
will  crush  out,  in  spite  of  them,  those  institu- 
tions which  the  South  have  adopted.    ' 

Let  me  put  a  case  by  way  of  illustration.  Sup- 
po8c  the  matter  reversed,  and  that  the  South 
had  a  majority  of  federal  numbers;  and  suppose 
that  the  increase  in  this  rcs[)ect,  instead  of  oe- 
ing  with  the  North,  had  been  with  the  South, 
and  they  had  a  majority  in  both  tJie  Senate  and 
Ilonso  of  Hcprcsentaiives.  And  having  that 
majority,  they  should  say  to  the  North — there 
shall  be  no  more  free  States  formed  from  the 
territories  that  now  belong  to  the  United  States. 


What  would  gentlemen  say  ?  Here  is  a  public 
sentiment  acting  in  accordance  with  the  true 
sentiments  of  the  South,  and  saying  that  terri- 
tory adjoining  northern  and  western  States  shall 
be  made  into  slave  States.  '■Would  the  North 
say  it  was  all  right?  It  strikes  me  that  even 
the  North,  with  all  its  cold  and  phlegmatic  tem- 
perament, would  not  quietly  submit  to  such  a 
state  of  things,  but  would  resist  any  such  dicta- 
tion. I  think  when  the  South  should  undertake 
arrogantly,  by  force  of  numbers  to  act  against 
the  North,  we  would  find  that  the  North  wou:d 
resist  any  invasion  of  their  rights.  I,  for  one, 
would  resist  any  such  claim,  and  they  should 
not  by  force  or  power,  while  the  constitution 
remains  as  it  is,  do  any  such  thing.  I  should 
feel  that  the  constitution  of  my  country  was 
trampled  under  foot. 

Yet  there  are  persons  at  the  North  who  are 
doing  this  same  thing,  and  they  are  endeavoring 
to  control  the  South  in  that  same  manner.  If 
this  state  of  things  continues,  a  collision  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  country  is  inevitable. 
We  have  had  already  the  premimitary  symptoms 
developed  among  us,  and  we  had  last  summer 
almost  civil  war  entailed  upon  us,  by  bringing 
the  mere  fragments  of  this  sentiment  iuto  con- 
tact, even  in  our  remote  territory.  The 
virulence,  hostility  and  cruelty  manifested 
there  were  but  a  drop  to  tbe  great  ocean  of 
blood,  which  will  flow  in  the  event  of  a  civil 
war  between  the  two  sections  of  the  country. 
The  exilement  manifested  at  the  North  produced 
a  corresponding  excitement  at  the  South.  Bring 
on  a  collision  between  the  South  and  the  North, 
and  no  man  can  tell  where  it  will  end. 

But  in  my  opinion  those  partisans  who  have 
been  foremost  in  <  reating  feelings  of  hostility  on 
the  part  of  the  North  towards  the  South,  and 
who  have  been  filling  the  public  ear  with  false 
impressions  with  regard  to  the  people  of  the 
South,  and  who  refuse  to  let  the  people  of  the 
territories  settle  the  slavery  question  for  them- 
selves, for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  a  feeling 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  country,  will 
find  their  occupation  gone,  for  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  every  where,  all  over  the  land,  will 
rise  up  in  rebuke  against  them.  This  excitement 
cannot  last  always ;  and  this  party  that  now 
seeks  to  array  one  section  of  the  country  against 
another,  will  soon  have  to  break  up  or  assume 
another  name.  They  have  already  had  three 
within  the  last  three  years,  and  they  will  have 
still  another  before  the  end  of  another  year. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  this  subject.  I  had  supposed,  from 
the  course  that  gentleman  had  taken  in  the  out- 
set, that  this  question  would  have  been  settled 
without  debate.  But  it  seems  to  have  taken  a 
very  difTcrent  course,  and  gentlemen  have  been 
dis[)Oscd  to  prolong  the  discussion  to  an  inde- 
finite extent.  I  suppose,  however,  it  is  a  pri- 
vilege, wiien  wc  go  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
that  persons  claim,  of  of  taking  a  very  wide  range 
in  the  discussion  of  a  subject.  I  supposed  from 
the  remark.-!  of  the  gentlemen  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
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Clarke]  that  but  little  if  any  discussion  would 
have  been  heard  upon  this  question.  He 
spoke  intelligently,  and  that  he  was  advised 
upon  the  matter  Avhen  he  said  that  there  were 
not  five  men  upon  this  floor,  who  would  vote  for 
this  resolution.  If  this  were  a  fact — which  I 
begin  now  to  doubt — I  did  really  suppose  that 
it  would  take  very  little  time  to  dispose  of  this 
question. 

The  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  I 
will  admit,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  has  been 
very  consistent  upon  this  question.  He  has 
been  in  favor,  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
this  convention,  of  striking  out  the  word  '-white" 
from  the  constitution  in  some  shape  or  other. 
He  is  in  favor  of  striking  it  out  absolutely,  and 
submitting  the  question  in  such  a  form,  that  the 
people  may  vote  upon  it.  He  has  taken  occa- 
sion, however,  to  make  a  long  and  able  speech, 
and  has  even  said  more  than  I  thought  he  could 
have  said  upon  the  subject  under  the  circum- 
stances ;  having  consumed  an  hour  and  a  half 
in  the  delivery  of  his  views.  He  has  taken  oc- 
casion, too,  to  remark  that  the  principles  he  ad- 
vocated were  Republican  principles,  that  upon 
them  depended  the  future  greatness  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  that  if  this  resolution  was 
not  adopted  by  the  convention,  for  submitting 
this  question  to  the  people  of  giving  the  light  of 
suffrage  to  colored  men,  his  people  would  vote 
against  the  constitution.  He  said  they  felt  di- 
rectly interested  in  this  matter,  so  much  so,  that 
he  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice  all  the  labors  of 
this  convention  for  forty  days,  and  vote  against 
all  our  work,  if  he  could  not  get  that  cherished 
resolution  of  his  incorporated  into  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Next  comes  my  friend  from  Jones,  [Mr.  Mar- 
vin,] who  seemed  to  be  somewhat  alarmed,  and 
ws  fearful  that  the  committee  were  going  to 
rise,  that  this  matter  would  be  hurried  to  a  vote, 
and  that  he  and  his  friends  would  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  fully  heard  upon  this  ques- 
tion. He  said,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
make  a  speech,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  he  felt 
such  a  de«p  interest  in  the"  subject,  that  he 
must  say  something.  He  denied,  in  the  most 
emphatic  terms,  the  position  taken  by  some  gen- 
tleman, that  this  question  was  not  a  party 
measure.  He  said  that  it  was  a  measure  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
slavery  question,  he  would  be  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  still.  We  have  the  issue  then 
fairly  before  us,  and,  as  the  gentleman  says,  the 
only  issue  between  the  two  parties  is  this  same 
slavery  question. 

Next  upon  the  stage  comes  the  gentleman 
from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  and  he  expressed  the 
same  opinion.  He  says,  that  upon  this  resolu- 
tion the  future  greatness  of  the  Republican 
party  depends,  and  if  the  Republican  party  of 
this  convention  fail  to  adopt  it,  they  are  doomed 
to  inevitable  defeat  in  November  next.  This  is 
taking  pretty  strong  ground,  and  it  is  placing 
my  friend  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  in  a  pe- 
culiar position. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  "  My  friend  from 
Johnson"  can  take  care  of  himself. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  It  seems  from  the  course  that 
these  gentlemen  are  pursuing,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson  is  not  a  Republican.  There 
was  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  remarks  of 
these  various  gentlemen,  further  than  the  po- 
sition they  assumed  in  regard  to  making  the 
slavery  question  the  issue  between  the  two  par- 
ties. If  they  wish  to  make  this  issue,  I  have  no 
objection.  I  had  as  lief  take  issue  with  the  Re- 
publican party  upon  that  as  upon  any  other 
issue. 

Next  comes  my  friend  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Ed- 
wards.] We  are  near  neighbors,  only  divided 
by  county  lines.  What  position  he  occupies 
upon  this  issue,  I  do  not  know.  He  spoke  here 
for  about  an  hour,  but  he  did  not  tell  us  what 
side  of  the  question  he  maintained.  "With  all 
the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  which  he  is  master, 
he  depicted  the  evils  of  slavery  in  the  slave 
States,  and  attempted  to  show  that  slavery  was 
a  sin  against  Heaven,  and  he  called  God' to  wit- 
ness, that  it  was  a  sin  against  nature.  Suppose 
it  is  so,  what  then  ?  If  the  gentleman  intends 
tp  be  consistent  and  honest,  why  does  he  not  go 
to  work  to  remove  this  evil  where  it  exists?   ;  "  v 

This  is  rather  a  new  issue  got  up  here.  The 
Republican  party,  in  the  section  of  the  countTy 
where  I  have  been  residing,  claim  that  they  -do 
not  want  to  interfere  with  slavery  wheie  it  now 
exists,  and  that  they  made  war  only  r.gainst  its 
extension.  But  this  gentleman  goetj  ,a  little, 
farther,  and  if  he  were  to  follow  out^ hi*  views, 
he  will  go  for  abolishing  slavery  throughout  the 
Union.  There  is  no  other  course  left  for  tim  to 
pursue.  True,  this  seems  to  be  a  singular  course 
of  argument  to  be  taken  in  commitVee,  of  the 
whole  in  a  constitutional  convention, upon.a  sub; 
ject  which  was  not  before  the  conventioiv  a^  all ;. 
but,  however,  I  suppose  it  is  all  well  euough.    v 

The  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,-]- 
went  on  to  prove  that  the  testimony  of  a  negro- 
ought  to  be  good,  when  he  had  known  of  u  case 
where  the  testimony  of  a  horse  had  sent  a  man 
to  the  penitentiary.  This  may  be  true..;  I  do 
not  dispute  the  gentleman's  word ;  but  I  havtf 
never  yet  heard  of  a  horse  giving  testimony;.  I 
have  some  recollection  of  reading  somewhere  of 
a  dumb  ass  speaking  with  a  man's  voice  ■,,  ['augh- 
ter]  but  how  a  horse  could  give  evidence  I  can-, 
not  understand. 

As  I  before  remarked,  I  did  hope  that  this; 
question  would  not  have  opened  so  wide  a  range 
of  discussion,  and  consumed  so  much  time. 
These  gentlemen  have  evidently  had  this  thing 
in  soak  for  the  last  four  or  five  weeks,  and  there 
mu>^t  needs  be  a  general  delivery  here  of  their 
speeches. 

The  gentleman  from  Lucas  argues,  that  the 
Democratic  party  is  a  pro-slavery  party,  and 
that  it  has  become  the  back-bone  to  the  slave- 
holders of  the  South.  Let  us  see  how  this  is. 
The  Democratic  party,  as  a  party,  have  a  gen- 
eral platform.     They  met  last   year  in  national 
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eonvention,  at  Cincinnati,  ia  which  every  State 
in  the  Union  was  represented.  What  was  the 
jiiatform  adopted  there?  Thej  L\id  down  the 
principle  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject  of  slaverj  in  the  territories, 
but  that  the  people  of  a  territory  had  a  right  to 
xni'-ke  their  own  municipal  rules  and  regulations; 
that  they  were  sovereign  and  had  a  right  to  pro- 
hibit or  allow  slavery,  just  as  they  saw  fit.  This 
being  the  case  they  said  that  Congress  had  no  pow- 
er to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
territories.  While  we,  in  the  free  State  of  Iowa, 
who  cherish  freedom  as  opposed  to  slavery, 
stand  upon  that  platform,  does  it  prevent  our 
friends  in  Louisianastanding  upon  the  very  same 
platform  ?  Not  at  all.  While  the  people  of 
Louisiana  may  be  in  favor  of  slavery,  and  may 
Vielieve  it  to  be  a  divinely  appointed  institution, 
yet  they  compromise  upon  this  principle,  and 
say  that  Congress  has  no  right  to  legislate  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  territories,  and  that 
they  will  leave  it  to  the  people  there  to  deter- 
mine this  question  for  thc;nselves.  The  North 
and  South  can  stand  side  by  side  upon  this  com- 
mon Democratic  doctrine.  They  each  may  have 
their  own  peculiar  views  of  slavery,  but  they 
compromise  upon  the  question  of  leaving  it  to 
'  <bp  people  of  the  territories  to  determine  for 
titcmselves.  They  have  a  right  so  to  do.  There 
'^«  "where  the  Democratic  party  of  the  North  has 
be'come  the  back-bone  to  the  slaveholders  of  the 
B()uth,  and  the  only  way  in  which  the  gentleman 
can  mvik'e  it  so  appear. 

LetfiStiirn  for  a  moment,  and  examine  the 
.'resolutions  which  were  laid  down  as  planks  in 
.  (Ije  pisltlbrm  of  the  Republican   party  in  their 
JpMionat  convention.     It  was  a  sectional  conven- 
.  fion. -'There  was  not  a  representative  in   it  by 
,  jinthorily-from  any   slave-holding  State  of   the 
.  TJuion.  -  ft  was  a  convention  of  the  North  exclu- 
'  rively,  .convened  to  bring  forward  a  sectional 
•candtdSt'ffor  the  Presidency.     What  did  they 
tliarg'e  'iipon  the  Democratic  part3'  in  their  reso- 
cJatiorM?'    They  charged   the  Democratic  party 
c-rilh'being  a  pro-slavery  party.     I  have  already 
slinwa  )cu  what  the  position  of  the  Democratic 
party  wns  upon  tbat  question,  and  I  ha\e  shown 
« jou  clpfirly  and  beyond  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
'^ay  unprejudiced  man,  that  the  Democratic  par- 
''ty  i(^,not_  a  pro-slavery  party,  and  that  they  are 
/ilearly  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  anj' 
■where,     ;What  do  the  Republican  party   say  up- 
.  on   this  subject  ?     They  meet  in  their  sectional 
convention  and  resolve  that  Congress  hus  sover- 
eign power  to  legi.slato  for   the   government  of 
'the  territories.     If  Congress  has  sovereign  pow- 
er to  legislate  for  the  government  of  the  territo- 
ries, then,  as  a  matter  of  course,  tho  people  are 
not  sovereign,  but  CoDgress  is.     Where,   then, 
is  the  love  of  these  gentlemen  for  "the  dear  pco- 
j)le,"   of  which   we  have   heard    so   much  from 
them?     You  make,  by  this  doctrine,  the  people 
servants,  and   Congress  sovereign.     I  say,  then, 
take  their  resolutions,  and  the  principles  which 
thoy  laid  down  in  their  platform  at  Philadelphia, 
as  the  basis  of  their  action,  and  to  what  will  it 
lead  tbeia^ 


If  it  be  true  that  the  Democratic  party  is  pro- 
slavery,  as  they  charge,  then  they  canuot  deny 
that  the  next  Congress,  which  will  be  Democrat- 
ic, has  the  right  to  say  that  slavery  shall  go  into 
every  territory  of  the  Union.  They  have  laid 
down  the  principle  that  Congress  has  sovereign 
power  to  legislate  for  the  territories;  and  now, 
if  the  Democratic  party,  having  a  m.ijority  in 
both  branches  of  Congress,  assume  that  position, 
they  will  have  a  right,  according  to  the  creed  of 
the  Republican  party,  to  legislate  slavery  every- 
where. But,  so  far  from  the  Democratic  party 
being  a  pro-slavery  party,  I  denj'  it.  Their 
platform  and  all  their  resolutions  deny  it,  and 
place  it  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  legis- 
late upon  this  subject.  But  the  platform  of  the 
Republican  party  admits  the  doctrine  that  Con- 
gress has  the  sovereign  power  to  legislate  upon 
this  subject,  and  that  they  may  make  slave  terri- 
tory if  they  will. 

The  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,] 
attempted  to  prove  that  the  Democratic  party 
was  a  pro-slavery  part^^,  and  that  they  were  in 
favor  of  the  extension  of  slavery,  which  is  not 
the  fact,  nor  can  the  gentleman  cite  one  in- 
stance where  that  party  have  endeavored,  as  a 
party,  to  extend  slaverj-.  Slavery  has  been  on 
the  decrease  ever  since  the  formation  of  the 
Union,  and  it  is  still  on  the  decrease. 

A  single  remark  here  in  relation  to  the  min- 
gling of  the  two  races,  the  black  and  the  white. 

Is  there  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  is 
willing  to  place  the  black  man  upon  an  equality 
in  every  respect  with  the  white  man  ?  I  pre- 
sume there  are  but  very  few.  Such  a  proposi- 
tion may  look  very  well  upon  paper,  but  it  will 
not  do  to  carry  it  into  practical  operation.  Are 
these  gentlemen  willing  to  admit  that  the  black 
man  is  equal,  socially,  politically  and  morally, 
with  the  white  man  ?  But,  say  they,  we  do  not 
want  that ;  we  want  to  give  them  the  privilege 
of  the  elective  franchise,  and  the  right  of  testi- 
fying. If,  as  the\' contend,  in  the  theory  which 
they  held  in  regard  to  the  bill  of  rights,  tho 
doctrine  that  all  men  are  created  equal  applies 
to  the  black  as  well  as  the  white  man.  why  do 
you  make  this  distinction?  If  thisdeclarationia 
intended  to  apply  to  the  black  as  well  as  the  white 
race,  then  ymi  must  place  the  black  mnn  upon  a 
perfect  equality  with  the  white  man  in  every 
respect.  There  is  no  do<lging  the  question,  and 
whenever  gentlemen  commence  telling  us  that 
they  must  stop  short  of  j)Utting  the  black  upon 
an  equality  with  the  white  man,  they  admit  by 
their  own  confession  that  they  do  not  regard  tho 
two  races  as  equal. 

Gentlemen  may  draw  their  own  conclusions, 
and  make  their  own  deductions,  how  much  the 
black  is  inferior  to  the  white  man. 

So  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  it  is  urg- 
ed here,  that  it  can  do  no  harm  if  it  does  no  good 
to  refer  this  nmtter  to  the  people,  and  let  them 
determine  for  themselves  whether  this  provis- 
ion shall  bo  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution or  not.  This  argument  seems  to  have 
aome  plauoibility    in  it  »t   flr'^t  siyht,  but  then, 
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these  same  gentlemen  turn  round  and  say  that 
they  have  no  idea  that  it  can  possibly  receive  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  of  this  State. 
Why,  tiien,  encumber  the  constitution  with  this 
question?  Why  ask  the  people  to  act  upon  a 
question  which  they  admit  in  their  speeches  can- 
not be  carried?  Why  ask  the  people  to  do  a 
thing  which  they  say  they  will  not  do  ?  Upon 
this  point  1  have  but  a  word  tu  say.  I  will  not, 
by  any  act  or  vote  of  mine,  refer  this  matter  to 
the  people.  Why  will  I  not  do  this?  It  is  not 
because  I  ara.afraid  to  trust  the  people  ;  but  it 
is  because  I  know  it  will  bo  voted  down  by 
four-lifths  of  them. 

I  have  too  much  respect  for  their  wisdom  and 
intelligence  to  refer  this  matter  to  them  because 
it  will  be  an  insult  to  them. 

I  say  it  W3uld  be  an  insult  to  them,  and  I  stand 
here  responsible  for  the  as'^ertion  I  make.  To 
say  to  my  constituents  in  my  district,  or  to  ask 
them  to  vote  upon  this  question  wonld  be  virtu- 
ally saying  to  them,  will  you  place  yourself  upon 
an  equality  with  the  black  race?  It  would  be, 
in  my  opinion,  virtually  asking  them,  if  they  be- 
lieved the  negro  was  as  good  as  they.  I  cannot 
tell  how  other  gentlemen  think  upon  this  matter, 
but  I  would  regard  it  as  a  direct  insult  to  my 
constituents,  and  I  could  not  and  I  would  not, 
under  any  circumstances  insult  them  in  that 
way. 

The  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  thinks 
his  constituency  must  have  a  vote  of  this  kind  ; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Jones  [Mr.  Maruin]  are  of  the 
same  opinion.  If  we  could  fix  it  up  in  some 
shape,  I  do  not  know  but  it  would  be  a  good  ar- 
rangement to  submit  this  question  to  the  people 
of  these  three  counties,  Henry,  Scott  and  Jones, 
this  would  gratify  their  constituents,  and  it 
would  no  douot  be  a  gratification  to  these  gen- 
tlemen to  submit  this  question  to  these  counties 
individually.  I  believe  I  would  support  that 
amendment,  but  I  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances vote  to  submit  this  question  to  the  con- 
stituency of  Marion  county. 

I  have  taken  a  great  latitude  in  the  discussion 
of  these  matters  but  as  gentlemen  have  been  dis- 
cussing slavery  and  the  principles  of  the  Kansas 
act,  I  supposed  I  had  full  liberty  to  indulge  in 
this  strain  of  remarks  as  well  as  others. 

The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas 
[Mr.  Edwards]  reminded  me  very  forcibly  of 
8ome  remarks  made  by  Colonel  Lane  last  sum- 
mer and  if  the    gentleman    has  ever   heard  him 


his  country,  when  he  at  that  time  was  making 
his  way  to  Kansas  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
trampling  under  foot  the  laws  of  his  country  and 
violaliag  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  have  not  heard  Col.  Lana 
make  a  speech  since  he  was  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  Lieut. -Governor  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  GIBSOX.  I  did  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man had.  The  remarks  made  at  that  time  by 
Col.  Lane,  upon  the  celebration  of  a  day  so 
dear  to  all  patriots,  made  the  blood  recoil  in 
the  veins  of  hundreds  of  people,  who  had  come 
there  from  the  surrounding  country  in  order  to 
participate  in  ceremonies  fitting  to  such  a  glori- 
ous occasion.  Some  of  the  citizens  present  took 
occasion  to  dispute  the  truth  of  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Col.  Lane,  and  other  speakers  who 
followed  him,  and  what  did  they  bring  down 
upon  themselves?  One  of  the  Republican 
speakers  remarked  that  such  men  as  these,  who 
would  speak  in  this  manner,  ought  to  be  rode 
upon  a  rail ;  and  then  these  freedom  shriekers 
clapped  their  hands  and  cheered  loud  and  long. 
Yes,  they  were  willing  to  have  their  fellow  citi- 
zens rode  upon  a  rail,  if  they  dared  to  raise  their 
voices  against  such  conduct. 

This  was  not  all.  A  certain  doctor  remarked 
that  these  citizens,  who  had  thus  expressed 
their  dissent,  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  with 
respect  enough  to  be  rode  upon  a  rail,  but  they 
ought  to  be  spit  upon  like  dogs. 

This  was  the  kind  of  argument,  and  these 
were  the  opponents  we  had  to  meet  in  the  last 
canvass.  I  confess  I  am  surprised,  after  the 
lapse  of  several  months,  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Lucas  [Mr.  Edwards]  revive  this  same 
kind  of  argument.  It  is  from  this  cause,andit  was 
not  of  my  own  free  will,  that  I  advert  to  these 
facts.  I  do  not  wish  to  revive  the  memory  of 
these  by  gone  scenes,  because  they  are  not  at 
all  pleasant.  Nor  would  I  have  done  so  under 
any  circumstances,  had  I  not  been  led  to  do  so 
by  the  train  of  remarks  indulged  in  on  the  other 
side. 

Without  taking  up  the  time  of  the  committee 
at  any  greater  length,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  shall  vote  against  this  and 
every  other  proposition  that  has  for  its  object 
the  amalgamation  of  the  black  and  white  races. 
I  was  raised  and  educated  in  a  free  state,  and 
not  like  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  in  a  slave 
state.  I  know  very  little  from  practical  know- 
ledge about  the  black  nopulation,  and  I  care 
very  little  about  them.     I  wish  it  to  be  distinct- 


speak  I  think  he  must  have  committed  a  portion  I  iv  understood,  that   I  am   decidedly  opposed  to 


of  his  remarks  to  memory.  Our  town  had  the 
honor,  of  having  a  celebration  of  the  4th  of  Ju- 
ly, at  which  Collonel  Lane  made  a  speech,  in 
which  he  proclaimed  his  determination  to  violate 
the  laws  of  his  country'  and  make  war  against 
the  constituted  authorities.  And  he  arraigned 
Fi-anklin  Pierce  before  his  country  as  a  murder- 
er. Such  a  man  as  "Jim  Lane"  desecrated  that 
glorious  anniversary   of  our   independence,  by 


any  provision  in  this  constitution  by  which  the 
white  man  may  be  dragged  down  to  the  level  oT 
the  black  man. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  if 
I  understond  him  to  be  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
this  resolution  ?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GIBSON.     Yes,  sir,  I  am. 

Mr.  PARYIN.     I  wish  to  make  some  remarks 


nrraigninjj  Fr.nnklin  Pierce  aa  a  murderer  before  'upon  this  subject,  but  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
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committee  to  rise,   I  -would  yield  the  floor  for  a 
motion  of  that  kind. 

Cries  of  "  go  on,"  "  go  on.'" 

Mr.  PRICE.     I  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division,  ayes  17,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed   the  chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole  had  had  under  consideration  the 
Bubject  referred  to  them,  had  made  some  progress 
therein,  and  instructed  him  to  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 


TuxsDAY,  February  24lh,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

No  petitions,  memorials,  or  reports  of  com- 
millees  were  presented. 

Order  of  Business. 

Mr,  GIBSON  moved  that  the  convention  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  hope  that  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail.  The  gentleman  from 
Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  who  has  a  deep  interest  in 
that  subject,  is  not  now  in  his  seat.  AVe  have 
al«o  another  subject  under  consideration,  which 
1  hope  llie  convention  will  go  on  with  thismorn- 
ing.  I  think  it  is  important  that  we  should  dis- 
pose of  the  bill  of  rights,  and  the  article  ou  the 
right  of  suffrage,  as  they  constitute  the  first  part 
of  tlie  constitution,  so  that  they  may  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee  on  revision. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lands  will  be  taken 
up  this  morning.  This  question  of  the  right  of 
sufl'rage  was  under  discn^^sion  all  day  yesterday 
and  also  last  night.  I  am  willing  to  meet  here 
every  evening  until  the  convention  adjourns,  to 
discuss  that  subject ;  but  I  do  not  think  we 
should  use  up  any  portions  of  our  day  sessions  in 
discussing  it.  I  think  we  can  get  through  with 
it  by  taking  only  evenings  for  its  consideration. 

The  question  was  upon  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sidernlion,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
landii. 

Upon  this  question — 


Mr.  GIBSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  9, 
nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Ilall, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Clark  of  Ala- 
makee,  Clarke,  of  Henry,  Clarke,  of  Johnson, 
Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Marvin,  Parvin, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  that  the 
convention  resume,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
ou  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  a  call  of  the  convention, 
which  was  ordered. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  resulted,  present 
26.  absent  10,  as  follows  : 

Present — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  ofHenry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Hollings- 
worth, Marvin,  Palmer,  Pavvin,  Patterson,  Pe- 
ters, Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Traer, 
Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Absent — Messrs.  Bunker,  Cotton,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Ells,  Emerson,  Harris,  Johnston,  Robin- 
son and  Todhunter. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  would  state  that  Mr.  Tod- 
hunter is  unable  to  come  out  this  morning.  He 
will  be  in  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of  the 
convention  when  the  weather  is  more  agreeable, 

Mr.  GOW'ER.  I  would  state  that  Mr.  Bunker 
is  quite  unable  to  be  here  this  morning. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Mr.  Harris  also  is  too  ill  to 
be  hire. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Mr.  Day  was  about  start- 
ing from  his  boarding  house  when  I  left. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  Mr.  Cotton  was 
absent  under  leave. 

Messrs.  Emerson,  Edwards  and  Johnston  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON— 

Further  proceedings  under  the  call  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
sume, in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  right 
of  sufl'rage. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

Commiltft  of  the  ]yholc. 

The  convention  then  resolved  ilself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  tiillaspy  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Skiff,  to  so 
amend  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select  com- 
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mittee,  that  it  shall  apply  only  to  the  article  on 
the  right  of  suffrage. 

Right  of  Suffrage. 

Mr.  rARVIN".  Mr.  Chairman  ;  I  understand 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee 
(rti  the  right  of  suffrage,  to  embrace  a  proposi- 
tion to  submit  to  the  people  of  this  State,  at  the 
same  time  the  constitution  we  are  now  engaged 
iu  framing,  shall  be  submitted  to  them,  the  ques- 
tion of  striking  out  of  that  constitution  the  word 
'•white,"  wherever  it  occurs.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr. 
Skiff,]  is  to  so  modify  the  resolution  that  it 
shall  relate  exclusively  to  the  article  upon  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  that  amendment, 
and  when  the  resolution  shall  have  been  so 
amended,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  because  I  desire 
to  obtain  a  vote  of  the  people  directly  upon  the 
one  question  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  stripped  of 
everything  else,  so  that  the  people  may  know 
exactly  for  what  they  are  voting.  I  see  no  diffi- 
culty about  submitting  this  question  to  the  peo- 
ple in  the  proposed  amended  form.  It  entails 
no  expense  upon  the  State,  and  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  it  upon  that  ground.  I  can,  there- 
fore, see  nothing  wrong  in  it. 

It  has  been  urged  here  that  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  submit  this  question  to  the  people, 
because  a  majority  of  them  would  probably  vote 
against  it.  Be  it  so;  I  still  say,  submit  the 
question  to  them.  The  doing  so  can  do  no  harm, 
and  thousands  of  the  people  of  this  State  demand 
it  as  a  right,  and  the  doing  so  will  ensure  their 
support  to  the  constitution  as  amended  by  this 
convention.  Although  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  may  be  in  the  minority,  still  1  see 
nothing  wrong  in  submitting  it  to  them. 

Do  we  ask  a  precedent  for  this?  We  have 
only  to  look  to  the  history  of  the  different  States 
that  have  submitted  this  question  as  a  distinct 
proposition  to  the  people  of  their  respective 
States,  at  the  same  time  they  submitted  the  con- 
Btitution  to  them,  in  which  they  had  left  this 
word  "white;"  thus  allowing  those  who  desired 
to  have  it  stricken  out  an  opportunity  to  express 
their  sentiments  by  a  separate  and  distinct  vote, 
"nd  insuring  their  support  to  the  constitution. 
Our  democratic  friends  here  appear  to  be  array- 
ed against  this  proposition.  Let  them  look  to 
the  State  of  Indiana.  The  constitutional  con- 
vention of  that  State  was  strongly  democratic, 
yet  they  submitted  this  question  to  the  people 
as  a  separate  and  distinct  proposition.  And  so 
It  was  in  Michigan,  under  similar  circumstances, 
^e  have  therefore  precedents  sufficient,  from 
the  verj  party  who  are  here  now  arrayed  against 
this  measure. 


,      "  ,  ^"^  ""    pieueuenis,  let  us 

ask  ourselves  the  question— is  this  measure  right 
111  Itself?  As  a  delegate  from  Muscatine  county, 
I  will  myself  vote  to  retain  the  word  "white"  in 
the    eoastitution.     But    while  I    do  thi«    1    .-im 


aware  that  upon  that  subject  I  shall  misrepre- 
sent a  great  many  voters  in  my  county.  I  do 
not  say  a  majority  of  them,  but  a  great  many  of 
them,  ask  that  this  word  "white"  shall  be 
stricken  out.  But,  as  they  have  expressed  them- 
selves to  me,  they  will  be  satisfied  if  this  con- 
vention will  give  them  the  opportunity  to  vote 
upon  this  question,  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  constitution. 

Now  is  there  anything  wrong  in  this  ?  Sup- 
pose it  is  voted  down.  Is  there  any  injury  in- 
flicted upon  any  one?  Why  should  we  vote 
against  a  proposition  that  a  large  minority  of 
the  people  demand— I  do  not  know  even  thai 
they  are  but  a  minority— a  proposition  that  can 
be  adopted  without  the  violation  of  the  rights  of 
any  man ;  a  proposition  so  harmless  in  itself, 
so  just,  and  so  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people— why  should  we  vote  against  it  ?  I  can 
see  no  reason  in  the  (vorld  for  doing  so. 

If  any  gentleman  here  is  satisfied  that  but 
five  members  here  will  vote  for  this  proposition, 
I  want  him  to  put  down  the  delegate  from  Mus- 
catine as  one  of  them.  This  matter  was  agitated 
to  some  extent  in  Muscatine  county  before  the 
election.  I  stated  then  that  if  I  came  here  as  a 
delegate,  I  would  not  vote  to  strike  the  word 
"white"  from  the  constitution,  but  I  would  vote 
to  submit  the  question  to  the  people,  as  a  sep- 
arate question. 

Why  should  gentlemen  be  afraid  of  this  thing? 
Are  they  afraid  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  State  are  in  favor  of  this  measure,  and  thus 
the  colored  portion  of  our  population  will  be 
allowed  to  vote  ?  If  they  will  turn  their  atten- 
tion towards  the  southern  States,  where  the 
degradation  of  the  black  men  is  far  greater  than 
elsewhere,  where  he  is  only  considered  in  the 
body  politic  in  the  same  light  as  a  horse  or  an 
ox,  they  will  find  two  States  where  black  men 
are  allowed  to  vote.  I  will  read  from  the  consti- 
tutions  of  two  of  those  States  to  show  that  such 
is  the  case.  First  from  the  constitution  of  North 
Carolina,  as  follows  : 

"  All  freemen,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  have  been  inhabitants  of  any  one  county 
within  the  State  twelvemonths  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  any  election,  and  possessed  of 
a  freehold  within  the  same  county,  of  fifty  acres 
of  land,  for  six  months  next  before,  and  at  the 
day  of  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a 
member  of  the  Senate. 

"  All  freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  have  been  inhabitants  of  any  one  county 
within  the  State  twelve  months  immediately 
preceding  the  day  of  any  election,  and  shall  have 
paid  public  taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the 
county  in  which  he  resides. 


Rnf  ^^^^  -f  ♦!  ^^^  persons  possessed  of  a  free-hold,  in  any 

ijut  even  it   there  were  no   precedents,  let  us    town  in  this  State,  having  a  right  of  represen- 

k  ourselves  the  nneatinr, ;„ +u;„ '_     ?    ,  ,     ,„,• 1     ,  ,,'„  "  su>.  ui.   icijicseu 

tation,  and  also  all  free  men,  who  have  been  in- 
habitants ol  any  such  town  twelve  months  be- 
fore, and  at  the  day  of  election,  and  shall  have 
paid  public  taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  a 
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member  to  represent  such  town  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  provided,  always,  that  this  section 
shall  not  entitle  any  inhabitant  of  such  town  to 
vote  for  membert  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  i 
the  county  in  which  he  may  reside  ;  nor  any  i 
free-holder  in  such  county,  who  resides  without 
or  beyond  the  limits  of  such  town,  to  vote  for  a 
member  of  the  said  town." 

It  does  not  say  every  "  free  ichite  man,"  but 
every  "  freeman."  A  black  man  who  is  free, 
and  is  possessed  of  the  requisite  property  qual- 
ification— and  that  is  not  more  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,]  proposed  in 
the  case  of  voting  county  loans  to  corporations 
for  internal  improvement — every  black  man, 
with  the  requisite  property  qualification,  is 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
The  constitution  of  Georgia  says  : 
"The  electors  of  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  have  paid  all  taxes  which  may 
have  been  required  of  them,  and  which  they 
nay  have  had  an  opportunity  of  paying,  agree- 
ably to  law,  for  the  year  preceding  the  election, 
and  shall  have  resided  six  months  within  the 
county,''  &c. 

Here  then  is  no  qualillcation  in  regard  to  pro- 
perty or  color.  If  a  man  is  a  free  inhabitant, 
and  has  been  in  the  state  and  county  long 
enough,  he  is  entitled  to  exercise  the  right  of  the 
elective  franchise. 

And  should  we  in  a  free  state,  be  more  afrai*^> 
even  if  this  thing  was  to  be  applied  dircct- 
Iv  to  the  constitution  and  give  the  negro  the 
right  to  vote — should  we  be  more  afraid  of  that 
than  are  the  slave  states?  But  we  do  not  ask  as 
much  as  that,  we  only  ask  that  the  white  men 
of  this  state,  those  who  now  possess  the  right  of  j 
elective  franchise  under  the  constitution  shall 
enjoy  the  small  boon  of  saying  -whether  they 
■wish  the  word  "white"  to  bo  stricken  out  of  the 
constitution  or  not.  They  do  not  wish  that 
thirtij-fioc  men  here  shall  deprive  them  of  the 
right  of  expres.'^ing  their  opinion  upon  this  sub- 
ject, au  J  that  is  all  that  the  majority  of  this  con- 
Tcntion  asks. 

I  have  shown  thi.s  convention  two  States 
whsre  black  men  aro  allowed  to  vote.  And  in 
the  bill  of  right.s  of  the  constitution  of  Florida 
I  find  the  following: 

"That  the  great  and  essential  principles  of 
liberty  and  free  government  may  bo  recognized 
and  established,  we  declare — 

"  That  all  freemen,  when  they  form  a  social 
compact,  aro  eqtml,  and  liave  certain  inherent 
and  indefeasible  rights,  among  which  arc  those 
of  enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty  ;  of 
acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting  property, 
and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their  own  hap- 
pines-s." 

According  to  thi.-i,  not  all  iuliil".  mon,  but  all 
free  men,  are  equal.  And  a  clause  similar  to 
this  one  will  bo  found  in  the  constitutions  of 
most  of  thf  Southern  Ht^ntew.     Xot  nil  n'fii/emcn 


are  equal,  but  all/res  men,  are  equal,  and  havo 
certain  indefeasible  rights.  I  mention  this  to 
show  that  we  do  not  propose  to  go  so  Tat  in  this 
matter  as  many  of  our  sister  States  have  gone, 
in  asking  that  this  question  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  people  as  a  separate  and  distinct  ques- 
tion. 

We  are  creatures  of  prejudice :  none  of  us, 
perhaps,  are  without  them.  It  we  undertake  to 
carry  out  the  prejuice  of  any  individual,  in  this 
matter,  where  would  the  elective  franchise  rest  ? 
There  are  societies  of  men,  or  were  some  time 
ago,  so  I  have  been  told,  in  the  United  States, 
who  denied  the  right  of  foreigners  to  vote,  as 
they  are  now  permitted  to  do  under  our  consti- 
tution. They  would  deny  the  right  of  voting  to 
a  man  who  was  born  in  Ireland  or  Germany,  as 
our  present  democratic  party  would  deny  it  to  a 
man  who  has  a  black  skin.  And  let  me  say 
here  that  they  would  not  confine  their  proscrip- 
tion to  men  who  have  black  skins.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  blood  flowing  in  their  veins  may  be  Anglo- 
Saxon  blood,  and  that  of  the  "  First  Families  of 
Virginia,"  and  yet  they  would  not  allow  them 
the  right  to  vote. 

Now,  if  you  undertake  to  carry  out  all  these 
prejudices,  where  will  they  lead  you  ?  Perhaps 
I  staud  alone  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  know; 
I  hope  not.  But  I  will,  for  myself,  judge  a  man 
by  his  head  and  his  heart.  I  do  not  care  where 
he  was  born,  or  what  may  be  the  color  of  his 
skin.  If  he  has  "  a  heart  that  can  feel  for  an- 
other's woe,"  Las  intelligence,  he  is  a  man  and  a 
brother.  I  care  not  what  his  color  may  be,  or 
where  he  may  have  been  born,  "a  man  'sa  man, 
for  a'  that." 

Perhaps  I  have  peculiar  views  with  regard  to 
this  unfortunate  race.  I  think  I  have  my  pre- 
judices against  them.  But  I  look  back  aud  see 
that  they  have  been  brought  from  their  native 
country,  by  tlie  high  hand  of  oppression  ;  they 
have  been  sold  in  this  country,  and  they  and 
their  descendants  have  become  articles  of  traf- 
fic. I  consider  that  we  owe  tbem  a  debt,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  system  of  slavery,  which  was 
entailed  upon  us  by  Great  Biitain,  and  subse- 
quently by  Congress.  Wc  owe  them  a  debt, 
which  wc  should  repay  by  educating  them,  and 
colonizing  them  in  their  own  country.  As  I 
have  said,  I  have  my  prejudices  against  them. 
My  prejudice  is  such  as  to  lead  me  to  desire  that 
they  shall  not  be  left  in  this  country,  because  I 
do  not  think  their  presence  would  be  advanta- 
geous to  either  of  the  races.  I  am,  therefore,  a 
colonizationist. 

I  am  in  favor  of  using  all  constitutionalmcans 
against  slavery.  1  would  check  it  where  it  is 
now.  And  when  once  it  is  securely  confined, 
the  increase  of  the  black  population  will  be  such 
that  their  value  will  be  depreciated  until  the  con- 
sent of  their  masters  will  be  easily  oDtained  to 
their  emancipation.  Then  letprovision  be  made 
for  their  education,  and  then  send  them  to  Libe- 
ria, if  they  are  willing  to  go.  But  I  would  not 
force  them  to  go,  if  they  were  not  willing  to 
leave  thiacountry.     If  they  will  remain  herein 
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the  United  States,  then  let  them  remain.  But 
if  they  will  consent  to  go  to  Liberia,  then  let 
provision  be  made  to  send  them  there. 

The  idea  that  slave  property  will  be  depreciated 
by  confining  it  within  its  present  limits  is  no 
new  idea.  Governor  Wise,  of  Virginia,  argued 
correctly  when  he  said,  last  summer,  that  if 
slavery  was  admitted  into  Kansas,  it  would  en- 
hance the  value  of  every  slave  in  Virginia. 
There  is  no  doubtabout  that.  It  must  be  spread 
or  it  will  be  depreciated.  Then  let  us  stop  it 
now  where  it  is. 

I  know  that  every  man  who  takes  this  ground 
is  styled  an  abolitionist.  Now,  what  is  an  ab- 
olitionist? I  suppose  there  is  not  a  man  upon 
the  other  side  in  this  convention  who  does  not 
know  what  an  abolitionist  is.  And  if  they  do 
understand  it,  where  is  their  sincerity  and 
honesty  in  applying  that  term  to  those  who  do 
not  agree  with  them  upon  this  question  ?  The 
whole  republican  party  is  arraigned  as  an  aboli- 
tion party.  An  abolitionist — and  there  are  but 
few  of  them  in  the  United  States — is  one  who 
desires  to  abolish  slavery  where  it  now  exists. 
In  my  opinion,  we  have  no  constitutional  right 
to  do  any  such  thing.  All  we  ask  is  our  right 
under  the  constitution  ;  we  have  no  constitution- 
al right. to  interfere  with  slavery  where  it  is, 
consequently  the  republican  party  is  not  an  ab- 
olition party.  We  do  not  seek  to  interfere  with 
slavery  wbere  it  is.  I  hope,  therefore,  gentle- 
men will  think  one  moment,  when  they  get  up 
here,  what  the  word  "abolitionist"  means,  be- 
fore they  apply  it  indiscriminately  to  all  who 
may  differ  with  them  upon  this  subject.  They 
will  see  that  they  are  charging  those  with  aboli- 
tionism who  entertain  no  such  sentiments.  I 
caro  nothing  about  the  matter  myself.  I  would 
as  soon  they  called  me  an  abolitionist  as  not. 

I  perceive  that  the  discussion  upon  the  resolu- 
tion, now  before  the  committee,  has  taken  a 
wider  range  than  it  should  have  done.  I  came 
here,  not  intending,  so  far  as  I  was  individually 
concerned,  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  any  of  the 
political  topics  of  the  day.  I  consider  that  we 
were  sent  here  for  a  higher  and  a  nobler  purpose. 
We  were  sent  here,  not  as  partizans,  but  as  indi- 
viduals, selected  by  the  people  of  this  State,  to 
form  such  a  constitution  that  the  people  of  this 
State  would  be  willing  to  adopt  in  preference  to 
the  one  they  now  possess. 

I  have  not  introduced  this  political  discussion; 
I  did  not  intend  to  do  so;  but  it  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  we  are  now  engaged  in  it.  And,  as 
an  humble  member  of  the  Republican  party,  I 
say  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  subject.  So  far  as  the  political 
principles  of  the  two  parties  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  are  concerned,  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 

And  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  now 
that  if,  in  the  heat  of  discussion,  [  should  say 
anything,  in  any  remarks'l  may  make,  that  may 
be  construed  as,  in  any  sense,  a  personal  allu- 
sion, I  have  no  intention  to  say  anything  of  the 
kiad.     I  came  here  prepared  to  meet  everv  del- 
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egate  I  should  be  thrown  with  here  as  a  friend 
and  a  brother ;  and  I  wish  to  so  conduct  myself 
here  that,  when  we  part,  we  may  part  with  that 
brotherly  feeling  which  ought  to  pervade  the 
hearts  of  a  body  of  men,  assembled,  as  we  are 
here.  I  have  no  intention  to  impugn  the  motives 
of  any  gentleman. 

But  I  have,  as  an  humble  member  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  a  few  remarks  to  make  in  regard 
to  the  Democratic  party.  Now,  when  I  allude 
to  the  Democratic  party,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood at  all  as  alluding  to  that  old  time-hon- 
ored national  Democratic  party,  but  as  alluding 
to  the  present  modern  Democratic  party,  which 
I  consider  to  be  a  bogus  party.  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  before  I  get  through,  to  show  that  the 
present  Democratic  party  have  abandoned  all 
their  old  issues  upon  this  important  subject,  and 
have  taken  to  themselves  new  issues.  And  while 
I  do  not  arraign  them  for  doing  so,  I  feel  that  I 
could  not  have  gone  with  them  without  aban- 
doning my  self-respect.  I  could  not  do  it  and 
feel  that  I  was  acting  rightly. 

It  is  unpleasant,  in  discussions  like  the  pres- 
ent one,  for  persons  to  allude  to  themselves  ;  but 
I  shall,  perhaps,  be  compelled  to  do  so,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  pobition  I  occupy  here.  I  find 
myself,  in  this  body,  arrayed  against  my  old  po- 
litical friends — those  for  whom  I  have  heretofore 
voted — those  with  whom  I  have  heretofore  re- 
joiced to  act.  And  I  shall  attempt  to  show  here 
that,  upon  this  question,  they  have  gone  far,  far 
astray  from  the  old  rules  of  action  laid  down 
by  the  founders  of  the  old  Democratic  party, 
and  that  I  stand  to-day  where  our  forefathers 
stood,  and  where  I  rejoice  to  stand — in  opposi- 
tion to  the  extension  of  slavery — not  in  opposi- 
tion to  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  now  exists, 
but  in  opposition  to  its  extension  over  territory 
now  free. 

I  was  educated  a  Democrat  from  my  boyhood. 
Faithfully  did  I  adhere  to  that  party  until  1 
could  no  longer  act  with  it.  Many  things  did  I 
condemn  ere  I  left  that  party,  for  my  love  of 
party  was  strong.  And  when  I  did,  at  last,  feel 
compelled  to  separate  from  my  old  Democratic 
friends,  it  was  like  tearing  myself  away  from 
old  home  associations.  I  did  it,  however.  Aad 
though  I  have  done  many  things  during  my  life, 
the  memory  of  which  I  would  gladly  blot  out, 
yet  that  act  I  hold  to  be  one  of  which  I  shall 
never  regret  or  feel  shame.  I  expect,  as  we 
must  all  expect,  soon  to  leave  this  world  and  its 
many  scenes.  I  believe  we  must  all  give  an 
account  of  our  acts  and  deeds  here,  moral  and 
political.  I  believe  no  man  can  be  dishonest  in 
politics,  and  escape  the  punishment,  more  than 
he  can  in  other  matters.  He  has  no  more  right, 
and  will  receive  no  more  justification,  to  do  the 
one  than  the  other.  And  when  he  sees  a  meas- 
ure that  he  believes  to  be  wrong,  it  is  his  dutj', 
as  an  honest  man,  to  oppose  it.  And,  in  view 
of  this  responsibility,  I  feel  that  in  all  those 
things  I  must  endeavor  to  discharge  my  duty  as 
a  man  and  a  Christian — as  one  of  the  universal 
human  race.     And  I   feel   that  I  stand,  at  this 
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time  upon  the  foundation  of  truth  and  justice. 
I  feel  that  I  am  battling,  not  for  the  rights  of  the 
black  man  alone,  but  for  the  rights  of  all  the 
human  family — that  I  iira  acting  upon  this  ques- 
tion as  our  forefathers  would  have  acted — that  I 
am  pursuing  the  path  that  they  marked  out,  and 
■wliich  is  so  plain,  "that  the  wayfaring  man, 
though  a  fool,  may  not  err  therein." 

I  rejoice  that  I  stand,  this  day,  with  the  repub- 
lican party.  Gall  them  "black  republicans  "  if 
you  will ;  I  care  not  about  that.  Although 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  have  made  the 
declaration  here  that  the  republican  party  is  a 
short-lived  party,  and  will  soon  pass  away,  I  say 
to  them,  when  we  find  the  party  passed  away, 
all  gone  and  no  more  known  as  a  party,  come  to 
me,  if  1  am  still  living,  and  1  will  show  you  one 
of  the  faith  who  will  be  left.  The  principles  of 
that  pa  ty  I  believe  to  be  just  and  right.  And 
•when  I  am  satisfied  that  I  am  right,  I  will  stand 
against  the  world.  I  shall  always  make  it  my 
aim  to  carry  out  Crockett's  idea — ''be  sure  you 
are  right,  then  go  ahead."  And  if  this  party 
are  so  short-lived,  if  it  is  so  soon  to  pass  away, 
if  it  will  so  soon  discard  its  present  principles, 
I  will  still  stand  by  those  principles,  for  the 
few  years  I  have  yet  to  live,  because  I  believe 
them  to  be  right,  and  will  never  discard  them, 
whatever  the  republican  party  may  do. 

This  party,  so  short-lived,  I  know  has  been  in 
existence  but  a  short  time,  still  it  is  able  even 
now  to  stand  alone ;  it  has  made  its  mark  in 
the  history  of  the  country.  It  is  still  young,  in- 
creasing in  vigor  from  day  to  day,  and  it  will  be 
able  to  fight  its  battles,  and  victory  will  crown  ita 
flag,  until  the  last  vestige  of  this  blot  upon  our 
nation's  escutcheon  has  been  effaced.  I  shall 
not  live  to  see  that  happy  day,  but  I  be- 
lieve the  principles  of  the  party  are  so  correct, 
are  5  0  thoroughly  based  upon  truth  and  justice 
are  so  entirely  consonant  with  the  laws  of  God, 
and  the  well  being  of  society,  that  they  must 
prevail.  We  do  not  propose  to  do  anything 
with  slavery  in  the  states  where  it  is  now  recog- 
nized and  supported  by  state  laws.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  day  will  come  when  they  will  see  their 
error,  and  that  measures  will  be  brought  for- 
ward and  carried  out,  until  wc  may  rejoice  that 
not  a  human  being  upon  our  soil  is  a  slave. 

Short  livofl  as  this  party  has  been,  what  has 
it  (lone?  Be  ore  it  was  a  year  ohl.  it  marched 
up  to  the  ballot  bo.v  and  polled  more  than  half  a 
million  of  votes.  And  from  whence  did  those 
votes  come?  I  do  not  say  that  the  present 
Democratic  party  are  ignorant;  I  know  such  is 
not  the  case.  There  are  just  as  intelligent  men, 
just  as  honest  and  moral  men,  ju.st  as  good 
Christians,  in  that  party  as  can  be  found  in  any 
party.  While  it  would  be  wrong  for  me  to  hold 
Blaves,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  in.^titution  of 
slavery  is  in  itself  morally  and  politically  wrong, 
it  is  not  wrong  for  others,  who  have  been  taught 
and  educated  difrcrcutly. 

I  do  not  denounce  slaveholders  as  some  do. 
But  I  do  say  that  the  lato  election  docs  show 
conclusively  that  the  great  mas.<i  of  the  intelli- 


gent population  of  the  United  States  acted  with 
the  Republican  party.  And  though  gentlemen 
here  are  advocating  the  tree  school  systeiu — and 
I  rejoice  at  it,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  the 
salvation,  to  a  very  great  extent,  of  our  country, 
— yet  I  wish  to  say  that  those  who  wish  to  per- 
petuate the  present  Democratic  party,  and  make 
it  omnipotent  in  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, must  discard  free  schools,  because  the 
strength  and  power  of  the  party  is  founded 
upon  the  ignorance  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
Look  at  the  returns  of  the  last  Presidential 
election,  and  compare  them  with  the  statistics 
of  the  last  census,  and  see  if  I  am  not  warrant- 
ed in  the  assertion  I  have  made.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  slave  states — the  fifteen  of  them — 
and  what  is  the  per  centage  of  illiterate  persons 
there  ?  The  census  returns  show  that  one  out 
of  every  twelve  white  persons  in  the  slave 
states  could  not  read  and  write.  Go  to  the  free 
states,  and  you  will  find  that  but  one  in  forty 
cannot  read  and  write.  Which  of  the  slave 
states  has  the  greatest  proportion  of  illiterate 
persons  ?  North  Carolina  has,  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  borne  the  palm  of  being  the  most  illiterate 
state  in  the  Union.  Tennessee  ranked  second, 
until  the  last  census,  when  Arkansas  took  that 
position,  and  Tennessee  came  in  as  third,  while 
Georgia  ranked  fourth.  All  these  states  went 
largely  Democratic  at  the  last  election.  In 
which  of  the  free  states  do  you  find  the  least 
per  centage  of  illiterate  persons?  The  most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  New  England  states,  and  they 
are  all  Republican.  Which  among  the  free 
states  has  the  greatest  per  centage  of  illiterate 
persons  ?  Why,  that  state  where  the  Demo- 
crats had  the  largest  majority,  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  the  state  of  Indiana.  And  sec- 
ond in  the  ranks  of  ignorance  stands  Illinois, 
another  free  state  that  went  Democratic. 

Now,  in  view  of  these  facts,  am  I  not  war- 
ranted in  saying,  that  if  the  present  Democratic 
party  desire  to  make  and  keep  their  parly  the 
dominant  party  in  this  country,  they  must  dis- 
card free  schools  and  general  education  ? 

Where  free  schools  have  flourished,  and  edu- 
cation has  become  most  general,  there  the  De- 
mocratic party  has  been  in  the  minority.  And 
where  free  schools  have  been  discarded,  as  in 
the  South,  there  the  Democratic  party  flourishes 
predominant  over  all  opposition. 

I  have  said  that  as  to  honesty,  I  believe  there 
are  honest  men,  and  as  good  men,  in  the  demo- 
cratic party  as  in  any  other.  I  wish  to  be  cor- 
rectly understood  in  this  matter.  ^Yhat  I  have 
asserted  heie,  the  census  returns  fully  corrobo- 
rate and  confirm.  And  I  say  again,  that  as 
short-lived  as  has  been  the  republican  party,  it 
has  achieved  wonders. 

We  are  told  here  that  the  present  democratic 
party  is  a  national  party,  and  the  republican 
party  is  a  sectional  party.  Let  us  examine  that 
and  see  if  such  is  really  the  case.  It  is  very  im- 
portant, at  (lie  present  time,  that  we  should  as- 
certain which  is  the  national,  and  which  is  the 
sectional  party.     That  is  most  assuredly  the  sec- 
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tional  party  which  seeks  to  make  a  national 
measure  somethiug  which  the  constitution  of  the 
Uuiied  Qtiiles  has  made  sectional,  or  which 
■wishes  to  make  sectional  that  which  the  consti- 
tutiun  has  made  national.  The  national  party 
is  the  one  which  seeks  to  carry  out  the  consti- 
tution as  it  is.  Our  constitution  is  a  national, 
not  a  sectional  constitution.  And  any  party  or 
set  of  men  which  seeks  to  carry  out  that  con- 
stitution as  it  is,  must  be  a  national  party.  Now 
I  do  not  care  if  that  party,  or  that  set  of  men, 
are  all  to  be  found  in  the  limits  of  one  State, 
and  whether  that  State  be  the  State  of  Maine,  or 
the  State  of  Texas.  Yet  if  they  are  advocating 
principles  which  are  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, they  are  national  and  not  sectional. 
The}'  may  be  in  the  minority,  still  they  are  na- 
tional. If  they  advocated  sectional  measures, 
to  be  in  the  majority  would  not  make  them  na- 
tional. If  they  are  striving  to  make  something 
national,  which  the  constitution  makes  sectional, 
no  matter  how  largely  they  may  be  in  the  ma- 
jority, they  are  still  sectional.  In  that  I  am 
correct,  most  assuredly. 

Now  if  I  can  show  that  the  present  democratic 
party  are  endeavoring  to  make  something  na- 
tional, which  the  constitution  makes  sectional, 
then  I  shall  show  that  it  is  a  sectional  party, 
and  not  a  national  party.  And  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  can  show  that  the  present  republican 
party  are  advocating  the  constitution  as  it  is, 
and  as  it  always  has  been,  then  I  will  show  that 
it  is  a  national,  and  not  a  sectional  party.  That 
I  expect  to  do.  And  to  do  it,  we  must  go  back 
to  the  foundation  of  i.ur  national  government. 
We  must  show  what  the  constitution  meant 
when  it  was  adopted,  as  interpreted  by  those 
who  framed  it.  For  I  hold  that  we  can  get  no 
better  testimony,  we  can  bring  forward  no  better 
witnesses  as  to  what  the  constitution  means,  than 
those  men  who  made  it. 

I  contend  that  there  is  no  ambiguity  about 
our  constitution.  When  our  government  was 
for'm  d,  twelve  out  of  the  thirteen  States  were 
slave  States.  Just  before  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  Virginia  had  ceded  a  large  area  of 
territory — the  north-west  territory,  as  it  was 
then  called — to  the  confederation  of  the  States. 
Ill  regaid  to  this  deed  of  cession,  the  ordinance 
coaceraingthe  north-west  territory — now  known 
as  the  ordinance  of  1787 — was  first  introduced 
into  Congress  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  1784.  It 
then  received  a  two  thirds  vote,  but  not  a  unan- 
imous one.  The  same  ordinance,  in  substance, 
was  brought  furward  in  178.5  by  Rufus  King  ; 
and  in  1787,  it  was  again  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Deane  of  Massachusetts,  and  then  it  received 
the  unanimous  vole  of  all  the  States  represented 
in  Congress  at  that  time.  It  was  during  this 
time  that  the  constitution  was  being  matured. 
This  ordinance  specified  that  slavery  should 
never  be  permitted  to  exist  in  this  territory  ce- 
ded by  V^irginia.  All  the  territory  then  owned 
by  the  United  States— except  some  small  site- 
for  fortitications,  &c.,  which  they  had  receiveii 
upon  the  express  condition  that  they  should  not 


interfere  with  slavery — every  foot  of  land  that 
Congress  had  any  control  over  in  that  respect, 
was  declared  to  be  forever  secure  from  slavery. 
There  is  deep  meaning  to  be  found  in  this 
portion  of  our  history.  And  I  do  not  see  how 
any  person  can  examine  the  acts  and  speeches 
of  these  men  in  those  days,  and  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  Congress,  that  even 
the  most  sanguine  devotee  of  slavery,  never  ex- 
pected that  that  institution  would  be  ever  ex- 
tended beyond  its  then  existinglimits.  So  tena- 
cious were  those  men  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
that  they  would  not  suffer  the  word  "  slave"  to 
have  a  place  in  the  constitution.  And  in  but 
three  places  in  that  constitution  can  there  be 
found  anything  which  can  be  construed  into  an 
allusion  to  slavery. 

In  1787  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  north- 
west territory  was  passed.  In  1789  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stq|jj|fcent  into  operation. 
Now  I  wish  to  call  the^TOntion  of  gentlemen 
here  to  an  act  which  was  passe35tsi.  the  firtt 
Congress  under  the  present  consti^g^  ofvtLe 
United  States,  on  the  7th  of  August,*  J?»9,  and 
approved  by  Geoige  Washington,  then  Presidei.t 
of  the  United  States.  That  act  continued  in 
force  the  ordinance  of  1787.  That  ordinance 
had  been  suspended  by  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  must  have  gone  out  of  existence, 
had  not  Congress  seen  proper  to  adopt  an  act 
keeping  it  in  force.  That  act  kept  in  force  the 
old  ordinance  of  1787,  merely  making  the  "eces- 
sary  verbal  alterations  in  it,  to  make  it  conform 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  Wi  s 
not  altered  at  all  in  regard  to  the  subject  if 
slavery.  In  this  Congress  were  twenty  or  thir- 
ty of  the  men  who  had  assisted  in  framing  tie 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  any  men 
could  be  supposed  to  know  what  that  constitu- 
tion meant  they  were  the  men.  And  yet  we 
havi  been  told  by  very  high  authority  that  that 
law  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Now  I  wish  to  refer  to  some  decisions  of  the 
highest  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States- 
I  will  read  from  Howard's  Reports;  volume  ten  ; 
page  ninety-six,  in  the  caseof  Strader,  et.  al.,  v. 
Graham : 

"  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  most  of  the 
material  provisions  and  principles  of  these  six 
articles  (Ordinance  of  1787.)  not  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  hnve 
been  established  law  within  this  territory  ever 
since  the  ordinance  was  passed  ;  and  hence  the 
ordinance  itself  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  still 
in  force.  But  these  provisions  owe  their  ie^-.l 
validity  and  force  after  the  constitution  Wiis 
adopted,  and  while  the  territor  al  government 
continued,  to  the  act  of  August  7,  1789.  which 
adopted  and  continued  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
and  carried  its  provisions  into  execution,  w  th 
>ome  modifications,  which  were  necessary  to 
idopt  its  form  of  government  to  the  new  consti- 
tution." 

Therefore  when  I  say  that  the  ordinance  ■  f 
1787    was   re-enacted   by  the   Congress  of  the 
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United  States,  bv  the  act  passed  August  7,  1789. ' 

I  do  not  speak  without  authority.     I  speak  from 
!he  book,  the  highest  authority   in   the  United 
StJites,    Franklin  Pierce  to    the   contrary,  not-  j 
withstamling.      This  ordinance  was,  therefore,^ 
re-enacted   by  the    Congress  of  1789,  in  all  its  j 
essential  provisions.     It   was  again    re  enacted 
when  Indiana  was  formed  into  a   territory,  and 
admitted  as   a  State  ;  when    Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Iowa,  "were  formed  into  territories,  and  ad- 
mitted   as    States;  at   each    of   these    different 
periods,  by  ditTercnt  Congresses,  and  under  dif- 
ferent administrations,    this  ordinance  was  re- 
cognized, referred  to,  and  declared  binding  upon 
those  respective  territories. 

This  was  Democratic  doctrine,  then.  I  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  an  honest  and  candid 
man — I  ask  every  member  of  this  convention — 
is  it  Democratic  doctriae  now  ?  No,  sir;  it  has 
been  utterly  discarded!l|lsew  lights  have  arisen, 
new  interpretations  to  tLe  constitution  have 
been  rendered',  and  the  Democratic  doctrine  of 
to-day  is  far  different  from  what  was  Democratic 
doctrine  with  the  fathers  of  the  republic.  Yet 
this  doctrine  has  been  recognized  and  voted 
upon  by  Congress  from  1789  down  to  1853,  for 
in  1853  the  territory  of  Washington  was  organ- 
ized, and  this  same  principle  is  incorporated  into 
its  organic  act.  Thus  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, this  principle  has  been  recognized  and 
nfGrmed,  by  different  Congresses,  and  under  dif- 
ferent administrations  ;  almost  every  prominent 
man  in  the  United  States  being  on  record,  at  one 
time  or  another,  in  favor  of  this  restriction  in 
relation  to  slavery  in  the  territory  of  the  TTnited 
States. 

Now  for  the  proof.  First,  I  refer  to  acts  of 
Congress  passed  during  more  than  half  a  centu- 
ry. Second,  I  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  I  ask,  if  this  is  Democratic  doctrine  at 
the  present  time  ?  If  it  is  not,  then  the  present 
D-mocratic  party  is  not  a  national  party,  for 
tlif-y  have    discarded    those   national  principles 

II  [ion  which  the  constitution  is  based,  and  under 
which  Congress  has  acted,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  has  decided,  time  and  time  again. 

Gentlemen  asked  here  last  night,  what  right 
has  Congress  to  forbid  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States? 
As  Stephen  A.  Douglas  has  said — every  citizen 
liiis  an  inalienable  right  to  move  into  any  of  the 
tciritories  with  his  propertj'  of  whatever  kind 
or  description.  That  is  the  Democratic  doctrine 
of  the  present  day — that  every  citizen,  of  the 
United  States,  has  a  riglit  to  go  into  any  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  Stales,  with  any  property 
he  may  hold,  of  whatever  kind  or  description. 
AVas  that  Deniocrrtic  doctrine  years  ago?  Most 
assuredly  it  was  not. 

Now  what  is  the  reason  the  citizen  cannot 
carry  his  property  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  Slates  without  the  pcrmi.''f<ion  of  Con- 
grcsH  ?  Because  whenever  you  wish  to  do  that 
wbieb  is  contrary  to  nature  and  to  commoD  law, 


you  must  have  positive  enactment  to  that  effect. 
But  it  requires  no  positive  law  for  that  to  be 
done  which  is  according  to  nature  or  eommon 
law.  The  reason  why  a  man  cannot  go  into  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  with  his  slaves, 
without  the  permission  of  Congress,  goes  back 
to  the  time  when  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image.  The  reason  is  just  as  old  as  that.  The 
Almighty  never  created  a  slave.  No  being, 
black  or  white,  bearing  the  image  of  God,  can 
be  a  slave  until  made  so  by  his  fellow  man. 
And  if  you  wish  any  part  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  to  be  slave  territory,  you  must 
enact  a  positive  law  making  it  such,  because  by 
nature  it  is  not  so.  But  you  do  not  have  to  en- 
act a  positive  law  to  make  your  horse  a  chattel, 
for  it  is  so  from  the  first.  But  it  requires  a  pos- 
itive law  to  that  effect,  to  make  a  lellow-being  a 
chattel,  because  by  nature  he  is  not  so. 

This  is  the  reason  that  slaveholders  have  no 
right  to  go  into  these  territories  with  their  slaves, 
because  the  fathers  of  the  Constitution  did  not 
give  them  that  light.  It  requires  a  positive  law 
to  give  them  right,  because  it  is  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nature.  As  Judge  McLean  says — Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  allow  slavciy  in  the  terri- 
tories, because  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution giving  them  that  power  ;  and  Congress 
cannot  go  beyond  the  Constitution  and  make 
that  lawful  which  is  not  lawful  by  nature.  Con- 
gress, cannot,  therefore  legislate  slavery  into  the 
territories  ;  hut  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  tor- 
bid  it  there,  upon  the  ground  that  man  is  by  na- 
ture free,  and  the  territory  is  free  territory;  and 
to  be  made  otherwise  requires  positive  law. 
There  is  no  authority  for  them  to  pass  that  law. 
Without  the  nrovision  in  the  Constitution  in  re- 
gard to  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  labor, 
where  would  you  obtain  your  authority  for  pass- 
ing the  fugitive  slave  law?  And  to  make  any 
territory  slave  territory  you  must  have  just  as 
positive  authority  for  it  as  you  had  to  p..5S  the 
fugitive  slave  law.  Whj'  could  not  this  fugitive 
slave  law  be  passed  without  the  authority  to  pass 
it  being  incorporated  into  the  Constitution?  Be- 
cause when  a  slave  gets  beyond  the  lines  within 
which  the  law  makes  him  a  slave,  he  is  free,  atd 
cannot  be  returned  to  slavery  without  violence 
or  force.  In  the  Constitution  authority  was  giv- 
en to  Congress  to  enact  the  fugitive  slave  law; 
and  I  think  it  is  n  very  hard  law  that  they  did 
pass.  And  thej'  cannot  pass  a  law  making  any 
territory  slave  territory,  because  they  have  no 
authority  under  the  Constitution  to  do  so. 

Now  is  man,  by  nature,  free,  or  am  I  mistaken 
in  that  position  ?  I  do  not  make  this  assertion 
upon  my  own  responsibility.  1  appeal  to  the 
judiciary  of  my  country  for  support  in  that  po- 
sition. Let  me  read  a  few  extracts  from  the  ju- 
dicial reports  of  this  country.  In  Walker's  Ke- 
ports,  Miss.,  page  oG — Harvey  et  al.,  vs.  Decker 
&  Hopkins — it  was  held — 

"That  slaves,  within  the  limits  of  the  north- 
west territory,  become  freemen  by  virtue  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  can  assert  their  claims 
to  freedom  in  the  courts  of  Mississippi." 
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This  goes  to  show  that  the  ordinance  of  1787 
is  not  only  binding  in  the  north-west  territory; 
but  a  slave  taken  there  can  go  before  the  courts 
of  Mississippi  and  assert  his  claims  to  freedom, 
and  those  claims  will  be  enforced. 

In  the  case  of  Rankin  v.  Lydia,  2d  A.  K. 
Marshall's  Reports,  487,  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Kentucky  said — 

"In  deciding  the  question  [of  slavery]  we  dis- 
claim the  influence  of  the  general  principles  of 
liberty,  which  we  all  admire,  and  conceive  it 
ought  to  be  decided  by  the  law  as  it  is,  and  not 
as  it  should  be.  Slavery  is  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  the  State;  and  the  right  to  bold  slaves 
under  our  municipal  regulations  is  unquestion- 
able. But  we  view  this  as  a  right  existing  by  posi- 
tive law,  of  a  municipal  character,  without  founda- 
tion in  the  laiv  of  nature,  or  the  unwritten,  or  the 
common  law.'" 

That  is  clear  and  to  the  point.  With  such  a 
decision  as  that,  that  man  is  by  nature  free,  and 
that  the  state  of  slavery  is  an  unnatural  state 
for  a  man  to  be  in,  we  have  the  foundation  of 
the  doctrine  that.  Congress  having  no  power  to 
legislate  slavery  into  the  territories,  it  cannot  go 
there,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature,  the 
unwritten  law  and  the  common  law. 

Now,  in  recfard  to  the  assertion  that  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  is  still  in  force.  I  would  refer  to 
the  Missouri  Reports  for  the  year  1836,  page  350, 
Rachel  v.  Walker.     It  is  stated — 

"That  the  act  of  Congress,  called  the  Miss- 
souri  Compromise,  was  held  as  operative  as  the 
ordinance  of  1787." 

This  decision,  in  which  reference  is  made  to 
the  operation  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  is  not 
from  an  abolition  or  free  State,  but  from  a  slave 
Stale,  where,  if  their  judges  would  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  influenced  upon  this  question  of 
slavery,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  influence 
would  be  in  its  favor.  And  yet  it  is  asserted  in 
these  slave  States  that  man  is  by  nature  free ; 
that  slavery  is  a  municipal  regulation,  bound 
aud  confined  by  the  territory  over  which  the  law 
authorizing  slavery  has  effect.  In  the  case  of 
Prigg  V.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania,  16  Peters, 
611.  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
held  that— 

"The  state  of  slavery  is  deemed  to  be  a  mei'e 
municipal  regulation,  founded  upon,  and  limited 
to,  the  range  of  the  territorial  lands." 

There  are  other  decisions  upon  this  subject, 
but  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  this  commit- 
tee by  reference  to  them.  Slaverj^  is  declared 
to  be  a  municipal  regulation,  founded  solely  up- 
on legal  enactments,  and  cannot  go  beyond  the 
territory  where  the  law  exists.  And  according 
to  this  doctrine,  the  moment  a  slave  steps  into 
a  free  State,  he  is  free,  and  no  power  can  take 
him  back  to  slavery,  except  under  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  which  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  gave  to  congress  the  right  to  pass. 

I  wish  HOW  to  refer  to  the  ordinance  of  1820 — 
the  Missouri  Compromise — which  has  attracted 
so  large  a  share  of  the  public  attention  for  some 


years  past.  I  wish  to  show,  in  regard  to  that 
act,  that  the  present  democratic  party  is  not  a 
national  party,  but  that  they  have  departed  from 
the  faith  of  their  fathers.  I  have  referred  here- 
tofore to  the  acts  of  the  men  who  framed  the 
constitution,  to  the  acts  of  Congress  passed  un- 
der it  and  approved  by  democratic  administra- 
tions, one  after  another,  forbidding  slavery  in 
the  territories.  And  if  that  is  not  now  the  doc- 
trine of  the  democratic  party,  then  they  are  not 
national,  for  they  are  opposed  to  the  constitu- 
tion as  interpreted  by  those  who  made  it. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  ordinance  of  1820 — the 
Missouri  Compromise  act.  By  whom  was  it 
passed  and  approved  ?  If  you  will  examine  Mr. 
Benton's  Thirty  Years  in  the  Senate,  on  page  8 
volume  first,  you  will  find  that  that  measure 
was  a  democratic  measure,  and  approved  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  every  member  of  his  cabinet.  It  was  a 
measure  asked  for  and  carried  through  by  the 
South.  It  contained  democratic  doctrines  then, 
forbidding  slavery  north  of  36°  30^,  in  the 
territories. 

Is  that  democratic  doctrine  now?  If  not, 
then  that  party  has  departed  from  the  faith. 

Now,  let  us  see  who,  in  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  voted  for  that  Missouri  Compromise. 
Let  us  see  if  they  were  men  who  would  be  likely 
to  vote  understandingly.  Let  us  see  if  they 
were  democrais  of  the  old  school,  men  who 
spent  their  daj's  in  the  service  of  the  democrat- 
ic party,  men  the  best  part  of  whose  lives  had 
been  consecrated  to  their  country's  service  as 
statesmen  and  philanthropists,  men  who  stood 
as  high  in  the  public  estim  ition  as  any  men  ev- 
er stood  in  the  United  States,  And  if  I  show 
that  such  men  as  these  voted  as  democrats  for 
this  measure,  that  it  was  .approved  and  sanc- 
tioned by  a  democratic  president,  and  if  I  then 
prove  that  the  present  democratic  party  do  not 
hold  to  the  doctrine  of  this  act,  at  this  time, 
then  I  prove  that  the  democratic  party  of  the 
present  day,  are  not  the  party  of  the  fathers  of 
the  constitution. 

Who  voted  for  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  tho 
Senate  of  the  United  States  ?      James    Barbour 
and  James    Pleasants,  of  Virginia  ;  democrats, 
no  one  will  doubt;  Jesse  B.  Thomas  of  Illinois; 
John  Elliott  and  Freeman  Walker,  of  Georgia  ; 
John  Gaillard  and  William  Smith,  of  South  Car- 
olina ;    Outerbridge  Horsey  and  and  Nicholas 
Van   Dyke,    of  Delaware  ;  Richard    M.  Johnson 
and  William  Logan  of  Kentucky.     [Did  not  the 
I  old  Tecumseh-killer  understand  what  democracy 
jwas?     I  have  never    heard    it  doubted.]     And 
William  R.  King  and  John  W.  Walker,    of  Ala- 
I  bama.     Was  not  William  R.  King  a  good  demo- 
jcrat?     His  life  was  spent   in  the  service  of  his 
1  party.     Did  he  not  understand  the  constitution? 
I  He  had  taken  an  oath  to  support   the    constitu- 
i  tion  of  the  United  States.     Was  he  acting  in  vi- 
!  olation  of  that  oath  when  he  voted  for  that  niea- 
!  sure?     Thei-e  were  also   William  Pinckney,    of 
i  Maryland ;     Nathaniel     Mason      and    Montfort 
i  Stokes,  of  Noith  Carolina;    Jonathan   Roberts 
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and  Walter  Lowrie,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  JamesNo- 
ble  and  Waltei  Taylor,  of  Indiana  ;  William  A. 
Palmer,  of  Verruout;  and  Jobn  F.  Panott,  of 
New  Ilampsbire. 

Were  these  men  wicked  or  insane,  or  were  they 
honesl  and  clothed  in  thiiir  ri<^ht  minds,  and 
fully  understanding  what  they  were  doii^? 
These  are  the  men  who  voted  for  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  and  carried  it  through  the  senate 
of  the  United  States.  Neail_\  every  one  of  these 
men  were  democrats— democrats  of  the  old 
school — men  whose  devotion  to  their  country 
and  to  the  rights  of  man  was  never  called  in 
question.  And  when  the  ground  is  now  taken 
that  the  Missouri  compromise  is  not  a  constitu- 
tional measure,  you  must  say  that  these  n.en  did 
not  know  what  they  were  doing,  but  advocated 
a^  measure  contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  they  had  sworn  to  support, 
and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  democratic 
ji'jrty,  if  it  is  contended  that  the  present  demo- 
cratic party  is  the  true  party. 

This  ordinance  of  1820  has  been  enacted  time 
and  time  again  by  Congress,  and  different  courts 
have  asserted  the  principle  that  Congress  had 
the  right  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  territories.  In  i  he  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  1st  Peters',  511;  The  American 
Insurance  Company  ei  al.  vs.  35G  bales  of  cot- 
ton, Canter,  claimant,  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
delivered  the  opinion,  that 

"  In  legislating  for  them  (the  territories)  Con- 
gress exercises  the  combined  powers  of  the  gen- 
eral and  l:Jtate  Governments.  " 

It  seems  that,  according  to  the  modern  doc- 
trine of  democracy,  even  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
did  not  know  what  the  constitution  meant,  or  he 
would  not  have  asserted  thnt  Congress  had  that 
right.  Now,  Iowa,  as  a  State,  can  forbid  the 
existence  of  slavery  here;  no  one  doubts   that. 

Then  it  follows  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  can  forbid  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  the  territories.  If  not,  then  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  did  not  understand  what  he  was  doing 
when  he  rendered  the  above  decision.  And  yet 
as  a  jurist,  Justice  .Marshall,  perhnps,  stands 
une(|iialled.  And  he  said  that  Congress  exer- 
cisi-d  over  the  territories  the  combined  powers 
of  the  general  and  stale  goveriinients.  Chief 
Justice  Taney  has  delivered  an  ojiinion  upon 
the  same  subject,  and  he  f|ualifies  the  right  of 
congress  to  legislate  ujjon  this  subject  of  slavery 
iu  the  territories. 

Now,  if  the  jjrcsent  Democratic  party  arc  oc- 
cupying the  ground  of  theold  Detuocratic  party, 
if  they  arc,  as  they  claim  to  be,  pur  cjccrlli'nre 
the  national  party  of  the  country,  what  will 
tliey  do  with  the  resolutions  of  the  different 
Democratic  state  convention-',  and  of  the  legis- 
latures (if  the  most  thoroughly  Domocralic 
states,  which  were  pussed  a  few  years  ago?  I 
believe  scarcely  any  Democratic  northern  state 
but  Iowa,  filled  to  declare  the  doctrine  that 
Congiess  had  the  ri.  lit  to  prohibit  the  iniro- 
duciioa  of  slavery  into   the  territories.     It  was 


done  in  New  Hampshire,  Michigan,  Ohio  and  in 
other  states.  That  was  Democratic  doctrine  a 
few  years  ago,  and  it  is  precisely  where  the  Re- 
publican party  stands  now. 

I  say,  then,  looking  to  the  history  of  the 
constitution,  the  action  of  congress  under  it,  to 
the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  time  and 
time  again,  to  the  actions  of  the  difiVrent  state 
legislatures  and  of  different  Democratic  conven- 
tions, that  the  present  Democratic  party  has 
wandered  far  from  the  doctrine  held  and  incul- 
cated as  democracy  at  that  time,  and  that  ihe 
Kepublican  party  stands  now,  where  the  fathers 
of  the  constitution  stood  then.  If  this  be  the 
case,  the  Republican  party  is  now  the  national 
party,  and  the  present  Democratic  party  stand 
committed  to  the  support  of  an  institution 
which  is  local,  and  decided  to  be  so  by  the 
courts,  and  which  ihey  now  attempt  to  make 
national. 

I  know  that  some  of  them  deny  it,  and  I  re- 
joice that  thy  do,  for  then  I  can  justly  enter- 
tain the  hope  that  they  will  see  the  error  of  the 
course  they  are  pursuing,  and  the  mischief 
which  will  inevitably  result  from  the  success  of 
their  party.  The  present  Democratic  party 
maintain  that  because  slaver}'  in  the  territories 
is  not  forbidden  in  the  constitution,  therefore  it 
is  sanctioned  by  the  constitution;  in  short,  that 
slavery  is  national  and  freedom  is  local,  and 
that  slavery  has  a  place  iii  every  teintory  until 
it  is  forbidden  by  the  people  thereof* 

Another  step  in  the  progressive  Democracy 
of  the  day  is.  that  the  people  of  a  territory,  in 
their  territorial  capacity,  have  no  right  to  forbid 
slavery  there. 

This  is  the  doctrine  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
Democratif"  party  ;  that  the  people  of  a  territory 
have  no  right  to  forbid  slavery  among  them  un- 
til they  are  called  upon  to  adopt  a  state  consti- 
tution. Deny  it,  as  gentlemen  may  at  the 
north,  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  part}'  with  which 
they  are  now  acting,  and  wliicli  elected  its  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency  in  the  last  canvass. 
The  position  which  the  present  Dcmociatio 
party  occupies,  then,  is  that  slavery  is  national 
and  freedum  local,  a  position  which  is  a-  tide- 
mncratic,  and  which  is  a  wide  departure  from 
the  doctrine  of  our  forefathers  upon  this  subject. 

I  have  been  frequently  reproached  by  my  for- 
mer political  fiiends  for  not  acting  now  with  the 
democratic  party,  to  which  I  once  belonged. 
Hut  I  tell  them  in  reply,  that  I  cannot,  as  an 
honest  man,  i-upport  the  doctrines  they  uphold  ; 
and  I  refer  them  to  the  acts  of  the  party  in  vin- 
dication of  my  position.  Gentlemen  of  the 
democratic  party  ask  with  an  air  of  tiiumph, 
who  desire  to  extend  slavery  into  the  territories 
of  the  United  States'.'  And  they  deny,  most 
emphatically,  that  the  party  with  which  they 
are  connected,  are  pledged  to  any  such  policy. 
But  deny  it  as  they  may,  the  truth  is,  the  demo- 
cratic pai-ty  stands  at  this  time  as  the  pro- 
slavery  party,  acting  with  the  slaveholders  of 
the  south  to  exleud  the  area  of  slavtjry  over  tcr- 
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ritory  now  free.  But  individual  members  of  the 
party  say  that  they  are  as  much  opposed  to 
shivery  as  I  am.  That  may  all  be  true;  but 
then  they  are  acting  with  a  party  tliat  does  want 
to  extend  it,  and  whose  leaders  seem  to  have  that 
object,  and  that  alone,  in  view. 

It  was  said  last  evening,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  there  was  a  time  when  the  whig 
and  democratic  partiej  were  battling;  with  each 
other  upon  well-defined  national  principles,  and 
there  was  then  no  North  and  no  South  ;  but 
that  the  South  were  now  to  be  found  arrayed 
on  the  side  of  the  democratic  party.  This  is 
true;  but  what  does  it  prove?  It  proves  that 
southern  States  that  formerly  acted  with  the 
whig  party,  are  now  with  the  democratic  party, 
and  that  the  democracy  of  the  present  day  is  not 
that  of  former  days,  but  they  have  deserted  their 
old  and  time-homred  principles.  We  might 
point  you  to  the  individual  names  of  Toombs, 
Benjamin,  Stephens,  and  a  host  of  the  whig 
leaders  of  other  days,  who  are  now  enrolled  in 
the  ranks  of  the  democracy.  Why  have  they 
taken  this  course  ?  Because  that  party  asserts 
the  principle  that  the  constitution  carries  slave- 
ry iuto  the  territories.  Democrats  of  the  North 
then,  are  acting  with  a  party  which  maintains 
the  principle  that  the  constiution  carries  slavery 
into  the  territories.  We  of  the  republican  party 
hold,  with  our  forefathers,  that  that  sacred  in- 
strument upholds  no  such  doctrine  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  very  reverse  ;  and  that  those  who 
liold  such  a  doctrine,  are  acting  against  its  very 
letter  and  spirit.  Can  you  blame  a  man  then, 
as  a  democrat,  for  having  turned  from  a  party 
which  has  proved  so  recreant  to  the  principles 
of  its  founders,  and  of  the  great  and  good  men 
of  former  days? 

A  man's  orthodoxy  upon  the  slavery  question 
must  be  fully  established  before  he  can  be  re- 
ceived into  favor  by  the  democracy  of  the  pres- 
ent day  ;  and  the  only  question  asked,  in  regard 
to  an  aspirant  for  an  office  at  the  hands  of  a 
democratic  administration  is,  "  is  he  right  upon 
the  slavery  question  ?"  The  only  question  ask- 
ed in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  at  this 
time,  when  a  nomination  is  made  for  any  ap- 
pointment abroad  is,  ''  is  he  right  upon  the 
slavery  question  ?"  And  if  he  is  not,  he  is  sum- 
marily rejected.  This  was  not  made  the  test 
in  former  periods  of  our  political  history.  The 
democratic  and  whig  parties  occupied  positions 
upon  this  question  very  similar,  as  you  will  see 
by  referring  to  the  resolutions  of  the  different 
State  legislatures  and  conventions. 

It  has  been  said,  upon  the  other  side,  that  the 
republican  party  are  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  while  the  democratic  party  are  the 
only  party  that  are  trying  to  uphold  it.  I  ask 
you,  who  has  asked  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union  ?  Is  it  the  party  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  act,  as  an  humble  representative?  No; 
it  is  the  democratic  party ;  and  time  and  time 
.".gain,  have  they  threatened  to  dissolve  the 
Union,  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  the 
republican    party.      But  the    republican    par- 


ty said  that  the  constitution  had  been  in  op- 
eration for  more  than  half  a  century,  and 
they  would  take  good  care  that  the  rabid 
pro-slavery  men,  who  compose  the  majority  of 
the  democratic  party,  should  not  dissolve  the 
Union,  and  they  would  take  good  care  to  pro- 
vent  the  execution  of  any  such  silly  threat  as 
that  uttered  by  one  of  their  southern  leaders, 
that  "  they  would  march  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment and  seize  its  archives  and  rob  the  treas- 
ury." 

As  I  said  before,  this  question  of  slavery  has 
no  business  here;  but  it  is  here,  and  I  am  ready 
to  meet  it.  The  doctrine  maintained  by  the 
leading  journals  of  the  democratic  party  at  the 
South  is,  that  they  have  a  right  to  hold 
slaves  without  regard  to  their  complexion.  This 
is  a  pretty  long  stride  in  the  march  of  progress- 
ive democracy,  and  one  which,  with  my  present 
feelings,  I  can  never  endorse.  I  do  not  care  how 
poor  and  degraded  a  man  may  be,  he  is  still  one 
of  God's  creatures,  and  has  the  germ  of  man- 
hood within  him,  which  if  awakened  may  lead 
to  noble  results.  There  is  not  a  democrat  here, 
who  would  acknowledge  the  right  of  a  slave- 
holder to  enslave  a  white  man,  however  poor 
and  degraded  he  may  be.  But  the  leading  jour- 
nals of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  and  which 
he  claims  to  be  a  national  party,  advocate  the 
right  to  enslave  the  white  as  well  as  the  black 
man,  and  that  slavery  is  not  confined  to  color  or 
complexion;  in  short,  that  "  wealth  makes  the 
man  and  the  want  of  it  the  fellow,"  and  that 
he  who  has  but  little  of  this  world's  goods  must 
be  condemned  to  labor  for  a  master,  and  not  for 
himself,  wife  and  children.  Ask  me  to  endorse 
such  a  doctrine  !     No,  never  ! 

The  doctrine,  as  I  said  before,  has  been  en- 
dorsed by  leading  journals  of  the  Democratic 
party,  openly  and  boldly  displayed  at  their  mast- 
head, that  the  slave-holder  has  as  good  a  right 
to  make  a  slave  of  the  poor  white  man  as  of  the 
black  man.  And  these  journals  have  heaped 
upon  the  laboring  classes  of  the  north  the  most 
approbious  epithets.  Nothing  could  be  more 
offensive,  to  an  independent  mind,  than  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  leading  democrats  during  the 
late  canvass  upon  this  very  subject.  Among 
other  things  they  said,  that  a  man  who  did  his 
own  work  was  not  fit  to  associate  with  gentle- 
men, and  they  denominated  the  industrious 
classes  of  the  north  as  a  "  parcel  of  greasy  me- 
chanics and  filthy  operatives."  You,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  I,  as  well  as  many  others  of  this  con- 
vention, I  apprehend,  would  be  placed  in  that 
category,  for  we  work  for  our  bread  with  our 
own  hands.  From  all  such  democrats  as  these, 
[  pray  Heaven  to  deliver  me.  This  is  the  po- 
sition to  which  the  democratic  party  are  now 
reduced — a  far  different  position  from  that  so 
proudly  occupied  by  them  in  other  and  better 
days.  And  they  cannot  with  truth  call  them- 
selves the  national  democratic  party,  as  once 
they  could. 

But  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  ask,  why 
all  this  sympathy  for  the  negro  '!     Because  sym- 
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pathy  with  our  fellow-beings  is  one  of  the  no- 
blest attribmes  of  our  nature,  and  it  should  be 
called  into  exercise  wherever  we  may  fiud  op- 
pression and  distress.  Aud  this  feeling  for  our 
fellow-beings  in  oppression,  whether  they  be 
black  or  white,  demands  that  we  should  say  to 
slavery,  "thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther." 
In  the  exercise  of  this  feeling,  we  have  the  u:> 
disputed  right  to  exert  our  constitutional  power 
to  stop  slavery  where  it  is.  Who  can  read  the 
thrilling  scene  enacted  at  Cincinnati  a  few  years 
since,  and  not  sympathize  with  that  poor  but 
fearless  slave  mother  flying  across  the  river 
with  her  little  children  during  the  most  cold  and 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  in  order  to  escape 
from  the  cruel  bondage  of  a  man  clothed  in  the 
image  of  his  God,  and  who  claimed  her  as  his 
slave  ?  She  reaches,  with  her  children,  the 
house  of  a  friend,  but  her  owner,  who  has  fol- 
lowed in  hot  pursuit,  comes  clothed  with  power 
to  arrest  her,  and  take  her,  with  her  children, 
back  into  slavery.  What  can  she  do?  There 
is  no  way  of  escape;  there  is  no  one  to  sympa- 
thise with  this  poor  woman,  apparently  forsaken 
by  all.  To  save  her  children  from  being  re- 
manded back  to  slavery,  she  sees  but  one  way 
of  escape,  and  that  is,  at  the  dagger's  point. 
With  the  rapidity  of  thought  she  seizes  the  fatal 
instrument,  and  stabs  her  children  to  the  heart, 
and  death  puts  a  stop  to  any  further  cruelties 
that  this  slave  owner  might  exercise  upon  these 
poor  children  of  a  slave  mother.  T  have  often 
thought,  as  in  tlie  case  of  old  Uncle  Toby,  when 
he  swore  an  oath,  that  in  consideration  of  his 
many  good  deeds,  the  recording  angel,  when  he 
came  to  read  it,  would  drop  a  tear  and  blot  it 
out  forever ;  so  in  the  case  of  this  poor  slave 
mother,  when  the  recording  angel  should  record 
the  crime  of  murder  against  her,  he  would,  in 
consideration  of  the  cruelties  which  she  had 
suffered,  and  the  trials  of  her  position,  drop  a 
tear  and  blot  it  out  forever.  Believing  in  a  just 
God,  1  would  rather  stand  before  my  judge  in 
the  place  of  that  woman,  than  in  the  place  of 
her  master.  If  ever  sympathy  was  justly  called 
into  existence,  it  was  so  in  that  case.  And  this 
affords  a  good  illustration  of  the  evils  growing 
out  the  fugitive  slave  law,  which  the  present 
democratic  party  would  carry  into  every  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Democrats  here  say  that  they  do  not  believe  in 
Blavery,  that  they  would  denounce  its  oppres- 
bions  as  readily  as  1  do,  that  they  are  inflexibly 
opposed  to  its  extension  into  territory  now  free. 
And  yet  they  support  the  jjarty  that  goes  for 
extending  it  all  over  the  country  without  any 
limit.  Is  this  not  true?  Will  not  facts  in  the 
political  history  of  tLc  country  prove  it  to  be 
true?  Who  comprise  tlie  leaders  of  the  present 
Democratic  party  ?  Which  are  the  States  that 
voted  with  that  party  ?  And  when  you  come  lo 
answer  that  question,  docs  it  not  become  appar- 
rent  that  that  party  is  acting  with  the  slave- 
holder.-'? If  the  President  nominates  a  person 
to  an  office,  a  pro-slavery  Senate  will  never  en- 
dorse that  nomination  unless    lie  is    right   upon 


the  slavery  question.  I  cannot  and  will  not  en- 
dorse such  doctrine  as  this,  and  hence  I  do  not 
act  with  the  present  Democratic  party,  and  1  re- 
joice that  I  do  not. 

But  I  would  say  to  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side,  when  they  talk  so  much  about  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  races,  and  the  necessity  for  an 
exclusion  of  the  African  race  from  the  State,  to 
what  will  their  principles  lead  them,  and  how 
are  they  to  apply  them  to  persons  who  may  have 
nine-tenths  of  Anglo-Saxon  blood  in  their  veins 
and  one-tenth  African?  Would  you  exclude 
such  persons  from  the  right  of  suffrage  ?  Would 
you  drive  them  from  the  State  as  you  would  so 
many  wild  beasts?  Is  this  right?  Is  there  no 
sympathy  in  the  heart  of  man  for  his  fellow  man? 
Vou  need  not  go  out  of  this  chamber  to  find  a 
person  who  can  tell  you  of  a  case  that  happen- 
ed in  good  old  Kentucky,  where  a  well  educated 
woman  was  driven  from  the  State  because  she 
had  African  blood  in  her  veins,  although  she 
was  married  to  a  white  man,  and  although  she 
had  been  educated  at  the  North  by  her  master — 
her  own  father.  Such  was  the  force  of  opinion 
when  it  became  known  that  she  was  a  slave,  that 
she  was  driven  from  society  and  rejected  by  her 
husband.  I  know  a  case,  in  my  own  neighbor- 
hood, of  a  gentleman  in  Louisa  county,  and  who 
now  lives  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  very  distinguish- 
ed machinist,  and  has  made  several  very  impor- 
tant inventions.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
voting  for  years  in  Louisa  county,  but  one  day 
they  refused  his  vote  because  he  had  negro 
blood  in  his  veins,  and  he  did  not  vote.  His 
father  was  as  white  as  any  of  us,  and  whether 
there  was  African  blood  in  his  veins  or  not,  I  do 
not  know.  I  mention  this  to  show  the  Demo- 
crats to  what  their  principles  will  lead  thera 
when  they  carry  thera  out  to  their  fullest  extent. 

I  have  understood  that  it  was  the  wish  of  some 
gentlemen  in  the  Convention  to  prevent  the  ne- 
gro from  holding  property  in  this  State.  But  I 
would  ask  them,  if  they  entertain  any  such  in- 
tention, to  put  it  away  as  contrary  to  the  best 
feelings  of  human  nature  ?  I  hope  that  no  gen- 
tleman, who  has  any  spark  of  feeling  left  in  his 
breast,  will  consent  to  the  introduction  of  such 
a  policy  as  this. 

But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  question 
now  before  us,  gentlemen  may  say?  Why,  sim- 
ply this,  that  the  question  of  the  extension  of 
slavery  has  been  brought  into  this  Convention, 
and  I  contend  that  the  Democratic  party  are 
acting,  as  a  party,  in  every  phase  of  this  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  to  extend  this  curse  all  over  the 
country,  and  to  make  every  part  of  our  national 
territory  slave  territory,  where  men  may  go  and 
plant  their  feet  upon  the  necks  of  slaves,  there 
to  remain  forever. 

Kansas  I  hope  will  bo  a  free  State.  Our  dem- 
ocratic brethren,  before  the  election,  said  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  its  being  a  slave  State. 
But  how  has  that  danger  been  averted,  if  avert- 
ed it  shall  be  ?  By  the  activity  and  energy 
which  the  Emigrant  Aid  society  displayed  in 
sending  out  true  and  tried  friends  of  freedem  to 
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settle  upon  her  soil.  This  is  the  opinion  of  pro- 
slavery  men  who  have  been  there.  I  recollect 
reading  a  letter  from  a  pro-slavery  man,  who 
bad  been  out  to  Kansas,  and  returned  to  Virginia, 
from  which  State  he  had  emigrated.  It  was 
published  in  the  '♦  North-East,"  a  paper  printed 
in  that  State,  in  which  letter  he  says,  that  Kan- 
sas would  have  been  a  slave  State  without  any 
trouble,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Emigrant  Aid 
society.  That  is  the  opinion  of  other  pro-slavery 
men  who  went  there  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
making  it  a  slave  State.  Our  democratic  friends 
say  that  all  the  blood-shed  in  Kansas  has  been 
caused  by  sending  abolitionists  in  there.  I 
maintain  that  they  have  saved  the  territory 
probably  from  being  polluted  with  the  curse  of 
slavery,  and  if  Kansas  becomes  a  free  State,  I 
say  to  my  republican  friends,  thanli  God,  take 
courage,  and  press  on,  until  victory  shall  crown 
.all  our  efforts,  and  until  the  last  remnant  of 
barbarism  shall  be  driven  from  our  country. 

I  started  out  in  the  first  place,  in  my  remarks, 
to  show  that  the  democratic  party  was  a  sec- 
tional party.  I  have  shown  you  by  the  course 
of  democrats  upon  this  question  in  former  times, 
that  they  acted  very  differently  from  the  democ- 
racy of  the  present  day.  The  Missouri  Compro- 
mise was  a  democratic  measure  ;  but  it  was  re- 
pealed by  the  democracy  of  the  present  day. 
Therefore  in  this  respect  there  is  not  a  conso- 
nance between  the  action  of  the  democracy  of 
former  times,  and  that  of  later  days.  I  could 
go  into  details,  and  give  you  the  views  enter- 
tained of  this  measure  by  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished memberi  of  the  democratic  party  of 
the  present  day,  if  time  would  permit,  I  will 
simply  give  you  the  opinion  of  one  of  their  most 
distinguished  leaders. 

Hon.  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  in  a 
letter  to  Hon.  C.  W.  Dudley,  says: 

"Since  then  they  (the  democratic  party,)  have 
actually  repealed  the  Missouri  Restriction, 
opened  the  Territories  to  settlement,  and  enabled 
us,  if  the  south  will  be  true  to  herself,  to  aid  in 
peopling  Kansas,  to  form  another  slave  State. 
In  1843  a  man  would  have  been  pronounced  in- 
sane, had  he  predicted  that  slavery  would  be  in- 
troduced there  by  the  removal  of  congressional 
restrictions.'' 

I  do  not  expect  to  live  many  years  longer ; 
but  I  do  hope  that  when  I  look  forth  for  the 
last  time  upon  the  earth,  I  shall  look  upon  a 
land  that  is  free.  One  thing  will  console  me  in 
my  last  moments  ;  if  my  country  is  enslaved,  no 
human  being  will  find  my  vote  recorded  in  fiavor 
of  slavery.  It  will  be  a  pleasure  in  my  last  mo- 
ments to  think  that  I  have  done  what  I  could  to 
stop  this  inhuman  traffic  in  human  beings. 

Mr.  CLARK,.^f  Alamakee.  The  able  re- 
marks made  ty  the  gentleman  from  Muscatine, 
[Mr.  Parvin,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  will 
render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  be  very  lengthy 
in  the  remarks  which  I  shall  make  upon  this  oc- 
casion. I  rise  more  for  the  purpose  of  defining 
my  position,  and  entering  my  protest  against 
the  position  assumed  by  those  who  speak  upon 
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the  other  side  of  the  question,  than  from  any 
idea,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  throw  any  light 
upon  this  subject  ;  especially  after  the  able  ar- 
guments to  which  we  have  listened. 

I  was  educated  as  a  democrat,  of  the  strictest 
sect,  too  ;  and  in  favor  of  principles,  upon  which 
I  find  that  our  government  has  been  administered 
from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  our  present 
constitution  until  within  a  few  years  past.  It  I 
am  mistaken  upon  this  point,  I  shall  be  very 
thankful  if  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  will 
convince  me  of  my  error,  and  I  will  act  with 
them  still. 

The  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,] 
last  evening,  laid  down  the  position,  that  the 
democratic  party  had  always  advocated  the 
same  principles  from  the  formation  of  our  gov- 
ernment; and  that  the  republican  party  was 
but  the  party  of  a  day.  He  said  farther,  that 
the  democratic  party  was  a  national  party,  and 
that  the  republican  parly  was  a  sectional  party. 
These  are  grave  statements.  Let  us  examine 
for  a  moment,  and  see  whether  this  position  be 
true  or  not.  In  investigating  this  question,  I 
shall  necessaiily  travel  over  the  same  ground 
occupied  by  the  gentleman  from  Muscatine.  In 
the  first  place  the  gentleman  from  Marion  says 
that  at  the  last  election  the  republican  party  re- 
ceived its  strength  from  the  north,  and,  there- 
fore, he  argues  that  they  are  a  sectional  party, 
from  the  fact,  that  in  their  national  convention 
there  was  not  a  representative  from  the  slave 
States.  And  he  says,  furthermore,  that  in  the 
democratic  national  convention,  which  nomi- 
nated their  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  every 
State  in  the  Union  was  represented. 

These  statements  all  look  plausible  upon  their 
face  ;  but  how  are  the  facts  ?  Let  us  look  for 
a  moment  and  see  how  they  are.  What  made 
the  republican  party  a  sectional  party?  Was 
there  any  thing  in  the  platform,  was  there  any 
thing  in  the  call  of  their  convention,  which  was 
sectional?  Was  there  any  thing  which  they 
adopted,  which  was  not  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions ?  Was  there  any  thing  that  was  not  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  Wil- 
mot  Proviso  and  the  Jeffersonian  ordinance,  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made  in  the  progress  of 
this  discussion  ?  An  invitation  to  act  with  them 
was  thrown  broad-cast  all  over  the  land,  north, 
south,  east  and  west,  to  every  man  of  every 
party,  who  could  unite  upon  a  general  platform 
to  stay  the  onward  and  aggressive  course  of 
slavery,  to  restrain  slavery  within  its  present 
limits  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  keep  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  free  to  the  free-born  citi- 
zens of  America.  If  this  was  sectional,  then 
was  our  government  based  upon  sectional  prin- 
ciples. 

As  has  been  shown  by  the  gentleman  from 
Muscatine,  the  principles  of  our  government 
were  based  upon  the  supposition  that  slavery 
was  sectional  and  liberty  was  universal  or  na- 
tional. The  principle  was  acknowledged,  even 
before  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution, 
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that  Congress  had  jurisdiction  over  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States.  It  was  then  the  poli- 
cy of  our  government  to  stay  the  onward  march 
of  sluvery,  and  to  hem  it  within  the  limits  which 
it  then  possessed,  so  that  it  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  step  outside  of  its  local  existence  in  the 
States  where  it  had  a  foothold.  They  said  that 
slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  should  not  be 
allowed  in  the  territory  then  denominated  the 
north-west  territory,  and  which,  at  that  time, 
comprised  all  the  territory  that  the  United  States 
possessed.  This  principle  in  our  government 
was  older  than  our  present  constitution. 

There  is  another  view  to  be  taken  of  this 
quet-tion.  to  which  I  wish  to  allude  for  a  mo- 
ment. The  members  of  the  Congress  that  pass- 
ed that  ordinance,  were  members  of  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  constitution,  under  which 
we  now  live,  one  body  sitting  in  New  York,  and 
the  other  at  Philadelphia.  Congress,  after  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  saw  fit  to  re-enact 
the  ordinance  of  1787.  They  did  so,  and  it  has 
been  adhered  to  s-ince.  If  this  be  true,  I  ask 
how  can  the  republican  party  be  called  sectional 
when  the  call  which  they  issued  to  the  people 
of  the  whole  United  States,  was  to  meet  in  con- 
vention upon  the  common  ground  of  opposition 
to  the  further  extension  of  slavery  as  laid  down 
by  the  ordinance  of  1787  ?  If  this  were  a  sec- 
tional convention,  then  all  T  have  to  say  is,  that 
our  forefathers  who  framed  the  ord-nance  of 
1787  were  sectional.  But  this  was  not  the  case, 
and  the  republican  party  convention  was  na- 
tional in  its  character,  for  they  laid  down  the 
general  principles  of  national  liberty  and  free- 
dom, in  contra-distinction  to  slavery. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson] 
Bays  that  there  was  not  a  representative  in  it 
from  any  of  the  slave-holding  States.  Grant  it ; 
and  what  does  it  prove?  It  merely  proves  that 
while  the  republican  party  was  national  in  its 
ohjfcts  and  designs,  the  southern  States  were 
esctional.  Why  did  not  the  South  come  into 
lU.it  convention,  which  was  based  upon  the  gen- 
eral princii)le8  of  equal  rights  to  all  sections  of 
t'.ie  United  States?  It  was  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  they  were  sectional,  and  they  advoca- 
ted principles  which  were  antagonistic  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  that  call ;  for  the  reason 
mat  they  had  decl.-ired  that  tliey  would  carry 
slavery  into  the  territories  of  the  Uniteil  States, 
tttid  fur  the  reason,  furthermore,  that  they  had 
pfTverted  our  government  to  their  own  ends. 
That  is  the  reason  why  they  did  not  come  into 
our  couvention. 

ll  ihe.-e  facts  do  not  prove  that  the  South  was 
sectional,  let  us  examine  one  step  farther.  At 
til*  convention  which  assembled  at  Cindnnati, 
we  find  that  the  democratic  parly  of  the  North 
met  the  South  and  proclaimed  the  right  of  every 
man  to  carry  his  property  of  every  kind  into 
the  tiTiilories  jf  the  United  States,  and  denied 
tlie  riglit  of  Congress  to  pass  any  law  to  prc\cnt 
it.  Wliiili  of  tliese  two  jiarlies  I  ask  you  w,  s 
sectional  ?  The  republican  party  laid  down  tl  e 
posiliun  that  Congress  had  the  right  to  make  ail 


needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territories,  and  to  prohibit  slavery 
therein  ;  while  the  pro-slavery  South,  with  their 
associates  of  the  North,  in  the  Cincinnati  Con- 
vention, denied  that  Congress  had  the  right  to 
legislate  for  the  territories  of  the  Uniteil  Sta' es. 
We  claim  that  these  facts  show  that  the  posi- 
tion we  take  is  true,  that  slavery  is  sectional 
and  that  liberty  is  national,  and  that  the  demo- 
cratic party,  having  acted  with  that  sectional 
party  in  the  South,  is  identified  with  it,  hag 
adopted  its  principles  and  is  prepared  to  carry 
out  the  measures  wliich  they  consider  as  vital 
to  their  schemes  of  extending  slavery. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall] 
says  that  the  Democratic  party  is  not  in  favor 
of  slavery.  I  know  we  cnnot  find  a  Democrat 
here  who  will  sav  that  he  is  in  favor  of  it. 
They  all  say  they  are  opposed  to  if.  But  let  ua 
go  back  a  few  years,  and  ascertain  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  past  what  the  Democratic  party  was, 
and  what  they  are  now  in  favor  of.  Slavery,  as 
I  said  before,  was  prohibited  in  all  the  terri- 
tories belonging  to  the  United  States  in  1787. 
That  principle  was  acted  upon  and  recognised 
as  law  by  everj'  party  which  was  in  powi  r  fi'om 
that  time  up  to  the  adoption  of  the  Missouri 
compromise. 

Upon  that  cubject  it  is  necessary,  and  it  will 
be  proper,  to  spend  a  i'ew  moments,  to  ascertain 
whether  that  princij)le,  or  that  position,  was  true 
or  not. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Mis- 
souri CO:  'promise,  no  party  and  no  administra- 
tion, so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  ever  questioned 
the  right  of  Congress  to  legislate  for  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.  In  doing  that  they 
claimed  to  do  it  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Chancellor  Kent  uses  the  following  language 
npon  this  sulgect,  in  this  first  volume  of  his 
Commentaries,  page  383: 

"With  respect  to  the  vast  territories  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  and  which  are  not  dis- 
tinct political  societies  known  to  the  constitution 
as  states,  congress  have  assumed  to  exercise  over 
them  supreme  powers  of  legislation.  Exclusive 
and  unlimited  power  of  legislation  is  given  to 
them  by  the  constitution,  and  sanctioned  by  ju- 
dicial decisions.  The  general  sovereignty  exist- 
ing in  the  government  of  the  United  States  over 
its  territories,  is  founded  on  the  con.-iitutiun, 
which  declared  that  'Congress  s  ould  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  " 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territories,  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States.' 
In  the  Michigan  territory,  congress  have,  by  the 
acts  of  7th  of  .Vugust,  1780,  and  January  11th, 
KSO.'',,  adopted  and  applied  the  principles  of  the 
ordinance  of  the  confederation  congress  of  the 
date  of  the  l:ith  of  July,  1787.  This  ordinance 
was  framed  npon  sound  and  enlightened  maxims 
of  civil  Jurispi  udcnce,  and  the  judges  appointed 
in  that  territory  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behavior.       In  the  Arkansas  territory  a  great- 
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er  subjection  is  created  to  tbe  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uuited  States. 

"  It  w-is  held  in  the  case  of  the  Canal  Com- 
pany vs.  Ilailroad  Company,  [4  Gill  (fe  Johnson's 
Rpp  )rts,  1]  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Mary- 
li;i  I  that  Cdiiscre^t  acted  in  the  government  of 
the  D  sti-i't  of  Columbia  and  other  districts,  not 
as  a  local  h-gisl  iture,  but  as  the  lejjislature  of 
tlie  Uaion  ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  State  t's.  New 
Orli':ins  N.  Company,  [11  Martin's  Reports.  8(18, 
3i)9]  it  was  held  that  the  legislature  of  the 
Orleans  terri/ory  could  grant  a  charter  bindinu 
on  the  fn'ure  -tate  of  Louisiana.  So.  in  tht- 
case  of  Williams  vs  the  Bank  of  .Michigan, 
[7  We  dell,  5:59]  the  New  York  Court  of  Errors 
ailjudged  that  tlie  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
was  within  the  scope  of  the  general  powers  of 
territorial  legislation  conferred  upon  the  Mich- 
igin  territory,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  I  mu 
ary  llth,  1805.  The  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  can  lawfully  acquire  territory  by 
conquest,  or  treaty,  must,  as  an  inevitable  con 
sequence,  possess  the  power  to  govern  it.  The 
territories  must  be  under  the  dominion  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  Union,  or  be  without  any 
government;  for  the  territories  do  not,  when 
acquired,  become  entitled  to  self  government, 
and  they  are  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  State.  They  fall  under  the  power  given  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  This  was  the 
doctrine  and  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  case  of  the  American  Insurance  Company 
vs.  Canter.  [1  Peter's  U.  S.  Report*,  .511,  and 
see  also,  3  Story's  Commentaries,  1 93, 198,  536."] 

This  principle,  that  Congress  had  a  right  ti 
legislate  for  the  territories  has  b.  en  recognized 
and  act  'd  upon  by  the  courts  of  several  of  the 
States  and  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  democratic  party  recognized 
and  acted  upon  this  principle  until  within  a  few 
years  past,  up  to  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  compromise.  Even  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States — Stephen  A.  Douglas— ten 
days  before  he  proposed  his  bill  for  the  organi- 
zation of  Kansas,  recognized  it  in  a  report  in 
which  he  says  Congress  has  a  right  to  legislate 
for  the  territories.  But  all  at  once  he,  and  the 
party  with  which  he  acted,  forsook  the  demo- 
cratic creed,  the  creed  in  which  they  were  edu- 
cated, and  which  had  been  the  policy  from  tbe 
first  foundation  of  the  government  up  to  that 
time.  I  ask  you,  then,  of  how  long  existence 
is  the  pres  ut  democratic  party  ?  I  deny  that  it 
is  the  democratic  party  of  former  years.  They 
have  forsaken  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  al- 
though they  have  retained  the  name  of  the  dera 
oci-atic  party,  they  do  not  letain  its  principles. 
It  is  not,  then,  tbe  democratic  party  of  former 
years.  From  the  position  they  once  took,  they 
at  once  turn  a  complete  summersault,  and  they 
now  take  the  position  that  Congress  has  nnriglit 
to  legislate  for  the  territories  of  the  United 
States. 

All  at  once  that  new-faugleil  doctrine  of  squat- 
ter sovereignly  is  brought  into  existence,  ia  fa- 


vor of  which,  not  a  sound  argument  can  be  ad- 
duced. This  principle  was  incidentally,  but 
very  tenderly  and  carefully  alluded  to  by  a  gen- 
tleman upon  the  other  side,  last  evening,  when 
lie  referred  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves.  What  is  the  principal  of  squatter 
sovereignty,  when  carried  out  to  its  final  result? 
It  would  reduce  men  to  having  no  government 
at  all  in  the  territories,  or  else  a  government 
which  makes  them  entirely  independent  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  Take  the  po- 
sition, for  a  moment,  that  Congres-s  has  no 
I  ight  to  legislate  for  the  territories,  that  the 
people  are  sovereign  there,  and  to  what  will 
it  lead?  They  rnay  create  a  king,  they  may 
pass  laws  establishing  a  monarchy,  and  they 
may  ask  for  admission  into  the  Union.  If  they 
have  the  right  to  make  their  own  form  of  gov- 
ernment, where  is  the  power  in  Congress  to  re- 
fuse them  admission  ?  Suppose  Congress  has 
the  power  to  reluse  them  admission  with  such  a 
constitution  and  such  in^titutions,  grant  ihem 
the  prii  ciple  of  squatter  sovereignty,  and  what 
would  be  their  next  step  ?  If  they  have  a  right 
to  make  an  independent  form  of  government, 
and  Congress  has  no  power  to  legislate  for  them, 
they  have  a  right  to  ally  themselves  with  any 
other  despotic  power  in  the  world.  That  is  the 
principle  of  squatter  sovereignty,  carried  out  to 
its  legitimate  consequences,  and  as  gentlemen 
cannot  fail  to  see,  it  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  our  existence  as  a  government. 

In  this  connection  it  will  not  be  amiss,  per- 
haps, to  read  an  extract  from  Morris'  Iowa  Re- 
ports from  a  case  there  reported,  in  which  a  de- 
cision was  made  bearing  upon  this  question.  I 
will  only  read  that  portion  of  the  case  which  has 
reference  to  this  subject. 

''But  it  is  contended,  on  the  part  of  tbe  claimant, 
that  slavery  is  not  prohibited  in  this  territory — 
that  tbe  act  of  1820,  above  mentioned,  is  a  mere 
naked  declaration,  requiring  further  legislation 
to  render  it  operative — that  it  merely  imposes  a 
duty  on  the  states  and  territories  to  be  formed 
within  the  prescribed  limits  ;  but  that,  without 
further  action  on  the  subject,  the  law  has  no, 
sanction,  and,  consequently,  no  force.  Tiiis  po- 
sition, we  think,  cannotbe  maintained.  Congress 
possesses  the  supreme  power  of  legislation  in 
relation  to  the  territories,  and  its  right  to  pro- 
hibit slavery,  at  least  in  relation  to  slaves  subse- 
quently introduced,  is  doubtless  legitimate.  Ilaa 
that  right  been  e.x.ercised  in  relation  to  this  ter- 
riory?  The  language  of  the  act  of  1820,  in 
relation  to  the  district  of  country  in  which  this 
territory  is  embraced,  is,  that  slavery  therein 
'shall  be  and  is  hereby  forever  prohibited.' 
This  seems  to  be  an  entire  and  final  prohibition, 
not  looking  to  future  legislative  action  to  render 
it  eflFectual." 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  reported.  1  believe,  by  Judge  Mason,  ia 
dire(  tly  in  point,  recognizing  not  only  the  right 
of  Congress  to  legislate  in  the  territories,  but 
r- cognizing  the  binding  force  of  this  Missouri 
Compromise,  going   the  whole  length   upon  this 
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subject.  But  why  need  I  argue  the  casefurther? 
Out  of  the  mouth  and  the  action  of  the  new 
styled  Democratic  party  will  I  judge  them  upon 
this  question.  One  of  two  things  is  positively 
true.  Either  Congress  has  the  power  to  legis- 
late in  the  territories,  or  it  has  no  such  right. 
If  Congress  has  not  the  right  she  can  make  no 
organic  law  for  the  territories;  she  can  make 
no  law  imposing  any  duty  upon  the  future  leg- 
islatures of  the  territory.  If  she  has  not  the 
right  to  legislate,  she  has  no  power  at  all  over 
them.  Where,  then,  are  the  men  who  vindicate 
the  principle  of  squattei  sovereignty  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  ?  What  do  we  see 
them  do  ?  We  see  them  bring  forward  a  bill 
and  pass  it,  without  any  objection  upon  this 
ground,  assuming  the  right  to  legislate  for  these 
territories ;  not  only  the  right  to  legislate  upon 
unimportant  matters,  but  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  peot)le  of  the  territories  may  form  a 
State  Constitution,  for  the  future  government 
of  the  territories  under  a  state  organization. 
They  not  only  assume  the  right  to  legislate  in  an 
ordinary  capacity,  but  to  lay  down  the  funda- 
mental laws  to  which  the  legislation  of  the  ter- 
ritory must  be  made  to  confonu,  or  it  will  be 
null  and  void.  I  say,  then,  that  the  very  action 
of  the  Democratic  party  is  in  violation  of  the 
first  principles  of  squatter  sovereignty,  by  which 
they  claim  to  be  governed. 

But  they  did  not  stop  there.  What  did  we 
Bce  next  ?  When  the  organic  law  was  made  in 
Kansas — when  a  vote  of  the  legislature  outraged 
both  human  and  divine  laws,  violating  the  fun- 
damental princijdes  of  the  rights  of  man,  we  find 
the  fathers  of  squatter  sovereignty,  its  right- 
hand  champions  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  advocating  the  passage  of  a  bill  repealing 
the  legislative  acts  of  Kansas  ;  not  only  claiming 
the  right  to  legislate  for  the  territories,  but  to 
override  their  legislative  action  ufterithad  gone 
into  operation  under  the  organic  law  of  the  ter- 
ritories. I  ask  the  gentlemen  how  they  can  de- 
fend this  position.  Either  Congress  has  the  right 
or  it  has  not;  and  if  they  say  that  Congress  has 
not  the  right,  how  dare  they  assume  to  exercise 
it  as  a  right? 

The  gentleman  says  that  he  is  not  in  fixvor  of 
slavery.  Is  that  true  ?  Let  us  see  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. Previous  to  the  repeal  of  the  -Missouri 
Compromise,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates  had  recognized  the  right  of  Congress  thus 
to  act.  The  bupreme  courts  of  several  of  the 
States  have  recognized  that  right  in  Congress. 
The  Missouri  Compromise,  which  existed  over 
thirty  years,  excluded  slavery  from  the  vast 
territory  which  it  covereil.  Now  who  were  they 
who  repealed  that  prohibitory  law  which  kept 
slavery  out  of  that  territory?  It  was  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Now  I  ask  you,  why  did  they  re- 
peal that  law?  Why  did  they  trample  down 
that  great  compact  which  had  been  forced  upou 
the  North? 

Let  us  go  back  n  few  moments,  if  you  please, 
and  lo(jk  at  that  contract,  and  I  will  be  very 
^riiir.     That  compact  wan  forced  upoa  the  North 


by  the  South.  The  law  was  passed  under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Mcnroe,  I  believe.  It  wag 
created  when  we  had  a  Democratic  representa- 
tion in  Congress.  We  had  a  Democratic  Senate, 
a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives,  a  Dem- 
ocratic President  and  a  Democratic  Cabinet.  It 
was  a  law  for  which  Martin  Van  Buren  stood 
forth  as  a  noted  champion.  The  North  were 
unwilling  that  Missouri  should  come  into  the 
Union  with  a  slave  constitution.  They  acted  in 
good  faith,  and  upon  the  principles  established 
in  the  early  ages  of  the  government.  They 
were  unwilling  that  another  slave  State  should 
be  added  to  the  Union.  Martin  Van  Buren,  who, 
until  within  a  lew  years,  retained  the  confidence 
of  the  Democratic  party,  who  was  a  confidential 
adviser  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  retained,  until 
lately,  the  confidence  of  Thomas  11.  Benton,  was 
one  of  those  who  took  the  ground  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  as  a  slave  State.  The  North 
was  determined  that  Missonri  should  not  come 
in,  and  the  South  that  she  should  come  in,  as  a 
slave  State.  And  then  what  did  we  hear,  and 
where  did  it  come  from  ?  The  cry  was — give  us 
Missouri  as  a  slave  State,  or  we  will  dissolve  tho 
Union  ;  and  it  came,  not  from  the  North,  but 
from  the  South.  It  was  a  new  cry  in  those  days, 
and  it  frightened  the  North.  Then,  as  a  com- 
promise, as  a  means  of  settling  this  great  and 
agitating  qestion,  the  North  yielded,  and  the 
Missouri  Compromise  was  adopted. 

It  was  a  hard  barg.ain  for  them.  The  south 
has  ever  since  got  the  lion's  share,  while  the 
north  has  the  jackal's  portion.  That  compro- 
mise, in  the  course  of  time,  became  of  inestima- 
ble value  to  the  territories  north  of  the  line. 
The  south  had  obtained  their  consideration  in 
that  bargain.  They  had  got  Missouri  into  tho 
Union  as  a  slave  State,  and  being  there,  she 
could  not  be  turned  out ;  and  in  the  lapse  of 
time  her  remaining  portion  of  the  compromise 
became  comparatively  of  little  value  ;  and  then 
she  turns  around,  and  looks  with  an  insidious 
eye  upon  the  portion  of  the  north,  and  demands 
that  her  tools  in  the  north  should  repeal  that 
compromise.  We  find  the  democratic  party 
coming  into  the  traces.  Wc  find  them  coming 
forward  of  their  own  motion,  and  not  only  en- 
dorsing the  principle,  but,  not  content  with  that, 
actually  helping  the  south  to  carry  that  measure 
through,  trampling  under  foot  that  compact. 
They  go  further,  and  claim  this  repeal  as  a  dem- 
ocratic measure,  and  require  all  who  will  not 
come  into  the  traces  to  step  out  of  the  ranks  of 
the  modern  democratic  party. 

Now  what  did  they  do  this  for?  What  did 
the  south  want  it  for?  Will  it  lio  to  tell  an  in- 
telligent people  that  the  south  did  not  wish  that 
compromise  to  be  annihilated  for  the  sake  of 
carrying  slavery  into  those  territories?  Will  it 
do  to  tell  them  that  it  was  only  an  eye-sore  to 
her,  which  «hc  did  not  want  to  look  at,  which 
she  did  not  want  to  seo  upou  the  statute  book  ? 
Will  it  do  to  say  that  that  was  all  tho  south 
wanted?  Never.  The  people  of  the  north 
would  look   upou  that  as   au   insult  offered  to 
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their  judgment  and  their  intelligence.  What 
was  the  wish  of  the  south?  It  was  to  carry 
slavery  there.  It  wa.s  one  of  the  many  branches 
of  that  grand  scheme  concocted  by  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, making  slavery  national,  and  liberty  sec- 
tional. It  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  tramp- 
ling down  the  rights  of  the  north.  It  was  done 
for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  the  avaricious 
wishes  and  dispositions  of  the  slave-holders  of 
the  south,  who  had  cast  their  greedy  eyes  upon 
the  fair  fields  of  Kansas,  and  coveted  them. 
They  wanted  Kansas  for  a  slave-pen,  and  they 
demanded  that  it  should  be  given  them,  even  to 
the  jeopardy  of  the  Union  ot  the  United  States. 
The  object  of  the  south  was  to  carry  slavery 
there ;  and  the  democratic  party  came  into  the 
traces,  and  helped  them  to  carry  it  there.  They 
tore  down  the  barriers;  and  they  are  most  clear- 
ly chargeable  with  all  the  consequences  which 
may  flow  from  it, 

But,  say  the  apologists  for  that  measure,  we 
did  not  legislate  slavery  into  the  territories. 
True,  they  did  not.  All  they  did  was  to  pull 
down  the  barrier  which  was  keeping  it  out.  It 
would  be  just  like  this  case  :  My  neighbor  has 
a  large  field,  flourishing  with  grain,  and  I  see  a 
herd  of  cattle  flocking  around  that  field,  trying 
to  gel  in.  1  pull  down  the  bars,  and  pass  along 
about  my  business.  Presently  I  am  charged 
with  turning  the  cattle  into  my  neighbors  field. 
No,  I  did  not  do  any  such  thing,  I  say;  I  only 
pulled  down  the  bars ;  that  is  all  I  did.  Now, 
sir,  that  is  all  the  democratic  party  did.  They 
only  pulled  down  the  barrier  which  kept  slavery 
out  of  the  territories. 

Is  not  this  a  true  version  of  the  case.  Have 
not  the  facts  which  I  have  detailed  Become  his- 
torical facts?  Have  they  not  been  responded 
to,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  my  friend  upon  my 
right,  [Mr.  Parvin]  ?  These  are  democratic 
measures.  They  attempt  to  justify  them,  so 
far  as  I  ever  heard  any  attempt  to  justify  them, 
simply  from  the  fact  that  they  wish  to  carry  out 
the  principles  of  squatter  sovereignty',  those 
principles  already  alluded  to,  and  I  will  not 
travel  over  that  ground  again.  But  I  contend 
that  there  are  not  in  existence  any  such  rights 
as  those  of  squatter  sovereignty.  It  is  a  mere 
lame  excuse.  It  is  the  miserable  shield  for  a 
wicked  and  a  dastardly  act.  This  is  my  hon- 
est conviction. 

There  was  another  position  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman last  night,  [Mr.  Hall,]  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer.  He  laid  down  the  brond  position  that 
the  democratic  party  are  not  in  favor  of  slavery. 
He  took  the  same  position  with  every  democratic 
speaker  I  have  heard  upon  the  stand;  before  he 
got  through  he  undertook  to  defend  slavery. 
He  undertook  to  defend  slavery  last  night.  He 
drew  comparisons  between  the  slaves  of  the 
south,  and  the  free  laborers  of  the  north.  Like 
every  democratic  speaker  I  have  ever  heard,  he 
commenced  with  being  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
concluded  with  an  attempt  to  justify  it.  Now  I 
do  not  know  that  they  are  not  opposed  to  slavery; 
but  if  the  actiou  of  the  democratic  party  in  re- 


lation to  slavery,  is  ,oppo8'tion,  and  if  such  op- 
position brings  about  suoh  results,  all  1  have  to 
say  is,  in  God's  name,  gentlemen,  cease  to  be 
opposed  to  slavery,  so  long  as  your  opposition 
brings  about  such  results  as  we  have  witnessed 
in  the  United  States  for  tbe  last  few  years.  If 
your  opposition  to  slavery  leads  you  to  act  with 
the  slave  power,  to  coalesce  with  them,  to  be- 
come their  suppliant  tools,  to  carry  out  their 
schemes,  cease  to  oppose  it.  Such  opposition 
only  adds  strength  to  the  slave  power,  only  adds 
strength  to  the  extension  of  slavery  in  our  coun- 
try, only  arrays  so  much  the  more  force  against 
the  true  friends  of  republican  institutions,  only 
arrays  so  much  the  more  force  against  the  party 
who  stand  to-day  upon  the  principles  of  Jeffer- 
son, and  Washington,  and  those  illustrious 
patriots  who  have  gone  before  us. 

The  gentleman  says  again  that  Washington 
was  a  slaveholder,  that  Jefferson  was  a  slave- 
holder ;  and  he  quotes  some  language  of  Jeffer- 
son attempting  to  prove  that  slavery  is  a  true 
condition  of  man  ;  and  quotes  also  from  the 
Farewell  Address  of  Washington,  warning  the 
people  of  the  United  States  against  sectional 
jealousies  and  quarrels.  This  may  be  all  well 
enough  in  its  place,  but  he  did  not  happen  to 
think  of  the  quotation  from  Jefferson,  in  which 
he  says  with  regard  to  slavery — "  I  tremble  for 
my  country  when  I  remember  that  there  is  a 
just  God  in  Heaven,  and  that  his  justice  shall 
not  sleep  forever."  His  zeal  in  opposing  slavery 
did  not  lead  him  to  quote  any  thing  upon  that 
side  of  the  question.  It  was  all  upon  the  other 
side. 

The  Union  will  be  dissolved,  he  says,  unless 
the  republicans  cease  this  ogitation.  The  Union 
is  to  be  the  price  of  what?  Our  liberties  V  The 
true  free-born  sons  of  the  North  who  go  into 
the  territories  of  the  Union,  cannot  go  there 
free  and  untrammelled,  if  they  are  to  come  into 
contact  with  the  degrading  influences  of  slavery 
— that  principle  is  to  destroy  our  Union,  if  we 
are  to  believe  the  gentleman  from  Des  Jloines, 
[Mr.  Hall.]  Is  it  so  ?  Has  it  come  to  this  ? 
Is  the  slave  power  so  bound  to  slave  territory 
and  their  aggressive  policy  that  they  will  really 
dissolve  the  Union  unless  the  North  yield?  lu 
the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  cry  is  too 
old.  It  has,  in  my  opinion,  ceased  to  scare  even 
old  women  and  babes.  The  South  are  not  sin- 
cere in  it.  The  South  dissolve  the  Union  ? 
And  for  what  ?  To  perpetuate  slavery  ?  They 
are  not  such  fools.  The}'  are  not  such  madmen. 
Let  the  South  dissolve  the  Union,  and  that  dis- 
solution once  effected  would  ring  the  death  knell 
of  the  la^t  slavery  that  could  exist  in  the  United 
States.  Can  the  South  keep  in  slavery  four 
millions  of  human  beings  without  the  aid  of  the 
North  ?  It  is  impossible.  The  supposition  is 
preposterous.  The  slaves  of  the  South  are  only 
kept  in  subjection  now,  for  fear  of  northern  bay- 
onets, from  the  fear  of  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. It  is  perfect  nonsense  to  talk  to  us 
about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

I  am  prepared  to  go  one  step  further.     What 
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was  this  Union  created  for?  \Vhiit  was  our 
present  constitiitic  n  adopted  for?  What  were 
its  olijects  ?  We  find  those  olyccts  stati  d  in  so 
many  words  iu  the  very  commeucemeut  of  the 
consritution  : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  more  i>eitt'ct  Uiii<iii,  establish  jus- 
tice, in-^ure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  s.^ciire  the  Idvssiiif]^-;  uf  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  do  oi-dain  and  establish  thi< 
constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America."' 

These  were  the  oojects.  The  framers  of  the 
constitution  were  so  careful,  so  guarded  in  their 
langu.i>re.  so  desirous  to  secure  those  objects, 
that  they  would  not  leave  the  construction  to 
be  merely  placed  upon  the  words, — which  from 
the  very  nature  of  man,  must  be  imperfect — 
contained  in  the  different  sections ;  but  they 
start  with  the  declaration  of  their  objects.  It 
was  their  object  to  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  And  let 
it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  constitution  rests 
upon  the  foundation  of  'he  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  was  formed  when  the  word 
"  liberty"  had  such  an  influence  over  the  three 
millions  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  United 
States,  that  it  ariTied  them  with  almost  super- 
human skill  and  power,  and  brought  them  forth 
victorious  after  a  seven  years  bloody  war  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe. 
"Liberty"'  meant  something  in  those  days.  And 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  when  they  en- 
dorsed that  preamble,  meant  what  it  said.  That 
was  the  object  ;  and  the  constitution  is  the  su- 
per.-lructiire  upon  that  foundation.  What  made 
the  constitution  dear  to  the  American  people? 
The  parchment  constitution,  in  its  intrinsic 
worth,  is  no  more  than  a  piece  of  blank  paper. 
It  »!«  useless,  senseless,  meaningless,  it  is  only 
the  blessings  which  it  secures  to  its  possessors 
which  make  it  valuable.  Now  if  we  take  the 
position  of  the  gentleman  from  De.x  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall.]  that  in  order  to  keep  the  constitution  in 
existence,  we  must  tear  out  from  it  its  vitality  ; 
if  we  take  the  i>osition  that  in  order  to  keep  thi.s 
Union  together,  we  must  tram[»Ie  under  foot  the 
(ipirit  and  meaning  of  the  constitution;  we  ren- 
der the  constitution  no  longer  sacred  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  ;  and  from  being  an 
object  of  love  and  admiration,  it  becomes  an 
object  of  deti'Staiion.  The  very  moment  that 
crmstitulion  can  be  perverted  into  an  engine  of 
injustice  and  tortuie,  an  engine  of  corruption 
and  oppression,  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States  arc  led  to  regard  it  in  that  light,  they 
will  detest  it  aa  much  as  they  have  ever  ad- 
mired it. 

If  then  the  gentleman  can  prove  to  mc  that 
the  Union,  ))ased  upon  this  constitution,  can 
only  lie  perpetuated  by  the  advancement  of  the 
principle  wliicli  liie  South  and  liie  (ieinocralic 
party  now  proclaim  to  the  world,  and  tlie  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  1  am  prepared  to  meet  the 
gentleman  there,  and  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  do 
uuL  caru  how  soou  that  Uuiuu  goes  by  the  board. 


I  do  not  say  this  in  the  name  of  the  republican 
party  ;  I  say  it  for  no  man  but  myself.  1  say 
that  1  love  the  constitution  ;  and  1  love  it  for  its 
intrinsic  value.  I  love  it  because  I  believe  that 
when  it  is  rightly  coistrued  it  secures  to  every 
man  these  inestimable  hhssings  which  the  God 
of  nature  gave  him.  But  if  the  po-ition  of  the 
gentleman  is  su>c  jitibje  of  demonstraiion,  if 
the  constitution  can  be  so  perverted  as  to  be- 
come an  i-ngine  of  torture  and  oppression,  it 
has  lost  its  value  tr.  me.  In  other  words,  if  tho 
South  can  take  that  in^trumellt  in  their  hands, 
and  can  carry  slavery  bv  it  into  the  territories 
of  the  United  States;  if  they  can  overrun  the 
northern  States,  as  they  claim  they  have  a  right 
to  do  under  that  constitution,  it  is  no  longer  a 
constitution  for  me.     Where  will  they  stop  ? 

This  Iffads  me  to  another  point;  where  will 
the  South  stop  in  this  matter,  that  S(  uth  with 
which  the  Democratic  party  of  the  iS'orlh  are 
acting  ?  This  inquiry  leads  me  to  go  back  again 
for  a  few  moments,  if  you  will  bear  with  nie. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  Democratic  party 
was  a  party  defending  state  rights.  There  was 
a  time  in  the  history  of  the  country,  when  the 
Democratic  party  stood  forth  as  the  peculiar 
champion  of  state  sovereignty  asd  state  rights, 
and  was  jealous  of  the  power  of  the  central 
government.  The  time  was  once  when  there 
were  two  parties  arrayed  against  each  other  in 
this  country,  one  called  the  Federal  party  and 
the  other  the  Republican  party  ;  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  Federal  party  believed  that  the 
constitution  should  be  adopted  liecause  it  did 
not  confer  any  power  which  would  be  dangerous 
to  the  states,  while  the  other  party,  claiming  to 
be  the  states"  rights  party,  was  opposed  to  tliem; 
and  even  that  stigma  thrown  upon  the  federal- 
ists, has  been  handed  down  to  us  as  a  cant 
phrase  within  my  own  remembrance. 

And  now  what  do  we  find  the  Democratic 
party  advocating,  and  whom  do  we  tind  tliem 
acting  with?  They  are  acting  with  the  South  ; 
and  that,  too,  when  the  South  demands — what? 
Let  us  look  for  a  moment. 

They  demanded  that  the  fugitive  slave  law 
should  be  passed.  Was  there  any  need  of  that 
law  being  passed?  Was  there  any  necessity  for 
it,  to  cany  out  honestly  and  faithfully  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution?  I  say,  no,  and  I 
am  willing  to  meet  any  man  upon  that  position 
ai  any  reasonable  time.  Hut  that  one  act,  m  it.-elf, 
was  the  most  aggressive  and  overreaching  in  tho 
strife  toward  the  centralization  of  jiower  liy  tl  e 
general  government  that  has  ever  bem  adopted 
by  any  congress  of  the  United  St;ites.  \S  hut 
1  lilies  it  do?  It  assumes  the  right  to  override 
j  ihe  state  sovereignty.  It  assumes  the  right  to 
I  trainide  down  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  that 
I  bulwaik  id  Kiiglish  libeity.  It  assumis  tho 
I  right  to  iramphr  into  the  dust  the  jight  of  jury 
j  trial,  that  piilladiuin  of  Anieiican  institutions. 
It  is  urged  ly  the  South,  that  it  was  not  a  p.irty 
or  a  sectional  measure.  Northern  men  (d"  both 
I)arlies  came  into  the  traces.  We  tind  Clay  and 
Webster,  as  well  as  Democratic  men,  advocating 
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nnd  voting:  for  the  fugitive  slave  law.  It  did 
not  pass  either  as  a  Whig  or  a  Democratic  mea- 
sure, for  it  was  purely  a  Southern  measure 
But  how  stand  the  parties  now?  Wc  find  it 
claimed  as  a  Democratic  measure,  endorsed  by 
their  platform  ;  and  every  man  who  would  be 
considered  a  good  Democrat  is  required  to  sub- 
scribe to  its  faith. 

What  is  it  that  has  wrought  these  changes? 
What  is  it  that  has  driven  the  independent  and 
fearless  Democracy  up  to  this  mark  within  the 
last  few  years  ?  The  state  of  New  York  used  to 
be  Democratic;  but  now  the  Democratic  pai  ty 
is  neither  the  first  nor  the  second,  but  the  third 
party  in  the  State.  What  has  wrought  this 
change  ? 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  question:  what  other 
principles  do  we  find  the  South  claiming,  that 
party  with  which  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
North  claims  to  act?  We  find  them  advocating 
the  principle  that  this  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  being  common  property,  purchased  with 
the  common  treasure  and  blood  of  the  country, 
or  acquii-ed  as  a  common  government,  is  open 
to  all.  They  claim  that  while  the  North  take 
their  property  to  those  territoiies,  it  w<>uld  be 
unjust  to  exclude  the  South  from  taking  their 
])ri)pert3'  ihetc.  They  therefore  claim  at  the 
hands  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  exercise  that 
right.  The  Democratic  party  have  acquiesced 
in  it,  and  say  that  Congress  cannot  legislate 
slavery  out  of  the  territories. 

They  have  gone  even  further  in  relation  to 
Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Mr.  Mace,  of  Indiana, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  ihat 
question  was  up  in  Congress,  proposed  an 
aiuendment,  providing  that  thelegislatureof  the 
territory  of  Kansas  might  have  the  right  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  that  territory  if  they  wished. 
That  proposition  was  distinctly  offered  and  dis- 
tinctly voted  upon.  And  the  South,  with  the 
Democrats  of  the  North,  voted  down  that  pro- 
position, and  thus  denied  their  own  principles 
of  squatter  sovereignty.  That  very  party  which 
assumed  the  position  that  Congress  could  not 
legislate  for  the  territories,  assumed,  also,  in 
framing  an  organic  law  for  the  territory  of  Kan- 
sas, to  refuse  to  grant  to  that  territory  the  rignt 
to  abolish  slavery  there  if  they  wished  to  do  so ; 
nnd  they  established  the  principle  that  the 
South  should  have  the  privilege  of  carrying 
slavery  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
Qt  the  expense  and  cost  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     This  was  a  part  of  the  measure. 

They  claimed  the  right,  I  say,  to  carry  their 
flaves  there  as  property.  Now  I  will  admit  that 
the  proposition  is  apt  to  stagger  one  at  the  first 
blush.  To  the  superficial  reader  or  observer  it 
looks  very  plausible.  It  is  true  that  if  the  North 
have  the  right  to  carry  their  property  there  the 
South  should  have  the  same  right ;  but  we  lose 
sight  of  the  great  principle  which  underlies  all 
government,  when  we  superficially  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  therefore  the  South  have  the 
right  to  carry  their  slaves  there.     In  reality,  the 


North  has  no  privileges  which  are  not  granted 
to  the  South.  By  the  law  of  nature  and  nature's 
God,  and  by  the  common  law  of  our  land,  1  can 
hold  property  in  a  h(»se,  an  ox,  or  any  kind  of 
property  but  land,  without  any  organized  act, 
without  any  legislative  act,  without  any  munici- 
pal guaranty  or  right.  I  hold  it  independent  of 
this.  Nay,  I  go  further,  and  say,  they  have  no 
right  to  deprive  us  of  this  right.  Is  it  so  when 
we  come  to  talk  about  property  in  man  ?  Clearly 
not.  By  the  laws  of  nature  and  nature's  God, 
by  the  institutions  of  the  country,  and  by  the 
common  law  of  the  land,  by  the  operation  of  the 
constitution  which  is  carried  into  the  territory, 
wherever  our  flag  floats  or  the  United  States 
government  extends,  by  those  laws  men  cannot 
hold  property  in  their  fellow  men.  He  can  only 
hold  it  by  local  laws,  positive  local  laws.  Now, 
suppose  that  the  State  of  Missouri  passes  a  law 
permitting  me  to  hold  property  in  a  fellow  man. 
Where  does  it  give  me-the  right  to  hold  that 
property?  Does  it  make  my  fellow  man  my 
property  anywhere  out  of  the  State  of  Missouri? 
Are  the  legislative  enactments  of  Missouri  of  any 
force  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State?  I  appre- 
hend not.  I  am  not  compelled,  even  if  1  am  a 
citizen  of  Missouri,  to  hold  any  property  in  my 
fellow  man  ;  and  if  I  do  it  at  all,  I  do  it  volun- 
tarily, knowing  the  liabilities  and  disadvantages 
incurred  in  investing  my  money  in  that  kind  of 
property  ;  knowing  that,  as  I  hold  it  under  the 
laws  of  Missouri,  I  can  only  hold  it  where  those 
laws  are  operative.  I  know,  or  ought  to  know, 
and  am  presumed  to  know,  that  I  cannot  take 
that  property  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State 
and  continue  to  hold  it  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of 
that  State.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  moment 
I  pass  the  dividing  line,  the  moment  1  pass  be- 
yond the  juirsdiction  of  the  State,  whose  laws 
have  made  my  brother  my  property,  he  stands 
forth  disenthralled,  emancipated,  a  man. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  citizen  of  the  North  has  no 
right  to  hold  property  iu  his  fellow-man  and  to 
carry  him  there.  That  right  does  not  exist. 
Nor  has  the  citizen  of  the  South  any  such  right. 
Men  cannot  be  carried  there  in  the  shape  of 
property,  either  by  the  North  or  by  the  South. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  The  aid  societies  of  the 
North  have  transported  men  to  Kansas  for  the 
purpose  of  moulding  the  institutions  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Granted,  for  the 
sake  of  argument;  but  it  does  not  refute  the 
position  I  have  taken.  They  do  not  carry  them 
there  as  property ;  and  when  there  they  do  not 
assume  to  hold  them  as  property. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  They  are  the  very  worst 
kind  of  property. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Perhaps  so,  in 
the  opinions  of  the  new-fangled  democracy. 
They  still  have  the  scales  upon  their  eyes;  and 
these  new-fangled  ideas  seem  to  have  infatuated 
them,  verifying  the  saying— "  whom  the  gods 
wish  to  destroy,  they  first  make  mad."  Now  let 
us  look  a  little  further.  The  North  have  no 
right  to  take  property  in  man   into  the  territo- 
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ries  ;  they  cannot  take  it  there.  Then  they  are 
upon  an  equality.  Coming  from  the  North  or 
the  South,  from  any  part  of  the  Union,  they  go 
there  upon  an  equal  footing,  as  brothers.  But 
the  very  moment  that  you  establish  the  other 
principle,  that  the  slaveholder  may  take  his 
property  in  man  there,  we  do  not  go  into  the 
territories  upon  an  equality.  A  privileged  class 
is  esttblished  there.  The  citizen  of  the  North, 
nurtured  under  free  institutions,  is  compelled, 
in  going  there,  to  live  under  the  degrading  influ- 
ences of  slavery. 

There  was  another  remark  made  by  the 
Achilles,  the  great  champion  of  the  democratic 
party  here,  which  perhaps  deserves  a  passing 
notice.  He  says  that  our  glorious  Union,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  carry  pro- 
tection to  every  human  being  in  every  land, 
where  our  flag  floats.  He  left  out  one  little  item 
in  that  assertion.  We  happen  to  have  in  our 
own  land  a  population  a  little  larger  than  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  a  pop- 
ulation of  six  m  llions  of  human  beings  who  are 
now  deprived  of  the  very  first  attributes  of  hu- 
manity, in  our  southern  States,  notwithstanding 
the  protection  of  the  constitution  and  the  Union. 
By  the  local  laws  of  their  States,  they  have  had 
their  manhood  torn  from  them  ;  the  image  of 
God  in  which  they  were  created,  has  been  strip- 
ped from  them,  and  they  have  been  dragged  to 
the  earth  and  trampled  under  the  iron  heel  of 
slavery,  until  they  are  perhaps  more  degraded 
sometimes  than  the  brutes  themselves. 

They  tell  us  that  if  we  do  not  have  this  re- 
striction, the  shives  will  overrun  our  country. 
We  do  not  see  them  i  i  this  State,  except  when 
flying  from  southern  bondage,  and  on  the  way 
to  the  North,  flying  from  the  bloody  talons  of 
the  American  eagle  perched  upon  this  constltu- 
sion,  to  settle  down  under  the  protection  of  the 
shaggy  mane  of  the  British  Lion;  seeking  there 
the  protection  of  which  we  rob  them.  What  a 
comment  upon  the  glorious  Union,  and  the  glo- 
rious constitution  which  my  friend  lauds  to  the 
skies,  forgetting  the  wrongs  perpetrated  in  half 
of  the  Stales  of  the  Union  under  this  constitu- 
tion. There  is  virtue  in  that  constitution;  and 
when  I  make  these  remarks  I  do  not  make  them 
for  the  purpose  of  throwing  any  odium  upon 
that  constitution.  The  constitution  is  right 
The  constitution,  if  carried  out  correctly,  would 
be  right;  but  that  constitution  has  been  per- 
verted by  the  leaders  of  the  great  democratic 
party, — I  do  not  mean  the  great  mass  of  the 
party,  for  I  believe  their  hearts  throb  for  free- 
dom as  much  as  they  ever  did,  and  as  much  as 
the  republicans.  But  devices  are  resorted  to  in 
order  to  keep  them  from  following  the  impulses 
of  their  hearts.  The  constitution  is  right  ;  the 
great  American  heart  is  right ;  but  tliotault  lies 
in  that  designing  class  in  the  community  who 
are  dctcrnuned  to  root  out  the  very  first  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  the  constitution,  and  to  make 
it  in  f.kct  valueless  and  worthless. 

In   what  company   are  my  northern    friends 


found  at  this  time  ?  Is  it  with  republicans  ?  Is 
it  with  democrats  ?  Is  it  with  that  party  who 
advocate  and  adhere  to  the  principles  that  led 
our  forefathers  forth  to  battle?  Go  into  the 
southern  States  ;  and  wuat  do  you  find  there? 
The  liberty  of  speech,  the  liberty  of  the  press  are 
cloven  down.  Even  in  Virginia,  that  Virginia 
which  was  once  the  cradle  of  liberty,  a  man 
cannot  speak  or  write  his  sentiments  upon  this 
question.  In  our  last  Presidential  canvass  there 
were  men  there  who  attempted  this,  who  took 
papers  from  the  north  ;  but  they  were  obliged  to 
flee  from  their  native  land,  for  no  other  fault 
under  the  sun,  but  daring  to  believe  that  the 
self-evident  truths  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence were  truths,  were  realities,  for  no 
other  offence  than  believing  and  saying  that  all 
men  were  created  equal,  for  daring  to  demand 
for  themselves  the  right  to  question  the  right- 
fulness of  the  institution  of  slavery.  Public 
opinion  is  alive  on  this  subject.  The  gentleman 
has  talked  about  the  nii/ger.  If  I  hated  the  ne- 
gro with  as  perfect  hatred  as  the  gentleman,  my 
principles,  and  my  position,  would  be  the  same. 
But  when  the  democratic  party  thretv  out  that 
slur,  I  say  that  they  misrepresent  the  people, 
and  stand  in  opposition  to  the  great  eternal 
truths  they  claim  to  be  fighting  for. 

He  who  in  the  north  wmld  enslave  the  negro, 
who  would  strip  the  negro  of  the  rights  with 
which  he  was  created,  who  would  rob  him  of 
his  manhood,  would  rob  you  or  me.  The  same 
principle  has  robbed  millions  upon  millions  of 
white  people.  There  need  not  be  one  sentence 
of  the  law  of  the  soutiern  States  changed,  they 
can  remain  as  they  are  now,  and  yet  with  a 
mere  change  of  circumstances  the  present  task- 
masters can  become  the  slaves,  and  the  present 
slaves  the  masters.  The  right  to  enslave  the 
black  man  is  not  predicated  upon  principle.  It 
is  predicated  upon  the  power  of  might  over 
right.  It  is  the  power  which  the  tiger  has  over 
his  prey.  Upon  no  other  principle  can  it  be  de- 
fended. Do  you  tell  me  ^hat  the  slave  States 
are  not  in  favor  of  the  advancement  of  slavery  ? 
You  may  as  well  tell  me  that  the  sun  does  not 
rise  in  the  east,  nor  set  in  the  west.  Their 
policy,  and  their  very  existence  requires  it. 
There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three 
hundred  thousand  men  in  the  southern  States 
who  are  slaveholders.  That  little  band  of  slave- 
holders forms  a  perfect  ai'istocracy.  They  wield 
not  only  the  destinies  of  their  own  people,  their 
own  number,  and  their  own  slaves,  but  the  great 
mass  of  the  white  people  are  kept  by  them 
almost  upon  a  level  with  the  slave,  almost  upon 
a  level  with  the  black  man.  They  have  got 
their  iron  heels  and  despotic  power  fastened 
almost  as  securely  upon  the  great  mass  of  tho 
white  people  as  upon  tho  slaves. 

Tho  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  tell  us  that 
we  must  cease  this  agitation.  We  must  not  ag- 
itate the  public  mind  by  advocating  the  princi- 
])le3  of  the  republican  party.  We  must  not  raiso 
these  questions.  These  questions,  wo  are  told, 
arc  beyond  the  reach  of  human  power.     They 
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are  implanted  ia  the  very  nature  of  thing. 
Liberty  and  slavery  are  antagonistic  principles 
They  can  never  exist  and  flourish  in  the  same 
country  for  any  length  of  time,  any  more  than 
oil  and  water  can  be  made  to  harmonise.  One 
will  necessarily  predominate  at  the  expense  of 
the  other.  Quiet  agitation  upon  this  subject ! 
Let  the  gentleman  do  it  as  much  as  he  pleases. 
Let  him  place  the  whole  South  with  the  great 
democratic  party  of  the  North,  upon  the  necks 
of  these  four  millions  of  people,  and  upon  the 
principles  which  are  violated  in  the  community 
every  day.  Let  them  bear  down  upon  them  with 
all  the  force  they  have  got.  But  I  tell  you  that, 
bye  and  bye,  in  spite  of  all  this  force  those  peo- 
ple will  rise  up,  and  there  will  be  a  commotion 
that  will  hurl  aside  those  men  that  are  at  the 
top,  and  they  will  be  just  as  likely  to  fall  at  the 
bottom  as  anywhere  else.  It  is  in  vain  to  think 
that  man  can  rob  his  fellow  man  without  having 
the  wrong  rebut  upon  himself. 

Gentlemen  talk  about  agitation.  All  I  wish 
to  say  in  reply,  is:  Do  right;  bring  our  govern- 
ment back  to  its  first  principles,  and  administer 
it  upon  those  principles  ;  and  you  need  not  fear 
agitation.  How  many  years  is  it  since  there 
were  but  two  great  parties,  north  and  south,'the 
democratic  party  and  the  whig  party  ?  But  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  compromise  mea- 
sures, in  1850,  the  famous  fugitive  slave  law  was 
enacted.  I  notice  that  my  friend  who  has  just 
spoken,  [Mr.  Parvin,]  although  he  cannot  con- 
cur in  the  fugitive  slave  law,  still  seems  to  re- 
cognise it  as  a  law.  I  cannot,  and  never  shall. 
It  is  a  libel  upon  the  English  language  to  call 
it  a  law.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  the  Compro- 
mise measures,  we  find  the  great  whig  and  dem- 
ocratic parties  laying  down  their  platforms  ,  and 
that  they  both  resolve  that  agitation  shall  cease. 
Both  the  great  parties  declared  that  they  would 
frown  upon  it ;  they  would  put  it  down  ;  they 
would  discountenance  it.  They  elected  their 
President  upon  that  principle.  And  how  long 
did  the  resolution  last  ?  It  never  will  be  effect- 
ual until  man  obtains  the  power  to  repeal  the 
laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God.  Just  so 
sure  as  God  is  omnipotent,  just  so  sure  as  eter- 
nal and  everlasting  right  pervades  all  his  works, 
just  so  sure  as  error,  when  it  comes  in  conflict 
with  truth,  must  sooner  or  later  fall,  just  so 
sure  those  who  vote  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  right,  will,  in  the  end,  find  themselves  want- 
ing. 

What  has  occasioned  the  downfall  of  other 
nations  ?  There  is  no  necessity  of  human  gov- 
ernment being  of  limited  duration.  If  our  gov- 
ernment was  based  upon  eternal  principles,  and 
was  carried  out  in  harmony  with  them,  it  would 
become  as  everlasting  as  the  principles  them- 
selves. Go  back  to  Rome,  Greece,  or  any  of 
the  ancient  nations  which  have  flourished,  and 
fallen.  Go  back  and  compare  them,  if  you 
please,  with  our  own,  upon  the  very  principle 
which  the  gentleman  has  referred  to,  the  protec- 
tion which  is  afforded  to  mankind  under  the 
American  flag.      Time  was  when    the    Roman 
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eagle  glistened  in  the  rising  and  the  setting  sun. 
It  was  then  sufiicient  to  protect  any  man  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  He  had  but  to  declare  "  I 
am  a  Roman  citizen,"  and  none  dared  to  molest 
him.  What  has  become  of  that  great  nation  ? 
They  foundered  their  bark  upon  the  everlasting 
principles,  the  violating  of  which  are  now  cor- 
rupting and  absorbing  our  government.  Take 
any  other  government  which  has  ever  existed 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  which  has  ceas- 
ed to  exist,  and  you  will  find  that  the  seeds  of 
decay  were  the  same.  No  human  government 
can  ever  be  permanent,  if  based  upon  principles 
antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  the  great  law- 
giver; for  they  have  in  them  the  seeds  of  their 
own  dissolution,  which,  sooner  or  later,  will 
grow  to  maturity  and  ripen. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  waa 
agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair— 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee ot  the  whole  had  had  under  consideration 
the  subject  referred  to  them,  had  made  some 
progress  therein,  and  Lad  instructed  him  to  ask 
leave  of  the  convention  to  sit  again. 

The  report  was  received,  and  leave  granted 
accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson, 
The  convention  then  took  a  recess  until  this 
afternoon  at  two  o'clock. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  2  p.  m.,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Order  of  Business. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  desire  to  make  a  i&vr  re- 
marks, preliminary  to  a  motion  which  I  shall 
submit  to  the  Convention.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  point  we  have 
reached,  and  whither  we  are  drifting.  We  have 
embarked  upon  a  debate  here  of  a  partisan  char- 
acter, which,  if  continued,  will  be  likely  to  con- 
sume a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  this 
Convention.  I  have  no  disposition,  myself,  to 
stop  the  progress  of  this  debate.  If  gentlemen 
desire  to  make  speeches  on  national  politics,  I 
certainly  will  not  interfere  ;  but  I  desire,  so  far 
as  I  can,  to  expedite  the  real  business  of  this 
Convention.  It  was  for  that  purpose  I  came 
here. 

The  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,] 
made  a  speech  on  yesterday — the  first  speech  of 
a  purely  partisan  character  that  has  been  made 
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in  this  body.  He  was  followed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,]  with  like 
partisan  speeches.  This  morning  we  had  the 
same  kind  of  speeches  from  the  gentleman  from 
Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark.] 

I  say  I  have  no  disposition  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  this  debate  ;  but  there  are  other  matters, 
1  think,  which  have  higher  claims  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Conveotion  than  a  debate  up- 
on this  matter  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  this  Convention  has  fixed 
upon  the  fourth  of  next  month  as  the  day  of 
final  adjournment;  and  I  trust  that  every  gen- 
tleman who  voted  for  fixing  that  day  as  the  time 
for  our  final  adjournment,  will  hold  inflexibly 
to  it.  I  do  think  thei-e  is  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  not  be  prepared  to  adjourn  at  that 
time.  There  are  matters  of  importance  upon 
the  table  of  the  Convention,  to  be  acted  upon  by 
us ;  for  instance,  there  is  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands  ;  there  is 
the  report  of  the  select  commitee  on  incorpora- 
tions, and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  mis- 
cellaneous subjects.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule  will  be  laid  before  us  in  a 
short  time.  All  of  these  reports  will  require  a 
good  degree  of  consideration. 

I  know  that  it  is  the  desire  of  every  gentle- 
man here  to  get  home  as  soon  aapossible.  I  am 
myself  anxious  to  get  home,  and  I  presume  ev- 
ery gentleman  here  participates  in  that  feeling ; 
but  1  have  no  doubt  there  will  be  ample  time  to 
discuss  these  questions,  and  carry  on  the  debate 
which  we  had  last  night  and  this  morning.  We 
can  do  that  either  at  night,  or  at  some  other 
time  wh«n  we  are  waiting  for  other  business. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  feeling  of 
the  Convention  upon  this  subject,  1  move  that 
the  Convention  now  proceed  to  consider,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  report  of  the  committee 
oa  education  and  school  lands. 

I  will  say,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  said,  that 
this  debate  has  assumed — and  there  is  no  use 
in  attempting  to  disguise  the  fact —  a  purely 
partisan  character  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  parties 
represented  upon  this  floor  are  concerned,  there 
have  been  thr«e  upon  the  one  side  and  two  upon 
the  other  engaged  in  this  discussion.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  confined  his 
remarks  entirely  to  the  subject  before  the  Con- 
vention ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Kcott,  [Mr. 
KUs,]  made  no  party  speech.  I  was  about  to 
say  that,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  the  Democratic 
side  of  the  Convention  would  bo  entitled  to  the 
floor ;  but  I  understand  they  arc  willing  to  fore- 
go their  claims  upon  this  point,  and  go  on  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
school  lands. 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  hope  we  will  not  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  upon  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion until  this  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  disposed  of.  Several 
gentlemen  are  desirous  of  going  on  with  the  dis- 


cussion which  has  been  commenced,  and  I  hope 
we  will  settle  that  before  we  enter  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  any  other  subject. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  hope  the  convention  will 
take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  school  lands.  I  was  very  much  disap- 
pointed this  morning,  at  the  vote  of  this  con- 
vention, by  which  it  decided  to  go  on  with  this 
partisan  debate,  in  preference  to  taking  up  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  legitimate  business  of  this 
convention.  I  hope  the  party  upon  the 
other  side  will  be  satisfied  with  what  has  been 
already  said.  For  one,  I  have  had  enough.  I 
am  perfectly  content.  And  I  hope  no  gentleman 
upon  this  floor,  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong, 
will  have  any  desire  to  take  up  the  time  of  this 
convention  in  discussing  party  politics  here.  It 
seems  to  me,  such  a  discussion  is  entirely  out  of 
place  here,  and  I  hope  the  con\  ention  will  take 
up  the  business  legitimately  before  it.  and  which 
we  all  came  hero  to  transact. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  It  is  a  fixed  and  favorite 
maxim  with  the  political  party,  with  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  acting  during  the  short 
period  of  my  political  life,  that  all  delib  erative 
bodies  should  confine  themselves  exclusively  to 
the  legitimate  sphere  of  their  duties.  It  has 
been  my  experience  that  the  losing  sight  of  this 
maxim  has  done  more  to  injure  us  as  a  country, 
through  the  wrong  action  of  our  deliberative 
bodies,  than  any  other  thing.  I  am,  therefore, 
opposed,  in  point  of  principle,  to  continuing 
this  discussion.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood, however,  nor  do  I  presume  my  colleagues 
will  desire  to  have  it  understood,  that  we  have 
any  fears  of  the  result  of  the  debate  upon  this 
subject,  either  here  or  elsewhere.  But  the  fact 
is  that  we  feel  that,  under  the  oath  which  we 
have  taken  here  to  do  our  duty  to  our  constitu- 
ents, we  should  not  consume  any  more  time  in 
discussing  this  question,  which  is  evidently  ex- 
traneous. 

I  felt  a  delicacy  about  taking  this  position 
against  the  further  continuance  of  this  discus- 
sion, from  the  fact  that  it  was  thrust  upon  us 
from  the  other  side  of  the  convention.  It  was 
with  this  view  that  I  have  withstood  the  temp- 
tation— for  there  are  temptations  of  that  char- 
acter— when  I  hoard  the  party  assailed  which  I 
love,  to  which  I  look  for  the  preservation  of  our 
civil  liberties — I  have  resisted  the  temptation 
tion  to  ri»e  in  my  seat  and  use  my  tongue,  the 
tongue  my  Maker  has  given  me,  in  the  defence 
of  that  party  and  its  principles.  But  I  have 
withstood  it  so  far,  and  I  think  I  shall  try  to  do 
it  hereafter.  I  shall  vote  to  turn  our  backs 
upon  this  discussion,  because  I  believe  I  am 
bound  by  my  oath  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ATILSON.  I  cannot  permit  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mills  [Mr.  Solomon]  to 
pass  without  some  notice.  According  to  my 
recollection  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  it 
is  not  tho  Republican  party  that  are  justly 
chargeable  with  having  commenced  this  discus- 
sion. As  I  understand  it,  this  discussion  had 
its  origin  in  the  minority  report  upon  this  ques- 
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tion,  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall].  That  is  the  way  it  came 
here.  That  was  the  moving  cause,  operating 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Kepublican  members  of 
this  body,  leading  to  this  discussion.  And  I 
shall  not  sit  here  silently  and  hear  that  charge 
brought  against  the  Republican  party,  without 
entei'ing  my  protest  against  it.  We  did  not  ori- 
ginate this  discussion.  It  was  originated  by  the 
other  side. 

On  the  minority  report  hangs  the  whole  diffi- 
culty, and  to  it  belongs  all  the  blame,  if  any 
blame  there  be,  to  be  attached  to  this  discus- 
sion. 

Now,  I  shall  vote  against  postponing  this 
subject  and  taking  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lands.  I  want  this 
matter  determined.  We  must  go  through  this 
discussion,  and  determine  this  question  at  some 
time,  and  we  may  just  as  well  do  it  now  as  at 
any  other  time. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  about  evening  sessions, 
but  I  apprehend  that  those  who  talk  the  most 
about  evening  sessions,  do  not  care  much  about 
meeting  with  us  then. 

I  hope  the  convention  will  go  on  with  this 
matter,  and  if  we  can  get  through  with  it  to- 
day, let  us  do  so,  and  have  it  out  of  the  way. 
We  can  then  go  on  with  the  other  business. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  cannot  sit  still,  and  per- 
mit myself  to  be  made  the  scapegoat  for  what 
other  gentlemen  of  this  convention  have  done. 
The  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson]  has 
given  us  a  true  statement  as  to  what  led  to  this 
political  discussion.  On  yesterday  I  saw  the 
attempt  at  political  manceuveriug  upon  the  part 
of  the  Democracy  of  this  convention,  to  have 
the  elaborate  report  of  the  minority  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage  printed 
by  the  convention,  and  sent  forth  to  the  world 
in  order  that  they  might  make  it  appear  that  the 
report  of  the  majority  had  been  endorsed  by 
this  convention,  when  in  fact  that  special  com- 
mittee had  had  under  consideration  the  unani- 
mous report  of  a  standing  committee  of  this 
body.  And  those  gentlemen  wasted  the  whole 
of  the  forenoon  in  calling  the  yeas  and  nays, 
endeavoring  to  force  us  to  consent  to  themotion 
to  print.  What  was  the  position  I  then  took? 
It  was  that  if  they  were  allowed  to  have  this 
report  printed,  it  would  be  necessary,  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  case,  that  this  question  should 
be  discussed,  either  this  week  or  sometime  be- 
fore the  convention  adjourned.  If  we  acted 
upon  it  at  all  we  would  be  compelled  to  discuss 
it.  And  if  we  printed  it,  it  would,  therefore, 
only  delay  the  business,  and  prolong  the  session 
of  this  convention. 

And  when  I  saw  the  political  manoeuvring  of 
the  democratic  party,  to  entrap  us  in  that  posi- 
tion, I  fought  it  at  the  very  threshold.  My  ob- 
ject was  to  bring  the  question  before  the  con- 
vention immediately,  allow  every  member  who 
should  think  itright  and  proper  to  do  so,  to  give 
his  opinions  upon  it,  and  thus  dispose  of  it,  and 


go  on  with  our  other  business.  That  was  the 
reason  that  induced  me  to  make  the  speech  I 
did  ;  merely  ou  account  of  the  political  ma- 
noeuvring of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  en- 
trap us  into  having  the  report  printed,  and  thus 
prolong  the  sessions  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  astoun- 
ded with  the  idea  that,  by  making  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  I  was  the 
cause  of  all  this  debate.  That  was  the  last  thing 
I  thought  of.  And  it  strikes  me  that  such  a 
charge  is  only  an  apology,  and  a  very  lame  one 
at  best,  for  the  eourse  gentlemen  have  seen  fit 
to  pursue  upon  this  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  this  minority  report  which 
gentlemen  say  has  caused  all  this  commotion, 
has  not  been  before  the  convention.  And  the 
argument  contained  in  that  report  has  not  been 
sought  to  be  met  by  a  single  gentleman  here, 
nor  a  word  said  upon  the  subject,  nor  even  al- 
luded to,  by  the  gentleman  who  now  says  he 
"saw  an  attempt  at  political  manoeuvrmg,  and 
met  it  at  the  threshold ;"  not  a  word,  for  I  lis- 
tened attentively  to  the  whole  of  his  speech. 
Why  is  the  report  now  dragged  in  as  an  apolo- 
gy for  bursting  out  into  one  of  the  wildest  polit- 
ical phillippics  T  ever  listened  to  in  the  canvass 
or  in  the  field  ?  Gentlemen  may  charge  it  all 
upon  that  report,  but  when  this  discussion 
comes  to  be  printed,  they  will  fail  to  find  any  in- 
dication in  it  that  it  was  even  thought  of _  until 
now.  They  have  not  discussed  the  points  in  the 
argument  of  that  report ;  nor  did  I  myself  in 
my  remarks  last  evening  discuss  the  report  to 
any  extent  at  all.  I  scarcely  thought  of  it  du- 
ring the  time  I  was  speaking,  nor  did  other  gen- 
tlemen here  discuss  it. 

Why,  then,  this  excuse  or  apology  ?  The  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  an  effort  to  entrap  the  repub- 
licans. Now  I  know  that  charge  is  as  baseless 
as  the  other,  and  totally  without  foundation.  I 
know  that  my  political  friends  here  left  this 
matter  to  the  majority  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  of  yesterday,  and  opened  not  their  lips  un- 
til last  night.  And  now,  after  getting  up  here 
and  going  through  one  of  the  wildest  and  most 
furious  assaults  upon  the  party  to  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  belong,  the  gentleman  says  it  was 
the  report  of  the  minority  that  led  him  to  do  so. 
Why,  sir,  he  did  not  say  one  word  about  that 
report.  He  did  not  even  think  of  it  during  his 
whole  speech.  That  is  all  gammon.  That  re- 
port was  laid  silently  upoa  the  table,  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  member  of  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  it,  which  was 
carried.  But  gentlemen  thought  they  saw  a 
trap  where  none  was  intended,  and  they  recon- 
sidered the  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays,  ordering 
that  printing.  But  they  cannot  gag  us;  they 
cannot  seal  the  lips  of  the  minority.  We  still 
have  the  poor  privilege  of  complaining  when  we 
are  unjustly  dealt  with. 

Now,  I  say  the  democrats  here  arenotrespon- 
sible  for  this  discussion  ;  nor  have  they  occu- 
pied one  moment  of  the  legitimate  time  of  this 
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convention  until  now,  in  the  discussion.  All  the  I 
time  they  hare  taken  has  been  ai  night.  This 
morning  they  moved  that  this  discussion  be 
postponed,  so  as  not  to  take  up  the  regular  time 
of  the  convention,  if  it  was  to  go  on.  But  no  ; 
the  lime  ot  the  convention  must  be  used  for  this 
discussion:  the  whole  of  it  to  be  used  in  that 
way  if  they  should  see  proper  to  hold  us  here, 
while  they  went  on  with  their  political  speeches. 

Mr.  SKIFF.*^!  am  opposed  to  having  this  mat- 
ter laid  over,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  any 
other  subject.  I  want  to  have  it  disposed  of  as 
soon  as  possible.  There  are  two  political  par- 
ties here,  the  democrats  and  the  republicans  ; 
and  there  are  two  other  parties  here,  the  talking 
party  and  the  party  who  do  not  talk  so  much. 
I  profess  to  belong  to  the  silent  party.  But  if 
the  talkers  of  this  convention  desire  to  consume 
the  time  of  this  convention  in  these  discussions, 
n])on  the  talking  party,  whether  republicans  or 
democrats,  must  rest  the  responsibility.  I  do 
not  suppose  a  mind  wi  11  be  changed  by  anything 
that  has  been  or  may  be  said  in  these  speeches. 
They  are  all  made,  as  1  understand  it,  for  "the 
dear  people"  at  large  in  the  the  State.  I  do  not 
believe  these  speeches  will  ever  be  read,  or  if 
they  are  read,  it  will  at  any  rate  be  all  waste 
time. 

Now,  I  want  this  matter  disposed  of  at  once. 
If  the  talkers  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
putting  off  the  final  disposition  of  this  subject, 
we  silent  men  will  let  them  bear  that  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  The  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  says  that  the  dem- 
ocratic party  has  not  consumed  one  moment  of 
the  legitimate  time  of  this  convention  in  this 
discussion.  I  do  not  know  what  the  gentleman 
means  by  that.  Is  not  the  evening  session  as 
much  the  legitimate  time  of  the  convention  as 
the  forenoon  or  afternoon  sessions? 

Mr.  HALL.     That  is  all  a  quibble. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  It  may  be  a  quib- 
ble. I  may  have  misunderstood  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  meaot  to  be  understood  aa  say- 
ing that  wc  have  occupied  in  the  discussion  of 
tliiH  qucHtion,  none  of  the  time  of  the  conven- 
tion except  the  night  session.  It  is  well  known 
that  we  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting 
here  at  night. 

Mr.  CLAKK,  of  Alamakee.  Well,  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  that.  But  I  think  that  every 
moment  of  a  night  session  is  as  much  the  legit- 
imate time  of  the  convention,  as  any  portion  of 
the  morning  or  evening  session.  If  the  conven- 
tion meet  here,  whether  morning,  evening,  or 
night,  that  morning,  evening  or  night,  is  a  part 
of  the  time  of  the  convention;  and  any  member 
who,  without  any  proper  use  or  necessity,  occu- 
pies that  time,  is  chargeable  with  just  as  much 
wrong  if  it  is  done  at  night,  as  if  it  was  done 
in  the  day  time.  I  do  not  think  that  kind  of 
sophistry  will  avail  much  here. 

Tlif  question  reciirrort  upon  lim    motion   that 


the  convention  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  yeas  18,  nays 
16;  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Emer  - 
son,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston  , 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  See- 
ly,  Solomon,  Traer,  Warren     and  Winchester. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin,  Par- 
vin,  Scott,  Skitf,  Todhunter,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resumed,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  (Mr.  Parvin  in  the  chair) 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  education  and  school  lands. 

Educatmi  and  School  Lands. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be  up- 
on the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  ask  if,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  a  subject  not  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee can  be  substituted  for  a  subject  that  was 
referred  to  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  substitute  is  in  order. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  think  that  according  to  par- 
liamentary law,  when  a  subject  is  referred  to  a 
standing  committee,  or  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  no  other  subject  can  be  substituted  for  it. 
In  case  the  committee  conclude  not  to  agree  to 
it,  all  they  can  do  is  to  report  it  back  to  the  con- 
vention, and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  are  two  reports 
from  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands.  Tl.e  chair  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
question  submitted  to  the  committee  is  a  proper 
one,  to  substitute  the  report  of  the  minority  for 
the  report  of  the  majority,  both  being  reports 
of  the  committee  on  education  and  School 
lands. 

Mr.  TRAER.  Was  the  minority  report  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  ? 

The  CHAIRMAX.  The  chair  understands 
that  all  that  lias  been  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lands  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  do  not  find  anything  in  regard 
to  this  point  in  Cushing's  Manual ;  but  I  ask 
leave  to  read  a  short  e-\tract  from  Jefferson's 
Manual. 

"But  if  it  be  n  paper  referred  to  them,  thry 
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proceed  to  put  questions  of  amendment,  if  pro- 
posed, but  HO  final  question  on  the  whole  ;  be- 
cause all  parts  of  the  paper  having  been  adopted 
by  the  House,  stand,  of  course,  unless  altered  or 
struck  out  by  a  vote.  Even  if  they  are  opposed 
to  the  whole  paper,  I  think  it  cannot  be  made 
good  by  amendments  ;  they  cannot  reject  it,  but 
must  report  it  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ments, a"nd  there  make  their  opposition." 

The  point  I  make  is,  that  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  here,  we  have,  in  the  first  place,  only  the 
majority  report  referred  to  us,  as  I  think  the 
record  will  show  :  and,  in  the  next  place,  it  is  not 
proper  for  this  committee  to  substitute  anything 
else  for  this  report ;  and,  to  support  my  position, 
I  would  refer  to  the  fact  that,  when  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  come  to  make  their  report,  the 
chairman  generally  says:  "  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  wliich  was  referred  the  majority  re- 
port," &c.  Now,  if  something  else  is  substituted 
for  this  report,  you  cannot  report  back  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  for 
you  have  changed  the  nature  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  of  the  whole 
have  no  right  to  throw  aside  the  whole  subject 
referred  to  them  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  education  and  school  lands.  But  there  are 
two  reports  before  them,  and  I  think  it  is  per- 
fectly proper  to  substitute  one  for  the  other. 

Mr.  HALL.  Are  both  reports  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     So  the  chair  understands. 

Mr.  HALL.  One  is  the  report  of  the  majority, 
and  the  other  the  report  of  the  minority.  We 
are  in  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands,  and  the  majority  constitute  the  committee. 
There  can  be  no  report  of  a  committee  unless 
made  by  the  majority. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  desire  to  say  this  :  my  object 
in  raising  this  point  is,  not  to  prevent  th3  dis- 
cussion of  either  of  these  reports,  but  that  we 
may  have  something  like  a  regular  form  of  pro- 
ceeding. And,  in  the  next  place,  I  believe  that 
a  majority  of  the  convention  are  opposed  to  this 
report;  and  if  the  committee  cannot  agree  upon 
this  report,  and  report  it  back  to  the  convention, 
I  believe  a  majority  of  the  convention  will  proba- 
bly substitute  the  original  article,  which  I  think 
they  are  in  favor  of,  with  a  few  amendments,  and 
thus  we  can  soon  get  through  with  this   matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  they  have  no  right  to  substitute 
the  minority  for  the  ^majority  report,  they  can 
rise,  report  the  subject  back  to  the  Convention, 
and  ask  for  further  instructions. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  am  pretty  certain  I  am  cor- 
rect, and  would  refer  to  the  record  to  show  that 
it  was  only  the  majority  report  that  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole.  I  understand 
the  chair  holds  that  both  reports  were  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  whole  at  the  same  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  aU  the  reports  of  the  committee  on  educa- 


tion and  school  lands  were  referred   to  ^he  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  TRAER.  Then  I  must  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN.  No  appeal  can  be  taken, 
in  committee  of  the  whole  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  1  concur  perfectly  with  the  de- 
cision ol  the  chair.  I  shall  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise.  But  in  order  to 
aiford  the  gentleman  from  Benton,  [Mr.  Tracr,] 
an  opportunity  of  taking  his  question,  1  would 
move  that  the  committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Mahaska,  [Mr.  Young,]  to 
modify  his  motion  so  that  we  can  make  it  a  test 
vote  ufion  these  two  reports.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  to  change  his  motion  so  that 
it  would  be  that  the  committee  rise,  report  back 
the  majority  report  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  school  lands,  and  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration.  I  suppose,  upon 
that  motion,  we  can  say  all  that  can  b^-  said  in 
favor  of  the  majority  report,  in  comparison  with 
the  minority  report. 

Mr.  Y'^OUNG.  I  do  not  feel  like  acceding  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson, 
[Mr.  Clarke.]  I  want  the  friends  of  both  the 
majority  and  the  minority  reports  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  their  respective  merits. 
I  merely  made  the  motion  I  did  as  a  test  of  the 
decision  of  the  chair.  I  believe  the  decision  of 
the  chair  is  correct,  and  I  shall  vote  to  sustain  it 
by  voting  against  the  motion  to  rise.  I  do  not 
want  to  cut  off  discussion  at  all  upon  either  of 
these  reports.   . 

Mr.  AVILSON.  I  would  suggest  this  modifi- 
cation of  the  motion  :  that  the  committee  rise 
and  recommend  to  the  convention  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  majority  report.  That  will 
bring  up  the  whole  question,  and  the  friends  of 
the  two  reports  can  discuss  them  at  length. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  would  make  another  sug- 
gestion, and  that  is,  that  it  is  probably  unneces- 
sary for  the  committee  to  rise  to  settle  this  mat- 
ter. The  same  object  can  be  accomplit^hed  by 
moving  to  strike  out  all  after  a  certain  word  in 
the  first  line  of  the  majority  report,  and  insert 
the  minority  report.  The  question  will  then 
come  up  upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  two 
reports,  and  we  can  have  a  full  discussion  upon 
both  of  them. 

Mr.  Y'OUNG.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  question  re- 
curred upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  sub- 
stitute the  minority  for  the  majority  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands. 

Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  was  in  hopes  that  this  ques- 
tion would  be  treated  with  the  same  degree  of 
deliberation  and  attention  which  have  been  ac- 
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corded  to  otlier  questions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  convention.  I  was  in  hopes  that 
gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  consider  this 
subject  calmly  and  considerately,  and  not  de- 
cide in  advance  of  the  proper  time  for  its  con- 
Bideration.     I  still  hope  they  will  do  so. 

But  the  very  first  motion  made  in  regard  to 
this  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands,  before  a  word  has 
been  spoken  in  regard  to  its  merits,  before  a 
section  of  it  had  been  considered,  was  to  sub- 
stitute the  report  of  the  minority  for  it.  Now 
I  claim  that  that  was  not  treating  that  report 
with  ordinary  courtesy  and  civility.  It  was 
turning  it  out  as  though  it  were  a  mad  dog  that 
had  got  into  the  convention. 

Now  I  ask  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  cajise  of 
education,  men  who  think  as  much  upon  this 
subject  as  they  do  upon  some  others  which, 
in  the  minds  of  some  here,  is  of  vastly  more 
importance — I  ask  them  to  consider  this  matter 
a  little  while,  and  go  through  with  it.  I  pledge 
myself  to  explain  this  report,  and  show  that 
fhere  is,  after  all,  but  one  feature  in  the  major- 
ity report  that  is  not  contained  in  the  minority 
report.  And  I  pledge  myself  to  satisfy  any 
reasonable  man  that  that  feature  of  difl'erenco  is 
the  efliciency,  strength,  and  character  which  I 
give  to  the  system  ;  nothing  else.  One  report, 
or  the  system  in  that  report,  comes  in  here  lame 
and  sickly  ;  the  other  comes  here  strong  and 
efficient.     That  is  the  distinction  between  them. 

I  only  ask  that  this  subject  may  be  treated  as 
other  subjects  have  been  treated.  I  call  upon 
men  of  this  convention,  who  are  fathers  and 
have  children,  to  treat  this  matter  with  consid- 
eration and  deliberation. 

I  desire  to  have  the  opportunity — inasmuch 
as  the  first  portion  of  this  report  was  introduced 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee  at  my  instance 
— of  giving  some  explanation  of  it.  This  ma- 
jority report  contains,  with  perhaps  one  or  two 
unimportant  sections,  every  material  thing  in 
the  present  constitution.  It  contains  all  the 
minority  report,  except  its  first  section,  all  that 
is  any  way  essential.  Let  me  ask  again  that 
this  report  be  read,  considered  and  treated  as 
other  reports  are. 

Mr.  SOLO.MUN.  I  endeavored  to  get  the  floor 
some  moments  since,  in  order  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion, or  something  like  it,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Dcs  jMoines  [Mr.  Hall,]  has  made.  I 
am  really  very  much  surjjrised  at  the  effort  to 
throw  one  side  so  summarily  this  majority  re- 
port, and  make  it  depend,  for  the  slight  consid- 
eration it  may  receive,  upon  a  mere  traasient, 
subsidiary  motion.  1  do  not  think  that  report 
can  be  regarded  by  any  gentleman,  who  has 
road  it,  as  deserving  of  such  a  fate  as  tliat. 
There  are  certainly  matters  of  sufficient  import- 
ance in  that  majority  report  to  demand  the 
serious  consideration  of  this  body.  And  lean- 
not  look  upon  the  course,  attempted  to  be  pur- 
sued here,  in  any  other  light  than  an  effort  to 
cast  discredit  upon  this  report  before  it  has 
been  examined  at  all. 


A  question  has  been  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  Benton,  [Mr.  Traer,]  as  to  whether  this 
committee  of  the  whole,  as  it  is  now  organized 
and  instructed,  can  take  iuto  consideration  this 
minority  report.  That,  Mr.  Chairman,  depends 
upon  one  point,  which  is  to  be  settled  by  you 
and  the  record.  If  we  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  to  discuss  the  majority  report,  we 
must  confine  ourselves  to  the  discussionof  that 
report ;  and  can  take  into  consideration,  under 
parliamentary  rules, no  other  paper,until  we  have 
decided  upon  that  majority  report,  risen,  re- 
ported progress,  and  been  discharged  by  the 
convention  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
majority  report.  We  can  then  go  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  discuss,  and  treat  in  the  same 
manner  the  minority  report. 

But  I  understand  the  chair  to  hold  that  we 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider 
both  the  minority  and  the  majority  reports  of  the 
standing  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  chair  understands 
that  the  convention  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  to  consider  the  reports  of  the  standing 
committee  upon  the  subject  of  education  and 
school  lands,  and  there  are  two  of  those  reports, 
the  majority  and  minority  reports.  The  chair 
may  be  mistaken  in  this  matter,  but  that  is  the 
impression  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  It  is  important  for  the 
friends  of  these  two  reports  to  know  which  of 
them  is  before  this  committee.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  legitimate  for  us  to  investigate  out  one  of 
these  reports  now.  If  the  minority  report  is  be- 
fore this  committee,  so  be  it.  If  we  have  gone 
into  committee  of  the  whole  to  discuss  the  mi- 
nority report,  then  let  us  discuss  it,  and  dispose 
of  it.  If  we  have  gone  into  committee  of  the 
whole  in  doubt  as  to  whether  we  should  discuss  . 
one  or  both  of  these  reports,  then  let  us  rise,  go 
back  to  the  convention,  and  find  out  about  the 
matter. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  believe  I  am  the  author  of 
the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for 
the  majority  report.  I  did  not  submit  that  mo- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  crowding  the  majority 
report  out  of  the  discussion,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  this  matter  to  a  test  vote  of  the 
committee.  That  motion  does  not  certainly  cut 
oil'  discussion  upon  the  majority  report.  Being 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  motion  to  substi- 
tute the  one  report  for  the  other  opens  as  wide 
a  door  as  could  be  opened  for  the  discussion  of 
the  whole  subject.  The  friends  of  the  majority 
report  can  discuss  their  report  as  fully  upon 
this  motion  as  in  any  other  way.  There  is  no- 
thing in  that  motion  to  cut  off  and  prevent  dis- 
cussion upon  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  ma- 
jority report.  I  trust  that  members  will  reflect 
a  little  hereafter  before  they  bring  forward  such 
charges  against  their  fellow  members.  My  only 
object  was  to  obtain  a  test  vote,  and  let  the  dis- 
cussion end  with  that  test  vote. 
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Mr.  HALL.  I  have  no  desire  to  cast  any  re- 
flections at  all  upon  the  gentleman  from  Jeflfer- 
Bon,  [Mr.  Wilson.]  I  suppose  he  wished  to  open 
the  discussion  in  this  way.  But  it  does  cut  off 
the  particular  discussion  that  is  desirable.  I 
wish  to  answer  objections  which  gentle- 
men may  raise  to  the  majority  report.  I 
wish  to  have  them  go  through  and  consider  this 
matter.  I  feel  that  I  am  fully  able  and  compe- 
tent to  meet  all  their  objections,  and  satisfy  them 
that  if  they  wish  a  system  of  education  that  is 
efficient  and  practicable,  that  proposed  by  the 
majority  report  is  the  preferable  one.  I  wish  to 
present  the  matter  in  that  light.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  in  looking  at  the 
matter  in  that  light,  will  see  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  his  motion,  so  as  to  let  the  discus- 
sion come  upon  this  report,  section  by  section, 
as  it  ordinarily  does  upon  reports  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  can  see  no  advantage  to  be 
gained  by  withdrawing  the  motion  to  substitute. 
If  we  follow  out  the  course  marked  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  of  con- 
sidering the  majoi-ity  report  section  by  section, 
we  shall  be  at  least  partially  confined  ;  whereas 
my  motion  to  substitute  one  report  lor  the  oth- 
er brings  up  the  whole  question.  We  are  not 
confined  to  any  time  of  discussion  in  committee 
of  the  whole.  The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines 
may  discuss  the  whole  subject  of  education  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  can  proceed  upon 
this  motion  to  substitute,  to  show  the  advanta- 
ges of  his  report,  as  fully  as  by  taking  it  up  sec- 
tion by  section. 

I  believe  it  would  save  time  to  take  this  test 
vote,  and  it  was  to  obtain  that  advantage  that  I 
submitted  that  motion. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  would  really  like  to  know 
how  the  matter  stands  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject. 

If  we  went  into'  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands,  then  I  shall  strenu- 
ously oppose  any  effort  that  may  be  made  to 
bring  any  other  subject  illegitimately  before  this 
committee.  I  do  think  that  unless  we  have  the 
two  reports  before  us,  the  motion  to  substitute 
is  wrong.  If  the  two  reports  are  before  us,  then 
the  motion  is  unnecessary.  If  I  can  understand 
parliamentary  authority,  I  believe  the  motion  is 
entirely  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  journal  says  that 
"the  report  of  the  standing  committee  on  edu- 
cation and  school  lands  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whele."  It  does  not  say  whether 
that  report  was  the  majority  or  minority  report. 
The  chair  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  motion 
to  substitute  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PALMER.  As  I  understand  it,  it  was  the 
majority  report  that  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  And  I  would  not  look  up- 
on this  minority  report  as  entitled  to  any  con- 
sideration before  this  body  as  a  report.  Accor- 
ding to  parliamentary  usage  it  is  only  entertain- 


ed as  a  report,  only  called  a  report  at  all,  as  a 
mere  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  minority  of  the 
committee.  And  before  this  convention,  or  be- 
fore this  committee,  I  consider  this  minority  re- 
port as  of  no  more  weight  than  a  suggestion  of 
the  individual  who  made  that  report.  If  we 
are  to  entertain  it  at  all,  I  suppose  it  will  be 
looked  upon  in  that  light,  as  an  amendment  of- 
fered by  an  individual. 

The  majority  report  I  look  upon  as  the  main 
thing  before  this  committee  at  present,  and 
whether  we  are  to  amend  it  or  not,  is  of  course 
a  question  to  be  decided  by  this  committee. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  consider  this  point  of  so 
much  importance  that  I  would  like  to  see  it  de- 
cided. I  therefore  would  ask  the  chair  t  o  en- 
tertain an  appeal  from  his  decision  in  relation 
to  this  matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  No  appeal  can  be  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  chair  while  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole.  The  object  the  gentleman  hag 
in  view  can  be  attained  by  the  committee  rising 
and  referring  the  matter  to  the  convention.  It 
will  take  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  Secretary  that  nothing  but  the 
majority  report  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  would  not  be  in  order  to  refer  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  anything  else  but  the  majority 
report. 

I  want  to  have  this  subject  fully  and  thor- 
oughly discussed.  I  desire  to  discuss  it  myself, 
and  I  want  every  gentleman  to  have  the  same 
latitude  of  discussion  that  I  desire  myself  This 
is  a  subject  in  which  I  feel  a  great  interest.  Al- 
though I  have  heretofore  supported  the  motion 
to  substitute  the  minority  for  the  majority  re- 
port, it  has  been  from  no  disrespect  to  the  gentle- 
man who  made  this  minority  report  [Mr.  Hall].  I 
had  no  desire  to  treat  him  with  any  disre- 
spect. 

I  think  that  upon  a  mstion  of  this  character 
we  can  better  discuss  the  general  principles  of 
the  two  reports,  and  come  to  some  definite  con- 
clusion, than  we  can  to  take  up  the  majority  re- 
port alone,  and  move  amendments  to  it.  The 
same'general  principle  is  incorporated  in  both 
reports.  The  only  difference  is  that  one  report 
is  more  in  detail  than  the  other. 

That  is,  perhaps,  the  great  objection  to  the 
majority  report. 

Now,  we  can  discuss  the  question  as  to  which 
of  these  two  reports  is  the  most  feasible  ;  and 
upon  the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for 
the  majority  report,  we  can  have  a  test  vote  to 
determine  that  matter.  If  the  motion  to  substi- 
tute prevails,  then  the  majority  report  is  dispos- 
ed of,  and  we  can  then  take  up  the  minority  re- 
port, make  such  amendments  to  it  as  we  see 
proper,  or  substitute  something  else  for  it,  if 
such  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee.  I  only 
desire  that  we  may  have  a  practical  vote  upon 
this  matter,  that  will  amount  to  something. 
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Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  desire  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion, which  I  think  will  extricate  us  from  the  di- 
lemma in  which  we  now  seem  to  be  placed,  in 
regard  to  these  two  reports. 

The  principal  objection  to  the  majority  report 
seems  to  arise  from  the  fact  that  it  goes  more  in- 
to detail  than  the  other.  The  principles  in  both 
reports,  I  believe,  are  the  same.  The  report  of 
the  majority  provides  for  a  board  of  education  ; 
so,  also,  does  the  report  of  the  minority.  But 
the  majority  report  goes  on  into  detail,  and 
states  the  duties  and  powers  of  that  board  of 
education,  while  the  report  of  the  minority 
leaves  to  the  legislature  to  settle  everything  that 
relates  to  this  board  of  education. 

The  details  of  the  majority  report  are  con- 
tained in  the  first  eleven  sections  of  it.  And 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  this  question  in 
a  way  which  will  meet  the  views  of  all  parties, 
I  will  move  to  strike  out  of  the  majority  report 
from  the  first  to  the  eleventh  section,  inclusive, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  first  section  of  the 
minority  report.  That,  I  believe,  will  bring  the 
whole  subject  before  the  committee.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson]  will  with- 
draw his  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for 
the  majority  report,  I  will  submit  the  motion  1 
have  indicated. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  no  objection  to  do 
that,  as  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lee 
[Mr.  Johnston]  being  of  the  nature  of  an  amend- 
ment, takes  precedence  at  any  rate  of  a  motion 
to  substitute  for  the  whole  report. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  The  first  eleven  sections 
of  the  majority  report,  which  I  move  to  strike 
out,  reads  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  Educational  interests  of  the 
State,  to  include  Common  Schools  and  other  Ed- 
ucational Institutions,  shall  be  under  the  man- 
agement and  control  of  a  Board  of  Education, 
which  shall  consist  of  sixteen  members. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  ttge  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  two  years 
a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  district 
the  State  into  sixteen  Educational  Districts,  and 
one  member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
wad  shall  hold  their  ofiices  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  after  the  first  election  under  tiiis 
constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by  lot 
into  two  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  and  one-half  of  the  Board  shall  be  chosen 
every  two  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government, 
after  which,  said  Board  may  i\x  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting. 

Sec.  6.  The  session  of  said  Board  shall  bo 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  one  year,  except  upon  extraordinary 
occasions,  when,  upon   the  recommendation  of 


two-thirds   of  the   Board,   the    Governor    may 
order  a  special  session. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  organ- 
ize by  appointing  from  their  body  a  presiding 
ofiBcer,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  and 
other  inferior  officers  usual  in  Legislative  As- 
semblies. They  shall  keep  and  publish  a  jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  distrib- 
uted in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
said  Board,  shall  be  published  and  distributed 
to  the  several  Counties,  Townships,  and  such 
School  Districts  as  may  be  provided  for  by  said 
Board,  and  when  so  passed,  published  and  dis- 
tributed, they  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of 
law. 

Sec.  8.  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  legislate  R,nd  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  Common  Schools 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  insti- 
tuted to  receive  aid  from  the  School  or  Univer- 
sity funds  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancel- 
lor, who  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  ques- 
tions that  may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions 
and  judgments  of  said  Chancellor,  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  pro- 
vide a  system  of  Common  Schools,  by  which  a 
School  shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  Dis- 
trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Dis- 
tricts failing  to  organize  and  keep  up  a  School, 
mav  be  deprived  of  their  portion  of  the  School 
Fund. 

Sec.  11.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  estab- 
lish one  University,  which  shall  be  located  at 
some  central  point  in  the  State,  Provided,  that 
until  such  time  as  such  location  may  be  made, 
and  suitable  buildings  erected,  said  University 
shall  continue  as  at  present  located. 

I  move  to  insert  in  lieu  of  the  above  sections, 
the  following,  being  the  first  section  of  the  mi- 
nority report: 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons,  who 
shall  be  the  Trustees  of  the  University,  and 
shall  have  the  general  charge  and  control  of  ed- 
ucation in  the  State.  They  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Board,  who  shall  be 
their  exclusive  agent,  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board  of 
Education  or  the  laws  of  the  State." 

I  do  this  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  hear 
both  propositions  thoroughly  discussed,  without 
at  the  same  time,  decidiug  which  of  the  reports 
I  am  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
upon  this  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lee, 
[Mr.  Johnston,]  I  would  like,  for  information, 
to  have  read   that   portion   of  the   Secretary's 
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minutes  ■which  relate  to  our  going  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Secretarj  will  read 
the  portion  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mills,  [Mr.  Solomon.] 

The  Secretary  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  convention  then  resolved  itself  into 
committee^  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Parvin  in  the 
chair,)  upon  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  With  all  due  deference  to 
the  decision  of  the  chair,  I  submit  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  record,  we  have  gone  into  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  a  single  report,  and  that  is 
'the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands,  as  there  can  be  no 
report  of  a  committee  without  the  concurrence 
of  a  majority  of  its  members.  Now  in  order  to 
discuss  either  of  these  reports,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  chair  has  been  compelled  to  decide  that 
the  majority  and  the  minority  reports  together 
constitute  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  now  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr. 
Johnston,]  to  strike  out  from  section  one  to 
section  eleven  inclusive  of  the  majority  report, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  tirst  section  of  the 
minority  report. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  am  making  my  remarks  in 
opposition  to  that  motion.  I  do  not  believe  that 
such  a  motion  is  one  that  is  legitimate  and  in 
accordance  with  the  object  for  which  we  came 
into  committee  of  the  whole.  I  believe  that  in 
accordance  with  that  object,  we  must  confine 
ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  "  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands," 
as  the  minutes  of  the  Secretary  phrases  it, 
which  I  think  is  the  majority  report.  If  those 
minutes  said  that  we  came  into  committee  of  the 
whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the 
committee  on  education  and  school  lands,  then 
we  would  have  both  of  those  papers  before  us 
for  consideration,  and  this  motion  would  then 
be  a  proper  one. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Mills 
[Mr.  Solomon]  is  evidently  mistaken  in  his  view 
of  the  motion  I  have  submitted.  It  is  certainly 
proper  for  any  member  to  get  up  in  this  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  move  to  amend  this 
majority  report,  which  motion  to  amend  can  be 
to  add  to  the  report,  to  strike  out  a  portion  of 
the  report,  or  to  strike  out  a  portion  of  it  and 
insert  some  other  provision  in  lieu  thereof.  I 
have  done  nothing  more  than  to  move  to  strike 
out  a  portion  of  the  majority  report  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  an  amendment  which  I  propose. 
For  the  sake  of  convenience,  I  have  adopted  as 
that  amendment  the  first  section  of  the  report  of 
the  minority.  But  we  are  not  acting  at  all  upon 
that  minority  report  as  a  separate  and  distinct 
report. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  admit  that  the  gentleman 
clearly  has  a  right  to  move  to  amend  the  paper 
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reterred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  for  their 
consideration. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  That  is  all  that  I  propose 
to  do  by  my  motion. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Johnston. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  section  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted by  the  gentleman  from  Lee  [Mr.  John- 
ston], in  lieu  of  that  portion  of  the  report  of 
the  majority  which  he  has  moved  to  strike  out, 
is  as  follows : 

"  The  general  assembly  shall  provide  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons,  who 
shall  be  the  trustees  of  the  university,  and  shall 
have  the  general  charge  and  control  of  educa- 
tion in  the  state.  They  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  secretary  of  the  board,  who  shall  be 
their  executive  agent,  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  board  of 
education  or  the  laws  of  the  state." 

This  section  proposes  to  leave  to  the  legisla- 
ture to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  this 
board.  It  fixes  no  time  during  which  this  board 
of  education  shall  remain  in  office,  it  fixes  noth- 
ing in  regard  to  their  duties,  and  fixes  no  mode 
of  appointment,  whether  by  election  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  by  the  legislature,  or  by  appointment  by 
the  governor.  This  board  is  left  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  appointing  power,  whatever  that 
power  may  be.  It  gives  the  members  of  this 
board  in  reality  no  position  or  character  above 
that  of  mere  ministerial  officers. 

Now  I  wish  to  be  perfectly  candid  upon  this 
subject.  This  section  merely  provides  that  a 
board  of  education,  consisting  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, shall  be  brought  into  existence  in  some 
manner,  not  pointed  out  in  the  constitution, 
which  existence  shall  depend  entirely  upon  the 
pleasure  of  the  power  making  the  appointment, 
which  board  of  education  is  to  have  the  general 
charge  of  the  educational  system  of  this  state. 
If  I  am  correct  in  my  construction  of  the  efi'ect 
of  this  section,  and  I  think  I  am,  the  members 
of  this  board  of  education  will  be  merely  minis- 
terial officers. 

So  far  as  they  are  to  have  any  power  to  act, 
so  far  as  they  are  to  have  any  power  to  origin- 
ate anything  in  regard  to  the  system  of  educa- 
tion in  this  state,  so  far  as  they  are  to  have  any 
power  to  give  efficiency  to  the  important  inter- 
ests placed  in  their  charge,  they  are  but  mere 
administrators  or  ministerial  officers,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  rules  and  regulations 
which  may  be  established  by  the  legislature. 

Now  I  do  not  believe  that  a  board  of  education 
thus  constituted,  a  body  of  men  placed  in  that 
position  is  a  proper  one  to  have  charge  of  the 
educational  interests  of  this  State.  The  educa- 
tional department  of  our  State  is  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  It  embraces  one-half  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State,  and  for  good  or  for  evil  it  is  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  important  effects  upon  our 
population.  I  believe  that  in  order  to  givw 
character,  strength,  efficiency,  nay,  even  wisdom 
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to  this  department,  to  this  board  of  education, 
you  must  make  them  something  more  than  mere 
ministerial  officers,  something  more  than  mere 
drudges  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  legislature. 
You  must  give  them  duties  to  perform.  You 
must  endearor  to  obtain  those  who  have  experi- 
ence in  this  matter,  and  engage  them  to  give 
efficiency  to  the  cause  of  education.  This  is  the 
position  which  I  take. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  two  propositions  as 
regards  the  appointment  or  selection  of  the 
board  of  education.  If  you  adopt  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  majority,  then  you  have  the  State 
divided  into  educational  districts,  the  people  of 
each  district  electing  their  representative  to  this 
board.  You  thus  establish  the  relation  of  repre- 
sentative and  constituency  between  the  officer 
and  the  people  interested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. You  thereby  give  character  to  the  officer 
by  the  manner  of  his  appointment,  and  the  po- 
sition in  which  he  is  placed.  The  very  dignity 
with  which  you  clothe  the  office  gives  character 
and  force  to  the  acts  of  the  officer,  when  he  is 
called  upon  to  discharge  his  duties.  I  claim 
that  it  is  important  that  this  relation  of  repre- 
sentative and  constituency  should  be  maintain- 
ed between  the  officer  who  is  to  represent  this 
great  interest,  and  the  people  who  are  to  be 
affected  by  his  acts.  So  in  that  respect  the  ma- 
jority report  has  the  advantage. 

In  the  next  place,  by  this  majority  report  you 
give  permanency  to  this  officer,  by  fixing  the 
time  for  which  each  member  of  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation is  to  serve.  You  give  character  to  them 
by  giving  them  authority,  when  the  board  is 
assembled  to  use  the  wisdom  which  experience 
and  observation  have  given  them,  and  which  the 
suggestions  from  the  various  districts  may  prove 
necessary.  And  you  give  efficiency  to  the  cause 
by  enabling  this  board,  when  the  suggestions 
from  the  various  districts  are  laid  before  them, 
to  act  at  once  upon  them.  That  is  a  reason  why 
we  should  fix  the  term  for  which  each  member 
of  this  board  is  to  serve.  First  make  the  office 
elective,  and  then  fix  the  time  at  the  end  of 
which  they  shall  return  to  the  people.  As  to 
the  length  of  their  terms  of  office,  whether  two, 
four,  or  six  years,  that  is  a  very  small  matter. 
All  I  desire  is  to  establish  the  principle,  in  order 
to  give  constitutional  character  and  weight  to 
this  body  when  they  have  once  convened. 

In  the  next  place  the  majority  goes  on  to  pro- 
vide the  manner  in  which  this  board  shall  con- 
duct itself.  It  virtually  gives  it  the  form  and 
position  of  a  legislative  body  ;  that  is,  they  must 
discuss  the  subject  of  education  and  go  through 
forms  of  procedure  like  a  legislative  body.  Their 
sessions  are  limited,  and  they  have  jurisdiction 
over  nothing  but  matters  pertaining  to  the  cause 
of  education  in  this  State.  They  cannot  appro- 
priate any  of  the  school  or  university  fund; 
they  cannot  interfere  with  the  financial  system 
connected  with  the  common  schools  of  this  State. 

This  board  of  education  is  made  by  this  ma- 
jority report,  one  of  the  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  State,  established  by  the  author- 


ity of  the  constitution  ;  a  department  that  the 
legislature  cannot  change  every  year  ;  a  depart- 
ment not  subject  to  the  caprice  of  hasty  le,a,isla- 
tlon  as  we  frequently  find  it  in  the  halls  of  our 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  It  will 
have  permanency;  it  will  have  character:  it 
may  be  presumed  that  it  will  have  wisdom,  three 
things  which  our  system  of  common  schools 
must  combine,  before  they  can  rise  high  in  the 
scale  of  confidence  and  respect. 


Under  this  minority  report,  this  board  will  be 
but  the  mere  plaything  and  tool  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  be  put  in  office  to-day,  and  to  be  turned 
out  to-morrow;  to  be  directed  to  do  this  thing 
now,  and  another  and  entirely  different  thing 
next  week  or  next  month.  This  board,  under 
this  minority  report,  must  look  to  the  legisla- 
ture for  their  power,  and  everything  that  per- 
tains to  their  duties. 

But  if  you  give  them  position,  influence  and 
character,  as  this  majority  report  proposes  to  do, 
the  result  will  be  that  they  will  be  men,  who 
will  be  able  to  think  and  act  for  themselves  ; 
they  will  be  men  who  will  have  capacity,  and 
whose  whole  duty  will  be  to  look  to  the  cause 
of  education  and  that  alone.  They  will  learn 
its  wants  and  provide  for  satisfying  them.  They 
will  meet  twice  as  often  as  the  legislature,  hold- 
ing their  sessions  annually.  They  can  and  will 
look  to  this  important  and  growing  interest,  and 
will  provide  the  means  to  cure  any  defects  there 
may  be,  and  to  urge  on  the  growth  of  that  im- 
portant interest,  without  being  interrupted  or 
clogged  in  their  movements  by  bad  rules  and 
regulations,  established  by  means  of  hasty  legis- 
lation. 

Some  gentlemen  may  speak  of  the  expense. 
But  I  say  this  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  preparing 
proper  rules  and  regulations  to  control  this  im- 
portant subject  of  legislation.  There  are  to  be 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members  in  the  general 
assembly,  with  all  the  paraphranalia  of  a  leg- 
islative body,  while  in  this  board  of  education 
you  will  have  but  sixteen  members.  One  day 
spent  by  the  legislature  tampering  and  tinker- 
ing with  this  subject  of  common  schools,  will 
cost  the  State  more  than  a  whole  session  of  the 
board  of  education.  If  this  board  perform  their 
duties  as  they  ought,  they  will  relieve  the  leg- 
islature of  much  if  not  all  that  they  have  now 
to  do  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  education. 
The  discussions  and  deliberations  of  the  board 
of  education  upon  this  subject  will  be  worth  a 
thousand  times  more  than  the  discussions  of  tho 
legislature,  where  a  hundred  other  matters  are 
struggling  for  their  attention,  and  this  is  hurried 
through  without  consideration  or  reliection,  and 
Toted  upon  by  men  who  never  devoted  their  time 
to  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  By  this  ma- 
jority report  you  separate  this  subject,  you  di- 
vorce it,  from  all  this  variety  of  topics,  subjects 
claiming  the  attention  of  the  legislature.  You 
take  it  from  the  legislature,  to  which  men  aro 
elected  upon  other  and  different  grounds  from 
those  which  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
here,  and  whose  miuds  are  absorbed  in  the  con- 
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sideration  of  other  topics.  This  report  keeps 
the  subject  of  educatioa  by  itself,  and  places  it 
in  the  hands  of  those  elected  solely  in  reference 
to  that  subject,  who  have  nothing  to  do  with 
anything  but  this  one  great  subject. 

This  is  the  principle  for  which  I  contend.  As 
I  observed  in  a  very  broken  and  ill-arranged 
manner  the  other  day,  this  plan  of  the  majority 
will  call  out  men  who  have  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion at  heart,  who  are  devoting,  as  they  have 
heretofore  devoted,  their  lives  to  this  great  work. 
This  will  be  the  effect  of  it.  There  is  enough  of 
talent  and  ability  in  this  state  ;  there  is  enough 
of  learning  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, if  you  will  only  allow  it  to  operate  unfet- 
tered and  untrammeled,  to  elevate  our  state 
above  every  other  state  in  the  Union.  But  to 
do  this,  the  whole  matter  must  be  turned  over 
to  them,  and  they  must  have  full  scope  to  do 
what  they  may  see  to  be  necessary. 

Two  years  ago  I  attended  a  meeting  here  call- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  ed- 
ucation, and  although  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  winter,  and  the  weather  was  very  severe, 
and  unpleasant,  yet  we  had  assembled  here  in 
the  halls  of  the  capitol  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  respectable  conventions  that  was  ever 
gathered  together  in  the  State.  Gentlemen  of 
the  highest  ability  and  learning  were  present  as 
delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  had 
come  here  as  volunteers  in  the  great  cause  to 
which  they  were  so  much  attached ;  and  they 
manifested  a  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  this  cause, 
which  I  regret  the  legislature  has  not  seconded 
by  their  action  upon  this  subject. 

The  discussions  which  took  place  at  this  con- 
vention displayed  a  great  deal  of  research  and 
information  upon  the  part  of  those  who  took 
part  in  them.  And  I  was  nevermore  entertain- 
ed in  my  life  by  the  proceedings  of  any  body, 
than  I  was  by  those  of  this  convention. 

But  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  which  they  man- 
ifested upon  this  subject  has  not  been  met  in  the 
like  manner  by  our  legislature.  We  now  pro- 
pose to  turn  over  this  cause  to  a  body  that  will 
be  composed  of  men  who  have  devoted  their 
talents  and  energy,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
promotion  of  the  education  of  the  masses ;  in 
order  that  we  may  derive  the  benefit  of  their 
learning  and  experience  in  instituting  a  system 
of  education  that  shall  be  an  honor  to  this  great 
State,  and  a  blessing  to  the  community  at  large. 
I  know,  and  other  gentlemen  here  must  know, 
that  in  a  great  maioritv  of  instances,  persons 
who  uHve  uevoted  their  time  to  this  subject, 
men  of  education  and  leading,  who  wish  to  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  cause  of  education,  are 
modest  men,  who  cannot  push  themselves  for- 
ward in  the  political  arena,  and  who  prefer  to 
work  in  a  more  quiet  and  unobtrusive  field, 
where  they  can  accomplish  more  g'iod  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  talents.  Our  legislature,  from 
being  too  much  occupied  with  other  matters, 
have  scarcely  listened  to  men  such  as  these, 
when  they  have  pressed  the  claims  of  education 
upon  their  attention;  and  we  have  hitherto  lost 


the  benefit  of  their  judgment  and  experience  in 
this  cause. 

The  leading  feature  of  this  majority  report  is 
to  divorce  and  separate  the  cause  of  educatioa 
from  the  wild  and  hurried  scramble  of  the  polit- 
ical arena,  and  consign  it  untrammelled  and  un- 
fettered to  the  care  of  those  who  are  best  quali- 
fied by  experience  and  education  to  promote  its 
interests  and  mature  it  into  a  healthful  growth. 
The  legislation  of  the  last  winter  upon  this  sub- 
ject is  enough  to  convince  any  man  that  this 
matter  ought  to  be  confided  to  a  class  of  men 
such  as  I  have  designated. 

What  has  been  done  by  the  legislature  during 
the  last  ten  years  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation? The  deplorable  condition  of  our  com- 
mon school  systjm  has  been  acknowledged  by 
all,  and  we  are  ail  agreed  in  the  belief  of  its  ut- 
ter inefficiency  to  accomplish  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  designed.  Its  organization,  the 
mode  and  manner  of  transacting  its  business, 
the  management  of  its  finances,  are  such  as  to 
reduce  the  system  almost  to  a  state  of  decay. 
Two  years  ago,  the  legislature,  acknowledging 
their  inability  to  perform  the  work  of  revising 
our  school  system,  authorized  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  board  to  revise  the  laws  relating  there- 
to. The  Governor,  acting  upon  the  authority 
given  him  by  the  legislature,  appointed  a  citi- 
zen of  our  own  State,  and  two  eminent  citizens 
of  other  States,  who  had  devoted  their  lives  to 
this  subject,  as  members  of  this  board  of  revis- 
ion. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  Governor  Grimes,  al- 
though he  has  been  abused  for  making  these  ap- 
pointments, acted  from  wise  and  disinterested 
motives,  and  that  he  believed  that  if  we  could 
obtain  the  experience  of  these  men  who  had  de- 
voted their  lives  to  the  cause  of  education,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  devise  a  system  which 
would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  people.  The 
board  met,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  care  and 
deliberation,  drew  up  a  report  upon  this  subject 
which  was  presented  to  the  legislature;  but  it 
met  with  no  favor  or  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  that  body.  This  is  the  condition  of  things  at 
the  present  time. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  by  all  that  the  gen- 
eral assembly  is  not  the  tit  body  to  manage  and 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  system  of  education. 
Go  where  you  will  throughout  the  state,  you 
will  find  that  it  is  universally  admitted  and  con- 
ceded that  the  legislature  are  unable  to  supply 
the  wants  and  provide  for  the  necessities  of  our 
school  sybtera.  Shall  we,  then,  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  adjourn  and  leave  the  most 
noble  cause  that  can  engage  our  attention  in  the 
imperfect  and  unsettled  condition  in  which  it 
has  existed  for  ten  years  past?  1  say.  No!  and 
1  hope  gentlemen  will  refiect  seriously  upon  so 
important  a  matter  as  this,  and  not,  through 
prejudice,  refuse  to  take  a  step  in  advance,  that 
will  have  the  effect,  as  I  think,  of  giving  char- 
acter and  efficiency  to  a  system  calculated  to 
promote  the  growth  and  progress  of  commoa 
school  education  in  this  state. 
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Theleailing  principle  in  the  report  offered  for 
your  adoption,  is  this :  to  give  character  and 
stability  to  our  common  school  system,  by  turn- 
ing it  over  to  men  who  are  teachers  and  thinkers, 
and  who  have  spent  their  lives  in  literary  pur- 
suits. We  have  men  enough  in  this  State  who 
are  abundantly  qualified  to  fill  the  places  which 
may  be  assigned  them  in  this  board  of  education. 
If  gentlemen  find  that  the  details  of  the  system, 
as  reported  by  the  majority,  are  insufficient  or 
injudicious,  they  can  be  easily  corrected.  And 
I  ask  them  to  propose  such  corrections  as  may 
be  necessary  ;  and  if  they  can  suggest  a  better 
way  of  carrying  out  the  details  of  the  system,  I 
am  ready  to  accept  their  suggestions  ;  but  I  en- 
treat them  to  preserve  the  grand  principle  em- 
bodied here. 

I  do  not  desire  to  elaborate  an  extended  argu- 
ment upon  this  question  ;  I  will  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  consider  another  part  of  the  subject, 
claiming  the  privilege  of  answering  objections 
that  may  be  made  to  this  report. 

From  the  action  of  this  Convention,  I  under- 
stand that  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  will  not  be  retained  any  longer  in 
this  State,  and,  therefore,  some  other  plan  must 
be  devised  for  the  supervision  of  all  matters  re- 
lating to  education.  If  the  Convention  shall 
agree  to  establish  this  board  of  education,  the 
question  then  comes  up,  how  shall  this  board  be 
established?  How  shall  it  be  constituted  so  as 
to  give  strength  and  efficiency  to  the  school  sys- 
tem ?  That  is  the  question  which  this  Conven- 
tion is  called  upon  to  decide.  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Convention  unnecessa- 
rily with  this  matter,  but  I  feel  a  great  deal  of 
interest  upon  this  subject.  Therefore  I  hope  I 
will  be  excused  if  I  should  consume  any  consid- 
erable time  in  enlarging  upon  this  matter.  It  is 
a  question  in  which  I  took  a  deep  interest  in 
1844,  as  the  journals  of  the  Convention  then 
held  will  fully  testify.  I  was,  at  that  time,  a 
member  of  the  committee  that  had  charge  of 
this  subject.  I  endeavored  then  to  get  a  provis- 
ion passed  which  would  give  efficiency  to  our 
system  of  common  school  education ;  but  the 
State  was  then  poor  and  had  no  funds,  and  the 
man  would  have  been  considered  insane  who 
would  then  have  claimed  that  our  school  fund, 
by  this  time,  would  have  amounted  to  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  I  recollect  making  an  estimate 
at  that  time,  and  I  could  not,  by  any  calculation, 
demonstrate  that  it  would  be  more  than  two  or 
three  millions  at  the  utmost. 

I  have  roHected  much  upon  this  subject,  and  I 
have  endeavored  to  get  the  views  of  other  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  had  more  experience  upon 
this  subje^^t  than  I  have.  So  far  as  l|have  ascer- 
tained, I  find  a  general  concurrence  upon  the 
part  of  these  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  give  independence,  stability  and  efficiency 
to  the  board  of  education,  however  it  may  be 
created. 

Three  things  are  essentially  neccssary,\in  my 
opinion,  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem ;  and,  first,  the  report  provides  for  the  ap- 


pointment of  a  chancellor.  Gentlemen  may  cry 
out  at  the  expense  which  the  appointment  of 
such  an  officer  will  entail  upon  the  State.  I 
believe  there  are  a  hundred  men  in  this  State 
eminently  qualified  to  take  this  office  and  dis- 
charge its  duties,  who  would  do  it  without  re- 
ceiving a  dollar's  salary  ;  men  who  are  engaged 
in,  and  devoted  to,  the  cause  of  education ;  men 
who  look  to  the  interests  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, and  seek  to  elevate  them  by  promoting  the 
cause  of  education  among  the  masses,  are  not 
men  generally  who  love  money.  There  have 
been  more  sacrifices  made  by  men  of  that  char- 
acter and  of  high  tone  of  feeling,  than  is  gener- 
ally supposed.  I  do  not  believe  the  appointment 
of  such  an  officer  as  the  chancellor  would  add  a 
dollar  to  the  expense  of  the  system. 

By  the  establishment  of  this  board  you  create 
a  tribunal  to  which  all  questions  that  arise  in 
the  different  school  districts  may  be  referred, 
and  from  which  there  would  be  an  appeal  to  the 
supreme  court,  which  is  made  by  the  constitu- 
tion the  court  of  last  resort.  There  can  be  no 
collision  between  this  board  and  the  legislature, 
as  some  gentlemen  apprehend,  for  they  do  not 
depend  absolutely  upon  one  another.  They  will 
each  work  harmoniously  in  their  proper  spheres. 
What  we  want  is  to  give  to  this  board  charac- 
ter and  efficiency,  so  that  they  can  provide  for 
the  wants  and  necessities  which  have  been  so 
long  felt  by  the  people  of  this  State,  as  connect- 
ed with  the  interests  of  schools  and  of  education 
generally. 

Mr.  ELLS.  The  discussions  in  which  we 
have  been  engaged  for  the  last  twenty-four 
hours,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  apprehend  have  dis- 
qualified the  most  of  us  from  taking  a  calm  and 
deliberate  view  of  this  question  of  education. 
I  am  truly  sorry  that  the  majority  of  the  con- 
vention have  felt  it  their  duty  to  force  this  dis- 
cussion upon  us  at  this  time,  for  I  believe  the 
cause  will  be  injured  rather  than  profited.  For 
myself,  sir,  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  give,  intelligibly,  to  this  body,  my  own 
views  and  rofiections.  The  majority,  however, 
having  decided  the  question  of  procedure,  I 
must  submit.  When  I  yielded  the  floor  the 
other  day,  for  a  motion  to  postpone  the  discus- 
sion, I  was  just  entering  upon  the  discussion 
of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two  reports. 
I  will  now  resume  my  remarks,  and  very  briefly 
state  my  objections  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
mojority.  But  first,  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that 
it  was  my  good  or  bad  fortune  to  differ  with  the 
majority  of  the  standing  committee.  (And 
whether  good  or  bad,  time  will  determine.)  The 
result  of  that  difference  is  embodied  in  the  mi- 
nority report  of  the  committee  on  education. 

It  is  generally  more  agreeable  to  agree  than 
to  ilisagree  with  gentlemen  in  the  discussion  of 
any  question ;  but  where  such  agreement  would 
compromise  any  great  good,  or  violate  any  fun- 
damental principle,  I  hold  that  duty  demands 
an  honest  and  manly  avowal  of  such  difiagree- 
ment. 

The  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr. 
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Johnston,]  substituting  the  first  section  of  the 
minority  report  for  the  first  eleven  sections  of 
the  majority  report,  necessarily  brings  up  both 
reports  for  general  discussion  in  committee  of 
the  whole.  The  first  section  of  the  minority  re- 
port proposes  to  provide  for  the  election  or  ap- 
pointment of  a  board  of  education,  with  powers 
to  appoint  a  secretary,  who  shall  be  their  exec- 
utive agent.  The  duties  of  the  board  are  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
action  proposed  is  simply  organic ;  the  details 
are  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
contemplated,  however,  that  the  secretary  of 
the  board  will  be  the  best  qualified  person  that 
can  be  procured  to  fill  the  post  of  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction.  The  remainder  of 
the  minority  report,  in  substance,  provides  for 
the  education  of  all  the  youths  of  the  State  by  a 
system  of  common  schools,  in  which  tuition 
shall  be  without  charge,  and  equally  open  to 
all ;  and  for  securing  the  school  lands,  and 
school  funds  of  the  State,  to  the  formation  of 
the  common  schools  of  the  State,  and  the  State 
University.  The  system  proposed  is  in  sub- 
stance a  substitution  of  a  "Board  of  Education" 
for  the  office  of  "Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction" in  the  present  constitution.  Its  very 
simplicity  must  commend  it  to  all  those  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  establishing  a  system 
of  legislation  in  our  constitution.  So  much  for 
the  minority  report. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  take  a  glance  at  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  majority,  and  see  if  the  complex 
and  indefinite  powers  it  proposes  to  confer  on  its 
board  of  education  and  chancellor,  are  not  of 
such  a  character  as  to  alarm  the  friends  of  con- 
stitutional reform.  What,  sir,  do  they  propose? 
Why,  nothing  short  of  creating  a  second  branch 
of  the  General  Assembly,  with  powers  of  legis- 
lation entirely  independent  of  the  old  General 
Assembly,  independent  of  the  Executive  of  the 
State,  the  Governor  to  have  no  power  to  arrest 
hasty  or  unconstitutional  legislation  ;  all  their 
laws  to  be  interpreted  by  a  chancellor  a  pet 
of  this  same  system.  Was  there  ever,  within 
the  history  of  the  American  people,  a  proposi- 
tion so  monstrous  as  this,  proposed  by  any  sane 
man,  in  any  constitutional  convention  in  any 
State  of  the  Union?  Why,  sir,  I  have  examined 
the  constitutions  of  all  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  cannot  find  any  thing  that,  in  the  most  re- 
mote degree,  would  serve  as  a  precedent  for  a 
measure  of  this  kind.  And  yet,  you  were  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [  Mr.  Hall,] 
that  the  member  from  Scott  is  the  only  person 
to  whom  he  ever  presented  his  plan,  who  did 
not  favor  it  at  once.  This  may  be  true,  Mr. 
Chairman ;  but  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  see 
any  necessity  for  departing  from  the  old  beaten 
track  of  making  laws  that  can  be  repealed  by 
the  true  representatives  of  the  people.  1  bold 
to  the  good  old  democratic  rule,  that  that  which 
can  be  done  by  the  many  as  ivell  as  the  few, 
should  always  be  done  by  the  many. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,] 
has  told  us  repeatedly  that  he  is  unwilling  to 


trust  the  cause  of  education  with  the  General 
Assembly ;  that  he  wishes  to  divorce  the  cause 
from  the  legislature.  He  further  states  that  the 
educational  bill  before  the  last  General  Assem- 
bly failed,  because  the  members  were  incompe- 
tent to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  Now,  sir,  I 
understand  that  the  bill  failed  from  an  entirely 
diff'erent  reason.  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
it  was  because  the  bill  did  not  discriminate  be- 
tween white  and  colored  youths,  that  it  en- 
countered such  serious  opposition  from  the  gen- 
tleman's political  friends  in  that  body  ;  and 
there  was  not  time  sufficient  to  discuss  and 
overcome  those  unjust  prejudices.  Now,  sir,  I 
must  confess  that  I  have  had  my  fears  that  this 
pet  system  of  the  gentleman  was  intended  to 
foster  and  perpetuate  that  same  unjust  prejudice 
against  educating  the  colored  people  of  the 
State.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  after  hearing  that 
gentleman  pronounce  his  wholesale  condemna- 
tion against  the  colored  race  of  this  country, 
and  declare  them  entirely  unworthy  of  credit, 
I  could  not  bring  myself  to  any  other  conclu- 
sion. 

But  aside  from  this  ;  suppose  we  adopt  this 
system,  and  in  the  end  find  it  not  to  work  well, 
and  to  be  entirely  inadequate  to  the  (vants  of 
the  State.  How,  I  ask  are  we  to  get  relief? 
There  is  no  provision  for  superceding  or  abol- 
ishing this  system,  except  by  the  slow  process 
of  amending  the  constitution.  Are  gentlemen 
willing  to  run  the  risk  of  fastening  an  incubus 
on  the  sacred  cause  of  education,  that  may  work 
ruin,  and  only  ruin,  for  years  to  come  ?  I  trust 
not.  Again  :  As  a  question  of  policy  I  should 
feel  bound  to  oppose  it,  unless  this  Board  of 
Education  and  this  Chancellor  are  to  be  subor- 
dinate to  the  General  Assembly  and  the  courts 
of  the  >tate.  One  of  the  most  important  duties 
that  devolve  on  us,  as  members  of  this  conven- 
tion, is  i>  give  character  to  the  various  offices 
of  the  Sta'  ,  by  making  them  truly  offices  of 
honor,  trust  and  profit.  To  this  end,  I  have 
voted  uniformly  for  the  highest  salaries.  Now, 
sir,  the  legitimate  effect  of  dividing  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  this  State  will  be  to  degrade  the 
office  of  legislator.  The  same  is  true  of  your 
judicial  system,  though  not  to  the  same  extent. 

Again :  this  Chancellor  is  to  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  laws, 
rules  and  regulations  enacted  by  this  Board. 
This  school  system  is  to  extend  throughout  the 
State,  and  controversies  will  inevitably  arise  in 
very  remote  sections  of  the  State.  How  are 
those  cases  to  be  tried,  and  the  wrongs  of  the 
people  righted,  if  there  is  v.o  court  having  juris- 
diction within  the  county  c-  district?  Will  the 
Chancellor  hold  his  Court  fi'  stated  periods  in 
each  county,  and  hear  and  determine  causes, 
and  then  hear  them  again  at  tV.e  Capital  of  the 
State,  on  appeal  from  his  own  decisions?  Or  is 
an  appeal  to  be  taken  directly  from  the  Chan- 
cellor to  the  Supreme  Court  ?  The  mere  state- 
ment of  this  case  renders  it  so  perfectly  absurd 
that  no  argument  is  necessary  to  convince  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  of  its  utter  impractibility. 
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I  have  aaother  objection  1o  this  system,  tliat 
will  :iave  its  weight  with  the  people,  whea  they 
come  to  vote  on  the  constitution.  And  that  is, 
the  expense  necessarily  incurred  in  carrying  out 
the  details  of  this  plan.  You  propose  to  pay 
this  Board  of  Education  the  same  per  diem  and 
mileage  that  you  pay  members  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  Chancellor's  salary  must  be 
equal  to  that  of  a  Supreme  Judje.  Then  there 
are  the  incidental  expenses  of  each  session, 
which  will  amount  to  at  least  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, including  printing, paper,  postage,  &c.,  &c. 
Are  we  not  hazarding  the  success  of  the  consti- 
tution by  loading  it  down  with  a  dead  weight 
like  this'? 

But  this  is  not  all;  the  Board  can  hold  as 
many  sessions  in  each  year  as  a  m;^jority  see 
proper,  for  the  Governor  is  required  to  convene 
the  Board  at  any  time  when  a  majority  request 
him  to  do  so.  Now  hare  we  any  assurance  that 
the  members  of  this  Board  of  Education  will 
not  be  influenced  by  the  same  selfish  consid- 
erations that  the  gentleman  assures  us  influence 
and  control  the  other  General  Assemblies  of  the 
State?  For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  am  unwilling 
to  trust  the  majority  of  this  Board  with  such 
unlimited  powers,  when  the  temptations  to  go 
astray  are  so  temptingly  held  out  to  them.  Hu- 
man nature  is  human  nature,  the  world  over  ; 
and  honest  men  often  find  themselves  influenced 
in  the  line  of  duty,  when  the  stimulus  to  the 
performance  of  that  duty  is  found  in  the  strong 
box  ot  the  government. 

Atter  what  has  been  said,  it  is  needless  to  add 
that  my  preference  is  for  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  minority  ;  not  because  I  consider  that  plan 
a  perfect  one,  but  because  it  is  susceptible  of 
modification  and  amendments  that  will  not  des- 
troy its  utility. 

I  do  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  friends  of 
education  in  this  convention  will  not  permit 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  from  the  real  ob- 
jections to  the  miijority  report,  by  the  eloquent 
appeals  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall.]  That  gentleman,  sir,  has  manifested  so 
much  zeal  in  the  advocacy  of  his  system,  and 
avowed  himself  so  strongly  in  favor  of  educa- 
tion, that  I  find  it  hard  myself  to  keep  from 
yieljiug  to  his  impulsive  spirit,  and  casting  my 
juilgmeiit  to  the  winds.  Still,  1  do  hope,  sir, 
that  the  result  of  our  deliberations  will  he  the 
establishment  of  a  new  era  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation iu  our  young  and  noble  State. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
Scott,  [.Mr.  Ells,]  the  only  gentleman  who  seems 
to  take  any  part  in  tliis  discussion,  did  not  por- 
tray the  etfccts  of  his  own  proposition.  It  is  a 
great  deal  easier  to  tear  down  than  to  build  n\); 
and  to  find  fault  with  the  plan  of  aiintlier,  than 
to  portray  the  results  tliat  will  follow  irom  the 
operation  of  one's  own  system.  It  is  a  great 
deal  easier  to  declare  what  is  wrong  than  what 
is  right. 

The  effect  of  the  proposition  I  present  is,  not 
to  take  power  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people,   but  to  give  it  to    them ;  to  those  who 


shall  make  it  their  sole  business  to  advance  the 
interests  of  education,  and  who  will  have  no 
other  duties  of  a  public  nature  to  d'vert  their 
minds  from  this  one  cause.  The  gentleman  from 
Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  says  that  you  cannot  have,  in 
such  a  body  as  we  propose,  the  concentrated 
voice  of  the  people  to  such  an  extent  as  you  can 
in  the  General  Assembly.  Now  I  would  rather 
trust  eighteen  men,  whose  lives  have  been  de- 
voted to  this  one  subject,  than  the  whole  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  your  legislature  ;  for  in  a 
large  body  of  that  number,  there  are  innumera- 
ble other  objects  that  demand  and  engross  their 
attention,  and  to  which  they  can  only  devote  a 
limited  portion  of  time.  The  same  feeling  will 
pervade  that  body  upon  this  subject,  as  we  have 
seen  evinced  here ;  for  it  seems  like  throwing 
cold  water  over  the  convention  when  we  attempt 
to  get  up  this  subject  of  education.  But  when 
we  get  up  the  bill  of  rights,  where  there  is  an 
opportunity  to  introduce  political  topics,  gen- 
tlemen are  willing  to  spend  a  week  upon  it.  I 
desire  to  remove  the  cause  of  education  from  all 
influences  of  this  nature,  and  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  meu  who  will  take  a  deep  interest  in 
its  success,  and  who  will  be  willing  to  devote 
their  time  and  attention  to  its   pressing  claims. 

The  gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  in  his 
report,  provides  for  a  Board  of  Education  ;  but 
he  gives  them  jurisdiction  in  indefinite  and  un- 
meaning language,  and  authorizes  their  appoint- 
ment without  limitation;  while,  in  the  report  from 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  we  give  form  and 
character  to  this  Board,  and  present  their  pow- 
ers clearly  and  accurately  defined.  That  is  the 
dilference  between  these  two  reports,  in  respect 
to  this  Board  of  Education.  The  question  be- 
tween us  then  is  simply  whether  we  shall  adopt 
a  system  which  shall  be  marked  by  efficiency, 
or  send  forth  to  the  people  a  system  which  shall 
be  marked  by  an  utter  want  of  this  quality,  so 
essential  to  carry  on  any  great  enterprise. 
There  is  eflSciency  in  the  system  recommended 
by  the  majority  report,  for  the  Board  is  elected 
and  may  organize  without  the  aid  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  it  may  exercise  its  powers  without 
their  interference. 

The  gentleman  from  Scott  seems  to  re- 
gard the  plan  proposed  by  us  as  a  great  inno- 
vation ;  and  he  is  fearful  that  we  are  about  to 
take  a  step  of  which  we  will  repent.  AVhat  is 
the  experience  of  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  years 
upon  this  subject,  during  the  time  we  have  had 
our  jiresent  common  school  system  in  force? 
The  cause  of  education  has  advanced,  not  be- 
cause it  has  had  tlie  hand  of  benevolence 
stretched  out  by  the  legislature  to  aid  it,  but  it 
has  advanced  in  spite  of  the  logi.slatui'c.  The 
legislature  have  done  more  mischief  to  the  cause 
ol  education  in  this  State  than  they  have  done 
good. 

No  person,  however  little  notice  he  may  have 
taken  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  can 
fail  to  see  that  the  cause  of  schools  and  of  edu- 
cation has  reached  its  present  condition  here  in 
spile  of  no  legislation  in    its  behalf.      It   is   a 
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cause  which  cannot  be  crushed,  no  matter  how 
greatly  you  neglect  it,  or  how  little  attention 
you  pay  to  its  demands.  Despite  the  neglect 
bestowed  upon  it  by  the  legislature,  within  the 
last  ten  years,  it  still  lives  and  retains  a  firm 
hold  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  It  will  still 
continue  to  struggle  on  and  grow  under 
all  the  difficulties  with  which  legislation 
may  surround  it.  If  it  can  be  left  to  itself,  iu 
the  hands  of  men  who  would  call  out  its  ener- 
gies, men  who  would  devote  their  time  and  tal- 
ents to  develope  and  pe^-fect  it,  we  should  be 
rendering  an  incalculable  service  to  the  State, 
and  the  rising  generation. 

"What  I  desire  to  do,  is  to  give  full  and  free 
scope  for  the  development  of  the  energies  and 
talent  of  those  who  may  be  called  upon  to  per- 
fect our  system  of  school  education  ;  and  for 
this  purpose  we  should  have  a  board  composed 
of  men  who  have  no  other  public  duties  to  per- 
form, and  who  would  solely  and  wholely  repre- 
sent the  cause  of  education. 

That  is  what  I  desire.  I  am  pleading  here 
the  cause  of  those  who  cannot  speak  for  them- 
selves ;  and  in  their  behalf  I  ask  that  this  sub- 
ject may  be  turned  over  to  men  who  have  a  de- 
sire to  elevate  the  cause  of  education  in  this 
State.  It  appears  to  me,  if  we  do  our  duty  like 
men,  and  desire  to  afford  the  best  means  in  our 
power  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
State,  we  should  at  least  open  a  door  through 
which  this  struggling  cause  of  education  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  increase  its  usefulness, 
by  having  its  interests  entrusted  to  men  whose 
sole  and  special  duty  it  will  be  to  take  this  sub- 
ject into  consideration. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  subject,  and 
they  are  by  no  means  novel.  They  are  such  as 
will  naturally  suggest  themselves  to  all  intelli- 
gent and  inquiring  minds.  I  ask  you,  gentle- 
men, if  you  were  compelled  to  devise  means  for 
educating  the  children  of  the  state,  what  would 
you  do  ?  Would  you  not  call  around  you  men 
who  were  honest  and  zealous  in  the  cause  which 
you  wished  to  advance,  and  who  felt  a  deep  and 
abiding  interest  in  the  promotion  of  a  cause 
which  should  lie  near  the  heart  of  every  lover 
of  his  country?  Would  you  not  give  them  free 
scope  to  pursue  their  labors  entirely  untrammel- 
led and  uncontrolled  by  the  outside  clamors  of 
those  who  guide  their  actions  by  the  varying 
phases  which  the  political  arena   may   assume  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Scott,  in  his  argument, 
opposed  the  appointment  of  a  chancellor,  as  we 
have  provided  in  this  report.  There  are  many 
questions  connected  with  a  system  of  schools, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  well  to  leave 
to  such  an  officer  as  is  proposed  here ;  such 
questions,  for  instance,  as  arise  in  the  division 
and  organization  of  school  districts.  It  would 
be  better  to  refer  them  to  an  officer,  who  has 
been  selected  for  this  purpose,  on  account  of  his 
cultivated  mind  and  sound  judgment,  than  to 
leave  those  decisions  to  justices  of  the  peace, 
who  may  perhaps  live  in  the  neighborhood 
where  these  questions  originate.     I  would  keep 


all  these  questions  out  of  our  courts  as  much  as 
possible  ;  I  think  by  keeping  them  out  it  would 
stifle,  in  a  great  degree,  the  spirit  of  litigation, 
and  the  contentions  which  are  so  apt  to  arise 
upon  these  subjects,  and  w^ich  soon  lead  to 
neighborhood  quarrels. 

If  matters  of  this  kind  are  to  be  decided  by 
a  justice  of  a  peace,  it  will  very  often  happen 
that  he  may  be  partial  to  one  side  or  the  other, 
and  the  party  aggrieved  thereby  accordingly 
takes  the  case  up  to  the  district  court,  and  then 
the  whole  district  becomes  enlisted  upon  one  side 
or  the  other,  of  what  was  before  a  neighborhood 
affur,  producing  upon  both  sides  an  endless 
state  of  bad  feeling. 

I  would  propose,  as  the  tribunal  to  settle 
these  questions,  a  chancellor,  who,  after  exam- 
ining the  evidence  carefully,  shall  examine  the 
rules  of  law  bearing  upon  the  particular  ques- 
tions presented,  and  determine  them  according- 
ly. Such  a  system  would  obviate,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  expenses  attendant  upon  ordinal  y 
litigation,  and  it  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  the 
best  and  cheapest  way  to  dispose  of  all  these 
questions.  Your  present  system  for  the  dis- 
posal of  these  questions  is  without  efficiency, 
and  has  nothing  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  de- 
cisions made  under  it. 

The  system  of  education,  as  now  established 
in  this  State,  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
its  present  inefficient  condition,  but  we  should 
make  provision  here  by  which  it  maybe  allowed 
such  scope  as  will  permit  it  to  grow  and  expand 
under  the  fostering  care  of  those  to  whom  its  in- 
terests will  be  especially  dear.  We  need  a  board 
of  education  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  whose  offices  shall  not  be 
made  dependent  upon  the  mere  caprice  and  the 
constantly  changing  minds  of  the  Legislature. 
They  should  be  men  of  character  and  integrity, 
who  will  have  an  obJQCt  in  maintaining  the  in- 
terests entrusted  to  their  charge. 

If  there  are  provisions  in  this  report  which 
need  correction  and  revision,  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  go  to  work  and  honestly  endeavor  to  make 
the  needful  amendments.  But  I  do  entreat  them 
to  retain  the  great  principle  which  we  have  in- 
corporated here — that  of  giving  stability  and 
permanency  to  the  cause  of  education. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  am  favorably  impressed  with 
this  plan,  but  I  do  not  altogether  understand  it. 
I  understand  that,  under  this  system,  the  board 
of  education  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  school 
or  university  funds.  I  like  that  proposition  very 
well,  but  I  regret  that  this  matter  has  been  pre- 
sented at  this  time.  I  did  indulge  the  hope  that 
the  committee  would  not  at  this  time  puss  upon 
it.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the  committee  rise, 
report  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  have  been  trying  to  get  the 
committee  to  entertain  a  proposition  which  I  de- 
sired to  submit  in  reference  to  the  common 
school  fund.     When  I  left  home  it  was   urged 
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upon  my  attention,  by  some  of  the  people  in  my 
district,  that  we  should,  if  possible,  make  some 
ditferent  provision  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of 
the  school  fund  from  that  which  now  exists. 
They  considered  tljat  it  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
diveVted  from  the  object  of  paying  teachers'  sal- 
aries, and  was  spent  in  the  payment  of  officers. 
This  was  considered  unnecessary.  About  the 
time  of  the  creation  of  the  committees,  I  intro- 
duced a  resolution,  to  which  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands.  It  was  similar  to  that  which  I  now  hold 
in  ray  hands,  and  which  I  would  offer  as  an 
amendment  here,  hoping  that  it  will  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  members. 

"  All  nr»onies  that  have  accrued,  or  that  may 
accrue,  to  the  school  fund  of  this  State,  under 
the  second  section  of  the  ninth  article  of  our 
Constitution,  on  education  and  school  lands, 
shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  State,  and 
all  holders  thereof  shall  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  Treasurer  as  fast  as  existing  con- 
tracts mature.  On  the  first  Monday  of  February 
of  each  year,  the  auditor  and  secretary  of  state 
shall  distribute  to  each  county  their  proportion, 
and  the  county  treasurer  shall  draw  the  same ; 
the  amount  tijus  distributed  to  be  drawn  by  the 
districts  or  teachers,  as  provided  by  the  General 
Assembly  ;  all  to  be  done  by  ex-otiicio  salaried 
officers,  and  without  charge  to  the  said  fund." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  think, 
sir,  that  this  apparent  indifference  manifested  by 
the  Convention,  this  evening,  arises  from  any 
want  of  interest  in  the  subject,  but  from  the  fact 
that  we  are  most  of  us  unprepared  to  act  upon 
the  subject  to-day.  As  has  been  remarked  by 
the  genileman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  for  the 
last  twenty-four  hours  we  have  been  involved  in 
an  exciting  political  discussion  here.  I,  for  one, 
feel  myself  unprepared  to  go  into  the  discussion 
of  this  subject ;  and  I  think,  important  as  this 
question  is,  in  its  bearings  upon  the  future  pros- 
perity and  interests  of  this  State,  it  would  bet- 
ter not  be  pressed  to  a  hearing  at  this  particular 
time.  With  this  view,  and  feeling  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State,  in  relation  to  the  subject,  will 
be  promoted  by  laying  this  over  for  the  present, 
I  move  tltat  the  committee  rise,  report  progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  v/as  agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
reported  that  the  Convention  had  had  under  con- 
sideration, in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  subject 
of  education  and  school  lands,  had  made  some 
progress  therein  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  leave  was  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIIAER, 

This  subject  was  made  the  special  order  for  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 


Order  of  Business. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  that  the  Convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  am  averse  to  having  that  taken 
up  now,  and  will  move  to  take  up  the  report  of 
the  standing  committee  on  miscellaneous  busi- 
ness, as  a  substitute  for  that  motion.  I  fear  that 
if  we  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  bill  of  rights,  we  shall  again  be  precipitated 
into  just  such  a  discussion  as  we  have  had  for 
twenty-four  hours  past.  I  do  not  want  to  hear 
any  more  of  that  just  now. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  this  report  was 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

Mr.  SKIFF  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  TRAER.  My  object  in  making  that  mo- 
tion is  to  take  up  this  subject  and  dispose  of  it. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  need  to  take  up  much  time 
with  it.  Let  us  dispose  of  it,  and  give  it  into 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Revision. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Bill  of  Eights. 

The  Convention  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

The  first  section  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  All  men  are,  by  nature,  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  have  certain  unalienable  rights — 
among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possessing  and 
protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining 
safety  and  happiness." 

The  committee  propose  to  amend  this  section 
by  striking  out  the  word  "independent,"  in  the 
first  line,  and  inserting  "equal." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  wish  to  make  the  simple 
statement  that  this  was  not  the  report  of  the 
whole  committee,  but  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  As  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  did  not  concur  in  that  amendment,  but 
presented  a  dissenting  report  yesterday  morning, 
in  which  I  stated  that  I  saw*  no  necessity  for 
striking  out  "  independent"  and  inserting 
•'equal." 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  to  insert  the  wore  "politi- 
cally" before  "equal." 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not 
true  that  all  men  are  by  nature  free  and  politi- 
cally equal.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be 
a  clashing  between  the  two  sorts  of  rights.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  read  very  well. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  They  are  not  equal  intellectual- 
ly nor  socially.  They  are  only  equal  political- 
ly. One  person's  rights  politically  are  just  as 
dear,  and  just  as  sacred  as  another's.  One  man 
lias  just  as  good  a  right  to  maintain  those  rights 
as  another.  That  is  the  only  kind  of  equality  I 
think  there  is  in  mankind,  political  equality. 
That  is  what  is  meant   by  this    section,  for  we 
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can  find  no  other  meaning  than  that.  If  it  has 
any  meaning  it  must  be  that.  Men  do  not  look 
alike,  nor  act  alike.  They  are  not  alike  in  any 
respect  except  political  equality,  and  some  deny 
even  that. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  do  not  think  the 
section  would  be  correct  with  the  amendment, 
merely  by  the  insertion  of  this  word.  But  if  my 
friends  will  amend  it  so  that  it  shall  read, 

"  All  men  are  created  free,  and  are  entitled 
to  political  equality,"  I  should  certainly  be  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Are  not  men  by  nature  political- 
ly equal ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  No,  sir ;  they  can- 
not by  nature  be  politically  equal. 

Mr.  SOLOMON  moved  a  call  of  the  Conven- 
tion ;   which  was  ordered. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll, 
which  resulted :  present,  34  ;  absent  2,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Present — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunk- 
er, Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  SkifiF,  Sol- 
omon, Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  iToung. 

Absent — Messrs.  Cotton  and  Johnston. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  Mr.  Cotton  was 
absent  on  leave  of  the  Convention. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  dispatched  after 
Mr.  Johnston. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  that  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order,  the  object 
of  the  call  not  having  been  attained. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  that  the  Convention  take  a 
recess  for  ten  minutes. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  having  appeared  and  taken 
his  seat,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  would  enlighten  the 
convention  as  to  the  object  of  this  particular 
change  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.  I  might  be  induc- 
ed to  vote  for  the  change,  perhaps,  if  I  knew 
what  we  were  to  gain  by  it. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  believe  that  I  first  suggest- 
ed an  amendment  of  this  kind  to  the  section.  I 
do  not  consider  it  of  any  very  great  importance 
whether  this  section  is  in  the  constitution  at  all. 
When  any  community  form  a  government,  they 
generally  determine  upon  the  plan  of  that  gov- 
ernment; and  as  to  any  abstract  principles 
which  may  be  adopted,  they  have  probably  lit- 
tle to  do  with  the  government  itself.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  as  we  had  undertaken  to  lay  down 
in  this  section  of  our  Bill  of  Rights,  a  kind  of 
geological,  or  rather  theological  substratum 
upon  which  to  build  our  goverement,  it  would 
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be  proper  for  us  to  get  that  as  nearly  correct  as 
possible.  It  occurred  to  me  that  it  was  not  ab- 
solutely true  in  the  nature  of  things,  thatallmen 
were  by  nature  independent,  but  I  supposed  it 
was  true  that  by  nature  each  man  had  equal 
rights,  whatever  power  might  restrain  him  from 
the  exercise  of  those  rights.  So  I  proposed  that 
some  such  amendment  as  this  should  be  mads 
when  the  question  first  cam-  up.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  matter 
at  all.  I  do  not  think  it  of  any  vast  importance 
to  the  constitution,  whetLcr  this  amendment  ii 
made  or  not.  It  appears  a)  me  to  be  nearer  tho 
truth  ;  and  as  in  this  fir>i  section  we  appear  to 
be  laying  down  somethi>;','  to  declare  as  our 
ipsi  dixit,  a  fact  in  nature,  although  not  partic- 
ularly applicable  to  government,  as  we  seem  to 
be  traveling  back,  to  lay  down  our  opinions  of 
what  man  is  by  nature,  it  appeared  to  me  bet- 
ter that  we  should  make  our  statement  as  con- 
sistent with  the  facts  as  possible. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  propose  to  detain  the  con- 
vention but  a  moment;  but  from  the  position  in 
which  I  was  placed,  upon  the  special  committee, 
having  been  under  the  necessity  of  giving  this 
matter  some  attention,  I  would  like  to  say  to 
the  convention  that  I  examined  with  some  caro 
the  bills  of  rights  of  the  constitutions  of  all  the 
States,  and  compared  the  language  of  our  own 
with  that  made  use  of  in  the  several  constitu- 
tions, where  they  intended  to  define  that  partic- 
ular principle  of  government,  that  peculiar 
right  of  equality  that  men  naturally  hold  to  each 
other.  I  find  that  the  particular  form  of  expres- 
sion made  use  of  in  our  constitution,  is  used  of- 
tener  than  any  other  form  of  expression,  in  at- 
tempting to  define  that  particular  right.  It  is 
true  that  it  is  not  used  in  all  of  them,  and  that 
the  word  proposed  by  the  gentleman  and  recoai- 
mended  by  the  committee,  is  used  in  a  very 
small  number ;  but  the  won'  'equal'  is  not  used 
so  often  as  the  word  "independent,"  in  that 
connection  ;  and  this  appeared  to  me  as  ona 
reason  why  we  should  adhere  to  tho  expression 
we  have  heretofore  used.  So  I  attempted  in  the 
report  I  made  here,  to  discuss  this  matter,  and 
to  present  the  true  ground  upon  which  it  should 
stand. 

I  apprehend,  as  the  gentleman  from  Washing- 
ton [Mr.  Bunker]  has  said,  that  it  is  of  no  prac- 
tical importance,  and  that  no  individual  will  be 
deprived  of  any  inherent  rights,  or  will  acquire 
any  rights  which  otherwise  they  would  not  have 
in  consequence  of  the  chao.;e.  But  I  think  tha 
word  "independent"  expre!=se3  what  we  desire 
to  express,  better  than  any  word  we  can  make 
use  of.  And  I  think  the  liu  '  that  it  has  been  so 
often  used  in  the  constituti  ms  of  other  States, 
is  some  reason  why  we  should  adhere  to  it ;  be- 
cause they  certainly  had  as  great  a  number  of 
members,  and  as  good  patriots,  as  ripe  schol- 
ars, as  we  have,  in  the  nation.  And  we  have 
some  reason  to  conclude  that  they  were  pretty 
generally  correct,  and  this  is  their  verdict  as  to 
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the  best  word  to  be  used   in  expressing   and  de- 
fining our  political  rights. 

Another  reason  for  my  preference  for  the  word 
"independent,"  is  that  1  see  no  necessity  for  a 
change  when  we  do  not  gain  anything  by  the 
change.  It  is  admitted  so  far  as  practicabil- 
ity is  concerned  we  do  not  gain  anything  by  the 
change.  As  I  understand  it,  we  merely  wish  to 
give  a  definition  to  that  particular  principle 
which  we  believe  underlies  all  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment, to  define  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
universal  rights  of  man.  Xow  if  we  hold  to  these 
doctrines,  as  we  certainly  do,  that  the  people 
are  sovereign,  then  in  matters  of  government 
we  certainly  hold  that  they  are  indeiiendent ; 
and  1  understand  that  this  is  what  we  are  at- 
tempting to  define,  that  there  is  no  power  beyond 
that  of  the  people  when  legitimately  and  proper- 
ly  expressed  ;  and  if  there  is  not,  they  are  cer- 
tainly independent.  We  are  simply  desiring, 
as  1  understand  it,  to  give  some  expression  to 
what  we  conceive  to  be  the  rights  of  man,  po- 
litically if  you  please,  naturally  if  you  desire  to 
Lave  it  so.  It  does  not  matter  particularly 
which  we  are  speaking  of.  Our  rights  must  be 
limited  politically,  because  we  all  compromise 
something  in  coming  together.  We  understand 
that  man  in  a  natural  state  cannot  be  particular- 
ly subject  to  any  government  at  all ;  but  that 
all  governments  are  made  by  a  compromise,  and 
that  the  individual  rights  of  the  citizen  are  all 
complicated  for  the  general  rights  and  well-being 
of  the  community.  We  must  make  that  kind  of 
compromise  whenever  we  undertake  to  form  a 
government;  we  must  make  that  compromise 
which  will  best  secure  the  entire  interests  of  the 
•whole.  And  in  viewing  the  question  in  that 
light,  it  strikes  me  that  "independent"  is  the  bet- 
ter word  ;  for  the  people  as  a  government  are 
independent  of  any  other  source  of  power. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  objected  to  this  matter  coming 
up  before  theconven  ion.  I  was  fearful  it  might 
lead  off  into  some  discussion.  I  believe  the 
question  is  now  upon  changing  the  word  •'  in- 
dependent" for  the  word  "equal";  and  upon 
that  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  vras 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  striking  out  "  independent,"  and  in- 
eerting  "  equal,"  it  was  agreed  to.  Yeas  20; 
nays  15 — as  follows  : 

y^eaj — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark, 
of  Alamakce,  Clarke,  of  Henry  ;  Clarke,  of  John- 
son; Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Cray,  llollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Scott,  beely.  Skiff,  Todliunter,  Traer, 
"Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Xa7js. — Messrs.  Ayre.?,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  and  Solomon. 

The  next  section  referred  to  the  special  com- 
mittee was  the  following: 

No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  quali- 
fi  cation  for  any  office   or  public   trust,   and  no 


person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights, 
privileges  or  capacities,  or  disqualified  from  the 
performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  private  du- 
ties, or  rendered  incompetent  to  give  evidence 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  consequence  of 
his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  religion. 

Upon  this  section  the  committee  had  submit- 
ted separate  reports. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Mr.  Harris  and  myself,  mak- 
ing a  majority  of  the  committee,  recommend 
the  adoption  of  that  section  without  amendment, 
but  give  different  reasons  for  coming  to  that 
conclusion. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  was  an  amend- 
ment pending  when  this  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, which  has  been  reported  back  in  a  modified 
form  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee; 
and  if  ii-.  oe  in  order  I  will  move  that  as  au 
amendment, 

Mr.  CL.\RKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  inquire 
what  became  of  the  proposition  pending  at  the 
time  this  was  referred  to  the  committee.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  action  of  the  committee  can- 
not make  an  amendment  or  modify  an  amend- 
ment, or  cut  off  the  action  of  the  convention 
upon  an  amendment.  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee have  reported  against  this  amendment; 
but  still  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amendment  is 
still  pending  and  must  be  acted  upon  by  the 
convention,  either  as  it  went  to  the  committee 
or  as  it  is  reported  back  by  a  member  of  the 
committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  a  different 
opinion.  The  committee  referred  the  section  back 
in  the  same  shape  in  which  it  was  referred  to 
them,  proposing  no  amendment  or  change.  The 
amendment  pending  when  the  reference  was 
made,  had  not  been  acted  upon  ;  it  had  not 
been  adopted. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  That  is  the  fact; 
but  did  the  reference  cut  off  the  amendment 
which  was  pending,  but  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  ought  not  to 
be  adopted  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
that  it  did. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  suppose  that 
does  not  preclude  amending  the  section. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  suppose  that 
this  would  be  left  in  exactly  the  same  position 
in  which  it  stood  when  it  went  to  the  committee. 
I  suppose  the  section  is  before  the  convention 
either  to  amend  or  to  pass  it  as  it  is,  without 
amendment.  I  suppose  that  the  amendment  of 
the  minority  of  the  committee  is  in  order. 

The  PRESIDE.XT.  Parliamentary  practice 
requires  that  the  amendments  of  the  committee 
shall  bo  first  acted  upon. 

Mr.  CL.\RKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  no  other 
amendment  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  tenth  section  was  amend- 
ed in  the  convention,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  section  as  amended. 
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They  recommended  no  alteration  in  the  section 
referred  to  them. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  understand  that 
the  only  amendment  proposed  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee  has  been  acted  upon. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendments  of  the 
committee  having  been  acted  upon,  the  Chair  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  force  of  the  previous 
question  is  exhausted,  and  that  the  article  is 
now  open  for  amendment. 

Jlr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  amend 
the  3d  section  by  adding  the  following  ; 

"And  any  party  to  anyjudicial  proceeding  shall 
have  the  right  to  use  as  a  witness,  or  take  the 
testimony  of,  any  other  person  not  interested 
in  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  who  may  be 
cognizant  of  any  fact  material  to  the  case  ;  and 
parties  to  suits  may  be  witnesses  as  provided  by 
law." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  certainly  opposed  to  admit- 
ting that  into  the  constitution.  It  is  opening 
the  door  to  conflict  with  other  portions  of  the 
constitution.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  that  ia  case  of  criminal  prose- 
cutiou  the  accused  shall  have  the  benefit  of  be- 
ing confronted  by  the  witnesses  against  h  m; 
but  he  is  not  allowed  to  take  depositions.  This  is 
an  innovation  and  had  better  be  left  out.  It 
has  been  well  enough  and  safe  enough  hereto- 
fore.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  presume  that  there  is  a 
very  material  and  important  principle  involved 
in  this  amendment.  It  not  only  provides  that 
parties  to  civil  suits  may  be  witnesses  them- 
selves, may  offer  themselves  as  witnesses,  but 
allows  defendants  charged  with  crime  to  become 
witnesses.  I  think  that  would  be  the  opera- 
tion of  the  amendment. 

Mr  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  drew  that  pro- 
vision with  some  care  for  the  very  purpose  of 
obviating  the  suggestions  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Davis.  The  proposition  is  simply  this,  that  any 
party  to  a  judicial  proceeding  may  use  any  other 
party  as  a  witness,  who  is  not  interested  in  the 
subject  matter  of  the  suit,  just  as  the  law  now 
stands  in  relation  to  interest  in  a  suit.  It  will 
not  etfect  the  rights  of  criminals  any  more  than 
our  present  laws.  Under  our  present  laws  a 
criminal  may  take  depositions  against  him,  be- 
cause the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
gives  him  the  right  of  being  confronted  with  his 
witnesses.  There  is  not  then  any  force  in  the 
objections  urged  by  either  gentlemen. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  words  "who  may  be  cog- 
nizant of  any  facts  material  to  this  case,"  I 
think  are  exceptionable.  They  may  not  be,  but 
it  strikes  me  that  it  throws  a  vast  responsibility 
upon  some  individual  to  determine  with  accura- 
cy whether  certain  facts  are  material  to  the 
case.  I  suppose  the  party  has  the  right  to  take 
depositions  and  testimony,  judging  for  himself 
what  he  will  require;  and  then  I  understand 
that  the  court  will  be  the  judge,  and  throw  out 
those  things  not  deemed  to  be  relevant.     I  wish 


some  friend  of  the  amendment  would  make  this 
clear  to  me,  if  I  misunderstand  it;  for  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  as  I  understand  it,  the  court  would 
have  the  discretionary  power  to  determine 
whether  testimony  is  relevant  or  irrelevant,  and 
also  as  to  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  tho 
trial. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Clayton  [Mr.  Scott,]  that  I  think 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  the  legal  construc- 
tion of  that  clause. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  not ;  but  it  struck  m» 
that  there  was  something  wrong  in  the  wording. 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  man  would  have  th» 
right  to  detain  any  witnesses  he  sees  fit. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  in  the  last  clause,  the  word 
"civil"  before  "suits,"  so  as  to  read  : 

'*  And  parties  to  civil  suits  may  be  witnesses 
as  provided  by  law." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  it 
was  rejected  ;  yeas  9  ;  nays  26,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of 
Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gower, 
Gray,  Palmer  and  Scott. 

Nays^The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris, 
HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ot  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  18  ;  nays  17, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin, 
Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer, 
Warren  and  Winchester. 

Nays — The   President,    Messrs.    Ayres,    Day, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillrtspy,    Hall,  Harris,  John- 
ston, Palmer,    Patte^^on,  Peters,  Price,  Robin-   • 
son,  Solomon,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  that  the  article  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  are  two  sections  yet  to 
be  passed  upon,  the  tenth  and  the  eighteenth. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  propose  to  move  to  amend 
section  ten  as  soon  as  it  is  reached. 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  move  to  amend  section 
eighteen  by  adding  to  it  that  portion  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  state  that  that  amend- 
ment was  made  in  the  convention  before  it  went 
to  the  committee.  The  committee  concur  unan- 
imously in  recommending  that  it  remain  as  it  is. 
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The  gentleman's  amendment  has  been  already 
made. 

Mr.  TRAER.  Did  the  chair  rule  my  motion 
out  of  order  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
chair,  the  motion  to  amend  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Section  ten  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  and  in  all 
cases  involving  the  lite  or  liberty  of  an  indi- 
Tidual,  the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a 
epeedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury ;  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  accusation  against  him  ;  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  -witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have 
compulsory  process  for  his  own  witnesses,  and 
to  have  the  assistance  of  a  counsel. 

I  move  to  amend  this  section  by  striking  out 
the  words,  "  and  in  all  cases  involving  the  life 
or  liberty  of  an  individual;'"  and  I  would  like  to 
say  a  single  word  in  defence  of  that  amend- 
ment. 

It  may  be,  sir,  that  these  words  if  allowed  to 
remain,  would  not  be  fraught  with  the  conse- 
quences I  fear  they  would  ;  but,  in  considering 
this  matter,  I  have  t:iken  pains  to  search  the 
constitutions  of  all  i'u  several  States  of  the 
U)\ion  ;  and  I  find  ''•.  .  there  is  not  in  a  solitary 
one  of  them  such  a  provision  as  that,  or  any- 
thing which  would  cm  ly  the  same  force  or  effect 
that  that  would.  Goutlemen  may  think,  per- 
haps, that  that  is  a  strong  expression  ;  but  if 
they  will  take  the  trouble  to  make  the  examina- 
tion, I  think  they  will  find  it  to  be  true.  I  cer- 
tainly made  the  comparison  with  some  little 
care,  in  order  that  I  might  ascertain,  if  possible, 
■whether  we  were  striking  out  new  ground  in  re- 
lation to  this  matter;  and  I  think  we  are.  If 
gentlemen  will  take  tlic  trouble  to  compare  these 
dilferent  provisions,  tliey  will  see  tlie  objection 
to  this  clause  Tb  ^  )  jasou  will  at  once  occur  to 
them  why  tliat  lanj  ui-ge  is  not  inserted  in  other 
constitutions.  So  ir  as  the  rest  of  the  section 
is  concerned,  they  will  find  it  in  most  of  the 
State  constitutions.  In  some  shape  or  other,  I 
think  they  will  fin(^  it  in  all  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  States  :  but  that  clause  cannot  be 
found  there.  I  apprehend  the  reason  for  it  is 
simply  this. 

There  are  two  classes  of  cases  that  may  arise, 
and  {leihnjis  will  arise  under  our  constitution, 
in  which  1  think  gentlemen  would  say  at  once  a 
person  would  not  be  entitled  to  a  jury  trial  in 
this  state.  The  import  of  that  clause  is  to  givt 
any  person  that  may  I)e  arrested,  who  may  be 
taken  up  in  any  shape  or  way  in  this  state,  the 
right  of  jury  trial  immediately,  and  in  this 
Btate.  I  say  that  the  language  cannot  result  in 
Hnytliin".'  else  than  giving  to  any  person  taken 
up,  under  any  circumi-tances  whatever,  the  right 
to  a  jury  trial  here.  Gentlemen  will  sec  atonco 
that  that  ought  noL  to  prevail  in  all  cases,  for 
the  reason  that  I  attempted  to  give  in  the  re- 
port read  here  yestt nlay. 

If  a  person  comniits  a  murder,  or  any  other 
crime,  in  any  other  slate  of  this  Union,  and  flees 


into  Iowa  and  is  arrested  here,  gentlemen  will 
see  at  once  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  jury  trial 
here.  He  must  be  tried  where  the  offence  is 
committed  ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  with  him 
here,  is  to  hand  him  over  to  the  officers  of  jus- 
tice to  take  him  for  trial  to  the  place  where  the 
offence  was  committed.  Gentlemen  will  see  that 
there  is  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  that  effect. 

So  far  as  fugitives  from  justice  are  concerned, 
I  think  this  clause  which  has  been  inserted  in 
that  section  would  come  into  conflict  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  would 
compel  us  to  repudiate  any  law  of  Congress 
passed  to  put  in  force  that  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

There  is  another  reason  that  strikes  my  mind. 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  political  discus- 
sion upon  that  question,  but  I  wish  to  be  under- 
stood upon  that  as  upon  anything  else.  1  do 
not  shrink  from  placing  myself  upon  the  record 
upon  this  as  well  as  other  questions.  And  I  say 
here  that  it  is  my  belief  that  this  provision  was 
inserted  here  with  the  intention  that  it  should 
have  the  construction  I  placed  upon  it.  In  fact, 
when  I  spoke  of  it  to  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, while  they  did  not  positively  avow  the 
doctrine,  they  went  so  far  as  to  saj^,  that  if  it 
did  go  so  far  it  made  no  difference  to  them,  that 
it  was  a  good  doctrine  and  they  would  maintain 
it. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  a  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  that  provides  for  the 
return  of  persons  whose  labor  may  be  due,  of 
fugitive  slaves,  if  you  please,  to  other  states  of 
this  Union.  This  provision  in  our  constitution 
would  prevent  any  person  from  being  removed, 
unless  he  first  had  a  jury  trial  here.  I  under- 
take to  say  that  he  cannot  have  a  jury  trial  here, 
for  simple  reasons.  The  laws  of  this  state  pre- 
vent any  person  from  holding  slaves  ;  and  would 
prevent  any  person  from  proving  their  right  to 
the  labor  of  any  person  who  might  be  a  slave. 
As  I  understand  the  laws  of  this  state,  passed 
under  our  constitution,  you  could  not,  there 
being  no  slaverj'  here,  j)rove  property  in  a  slave. 
This  would  not  be  the  proper  jilace  to  try  ques- 
tions of  that  kind.  He  could  only  be  fairly 
tried  where  the  question  of  the  legality  of  slav- 
ery would  not  arise. 

I  understand  that  this  provision  is  inserted 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  that  instead  of  tlie 
fugitive  slave  having  the  trial  by  jury  where  his 
labor  may  be  due,  he  shall  iiave  his  trial  here  ; 
which  would  be  equivalent  to  saying  at  once, 
tiiat  any  slave  in  the  territory  of  this  stateshall 
have  the  right  to  assert  his  freedom,  and  can- 
not be  remanded  back  into  slavery.  That  is  the 
true  meaning  of  that  clause,  I  suppose. 

While  I  do  not  desire  to  defend  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  or  the  moral  right  of  the  mas- 
ter to  reclaim  his  slave,  I  understand  there  is  a 
faith  pledged  ujjon  the  part  of  this  state,  and  of 
the  other  states  of  the  Union,  which  we  have 
not  the  right  to  trample  under  foot.     I  have  no 
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objection  to  going  upon  the  record  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  It  strikes  me 
that  the  gentleman  is  fetching  his  apprehensions 
from  a  great  distance  here.  In  the  first  place, 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  dechires 
that  a  person  shall  not  be  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law. 
Now  the  phrase  "due  process  of  law"  has  a 
known  definite  legal  signification.  It  means  a 
determination  of  the  fact  in  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law,  which  secure  the  right  of  jury  trial. 
That  covers  the  whole  ground.  Taking  all  that 
the  gentleman  claimed  that  this  provision  was 
intended  to  guaranty,  it  is  no  more  than  is  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
to  every  individual. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  simply  state  that  while 
I  do  not  find  this  provision  nor  the  one  he  speaks 
of  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor 
in  the  constitution  of  any  free  State,  the  term 
"  due  process  of  law"  is  contained  in  the  con- 
stitutions of  several  of  the  slave  States.  I  ap- 
prehend there  would  be  no  objection  to  insert- 
ing this  in  the  shape  of  the  "  due  process  of 
law"  which  he  speaks  of. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  apprehend  that 
if  the  gentleman  has  no  objection  to  a  provision 
in  the  constitution  of  this  State,  which  in  fact 
is  similar  to  that  in  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  will  have  no  reasonable  or  good 
objection  against  this  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion. There  is  another  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  almost  directly  upon 
this  point,  and,  it  strikes  me,  going  the  same 
length,  in  almost  every  conceivable  case,  with 
this  provision  in  the  tenth  section  of  our  bill  of 
rights.  It  is  the  provision  that  requires  that  in 
suits  where  the  value  of  the  controvers/  exceeds 
twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  jury  trial  shall  be 
secured.  Is  not  that  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  broad  and  effective 
as  the  provision  in  the  tenth  section  of  this  ar- 
ticle, which  the  gentleman  has  moved  to  strike 
out?  Apply  the  principles  of  either  of  these 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  L^nited 
States,  to  any  individual  who  may  be  arrested 
under  the  laws  of  this  State  or  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  State,  and  will  they  not  secure  to 
that  individual  all  the  rights  that  can  be  secured 
to  hira  by  the  section  which  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  have  stricken  out?  I  think  it  is  clear 
that  that  is  the  case.  Notwithstanding  that,  I 
am  desirous  that  this  provision  shall  remain  in 
this  constitution  for  a  number  of  reasons.  I 
know  it  is  secured  and  guaranteed  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  wherever  that 
constitution  is  applicable,  in  all  the  courts  gov- 
erned by  the  constitution.  If  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  contains  that  provision,  I 
apprehend  that  the  people  of  this  State  have  the 
right  to  place  it  in  their  constitution.  The  ob- 
jection raised  by  the  gentleman  seems  to  me  to 
have  no  valid  foundation.  He  says  that  fugi- 
tives from  justice  cannot  be  arrested  in  this 
State  under  this  provision  of  the  constitution. 


Mr.  HARRIS.  I  did  not  say  that  they  could 
not  be  arrested ;  but  that  they  would  be  entitled 
to  jury  trial  here. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Now  I  undertake 
to  say  that  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  a  jury 
trial  here.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  provi- 
sion ?  What  would  be  the  principle  at  the  foun- 
dation of  that  provision  ?  The  provision  says 
that  he  shall  not  be  deprived  of  liberty;  that  iS, 
upon  the  final  trial.  It  is  upon  the  trial  which 
is  to  settle  for  all  coming  time  the  question  as 
to  his  right  to  liberty  in  that  case.  It  is  the  fi- 
nal trial,  the  trial  provided  by  law,  according  to 
the  common  laws,  when  the  case  is  heard,  tha 
jury  is  empannelled,  and  the  verdict  is  pro- 
nounced. It  has  no  reference  to  his  being  ar- 
rested in  preparation  for  trial.  Are  not  persona 
arrested  every  day  for  the  purpose  of  examina- 
tion, to  ascertain  whether  there  is  proper  cause 
for  retaining  them  until  they  shall  bo  put  upon 
their  final  trial  ?  Under  the  requisition  of  the 
Governor  of  another  State,  upon  a  charge  made 
out  against  a  man  for  an  offense  committed 
against  a  man  in  that  State,  to  arrest  and  re- 
mand a  fugitive  from  justice  does  not  interfere 
at  all  with  the  provisions  of  this  constitution. 
But  the  real  difficulty  of  the  gentleman  lies,  I 
apprehend,  not  in  these  objections,  but  simply 
in  relation  to  the  last  t  opic  he  has  touched 
upon. 

I  am  willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  fairly  and 
squarely  upon  this  question.  I  claim  that  no 
State  can  be  sovereign,  no  people  can  be  inde- 
pendent, without  a  right  reposed  in  that  people, 
and  in  that  sovereignty,  to  protect  its  own  peo- 
ple, and  to  determine  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  sovereignty  the  right  of  the  people  found 
there  to  life  or  liberty.  I  hold  that  uu'css  we 
have  the  right  to  make  a  constitution  which  will 
secure  to  me  the  right  of  jury  trial,  if  I  am 
claimed  as  a  fugitive  slave,  without  that  right 
we  are  not  a  sovereign  people.  Without  that 
right  we  cannot  protect  every  individual  mem- 
ber of  society.  Without  that  right  we  cease  to 
be  a  sovereignty,  and  become  dependant  upon 
some  other  power.  Gentlemen  will  say  perhaps 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  my  being  claimed  as 
a  fugitive  slave.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  not.  I  apprehend  that  people  as  white  as  I 
am  have  Deen  claimed  as  fugitive  slaves.  And 
if  I  am  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
State,  it  is  a  principle  of  sovereignty,  that  if  I 
am  arraigned  upon  a  charge  tLat  I  do  not  owh 
myself,  that  I  am  not  a  free  man,  I  have  the 
right  to  a  trial  here  where  I  am  found  ;  and  the 
laws  of  the  State  should  guarantee  to  me  that 
right.  We  cannot  be  independent,  we  cannot 
be  sovereign,  without  that  right.  We  cannot 
protect  our  citizens  without  it.  I  do  not  car© 
whether  the  case  is  probable  or  not.  If  it  may 
be  so  that  either  myself  or  any  other  individual 
who  is  a  citizen  of  this  State,  may  be  claimed  as 
a  fugitive  from  service,  and  dragged  from  his 
home  in  this  State,  dragged  from  his  family, 
dragged  from  (he  presence  of  his  friends,  drag- 
ged from  the  spot   where  he  can    have  the  bes^, 
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means  of  proving^  his  freedom,  and  taken  into  a 
foreign  land,  into  another  State,  under  an  in- 
dependent sovereignty,  to  be  tried,  irrespective 
of  the  place  where  he  is  found  and  lives,  if  that 
mar  be  done,  there  is  no  essence  and  there  is  no 
meaning  in  the  term  "sovereignty." 

Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  principle  claimed  and  the  true  princi- 
ple. 

Suppose  that  a  man  in  Missouri  comes  over 
here  and  claims  a  horse,  which  he  finds  in  my 
possession,  lie  cannot  dispossess  me  of  that 
horse  and  take  it  to  Missouri  without  giving  me 
the  benefit  of  a  jury  trial  to  ascertain  whether 
that  horse  is  mine  or  his.  But  if  he  wishes  to 
put  in  a  false  claim  to  that  horse,  which  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  submit  to  a  jury  of  this 
State,  where  I  have  the  means  of  proving  that 
the  property  is  mine,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  go 
back  to  Missouri  and  make  out  a  case  descri- 
bing me  as  a  fugitive  slave.  Then  he  can  take 
me,  deprive  me  of  my  right  of  being  heard  by  a 
jury,  and  thus  secure  me  and  my  horse  too  ! 

What  a  glaring  inconsistency  in  principle. 
We  are  a  sovereign  State  that  will  allow  me 
the  right  of  a  jury  trial  when  the  value  of  a 
sixpeuce  is  brought  into  controversy ;  and  yet 
when  I  am  put  upon  trial  for  my  liberty,  which 
is  above  all  earthly  blessings,  I  am  deprived  of 
that  right.  This,  we  are  told,  is  a  principle  of 
sovereignty. 

I  maj'  be  met  by  being  reminded  that  an  act 
of  congress  has  established  the  law  that  I  may 
be  taken  away  Irom  this  place  asa  fugitive  slave, 
and  carried  to  South  Carolina  or  Texas,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  United  States,  as  a  fugitive 
slave,  and  that  I  shall  not  have  the  right  of  jury 
trial  here. 

I  admit  that  such  is  the  reading  of  that  law. 
But  there  are  serious  doubts  about  that  being 
constitutional.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  con- 
stitutional. I  believe  it  is  in  direct  conflict  with 
Rome  twelve  or  fourteen  provisions  of  the  con- 
Htitution  of  the  United  States.  Now  then  I 
wish  to  say  that  if  it  is  unconstitutional,  then 
•we  are  bound  by  all  means  to  place  in  our  con- 
Btitution  such  a  provision  as  tliis,  to  protect  our 
native  citizens.  If  the  law  is  constitutional,  and 
shall  be  upheld  by  our  tribunals,  this  provision 
can  do  no  harm  in  the  constitution,  because  the 
higher  law,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  will 
override  the  provisions  of  our  constitution.  So 
it  can  woik  no  injustice,  no  injury,  no  liarm,  in 
being  placed  there,  in  cither  case.  Viewing  it 
in  any  light  T  am  capable  of  viewing  it,  1  am  in 
favor  of  having  it  tiiere,  and  therefore  I  am  sin- 
cerely oj)posed  to  striking  it  out. 

I  think  it  is  a  duty  which  wo  owe  to  our- 
■elves,  to  onr  constituents,  and  to  the  ])eoplo 
tliroughout  the  State;  a  duty  which  the  people 
of  the  State  owe  to  each  other  and  to  them- 
selves, to  maintain  their  sovereignty,  to  main- 
tain the  principle  that  as  sovereigns,  they  have 
the  right  to  guarantee  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 


when  liberty  is  invaded,  to  every   person  found 
within  their  borders. 

When  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean  that  I  would 
advocate  disregarding  a  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  or  that  I  would  ad- 
vocate enacting  a  law  annulling  a  law  of  the 
United  States  ;  that  it  is  the  principle  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  the  person 
whose  liberty  is  questioned,  is  entitled  to  a  jury 
trial  here  at  home;  and  the  person  claiming 
him  may  produce  his  law  from  the  slave  States, 
by  which  he  is  to  be  proved  to  be  his  property. 
If  he  can  establish  by  proof  that  it  is  the  same 
person,  that  he  held  him  and  owned  him  as  a 
slave,  he  is  to  submit  these  proofs  to  a  jury  of 
the  country  where  the  man  is  found.  AH  the 
principles  of  right,  all  the  principles  of  justice, 
all  the  principles  of  humanity  demand  that  at 
our  hands. 

Whj%  sir,  what  was  one  of  the  most  serious 
charges  broujjht  by  our  forefathers  against 
Great  Britain,  and  one  of  their  most  substantial 
excuses  for  resisting  their  tyrannical  acts  ?  It 
was  that  they  transported  men  away  from  their 
homes,  beyond  the  seas,  away  from  their  friends 
and  relatives,  to  be  tried  in  courts  of  justice  not 
of  their  own  creating.  And  shall  we  be  less 
mindful  of  the  rights  of  our  own  people  in  our 
own  State,  than  were  our  ancestors  ?  Shall  an- 
other State  of  this  Union  come  into  our  State 
and  claim  to  sieze  any  person  found  within  our 
limits,  lay  their  hands  upon  him,  drag  him  from 
the  Siate,  away  from  his  home,  away  from  the 
evidence,  into  a  foreign  State,  to  be  tried  upon 
the  question  which  overrides  all  other  questions, 
the  right  of  that  man  or  that  woman,  it  may  be, 
to  his  or  her  freedom  ?  Never  will  such  a  pro- 
vision be  stricken  from  the  constitution  of  this 
State  with  my  consent. 

Mr.  WILSOInT.  It  has  been  remarked  by  one 
member  of  the  committee,  the  genileman  from 
Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris]  that  when  he  raised 
his  objection  to  this  clause,  before  the  commit- 
tee, it  was  said  by  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  even  though  that  ])rovision  should 
come  in  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  law,  the 
majority  of  that  committee  did  not  care.  I  was 
one  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  I  will 
repeat  here  to-day,  that  if  the  provision  under 
consideration  should  come  in  conflict  with  the 
fugitive  slave  law, _  I  do  not  care.  I  hold  the 
doctrine  which  has  been  enunciated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alamakee  [.Mr.  Clark],  that  the  fu- 
gitive slave  law  is  unconstitutional.  I  believe  it 
to  be  unconstitutional.  And,  sir,  if  we  do  put 
anything  into  our  constitution  which  will  con- 
flict with  that  law,  I  am  safe  in  saying,  that  for 
one  I  do  not  believe  I  am  coming  in  conflict  with 
tlie  oath  I  have  taken  to  support  the  constitu- 
of  the  United  States. 

Tiie  gentleman  says  that  this  may  bring  us  in 
to  conflict  witii  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion c.  f  the  United  States,  and  has  cited  two  in- 
stances— one  in  relation  to  fugitives  from  justice 
and  the  other  in  relation  to  fugitives  from  ser- 
vice or  labor.     There  is    a  wide    difference  be- 
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tweea  the  two  cases.  There  is  a  wide  distinc- 
tion in  the  constitution  itself,  a  distinction  wide 
enough,  in  my  judgment,  to  warrant  us  in  pla- 
cing this  provision  in  the  constitution  of  this 
State.  The  section  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
fi'om  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris],  in  relation  to  fu- 
gitives from  justice  is  in  these  words  : 

"  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason, 
felony  or  other  crime,  who  shall  tieo  from  jus- 
tice, and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on 
demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  State 
from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
crime." 

There  is  an  absolute  requirement  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  upon  the  States 
of  the  Union,  to  deliver  up  the  fugitive  on  the 
requisition  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  where 
the  crime  was  committed.  But  how  different  is 
the  language  in  relation  to  fugitives  from  service 
or  labor  : 

"No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into 
another,  shall,  in  coi.  sequence  of  any  law  or 
regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor 
may  be  due." 

I  undertake  to  say  that  there  is  a  vast  differ- 
ence between  these  two  propositions.  In  the 
first  place,  the  reason  why  the  fugitive  from 
justice  is  to  be  delivered  up,  on  the  requisition 
of  the  Governor  of  the  State  where  the  crime 
was  committed,  and  from  which  he  has  escaped, 
is  that  that  State  only  can  have  jurisdiction. 
The  crime  cannot  be  punished  excepting  by  the 
courts  of  the  atate  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
offence.  It  is  the  locality  that  gives  life  to  this 
provision.  But  in  the  other  case,  you  do  not 
charge  upon  a  man  the  commission  of  any  crime, 
and  the  charge  is  brought  primarily  against  the 
man  in  the  State  where  he  is  sought  to  be  re- 
claimed. If  you  bring  a  charge  against  a  man 
for  having  escaped  from  service  or  labor  due  in 
another  State,  your  charge  is  primary  in  its 
character,  and  is  brought  where  you  find  the 
man.  What  is  the  presumption  of  law  in  that 
case?  The  presumption  is  that  every  man  is  a 
freeman  until  he  is  shown  to  be  a  slave.  Where 
are  you  to  determine  that  ?  Under  the  jurisdic- 
tion where  the  charge  is  brought,  and  not,  as  in 
the  other  case,  under  the  jurisdiction  where  the 
crime  was  committed.  There  is  a  wide  distinc- 
tion, a  very  wide  distinction  between  the  two 
cases. 

For  that  reason  I  say  that  I  am  willing  to 
place  the  provision  under  consideration  in  the 
constitution  of  this  State.  Gentlemen  may  say 
that  it  will  bring  about  a  conflict  between  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  the  courts  of 
this  State.  Let  that  conflict  come,  and  let  the 
question  be  determined.  I  say  that  every  man 
sought  to  be  reclaimed  as  a  fugitive  slave  has  a 
right  to  a  trial  by  jury  ;  and  if  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  statutes  passed  by  that 
body,  shall  refuse  that  right,  let  the  State  where 


the  man  is  sought  to  be  reclaimed,  make  pro- 
vision by  which  he  shall  have  that  right  guar- 
anteed to  him.  I  well  know  that  there  was  a 
time  in  the  history  of  this  country  when  men 
were  not  afraid  to  say,  that  in  all  cases  involv- 
ing life  or  liberty,  man  should  be  entitled  to  a 
trial  J'y  jury.  But  in  these  latter  days,  we  find 
men  trembling  when  it  comes  to  the  enunciation 
of  that  kind  of  doctrine.  Their  knees  quake 
from  fear  that  it  will  come  in  conflict  with  some- 
thing that  has  grown  up  under  our  government, 
in  conflict  with  old  time  doctrines.  If  there  is 
anything  in  the  government  of  the  United  States 
which  has  sprung  up  fi'ora  the  interpretation  of 
the  constitution,  or  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
statutes  of  Congress,  with  which  the  provision 
under  consideration  comes  in  conflict,  then  I 
say  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  tlie  better,  the 
sooner  we  assert  our  determination  to  stand  by 
the  principles  of  the  Fathers,  the  better  for  our 
country,  the  better  for  ourselves,  the  better  for 
posterity. 

In  the  declaration  of  independence  we  find  a 
grave  charge  brought  against  the  English  gov- 
ernment; and  what  is  that?  When  the  founders 
of  this  government  met  together  for  the  purpose 
of  declaring  their  independence  of  the  mother 
country,  they  thought  it  was  not  right  to  sever 
the  connection  without  giving  to  the  world  their 
reasons  for  taking  that  step.  They  spread  be- 
fore the  world  their  reasons  ;  and  among  other 
reasons  which  they  brought  forward  in  the 
shape  of  charges  against  the  mother  country,  we 
find  the  following: 

"For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  ben- 
efit of  trial  by  jury." 

That  was  one  of  the  charges  brought  by  the 
colonists,  represented  in  the  Congress  which 
adopted  the  declaration  of  indf  pendence,  penned 
by  JefFerssn,  one  of  the  charges  given  to  the 
world  in  justification  for  entering  upon  our  rev- 
olution to  secure  our  independence.  And  shall 
we,  the  descendants  of  those  men,  now  tear  to 
renew  that  declaration  ?  Shall  we,  who  have 
enjoyed  for  years,  and  our  fathers  before  us  for 
a  life-time,  the  blessings  secured  by  that  act, 
shall  we  now,  forming  a  constitution  for  a  sov- 
ereign State,  a  sister  to  the  old  States,  now 
shrink  from  the  declaration  then  made?  Shall 
we  fail  to  carry  into  effect  the  true  principles 
involved  in  the  charge  th'-re  brought  against  the 
mother  country?  Sir,  when  that  declaration 
went  to  the  world,  with  other  charges  containing 
the  reasons  for  severing  the  connection  existing 
between  the  two  countries,  the  world  justified 
the  act.  The  world  justifies  the  act  to-day  ;  and 
the  world  will  justify  the  act  forever.  All  man- 
kind look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  noblest  specta- 
cles ever  presented  to  the  world.  We  are  call- 
ed upon  to-day  to  preserve  one  of  the  great 
principles  upon  which  they  based  tbeir  action 
at  that  time.  For  one,  sir,  I  am  free  to  say  that 
I  will  never  shrink  from  declaring  it.  For  one, 
sir,  although  it  may  bring  down  all  the  reproach 
that  can  be  bestowed  upon  me  ;  although  it  may 
cover  me  from  head  to  foot  with  epithets  from 
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my  opponents  ;  although  it  may  dig  my  politi- 
cal grave  so  deep  that  the  hand  ot  political  res- 
urrection shall  never  find  me,  I  will,  neverthe- 
less, by  my  vote,  stand  by  that  principle,  vchile 
I  havepower  to  stand  in  favor  of  any  declara- 
tion or  any  principle. 

lam  contending  here,   sir,  for 'a  declaration   ^^^     ^ ^ ^^ 

which  will  give  to   me  and  to  others  this  right  I  Jf^^^^  rhat'he''h7sTo'st"his"prestTge  in'this 
claimed  by  our  fathers  in  the  Declaration  of  In-  j  j  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^-^^  ^,jg^g  ^^^  j^jgg^^  ^^  ^^^  j^.^ 
dependence  ;  and  I  now  desire  to  know  whether 
any  gentleman  in  this  Convention  will  dare  to 


Let  us  look  and  see  how  this  matter  slands. 
It  is  a  matter  of  history,  that  no  gentleman  of 
intelligence  dare  deny,  because  he  can  be  con- 
victed of  ignorance  if  he  attempts  it,  that  unless 
this  clause  had  been  placed  in  the  Constitution, 
that  Constitution  could  never  have  been  agreed 
upon  ;  it  could  never  have  been  framed.  Du- 
ring the  administration  of  General  Washington, 


dec- 


vote^against  re-declaring  this  old  principle.  I 
desire  to  know  whether  anything  has  grown  up 
in  our  government  which  causes  men  to  stand 
aghast  in  the  presence  of  this  principle,  and  to 
\ote  against  its  adoption.  I  desire  to  know  if, 
after  all  our  care,  after  all  our  energies  and  the 
energies  of  our  fathers  have  been  spent  in  build- 
ing up  a  system  of  free  government,  to  secure 
this  right— if,  after  all  the  safeguards  which 
have  been  thrown  around  it,  anything  has  crept 
into  this  government  which  comes  in  conflict 
■with  this  right.  If  such  is  the  case,  I  stand 
ready,  for  one,  to  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to 
eradicate  the  evil,  to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  bring  ourgovernment  back  to  the  old  land- 
marks by  which  our  fathers  marked  out  the  origi- 
nal course  of  our  government.  Sir,  upon  that  plat- 
form I  am  prepared  to  stand;  upon  that  platform  I 
am  prepared  to  fall,  iffalllmust.  But  1  know  that 
the  people  of  this  State,  and  the  people  of  every 
free  State  in  this  Union  will  at  last  say,  amen, 
to  the  declaration  this  Convention  will  make  by 
engrafting  the  clause  under  consideration  in  the 
tenth  section  of  our  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say  in 
reply.  I  ask,  when  gentlemen  rise  here  and 
talk  about  this  State  as  being  a  sovereign  i^tate, 
if  that  is  true  ?  In  some  things  this  State  is 
sovereign  ;  but  in  some  things  itis  not  sovereign. 
In  some  things  the  United  States  are  sovereign, 
and  in  some  things  they  are  not  sovereign.  That 
is  what  I  have  learned.  No  person  can  gainsay 
that,  unless  he  is  prcjiared  to  draw  the  sword 
against  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  unless 
he  is  willing  to  resort  to  force,  to  bring  about  a 
revolution  and  a  change  in  our  institutions. 
Now,  sir,  as  to  this  subject  upon  which  this  in- 
sidious clause  is  attempted  to  be  engrafted  into 
our  Constitution,  we,  as  a  State,  have  said  that 
the  United  States  should  be  sovereign  upon  that 
question.  The''  arc  sovereign  upon  that  ques- 
tion. It  is  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  We  have  said,  too,  that  the  courts 
formed  under  that  Constitution  should  bo  the 
persons  to  construe  that  instrument,  and  that 
their  decisions  should  be  final  in  all  cases  arising 
under  it.  That  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  any  other  clause  of  it.  Now,  sir,  the 
person  who  wishes  to  bring  our  State  into  colli- 
bion  with  that  instrument,  or  who  wishes  to  put 
into  our  Constitution  a  defiance  against  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  branch  of  sovereignty  confided  to 
the  United  States,  and  jielded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  goes  one  step  to- 
wards becoming  a  traitor  to  that  instrument. 


larations  looked  upon  as  those  of  a  man  un- 
worthy of  being  heeded) — by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  that  man,  whose  name,  I  think,  will  ex- 
ist in  history  as  long  as  that  of  any  other  man, 
this  law  was  passed  unanimously  by  Congress, 
many  members  of  which  were  also  members  of 
the  convention  which  framed  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  ask  him  one  question?  I  presume  he  does 
not  refer  to  the  present  fugitive  slave  law. 
Mr.  HALL.  I  refer  to  the  law  of  1793. 
Mr.  WILSON.  My  question  is  this  :  whether 
the  fugitive  slave  law  recommended  and  passed 
at  that  time  has  not  been  declared  unconstitu- 
tional ? 

Mr.  HALL.  As  I  was  stating,  the  fugitive 
slave  law  was  passed  in  1792,  and  passed  with- 
out any  objection  at  all,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  executive  at  that  time,  who  probably 
knew  as  much  about  the  principles  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  and  the  principles  of 
liberty,  as  some  of  us  now  here,  and  whose 
judgment  I  am  proud  to  trust.  That  law  was  iu 
force  until  1850;  that  is,  for  about  fifty-seven 
years.  Dut  ing  that  time,  there  was  one  branch 
of  that  law  which  was  declared — not  exactly  un- 
constitutional, I  would  not  give  it  that  expres- 
sion, where  it  attempted  to  force  the  magistrates 
of  the  States,  created  under  the  State  laws,  to 
assist  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  It  was  de- 
cided that  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  per- 
form those  duties;  and  hence,  after  that  de- 
cision was  made,  the  law  was  found  inefficient, 
and  the  present  law  was  framed  to  meet  the 
difficulty.  Now,  sir,  if  the  fugitive  slave  law  of 
1850 — the  law  which  the  gentleman  speaks  of — 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  but  is  in  conflict  with  that 
instrument,  there  is  provided  a  tribunal  to  de- 
cid3  that  question;  and  when  it  has  decided 
that  question,  can  we,  as  citizens  belonging  to 
a  State,  or  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  re- 
sist the  execution  of  what  is  thus  declared  to 
be  the  law  of  the  land,  and  to  be  constitutional? 
('an  wc  resist  it  without  being  traitors?  That 
is  the  question.  Can  we  resist  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  constitutionally  presented, 
and  set  it  at  defiance  with  impunity,  and  still 
say  that  we  belong  to  the  government?  That 
seems  to  be  the  doctrine  of  gentlemen  here.  No, 
sir;  the  decision  of  the  tribunal  of  adjudication 
provided  in  the  Constitution,  upon  disputed 
questions,  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tutional and  supreme  law  of  the  land  as  any  act 
of  Congress  which  may  become  authoritative  in 
this  State.    We  are  not  sovereign  over  the  qucs- 
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tions  we  have  delegated  and  givea  up  to  that 
adjudication;  and  that  is  the  error  of  logic  ia 
the  whole  argument. 

I  would  be  unwilling  to  put  into  this  consti- 
tution what  gentlemen  have  openly  avowed  is 
the    meaning  of  this   provision ;    and  if  these 
words  are  not  stricken  out,  this  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  things :   that  if  Congress  pass  a  law 
upon  the   subject  of  the  rendition  of  fugitive 
slaves,  and  if  that  law  shall  be  resisted  by  a 
counter  law  of  this  State,  we  shall  have  assumed 
to  take  that  subject  from  the  authority  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  to  decide  upon  it  for 
ourselves.     That  cannot  be  done  without  bring- 
ing about  a  collision  between  these  authorities. 
The  power  of  the  one  government,  proceeding 
under  the  judicial  authority  of  that  government, 
will  be  brought  into  collision  with  the  power  of 
the  other  government,  exercising  its  authority 
under  the  judiciary  or  some  other  branch  of  the 
government.     There  will  be  a  collision  between 
the  power  of  this  State  and  the  power  of  the 
United  States;  and  that,  too,  upon  a  question 
clearly  given  up  and  surrendered  by  the  States 
to  the  General  Government,  and  fully  decided 
over   and   over   again.      The  judiciary  of  this 
State  does  not  settle  the  question  whether  that 
law  is  constitutional  or  not.     That  is  a  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  person  to  abide  by  that  decision 
when  made.     We  can  have  no  law  without  it. 
If  gentlemen  take  the  authority  into  their  own 
hands — if  a  State,  in  consequence  of  an  unwel- 
come  decision   of   the   Court  of  adjudication, 
stands  out  and  rebels  against  it,  what  is  the 
consequence  ?     One  or  the  other  of  these  powers 
must  enforce  its  judgments.     One  or  the  other 
of  these  parties  must  be  right.     Both  cannot  be 
right.     Now,  I  am  unwilling  to  bring  our  State, 
at  this  early  period,  or  at  any  time,  into  a  col- 
lision with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am  unwilling  to   put  into  our  constitution  a 
clause  to  decide  what  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  means — to  decide  questions  which 
the  Supreme  Court  alone  can  decide.     I  am  un- 
willing to  assail  directly  the  constitution  of  my 
country.     That  is  the  position  which  I  occupy 

here. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  majority  of  this  con- 
vention will  stand  here  now  and  say  that  this 
authority  delegated  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  does  not  belong  to  the  General 
Government?  That  we  here  rr;ay  take  it  back? 
That  we  here  will  resume  that  privilege  or  that 
power  ?  Will  we  do  it  ?  If  we  can  take  from 
the  General  Government  what  has  been  com- 
mitted to  them  in  this  particular,  we  can  in  any 
other  particular ;  and  what  government  is  there 
left?  How  long  will  it  stand?  This  State 
takes  away  one  prerogative,  and  another  State 
another  prerogative.  The  General  Government 
would  be  a  rope  of  sand,  indeed.  It  would  be 
worthless  ;  it  would  be  a  mockery.  That  gov- 
ernment is  supreme  in  regard  to  that  question. 
The  decisions  of  its  courts  are  supreme  with  re- 
gard to  it.     We  cannot  interfere  without  col- 
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lision  and  rebellion  against  thit  Constitution. 
Are  we  now  to  make  our  primary  law  come  in 
conflict  with  that?  Shall  we  stand  here  and 
say  that  the  General  Government  shall  not  exer- 
cise the  powers  delegated  to  it?  It  strikes  me 
that  we  will  not  do  it.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  majority  of  this  convention  can  be  brought 
into  collision  with  the  General  Government  up- 
on that  matter,  or  sow  the  seeds  of  treason  in 
the  constitution  we  are  framing. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  think  the  convention  must  be 
by  this  time  pretty  well  prepared  to  vote  upon 
this  question,  and  I  therefore  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered,  up- 
on a  division  ;  ayes  15,  noes  13. 

The  question  was  then  stated  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Harris,  to  strike  out  from  section 
ten  the  words,  "  and  in  all  cases  involving  the 
life  or  liberty  of  an  individual." 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  rejected ;  yeas  14, 
nays  21,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark, 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINCHESTER, 

The  article  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revision,  Engrossment  and  Enrolment. 

Miscelianeous. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  the  following  resolution 
for  the  special  benefit  of  my  friend  from  Lee, 
[Mr.  Johnston.] 

Resolved^  That  when  any  member  of  this  con- 
vention is  brought  in  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
upon  a  call  of  the  House,  the  delinquent  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  the  members  with  refresh- 
ments.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  the  following  resolu- 
tion, in  good  faith,  as  a  substitute  for  that  of 
the  gentleman : 

Eesolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  al- 
lowed one  dollar  for  every  member  of  the  con- 
vention brought  in  upon  a  call  of  the  conven- 
tion, which  sum  shall  be  paid  by  such  member, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  convention. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  suppose  that  resolution  lies 
over  one  day  under  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDENT.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  it  will  lie  over  two  days.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  convention  to  one  thing.  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  calling  a  con- 
vention, that  there  is  a  provision  for  the  per 
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diem  of  members  and  mileage,  and  also  provi- 
ding for  the  compensation  of  officers;  and  I 
think  it  is  further  provided  that  the  convention 
shall  make  arrangements  for  its  own  printing. 
As  vre  begin  to  see  the  end  of  our  labors,  it 
■would  be  well  to  collect  these  things  together. 
The  officers  of  the  government  will  require 
some  kind  of  a  certificate  or  authentication; 
and  1  therefore  move  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  expenditures  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting the  different  items  and  presenting  them 
in  a  proper  shape  to  the  accounting  officer. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  that  the  convention  take 
a  recess  until  1  P.  M. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  a  division,  the 
motion  was  rejected;  ayes  7,  noes  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TODHUNTER, 

The  convention  then  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  9  o'clock. 


Wedmesday,  February  25th,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9   o'clock,  a.  m.,  and 
•was  called  to  order  by  the  President, 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  -was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Printing  of  the  Journal. 
PAKVIN   offered    the  following  resolu- 


Mr. 
tion  : 

"  Resolved,  Tkat  John  Mahin  be  hereby  em- 
ployed to  print  copies  of  the  journal  of 

the  Secretary,  and  that  he  be  paid  as  compensa- 
tion therefor,  the  same  amount  as  is  paid  to  the 
State  printer  for  like  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary — T.  J.  Saunders 
— be  employed  to  superintend  the  printing  of, 
and  to  distribute  the  said  journals ;  and  that  he 

bo  allowed dollars  as  compensation  in  full 

for  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  John  Mahin  be  employed  to 

print copies  of  the  amended  constitution, 

separate  from  the  journals,  and  that  he  be  paid 
therefor  the  same  amount  as  is  paid  tho  State 
printer  for  like  services." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  desire  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  convention  but  for  a  moment  in  explana- 
tion of  these  resolutions. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session  we  agreed  to 
dispense  with  the  printing  of  the  journal,  and 
print  three  thousand  copies  of  tho  debates  and 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  as  prepared  by 
our  reporter.  This  was  thought  to  be  too  ex- 
pensive, and  subsequently  we  reduced  the  num- 
ber to  one  thousand  five  hundred.  Now,  I  think 
it  is  due  to  ourselves  and  to  our  constituents,  that 


the  journal  of  the  Secretary  be  printed,  in  or- 
der that  members  may  have  it  to  distribute  in 
their  respective  districts,  so  as  to  let  their  con- 
stituents know  in  what  manner  they  have  voted 
upon  the  various  questions  presented  here.  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  dispense  with  the 
printing  of  it.  I  know  of  no  legislative  body  or 
convention  that  has  ever  dispensed  with  the 
printing  of  the  Secretary's  journal,  and  I  hope 
this  convention  will  not  do  so. 

I  do  not  know  the  number  of  copies  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  printed.  I  think  we 
ought  to  have  fifteen  hundred,  and  that  will 
make  three  thousand  copies  of  the  journal  of 
the  Secretary  and  the  debates.  If  the  conven- 
tion conclude  to  print  the  journal,  it  will  fall  of 
course  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  to 
attend  to  its  publication. 

The  resolutions  I  have  offered  also  requires 
Mr.  Mahin  to  print  such  number  of  copies  of  the 
amended  constitution  as  the  convention  may 
agree  upon.  This,  I  think,  is  essentially  neces- 
sary. 'The  constitution,  of  course,  will  be  prin- 
ted in  all  the  newspapers,  but  I  think  it  is  also 
necessary  to  print  it  separately,  and  cast  it 
broadcast  over  the  State,  so  that  every  voter 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  new 
with  the  old  constitution. 

I  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  save  ex- 
pense, but  I  think  it  is  due  to  ourselves  and  our 
constituents,  to  have  this  printing  done.  When 
our  constituents  have  this  journal  before  them, 
they  can  see  how  their  representatives  have  vo- 
ted upon  every  question  that  has  been  presented 
here. 

Mr.  TRAER.  For  one  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  upon  this  question.  And  in  order  that 
gentlemen  may  have  time  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter, I  move  that  the  resolutions  be  laid  uponthe 
table,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  convention. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  tho  motion  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division;  ayes  11,  noes  8. 


Unrolling    Clerk. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

'•  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  some  competent 
person  to  act  as  enrolling  clerk  to  this  conven- 
tion." 

I  will  simply  say  in  connection  with  this  res- 
olution, that  1  believe  the  services  of  a  clerk  for 
this  purpose  will  be  necessarj'.  Our  present  sec- 
retary cannot  attend  to  it,  and  his  assistant  is 
unwell  and  confined  to  his  room.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  have  tho  constitution  enrolled,  and 
as  it  is  customary  to  employ  persons  for  that 
purpose,  in  other  bodies  of  tlie  same  character, 
I  therefore  move  this  resolution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  strikes  me,  that 
we  can  get  along  without  this  expense.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  articles  which  we  have  already 
passed  upon  are  now  being  printed,  and  will 
soou  be  laid  before  members.     The   articles    on 
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the  legislative,  the  executive,  and  the  judicial 
departments,  and  the  articles  on  the  militia  and 
Stete  debts,  which  comprise  more  than  one-half 
of  the  constitution,  are  now  in  a  condition  that 
will  require  no  further  enrollment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Printing  of  the  Constitution  in  German. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

'■'Resolved,  That  of  Dubuque  county 

be  employed  to  translate  the  constitution  into 
German,  and  that  he  be  employed  to  print  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  same  at  the  prices  now 
paid  by  law  for  the  same  kind  of  work." 

I  took  the  responsibility  of  fixing  the  number 
of  copies  of  the  constitution  to  be  printed  in 
German  at  three  thousand,  which  I  supposed 
would  be  sufficient.  I  am  not  particular  as  to 
the  amount,  if  the  convention  think  proper  to 
increase  or  diminish  it.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  value  of  this  labor  is.  I  hope  some  gentle- 
man who  is  better  qualified  than  I  am  to  judge 
of  this  matter,  some  one  who  has  been  in  tha 
General  Assembly,  and  who  knows  what  has 
been  paid  for  the  translation  of  the  Governor's 
message  into  German,  will  inform  us  in  regard 
to  the  prices  we  ought  to  pay  for  this  kind  of 
work. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  provide  for  printing  one  thousand 
copies  in  the  Holland  language. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  do  not  think  the  number 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  is  sufficient.  There  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  Germans  in  this  State,  who  cannot  read 
and  write  the  English  language.  I  understand 
that  there  are  a  large  number  in  Clayton,  Du- 
buque and  Scott  counties.  There  are  about 
eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  German  voters  in 
the  county  in  which  I  live.  I  wish,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman  would  enlarge  the  number. 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  convention,  and  it  is  this. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
that  the  old  constitution  may  go  out  to  the  people 
along  with  the  new  one.  It  has  been  customary 
in  other  States,  where  new  constitutions  have 
been  framed,  to  publish  the  old  with  the  new 
constitution  in  parallel  columns,  marking  the 
changes  that  have  been  made  in  italics,  so  that 
the  people  can  have  the  old  and  new  constitu- 
tions before  them  to  see  what  changes  have 
been  made.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  so  mod- 
ify his  resolution  as  to  provide  for  the  printing 
of  the  old  and  new  constitutions  in  parallel  col- 
umns, marking  the  additions  and  amendments 
in  italics. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  number  is  suffi- 
cient; but  I  think  the  number  named  by  the 
gentleman  from  Johnson  is  too  small.  Proba- 
\Aj  it  might  be  well  to  let  this  matter  rest  until 


we  can  make  some  inquiries  upon  this  subject. 
I  would  like  to  have  some  four  or  fie  hundred 
ropies  of  the  constitution  printed  in  German 
for  distribution  in  my  own  county.  I  presume 
that  some  other  gentlemen  here  would  like  an 
equally  large  number  for  distribution  in  their 
counties. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  press  this  resolution  to  a  vote  this 
morning,  if  gentlemen  desire  time  to  consider 
what  number  it  will  be  necessary  to  print  in  the 
German  language.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Commiitee  on  Accounts  and  Expenditures, 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  and  Expenditures  ; 

Messrs,  Johnston,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  and 
Parvin. 

Education  and  School  Lands. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  first  business  in  or- 
der is  the  fur"h  r  consideration,  in  committee 
of  the  whole  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  ichool  Lands. 

Committee  of  the  Whale, 

On  motion,  the  convention  then  resumed,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Pirvin  in  the 
chair,)  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  School  Lands. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  When  the  committee  last 
rose,  the  question  pending  was  upon  substitu- 
ting the  following,  being  the  first  section  of  the 
minority  report,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons,  who 
shall  be  the  Trustees  of  the  University,  and  shall 
have  the  general  charge  and  control  of  educa- 
tion in  the  State.  They  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Board,  who  shall  be 
their  executive  agent,  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board  of 
Education  or  the  laws  of  the  State." 

for  the  first  eleven  sections  of  the  majority 
report,  which  are  as  follows  ; 

Section  1.  The  Educational  interests  of  the 
State,  to  include  Common  Schools  and  other 
Educational  Institutions,  shall  be  under  the 
management  and  control  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  shall  consist  of  sixteen  members. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  two  years 
a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  district 
the  State  into  sixteen  Educational  Districts,  and 
one  member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall  be 
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chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  after  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by  lot 
into  two  equal  classes,  and  ihe  seats  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expiration  of 
two  years,  and  one-half  of  the  Board  shall  be 
chosen  every  two  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  Boai*d  of  Ed- 
ucation shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
after  which  said  Board  may  fix  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  The  session  of  said  Board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  one  j'car,  except  upon  extraordinary 
occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  may  or- 
der a  speci  1  session. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  organ- 
ize by  appointing  from  their  bo^y  a  presiding 
officer,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  and 
other  inferior  officers  usual  in  Legislative  As- 
semblies. They  shall  keep  and  publish  a  jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  distrib- 
uted in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
said  Board,  shall  be  published  and  distributed 
to  the  several  Counties,  Townships,  and  such 
School  Districts  as  may  be  provided  for  by  said 
Board,  and  when  so  passed,  published  and  dis- 
tributed, they  shall  have  the  force  and  etfect  of 
law. 

Sec.  S.  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  Common  Schools 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  insti- 
tuted to  receive  aid  from  the  School  or  Univer- 
sity funds  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancel- 
lor, who  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  ques- 
tions that  may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules,  and 
regulations  of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions 
and  judgments  of  said  Chancellor,  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  pro- 
vide a  system  of  Common  Schools,  by  which  a 
School  shall  be  organized  and  kept  ia  each  dis- 
trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Dis- 
tricts failing  o  orgvuize  and  keep  up  a  School, 
may  be  deprived  of  their  portion  of  the  School 
Fund. 

Sec.  11.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  es- 
tablish one  University,  which  shall  be  located  at 
some  central  point  in  the  State,  Providt'd,  that 
until  such  time  as  such  location  miy  bo  made, 
and  suitable  buildings  erected,  said  University 
shall  continue  as  at  present  located. 

Mr.  GOWKR.  I  wish  to  offer  the  following  by 
way  of  amendment  : 

"All  moneys  that  havo  accrued  or  may  accrue, 
to  the  school  fund  of  this  state  under  the  second 
section  of  the  ninth  article  of  our  constitution 
on  ■'  education  and  school  lands"    shall   ))o    re- 


ceived by  the  the  Treasurer  of  State,  and  all 
holders  thereof  shall  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  as  fast  as  existing  con- 
tracts mature. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  February  of  each  year 
the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  State  shall  distrib- 
ute to  each  county  their  proportion,  and  the 
county  treasurer  shall  be  authorized  to  draw  the 
same,  which  shall  be  drawn  by  the  districts  or 
teachers  as  provided  by  the  general  assembly. 

All  of  which  shall  be  done  by  ex-officio  sala- 
ried officers,  and  without  charge  to  the  said 
fund." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,]  would  not  now  be  in  or- 
der as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  is  now  pend- 
ing to  strike  out  the  first  eleven  sections  of  the 
majority  report. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston.]  It  seems  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  mover,  and  seems  to  have  been 
anticipated  by  the  committee,  that  upon  this 
motion  thefeasibility  of  these  two  projects  might 
be  considered. 

I  propose  briefly  to  give  my  reasons  for  pre- 
ferring the  minority  to  the  majority  report.  I 
can  say  at  the  outset,  that  I  concur  entirely  in 
what  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells]  said  a 
day  or  two  since  in  relation  to  the  importance 
of  this  subject.  I  believe  that  it  is  the  most 
important  subject  upon  which  we  can  be  called 
to  act,  and  that  it  should  receive  our  most  ma- 
ture deliberation;  and  if  we  should  spend  weeks 
in  its  consideration,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
devise  a  system  which  would  secure  to  this  state 
an  efficient  school  system,  and  amply  secure  the 
school  fund,  we  would  be  fully  repaid  for  the 
time  and  money  expended  for  the  meeting  of 
this  convention. 

The  first  objection  that  presents  itself  to  my 
mind  against  the  majority  report  upon  this  sub- 
ject is  this;  and  it  is  an  objection  which  1  have 
frequently  urged  in  relation  to  other  questions 
submitted  to  this  convention.  This  majority  re- 
port, takes  this  school  system,  which  ought  to  be, 
and  which  I  think  is,peculiarly  dear  to  the  people, 
out  of  their  hands  entirely.  It  goes  too  much 
into  detail.  If  the  experience  ot  the  future 
should  show  that  the  system  was  defective,  and 
did  not  meet  the  expectations  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  now  enter- 
tains concerning  it,  it  will  be  beyond  our  power 
I  to  make  such  corrections  and  amendments  as 
will  be  desirable. 

Both  the  majority  and  minority  reports  pro- 
vide, as  I  understand  it,  for  the  creation  of  a 
board  of  education  ;  and  as  far  as  there  have 
been  any  indications  in  their  votes  upon  this 
subject,  it  seems  to  be  the  well-settled  policy  of 
the  convention  that  there  shall  be  a  board  of 
education  created,  which  board  shall  have  the 
control  of  the  educational  interests  of  this  state. 
In  regard  to  this  main  leading  idea,  there  is  no 
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difference  between  the  chara  cter  of  these  two 
reports.  They  both  propose  to  place  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  state  in  the  hands  of  a 
board  of  education.  The  main  difference  be- 
tween them  is  this  :  that  one  provides  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  board  shall  be  called  into 
existence,  while  the  other  leaves  it  altogether 
to  the  law-making  power  to  determine  the  char- 
acter of  this  board,  and  the  mode  in  which  it 
shall  be  called  into  being.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  in  say- 
ing that  this  board  should  have  character  and 
stability,  and  that  it  should  not  be  dependent 
upon  any  branch  of  the  government.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  the  objections  which  he 
makes  to  the  minority  report,  are  well  founded. 
I  do  not  tliink  it  is  necessary  to  provide  in  the 
constitution  how  this  board  shall  be  elected,  in 
order  to  give  them  either  character,  permanency 
or  stability.  I  think  we  may  safely  trust  the 
creation  of  this  board  to  the  legislature;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  when  they  do  create  it,  they 
will  provide  all  the  essential  requisites  for  the 
successful  operations  of  this  board;  that  they 
will  fix  the  length  of  time  which  each  member 
of  the  board  shall  serve,  and  make  all  other 
necessary  provisions  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
discharge  their  duties  satisfactorily  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  people. 

The  first  objection  to  the  majority  report  that 
strikes  my  mind,  is  the  manner  in  which  this 
board  is  to  be  elected.  It  is  proposed  to  divide 
the  state  into  districts  and  give  the  election  of 
the  members  of  this  board  to  the  people.  The 
first  inquiry  that  presents  itself  here  is  do  we 
have  in  this  state  the  class  of  men  that  are 
necessary  to  make  an  efficient  board  of  educa- 
tion, and  who  would  be  willing,  for  mere  nomi- 
nal pay,  to  devote  their  time  and  energies  lo 
building  up  our  school  system  and  attend  to  the 
management  of  our  educational  interests?  I 
believe  we  have  ;  I  suppose  that  fifteen  or 
twenty  men  may  be  found  in  this  state  who  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  this  subject  and  who  ■would 
■willingly  undertake  this  task. 


the  day.  We  know,  from  experience,  that  we  can-  ^ 
not,  in  this  State,  elect  an  inferior  oSicer  by  the 
people  without  a  party  contest.  The  elections  of 
your  township  trustees,  constables  and  justices 
of  the  peace,  become  party  questions,  and  wo 
have  party  candidates  presented  for  these  offices. 
The  question  is  not  who  are  the  most  competent 
persons  to  fill  these  inferior  stations,  but  to 
what  political  party  do  they  belong.  This  will 
hold  true  in  relation  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
government;  and  it  is  even  becoming  true  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  our  judges,  as  we  have 
seen  within  the  last  month.  We  find  that,  in 
these  vacant  judicial  districts,  contests  are  going 
on,  and  party  conventions  are  called,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  men  to  judicial  stations.  If 
it  be  true  in  relation  to  these  officers,  will  it  not 
be  equally  true  in  relation  to  the  election  of  this 
board  of  education  ?  If  the  office  of  a  member 
of  this  board  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  important 
one,  and  the  board  is  to  have  an  influence  in  the 
appointment  of  school  officers,  the  selection  of 
teachers  and  the  management  of  the  university 
fund,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  moment  you 
throw  this  matter  before  the  people,  and  leave 
the  election  of  these  officers  to  them,  it  will  be- 
come a  partisan  question  ?  I  think  that  this  will 
be  the  inevitable  result;  and,  to  my  mind,  this 
view  of  the  case  presents  a  strong  argument 
against  the  system  proposed  by  the  majority. 

The  system  recommended  by  the  minority  of 
the  committee  proposes  that  this  board  shall  ba 
chosen  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  General 
Assembly.  If  the  General  Assembly,  upon  ma- 
ture consideration,  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  board  cannot  be  safely  selected  by  them- 
selves, they  may  provide  for  their  election  by  the 
people. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  agents  of  the  peo 
pie,  when  they  meet  here  in  the  General  Assem 
bly,  representing,  as  they  do,  all  parts  of  the 
State,  familiar  as  they  must  be  with  the  leading 
men  in  each  district  of  the  State,  will  be  more 
fully  competent,  and  more  likely  to  make  good 
selections,  than  will  the  people  in  the  partisan 


The  question  then  arises,  which  is  the  best    contests  which  will  be  likely  to  ensue.     I  would 


mode  of  selecting  these  men?  If  the  State  is 
divided  into  school  districts  that  shall  have  the 
selection  of  these  men,  and  the  question  is  to 
be  left  to  the  vote  of  the  people,  will  this  mode 
of  election  secure  the  selection  of  that  class  of 
men  ?  The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Kail,]  says,  and  correctly,  too,  that  the  men 
who  devote  their  lives  to  teaching,  and  whose 
minds  have  been  employed  in  the  investigation 
of  educational  questions,  are  generally  modest 
men,  who  shrink  from  mingling  in  politics,  and 
from  contact  ■with  party  struggles.  If  this  be 
true,  and  I  think  it  is,  it  follows,  as  a  most 
necessary  and  inevitable  consequence,  that  the 
adoption  of  this  system  of  electing  these  men  by 
the  people,  will  not  secure  the  election  of  the 
very  men  who  are  best  fitted  to  take  charge  of 
this  department  of  the  government.  I  think  the 
inevitable  tendency  of  this  system  would  be  to 
throw  this  school  system  into  theparty  politics  of 


prefer  to  leave  this  question  to  the  Legislature, 
not  because  that  is  my  individual  choice,  but 
because  I  think  such  ■would  be  the  feeling  of  the 
people  themselves.  I  believe  the  best  way  to 
secure  appointments  for  this  class  of  offices,  is 
to  leave  it  to  the  Governor  to  make  the  appoint- 
ments, and  to  the  Senate  to  confirm  them.  I 
believe,  if  the  responsibility  of  the  selection  of 
these  officers  is  thrown  upon  your  Governor, 
and  that  responsibility  is  divided  with  the  Sen- 
ate, and  they  are  to  be  held  accountable  for  ma- 
king bad  appointments,  the  effect  will  be  to 
make  them  careful  in  the  selection  of  these  offi- 
cers. 

The  second  objection  to  the  majority  report 
which  presents  itself  to  my  mind  is  this:  if  you 
adopt  the  provisions  they  have  reported,  you  will 
make  this  board  of  education  an  independent 
branch  of  the  government,  and  you  will  change 
the  character  of  our  government  in  this  respect, 
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SO  that,  instead  of  having  a  government  of  but 
three  departments,  j-ou  will  have  a  government 
of  four  departments. 

The  majority  report  proposes  to  give  to  this 
board  full  power  to  make  laws  upon  this  partic- 
ular subject,  leaving  to  the  other  departments  no 
power  to  repeal  them,  if  it  is  found  that  they  do 
network  well,  but  result  in  injury  to  the  com- 
munity. 

I  doubt  the  policy  of  such  a  system,  for  if  you 
adopt  it,  and  it  is  found,  as  may  be  the  case, 
that  tlie  selection  of  the  members  of  this  board 
have  not  been  of  the  best  character,  and  that 
the  board  is  composed  of  men  of  unsound  judg- 
ment, and  who  are  not  vrell  informed  upon  this 
subject,  there  is  no  power  to  ■which  the  people 
can  appeal  to  reverse  the  laws  which  they  have 
made,  until  a  long  time  shall  have  elapsed.  To 
my  mind  this  presents  a  strong  objection  to  the 
system  here  proposed.  It  is  true  that  our  pres- 
ent school  system  is  defective  and  it  is  true,  al- 
so, that  the  General  Assembly  this  winter, 
and  in  preceding  sess;  ons  have  not  given  the 
subject  of  education  that  attention  which  it  re- 
quired. I  do  not  say,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines  has  said,  that  this  was  the  result  of 
indilt'erence  upon  this  subject.  I  refer  it  to  an- 
other cause,  the  want  of  time  and  the  great  press 
of  business  upon  their  attention.  I  think  the 
neglect  of  the  legislature  in  this  respect,  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  want  of  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, but  to  the  fact  of  their  sessions  being  lim- 
ited to  a  certain  period,  and  their  fcr  diem  re- 
duced if  tliey  should  exceed  that  time.  1  think 
if  our  legislature  could  meet  here,  be  well  paid 
for  their  services,  and  have  ample  time  in  which 
to  do  their  work,  they  would  act  judiciously  up- 
this  subject,  and  would  endeavor  to  perfect  a 
system  which  would  fully  meet  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  the  people. 

The  same  objection  that  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines  makes  to  the  legislature  acting  upon 
this  subject,  applies  to  tills  board,  as  this  sys- 
tem provides  that  they  shall  meet  but  once  a 
year,  and  that  the  sessions  shall  be  limited  to 
twenty  days. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  session  of  twenty  days 
in  one  year  will  not  afford  sufficient  time  for 
tills  board  to  examine  and  treat  this  subject 
carefully,  and  to  provide  against  all  the  contin- 
gencies that  may  arise.  I  believe  that  under 
this  system  we  shall  have  the  same  hurry,  the 
same  want  of  examination,  and  rcllcction,  and 
all  the  evils  wliich  have  hitherto  attended  action 
upon  this  subject  in  tlie  general  assembly.  I 
have  no  desire  to  make  this  board  dependent 
upon  tiie  general  assembly.  If  that  report  is 
adopted,  the  duty  will  devolve  upon  the  general 
assembly  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  this 
board,  and  to  determine  the  length  of  oflice  of 
its  members, nml  when  that  is  determined  and  this 
board  is  created,  they  will  be  as  indeixMident 
under  the  one  system  as  they  can  be  under  the 
other. 

But  there  is  still  another  objection  to  the  sys- 
tem recommeiided  by  the   majority,    and  that  is 


the  expense  which  will  be  entailed  upon  the  state 
by  the  election  of  such  a  board.  If  you  create 
this  fourth  department  ot  the  government,  if 
you  make  their  dictates  the  law  of  the  State,  if 
you  provide  for  the  publication  of  their  laws  as 
you  do  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the 
general  assembly,  you  in  fact  create  a  second 
legislature,  with  all  the  expenses  attendant  up- 
on a  legislature.  They  will  have  their  own  offi- 
cers and  they  will  print  their  own  laws  ;  you 
will  in  fact  create  a  legislature  with  all  the  ex- 
penses necessarily  incident  to  such  a  body, 
when  it  would  be  better  for  the  interests  of  the 
state  to  have  annual  meetings  of  the  legislature 
itself.     There  is  no  economy  in  this  system. 

If  we  are  to  have  a  legislature  of  some 
kind,  either  a  legislature  of  the  people  or  a  leg- 
islature of  the  school  department  every  year,  I 
prefer  to  have  a  legislature  of  the  people,  that 
will  have  the  ability  and  power  to  act,  not  only 
upon  this  subject,  but  upon  all  subjects  which 
the  interests  of  the  people  may  demand. 

We  will  gain  nothing  if  we  adopt  this  system, 
by  having  biennial  sessions,  because  we  provide 
for  a  legislature  of  another  kind. 

I  come  now  to  notice  this  proposition  for  a 
chancellor.  I  confess  that  the  idea  con- 
tained in  this  report  upon  this  subject  is 
not  carried  out  by  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines.  I  supposed  when  he 
used  the  term  "chancellor,"  that  he  meant  a 
very  different  officer  from  a  ministerial  officer. 
I  supposed  it  was  his  intention  to  take  all  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  our  schools  and  educational 
interests  out  of  the  hands  of  the  present  courts 
of  the  state,  and  to  cieate  a  chancellor  of  the 
courts,  who  should  have  sole  jurisdiction  of  all 
questions  in  relation  to  this  department  of  the 
government.  If  that  is  not  his  idea,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  creation  of  this  officer  is  useless, 
because,  if  nojudicial  questions  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  him,  he  is  but  a  chancellor  in  name. 
The  very  explanation  of  the  gentleman  induces 
me  to  vote  against  the  proposition  for  the 
creation  of  this  officer.  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  it  would  be  well  to  create  a  chancel- 
lor in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  amiss  to  create  a  court  whose  juris- 
diction should  be  confined  entirely  to  the  decis- 
ion of  questions  pertaining  to  schools.  But 
why  need  we  determine  that  question  here? 
Under  the  system  proposed  by  the  minority  for 
the  creation  of  this  board,  the  legislature  may 
provide  for  such  an  officer,  may  create  such  a 
court,  and  if  the  proper  man  bo  placed  in  that 
court,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  State  to  adopt  the  system.  But  it  is 
an  experiment  for  wliich  I  am  not  willing  to 
provide  in  the  constitution. 

Let  us  leave  all  these  matters  to  the  law-ma- 
king power,  to  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, where  they  properly  belong.  If  it  be 
true  as  the  gentlemen  IVom  Des  Moines  has  said 
that  the  people  have  been  so  interested  in  the 
subject  of  common  schools  and  education,  that 
they  have  pushed  the  cause    along   iu   spite  ot 
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the  neglect  of  the  legislature  upon  this  subject, 
it  seems  to  my  miud  an  argument  in  favor  of 
leaving  this  subject  in  their  hands. 

The  principal  difference  between  these  two 
reports  is,  that  the  one  lays  down  in  detail  the 
'whole  system,  and  puts  it  beyond  the  power  of 
the  people  to  change  it,  if  it  should  be  found  to 
be  inefficient,  and  not  to  work  well ;  while  the 
other  places  it  in  the  hands  of  the  people  in 
their  own  peculiar  department  of  government, 
80  that  they  may  change  or  alter  it  as  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  people  may  require.  1  may  say 
here,  that  throughout  the  session  of  this  conven- 
tion, in  every  vote  I  have  given,  I  have  advo- 
cated the  principle  of  giving  the  largest  liberty 
to  the  people  upon  subjects  pertaingto  the  law- 
making power.  While  I  have  not  gone  so  far 
as  other  gentlemen  in  holding  up  to  the  people 
every  office  in  the  State  as  a  bauble,  I  have,  so 
far  as  the  question  of  making  laws  and  the  man- 
agement of  their  pecuniary  interests  were  con- 
cerned, left  everything  to  them.  So  I  am  will- 
ing to  do  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  the  peo- 
ple are  competent  to  judge  upon  these  matters, 
and  that  they  will  send  such  men  to  the  legisla- 
ture as  will  put  this  system  in  such  a  shape  as 
■will  prove  beneficial  to  the  people. 

These  are  my  views  for  preferring  the  minori- 
ty to  the  majority  report.  It  provides  for  the 
same  system,  that  of  a  board  of  education,  as 
does  the  majority  report;  but  it  leaves  the  de- 
tails to  be  carried  out  by  the  general  assembly, 
which  is,  I  think,  the  proper  department  to 
manage  these  matters. 

Mr.  PALMER.  This  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  proposes  very  radical  changes 
in  our  school  system.  I  am  Hot  sure  whether 
the  people  are  prepared  to  adopt  them  or  not. 
I  think  if  the  system  proposed  here  be  adopted 
it  should  be  made  as  perfect  os  possible.  The 
gentleman  to  whom  it  is  acknowledged  we  are 
indebted  for  this  report,  [Mr.  Hall]  admits  that 
it  is  not  perfect,  and  he  has  expressed  a  desire 
that  members  of  the  convention  shall  suggest 
amendments. 

I  am  not  sure  yet  that  it  may  not  be  so  amen- 
ded that  I  may  vote  for  it,  but  at  present  it  ap- 
peors  to  present  difficulties  that  are  not  easily 
remedied.  For  instance,  we  are  called  upon  to 
create  a  distinct  legislative  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment, I  can  consider  it  in  no  other  light 
than  as  a  legislative  branch  of  the  government. 
It  proposes  that  the  board  of  education  shall 
have  legislative  control  over  all  school  matters. 
If  this  control  be  given  to  them,  then  it  would 
be  necessary  to  give  them  the  exclusive  charge 
of  the  school  funds  of  the  State.  I  believe  that 
it  would  be  futile  to  give  them  the  power  that 
this  report  gives  them,  without  also  giving  them 
the  charge  of  the  funds.  If  you  do  not  do  that 
you  bring  them  into  conflict  with  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature.  This  board,  then,  is 
to  make  appropriations  of  the  school  funds.  Of 
course  they  will  have  to  do  it,  if  they  may  leg- 
islate with  a  view  to  such  appropriations,  and 
the  legislature  may  refuse  to  give  them  the  nec- 


essary funds  for  the  appropriations  which 
they  have  made.  Thus  these  two  bodies  will 
come  into  couflict,  and  the  operations  of  the 
board  will  be  stopped  by  the  refusal  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  to  give  them  so  much  of  the  funds 
as  they  will  need  to  carry  out  their  measures. 

I  think  if  this  plan  is  adopted  at  all,  we  will 
have  to  give  them  exclusive  charge  of  the  school 
funds,  and  I  think,  too,  that  this  board  will  be 
compelled  to  have  the  power  of  enforcing  their 
acts  by  penalties.  It  will  give  them  considera- 
ble legislative  power  in  that  respect,  for  I  think 
it  will  be  useles  to  give  them  power  to  make 
laws  with  regard  to  education,  without  power 
to  enforce  penalties  for  not  complying  with  those 
laws.  I  think  if  we  look  carefully  into  the  op- 
erations of  this  system,  that  we  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  will  ultimately  result  in  giv- 
ing them  the  authority  I  have  named. 

I  do  not  see  that  the  minority  report  is  much 
better  than  the  majority  report  in  th!\t  respect. 
I  think  it  is  also  contemplated  by  the  minority 
report  to  give  this  board  of  education  legisla- 
tive power  ;  otherwise  I  see  no  necessity  of  con- 
stituting a  board  of  twelve  members.  It  says 
that  they  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  con- 
trol of  the  subject  of  education  in  this  State. 

If  we  are  to  confine  legislative  enactments  up- 
on the  subject  of  education  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, I  think  that  we  do  not  need  this  numer- 
ous body  of  twelve  men,  merely  as  executive  of- 
ficers to  carry  out  the  laws  enacted  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly  upon  the  subject  of  education, 
and  to  have  control  over  the  educational  affairs 
of  the  State.  Executive  officers  for  si:ch  a  pur- 
pose do  not  need  to  be  so  numerous,  if  they  are 
merely  executive  and  have  no  legislative  func- 
tions. 

The  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
objects  to  the  manner  of  electing  this  board  by 
the  people,  as  is  proposed  by  the  majority  re- 
port. 

I  think  if  you  constitute  a  board  as  numerous 
as  this,  their  election  should  be  entrusted  to  the 
people.  I  believe  if  the  people  are  not  capable 
of  judging  rightly  upon  this  matter,  then  we 
better  give  up  our  form  of  government  at  once, 
and  acknowledge  that  the  people  are  not  capa- 
ble of  self-government.  The  gentleman  in  sup- 
port of  his  argument  says  that  mere  partizans, 
unqualified  for  the  station,  will  be  elected  by 
people.  So  far  as  my  observation  extends,  I 
think  that  this  objection  can  be  urged  with  ful- 
ly as  much  force  to  the  appointing  power.  We 
have  all  seen  the  operation  of  the  appointments 
given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
we  have  all  heard  in  large  towns,  frequent  com- 
plaints that  the  selection  of  postmasters  was  not 
given  to  the  people  of  their  respective  townships 
and  cities. 

Men  are  sometimes  recommended  to  the  Pres- 
ident for  appointment  by  a  few  persons,  and  are 
accordingly  appointed,  who  are  totally  unquali- 
fied to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with 
which  they  are  to  be  entrusted,  and  who  are  be- 
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•ides  unpopular  with  the  people  ■whom  they  are 
to  serve.  We  know  that  it  is  now  considered 
that  "to  the  victor  belongs  the  spoils,'"  and  hun- 
dreds of  hungry  office-seekers,  totally  disquali- 
fied for  the  olhces  they  seek,  and  having  no  oth- 
er qualification,  perhaps,  but  that  of  having 
been  active,  vigilant  partizans,  to  recommend 
them  for  appointments,  are  among  the  most  ea- 
ger to  apply  for  office,  when  patronage  is  about 
to  be  dispensed,  while  those  who  are  the  most 
meritorious,  and  better  qualilied  than  the  class 
I  have  described  for  these  positions,  hold  aloof, 
through  modesty  from  pressing  their  claims. 
Bat  if  the  people  are  left  to  judge,  they  will  at 
l»ast  canvass  the  claims  of  those  who  are  quali- 
fied, and  will  be  likely  to  elect  them. 

So  far  as  I  have  noticed  legislative  appoint- 
ments, they  are  almost  always  confined  to  par- 
tizans. Whatever  the  politics  of  the  party  in 
power  may  be,  for  every  man  appointed  who  is 
not  on  the  same  side  with  the  party  in  the  ma- 
jority, you  will  see  a  hundred  the  other  way. 
Such  occurrences  as  this  are  much  less  frequent 
"with  the  people,  for  they  are  more  apt  to  dis- 
card partizan  feeling  in  the  election  of  import- 
ant officers,  than  the  e.vecutive  and  legislative 
branches  of  the  government. 

I  am  aware  that  some  great  radical  change  is 
needed  in  our  educational  system.  Whether 
the  people  will  be  prepared  for  it  or  not,  I  can- 
not say  ;  how  it  will  operate,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  judge,  as  yet.  If  some  plan  could  be  devised 
by  this  convention,  which  it  would  be  proper  to 
adopt  in  our  constitution,  and  which  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  people,  a  better  plan  than  now 
exists,  I  would  be  willing  to  support  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Dfcs  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,]  that  this  subject 
should  not  be  passed  over  lightly.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  that  has  yet  been 
brought  before  the  convention ,  and  I  am  free 
to  admit,  after  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place,  and  after  the  light  which  has  been  thrown 
upon  these  reports,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
already  spoken  upon  this  subject,  that  this  con- 
vention cannot,  in  my  opinion,  employ  its  time 
to  better  advantage,  than  in  devising  some 
method  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools  in 
this  State.  What  that  method  shall  be,  I  have 
not  yet  determined  in  my  own  mind.  So  far  as 
the  motion  now  pending  before  the  committee 
is  concerned,  I  certainly  feel  like  supporting  it. 
I  cannot,  with  my  present  views,  give  my  sup- 
port to  the  majority  report.  There  arc  many 
things  objectionable  in  it,  most  of  which  have 
been  noticed  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  dis- 
cuss«d  this  question.  I  think  one  very  impor- 
tant objection  is  that  of  establishing  a  fourth 
department  of  the  government.  There  is  one 
thing  in  the  mnjority  report  whicli  strikes  my 
mind  as  an  unfavorable  feature,  and  that  is  the 
necessary  clashing  that  its  adoption  will  bring 
about  between  the  legislature  and  the  board  of 
education  for  which  it  provides. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority provides,  that 


"  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools  and 
other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  instituted 
to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  university  fund 
of  the  State." 

This  is  a  broad  provision  and  gives  this  board 
the  power  to  legislate  in  relation  to  everything 
relating  to  common  schools  and  other  education- 
al institutions,  except,  it  may  be,  the  disposal 
of  the  school  fund. 

The  thirteenth  section  of  the  report  provides 
that— 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  encourage,  by 
all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
scientific,  moral  and  agricultural  improvement. 
The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  disposed  of,  and  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to 
the  new  States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  D. 
1841,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  persons  who 
may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will  or  heir, 
and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by 
Congress,  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  Stale, 
shall  be,  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  inter- 
est of  which,  together  with  all  rents  of  the  un- 
sold lands,  and  such  other  means  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appro- 
priated to  the  support  ol  common  schools  through- 
out the  State." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  construction  which 
these  two  branches  of  the  government  will  be 
likely  to  place  upon  this  section  would  biing 
about  a  clashing  between  the  Legislature  and 
this  board  immediately.  How  shall  we  deter- 
mine whether  the  board,  under  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, have  exceeded  their  jurisdiction  or  not?  or 
how  are  we  to  determine  whether  the  General 
Assembly,  under  the  first  provision  of  the  thir- 
teenth section,  have  exceeded  their  jurisdiction 
or  not?  We  are  to  determine  that  according 
to  this  majority  report  by  the  chancellor,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  tiio  ninth  section,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

"Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancellor,  who 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  questions  that 
may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions  and  judg- 
ments of  said  Chancellor,  an  appeal  may  be 
taken  to  the  Supremo  Court." 

If  the  board  of  education  shall  go  on  and  ex- 
ercise the  i)Ower  which  they  may  claim  under 
the  eighth  section  of  the  report,  and  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  shall  also  go  on  under  the  thir- 
teenth section,  and  exercise  the  same  powers 
that  the  board  of  education  have  taken  upon 
themselves,  we  then  have  these  two  departments 
of  the  State  brought  into  conflict.  All  decisions 
in  relation  to  acts  which  may  be  passed  by  the 
board  of  education  must  be  passed  upon  by  the 
chancellor ;  and  all  questions  growing  out   of 
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laws  which  are  enacted  by  the  Legislature  under 
the  thirteenth  section  must  be  determined  by  the 
courts  of  the  State.  The  courts  of  the  State 
may  determine  these  quastions  one  way,  and 
the  chancellor  may  determine  them  another; 
and  hence  you  will  have  a  clashing  between  the 
decision  of  the  chancellor  and  the  courts  of  the 
State.  It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  state  of 
things  will  inevitably  produce  confu.sion ;  and, 
to  my  mind,  it  presents  an  unanswerable  objec- 
tion to  this  report. 

Another  objection  which  I  have  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system  proposed  bv  the  majority  re- 
port is  this :     We  have  retained,  in  the  article 
upon  the  legislative  department,  in  this  Consti- 
tution, the  veto  power  over  all  acts  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  which  can  only  be  overcome 
by  a  two-thirds   vote   of  both  branches.     This 
report  severs  the  board  of  education  from  that 
power  entirely,  and  no  act  of  this  board,  no 
matter  how  it  may  come  in  conflict  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  people,  no  matter  what  hardships 
may  grow  out  of  it,  can  ever  be  reached  by  the 
veto  power  which  we  have  retained  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  which   was   supported  so  strenu- 
ously by  so  many  members  of  the  Convention. 
No  matter  how  obnoxious  the  law  may  be,  it 
must  go  to  the  people  as  the  law  of  the  State. 
If  unconstitutional,  or  if  it  has  been  passed  has- 
tily, it  cannot  be  arrested  by  the  exercise  of  the 
veto  power.  Having  gone  to  the  people,  although 
it  may  clash   with  their  interests,   although   it 
may  retard  the  growth  and  development  of  our 
common  schools,  although  it  may  be  objection- 
able in   every  feature,  the  people  of  the  State, 
under  this  provision  of  the  majority  report,  have 
no   remedy   whatever.      If    a   question   should 
spring  up  in  school  districts  most  remote  from 
the  place  where  this  chancellor  shall  reside  and 
hold  his  court,  no  matter  how  insignificant  that 
question  may  be,  the  parties  interested  can  only 
have  a  remedy  by  appeal  to  the  chancellor.     In 
a  majority  of  cases   growing  out  of  school  laws, 
that  would  be  an  effectual  bar  against  any  rem- 
edy.    Persons  will,  therefore,   be  compelled  to 
endure  all  the  difficulties  which  may  spring  out 
of  the  laws  passed  by  the  board  of  education 
rather  than  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   and 
submit  to  the  loss  of  time,  which  will  be  inci- 
dent to  an  appeal  to  the  chancellor,  who  alone 
can  decide  these  questions.     Such  a  system  as 
this  will  close  the  door  eflfectually  against  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  State,  having  a  set- 
tlement of  questions  relating  to  school  matters  ; 
and,  instead  of  bringing  the  school  system  home 
to  the  people,   instead   of  giving  them  control 
over  it,  it  will  effectually  remove  it  from  them. 

Another  objection  which  I  have  to  this  sys- 
tem is  this.  This  chancellor  depends  upon  the 
Board  of  Education  for  his  official  existence,  for 
the  Board  are  to  appoint  him  and  give  him  his 
powers.  I  ask  whether  there  is  not  a  tempta- 
tion placed  in  the  way  of  this  chancellor.  Sup- 
pose a  conflict  should  come  up  in  relation  to  a 
law  passed  by  the  Board  of  Education  under 
the  eighth  section,   and  another  passed  by  the 
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General  Assembly,  under  the  thirteenth  section. 
How  would  the  chancellor  be  most  likely  to  de- 
cide? We  must  suppose  that  a  chancellor  ap- 
pointed by  this  Board  will  be  subject  to  all  the 
infirmities  of  human  nature ;  that  he  will  be 
most  likely  to  lean  towards  his  own  friends,  and 
if  any  partiality  is  shown  at  all,  his  decision 
will  be  in  favor  of  the  power  that  created  him, 
and  gave  him  life  and  jurisdiction.  It  is  true 
that  an  appeal  is  provided  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  but  in  that  instance  you  have  your  rem- 
edy for  carrying  the  matter  to  the  highest  tribu- 
nal of  the  State,  only  at  the  end  of  the  litiga- 
tion, so  til  at  in  this  respect  the  system  is  highly 
objectionable. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  complains  of 
the  last  legislature,  and  of  prior  legislatures  of 
this  State,  that  they  have  not  given  sufficient 
time  to  the  investigation  of  the  common  schools 
of  this  State ;  that  th  ey  have  not  bestowed  suf- 
ficient time  upon  the  school  laws  of  this  State. 
I  know  very  well  that  the  last  legislature  had 
the  disposition  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the 
school  laws,  but  they  were  not  able  to  do  it. 
And  why  ?  Because,  under  the  old  system,  so 
much  corruption  had  crept  into  the  system,  that 
the  time  of  the  legislature  was  taken  up  in  fer- 
reting it  out ;  and  they  were  unable,  therefore, 
to  bestow  the  time  that  they  otherwise  would 
have  done  upon  the  general  school  laws.  It 
was  not  the  want  of  disposition  on  their  part  to 
remedy  the  defects  that  existed  in  the  system, 
but  because  they  had  not  absolutely  the  time  to 
do  it. 

I  am  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  office  of  su- 
perintendent of  public  instruction.  I  believe 
that  the  common  schools  of  this  State  will  be 
benefited  by  the  abolition  of  this  office,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  Board  of  Education  ;  and  I 
believe  it  for  this  reason.  Take  the  past  his- 
tory of  this  State,  or  of  any  other  State,  where 
they  have  had  this  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  and  it  will  be  found  that  no 
one  man  can  attend  to  the  duties  devolving  upon 
that  office ;  that  no  one  man  can  bestow  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  time  and  care  upon  it,  in  order 
to  discharge  its  duties  in  a  manner  that  will  re- 
dound to  the  benefit  of  the  State,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  schools  at  large. 

If  we  abolish  this  office,  and  establish  a  Board 
of  Education,  we  can  have  men  elected  in  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  State,  under  whose  con- 
trol and  supervision  the  school  system  of  the 
State  will  be  placed  ;  we  can  thus  bring  senti- 
ment to  bear  directly  upon  the  counsels  of  the 
Board  in  such  a  manner  as  will  lead  to  a  better 
system  for  common  schools  in  the  State,  than 
we  can  possibly  have  under  the  old  system  of 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  in  favor  of  abolishing 
that  office,  and  establishing  this  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation, but  I  cannot  go  to  the  length  of  estab- 
lishing such  a  system  as  that  provided  in  the 
majority  report. 

I  am  opposed  to  giving  legislative  powers  to 
this  Board  of  Education,  for  the  reason  that  I 
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consider  it  would  be  setting  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent. I  can  see  no  reason  for  giving  these 
powers  to  tliis  Board,  whicli  would  not  also  ap- 
ply to  any  other  department  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  says 
that  he  wishes  to  keep  this  department  of  the 
government  free  from  any  other  department. 
Keep  it  independent,  he  says,  and  it  will  add 
dignity,  character,  and  effect  to  its  decisions. 
Lei;  me  ask  the  gentleman,  whether  the  same 
argument  will  not  apply  in  relation  to  the  Exec- 
utive Department  of  the  Government.  Suppose 
that  you  confer  upon  the  Governor,  Auditor, 
Secretary  of  State,  or  any  other  officer  of  State, 
powers  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions requisite  to  carry  on  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government ;  is  not  the  argu- 
ment just  as  strong?  Sever  that  department 
from  the  Legislative  Department  and  you  would 
give  it  character  and  importance  in  the  same 
degree  that  you  would  to  this  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. Apply  the  same  rule  in  relation  to  the 
Legislative  Department.  Sever  that  entirely 
from  the  other  departments,  and  let  no  other 
department  have  any  control  over  it.  Take  the 
Judicial  department.  We  have  had  arguments 
here  in  favor  of  preserving  the  dignity  and  in- 
dependence of  that  body  ;  and  gentlemen  have 
contended  that  their  salaries  should  be  fixed  in 
the  constitution,  and  not  be  dependent  upon  the 
action  of  the  Legislature.  Very  well  ;  why  not 
confer  upon  the  Judicial  Department  of  the 
State  the  power  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and 
regulations  for  carrying  Into  effect  the  Judicial 
system  of  the  Stata,  and  thereby  increase  the 
dignity  and  importance  of  that  branch  of  the 
government?  If  the  argument  is  good  in  one 
case,  it  is  good  in  another. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  also  remark- 
ed, that  in  proportion  to  the  power  and  perma- 
nency you  give  an  officer,  in  like  proportion  you 
give  him  character  and  efficiency.  It  seems  to 
me  that  argument  would  operate  against  our 
republican  form  of  government.  If  that  be  the 
case  a  monarchy  has  more  power  and  perma- 
nency than  a  republic.  A  monarch  has  more 
power  and  permanency,  and  according  to  this 
argument  more  character  and  efficiency  than  a 
President  or  a  Governor.  The  argument  goes 
too  far  and  falls  of  its  own  weight. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  this  report,  which  ought  to  be  care- 
fully considered  and  investigated  by  this  body, 
for  upon  this  report,  in  my  opinion,  depends  the 
very  welfiiro  and  interest  of  the  common  schools 
of  this  state.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  member 
can  be  more  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
protecting  the  educational  interests  of  the  state 
than  I  am.  I  am  satisfied  that  all  the  members 
of  this  convention  feel  a  deep  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, and  none  more  so  than  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall.]  We  must  all  foci  deep- 
ly upon  this  subject,  for  we  all  know  that  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  masses  depend  the  per- 
petuity of  our  government  and  the  safety  of  our 
institutions.     Wc  know  that  after  all   the  intel- 


ligence of  the  people  is  the  great  bulwark  to 
the  stability  and  permanency  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  looking  upon  it  in  that  light,  it  is  our 
duty,  our  absolute  and  imperative  duty,  to  pro- 
vide the  best  method  and  the  best  means  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  common  school  system 
of  the  state.  In  determining  which  is  the  most 
practicable  method  of  arriving  at  this  result,  I 
cannotview  the  question  in  the  same  light  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  views  it. 
I  give  him  credit  for  sincerity  and  honesty  in  the 
views  he  has  submitted  in  his  report,  fori  think 
he  has  the  best  interests  of  the  educational  de- 
partment of  this  state  at  heart.  I  believe  he  is 
acting  fairly,  honestly,  and  zealously  in  this  be- 
half °but  I  must  be  compelled  to  differ  with  him 
in  relation  to  the  scheme  which  he  has  present- 
ed. He  has  presented  some  strong  arguments 
in  favor  of  his  report;  but  none  of  them  have 
been  sufficient  to  overcome  the  objections  which 
I  have  to  the  system  proposed  by  him.  I  shall, 
therefore,  support  the  motion  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston.] 

Mr.  HALL.  If  the  committee  will  indulge 
me,  perhaps  I  shall  he  able  to  answer  all  the 
objections  that  gentlemen  have  urged  against 
this  majority  report.  I  wish  to  reiterate  what  I 
said  at  the  beginning  of  this  discussion,  that  I 
did  not  suppose  that  the  details  of  the  system 
which  this  majority  report  presents,  were  per- 
fect or  beyond  criticism.  I  again  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen of  the  convention  to  adopt  the  principle 
which  it  contains,  and  aid  me  with  their  judg- 
ment, experience  and  ability  in  perfecting  the 
system  which  the  m.ajority  report  proposes  for 
your  adoption.  When  I  say  this,  I  have  answer- 
ed four  out  of  every  five  objections  that  have 
been  urged  against  it. 

The  main  and  the  primary  objection,  and  one 
which  I  have  already  endeavored  to  answer,  to 
the  svstem  proposed  by  the  majority  report  is, 
that  i"t  sets  up  a  fourth  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  does  no  such  thing  ;  it  does  not  take 
or  profess  to  take  from  the  general  assembly 
any  legislative  authority  over  this  subject  of 
schools.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  guard  this  mat- 
ter more  definitely  than  it  is  guarded  in  this  re- 
port, let  them  re-assert  the  power  of  the  legis- 
lature, which  is  already  asserted  in  the  contti- 
tution.  This  report  only  gives  to  this  board 
the  same  power  in  the  common  school  inter- 
ests of  the  state  which  you  give  to  the  corpora- 
tions of  cities,  when  they  are  incorporated 
under  your  laws.  Our  cities  have  legislative 
powers.  They  designate  and  punish  crimes  by 
fines  and  imprisonment ;  they  pass  laws  for  tho 
regulation  of  their  internal  police,  and  for  all 
matters  that  pertain  to  the  government  of  a  city. 
They  are  a  power  within  a  power.  There  is  a 
necessity  for  tho  exercise  of  these  powers  on 
their  part.  You  cannot  make  a  general  law  for 
cities  which  will  answer  the  wants  of  the  whole 
state  ;  and  hence  you  confer  upon  the  citizens  of 
each  city  Iggislative  power  made  eftectivo 
through  a  common  council.  In  every  depart- 
ment of  life  where  there  is  an  etery  day  neces 
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sity  for  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  they  have 
been  granted  by  the  legislature  or  by  constitu- 
tuional  authority  ;  and  the  power  of  exercising 
these  rights  and  controlling  these  matters  is  just 
the  same,  whether  it  comes  through  the  legis- 
lature or  the  constitution.  The  question  is 
whether  the  power  here  asked  shall  be  conferred 
upon  this  board  by  constitutional  provision,  or 
whether  it  shall  be  left  to  legislative  enactment; 
whether  power,  character  and  influence  shall  be 
given  to  this  board^by  the  primary  law  of  the  state 
or  whether  it  shall  be  composed  of  officers  who 
shall  be  mere  ("automatons,  mere  machines  to 
carry  out  the  will  of  the  legislature,  as  it  may 
be  expressed  whenever  they  may  meet. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  to  the  journals  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  last  ten  years,  they  will  find 
that  that  body  has  not  spent  thirty  hours  in  the 
consideration  of  common  schools;  a  subject  in 
which  so  large  a  majority  of  our  citizens  take 
60  deep  an  interest.  We  have  had  the  expe- 
rience of  ten  years  of  the  Legislature  upon  this 
subject — a  body  with  which  gentlemen  are  so 
deeply  in  love,  and  in  which  they  have  so  great 
confidence,  and  to  which  they  say  we  would  do 
so  much  better  to  entrust  the  interests  of  com- 
mon schools.  And  what  has  it  done  within 
these  ten  years  to  advance  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  State  ? 

In  considering  this  matter  and  reflecting  upon 
it,  I  desire  to  go  back  to  the  old  laws  upon  this 
subject,  see  the  evils  resulting  from  them,  and 
devise  a  suitable  remedy  therefor,  if  possible. 
I  have  found  the  old  laws  deficient  in  every  par- 
ticular ;  I  have  found  that  in  all  the  legislation 
upon  this  subject,  there  has  been  one  continual 
clashing  and  changing.  When  the  code  was 
made,  they  patched  and  patched  up  the  laws 
upon  this  subject  in  such  a  manner  when  they 
undertook  to  modify  them,  that  they  are  almost 
inexplicable,  and  worse  than  no  laws  at  all.  I 
find  that  with  ten  years  experience  of  legisla- 
tion, the  subject  of  education  has  been  neglect- 
ed more  than  any  other  matter  which  has  been 
presented  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

I  am,  therefore,  in  view  of  these  considera- 
tions, in  favor  of  taking  this  matter  entirely  out 
of  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  and  putting  it 
into  the  hands  of  another  body,  who  will  better 
represent  the  interests  of  the  people.  I  am  for 
putting  it  into  the  hands  of  a  body  that  shall 
have  no  control  over  the  funds,  and  which  can- 
not possibly  be  influenced  by  party  considera- 
tions. Such  a  body  as  I  propose,  will  be  unin- 
fluenced by  partizan  feelings  and  considerations, 
and  their  whole  and  undivided  attention  will  be 
given  to  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State.  Now,  gen- 
tlemen beg  the  question,  when  they  undertake 
to  say  that  these  persons  who  are  elected  by  the 
people  for  this  specific  purpose,  are  going  to 
make  laws  which  will  come  in  conflict  with  the 
action  of  the  General  Assembly. 

One  gentleman  says  here,  that  the  people  are 
not  the  proper  persons  to  appoint  the  ofilcers  of 


tliis  Board  of  Education.  Let  me  say  to  the 
gentleman,  that  to  the  people,  peculiarly,  should 
the  interests  of  common  schools  be  confided; 
for  interest  in  this  subject  begins  in  the  family, 
and  the  cause  of  education  is  especially  dear  to 
all  parents  and  guardians.  The  nearer  you  can 
bring  it  home  to  them,  and  the  farther  you  can 
remove  it  from  the  arena  of  political  broils  and 
contentions,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State,  and  the  good  of  the  people. 
Let  us  take  it  away  from  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion, where,  for  the  last  ten  years,  they  have 
given  it  so  little  consideration,  and  where  we 
have  had  nothing  but  changing  and  clashing 
laws  upon  this  subject.  It  is  for  this  that  I  am 
so  earnestly  contending  here,  and  I  believe  sin- 
cerely, that  such  a  system  as  the  majority  have 
recommended,  would  meet  with  the  support  of 
the  people. 

Gentlemen  say  that  this  takes  the  school  sys- 
tem out  of  the  hands  of  the  people.  Sir,  it 
gives  it  into  the  hands  of  the  people.  It  gives 
strength  to  the  heart  of  the  man  who  has  chil- 
dren to  educate,  for  he  feels  that  he  is  not  de- 
pendent upon  a  legislature  who  have  been 
elected  and  come  together  to  represent  party 
feeling  in  the  most  intense  form  in  which  it  is 
ever  found  to  exist  in  legislative  bodies.  He 
feels  that  he  has  a  home  to  go  to ;  a  tribunal 
where  none  of  these  considerations  occupy  their 
attention.  Is  my  argument  a  reproach  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  ?  If  it  is,  it  is 
not  because  I  use  it.  It  is  because  the  record 
convicts  them.  It  is  because  the  history  tells  it. 
It  is  because  their  own  journal  proves  it.  I 
wish  gentlemen  to  understand  this  ;  and  if  they 
are  disposed  to  sever  this  system  from  the  legis- 
lative department  of  the  State  ;  if  they  are  dis- 
posed to  let  it  stand  by  itself;  if  they  are  dis- 
posed to  let  those  interested  in  the  subject  look 
around  and  select  a  tribunal  to  which  this  sub- 
ject shall  go,  so  as  not  to  mix  it  up  with  the  ten 
thousand  other  things  that  pertain  to  the  social 
system,  let  them  act  with  me  and  sustain  this 
report.  If  they  are  not  satisfied  with  its  de- 
tails, let  it  be  amended. 

The  gentleman  from  Davis  [Mr.  Palmer]  saya 
that  we  shall  have  to  give  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion the  control  of  the  funds.  I  never  knew 
that  gentleman  so  completely  mistaken.  This 
system  compels  the  legislature  to  divide  the 
State  into  sixteen  educational  districts,  among 
which  the  money  is  to  be  distributed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  unmarried  youths  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years. 
This  is  to  be  an  equal  distribution,  and  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  legislature.  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation provide  the  schools ;  they  furnish  the 
consideration  for  the  money ;  they  decide  when 
the  money  shall  be  paid,  and  paid  because  it 
has  been  earned,  and  they  superintend  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  schools.  This  is  made  their 
duty.  There  can  only  be  danger  if  we  pre-sup- 
pose  that  the  legislature  will  trample  upon  the 
constitution,  and  that  the  Educational  Board 
will  also  trample  upon  the  constitution.     The 
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argument  amounts  to  nothing,  because  it  is  pre-  j 
Buming  crime — a  presumption  which  is  not  al- 
lowable here.  The  different  departments  are 
completely  severed.  As  I  said  on  yesterday,  if 
this  Board  of  Education  should  go  to  any  extra- 
ordinary length  ;  if  they  should  undertake  to 
become  pirates,  of  which  I  have  not  the  least 
apprehension  in  the  world,  the  legislature,  as 
will  be  seen  by  a  clause  in  that  report,  remains 
supreme  and  can  control  tiiem.  They  have  the 
veto  power,  and  they  can  use  it.  But  I  have  no 
idea  that  there  will  be  one  instance  of  that  in 
ten  years.  You  would  not  find  any  conflict,  be- 
cause they  are  all  members  of  the  same  great 
family — all  members  of  society ;  and  there  is  a 
deep  and  abiding  feeling  in  favor  of  institutions 
of  learning  which  all  will  be  willing  to  corrob- 
orate. But  all  cannot  stop  to  think — all  cannot 
stop  to  reason. 

In  regard  to  this  Chancellor,  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  consequence  to  me  whether  tliat  ofBce  is  there 
or  not.  I  am  not  arguing  to  sustain  it,  except 
as  a  matter  of  convenience.  We  have  had  the 
office  ever  since  we  have  been  a  State.  Every 
State  in  the  Union  which  has  adopted  any  school 
system  at  all,  has  that  ofGce,  under  some  name 
or  other.  We  shall  probably  have  the  office  in 
some  shape  or  form.  I  lind  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  perform  the  duty,  for  in- 
stance, in  one  State,  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  in  another.  In  New  York  the 
secretary  of  state,  or  deputy  of  the  secretary  of 
slate  is  the  chancellor,  and  has  exercised  that 
power  ever  since  my  recollection.  There  is  no 
inconvenience  connected  with  the  office  in  other 
States.  The  principle  exists  everywhere.  You 
cannot  go  anywhere,  without  finding  that  these 
little  questions  of  the  dividing  up  of  small  dis- 
tricts, the  positions  of  the  scliool-houses,  and  a 
thousand  and  one  other  little  questions,  would 
not  endanger  the  harmonizing  operation  of  the 
echool  system,  and  pr  duce  injurious  effects, 
moral  and  social,  if  no  remedy  were  provided. 
TLcsc  questions  will  constantly  arise,  and  we 
need  a  quiet  silent  way  of  settling  them,  with- 
out submiiling  them  to  tho  arbitration  of  the 
courts;  ministerial,  if  you  please,  for  most  of 
these  things,  become  ministerial,  not  involving 
judicial  questions,  and  may  be  settled  silently 
without  producing  the  disturbing  elements  which 
judicial  decisions  always  produce. 

I  hope  gentlemen  are  satisfied  in  regard  to 
the  legislature  refusing  to  give  the  School  Board 
the  whole  of  tho  proceeds  to  l)e  devoted  to  edu- 
cation. The  article  provides  that  they  shall  bo 
fiistributed,  and  if  tho  legislature  violate  tiie 
constitution,  is  that  an  argument  to  siiow  that 
we  should  not  have  a  constitution  ?  Tho  argu- 
ment destroys  itself;  it  annihilates  itself.  Be- 
cause the  Board  may  violate  tho  constitution, 
are  wc  then  free  to  conclude  that  wc  should  not 
have  a  constitution  ?  Would  they  violate  it  any 
tho  less,  if  their  duties  were  assigned  in  the  form 
of  law?  Would  a  law,  coming  from  the  legis- 
,  lativc  department,  have  moro  influence  with 
the    Board,    than    a    provision     in    tho    con- 


stitution of  the  State  which  they  are  all 
sworn  to  obey  before  they  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  office?  It  strikes  me  that 
there  is  no  argument  in  this  ;  none  at  all.  This 
report  is  too  definite,  it  gives  the  matter  too 
much  shape,  too  much  vitality,  to  permit  it. 
And  that  is  another  great  objection  to  the  report. 
Gentlemen  look  at  it,  stare  at  it,  as  if  they  had 
never  seen  such  a  thing  before.  The  idea  ot 
such  a  school  system,  of  a  department  specially 
formed  to  furnish  the  primary  rules  of  govern- 
ment, a  department  devoted  singly  to  that  par- 
ticular interest,  is  new  in  this  State.  I  know 
this  is  new;  and  I  do  not  advocate  this  in  the 
report  without  the  most  careful  consideration. 
Let  me  tell  gentlemen  that  if  they  will  do  as  I 
have  done,  I  think  they  will  modify  their  views. 

In  my  early  life  I  was  for  years  engaged  in 
teaching.  The  little  education  that  I  have,  wag 
acquired  while  teaching  in  common  schools, 
when  I  went  from  house  to  house  to  board  out, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  the  scholars  sent, 
three  days  in  one  place,  five  days  in  another,  a 
week  in  another,  and  so  on.  For  years  T  follow- 
ed that  business,  supporting  myself  and  educa- 
ting myself  by  that  process.  I  have  not  forgot- 
ten the  minutiae  or  the  workings  of  that  system. 
They  are  fresh  in  my  mind,  as  it  were  of  yester- 
day. Since  I  have  been  aware  that  I  was  to  be 
a  member  of  this  convention,  and  that  it  would 
be  my  duty  here  to  consider  this  subject,  I  have 
talked  with  a  hundred  men  in  this  State,  tho 
most  intelligent  among  our  farmers,  and  I  have 
inquired  of  them  their  difficulties  and  troubles 
in  relation  to  the  school  sj-stem,  where  they 
wanted  aid,  where  they  wanted  a  remedy ;  and 
they  have  told  me  honestly  and  truthfully. 
They  are  the  men  who  have  provided  me  with 
my  arguments.  They  have  had  experience  in 
the  practical  workings  of  our  system.  They 
have  been  trying  to  make  it  succeed ;  and  they 
find  that  the  constant  changes  in  the  law,  and 
the  want  of  attention  to  the  law,  clog  them  and 
have  been  a  barrier  to  them  in  some  instances, 
so  that  the  system  has  done  them  more  injury 
than  good.  This,  they  have  told  me,  is  tlie 
practical  effect  of  our  present  system  of  school 
districts.  I  liave  talked  with  many  of  these 
men,  and  while  I  have  been  here  I  have  never 
lost  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  every 
man  I  could  find  with  any  intelligence  upon  this 
subject.  I  have  obtained  my  experience  from 
tho  fountain-head,  from  tho  father,  from  the 
guardian,  from  those  trying  and  anxious  to  mr.ko 
the  system  succeed,  who  have  struggled  along 
for  ten  years  with  this  system,  wiio  have  had 
families  to  educate,  and  have  only  been  able  to 
rely  upon  this  common  school  system  to  edu- 
cate them.  I  must  ask  a  little  favor,  and  a  littlo 
charity,'  of  our  bachelor  friends  who  have  no 
children  to  educate.  Wo  must  look  to  those 
who  are  striving  to  educate  their  children,  and 
allow  full  weight  to  their  testimony  and  their 
experience. 

I  hope  we  shall  in  this  constitution  turn  this 
over  to  a  tribunal    as  pure   as  it  can  bo   made; 
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even  if  it  should  come  from  the  muddy  mire  of 
politics,  it  will  yet  be  as  pure  as  we  can  find. 
If  we  can  only  get  the  Board  from  that  muddy 
pool,  it  is  no  objection  at  all ;  for  we  shall  not 
take  them  indiscriminately,  but  select  the  purest 
we  can  find.  And  there  is  not  a  gentleman  here 
who  would  deny  that  if  we  were  to  take  twelve 
or  eighteen  members  of  the  legislature,  drawn 
by  lot,  they  would  devise  a  better  system,  and 
the  schools  Avould  be  better  controlled,  better 
organized,  and  more  efficient,  than  if  the  subject 
were  to  be  left  to  the  whole  legislature,  to  take  its 
place  with  a  multitude  of  others  claiming  prior 
attention,  and  thus  to  be  neglected  while  mem- 
bers are  attending  to  other  duties.  And  if  gen- 
tlemen will  concede  this,  as  I  am  sure  they  will, 
why  should  they  stand  here  fearful  lest  in  turn- 
ing this  matter  over  to  stand  by  itself,  appealing 
to  the  benevolence  as  well  as  the  justice  of  the 
people,  you  are  about  to  destroy  it?  Why 
should  they  suppose  that  it  has  within  it  the 
seeds  of  disorganization  and  decay?  If  its  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  do  not  reside  in  the  hearts 
of  persons  interested,  in  the  fathers  and  mothers 
and  guardians  of  the  country,  where  will  you 
find  them  ?  Cannot  these  persons  select  ?  Are 
they  not  sufficiently  interested  to  make  a  proper 
selection  ?  Does  all  the  patriotism  in  our  State 
linger  in  the  hearts  of  the  members  of  our  legis- 
lature? It  would  seem  so.  It  would  seem  that 
gentlemen  are  very  much  alarmed  lest  this 
matter  should  be  left  to  the  man  who  educates 
his  children,  lest  it  should  be  left  to  the  heads 
of  families.  They  are  atraid  there  will  be  too 
much  form.  Thej^  are  afraid  that  we  shall  give 
this  system,  when  it  comes  into  existence,  life 
and  vitality,  power  to  regulate,  power  to  per- 
form, strength  and  character.  This  is  what 
they  are  afraid  of. 

If  you  put  a  man  into  the  position  of  a  mere 
copyist ;  if  you  make  him  a  mere  automaton,  a 
mere  follower,  you  shut  out  the  lights  of  his 
intellect ;  you  crush  the  power  to  rise,  you  tear 
asunder  all  the  inducements  to  ambition.  You 
make  of  him  a  mere  nothing.  And  yet  you  ex- 
pect this  common  school  system  to  flourish.  I 
would  give  to  those  who  superintend  the  schools 
enough  to  employ  their  intellect.  I  would  give 
them  encouragement  to  inform  themselves  upon 
the  subject.  I  would  hold  them  responsible, 
intellectually,  for  what  they  have  done.  When 
you  find  men  waking  up  to  that  responsibility, 
to  feel  an  interest,  and  to  know  that  their  rep- 
utation depends  upon  the  course  they  pursue, 
you  will  see  the  result.  If  you  will  only  give 
these  men  something  to  make  a  reputation  out 
of,  you  will  find  that  ambition  is  not  an  antidote 
to  liberty,  but  one  of  its  incentives  ;  and  when 
combined  with  virtue,  with  that  as  a  polar  star, 
we  have  nothing  to  fear. 

Now  I  wish  to  urge  it  upon  gentlemen  here  to 
think  upon  this  subject,  to  look  at  it.  I  do  not 
care  how  much  time  you  take  for  deliberation, 
for  they  will  feel  conscious  that  this  matter  is 
right,  that  this  plan  is  the  best  we  can  adopt, 
and  the  only  one  we  can  adopt,  which  will  give 


dignity,  character  and  stability  to  the  institu- 
tions, we  all  profess  to  admire  and  desire  to 
cherish.  I  have  reflected  much  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  know  that  I  am  far  beneath  what  I 
ought  to  be.  I  know  that  my  views  have  not 
had  culture  enough  ;  but  still  1  think  1  have  in- 
vestigated the  subject  more  than  some  gentle- 
men here.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  strike 
this  out  without  consideration.  I  hope  they 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  merely  finding  fault, 
without  proposing  any  ameuament  to  remedy 
the  fault. 

One  word  with  regard  to  the  minority  report, 
although,  perhaps,  I  said  enough  upon  that  yes- 
terday. The  minority  report  is  meaningless. 
It  has  no  efficiency.  When  the  people  ask  for 
bread  it  gives  them  but  a  stone.  It  has  no  vi- 
tality. It  has  no  character.  It  is  nothing  but 
an  automaton.  It  is  a  man  of  straw.  It  is  just 
like  what  we  have  always  had ;  and  that  is  the 
reason  given  why  we  should  adopt  it.  You  can- 
not make  our  present  system  worse.  If  you  go 
out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire,  your  con- 
dition is  no  worse  by  the  change.  That  is  no  ar- 
gument at  all.  Are  you  afraid?  Are  you  ap- 
prehensive? Of  what?  Because  you  give 
character,  stability,  strength,  independence  to 
the  system?  Because  you  call  for  efforts  of 
mind?  Because  you  hold  men  responsible  for 
something?  I  hope  this  convention  will  not 
adjourn  until  they  create  a  school  department. 
Are  they  afraid  to  give  it  that  dignity,  lest  it 
should  overwhelm  the  legislature,  the  executive, 
and  judiciary  departments,  and  over-ride  them 
all  ?  And  what  if  it  could  exercise  a  control- 
ling influence  over  them  ?  Depend  upon  it  that 
they  are  all  but  the  children  the  offspring  of 
this  great  principle  for  which  I  contend.  With- 
out it,  they  cannot  long  be  what  you  are  trying 
to  make  them.  Do  not  be  alarmed  lest  you 
should  make  this  common  school  system  a  great 
monopoly.  Do  not  be  alarmed  lest  it  should 
become  a  despot,  and  you  should  see  the  hand 
of  the  tyrant  in  this  matter.  If  you  can  give 
efficiency  to  th3  common  school  system  ;  if  you 
can  put  the  book  into  the  hands  of  the  child, 
and  teach  him  to  read  and  to  write,  and  give 
to  him  the  rudiments  of  learning,  if  you  can  in- 
oculate him  with  a  true  love  of  science  and 
virtue,  and  if  that  is  to  bring  tyrants  here,  I 
do  not  care  how  thick  or  how  fast  they  come. 
It  will  be  the  tyranny  of  reason,  the  tyranny  of 
intellect,  the  tyranny  of  morality.  It  will  be  a 
tyranny  that  will  make  every  virtue  to  abound, 
which  can  adorn  society.  This  will  never  en- 
danger our  liberties.  You  cannot,  by  holding 
out  to  the  child  the  love  of  knowledge,  make 
him  the  friend  of  despotism.  You  cannot,  by 
giving  efficiency  to  that  which  brings  education 
and  intelligence  into  the  land,  nurse  the  viper 
of  tyranny  or  despotism. 

Perhaps  I  have  occupied  more  time  than  I 
should;  but  I  repeat  again  that  I  ask  the  con- 
vention to  consider  most  thoroughly  all  the 
principles  contained  in  this  report,  which  is  to 
give  independence  to  the  school  interest,  which 


754 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


[32d  Day. 


"Wednesday] 


WILSON— PALMER— HALL, 


[Fel>ruary  25 tU 


is  to  sever  and  divorce  it  from  that  great  politi- 
cal cauldron  which  forever  boils  and  bubbels 
throughout  the  State.  Let  it  have  a  chance  to 
breathe,  where  it  may  not  inhale  the  festering 
atmosphere  of  political  excitement.  Give  it  a 
chance  to  rise,  without  being  clogged  by  inat- 
tention, as  it  has  been  heretofore.  That  is  what 
I  ask,  and  expect  the  convention  to  do. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  may  not  be  able   to  under- 
stand the  argument  of  the  gentleman.     Certain- 
ly I    have  no   disiiosition  to  misunderstand  it. 
But  he  tells   us  that  the  Legislature  is  still  to 
have  full  power  to  legislate  upon  the  school  sys- 
tem of  the  State.     Tliat  is  one  thing  I   cannot 
understand.     1  cannot  understand  how  it  is  that 
the  power  conferred  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
majority  report,  upon  the  board  of  education,  is 
to  h.ive  any  effect,  if  still  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  retain  the  power  to  legislate  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject.     The  provision  that  the 
gentleman  has  incorporated  into  that  section  is 
almost  the  identical  provision  incorporated  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  the  territories,  and  which  has  been  the  occa- 
eiou    of    so   man}'   conflicting  opinions  in  this 
country.     It  provides  that  the  board  of  educa- 
tion shall  have  power  and  authority  to  legislate 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in 
relation  to  common  schools  and  other  institutions 
of  learning.     What  does  that  mean,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  is  to  have  the  power  to  legislate 
for  the  schools  of  the  State?     What  does  "said 
board  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  leg- 
islate and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
in  relation  to  common  schools  and  other  institu- 
tions of  learning  "  mean,  if  it  does  not  mean  that 
upon  this   board  of  education  the   Constitution 
"will  confer  legislative  jurisdiction  ?    I  cannot  un- 
derstand it  in  any  other  light.     If  that  be  tlie 
case,  and  if  that  power  is  to  be  retained  in  the 
hands  of  the  General  Assembly,   I  ask  whether 
the    argument   which    the   gentleman   presents 
against  retaining  that  power  does  not  refute  his 
argument  in  favor  of  this   report.     He  tells  us 
that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  since 
the  organization  of  the  State  government,  have 
not   spent   thirty   hours    in   legislating   for  the 
schools  of  the  State.     I  think  the  gentleman  is 
mistaken  ;  but  suppose  that  to  be  the  case.     In 
his  explanation  of  the  report,  I  understand  him 
to  say  that  this  very  General  Assembly  wliich 
has  been  so  derelict  in   the  performance   of  its 
duty,   which   has  refused  to   spend  more  than 
thirty  hours,  within  the  history  of  the  State,  on 
the  school  system  of  the  State,  is  still  to  retain 
the  legislative  jurisdiction  in   relation  to  those 
schools.     I  cannot  make  these  arguments   liar- 
monize.     I  wish  to  understand  the  gciiflemnn  in 
relation  to  them.     I  do  not  make  these  remarks 
by  wiiy  of  coni[ilaint,  but  simply  to  pain  infor- 
mation, tliat  I  may  understand  his  argument  in 
favor  of  the  report  of  which    ho  has  probably 
been  tlio  originator. 

Mr.  PALMICR.  The  gentleman  from  Dcs 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  says  that  I  have  overlooked 
a  provision  of  this  report.  I  bco  that  tho  sev- 
enteenth section  provides : 


"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
unmarried  youth,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years.'' 

I  had  read  that,  but  it  does  not  say  under 
whose  control  it  shall  be, 

Mr.  HALL.     That  is  in  the  sixteenth  section. 
Mr.    PALMER.       The    sixteenth    section    pro- 
vides: 

"The  financial  agents  of  the  school  funds  shall 
be  the  same  that  by  law  receive  and  control  the 
State  and  county  revenue  for  other  civil  purpo- 
ses." 

What  I  suggested  was,  that  either  the  Legis- 
lature or  the  board  of  education  would  have  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  control  of  the  fund  after 
all.  The  funds  are  distributed.  What  ofiicers 
are  entitled  to  draw  it  ?  and  what  penalties  are 
aflixed  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  do  their  duty  ?  I 
suppose  it  is  contemplated  that  the  county  treas- 
urers shall  have  the  fund  due  to  their  respective 
counties;  but  then  there  is  some  provision  to  bo 
made  as  to  what  officers  shall  be  entitled  to 
draw  from  the  county  treasurer.  This  sixteenth 
section  merely  provides  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  distribute  the  money,  or  that  it  shall 
be  distributed  under  laws  enacted  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.  I  should  have  no  objection  to 
giving  the  control  of  these  funds  to  the  board  of 
education;  but  they  should  provide  I'ules  for  the 
distribution  of  the  fund  in  the  different  counties 
and  among  the  difi'erent  districts.  I  do  not 
urge  this  as  an  objection  against  the  report  ab- 
solutely, but  only  as  a  difficulty  not  provided  for 
in  the  details  of  the  report,  and  as  a  difficulty 
that  may  embarass  legislation,  the  article  being 
so  indefinite. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  leave,  by  the  first  section,  the 
legislative  department  undisturbed.  I  do  not 
wish,  as  I  have  said  before,  to  go  into  any  argu- 
ment upon  a  mere  matter  of  criticism.  If  this 
is  not  as  I  explain  it,  let  us  make  it  so.  That 
is  easily  done.  It  is  the  principle  which  I  con- 
tend for.  There  is  no  conflict  between  this  re- 
port and  the  legislative  department.  If  the  leg- 
islature should  choose  to  assert  its  power  to  re- 
voke, they  would  have  the  same  authority  that 
they  have  over  a  city  charter.  This  becomes 
a  charter.  The  eighth  section  proscribes  every 
power  that  the  board  shall  have.     It  saj'S : 

"Said  board  shall  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools  and 
otiier  institutions  of  learning  that  are  instituted 
to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  university 
funds  of  tho  State." 

The  whole  i)ower  in  regard  to  tho  free  schools 
tliemselves.  That  is  what  I  intended,  and  1 
think  that  is  the  fair  construction  of  the  section. 
Criticism  may  find  fault,  but  criticisms  mcrclj- 
finding  fault  with  tho  form,  can  always  be  made. 
The  sections  already  quoted  show  that  the  finan- 
cial agents  arc  in  this  civil  department  entirely, 
that  the  whole  business   is  transacted   through 
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the  civil  department  of  the  government ;  and 
the  seventh  section  provides  : 

"All  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Board 
shall  be  published  and  distributed  to  the  several 
counties,  townships,  and  such  school  districts  as 
may  be  provided  for  by  said  Board,  and  when  so 
passed,  published  and  distributed,  they  shall 
the  force  and  efl'ect  of  law." 

The  school  system  is  formed  by  this  board, 
•which  is  responsible  for  the  proper  use  of  the 
fund  when  it  is  provided.  The  civirdepartment 
holds  the  funds,  and  the  persons  who  have  earn- 
ed it,  draw  it.  There  seems  to  me  to  be  no 
want  of  harmony.  It  is  as  perfect  as  machinery 
can  be  made,  as  it  strikes  me.  I  hope  gentle- 
men will  vote  for  the  principle.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  amendments  can  be  made,  and  I  invite 
amendment;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
great  many  salutary  provisions  have  been  over- 
looked. I  do  not  present  the  system  as  abso- 
lutely perfect,  but  merely  as  perfect  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  it,  and  I  do  think  that  the 
main  proposition  of  this  report  should  be  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  There  has  not  been  a  subject 
presented  to  the  convention  during  the  session 
upon  which  I  have  felt  so  unprepared  to  act  as 
this,  because  I  do  not  think  any  subject  has 
been  presented  of  as  much  importance  as  this. 
An  innovation  is  proposed  by  this  majority  re- 
port, a  very  great  innovation,  upon  our  previous 
school  system  in  this  State,  or  rather  our  want 
of  system,  because  heretofore  we  have  not  had 
any  system  at  all,  and  here  is  a  system  propos- 
ed. 

I  have  looked  it  over  with  considerable  care 
and  attention,  and  have  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  to  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  here  ;  and  I  have  noticed  that  the  conven- 
tion have  also.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  conven- 
tion are  very  deeply  interested  in  this  subject, 
and  if  they  do  not  concur  in  one  of  these  reports, 
either  majority  or  the  minority,  it  will  be  from 
the  fear  that  they  are  about  to  adopt  something 
that  may  prove  injurious.  For  my  own  part,  I 
believe  that  I  have  settled  down  rather  in  favor 
of  the  majority  report.  I  think  it  is  more  sys- 
tematic than  the  minority  report,  and  will  work 
belter  in  its  practical  operations.  I  have  not 
made  up  my  mind  in  relation  to  all  the  details, 
but  as  a  system,  I  like  it  better. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  gentleman  frem  Ce- 
dar [Mr.  Gower]  in  relation  to  the  school  fund, 
is  a  little  more  in  detail  than  this  report,  al- 
though, as  I  understand  it,  it  amounts  to  about 
the  same. 

The  sixteenth  section  provides  : 

"  The  financial  agents  of  the  school  fund 
shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law  receive  and  con- 
trol the  State  and  county  revenue  for  other 
civil  purposes." 

That  is  about  the  same  as  the  gentleman  from 
Cedar  proposes.  So  I  do  not  consider  his 
amendment  as  affecting  the  report  in  any  re- 
spect at  all.     The  district  schools  of  the   State 


are  now  unsystematized ;  there  is  no  system 
about  them.  No  plan  has  ever  been  adopted  in 
relation  to  them.  While  Mr.  Benton  held  the 
oflice  of  superintendent  he  proposed  a  plan  ; 
but  it  was  never  really  carried  into  efl'ect ;  and 
now  the  want  of  system  is  very  lamentable  in- 
deed. There  is  no  regular  system  of  books  in 
the  different  schools  of  the  State.  Every  dis- 
trict, and  every  school,  has  just  such  books  as 
the  scholars  choose  to  bring,  from  the  most  an- 
tiquated books,  those  that  our  grandfathers  used 
to  study,  down  to  the  most  modern  and  improv- 
ed school  books.  I  think  the  board  of  educa- 
tion would  make  a  uniform  system  in  relation 
to  school  books.  I  understand  that  to  be  pro- 
posed ,  and  that  is  a  desideratum  which  we  all 
should  desire  to  have  aifoi'ded  at  once.  Unless 
a  uniformity  in  school  books  can  be  secured  the 
school  cannot  be  made  profitable. 

I  can  appreciate  the  gentleman's  zeal  very 
much,  because  I  have  been  a  school  teacher  my- 
self in  my  former  days  ;  and  I  know  that  when 
I  have  been  in  a  community  where  there  was  no 
interest  taken  in  the  school,  it  was  very  difficult 
for  me  to  get  up  an  interest  myself.  If  there 
should  be  a  board  of  education,  as  proposed  in 
the  majority  report,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume 
that  it  will  be  such  a  board  as  is  contemplated 
in  the  report,  and  in  the  gentleman's  speeches; 
and  I  am  very  confident  that  by  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  board  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  this  state  will  be  greatly  ad- 
vanced, and  that  the  great  educational  interests 
of  the  people  in  the  higher  departments,  the 
college  and  the  university,  will  not  be  overlook- 
ed. But  the  college  and  the  university  are  of 
far  less  importance  than  the  commcn  school.  It 
is  that  which  has  more  graduates  than  any  oth- 
er. It  is  the  children  of  the  people  who  are 
taught  in  the  common  school,  and  it  is  they  who 
go  on  finally,  in  many  cases,  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  college  and  the  university.  But  the 
education  of  the  common  school  is  the  education 
given  in  the  early  years  of  life,  those  years  in 
which  we  learn  the  most,  those  years  in  which 
we  imbibe  notions  of  more  consequence  to  us, 
for  good  or  evil,  than  all  we  learn  in  after 
years. 

Hence,  I  am  inclined,  as  I  have  said,  to  the 
opinion  that  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  sup- 
port the  system  proposed  in  the  majority  report. 
I  have  vascillated  somewhat  from  one  side  to 
the  other  during  this  discussion,  I  will  admit ; 
but  upon  comparing  the  two  reports,  and  I  ask 
every  member  of  the  convention  to  compare 
them,  I  have  concluded  that  the  majority  "re- 
port is  preferable.  If  there  is  any  improvement 
that  can  be  made  in  it,  the  convention  wiU  un- 
doubtedly be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

I  am  very  glad  to  get  out  of  the  party  strife 
in  which  we  have  been  for  a  few  days  past.  For 
one,  I  can  say,  if  the  convention  were  to  con- 
sume a  week  in  deliberation  upon  this  subject, 
I  should  not  at  all  begrudge  the  time.  I  think 
we  are  now  in  a  channel  which  will  enable  us 
to  do  some  good  to  the.  State,  and  to   acquire 
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some  credit  for  ourselves.  I  said  yesterday  that 
I  did  not  want  this  subject  acted  upon  rashly 
or  unadvisedly;  and  if  other  gentlemen  are  not 
now  prepared  to  act  upon  it,  I  should  be  willing 
to  vote  that  the  committee  rise  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again.  For  my  own  part,  believing  the  gen- 
eral features  of  the  majority  report  to  be  cor- 
rect, I  am  prepared  to  vote. 

Mr.  MARVIN".  I  feel  disposed  to  make  a  few- 
remarks  upon  the  subject  before  the  committee, 
not  because  I  feel  competent  to  instruct  the 
committee,  nor  because  I  can  give  any  light,  but 
because  I  feel  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this 
question.  I  need  not  repeat  the  remarks  that 
have  been  made  in  relation  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject. 

AVhcn  I  say  to  the  convention  that  I  am  a  fa- 
ther; that  I  have  been  a  guardian,  and  that  for 
many  years  I  have  had  th  is  subject  near  to  me, 
that  I  am  connected  with  those  to  whom  I  am 
bound  by  tho  laws  of  nature  and  every  princi- 
ple of  humanity,  to  look  to  their  future  welfare, 
and  that  I  have  had  that  welfare  in  view,  it  will 
explain  why  I  have  taken  so  deep  an  interest  di- 
rectly in  the  subject  ot  education.  I  have  all 
through  life,  and  since  I  have  been  a  father,  and 
since  I  have  been  a  guardian,  found  fault  with 
our  school  systems.  The  ditferent  states  in 
which  1  have  lived  have  not  been  up  to  what 
they  should  be.  I  came  here  with  that  feeling, 
though  I  did  not  anticipate  that  any  further  re- 
sponsibility would  be  placed  upon  me  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  than  rested  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  the  convention. 

Had  the  bill  which  was  before  the  legislature 
been  passed,  with  some  few  amendments,  I  be- 
lieve that  to  a  certain  extent  it  would  have  met 
the  wants  of  the  community.  But  it  did  not. 
When  I  was  placed  upon  this  committee,  I  was 
pleased  to  find  one  at  least  upon  the  committee 
who  felt  more  interest,  if  possible'than  I  did,  in 
this  matter,  or  who  had  at  least  turned  his  at- 
tention more  particularly  into  that  channel; 
and  I  refer  to  the  honorable  member  to  whom 
we  attribute  this  report,  [Mr.  Hall.]  Ho  had 
given  it  his  almost  undivided  attention  for  a  long 
time.  He  had  to  a  certain  extent  matured  the 
plan  now  before  the  house.  The  committee  will 
admit  at  once  that  the  plan  has  originated  al- 
most entirely  with  him.  Finding  that  his  mind 
had  been  drawn  to  the  subject,  feeling  our  wants 
and  necessities,  feeling  the  absolute  inefiiciency 
of  the  present  system,  1  rejoiced  tlmt  ho  had  so 
nearly  matured  a  system  which  he  was  ready  to 
recommend  for  our  adoption.  If  we  had  sup- 
posed that  we  should  have  had  so  long  a  time 
before  tlie  subject  had  been  acted  upon,  we 
might  perhajis  have  given  it  more  attention,  and 
made  it  even  better  than  it  now  is.  At  the  time 
I  believed  it  to  bo  the  best  we  could  adopt,  and 
I  am  now  not  very  far  from  the  same  feeling. 
I  will  admit  that  upon  more  mature  redwction, 
I  think  I  can  sue  places  where  wc  might  perhaps 
amend  it. 

But  sir,  the  fact  that  tliis  is  new,  and  is  now 
proposed  to  be  placed  in  so   important  and   so 


permanent  a  condition,  is  to  me  no  objection. 
We  have  seen  the  vacillations  of  the  legislature  ; 
it  can  vie  with  other  states  in  that ;  and  this 
vacillation  is  destruction  always  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  schools.  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
several  members  do  not  fully  comprehend  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  board  of  education  in 
the  eighth  section.  That  section  is  in  these 
words  ; 

"  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools  and 
other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  instituted 
to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  university  fund 
of  the  state." 

I  think  that  section  seven  of  the  statutes  of 
Ohio  upon  this  subject  by  the  board  of  direct- 
ors in  each  district  shall  have  power  almost 
equal  to  those  asked  for  here.  They  have 
power  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  and  management  of  the  schools 
ir  the  townships  as  they  shall  see  fit.  The 
language  does  not  amount  to  much;  that  may 
be  waived.  The  object  is  to  have  a  uniform 
and  hai'monious  plan  all  through  our  common 
school  system,  and  all  other  educational  sys- 
tems in  the  state.  The  section  contemplates 
that  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government 
and  managemen  of  the  schools  shall  be  adopted; 
that  textbooks  shall  be  selected  and  established; 
that  the  best  modes  for  the  government  of  the 
scholars  shall  be  recommended ;  and  that  what- 
ever you  establish  in  Dubuque,  shall  also  be  es- 
tablished in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  west 
of  our  state  ;  that  a  teacher  who  has  commenced 
his  business  of  teaching  in  Clayton  county,  may 
go  to  the  extreme  south-west  of  the  state  and 
find  no  change  in  rel&tion  to  the  system  in 
which  he  is  engaged.  He  shall  there  find  the 
same  text-books  ;  he  shall  there  find  the  same 
rules  regulating  the  scholars  ;  and  he  is  perfect- 
ly prepared  to  enter  at  once  upon  his  duties. 
If  we  can  once  adopt  that,  we  shall  stand  emi- 
nently ahead  of  the  other  states. 

In  traveling  a  few  years  ago  in  different  parts 
of  Ohio,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  several 
schools,  and  I  did  so,  having  no  other  business 
which  particularly  called  my  attention.  I  was 
not  then  engaged  in  teaching,  but  had  I  been 
teaching  upon  the  Keserve  at  that  time,  and 
then  gone  into  that  section  of  the  state  to  teach 
school,  I  might  well  have  imagined  that  I  was 
out  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  1  should  have  been 
thrown  back  at  least  thirty  years,  as  to  the 
studies,  the  management  of  the  scholars,  in  al- 
most every  particular.  Their  books  were  those 
I  had  learned  from  when  a  little  child  ;  and  the 
whole  system  was  so  much  better  than  to  which 
1  had  been  accustomed,  that  I  could  not  have 
adapted  myself  to  thus  teaching  them  for  a  long 
while.  iSuch  was  the  want  of  uniformity  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  And  I 
apprehend  that  the  diversity  is  as  great  in  this 
state.  Go  into  some  schools  and  you  would  al- 
most fancy  yourself  in  New-York  or  New  Eng- 
land ;  everything  is  in  order;  clean   books  and 


32d  Day.] 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


757 


Wednesday] 


MARVIN— GOWER. 


[February  $i5tb 


text-books  are  of  the  proper  stamp,  the  rules  of 
government  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  schol- 
ars are  all  correct.  But  traveling  half  a  day, 
you  will  fancy  yourself  in  Egypt  or  in  some 
dark  corner  of  the  earth.  Everything  is  out  of 
joint.  The  proposition  of  the  eighth  section,  I 
understand  to  be  to  make  a  system  that  shall  be 
uniform.  I  need  not  have  dwelt  so  long  upon 
that  section  ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  many 
have  misapprehended  its  force,  and  for  this 
reason  I  have  made  these  remarks  upon  it. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  eighteenth  section  to  ap- 
point a  chancellor : 

"  Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancellor,  who 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  questions  that 
may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions  and  judg- 
ments of  said  Chancellor,  an  appeal  may  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court." 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  full 
extent  of  the  powers  of  that  Chancellor.     But 
who  of  us,  who  have  for  years  felt  an  interest  in 
this  subject  of  education,  has  not  seen  the  la- 
mentable  consequences  which    townships   and 
communities   have  been  thrown  into   by  some 
little  question  raised  in  a  school   district?     An 
obstinate  man  in  that  district,  perhaps,  refusing 
to  pay  some  little  tax,  or  to  submit  to  some  lit- 
tle regulation,  has  created  a  difficulty.     I  have 
now  in  my  eye  the  township  from  which  I  came. 
A  little  affair,  perhaps,  of  very   small   conse- 
quence  at  the  commencement,  was  carried  on 
from  year  to  year,  from  court  to  court,  from  the 
justice  of  the  peace  to  the  county  court,  &c.,  and 
finally  to  the  supreme  court ;  costing  that  dis- 
trict  more,   in   the  defence   of  their  position, 
which,   I  believe,   was  finally  sustained,  than 
enough  to  build  a  new  school  house,  of  sufficient 
dimensions  to  accommodate  a  large  school.      It 
retarded  the  progress  of  education  in  that  district. 
During  the  whole  time  that  case  was  pending, 
there  was  a  quarrel  and  excitement  constantly 
disturbing  their  harmony.     And   it    strikes  me 
that  if  we  had  had  a  Chancellor  to  decide  such 
minor  questions  at  the  outset,  all  that  difficulty 
would  have  been  avoided.     We  should  have  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  without  that  foolish  lit- 
igation in  the  courts,   which  are   always  calcu- 
lated to  create   hard  feelings   among  those  en- 
gaged in  them.     For  that  reason,  unless  gentle- 
men of  this  convention  can  convince  me  that  it 
will  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  interests  of 
the  school,  I  should  be  disposed  to  retain  that 
section. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  think  there  is  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  fifth  section.  The  Board  are  called 
into  actual  service  twenty  days  only  in  the  year. 
I  strikes  me  that  to  give  it  full  efficiency  there 
should  be  a  superintending  care  all  the  year 
round,  and  for  that  care,  and  so  much  service  as 
they  may  be  called  upon  to  render,  they  should 
receive  compensation.  They  should  be  em- 
powered to  establish  such  institutions  in  their 
districts  as  will  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  schools.  They  should  be  empowered  to 
visit  the  schools,  more  or  less,  and  to  make  such 
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recommendations  as  they  shall  see  fit.  They 
should  be  empowered  to  lecture  in  the  county 
seats,  and  other  localities,  where  there  is  an 
interest  in  this  matter ;  to  attend  the  meetings 
of  associations  that  may  be  formed  by  teachers, 
to  establish  teachers'  institutes,  and  to  give 
efficiency  to  them.  There  is  nothing  I  can 
think  of,  in  looking  back  upon  these  things,  bet- 
ter calculated  to  call  forth  the  universal  interest 
of  the  community  than  a  teachers'  institute,  if 
you  can  have  an  able  man  there  to  impress  the 
mind  with  important  ideas  connected  with  the 
institutions  of  the  State.  But  I  know  that  these 
things  are  more  properly  the  details  of  legisla- 
tive action  than  subjects  for  introduction  into  a 
constitution.  But  if  this  is  to  be  adopted,  I 
would  entrust  the  Board  with  more  powers,  and 
more  duties,  than  are  here  conferred  upon 
them. 

I  had  not  intended  to  speak  upon  this  subject; 
but  there  seemed  to  be  a  dullness  in  the  minds 
of  members  of  the  convention  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  which  I  was  sorry  to  see,  even  in  the 
opposition  to  the  report.  If  gentlemen  opposed 
to  this  system  will  only  come  forward  with  a 
warm  opposition,  it  may  kindle  a  fire  in  favor  o 
it,  and  do  much  good.  I  am  not  afraid  of  con- 
suming the  day  upon  it.  It  demands  our  at- 
tention. Our  constituents  will  be  rejoiced  to 
learn  that  we  have  spent  one  day  at  least  upon 
the  subject  of  education.  I  ask  members  upon 
both  sides  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  subject. 
Having  been  further  enlightened  as  to  the  rea- 
sons for  opposing  this  report,  it  may  be  that  I 
shall  hereafter  be  disposed  to  express  my  views 
further  in  relation  to  it ;  but  for  the  present  I 
will  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  the  schools  of  this  State,  aris- 
ing in  a  measure  from  the  wants  of  my  own  fam- 
ily ;  and  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Convention,  I  have  given  much  of  ray  attention 
to  this  subject.  I  have  prepared  three  sons  for 
college  in  this  place.  I  patronized  the  first  high 
school  ever  created  in  this  place,  and  I  have 
continued  it  until  I  have  prepared  three  sons  in 
this  place  for  college.  Those  sons  have  gradu- 
ated. I  have  taken  an  interest  in  education 
ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  I 
have  thought  for  some  time  that  our  funds  were 
not  applied  in  the  best  manner.  It  has  been 
spoken  of  in  my  district  that  they  were  badly 
applied ;  and  when  the  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution was  proposed,  it  was  suggested  to  me 
that  we  attend  to  the  school  fund  and  to  the  ed- 
ucational interests  of  the  State.  As  for  myself, 
I  felt,  at  first,  more  interested  in  the  establish- 
lishment  of  a  University,  preserving  that  fund 
entire,  and  the  common  school  fund  entire,  than 
upon  any  other  branch  of  the  subject.  I  see 
that  the  seventeenth  section  provides  : 

"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools,  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
unmarried  youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years." 
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I  think  the  proper  person  to  receive  the  fund 
would  be  the  county  treasurer.  By  my  arrange- 
ment for  the  school  fund,  it  is  to  be  paid  out  by 
the  state  treasurer.  The  auditor  of  the  state 
treasury  is  to  distribute  it  to  the  county  treas 
urers,  through  -whom  the  Board  shall  receive 
the  fund.  My  object  is,  to  consolidate 
that,  to  keep  it  together,  not  to  have  it  subject 
to  so  much  legislation  and  financiering,  as  we 
have  seen.  That  would  be  a  continual  source 
of  conflict.  I  notice  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article  that  it  appears  to  contemplate  that  the 
Board  shall  take  the  entire  control  of  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  State.  If  they  are  also 
to  take  charge  of  the  fund,  it  strikes  me  that  it 
Is  too  much  of  a  load. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair. 
The  CHAIRMAN  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  reported  that  they  had  had  under  con- 
sideration the  subject  of  Education  and  School 
Lands,  had  made  some  progress  therein,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

Legislative  Department. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  convention  to  some  incongruities  that  exist 
in  the  difl'erent  sections  of  the  article  upon  the 
legislative  department,  as  we  have  ordered  it  to 
be  engrossed.     Section  eight  provides  that — 

"  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel 
the  attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  man- 
ner, and  under  such  penalties  as  each  House 
may  provide.' 

Section  sixteen  provides  that — 

"  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be 
presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  approves,  he 
shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with 
his  objections,  to  the  House  in  which  it  origina- 
ted, which  shall  enter  the  .sumo  upon  the  jour- 
nal, and  proceed  to  reconsider  it;  if,  after  such 
reconsideration,  it  again  pass  both  IIouscs,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  each  J/niise  jyrrscnt,  it  .sliall  become  a 
law,  notwithstanding  the  Governor's  objec- 
tions." 

Section  seventeen  provides  that — 

"No  bill  shall  be  passed  unless  by  the  assent 
of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  eh'ctctl  to  each 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  final  p.'issago  shall  betaken  imme- 
diately upon  its  last  reading,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  entered  on  the  journal." 


It  will  be  seen  by  these  sections  that  to  pass 
a  bill  in  the  first  place,  there  is  required  a  con- 
currence of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  majority  of 
each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness, which  business  may  be  the  reconsideration 
of  a  bill  which  the  Governor  has  vetoed,  which 
can  be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  of  that  quorum. 
Thus  a  majority  alone  of  all  the  members  elect- 
ed can  pass  a  bill  in  the  first  place,  while  a  little 
over  one-third  of  the  members  elected  may  pass 
it  after  it  has  been  vetoed.  For  instance,  the 
lower  house  may  consist  of  one  hundred  mem- 
bers. A  quorum  would  be  the  majority,  fifty- 
one,  which  is  the  number  required  to  pass  a  bill 
in  the  first  place.  If  the  Governor  sends  that 
bill  back  with  his  veto,  while  a  quorum  of  fifty- 
one  are  transacting  business,  thirty-four  may 
pass  that  bill  over  his  veto. 

Now  I  do  not  think  this  is  exactly  what  we 
meant  to  do.  I  suppose  it  is  within  the  power 
of  the  convention  to  reach  this  matter,  thouo-h  I 
do  not  know  exactly  how  it  can  be  done.  I  call 
attention  to  the  matter  now  as  the  article  has 
been  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  PRESIDENT.  When  the  article  comes 
up  on  its  third  reading,  it  can  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee  on  the  legislative  department 
for  any  amendment  that  may  be  desired. 

Mr.  GRAY.  That  is  all  I  desire.  I  merely 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  members  to  the 
matter. 

Enrolling  the  Journal. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

''Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  made  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  to  prepare  an  enrolled  copy  of  the 
journal  of  the  convention,  and  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  journal  shall  be  signed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Secretaries,  and  filed  in  the  ofiice 
of  the  Secretary  of  State." 

I  am  induced  to  submit  this  resolution  from 
a  conviction  that  there  ought  to  be  some  provi- 
sion made  for  preserving  in  the  archives  of  this 
State,  the  proceedings  of  this  convention.  We 
have  already  had  two  conventions  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  constitution  for  this  State;  but  there 
is  not  among  the  archives  of  this  State  a  single 
evidence  of  that  fact.  There  is  nothing  of  an 
oflicial  character  to  show  to  future  historians 
that  we  have  had  these  conventions  in  this  State. 
And  there  is  another  fact,  that  of  all  the  copies 
of  the  journal  of  the  former  convention,  but  two 
can  be  found  within  the  reach  of  members  of 
this  convention.  I  have,  myself,  one  copy  of 
the  journal  of  each  of  our  former  conventions, 
and  one  other  member  here  has  a  copy  of  tho 
journal  of  the  last  convention. 

Now  it  seems  to  mo  that  wo  ought  to  guard 
against  this  state  of  things  in  the  future.  I 
think  this  convention  ought  to  provide  for  de- 
positing in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
an  enrolled  copy  of  tho  journal  of  the  proceed- 
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lags  of  this  Convention.  And  it  is  with  this 
view  that  I  have  prepared  and  offered  this  reso- 
lution. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  agreed  to. 

Compensation  of  Officers  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
duties  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and  Ex- 
penditures, I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  convention  shall  be  as  follows : 

Thomas  J.Saunders,  Secretarv, dollars 

per  diem. 

E.  N.  Bates,  Assistant  Secretary, dollars 

per  diem. 

S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Sergeant-at- Arms, dol- 
lars per  diem. 

Francis  Thompson,  Door-keeper, dollars 

per  diem. 

J.  H.  Merritt,  First  Fireman, dollars  per 

diem. 

John  Quaintance,  Second  Fireman, dol- 
lars per  diem. 

James  Hawkins,  First  Messenger, dollars 

per  diem. 

George   Clearman,    Second   Messenger,  

dollars  per  diem. 

Willis  Conard,  Third  Messenger, dollars 

per  diem. 

I  offer  the  resolution  with  the  various  amounts 
in  blank,  to  be  filled  by  the  convention,  in  or- 
der that  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  may  be 
enabled  to  make  out  their  report  in  due  season : 

Thomas  J.  Saunders,  Secretary. 

Mr.  JOHNSTOlf.  I  move  that  the  first  blank 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  our  Chief 
Secretary,  be  filled  with  the  sum  of  six  dollars. 
I  believe  it  is  customary  to  allow  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  our  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives double  the  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
fix  the  compensation  of  the  principal  Secretary 
at  six  dollars,  it  was  agreed  to. 

E.  N.  Bates,  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  next  question  to 
be  upon  filling  the  blank  in  relation  to  the  com 
pensation  of  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  six 
dollars. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Is  it  usual  in 
legislative  bodies  to  give  the  Assistant  Clerk  or 
Secretary  the  same  compensation  that  is  given 
to  the  Chief  Clerk  or  principal  Secretary  ?  If 
it  is,  I  am  willing  to  do  so  here. 

Mr.  TRAER.  At  the  last  session  of  our 
legislature,  the  appropriation  for  the  journal 


was  divided  between  the  first  and  second  Secre- 
taries. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  filling  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  six  dollars,  upon  a  divi- 
sion, it  was  not  agreed  to;  ayes  7,  noes  11. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  moved  to  fiU  the  blank  with 
the  sum  of  five  dollare. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Francis  Thompson,  Door-keeper. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Door-keeper. 

Mr.  WARREN  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

J.  H.  Merritt,  First  Fireman. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
I  pensation  of  the  First  Fireman. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
I  with  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

John  Quaintance,  Second  Fireman. 


The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Second  Fireman. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

James  Hawkins,  First  Messenger. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  First  Messenger. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  moved  to  fiH  tt® 
blank  with  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

Mr.  WARREN  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  tho 
sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  upon  a  division,  it  was  agreed  to ; 
ayes  15,  noes  7. 

George  Clearman,  Second  Messenger. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Second  Messenger. 
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Mr.  MARVIN   moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The   question   being   taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Willis  Cokard,  Third  Mestenger. 

The  next  blank  was  in  relation  to  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Third  Messenger. 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
Bum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  read  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  convention  shall  be  as  follows  : 

Thomas  J.  Saunders,  Secretary,  six  dollars 
per  diem. 

E.  N.  Bates,  Assistant  Secretary,  five  dollars 
per  diem. 

S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  three 
dollars  per  diem. 

Francis  Thompson,  Door-keeper,  three  dollars 
per  diem. 

J.  H.  Merritt,  First  Fireman,  three  dollars  per 
diem. 

John  Quaintance,  Second  Fireman,  three  dol- 
lars per  diem. 

James  Hawkins,  First  Messenger,  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  diem. 

George  Clearman,  Second  Messenger,  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  diem. 

Willis  Conard,  Third  Messenger,  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  diem. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  it  was  adopted. 

Compensation  of  President  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  Hon.  Francis  Springer  shall 
receive  the  sum  of  tbree  dollars  per  day  for  his 
Bervices  as  President  of  this  Convention,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  pay  and  mileage  as  member  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Is  it  not  usual  to 
double  the  mileage  as  well  as  the  per  diem  of 
the  presiding  oflicers  of  bodies  like  this? 

.^Ir.  JOHNSTON.     I  think  not. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  ho  did  not  de- 
sire it. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  will  state  that  this  reso- 
lution is  drawn  up  in  the  usual  form. 

^  The  question  being  taken  upon   the  resolu- 
tion, it  WHS  agreed  to. 


Compensation  of  the  Chaplain. 

_  Mr.  SOLOMON.  While  we  are  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  fixing  the  compensation  of  those  who 
are  serving  us,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
providing  for  paying  our  Chaplain. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  prepared 
a  resolution  for  that  purpose,  which  I  will  sub- 
mit ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chaplain  be  paid  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  for  his  services. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
"hundred,"  the  words,  "and  twenty-five,"  so 
as  to  give  the  Chaplain  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  so  as  to  allow  our  Chaplain  the  sum 
of  three  dollars  per  day,  the  same  as  is  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  our  other  ofBcers. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  would  prefer  to  decide  upon 
some  aggregate  sum.  The  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  will  amount,  within  a 
few  dollars,  to  the  same  as  three  dollars  per 
day. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  think  we  should  fix  upon 
some  aggregate  sum.  I  believe  the  sum  voted 
by  the  legislature  for  their  Chaplain  was  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall.]  I  fixed  the  sum  at  one 
hundred  dollars  at  the  suggestion  of  several 
members.  I  believe  in  paying  preachers  pretty 
well,  for  they  are  generally  poor  men.  I  will 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  Chaplain  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five dollars  for  his  services. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Todhunter,  to  give  the  Chaplain 
three  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  prefer  this  amendment  to 
the  resolution  as  it  now  stands,  for  the  reasos 
that  it  will  meet  a  contingency  tliat  may  arise. 
Wo  have  resolved  to  adjourn  on  the  fourth  of 
March.  Now,  it  is  barely  possible  that  we  may 
be  in  session  much  longer  ;  and  as  it  is  admit- 
ted that  three  dollars  a  day  will  come  to  about 
the  same  amount  as  that  fixed  by  the  resolu- 
tion, I  think  we  should  adopt  the  amendment, 
so  that,  if  we  continue  hero  in  session  beyond 
tlie  fourth  of  March,  the  Chaplain  will  be  paid 
accordingly. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  My  conviction,  at  the 
present  time,  is,  that  we  will  not  get  through  iu 
less  than  ten  days.  If  so,  we  will  have  been  in 
sesHJon  something  like  fifty  days,  which,  at  three 
dollars  a  day,  would  give  the  chaplain  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars.  It  seems  to  me  that  ho 
is  one  of  the  most  important  ofiicers  of  this  Con- 
vention ;  and  to  put  his  compensation  at  ono 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,   and  thus  re- 
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dace  it  below  the  aggregate  compensation  of  any 
of  our  other  officers,  I  think  would  be  doing  him 
injustice.  We  should  pay  him  as  liberally  as 
any  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Convention,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  our  chief  secretary.  We  should, 
it  seems  to  me,  have  at  least  that  regard  for  his 
office. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Warren,  ]Mr.  Todhunter,]  will 
withdraw  his  amendment.  I  am  satisfied  that 
our  chaplain  would  be  well  content  with  the 
amount  proposed  by  the  resolution.  It  has  been 
customary  to  pay  the  chaplain  an  aggregate 
Bum.  And,  as  it  will  amount  to  about  the  same 
thing  either  way,  for  the  purpose  of  obviating 
anything  like  contention  upon  such  a  subject  as 
this,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  presume  the  chaplain 
would  be  satisfied  with  one  hundred  dollars,  or 
with  seventy-five  dollars,  or  with  any  other  sum 
that  we  might  designate.  But  would  it  be  prop- 
er to  designate  a  sum  less  than  three  dollars  a 
day?  This  chaplain  has  been  in  attendance 
here  as  regularly  as  our  sergeant-at-arms,  door- 
keeper or  fireman,  and  they  are  allowed  three 
dollars  a  day.  And  shall  we  curtail  his  com- 
pensation to  a  less  amount  than  we  give  our 
fireman  ?  I  would  rather  raise  his  compensation 
above  that  amount  than  place  it  below  it. 

It  has  been  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  that  preachers  are  gen- 
erally poor  men.  Our  chaplain  has  been  in  at- 
tendance here  regularly  during  our  session,  and 
I  think  he  should  have  at  least  three  dollars  a 
day,  whether  it  amounts  to  more  or  less.  If  it 
amounts  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars,  let  him  have  it.  If,  as  gentlemen 
say,  it  will  amount  to  about  that  sum,  then  I  can 
eee  no  harm  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  only  objection  I  have  to 
saying  that  we  will  give  our  chaplain  three  dol- 
lars a  day,  is,  that  I  do  not  like  to  put  upon  our 
records  that  we  hired  our  minister  by  the  day. 
I  would  vote  to  pay  him  an  aggregate  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  cheerfully.  I  have 
known  him  and  his  family  for  some  time,  and  I 
know  them  to  be  worthy  and  estimable  people. 
I  would  vote  to  give  him  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  as  cheerfully  as  I  would  vote  for  anything 
in  the  course  of  this  session. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  and  withdraw  the  proposition 
I  submitted  a  few  moments  since. 

The  question  was  upon  increasing  the  com- 
pensation of  the  chaplain  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  ;  and,  being  taken,  it  was  agreed 
to.  " 


ed 


The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopt- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF, 

The  Convention  then   took   a   recess  until  2 
o'clock  p.  m. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  2  p.  m.,  and  wa« 
called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Distribution  of  the  Debates. 

Mr.  WILSON  oflfered  the  following  resolu- 
tions. 

"Eesolved,  That  W.  Blair  Lord  be  employed 
tosuperintend  the  publication  of  the  debates  of 
this  Convention,   and  prepare  an   index  to  the 
same,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
dollars  for  his  services. 

"Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  de- 
bates, when  the  same  shall  have  been  published, 
for  distribution." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
first  resolution  with  the  words  "one  hundred 
and  twenty,"  as  the  amount  to  be  allowed  Mr. 
Lord  for  superintending  the  publication  and  in- 
dexing of  these  debates.  I  would  say  that  that 
amount  of  compensation  is  lower,  I  believe, 
than  any  I  have  ever  before  known  for  the  same 
time  and  amount  of  work ;  but  I  think  it  will 
prove  satisfactory.  I  hope  the  Convention  will 
agree  to  that  amendment,  and  then  to  the  reso- 
lution. I  think  our  reporter  is  the  most  suita- 
ble person  wecould  find  to  superintend  the  pub- 
lication of  these  debates. 

The_  question  being  taken  upon  filling  the 
blank  in  the  first  resolution  with  the  words  "one 
hundred  and  twenty,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  next  question  to 
be  upon  filling  the  blank  in  the  second  resolu- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  number  of  copies  of  these 
debates  to  be  furnished  to  each  member  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  word  "fifteen." 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  moved  to  fill  it  with  the 
word  "five." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  fill  it 
with  the  word  "twenty."  And,  while  I  am  up, 
I  will  say  that  I  understand  that  the  General 
Assembly  took  upon  themselves  the  responsibili- 
ty of  voting  to  each  member  a  copy  of  these  de- 
bates. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senate  voted  five  copies 
to  each  of  its  members,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives one  copy  to  each  of  its  members. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  By  what  author- 
ity they  did  that  I  am  unadvised.  I  apprehend 
that  the  circulation  of  these  reports  will  devolve 
upon  us  ;  and  as  they  are  intended  for  circula- 
tion, I  want  a  sufficient  number  to  benefit  my 
constituents.  After  we  have  taken  enough  for 
that  purpose,  we  should  send  some  to  other 
States,  in  return  for  books  that  we  have  receiv- 
ed from  them.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  a  higher 
number  than  twenty  to  each  member,  and  I  will 
therefore  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  words 
"twenty-five." 
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The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  fill  the  blank  in  the  second  resolution 
with  the  word  '-twenty-five,"'  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  this  resolution  may  need  another 
amendment.  As  I  understand  it,  it  would  ap- 
propriate a  certain  number  of  copies  of  these 
debates  to  members  of  the  Convention.  I  move 
to  amend  it  so  that  our  reporters  and  secreta- 
ries may  have  one  or  more  copies.  It  is  usual 
I  think,  to  give  them  some  evidence  of  their 
work,  as  well  as  to  give  members  evidence  of 
theirs.  1  therefore  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

"And  that  the  reporters,  secretaries,  and  ser- 
geamt-at-arms  be  furnished  with  five  copies 
each." 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  moved  that  three  copies  be 
furnished  to  the  Chaplain. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  as  amended  were  adopted. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  While  we  are 
upon  this  subject,  we  may  as  well  provide  for 
the  distribution  of  the  rest  of  the  debates, 
that  will  be  left  after  the  members  of  the  con- 
vention have  been  supplied.  If  it  be  the  sense 
of  this  convention,  I  will  offer  a  resolution  that 
the  remainder  of  the  debates  be  deposited  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  bo  distributed  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Allow  me  to  state  that  if 
each  member  of  the  legislature  is  allowed  five 
copies  of  these  debates,  and  each  member  of 
the  convention  is  allowed  twenty-five  copies — 
without  taking  into  account  those  appropriated 
to  the  officers  of  this  convention — that  will  re- 
quire fourteen  hundred  and  forty  of  the  fifteen 
hundred  copies  we  have  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

^^Resohed,  That  the  remainder  of  the  debates 
be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  for 
circulation  as  provided  by  law." 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  do  not  think  there  will  bo 
much  of  a  remainder.  Provision  is  already 
made  by  the  general  assembly  and  by  the  con- 
vention, for  the  distribution  of  fourteen  hund- 
red and  seventy-three  copies.  I  think  we 
ought  to  reduce  the  numbar  a  little  which  has 
been  provided  to  be  furnished  to  members  of  the 
convention,  in  order  that  we  may  retain  at  least 
Bullicient  to  enable  us  to  exchange  with  other 
Btates.  We  ought  to  send  one  copy  to  each 
state  in  the  Union.  There  ought  to  bo  at  least 
one  copy  deposited  in  «ach  county  in  this  state; 
though  the  members  of  the  convention  might 
perhaps  attend  to  that.  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vnto  by  which  twenty-five  copies  were  ap- 
p  ropriated  to  each  member  of  the  convention, 
iu  order  that  that  number  may  bo  reduced. 


The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolu- 
tions in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  the  de- 
bates were  adopted. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  hope  that  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail.  When  I  made  the  motion 
to  appropriate  twenty-five  copies  to  each  mem- 
ber of  this  convention,  my  idea  was,  in  the  first 
place,  to  supersede  the  action  of  the  general 
assembly,  by  which  they  appropriated  to  them- 
selves property  which  did  not  then  belong  to 
the  state — which  in  fact  was  not  then  in  exist- 


ence. 

And  I  designed,  secondly,  by  voting  twenty- 
five  copies  to  each  of  the  members  of  this  con- 
vention, to  place  us  in  a  condition  that  we 
might  ourselves  supply  the  members  of  the 
general  assembly,  if  we  should  see  proper  to  do 
so.  And  I  suppose  that  out  of  those  twenty- 
five  copies  each  member  would  feel  it  his  duty 
to  present  one  copy  to  the  county  Judge,  and 
those  public  officers  in  the  county  who  would 
be  benefitted  by  such  a  work.  After  taking 
this  number  from  the  amount  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished, there  would  still  be  enough  left  for  circu- 
lation among  the  libraries  of  this  state,  and 
the  public  state  libraries  of  the  Union. 

We  have  taken  those  twenty-five  copies  to 
circulate  among  the  people,  not  to  keep  for  our- 
selves. I  apprehend  that  every  gentleman  here 
will  put  down  first  upon  his  list,  the  officers  of 
the  county  who  can  use  the  work,  and  to  whom 
it  would  be  valuable.  Now  if  we  go  on  and 
deal  out  these  reports  county  by  county,  it 
seems  to  me  we  would  be  doing  by  detail  what 
the  members  can  do  now.  After  distributing 
tLe  number  provided  for  by  the  resolution  we 
have  adopted,  there  will  be  some  four  hundred 
and  fifty  or  five  hundred  copies  to  be  deposited 
with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

This  work  is  more  in  the  character  of  a  legal 
work,  to  be  used  for  the  construing  of  the 
constitution,  than  for  information  to  mere  min- 
isterial officers.  I  think  nothing  will  be  gained 
by  reducing  the  number  to  members  of  the  con- 
vention. I  suppose  that  every  member  will  re- 
member his  county  officers,  and  we  can  provide 
that  each  county,  wherein  there  is  a  library, 
shall  have  one  copy.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  have  made  no  calcula- 
tions in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  cannot  tell 
whether  or  nnt  I  am  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  But  I  would  throw  out  one  suir- 
gestion  hero.  This  journal  of  our  debat  -) 
ought  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  public,  unqiu  - 
tionably;  that  should  be  the  first  consideration 
with  us.  Now  the  proposed  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  moved  to  give  twenty-five  copies  to 
each  member  of  this  convention,  is  that  they 
may  bo  distributed  among  the  counties  of  those 
members.  Now  perhaps  it  has  not  sti-uck  the 
gentleman  who  takes  that  view  of  the  matter, 
that  such  a  plan  will  work  unequally  upon  the 
members.  For  instance,  to  give  one  to  each 
county  of  my  district  would   require  eight   of 
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my  twenty-five  copies;  while  Capt.  Price,  of 
Pottawattamie,  would  be  compelled  to  use  up 
twenty-one  copies  for  that  purpose;  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines  would  have  to  use  but 
one,  so  that  it  will  operate  altogether  unequally. 
Now  I  would  suggest  that  the  better  plan 
would  be  to  provide  that  one  copy  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  be  sent  by  him  in  the  ordinary  way  to  each 
county  judge,  or  the  proper  officer  in  each 
county,  to  be  kept  there  for  the  use  of  the 
public;  and  to  be  sent  immediately,  for  we 
shall  need  these  debates  in  each  county  before 
the  people  come  to  vote  on  the  Constitution,  at 
the  time  the  discussion  is  going  on  in  regard 
to  its  adoption.  Such  a  plan  would  be  fair 
and  equitable,  and  not  work  unjustly  upon 
any  of  the  members  of  this  Convention. 

I  think  that,  in  addition  to  that,  some  fifty 
or  one  hundred  copies  should  be  placed  in  the 
State  Library,  to  be  kept  by  the  State  as  the 
property  of  the  State;  perhaps  twenty-five  cop- 
ies would  be  enough.  And,  in  addition  to  that, 
I  think  we  ought  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  be  sent  free  of  charge, 
Bome  fifty  copies  to  be  distributed  among  the 
State  libraries  of  this  Union.  After  doing  that 
we  can  then  count  up  and  see  how  many  we  will 
have,  and  distribute  them  among  ourselves  and 
our  officers,  as  we  may  see  proper. 

I  merely  make  these  suggestions  as  having 
some  bearing  upon  the  proper  application  of  the 
property  for  which  the  people  of  this  State  will 
have  to  pay. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  have  made  a  calculation  as 
to  how  I  shall  distribute  my  twenty-five  copies. 
I  design  to  give  one  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives ;  two  to  each  editor  of  a  paper 
in  my  county;  one,  each,  to  the  county  judge, 
treasurer,  county  commissioner  and  prosecuting 
attorney,  and  one  to  each  town  clerk  in  my 
county,  of  which  there  are  fourteen.  In  that 
way  I  shall  dispose  of  twenty-two  of  the  twen- 
ty-five copies  appropriated  to  me. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  that  the  better  plan 
would  be  to  provide  for  sending  one  copy  of 
these  debates  to  the  county  judge  of  each  county. 
After  that  is  done  I  think  the  number  twenty- 
five  is  not  too  large  for  each  member.  I  am  sat- 
isfied the  members  of  this  Convention  would 
distribute  these  debates  with  more  discretion 
than  they  would  be  distributed  if  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  were  forwarded  to  each  county  for 
distribution.  Each  member  of  this  Convention 
will  place  a  copy  of  these  debates  in  the  hands 
of,  say  twenty-four  men,  who  are  thinking, 
reading  men,  iand  who  would  make  a  good  use 
of  them.  Through  those  men  this  information 
will  get  to  other  persons,  men  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  talking  and  giving  information  to  those 
around  them. 

,  I  think  the  number  proposed  for  each  mem- 
ber is  not  too  large,  and  after  twenty-five  copies 
to  each  member  is  thus  furnished,  there  will  be 


posed  of.     That  certainly  will  meet  the  require- 
ments that  gentlemen  have  suggested  here. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  If  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  to  each  of  its 
members  is  left  out  of  the  question,  I  would  vote 
against  the  reconsideration.  But  if  it  is  expect- 
ed that  they  shall  receive  the  five  copies  they 
voted  to  themselves,  I  shall  vote  for  the  recon- 
sideration. I  am  desirous  that  each  county  in 
the  State  shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  these 
debates  by  the  convention,  instead  of  by  the 
members,  and  for  this  reason  :  There  are  some 
members  who  represent  only  one-half  a  county, 
while  other  members  represent  eleven  organized 
counties.  I  represent  eleven  counties  here,  and 
would  be  obliged  to  furnished  eleven  copies  of 
my  quota;  while  the  members  from  Lee  and 
Des  Moines  counties  would  have  forty-nine 
copies  for  distribution  in  each  of  those  counties, 
after  supplying  the  county  with  a  copy. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  gen- 
tlemen forget  one  thing  in  this  matter.  When 
they  talk  about  some  members  here  represent- 
ing one  half  a  county,  while  others  represent 
eleven  counties,  I  would  enquire  if  there  are 
not  more  inhabitants  in  Lee  county  than  in  all 
the  eleven  represented  by  the  other  member. 
Are  there  not  more  in  Des  Moines  county  than 
in  the  eleven  represented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hardin,  [Mr.  Winchester]  ?  If  there  is  not, 
there  is  but  little  difi"erence,  only  about  two 
thousand.  Now  it  is  necessary  either  Lee 
or  Des  Moines  county  should  have  the  same,  or 
nearly  the  same,  number  of  copies  of  these  de- 
bates distributed  among  its  population,  as  are 
distributed  in  the  entire  district  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Hardin,  as  Lee  county  has  very  near- 
ly the  same  population.  There  is,  therefore, 
nothing  unequal  or  unjust  in  this  arrangement. 
Mr.  WINCHESTER.  The  gentleman  is  very 
much  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  population  of 
my  district. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Warren  [Mr.  Todhunter,]  forgets  one  thing, 
when  he  speaks  of  Lee  county  having  but  two 
thousand  less  inhabitants  than  the  entire  dis- 
trict of  the  gentleman  from  Hardin,  [Mr.  Win- 
chester.] Lee  county,  with  less  inhabitants 
than  his  district,  has  an  equivalent  of  two  and  a 
half  members  here,  and  will  get  some  sixty 
copies  of  these  delaates,  while  the  gentleman 
from  Hardin  will  get  but  twenty-five  copies. 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  makes  quite  a  differ- 
ence. 

It  is  not  the  number  of  inhabitants,  but  the 
number  of  deleggates  that  makes  the  difference. 
My  friend  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,]  arid  my- 
self, represent  over  thirty-one  thousand  inhab- 
itants, and  yet  we  will  get  but  fifty  copies.  Lee 
county,  with  less  than  that  amount  of  popula- 
tion, will  get  some  sixty  copies.  This  distribu- 
tion, therefore,  as  regards  population,  is  not 
equal.  I  think,  however,  that  tweniy-five 
copies  to  each  member  are  sufficient.  1  have 
made  no  calculation,  as  has  the  gentleman  from 


some  six  hundred  copies  left  to  be  otherwise  dis-  'Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,]  what  I  shall  do  with  my 
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share.     I  have  some  friends  out  of  office,  as  well 
as  those  ia  office,  who  would  like  to  have  copies. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  1  think  one  thing  this  con- 
vention should  do  in  distributing  these  books  for 
the  information  of  the  people  of  this  State,  is  to 
send  one  copy  to  each  county  in  the  State. 
This  should  be  done  by  a  vote  of  the  conven- 
tion,"and  not  left  to  individual  members.  If  the 
convention  undertake  to  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  the  members  shall  distribute  their 
copies  of  these  debates,  I  think  it  would  be 
equally  proper  to  prescribe  some  disposition  of 
the  copies  of  the  Code,  and  the  Reports  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  As  to  that  latter  matter,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  convention  will  find 
some  difficultj-,  as  many  of  the  members  have 
already  disposed  of  their  copies. 

Now  I  think  the  better  way  would  be  to  let 
each  member  distribute  his  copies  of  the  debates 
to  suit  himself.  I  am  satisfied  there  is  not  a 
member  upon  this  floor,  who,  when  he  goes 
home  with  twenty-five  copies  of  these  debates, 
will  not  distribute  them  among  men  in  his 
neighborhood  who  will  read  them,  talk  about 
them,  and  impart  the  information  they  obtain 
from  them  to  others.  It  would  certainly  be  a 
hardship,  be  entirely  unjust,  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Potawattamie,  [Mr.  Price,]  who 
represents  twenty  odd  counties,  the  gentleman 
from  Hardin,  [Mr.  Winchester,]  who  represents 
eleven  counties,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mills, 
[Mr.  Solomon,]  who  represents  seven  or  eight 
counties,  shall  furnish  each  county  they  repre- 
sent with  a  copy  of  this  work.  Let  the  State 
furnish  the  counties,  and  let  the  members  fur- 
nish individuals. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  The  question  of  spoils  here  seems 
to  be  agitated  with  much  animation.  I  know  it 
is  a  very  important  subject,  and  one  in  which 
all  the  members  of  this  body  feel  a  deep  interest. 
I  therefore  move  to  lay  this  subject  upon  the 
table  for  the  present,  for  further  consideration. 
I  am  not  able  to  decide  upon  this  matter  at 
present,  and  shall  not  be  until  we  can  have  a 
caucus  upon  the  subject.  [Laughter.] 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Saspcr,  [Mr.  Skiff]  that  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  will  not  bo  in  order 
until  the  motion  to  reconsider  has  been   carried. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     I  m  not  particular  about   it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  satisfied  myself  that  giving 
twenty-five  copies  to  each  member  of  this  con- 
vention is  not  the  proper  way  to  dispose  of 
those  books.  The  objection  to  that  plan  is  well 
founded,  from  the  fact  that  Leo  county,  with  a 
Bmall  territory,  would  get  some  fifty  copes, 
while  fifteen  or  twenty  counties  out  west  can 
get  but  twenty-five  copies.  I  think  we  should 
80  endeavor  to  distribute  these  debates  as  to 
have  a  reasonable  number  of  copies  in  each 
county  ;  for  although  some  of  those  counties 
are  sparely  settled  ;it  present,,  they  will  bo 
more  densely  populated  bye  and  bye.  Wo  ought 
also  to  send  two  copies  to  each  state  and  terri- 
tory library,  one  each  to  the  congressional  libra- 


ry and  the  library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
and  a  copy  to  each  state  historical  society  ;  for 
those  institutions  of  such  vast  general  interest 
that  they  should  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  this 
work.  I  think  that  at  least  five  copies  should 
be  sent  to  each  county.  Many  of  them  already 
have  libraries  and  institutions  of  learning, 
which  will  desire  this  work  and  will  be  able  to 
obtain  them  from  the  counties  if  we  send  them 
there.  I  have  no  doubt  that  members  wsll  dis- 
tribute them  properly,  if  they  are  furnished  to 
them.  But  these  resolutions  do  not  propose  an 
equitable  mode  of  distributing  them  to  members. 
I  therefore  hope  the  vote  by  which  this  was 
adopted  will  be  reconsidered,  that  we  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  make  some  other  disposition 
of  the  matter. 

Mr.  GIB  ON.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
disposing  of  these  debates  a  little  too  fast,  ac- 
ording  to  an  estimate  which  I  have  made,  I 
find  that  to  give  twenty-five  copies  to  each  mem 
ber  of  the  convention  will  require  nine  hundred 
copies.  Give  each  member  of  the  legislature 
five  copies,  which  is  the  number  they  hare  ap- 
propriated to  themselves,  and  that  will  take  five 
hundred  and  forty  copies  more, — making  alto- 
gether one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
two  copies.  Then  the  secretaries,  reporters  and 
sergeant-at-arms  five  copies  each  will  require 
thirty  copies,  and  three  copies  to  the  chaplain. 
As  I  understand  only  fiifeen  hundred  copies 
have  been  ordered  to  be  printed;  according  to 
the  above  estimate  only  some  twenty-seven 
copies  will  be  left. 

Now  if  we  adopt  this  plan,  and  vote  this 
number  of  copies  to  ourselves  and  others,  tUo 
members  of  the  legislature  of  course  will  want 
their  copies — we  must  increase  the  number  to 
be  published.  We  should  consider  the  matter 
a  little  and  see  whether  it  would  be  better  to 
increase  the  number  of  copies  to  be  .published, 
or  curtail  the  number  of  copies  to  be  furnished 
to  each  member.  If  wo  are  not  careful  we  will 
run  short  of  copies  to  accomplish  the  purposes 
for  which  the  work  was  designed.  There  will 
not  be  enough  copies  left  to  furnish  one  to  each 
county  of  the  state  and  each  state  library. 

Mr.  SOLOMON,  It  is  evident  to  my  mind 
that  a  little  calculation  should  be  made  in  re- 
gard to  the  distribution  of  these  books.  And 
I  think  it  Avould  bo  better  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  and  recommend  the  proper  mode 
of  distributing  these  volumes.  The  committeo 
would  bo  well  able  to  do  this  now,  after  the  sug- 
gestions that  have  been  made  here  by  diflJ'erent 
members,  thougli  no  one  seems  to  have  prepar- 
ed anything  of  the  kind  now. 

I  would  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Warren,  [Mr.  Todiiuntor]  that  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  a  fair  distribution  of  of  these  books, 
to  distribute  them  according  to  the  present  pop- 
ulation of  the  several  counties  in  this  state.  I 
think  every  county  ought  to  have  at  least  one 
or  two,  if  not  more  .  If  there  are  a  great  many 
inhabitants  in  Lee  county,  this  work  should  bo 
•  placed  within  the  reach  of  all  by   being   deposi- 
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ted  at  the  county  seat.  If  they  are  distributed 
among  and  according  to  the  present  population 
of  the  State,  there  will  be,  in  a  few  years,  in 
these  new  counties,  when  they  come  to  be  set- 
tled, a  large  population  which  was  not  talien 
into  the  calculation  at  all. 

The  very  time  when  a  proposition  is  submit- 
ted to  amend  this  constitution,  which  may  be 
years  hence,  will  be  the  time  when  these  books 
will  be  most  valuable  to  the  people,  and  I  think 
that  it  is  highly  important  that  every  county, 
whether  organized  or  not,  every  portion  of  the 
state  destined  to  be  a  county,  should  have  its 
proportion  of  these  works.  And  if  it  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  make  that  provision,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  this  reconsideration.  I  do  not 
exactly  like  the  idea  of  each  of  us  taking  twenty- 
five  copies  of  this  work.  The  people  will  look 
upon  it  as  an  appropriation  for  our  own  uses, 
and  indeed  as  it  is,  we  are  not,  and  cannot  be, 
compelled  by  any  ruling  of  this  body,  or  any 
other  to  distribute  these  books  among  the  people 
if  we  take  them.  I  know  it  will  be  with  the 
understanding  that  we  will  distribute  them  over 
the  state  at  large ;  but  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
understanding,  there  is  no  compulsion  about  it. 
Now  I  want  to  relieve  myself  from  this  by  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  these  books  at 
once  by  this  convention. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  am  in  favor 
of  making  some  provision  here  so  as  to  have 
one  copy  of  these  debates  deposited  with  some 
proper  person  in  each  county  for  the  use  of  the 
people  of  that  county.  Bat  I  am  opposed  to 
this  of  giving  each  member  of  this  convention 
an  equal  number  of  copies  for  distribution,  for 
I  believe  that  would  be  unfair  and  unjust. 

I  find  that  Lee  and  Van  Buren  counties  are 
represented  here  by  four  members,  Messrs. 
Ayres,  Day,  .Johnston  and  Patterson  and  they 
have  a  population  of  forty-three  thousand  and 
ninetyfour.  If  we  appropriate  twenty-five  copies 
to  each  member,  those  counties  would  have 
one  hundred  copies,  or  one  copy  to  every  four 
hundred  and  thirty  persons.  Now  I  represent  a 
population  of  twenty-three  thousand  and  fifty- 
two  and  would  have  but  twenty-five  copies, 
or  about  one  copy  to  every  thousand  persons. 
The  constituents  of  these  gentlemen,  would 
get,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  more  than 
double  the  copies  of  these  debates  that  my 
constituents  would  get. 

Now  I  have  some  eleven  counties  in  my  dis- 
trict, and  I  suppose  they  will  expect  to  have  the 
game  number  of  these  reports,  in  proportion  to 
their  population,  that  other  counties  in  other 
districts  of  the  State  would  have.  I  am  in  favor, 
however,  when  we  come  to  decide  upon  the 
number  of  copies  each  delegate  shall  have,  of 
allowing  them  to  distribute  them  among  their 
constitutents  as  they  please,  as  I  believe  they 
would  be  better  qualified  to  do  it  than  any  other 
persons  can  be.  We  will  thus  be  more  sure  to 
accomplish  the  object  we  had  in  view  in  print- 
ing these  debates,  and  to  do  so  within  a  shorter 
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period  of  time,  than  we  would  to  allow  them  to 
be  distributed  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  only  question 
before  us,  I  suppose,  is  in  regard  to  the  recon- 
sideration. Now  the  great  difiiculty  which  we 
find  here,  results  from  the  cutting  down  the 
number  of  copies  of  these  debates,  that  we  have 
ordered  to  be  printed,  from  three  thousand  to 
one  thousand  five  hundred.  We  now  find  our- 
selves in  the  very  same  difiiculty  that  many  of 
us  anticipated  when  the  number  was  reduced. 
We  have  adopted  a  resolution,  appropriating 
twenty-five  copies  to  each  of  the  members  of 
this  convention.  Now  we  must  repudiate  tha 
action  of  the  general  assembly  in  appropriating 
copies  to  each  of  its  members,  or  we  must  re- 
consider our  aciion  here,  for  we  caanot  have 
twenty-five  copies  apiece,  and  still  let  the  mem- 
bers of  our  legislature  have  the  number  of  copies 
they  have  voted  themselves. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  am  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  that  we  have  been  laboring  under 
a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  upon  this  matter.  The  Sen- 
ate voted  themselves  five  copies  apiece,  but  the 
House  of  Representatives  did  not  provide  that 
number  for  its  members. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  supposed  that 
these  books  of  debates,  after  they  are  published, 
would  be  deposited  here  with  the  State  under 
therontrol  of  a  proper  officer  of  the  State,  to  be 
distributed  in  some  equitable  manner.  Now  I 
do  not  think  we  can  distribute  them  equit  ably 
here,_  either  by  distributing  them  according  to 
districts  or  according  to  counties.  I  think  we 
should  content  ourselves  with  taking  five  copies 
each,  as  our  Senators  did,  and  let  the  matter  so 
at  that.  ^ 

Jlr.  MARVIN.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  allow  the  State  to  distribute  among  the 
counties  from  two  to  five  copies  each  of  this 
work.  And  I  would  say  to  members  that  I  in- 
tend to  move  at  the  proper  time  to  increase  our 
supply  of  this  work.  I  understand  that  we  can 
increase  it  to  two  thousand  copies  without  much 
additional  expense,  as  the  printers  have  struck 
off  enough  additional  copies  to  amount  to  that 
number,  and  we  can  have  them  as  well  as  any- 
body else,  and  they  will  be  put  to  a  better  use 
if  we  take  them  than  they  would  likely  to  be 
otherwise. 

I  think  that  members  from  our  new  counties, 
as  they  are  mostly  young  men  with  considerable 
ambition,  and  h'lve  made  considerable  many 
speeches,  and  will  desire  political  promotion 
hereafter,  should  be  allowed  to  take  these  books 
for  distribution  among  their  constituents.  I 
would  not  deprive  them  of  that  opportunity,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  they  could  be  put  to  any 
better  use,  than  they  will  be  if  placed  in  their 
hands.  It  is  but  human  nature  that  they  should 
desire  to  do  so.  They  are  not  different  in  that 
from  other  people.  And  if  we  place  these  books 
in  their  hands  they  will  distribute  them  better 
than  some  dull  county  judge,  who  will  have  his 
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friends,  and  the  first  Tvho  ask  will  get  tliem,  a-  d 
that  will  be  the  end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  advised  by 
one  of  the  clerks  of  the  late  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, that  during  the  last  night  of  the  session 
the  House  did  appropriate  a  certain  number  of 
copies  of  this  work  to  each  of  its  members. 

Mr.  PALMER.     But  one  copy  each. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolutions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  distribution  of  the  debates  of  the 
convention  were  adopted. 

The  question  being  taken  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  as  amended. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  movod  that  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three,  who 
should  recommend  the  manner  in  which  these 
reports  should  be  distributed. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALMER  moved  to  further  instruct  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  hav- 
ing printed  a  greater  number  than  one  thousand 
five  hundred  of  these  reports  printed. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Committee  of  the   Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL, 

The  convention  resumed  the  consideration,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Parvin  in  the 
chair,)  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  school  lands. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be  up- 
on striking  out  the  following  from  the  report  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee: 

Section  1.  The  Educational  interests  of  the 
State,  to  include  Common  Schools  and  other 
Educational  Institutions,  shall  be  under  the 
management  and  control  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  shall  consist  of  sixteen  members. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  wiio  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  two  years 
a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  district 
the  State  into  sixteen  Educational  Districts,  and 
one  member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall  be 
chosen  V)y  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  hold  their  ollices  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  after  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by  lot 
into  two  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of  the  first 
class  shall  bo  vacated  after  the  expiration  of 
two  years,  and  one-half  of  the  Board  shall  be 
chosen  e^ery  two  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
Tication  shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
after  which  said  Board  may  fix  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting. 


Sec.  5.  The  session  of  said  Board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  one  year,  except  upon  extraordinary 
occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  may  or- 
der a  special  session. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  organ- 
ize by  appointing  from  their  boly  a  presiding 
ofScer,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  and 
other  inferior  officers  usual  in  Legislative  As- 
semblies. They  shall  keep  and  publish  a  jour- 
nal of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  disti-ib- 
uted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
said  Board,  shall  be  published  and  distributed 
to  the  several  Counties,  Townships,  and  such 
School  Districts  as  maj-  be  provided  for  by  said 
Board,  and  when  so  passed,  published  and  dis- 
tributed, they  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of 
law. 

Sec.  8.  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  Common  Schools 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  insti- 
tuted to  receive  aid  from  the  School  or  Univer- 
sity funds  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  Said  Board  luay  appoint  a  Cliancel- 
lor,  who  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  ques- 
tions that  may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules,  and 
regulations  of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions 
and  judgments  of  said  Chancellor,  an  appeal  may 
be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  pro- 
vide a  system  of  Common  Schools,  by  which  a 
School  shall  be  organized  and  kept  ia  each  dis- 
trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Dis- 
tricts failing  to  organize  and  keep  up  a  School, 
may  bo  deprived  of  their  portion  of  the  School 
Fund. 

Sec.  11.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  es- 
tablish one  University,  which  shall  be  located  at 
some  central  point  in  the  State,  Provided,  that 
until  such  time  as  such  location  may  be  made, 
and  suitable  buildings  erected,  said  University 
shall  continue  as  at  present  located. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons,  who 
shall  be  the  trustees  of  the  University,  and  shall 
have  the  general  charge  and  control  of  educa- 
tion in  the  Slate.  They  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Board,  who  shall  bo 
their  executive  agent,  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  Iho  Board  of 
Education  or  the  laws  of  the  State." 

Mr.  SOLOMON  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  which  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  eleven  sections  of  the  majority  re- 
port. 

Mr  JOHNSTON.  I  submitted  the  motion  to 
strike  out  these  sections  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
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of  the  first  section  of  the  minority  report.  I 
stated  .at  the  time,  that  I  submitted  this  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee in  regard  to  these  two  reports. 

I  desire  to  say,  before  I  am  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  this  question,  that  when  these  two 
reports — recommending  the  same  system,  the 
one  being  more  in  detail  than  the  other — were 
first  presented  to  the  Convention,  I  was  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  the  minority  report.  But  I  con- 
fess that  my  opinions  have  been  very  considera- 
bly shaken  by  the  discussion  of  this  morning. 
I  did  not  hear  the  discussion  of  yesterday  after- 
noon, but  the  speeches  made  this  morning  have 
led  me  to  believe  that  there  is  something  more 
in  the  report  of  the  majority  than  I  had  at  first 
supposed. 

The  committee  will  observe  that  the  principle 
contained  in  these  two  reports  is  the  same.  The 
object,  it  appears,  is,  to  get  rid  of  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  as  the  con- 
trolling agent  of  the  educational  interest  of  the 
school  fund  of  the  State.  So  far,  they  agree. 
The  difference  consists  chiefly  in  the  fact  that 
the  report  of  the  majority  goes  into  details,  ma- 
king the  members  of  the  board  elective  by  the 
people,  rendering  them  constitutional  officers, 
provides  for  their  meetings,  &c.  I,  myself,  am 
opposed  to  that  portion  of  the  section  I  have  of- 
fered as  a  substitute  for  these  eleven  sections, 
which  provides  for  the  appointment  of  this  board 
of  education.  I  am  in  ftivor  of  the  election  of 
the  board  by  the  people  by  districts. 

The  principal  objection  which  I  have  had  to 
the  report  of  the  majority,  has  been  in  regard 
to  the  details.  But  after  the  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  this  morning,  I  am  willing  to 
endeavor  to  have  this  changed  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  meet  my  views,  and  I  do  not  know  but  what 
that  may  be  done.  I  shall,  therefore,  when  the 
question  is  taken,  vote  against  the  motion  to 
strike  out.  I  make  this  statement,  being  the 
author  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston,]  that  he  can 
withdraw  his  motion  to  strike  out  if  he  has  be- 
come satisfied  that  it  is  not  necessary. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  My  object  in  submitting 
that  motion  was  to  have  a  test  vote  upon  these 
two  reports,  and  I  desire,  therefore,  to  have  my 
motion  put  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  would  ask  that  the  major- 
ity report  be  taken  up  and  considered,  section 
by  section,  separately. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  will  be  done  if  the 
motion  to  strike  out  is  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  have  called  for  a  division 
of  the  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert.  I  sup- 
pose I  can  call  for  a  further  division  upon  stri- 
king out  each  section  separately. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  can  accom- 
plish his  object  equally  well  the  other  way. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 


tion to  strike  out  the  first  eleven  sections  of  the 
majority  report,  it  was  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  the  report  would 
now  be  read  and  considered  by  sections. 

Number  of  Board  of  Education. 

The  first  section  was  then  read  as  follows: 
"  The  educational  interests  of  the  State  to  in- 
clude common  schools  and  other  educational  in- 
stitutions, shall  be  under  the  management  and 
control  of  a  board  of  education,  which  shall 
consist  of  sixteen  members.'' 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Upon  consultation  with  some  of 
the  members  of  the  committee,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  have  the 
same  number  of  educational  districts  as  of  judi- 
cial districts  in  the  State.  The  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  as  I  understand,  have  reported  in 
favor  of  having  but  eleven  judicial  districts.  I 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "sixteen," 
and  insert  the  word  "eleven;"  and  insert  after 
the  word  "members,"  the  words,  "to  be  increas- 
ed from  time  to  time,  as  the  number  of  judicial 
districts  are  increased." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  consider  that  amend- 
ment as  of  any  considerable  impor  ance  oneway 
or  the  other.  The  difficulty  is  this  :  the  manner 
in  which  we  will  be  obliged  to  lay  out  our  judi- 
cial districts  must  necessarily  lead  to  there  being 
a  vast  disparity  of  population  between  the  dif- 
ferent districts.  Take,  for  instance,  the  first  ju- 
dicial district.  That,  I  suppose,  will  be  the 
most  populous  district  in  the  State.  It  will  con- 
tain from  sixty  to  seventy-five  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. But  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  there 
will  not  be  half  that  number  of  inhabitants  in  a 
judicial  district.  Yet,  as  this  board  will  be 
clothed  with  power  over  but  a  single  subject,  I 
should  not  anticipate  any  serious  evil  would  flow 
from  such  an  arrangement.  But  I  would  prefer, 
for  the  sake  of  the  harmonious  working  of  the 
system,  to  apportion  these  districts  according  to 
the  inhabitants'of  the  State,  so  that  the  several 
districts  will  have  about  an  equal  number  of  in- 
habitants, and  be  represented  in  this  board  each 
by  one  member. 

That  is  the  only  objection  I  have  to  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  The  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber is  no  great  matter,  although  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  number  "sixteen"  is  too  large.  I  would 
go  fui-ther  than  this  report  goes,  If  I  had  my 
way  about  it.  I  would  make  each  memb^jr  of 
this  board  the  superintendent  of  the  schools  in 
his  district.  I  would  endeavor  to  make  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  system  more  permanent  and 
more  efficient. 

But  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  am  not 
going  to  stand  upon  any  matters  of  the  charac- 
ter of  this  amendment,  though  I  think  we  should 
have  their  representation  in  this  board  upon  an 
actual  population  basis. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  would  suggest  to  the  mover 
of  this  amendment,  that  it  would  serve  the  same 
purpose,  if  he  could  make  it  a  little  shorter.     I 
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would  suggest  to  him  that  he  make  it  read  as 
follows : 

"  The  educational  interests  of  the  State  to  in- 
clude common  schools,  and  other  educational 
iasLitutions  shall  be  under  the  management  and 
control  of  a  Board  of  Education,  which  shall 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  judicial  dis- 
trict." 

That  will  fix  the  division  at  once,  without  any 
further  trouble. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     I  will  withdraw  mj  amendment. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  move  then  as  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  word  "sixteen,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "consist  of  one 
member  for  each  judicial  district." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Xo  further  amendments  being  offered  to  the 
first  section — 


Elii/ibility. 

Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
eaid  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  two  years  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State." 

Mr.  SOLOMON,  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "twenty-five,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
"twent3--one." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  suggest  to  the  commit- 
tee if  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  a  person 
eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  board,  by  a  residence  of 
less  than  two  years  in  the  State.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  a  year's  residence  should  be  suthcient 
for  this  purpose.  I  would  move,  theretbre,  to 
Btrike  out  "two,''  and  insert  "one"  in  its  i)lace. 
New  districts  are  continually  being  formed  in 
this  State,  and  new  comers  are  settling  among 
us,  among  whom  there  may  be  persons  more 
competent  to  take  charge  of  educational  matters 
than  those  who  have  resided  here  a  longer  time. 
It  is  generally  understood  that,  by  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  school  teachers,  and  men  who  have  spent 
their  lives  in  the  cau.«e  of  education,  will  be 
called  to  fill  places  in  the  Board  of  Kducation  ; 
ami  it  may  bo  tlmt  men  of  his  class  will  come 
here  from  other  States,  whom  it  miglit  be  desi- 
rable to  elect  as  members  of  this  board,  but  who 
would  be  disqualified  for  the  office  on  account 
of  not  having  been  in  the  State  two  years.  1 
think,  therefore,  we  better  require,  that  a  person 
to  be  eligible  to  a  place  in  this  Board,  shall 
have  a  residence  here  of  one  year  instead  of  two 
years. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendments  being  offered  to  the 
second  .section — 


Manner  of  Election. 

Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  General  Assembly  shall  district  the 
State  into  sixteen  Educational  Districts,  and  one 
member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  dis- 
trict, and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  and  after  the  first  election  under 
this  Constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by 
lot  into  two  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  and  one-half  of  the  Board  shall  be 
chosen  every  two  years  thereafter." 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  This  section  is  unnecessary 
after  the  amendment  we  have  made  to  section 
one.     1  move,  therefore,  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  think  the  section  can  be  amend- 
ed by  slight  alterations,  so  as  to  remove  the  ob- 
jection, which  the  gentleman  from  Mills  [Mr. 
Solomon,]  may  have  to  it.  I  would  move  to 
strike  out  all  in  the  first  line  to  the  word  "one," 
and  between  the  words  "lot"  and  "into,"  insert, 
"as  near  as  practicable;"  so  that  the  section 
would  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  One  member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  dis- 
trict, and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  and  after  the  first  election  under  this 
Constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by  lot, 
as  near  as  practicable,  into  two  equal  classes, 
and  the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated 
after  the  expiration  of  two  years,  and  one-half 
of  the  Board  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years 
thereafter." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
j  ment  was  agreed  to. 

I      There  being  no  other  amendment  offered  to 
the  third  section — 

First  Session  of  the  Board. 

Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  first  Session  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  be  held  at  the  seat   of  Government,   after 
which,  said  Board  may  fix  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting." 

No  amendments  being  oft'ored  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Length  and  Number  of  Sessions. 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"The  Session  of  said  Board  shall  be  limited 
to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  Session  shall  be 
held  in  one  year,  except  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, when,  upon  the  recommendation  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board,  the  (Jovernor  may  order  a 
Special  Session." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  jiroposo  the  following 
amendment  to  this  section,  to  come  in  at  the 
end  : 

"In  addition  to  the  above  sorvicos,  each  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Board  shall  perform  such  other  ser- 
vices as  the  Legislature  may  require." 

My  object  ia  oftering  this  amendment  is,  that 
this  Board  may  have  something  to  do  in  their 
own  districts,  thf.t  they  may  attend  teacher's 
institutes,  and  attend  to  such  other  educational 
matters  as  the  Legislature  may  deem  requisite. 
Under  the  provision  as  it  stands  now,  their 
duties  are  specifiea,  and  they  are  limited  to  a 
session  of  twenty  days  in  a  year,  unless  the 
Governor  should  order  a  new  session.  I  want 
to  have  them  go  into  the  districts,  that  they  may 
bring  to  their  sessions  all  the  information  re- 
quisite to  the  performance  of  their  duties,  which 
they  may  have  acquired  while  traveling  in  the 
districl-s,  and  while  engaged  in  attendance  upon 
teacher's  institutes,  &c.  That  is  the  object  I 
have  in  view  in  offering  the  amendment;  though 
I  hardly  know  whether  it  will  accomplish  -what 
I  desire. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  suggest  an  amendment, 
which  I  think  ■will  meet  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin],  and  that  is, 
"  the  members  of  said  Board  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools 
was  required  to  perform." 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  One  of  the  most  powerful 
arguments  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall],  here  in  favor  of  his  propo- 
sition was,  that  a  system  was  to  be  established 
entirely  distinct  from  the  Legislature,  and  be- 
yond its  control.  If  he  now  places  it  in  the 
power  of  the  Legislature,  he  is  falling  back  up- 
on the  plan  recommended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells],  in  his  report.  I  would 
just  say  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Jones, 
[Mr.  Marvin],  that  if  there  are  any  duties  which 
are  necessary  for  this  Board  to  perform,  they 
can  control  this  matter  themselves.  They  have 
the  power  of  legislation  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Not  with  regard  to  their  own 
duties. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  They  have  the  right  to 
legislate  in  regard  to  all  school  matters. 

Mr.  HALL.  As  I  stated  at  the  outset,  it  is 
not  my  desire,  nor  is  it  my  object,  to  make  the 
Board  of  Education  a  co-equal  branch  with  the 
General  Assembly.  I  am  not  prepared  to  take 
this  step,  as  I  have  said  in  my  arguments  upon 
two  occasions  already.  If  this  Board  should 
find  it  to  be  their  duty  to  provide  for  county 
and  district  superintendents,  and  should  pass  a 
law  by  which  it  would  be  made  their  individual 
duty  to  make  such  a  provision,  it  would  be  ob- 
ligatory upon  them,  until  it  was  changed  by  the 
General  Assembly.  I  do  not  design  to  leave 
this  matter  so  that  the  General  Assembly  can- 
not, if  they  see  proper,  control  or  repeal  the 
rules  and  regulations  made  by  this  Board.  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  any  danger  while  they 
are  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  while  they  are  pur- 
suing an  honest  course,  of  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  unless  it  is 
absolutely  essential. 

Now,  the  legislature  may  find  it  necessary,  at 


some  future  time,  to  make  each  member  of  this 
Board  a  superintendent  in  his  particular  dis- 
trict ;  or  the  Board  may  think  it  proper  to  make 
such  a  provision.  Either  body  could  provide  for 
such  a  law,  if  it  were  deemed  necessary. 

I  have  prepared  an  amendment,  which  I  think 
will  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin],  and  it  is  this: 

"Each  member  of  said  Board  shall  perform 
such  duties  in  the  district  iti  which  he  is  elected 
as  superintendent  of  schools,  as  may  be  provi- 
ded by  law." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
following  in  this  section,  "  the  session  of  said 
Board  shall  be  limited  to  twenty  days,"  so  as  to 
do  away  with  all  limitation  of  time  in  the  hold- 
ing of  its  sessions. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  hope  that  this  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  I  think-  that  the  sessions  of  this 
body  should  be  limited  within  a  specified  period 
of  time.  By  the  creation  of  this  Board,  we  are 
creating  a  new  branch  of  the  government,  which 
is  to  hold  sessions  annually.  And  I  think  it, 
therefore,  a  wise  provision  to  limit  them  to  some 
definite  period  of  time,  within  which  they  shall 
transact  their  business. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  am  opposed  entirely  to 
the  system  of  restricting  deliberative  bodies  of 
any  kind  or  character,  and  I  believe  they  should 
have  free  scope  for  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties. If  we  grant  this  Board  the  privilege  of 
meeting  here  for  the  purpose  of  making  rules 
and  regulations  with  regard  to  schools,  they 
should  have  ample  time  allowed  them  for  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  There  should  be, 
in  my  opinion,  no  definite  time  fixed  for  their 
sittings,  but  they  should  have  as  long  time  as 
they  think  proper  within  which  to  mature  their 
plans  and  regulations,  and  make  them  as  per- 
fect as  possible.  If  they  do  their  business  in 
less  than  twenty  days,  and  are  able  to  finish  it 
in  ten,  why  they  can  then  adjourn  and  go  home. 
The  length  of  their  sessions  should  be  left  en- 
tirely discretionary  with  the  Board  itself.  It  is 
not  at  all  likely  that  they  will  abuse  this  power. 
If  they  convene  here  for  making  rules  and 
regulations,  they  will  no  doubt  act  judiciously. 
I  am  in  favor,  therefore,  of  striking  out  that 
portion  of  the  section  which  limits  them  to  a 
session  of  twenty  days. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered  to  the  fifth 
section — 

Organization  of  the  Bvard. 

Section  six  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  organize  by 
appointing  from  their  body  a  presiding  ofl[icer, 


770 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


f32d  Day: 


"Wednesday,] 


JOH  X  STON— SKIFF— HALL— GIBSOX—GOWER. 


[Pelimary  33tli 


and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary,  and  other 
inferior  ollicers  usual  in  legislative  a?!^emblies. 
Thev  shall  keep  and  publish  a  journal  of  their 
proceediugs,  wliich  shall  be  distributed  in  the 
san^.e.  manner  as  the  journals  of  the  General 
Assembly." 

•Mr.  JOHNSTOX.  I  move  to  striVe  out,  in  the 
second  line,  the  words,  "  usual  in  lejjislative  as- 
semblies ;"  also,  to  insert  in  the  place  of  "in- 
ferior," the  word  "necessary,"  so  that  the  sec- 
tion would  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  organize  by 
appointing  from  their  body  a  presiding  ofhcer, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  and  other 
necessary  officers.  They  shall  keep  and  pub- 
lish a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall 
be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  jour- 
nals of  the  General  Assembly." 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendments  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Publication  and  Distribution  of  Regulations  of  the 
Board. 

Section  seven  was  read  as  follows  : 
"All  rules  and  regulations  made  by  said  Board 
ehall  be  published  and  distributed  to  the  several 
counties,  townships,  and  such  school  districts  as 
may  be  provided  for  by  said  Board,  and  when  so 
passed,  published  and  distributed,  they  shall 
have  the  force  and  efl'ect  of  law." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Power  of  the  Board. 

Section  eight  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  Said  Board  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  in- 
stituted to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  uni- 
versity funds  of  the  State." 

No  amendments  being  ofl'ered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

School  Chancellor. 

Section  nine  was  tiien  read  as  follows : 

"Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancellor,  who 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  (jueslious  that 
may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions  and  judg- 
ments of  said  Cljancellor,  an  appeal  may  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court." 

.Mr.  SKII'F.  1  should  like  to  hear  an  explan- 
ation of  this  section. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  object  of  having  such  an 
oflRcer  as  is  provided  in  this  section,  is  to  Lave 
somo  one  to  decide  cases  that  will  necessarily 


arise  under  the  operations  of  the  school  sys- 
tem. All  the  States,  I  believe,  have  some  officer 
of  this  kind.  I  have  made  provision  in  this 
section,  as  the  gentleman  will  see  by  referring 
to  it,  that  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  from  the  decisions  of  this  officer. 
The  power  given  under  the  present  system  to 
the  county  fund  Commissioners,  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  over  these  mat- 
ters, has  nothing  of  a  judicial  character.  It 
strikes  me  that  if  you  would  combine  a  little 
judicial  power  with  the  other  powers  which  are 
given  to  the  Chancellor,  over  questions  growing 
out  of  the  educational  system  of  this  State,  you 
would  harmonize  a  great  manj'  things,  which 
are  now  left  in  an  unsettled  state.  There  are 
many  questions  arising  in  the  organization  of 
districts,  the  mode  of  keeping  up  schools,  the 
building  of  school-houses,  and  a  great  many 
other  things,  which  the  Chancellor  could  de- 
cide. "  Chancellor  "  is  the  best  name  we  can 
give  such  an  officer,  because  he  would  partially 
exercise  a  species  of  prerogative  power,  and  to 
a  little  extent  judicial  power.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared strenuously  to  urge  the  adoption  of  this 
section  upon  the  convention,  neither  am  I  wil- 
ling to  relinquish  it. 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

Section  ten  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

Common  Schools. 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  provide  a 
system  of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school 
shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at 
least  three  months  in  each  year.  Districts  fail- 
ing to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be 
deprived  of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund." 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"three"  and  insert  "six"  in  its  place,  so  that 
a  school  shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each 
district  at  least  six  months  in  every  year. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendments  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Uniccrsify. 

Section  eleven  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"The  Board  of  Education  shall  establish  one 
University,  which  shall  be  located  at  some  cen- 
tral point  in  the  State,  provided,  that  until  such 
time  as  such  location  may  be  made,  and  suita- 
ble buildings  erected,  said  University  shall  con- 
tinue as  at  present  located." 

Mr.  GOWEIl.  I  move  to  amend  this  section 
by  striking  out  the  words  "some  central  point 
in  the  State,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof, 
"  Iowa  City,"  so  that  the  section  would  then 
read — 

"The  Board  of  Education  shall  establish  one 
University,  which  shall  bo  located  at  Iowa  City, 
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Provided,  that  until  such  time  as  such  location 
may  be  Ti\p,de  and  suitable  buildings  erected, 
said  University  shall  continue  as  at  present 
located." 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  really  deprecate  the  intro- 
duction of  this  amendment  at  this  time.  We 
are  at  work  here  trying  to  form  a  system  upon 
great  organic  principles,  which  shall  establish 
the  foundation  of  a  system  for  the  education  of 
the  youth  of  the  State  for  years  to  come.  I  re- 
gret that  this  amendment  is  offered  at  this  time, 
as  it  must  introduce  questions  of  a  local  char- 
acter which  will  distract  us  in  our  deliberations 
from  carrying  out  and  promoting  the  great  fea- 
tures embodied  in  this  article.  I  can  see  no  in- 
justice in  the  section  as  it  now  reads.  It  propo- 
ses to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  fixing  the 
locality  of  the  University  of  the  State,  but  leaves 
the  University  where  it  is  now  located,  until  it 
ghall  be  removed  by  the  proper  authorities  to 
some  other  place,  if  such  a  thing  shall  ever  be 
done.  I  hope,  for  this  reason,  that  the  amend- 
.  ment  will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  section  may 
be  allowed  to  stand  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  think  that  the  main  features 
of  this  section  ought  not  to  be  adopted  at  this 
time,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  object,  I 
move  to  strike  the  eleventh  section  out  entirely. 
The  CHAIRMAN.  There  is  a  motion  now 
pending  to  amend  the  section,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  the  gentleman  would  not  therefore 
be  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  think  if  this  question  with 
regard  to  the  State  University  has  to  come 
up,  we  had  better  dispose  of  it  at  some  other 
point.  Here  is  already  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miscellaneous  Subjects,  which  pro- 
poses to  establish  the  State  University  perma- 
nently at  Iowa  City.  It  is  a  question  that  per- 
haps may  lead  to  some  discussion.  As  the 
question  will  come  up  in  another  place,  I  would 
like  to  have  this  section  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Cedar  [Mr.  Gower]  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  has  offered,  and  let  the  section  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  GOWER.     I  will  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  GIBSON.     I  now  move  to  strike  out  the 
eleventh  section. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

University  Fund. 

The  twelfth  section  was  then  read  as  follows: 
♦'The  University  lands,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof,  and  all  the  moneys  belonging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use 
of  said  University.  The  interest  arising  from 
the  same  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the 
support  and  benefit  of  said  University." 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  of  the 
second  line  the  word  "said,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "the  state." 


The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

There  being  no  further  amendments  offered 
to  this  section: 

Common  School  Fund. 

Section  thirteen  was  then  read  as  follows: 
"The  General  Assembly  shall  encourac;e,  by 
all  suitable  means,*the  promotion  of  intellectu- 
al, scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  improve- 
ments. The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  which  shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land  granted  to  the  new  States,  under  an  act 
of  Congress  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  states  of  the 
Union,  approved  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  all 
estates  of  deceased  persons  who  may  have  died 
without  leaving  a  will  or  heir,  and  also  such 
per  cent,  as  may  have  been  granted  by  Congress 
on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State,  shall  be  and 
remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interests  of  which, 
together  with  all  rents  of  .the  unsold  lands 
and  such  other  means  as  the  General  Assemby 
may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  common  schools  throughout 
the  State." 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

Section  fourteen  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by  persons 
as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from  military 
duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  collect- 
ed in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of  the 
penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied,  in  the 
several  counties  in  which  such  money  is  paid, 
or  fine  collected,  among  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts of  said  county,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  youths  subject  to  enumeration  in  such 
districts,  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  or 
the  establishment  of  libraries,  as  the  Board  of 
Education  shall  from  time  to  time  provide." 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

University  Fund. 

Section  fifteen  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"The  General  Assembly  shall  take  measures 
for  the  protection,  improvement,  or  other  dis- 
position of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or  may- 
hereafter  be  reserved,  or  granted  by  the  United 
States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this  State, 
for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds  accru- 
ing from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from 
any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall 
be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest 
of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
University,  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the 
arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized  by  the 
terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
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provide  efiFectual  means  for  the  improvement 
and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of  said 
University." 

There  being  no  amendments  otFered  to  this 
section — 

Agents  of  the  School  Funds. 

Section  sixteen  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"The  financial  agents  of  school  funds  shall  be 
the  same,  that  by  law,  receive   and  control  the 
State  and  county  revenue,  for  other  civil  pur- 
poses." 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

Distribution  of  School  Funds. 

Section  seventeen  was  read  as  follows  : 

"The  money  subject  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  common  schools  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths,  between  the  age  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years." 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  section  the  words  "  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  provided  by  the  Genei-al  Assembly  ;'  so  that 
the  section  would  read — 

"The  money  subject  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  common  schools  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths,  between  the  age  of  five  and 
twenty-one  yeai-s,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
provided  by  the  General  Assembly." 

I  think  there  should  be  some  little  limitation 
to  distinguish  between  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  powers  of  this  Board  over  the 
fund,  and,  therefore,  I  offer  this  amendment  to 
provide  for  the  distribution  of  this  fund  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendments  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Compensation  of  Members  of  the  Board. 

Section  eighteen  was  then  read  as  follows: 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  each  receive 
the  same  per  diem  and  mileage  as  the  compen- 
sation as  members  of  the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
'•as,"  and  insert  "of  the,"  in  lieu  tlioreof. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendments  being  oflercd  to  this 
section — 

Quorum  of  the  Board. 

Section  nineteen  was  read  as  follows  : 
"  A  majority  of  the  Board  of  Education  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  bus- 


iness ;  Provided,  no  rule,  or  regulation,  or  law, 
for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  School 
System,  shall  pass  without  the  sanction  of  the 
majority  o)  all  the  members  of  the  Board,  which 
shall  be  expressed  by  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  ihe 
final  passage." 

No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  they  had  now 
gone  through  with  the  report  by  sections. 

Assumption  by  State  of  School  Fund. 

:\Ir.  GOWER.  I  offer  the  following  addiiional 
section  : 

"  All  moneys  that  have  accrued,  or  may  ac- 
crue, to  the  school  fund  of  this  State,  under  the 
second  section  of  the  ninth  article  of  our  con- 
stitution on  "  Education  and  School  Lands," 
shall  be  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  State ; 
and  all  holders  thereof  are  required  to  pay  to 
the  Treasurer,  as  fast  as  existing  contracts  ma-  ' 
ture." 

"On  the  first  Monday  in  February,  of  each 
year,  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  State  shall 
distribute  to  each  county  their  proportion  of  the 
fund,  and  the  County  Treasurers  are  authorized 
to  draw  the  same,  to  be  drawn  by  the  districts 
or  teachers,  as  provided  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly— all  to  be  done  by  ex-ofScio  salaried  officers, 
and  without  charge  to  the  said  fund." 

The  section  which  I  offer  here  makes  pro- 
vision for  placing  the  entire  school  fund  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer.  It  is  now  scattered  all 
over  the  State,  and  a  great  portion  of  it  is  liable 
to  be  lost.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  safer  plan  to 
place  it  in  the  Treasury,  than  to  have  it  dis- 
persed all  over  the  State.  The  only  officers, 
whose  duty  would  be  increased  by  the  section  I 
propose,  would  be  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer, 
who  would  be  required  to  distribute  to  the 
counties  their  respective  proportions  of  this 
fund. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr. 
Johnston,]  introduced  a  proposition,  involving 
substantially  the  same  proposition  as  that  now 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Cedar,  [Mr. 
Gower.]  There  are  quite  a  number  of  members 
of  the  convention,  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  school  funds  are  now  man- 
aged, and  are  disposed  to  call  them  in  and  in- 
vest them  in  some  more  certain  and  reliable  way 
than  that  in  which  they  are  invested  at  present. 
I  confess  that  I  have  thought  of  no  Avell  digest- 
ed plan  by  which  to  effect  this  object.  I  think 
that  we  can  accomplish  the  purpose  we  all  have 
in  view  belter  by  referring  this  subject  to  a  select 
committee,  who  shall  take  it  into  consideration 
and  report  whether  this  fund  shall  remain  iu  its 
present  condition,  or  whether  a  constitutional 
provision  shall  bo  made  by  which  it  shnll  bo 
otlierwise  invested.  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  gen- 
tleman to  make  this  fund  secure  and  to  make 
the  interest  certain.  Wo  want  to  place  it  where 
it  cannot  be  lost.     I  doubt  the  propriety,  just  at 
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this  time,  of  adopting  such  a  proposition  as  that 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Cedar. 

Mr.  GOWER.    I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  this  article  as  amended  back  to  the 
convention,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands,  had  instructed  him  to  report  the  same 
back  with  sundry  amendments  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON, 

The  report  as  amended  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Incorporations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WINCHESTER, 
The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  corpo- 
rations was  thea  taken  up. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  the  report  would 
be  read  through  by  sections. 

The  first  section  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  No  corporation  shall  be  created  by  special 
laws;,  but  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide, 
by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  cor- 
porations hereafter  to  be  created,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 
Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  property  of  all  corporations  for  pecuni- 
ary profit,  now   existing,  or  hereafter  created, 
shall  forever  be  subject  to  taxation,  the  same  as 
property  of  individuals." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 
Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  State  shall  not  become  a  stockholder  in 
any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume  or  pay  the 
debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation,  unless  in- 
curred in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 
Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  No  political  or  municipal  corporation  shall 
become  a  stockholder  in  any  banking  corpora- 
tion, directly  or  indirectly." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 

Banking  Laws. 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"No  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  authorizing 
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corporatious  or  associations  with  banking  pow  - 
ers,  nor  shall  amendments  thereto,  take  effect,  or 
in  any  manner  be  in  force,  until  the  same  shall 
have  been  submitted,  separately,  to  the  people, 
at  a  general  or  special  election,  as  provided  by 
law,  to  be  held  not  less  than  three  months  after 
the  passage  of  the  act,  and  shall  have  been  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  all  the  electors  voting 
for  and  against  it  at  such  election." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  in  the  second  line  alter  the  word 
"thereto,"  the  following  "or  acts  of  repeal 
thereof."  I  would  say  that  this  is  the  form  in 
which  this  section  passed  the  convention.  It 
is  allowing  a  law  to  go  out  of  the  same  door 
through  which  it  came  in.  We  now  require 
that  a  law  upon  this  subject  after  it  has  been 
passed  shall  go  to  the  people  to  be  voted  upon 
before  it  shall  take  effect;  and  we  should  also 
require,  if  the  legislature  wish  to  repeal  it,  that 
the  act  to  repeal  shall  go  to  the  people  to  be 
passed  upon  in  like  manner. 

There  were  very  lengthy  arguments  made  by 
gentlemen  here,  showing  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing such  a  restraint  as  this,  and  showing  the 
insecurity  that  would  result  to  stockholders  and 
others  in  embarking  in  corporations,  if  we 
allowed  the  legislature  to  repeal  the  laws  cre- 
ating these  corporations,  and  give  them  the  con- 
stitutional right  to  do  so,  without  some  check 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  adopting  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clark.]  There  is  a  provision  in 
this  report,  which  requires  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  legislature  to  repeal  any  law  granting 
these  privileges.  I  think  that  this  is  all  the 
check  it  is  necessary  to  throw  around  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  see  many  alterations  in 
this  report  from  that  which  passed  the  conven- 
tion. In  that  report  we  had  some  restrictions 
thrown  around  the  legislature  in  reference  to 
banking.  The  committee  have  seen  proper  to 
make  a  report  here  without  providing  for  any 
such  restriction.  If  the  convention  are  willing 
to  authorize  the  legislature  to  create  banking 
corporations  without  any  restrictions  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  issued  and  without  any  individu- 
al liabilities  whatever,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  restrict  the  legislature  in  reference 
to  repealing  those  acts.  I  hope  the  convention 
will  adhere  to  the  restrictions  they  placed  upon 
the  legislature  in  regard  to  banking  institutions, 
when  the  subject  was  before  the  convention  a 
few  days  since. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke.]  It  is  true  that  this  report,  as  made  by 
the  select  committee,  does  not  entirely  meet  my 
views ;  but  I  have  been  here  long  enough  to 
know  that  the  individual  wishes  and  views  of 
every  member  of  this  convention  cannot  be  sat- 
isfied. Although  there  are  some  things  in  this 
report  that  I  should  not  individually  put  in,  if  I 
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•were  alone  to  be  consulted,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
take  it  as  a  compromise.  We  have  spent  some 
time  in  the  consideration  of  this  question  of  in- 
corporations ;  and  we  have  put  together  an  ar- 
ticle here  which  to  my  mind  would  have  pre- 
vented the  Tery  object  and  purpose  of  the  people 
iu  calling  this  "convention,  This  report  in  somo 
degree  relieves  that  article  of  its  objectionable 
features,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  it  as  a  com- 
promise. I  think  it  is  the  best  we  can  do  in  this 
convention.  Under  it  the  power  is  left  to  the 
people  to  create  banking  institutions  through 
the  general  assembly,  and  have  no  doubt  the 
general  assembly  will  provide  all  the  restric- 
tions that  hare  been  attempted  to  be  put  into 
the  constitution.  I  doubt  not  that  the  matter 
may  be  safely  left  in  the  hands  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 1  am  willing  therefore  to  accept  the  re- 
port as  a  compromise,  not  to  meet  my  own  indi- 
vidual opinions  upon  the  subject.  Entertaining 
these  views  I  trust  the  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion will  coincide  with  me,  and  that  we  shall 
put  an  end  to  one  vexed  question  by  agreeing 
to  the  report  of  the  special  committtee. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  What  is  the  precise  position 
of  this  matter?  I  wish  to  return  to  what  was 
done  in  the  convention  before  the  report  was 
sent  to  this  committee.  I  am  in  tavor  of  letting 
the  matter  stand  as  it  was,  and  I  wish  to  know 
what  is  the  proper  parliamentary  course  by 
which  to  reach  that  object. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  report  comes  back 
as  the  action  of  the  select  committee,  before 
the  question  is  taken  upon  adopting  the  report, 
it  is  open  to  amendment.  When  amended, 
the  question  will  be  then  upon  concurring  with 
the  report  of  the  committee,  that  is,  concurring 
in  the  amendment  oftheselectcommittee  to  the 
article  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  if  we  do  not  concur,  I 
suppose  it  falls  back  where  it  was  before  it  was 
referred. 

The  PRESIDENT.     Precisely. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Then  I  hope  the  convention 
will  refuse  to  concur. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  desire  simply  to  say  that  I 
prefer  the  action  of  this  convention  heretofore 
upon  this  question,  and  shall  therefore  vote 
against  the  amendment  recommended  by  the 
■elect  committee. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  will  withdraw  my 
proposition  to  amend.  I  should  prefer  to  have 
the  <iuestion  come  up  directly,  as  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Appanoose,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
upon  the  report  of  the  nelcct  committee.  I 
should  jirefer  that  the  question  should  be  taken 
directly  upon  concurring  with  this  report,  so 
that  if  wc  do  not  concur  wc  can  go  back  to  our 
■work  as  wo  left  it  the  other  day.  I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  question  is  now  upon  con- 
curring with  the  report.  As  a  member  of  the 
eommittec  who  recommended  this  report,  per- 


haps it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  say  some- 
thing in  its  defence.  When  the  article  was  re- 
ferred to  the  special  committee  it  was  encum- 
bered with  some  ten  or  twelve  sections  in  addi- 
tion to  what  it  now  has,  and  which  gentlemen 
called  restrictions.  They  were  all,  as  I  tliink, 
properly  the  subjects  of  legislative  action.  We 
were  attempting  in  a  constitution  to  do  the  work 
properly  belonging  to  a  legislature.  We  seemed 
to  have  started  out  with  the  idea  that  we  were 
sent  here  to  create  a  banking  system  and  to  pro- 
vide all  the  minutia;  necessary  for  its  complete 
and  perfect  operation  ;  and  thus  we  had  intro- 
duced into  the  constitution  a  large  amount  of 
matter  which  properly  pertains  to  legislation. 
We  are  endeavoring  in  fact  to  limit  and  tie  dowa 
this  banking  system  to  the  views  of  this  con- 
vention, so  that  there  can  be  no  change  made  by 
the  legislature.  From  the  very  start  I  have 
been  opposed  to  this  ;  and  I  have  heard  no  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  it,  except  an  argument  which 
appears  to  me  to  slander  the  legir-lature  which 
shall  come  after  us,  an  argument  which  im- 
peaches the  integrity  of  the  very  institutions 
which  we  ourselves  in  another  article  of  this 
same  constitution  are  creating.  Further  than 
that,  the  restrictions  went  so  far  as  to  take  this 
from  the  power  of  the  people  ;  because  we  pro- 
vide that  any  law  to  be  passed  upon  this  sub- 
ject, shall  first  be  acted  upon  and  passed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  before  it  can  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people.  It  must  first  pass  into  a 
law  by  the  legislature,  and  then  before  it  can 
have  any  validity,  it  must  be  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  people  must  concur  in  it.  With 
these  checks  and  these  guards  thrown  around  it, 
to  ward  off  any  possible  harm  that  could  other- 
wise grow  out  of  the  experiment  of  banking, 
notwithstanding  all  my  anti-bank  notions,  I 
have  no  earthlj-  objections  to  the  plan.  Indeed 
I  feel  that  it  is  for  our  interest.  I  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  convention  to  leave  these  mat- 
ters, through  the  legislature,  to  the  people.  If 
we  should  make  a  mis-step  here;  if  we  should 
throw  around  the  system  difliculties  not  to  be 
overcome,  giving  the  people  not  that  which  they 
ask,  but  such  a  form  as  will  be  totally  Avorthless 
to  them,  wo  should  not  be  performing  our  duty 
to  the  people  who  sent  us  here.  What  greater 
checks,  I  should  like  to  know,  doyou  want,  than 
the  checks  which  this  article  throws  around  the 
banking  system  ?  Is  not  the  legislature  one 
check  ?  Is  not  the  vote  of  the  people  another 
check  ?  Do  we  not  provide  for  this  system  all 
the  protection  which  we  provide  for  the  consti- 
tution itself?  And  will  not  that  law,  when 
agreed  to  by  the  people,  have  in  addition  to  all 
the  sanction  of  a  law  passed  by  the  legislature 
upon  the  subject  of  banking,  all  the  sanction 
and  sacredness  of  the  constitution  itself?  Do 
gentlemen  doubt  the  right?  Are  they  fearful? 
Is  it  a  matter  that  that  must  be  guarded  against 
by  an  instrument,  which,  when  it  has  been 
adopted  by  .a  majority  of  the  people,  has  no 
greater  validity  and  is  sanctioned  by  no  higher 
power  1     It  does  appear  to  mo  that   wo  are  too 
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timid  upon  this  subject.  We  have  taken  an  im- 
proper course,  and  may  defeat  the  very  object 
we  have  in  view.  Gentlemen  may  say  that  their 
constituents  think  it  is  all  right,  and  look  for 
and  expect  these  things  ;  but  I  tell  gentlemen 
that  their  constituents  will  understand  this  as  well 
as  they  do.  They  are  not  such  fools  as  to  be 
caught  in  such  traps.  They  know  that  the  leg- 
islature, selected  by  their  own  votes,  is  safe 
enough.  The  man  who  will  not  believe  that, 
will  be  rare  to  be  found.  It  is  check  enough, 
guard  enough,  protection  enough.  For  mypart 
I  am  disposed  to  stand  by  the  report,  believing 
that  it  contains  every  provision  which  is  neces- 
sary or  essential.  In  that  we  have  the  legisla- 
ture and  the  people  to  put  the  checks  and  the 
guards  in  a  proper  form,  and  to  modify  them  if 
not  right.  That  is  the  proper  way  for  us  to  leave 
it.  We  should  give  them  that  privilege.  Let 
us  not  fasten  it  here,  so  that  if  the  checks  should 
prove  imperfect,  should  prove  too  stringent  or 
not  stringent  enough,  it  cannot  be  remedied  ; 
but  let  us  leave  it  to  the  legislature  and  the  peo- 
ple to  change  it.  if  the  legislature  should  pass 
a  law,  and  it  should  appear  that  there  were  not 
restrictions  enough,  they  could  add  to  them. 
If  it  should  appear  that  there  were  too  many, 
they  could  remedy  that.  Let  us  give  them  a 
little  liberty,  Let  us  not  put  the  banking  sys- 
tem into  an  iron  cage,  and  confine  it  under  a 
discipline  it  cannot  survive.  If  gentlemen  will 
look  at  the  principle,  I  think  they  will  be  ready 
to  permit  this  to  take  a  form  in  which  we  can 
vote  for  it. 

Security  of  Banks. 

llr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  move  to  add  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  come  in  as  section  seven: 

"If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be  enacted, 
it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and  countersign- 
ing, by  an  officer  of  the  State,  of  all  bills,  or 
paper  credit  designed  to  circulate  as  money,  and 
require  security  to  the  the  full  amount  thereof, 
to  be  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer,  in 
United  States  stocks,  or  in  interest-paying 
stocks  of  the  States  in  good  credit  and  standing, 
to  be  rated  at  ten  per  cent,  below  their  average 
value  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  thirty 
days  next  preceding  ther  deposit;  and  in  case  of 
the  depreciation  of  any  portion  of  said  stocks 
to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  dollar, 
the  bank  or  banks  so  depositing  shall  make  up 
such  deficiency  by  depositing  additional  stock. 
Said  law  shall  also  provide  for  the  recording  of 
the  names  of  all  stockholders  in  such  corpora- 
tions, the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  the 
time  of  any  transfer,  and  to  whom." 

Mr.  HARRIS  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report;  but  I  then  shall  vote  against 
the  report  as  a  whole,  even  as  amended.  If  the 
report  is  to  prevail,  I  should  like  to  have  that 
amendment  in  it.  As  I  said  before,  I  am  in 
favor  of  taking  what  we  have  done  in  Con- 
vention.    We  had  spent  some  time  upon  that, 


and  I  think  we  had  met  the  views  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  Convention  more  nearly  than  they 
are  expressed  in  this  report.  As  to  what  has 
been  said  by  my  friend  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall]  about  these  restrictions,  I  have  only  to 
say  that  if  capitalists  will  not  invest  their 
money  with  these  restrictions,  it  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  they  ought  not  to  have  banks.  If 
corporations,  or  individuals  in  a  private  capac- 
ity, will  not  invest  their  money  without  having 
these  restrictions  taken  out  of  tlieir  way,  it  is 
an  additional  argument  for  our  having  no  banks 
at  all.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  to  keep  these  re- 
strictions in,  and  I  have  no  fear  as  to  what  my 
constituents  will  say.  These  remarks  do  not 
apply  to  me;  for  I  am  not  manufacturing  bunk- 
um at  all.  I  am  doing  what  I  think  is  right, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  stand  by  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Henry.  I  desire  to  say  one 
word  in  order  that  I  may  be  perfectly  under- 
stood. It  is  well  known  that  I  consider  the 
principles  embraced, in  these  amendments  as 
necessary  to  be  incorporated  into  our  Constitu- 
tion. No  one  has  contended  for  them  more 
than  I  have.  But  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment at  this  time,  believing  that  it  will  be 
easier  for  us,  and  that  it  will  take  less  discus- 
sion to  take  up  the  report  as  it  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee  and  to  complete  it, 
than  to  attempt  to  take  up  this  report  made  by 
the  special  committee  and  add  all  the  amend- 
mendments  necessary  to  bring  it  up  to  what 
this  body  really  want.  It  will  take  us  longer  to 
go  over  this,  and  incorporate  into  it  the  amend- 
rnents  actually  discussed  and  passed  here,  than 
to  go  over  the  old  report,  and  to  consider  the 
amendments  which  gentlemen  may  wish  to 
make.  I  shall  therefore  at  this  time  vote 
against  this  amendment,  hoping  that  these  prin- 
ciples which  I  desire  to  have  adopted  will  be 
offered  hereafter. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilson,  it 
was  adopted;  yeas  22,  nays  13,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Harris,  HoUings- 
worth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Todhunter,  Wilson  and  Winchester. 

Nays — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of 
Henry,  Clark  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Traer,  War- 
ren and  Young. 

County  and  City  Indebtedness. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  to  amend  section  four  by 
adding  the  following:  "  or  become  a  stockholder 
in,  or  loan  its  credit  to,  any  work  of  internal 
improvement  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars ;"  so  that  the  section  shall 
read: 
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"Sec.  4.  Xo  political  or  municipal  corpora- 
tion shall  become  a  stockholder  in  any  banking 
corporation,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  or  become  a 
stockholder  in,  or  loan  its  credit  to,  any  work 
of  internal  improvement  to  an  amount  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars."' 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  first  rule  on  page  sixty-two  of  the  Manual : 

"  95.  First  Utile.  "When  a  proposition  con- 
sists of  several  sections,  paragraphs  or  resolu- 
tions, the  natural  order  of  considering  and 
amending  it  is  to  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  to 
proceed  through  it  in  course  by  paragraphs;  and 
when  a  latter  part  has  been  amended  it  is  not  in 
order  to  recur  back  and  make  any  alteration  or 
amendment  of  a  former  part." 

The  PRKSIDEXT.  That  is  the  general  rule, 
but  the  practice  here  has  been  different.  It  has 
been  usual  to  allow  a  member  to  recur  to  a  pre- 
ceding section,  when  a  report  has  not  been  read 
through  by  sections.  In  it  Convention  like  this 
the  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  bad 
policy  to  insist  upon  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
that  rule.  Certainly  it  would  not  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  custom  which  has  prevailed  here. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  certainly  occurs  to 
me  that,  as  we  have  amended  the  latter  part,  it 
would  now  be  a  violation  of  the  rules  to  recur 
back  to  a  former  section. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  inclined  to 
entertain  the  motion  for  the  reasons  already  sta- 
ted. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  suppose  this  amendment  will 
be  voted  down.  Yet  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
■we  ought  to  place  some  limit  to  county  indebt- 
edness, and  1  am  almost  prepared  to  say  that  we 
should  not  allow  them  to  run  in  debt  at  all.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  system  is  a  bad  one.  In 
all  probability  the  best  thing  we  can  do,  if  we 
do  anything  at  all,  is  to  limit  that  indebtedness 
to  a  certain  amount.  Then  they  may  go  into 
debt  to  that  extent.  We  have  provided  that  the 
ytate  debt  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  yet,  under  this  system  of 
county  indebtedness,  the  State  is  already  in 
debt  four  or  five  times  that  amount.  I  should 
urefer  to  say  that  the  counties  should  not  go  in- 
to debt  at  all,  to  leaving  it  unlimited;  for  I  be- 
lieve that  it  will  result  in  the  ruin,  almost,  of 
the  people  of  this  State,  unless  we  adopt  a  pro- 
vision of  some  kind  in  the  Constitution.  Tliere 
ap[)ears  to  be  no  limit  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
])eople  arc  willing  to  vote  themselves  into  debt 
lor  the  sake  of  securing  these  internal  improve- 
ments. Some  of  the  counties  iu  this  State  are 
already  in  debt  to  the  c.\tent  of  more  than  half 
a  million  dollars.  They  have  already  issued 
their  bonds  for  that  amount.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  the  State  is  now  in  debt  some  ten  or 
twelve  millions  for  these  objects.  It  wc  allow 
this  10  go  on,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
stop.  1  fear  wc  should  soon  be  where  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  is  at  this  time — almost  bank- 
rupt. I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  some 
effort  to  stay  this.     I  can,  at  least,  put  myself 


upon  the  record  as  opposing  this  county  indebt- 
edness. I  have  no  disposition  to  discuss  the 
question  further.  I  already  understand  how  the 
members  of  the  Convention  regard  this  question, 
and  shall  only  ask  that  I  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  place  myself  right  upon  the  record  ;  and, 
with  that  view,  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  "  one 
hundred  thousand."  I  wish  to  move,  after- 
ward, to  increase  the  amount. 

Mr.  ED"\VARDS.  If  that  is  stricken  out,  I 
shall  offer  an  amendment  to  restrict  it  to  ten 
per  cent,  upon  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  will  be  voted 
down.  "U^e  have  had  the  whole  matter  very 
thoroughly  and  fully  discussed  before,  and  as  a 
compromise,  I  myself  moved  to  strike  out  from 
the  constitution  everything  upon  this  subject, 
so  as  to  strike  out  both  the  prohibition  and  the 
recognition  of  county  indeotedness. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  CLARKE  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  TRAER'S 
amendment. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  pass.  It  does  two  things,  both  of  which  I 
am  opposed  to.  In  the  first  place,  the  amend- 
ment places  restrictions  upon  the  people,  as- 
sumes that  we  shall  define  what  is  best  for  them 
to  do,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  decide  for 
themselves.  I  think  we  know  just  about  as 
little  of  the  capacity  of  any  individual  county 
to  take  stock  as  any  body  of  men  can  know.  It 
should  be  left  to  the  people  of  the  county  them- 
selves. It  is  a  question  which  pecuniarily  in- 
terests them  only.  It  is  to  affect  their  future 
alone.  I  cannot  conceive  why  this  limit  should 
be  placed  upon  the  counties,  when  we  allow  the 
entire  State,  by  a  vote  of  the  people — the  same 
kind  of  a  vote,  to  assume  indebtedness.  I  think 
the  intelligence  and  tlie  judgment  of  a  county, 
so  far  as  their  own  limits  are  concerned,  are  a.s 
great  as  those  of  a  State.  I  am  opposed  to  tho 
amendment,  therefore,  that  it  assumes  to  decide 
for  us  what  we  should  have  the  privilege  of  de- 
ciding for  ourselves. 

My  other  objection  is  this  :  It  is  known  to  a 
majority  of  this  convention,  and  perhaps  to  all, 
that  the  voting  of  loans  by  counties  to  railroads 
and  other  internal  improvements,  is  questiona- 
ble as  a  matter  of  right,  under  our  present  con- 
stit\ition.  Now,  I  undertake  to  say,  that  if  wo 
adopt  this  amendment,  wc  shall  adopt  some- 
thing which  will,  by  implication,  at  least,  cou- 
f  r  upon  them  the  power  of  running  in  debt  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  couuties  are  component  parts  of  the  body 
politic,  organized  for  certain  purposes  ;  and  it 
is  a  great  (juestion  whether  this  is  one  of  tho 
purposes.     If  wo  adopt  this  amendment,  it  con- 
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fers  upon  them  by  direct  implication  the  power 
to  incur  a  debt  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars.   I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  moved  to  strike 
out  "one  hundred  thousand  dollars,"  and  to  in- 
sert "six  per  cent,  upon  the  assessed  value  of 
the  taxable  property  of  such  municipal  or  polit- 
ical corporation." 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  desire  to  say  in  explana- 
tion of  the  vote  which  I  gave  a  few  moments 
ago,  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  that  I  was  opposed  to 
the  creation  of  this  special  committee.  I  was 
satisfied  that  the  convention  had  advanced  far 
enough,  in  its  consideration  of  the  article  upon 
incorporations,  to  be  ready  to  come  to  some 
conclusion  long  before  this. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  the  propriety  of 
sanctioning  indebtedness  of  counties  in  aid  of 
internal  improvements,  was  a  matter  of  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  at  that  time.  I 
stated,  at  that  time,  that  I  did  not  know  what 
was  the  wish  of  the  people  of  my  county  in  re- 
lation to  the  matter.  Since  then  I  have  received 
various  letters,  all  of  which  are  in  favor  of 
leaving  this  matter  for  the  counties  to  regulate 
for  themselves.  And  there  has  not  been  a  soli- 
tary petition  presented  to  this  convention,  or  a 
solitary  article  published  in  the  newspapers,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  taking  the  opposite  view  of 
the  question.  I  think  this  question  does  not 
legitimately  belong  to  us.  I  speak  for  myself, 
at  least,  when  I  say  that  I  am  willing  to  let  this 
stand  where  it  stood  in  the  old  constitution — 
leaving  the  people  to  judge  of  the  facts  for  them- 
selves. Gentlemen  seemed  to  be  frightened  al- 
most to  death  in  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
and  put  various  things  into  the  constitution, 
which  have  since  been  voted  down.  I  think 
there  is  just  about  enough  now  in  this  consti- 
tution to  defeat  it.  Add  a  little  more,  and  I 
will  answer  for  it,  that  it  will  be  defeated.  I 
am  opposed  to  any  restrictions.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  adoption  of  the  report.  I  shall  vote 
against  all  the  amendments,  and  finally  against 
the  report  itself. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  have  no  objections  to  accepting 
the  amendment.  My  only  object  was  to  put  in 
some  restriction  ;  that  we  may  have  some  limit 
where  the  country  indebtedness  shall  stop.  I 
hope  the  convention  will  indulge  me  a  moment 
to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  "Wapello, 
[Mr.  Gillaspy]  that  I  have  no  fear  that  the  con- 
stitution will  be  voted  down  ;  and  if  I  had  any 
fears  upon  that  subject,  it  would  not  deter  me 
from  doing  that  which  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty 
and  to  be  right.  I  should  do  that  if  I  thought 
the  constitution  would  be  voted  down,  and  leave 
the  consequences  with  the  people.  Now  I  say 
that  there  is  a  principle  in  this  amendmeat 
which  should  be  adopted.  We  see  that  the 
state  is  running  to  extremes  in  its  county  sub- 
scriptions. This  will  certainly  eventuate  in  ruin 
unless  some  check  is  interposed.  I  would  like 
to  ask  those  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  state 
ndebtedaess,   what  is   the   difference?      What 


difference  does  it  make  whether  the  state  be- 
comes indebted  by  county  subscriptions  or  by 
state  subscriptions  ?  The  principle  is  the  same. 
You  involve  the  state  in  debt,  and  taxes  are 
levied  which  will  be  burdensome.  You  ruin  the 
prospects  of  the  state  in  permitting  wild-cat 
speculations  in  railroads  to  be  carried  on  while 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  state  may  be  op- 
posed to  it,  but  have  yet  had  no  opportunity  to 
express  their  will  through  the  ballot  box.  I  fear 
that  it  is  very  often  the  case  that  these  votes 
are  carried  through  by  improper  influences, 
which  the  people  if  left  alone  would  upon  mature 
reflection  never  have  adopted.  As  I  have  before 
stated,  this  state  is  already  in  debt  about  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  incurred  in  this  way.  The 
county  subscriptions  in  the  shape  of  bonds  have 
become  depreciated,  so  that  it  is  almost  an  im- 
possibility to  obtain  for  them  anything  like  a 
fair  value.  You  cannot  now  get  over  seventy- 
five  per  cent  for  them  :  and  soon  you  will  bo 
unable  to  sell  them  for  more  than  fifty  per  cent. 
The  result  is  that  you  are  running  the  state  into 
debt  without  any  remuneration  for  it.  You  re- 
ceive fifty  or  seventy-five  per  cent.,  pay  inter- 
est, and  when  the  bonds  mature  must  pay  the 
full  value.  I  believe  this  system  should  be  stop- 
ped just  where  it  is.  I  do  not  believe  that  an- 
other county  in  the  state  should  be  allowed  to 
take  one  cent  of  stock.  Yet  for  the  sake  of  com- 
promise, in  order  to  settle  the  question,  I  am  in 
favor  of  putting  into  the  constitution  a  resti'ic- 
tion,  and  leaving  it  to  the  people  to  say  whether 
they  are  in  favor  of  it  or  not.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  people  will  uphold  the  convention  in 
taking  that  position.  I  believe  that  there  are 
hundreds  of  men  who  will  vote  for  this  constitu- 
tion, who  belong  to  the  same  party  with  the 
gentleman,  if  it  contains  this  restriction,  who  will 
not  vote  for  it  unless  there  is  some  restriction. 
I  am  as  fully  convinced  of  that  as,  as  I  am  of  any 
other  fact  stated  in  this  convention.  I  know 
that  in  the  region  of  the  state  in  which  I  reside, 
there  are  many  of  the  party  to  which  he  is  sup- 
posed to  belong,  who  arein  favor  of  a  restric- 
tion. Suppose  that  this  system  of  county  in- 
debtedness is  allowed  to  continue,  what  will  be 
the  result  in  five  years  from  this  time  ?  By  the 
lowest  possible  calculation,  we  shall  find  that 
by  leaving  the  question  without  restriction  as 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Air. 
Gillaspy]  the  people  of  the  state  will  have  in- 
curred a  debt  of  thirty  or  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars within  five  years  from  this  time.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  how  we  are  to  manage  to  pay  oflf 
even  the  interest  of  such  a  debt  as  that,  to  say 
nothing  about  the  principal  itself. 

The  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke] 
suggests  that  the  roads  increase  the  amount  and 
Talue  of  property,  This  is  very  true.  They 
may  to  some  extent,  audi  know  that  is  the  ar- 
gument held  out  to  induce  people  to  vote  for- 
raii-road  grants.  This  is  their  argument.  Vote 
for  this  railroad  here  and  your  farm  will  be 
worth  fifty  dollars  an  acre,  while  now  it  is  only 
worth  ten  dollars.  Make  a  man  believe  that 
that  will  be  the  case,  and  you  at  once  secure  his 
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vote.  That  is  the  very  reason  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  limitation.  It  men  have  the  value  of  their 
land  raised  to  that  extent,  they  think  it  is  a  good 
operation,  and  they  will  vote  for  it.  They  do 
not  reflect  much  upon  the  subject.  These  votes 
are  always  carried  under  an  excitement.  That 
is  the  first  object,  to  get  an  excitement  and  rush 
the  matter  through  without  allowing  the  people 
lime  to  reflect.  I  say  that  the  position  which 
has  been  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Van 
Buren,  [Mr.  Ayres]  in  favor  of  an  entire  prohi- 
bition is  right  in  principle.  I  am  satisfied  of 
that,and  am  only  willing  to  go  to  this  limit,  from 
the  lact  that  I  believe  we  cannot  carry  anything 
like  a  positive  limitation,  and  I  want  to  obtain 
the  best  thing  that  I  possibly  can  for  the  people 
of  this  state.  I  wish  to  place  myself  right  up- 
on this  record;  for  just  as  sure  as  the  day  rolls 
around,  in  five  years  from  this  time  there  will 
not  be  a  gentleman  present  who  will  be  willing 
to  own  that  he  opposed  such  a  proposition  as 
this,  here  and  to-day. 

Mr.  GILL  ASP  Y.  By  leave  of  the  convention 
I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words.  I  am  astonish- 
ed at  the  gentleman  from  Beaton,  [Mr.  Traer.] 
He  seems  to  have  lost  all  that  love  and  all  that 
confidence  which  he  had  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session  for  the  intelligence  of  the  dear  peo- 
ple. If  I  mistake  not  he  has  been  one  of  the 
loudest  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  in  speaking 
of  the  intelligence  of  the  people.  I  am  unwil- 
ling that  the  gentleman  should  throw  out  an 
imputation  as  he  has  now  done  here,  upon  the 
class  to  which  I  belong.  He  has  said  virtually 
thai  the  farmers  of  this  country  are  fools.  lie 
says  you  cannot  go  to  them — I  suppose  he 
means  a  lawyer  from  tiie  city  cannot  go  to  them 
— and  tell  them  that  their  farms  which  are  now 
worth  ten  dollars  will  be  worth  fifty  dollars, 
without  his  being  ready  to  vote  for  anything  to 
accomplish  so  desirable  a  result.  I  think  he 
would  find  two  honorable  exceptions  to  that — 
the  representatives  of  Van  Buren  county  upon 
this  floor,  [Messrs.  Ayres  and  Day.]  Now  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  farmers  of  this  country 
are  just  as  intelligent,  and  just  as  capable  of 
judging  what  is  right  and  proper  for  them  to  do, 
as  the  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession  hovering 
around  the  court  house. 

Mr.  JUllNSTUX.  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Wapello  [.Mr.  Gillaspy],  to 
the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr. 
Traer]  is  a  doctor,  and  not  a  lawyer,  as  1  un- 
derstand. 

Mr.  GlLLASl'V.  Then  I  will  extend  it,  and 
say  that  the  farmers  of  the  country  arc  just  as 
capable  of  judging  for  themselves  as  gentlemen 
of  the  learneil  professions  of  judging  for  tirem  ; 
just  as  capaljle  as  the  bniiicers  of  the  country  ; 
and  tiiat  certainly  will  include  the  gentleman, 
for  he  is  set  down  as  a  banker  in  our  list  of 
members.  I  say  that  the  farmers  of  this  State 
are  just  as  capable  of  judging  what  is  right  and 
proper  for  them  to  do  as  any  gentleman  sitting 
in  this  convention.  And  now  it  is  proposed,  in 
the  absence  of  a  solitary  petition,  to  overturn 
the  universal  practice. 


The  eastern  counties  have  voted  loans  for  the 
purpose  of  building  railroads  from  the  Missis- 
sippi to  the  Missouri  river,  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  same  privilege  would  be  extended 
to  the  counties  west  of  them,  and  thus  that  there 
would  finally  be  a  continuous  road  traversing 
the  entire  State.  And  for  the  convention  to  say 
to-day,  by  their  votes,  that  the  people  shall  bo 
deprived  of  that  right,  is  uncalled  for,  and,  in 
my  judgment,  it  is  wrong.  As  I  stated  upon  a 
former  occasion,  ray  county  has  already  voted 
for  one  road — and  a  very  important  road — one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  road  from  Bur- 
lington to  the  Missouri  river.  She  may  desire, 
and  I  believe  she  will  at  the  proper  time,  vote  a 
loan  to  the  Keokuk,  Fort  Des  Moines  and  Min- 
nesota Railroad.  I  think  she  may  wish  to  do 
that ;  and  I  intend,  so  far  as  my  vote  is  con- 
cerned here,  that  she  shall  have  the  right  to  do 
so  when  she  desires.  I  know  that  to-day  the 
people  of  my  county — and  we  are  most  of  us 
tax-payers  there — would  be  willing  to  vote  a 
loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  extend 
the  North  Missouri  Railroad  from  the  State  line 
to  the  town  in  which  I  reside.  I  know  they  in- 
tend to  do  it,  unless  the  wisdom  of  this  conven- 
tion should  forestall  their  action;  something 
which  I  do  not  believe  will  be  done ;  certainly  I 
hope  it  will  not.  In  contracting  debts  for  my- 
self, I  have  no  regard,  so  far  as  any  law  or  con- 
stitution is  concerned,  to  any  limit ;  and  I  hold 
that  any  county  is  just  as  capable  of  contract- 
ing a  debt  as  1  am,  or  as  any  other  individual ; 
and  they  are  just  as  responsible  for  it.  They 
will  have  to  pay  the  debt,  and  they  should  have 
the  right  and  privilege  to  contract  it  upon  all 
occasions,  and  at  all  times,  for  purposes  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  which  they  regard  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  justify  the  loan.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  ofi"ered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  will  not 
prevail. 

Jlr.  SOLOMON.  This  amendment  changes  the 
features  of  this  question.  As  prepared,  the 
amendment  was  to  limit  the  counties  to  one  hun- 
dred thousau'l  dollars.  The  amendment,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  to  limit  them  to  six  per  cent.  I 
merely  wish  to  throw  out  one  or  two  suggestions 
with  regard  to  this ;  not  that  I  have  any  fear 
that  it  will  be  adopted,  but  because  I  think  that 
justice  to  my  section  of  the  country,  my  constit- 
uents, and  also  to  myself,  require  me  to  do  so. 
This  proposition  will  change  the  nature  of  rail- 
road loans  entirely.  Now  I  ask  gentlemen 
to  consider  the  present  condition  of  the  country 
in  regard  to  that  subject.  Along  the  line  of  the 
railroad  ujion  which  1  live,  live  or  six  counties 
have  already  taken  stock.  The  county  of  Des 
Miones,  and  four  or  five  counties  west  of  it,  have 
taken  stock  in  the  railroad  from  Burlington  to 
the  Missouri.  Several  other  counties  propose  to 
take  stock.  My  own  county  has  subscribed  to 
the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  If  this  amendment  should  prevail,  the 
intermediate  counties  wo\ild  be  prevented  from 
taking  stock  to  anything  like  the  extent  to  which 
these  other  counties  have  already  taken  it.     Yet 
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these  counties  which  have  taken  stock  have  done 
so  with  the  expectation  that  the  intermediate 
counties  would  bear  the  burden  with  them,  and 
authorize  a  subscription  to  the  roads  equal  to 
their  own,  which  this  amendment  will  prevent 
them  doing. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  another  feature  in 
regard  to  the  amendment.  Although  my  coun- 
ty has  voted  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Burlington  Railroad  Company  for 
their  Railroad ;  and  although  at  the  proper  time 
her  bonds  will  issue  for  that  amount,  still  there 
is  a  condition  in  the  vote  which  amounts  to  a 
great  deal.  Mills  county  does  not  propose  at  this 
moment,  this  day,  or  next  week,  to  assume  the  is- 
suing of  her  bonds,  and  exchange  them  for 
stock  in  the  Railroad  Company,  but  they  pro- 
pose to  do  that  at  some  future  period.  She  has 
said,  as  a  condition  of  the  grant,  that  the  bonds 
shall  not  be  given  by  her  officers,  and  shall  not 
be  required  by  the  company,  until  the  road  has 
been  completed  to  the  limits  of  Mills  County. 
Now  if  you  put  this  amendment  in  force,  what 
is  the  result.  Mills  county  under  that  amend- 
ment could  not  have  voted  at  the  time  she  made 
this  loan,  for  a  loan  of  one-fourth  the  amount. 
But  I  undertake  to  say  that  when  the  time  shall 
come  for  the  issuing  of  these  bonds  by  Mills 
county,  she  will  be  authorized,  even  under  that 
amendment,  to  incur  nearly,  if  not  quite,  that 
amount  of  indebtedness.  If  the  amendment  pre- 
vails, the  other  new  counties,  which  may  wish 
to  vote  a  loan  to  this  railroad,  will  have  to  come 
within  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  amendment 
at  the  time  they  vote,  and  thus,  perhaps,  they 
may  not  be  able  to  vote  any  amount  which 
would  be  of  any  material  value  to  the  railroad 
enterprise.  If  we  impose  any  limit  at  all — and 
I  am  opposed  to  any  limitation — it  should  be 
prospective.  The  provision  should  be  so  formed 
that  the  county  should  not  go  over  and  above  a 
certain  ratio  at  the  time  the  bonds  shall  be  is- 
Bued,  if  it  is  to  be  made  equitable  at  all,  for  that 
is  the  way  these  bonds  are  voted. 

I  hope  the  amendment  will  fail  for  still 
another  consideration.  The  fact  is  that  if  there 
is  any  danger  in  assuming  this  county  indebt- 
edness, my  own  county  has  already  got  her 
head  under  the  fence,  and  I  am  opposed  to  any- 
thing which  will  leave  her  to  stand  still  where 
she  is,  and  prevent  the  other  counties  along  the 
line  from  coming  to  the  rescue. 

Again,  the  right  of  counties  hereafter  to  as- 
sume indebtedness,  and  the  right  of  the  counties 
which  have  thus  assumed  it,  are  questionable. 
The  Supreme  Court  may  decide  that  these  bonds 
will  be  illegal  and  void.  If  they  are  to  fall  at 
all,  I  wish  the  whole  of  them  to  fall  together. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  This  question  has 
been  thoroughly  discussed  once  before,  and  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
seconded,   and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  TRAER  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Clark  of  Alamakee. 


The  question  was  then  stated  upon  the  amend- 
ment as  modified,  to  add  to  section  four  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  Or  become  a  stockholder,  or  loan  its  credit 
to  any  work  of  internal  improvement  to  an 
amount  exceeding  six  per  cent,  upon  the  assess- 
ed value  of  the  taxable  property  of  such  munic- 
ipal or  political  corporation." 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
11,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

■  Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Edwards 
Ells,  Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Seely,  Skiff,  Tod- 
hunter,  Traer,  Warren  and  Wilson. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Em- 
erson, Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Harris, 
Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Solomon,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

The  question  was  stated  upon  the  report  of 
the  special  committee  as  amended. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  If  that  is  rejected 
we  recur  to  the  old  form. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  opinion  of  the 
chair. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  report  of  the  special  committee,  it  was 
rejected  ;  yeas  18,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gibson,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Price,  Skifi", 
Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Ciarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gillaspy, 
Harris,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Solomon,  Wilson 
and  Winchester. 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  that  the  convention  take 
a  recess  until  *?  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  that  the  convention  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  rejected,  upon  a 
division  ;  ayes  15,  noes  18. 

The  motion  to  take  a  recess  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TRAER.  What  is  the  position  of  the 
question? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  report  is  before  the 
convention  as  it  was  before  it  was  referred  to 
the  special  committee. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  offer  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  section  two.     To  strike  out — 

"  Corporations  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
their  property  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  in  the 
same  manner  as  natural  persons ;  and  the  lia- 
bilities, powers,  privileges,  and  duties  of  stock- 
holders in  corporations  may  be  fixed  and  de- 
fined by  law,  subject  to  the  provisions  hereof." 

And  to  insert — 

"  The  property  of  all  corporatioas  for  pecu- 
niary profit,  now  existing,  or  hereafter  created, 
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shall  forever  be  subject  to  taxation,  the  same  as 
property  of  individuals." 

I  think  it  is  -wholly  unnecessary  to  provide 
that  a  corporation  shall  sue  and  be  sued.  They 
would  bo  liable  to  that  without  this  provision. 
It  is  that  which  constitutes  the  very  life  of  a 
corporation.  And  so  with  regard  to  the  latter 
clause  of  the  section  ;  it  is  merely  providing  for 
something  which  would  exist  without  it. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  We  are  just  commencing  to 
amend  this  article  ;  it  is  late  ;  and  I  move  that 
the  convention  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  rejected  ;  ayes  15,  noes  18. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  this  subject  of  in- 
corporations be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Friday  morning.  I  am  not 
now  prepared  to  vote  upon  the  subject.  It  has 
been  some  time  since  the  article  has  been  before 
us  in  this  form,  and  my  copy  of  the  report  has 
been  taken  from  my  table. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakeo.  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  GILLASPY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
•which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  it  was 
not  agreed  to;  yeas  17,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards,  Emerson,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Skitf,  Solomon,  Traer  and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Patterson,  Todhunter,  Warren,  Wilson 
and  Winchester. 

The  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Wilson's 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  find  in  the  old 
constitution  a  provision  similar  to  that  of  the 
Becond  clause  of  this  section  proposed  to  be 
amended,  leaving  it  to  the  legislature  to  define 
the  liabilities,  powers,  privileges,  and  duties  of 
Btockholdcrs.  The  old  constitution  provides 
that — 

"  The  stockholders  shall  bo  subject  to  such 
liabilities  and  restrictions  as  shall  be  provided 
by  law." 

With  regard  to  the  portion  of  the  section  pre- 
scribing that  corporations  may  sue  and  be  sued, 
the  gentleman  will  find  it  in  nearly  every 
other  State  constitution — and  it  grows  out  of 
this — not  that  they  cannot  sue  and  bo  sued  with- 
out this,  but  because  the  Legislature  will  grant 
them  certain  privileges,  and  we  must  guard 
against  any  corporation  becoming  Independent 
of  the  constitution.  I  am  in  favor  of  keeping 
that  section  exactly  where  it  stands. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  it  was  re- 
jected, upon  a  division;  ayes  7,  noes  11. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  sub- 
stitute the  amendment  which  I  send  to  the  chair 
for  section  six  to  section  seventeen  inclusive  ; 
and  upon  that  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  inquire 
whether  this  has  been  before  the  convention 
heretofore. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  think  not,  sir. 
It  was  in  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  the  impression  of  the 
chair  that  it  has  been  ;  and  if  so,  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr,  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  the  Secretary 
will  look  at  the  minutes,  and  finds  that  I  am 
right  upon  the  record,  lam  satisfied. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  moved  that  the  convention 
adjourn. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  motion  to  adjourn,  it  resulted — yeas 
21,  nays  11 — as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards,  Emerson,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  HoUings- 
wortb,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Sol- 
omon, Todhunter  and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Harris,  Marvin,  Traer,  AYarren,  Wilson 
and  Winchester. 

The  convention  accordingly  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 


TuvR3:->AY,  February  26th,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  as  the  select 
committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  journal  of 
the  debates : 

Messrs.  Winchester,  Hall  and  Todhunter. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  olfer  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"Rcsohu'J,  That  this  convention  meet  each 
evening  at  seven  o'clock,  in  addition  to  the  reg- 
ular sessions,  during  tlie  remainder  of  the  sit- 
ting of  the  convention." 

I  believe  that  under  the  rule  that  resolution 
will  be  required  to  lay  over  for  one  day.  My  ob- 
ject in  ofl'erlng  it  is  to  expedite  the  business  of 
this  convention.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  busi- 
ness on  hand,  and  the  time  of  adjournment  is 
near  at  hand.  But  a  few  days  remain.  It  strikes 
mo  that  it  would  v«ry  materially  aid  in  expedi- 
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ting  the  business  of  the  convention  for  us  to 
have  evening  sessions.  We  should  probably  ac- 
complish as  much  in  the  evening  as  in  half  a 
day.  In  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  conven- 
tion upon  that  subject,  and  to  learn  whether 
they  are  willing  to  make  such  an  arrangement, 
as  laying  the  resolution  over  would  necessarily 
retard  its  operation  one  day,  I  move  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  that  it  may  be  read  the  second 
time  now. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  ii  not  un- 
der consideration  unless  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  object ;  I  could  not  come  in 
the  evening  in  the  present  state  of  my  health. 

School  Fund. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution: 

"  Resolved,  That  a  select  committee,  consist- 
ing of  three  members,  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  an  additional 
section  to  the  article  upon  education  and  school 
lands,  providing  for  the  proper  disposition  and 
investment  of  the  permanent  school  fund." 

At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  I  offered  a 
resolution,  calling  the  attention  of  the  committee 
on  the  school  lands  to  this  subject.  Their  re- 
port has  come  in  without  any  provision  with 
regard  to  the  permanent  school  fund.  The 
members  of  the  committee  inform  me  that  they 
are  all  in  favor  of  some  permanent  investment 
of  this  fund,  and  desire  that  the  subject  should 
come  up  as  an  amendment  to  their  report.  I 
drew  up  such  an  amendment  and  presented  it  to 
several  members  ;  but  I  found  that  while  they 
all  agreed  witlx  regard  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  making  an  invest- 
ment, there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  details.  At  the  suggestion  of  some  gentle- 
men yesterday,  I  offer  this  resolution  this  morn- 
ing, that  we  may  have  the  whole  matter  inves- 
tigated and  a  section  reported.  I  think  if  the 
resolution  should  be  at  once  adopted,  the  com- 
mittee could  put  an  amendment  into  shape  to- 
day to  be  presented  when  the  subject  comes  up. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs.  Johnston, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  and  Clark  of  Alamakee. 

The  special  order  for  the  day  was  the  report 
of  the  standing  committee  on  education  and 
school  lands,  as  amended  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Incorporations, 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  the 
special  order  for  this  morning  be  laid  upon  the 
table  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  ar- 
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tide  on  incorporations.     I  wish   to   have  that 
finished  and  out  of  the  way. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  yesterday  by 
which  the  convention  refused  to  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  special  committee  on  incorpora- 
tions. I  find  a  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  the  report  now  pending  before  the 
convention,  to  hold  this  convention  to  that  re- 
port as  it  now  stands.  With  that  I  am  not  sat- 
isfied. If  I  had  been  satisfied  with  that  report, 
I  should  not  have  moved  its  reference  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  I  voted  for  some  things  in  that 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  along  with  its  friends, 
in  order  to  amend  it  finally  and  to  bring  it  near- 
er to  my  views.  I  find  that  that  would  be  use- 
less to  attempt.  I  find  upon  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  the  report  of  the  special  committee, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  disposition  to  compromise. 
The  friends  of  that  report  have  yielded  one 
point  for  which  I  have  contended  ever  since  the 
question  came  into  the  convention,  that  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  appeal.  That  point  was 
yielded,  and  that  amendment  placed  in  the  re- 
port yesterday,  in  relation  to  stock  banks,  meets 
my  views  nearer  than  the  corresponding  section 
in  the  report  now  before  the  convention.  As 
I  understand  that  the  friends  of  that  report  are 
willing  that  it  should  be  modified  in  another  re- 
spect, and  as  I  find  that  there  is  a  greater  dis- 
position upon  their  part  to  yield  and  allow  it  to 
be  put  into  a  proper  shape,  I  move  to  recons  der 
the  vote  rejecting  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee yesterday. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Henry.  It  is  well  known 
that  at  the  time  there  was  a  motion  made 
here  that  the  report  of  the  standing  committee 
on  incorporations  should  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  I  opposed  the  resolution.  We  had 
had  more  discussion,  and  more  careful  examina- 
tion of  that  report  than  of  any  report  which 
had  been  before  the  convention.  Every  section 
was  critically  examined.  Every  amendment 
was  duly  weighed  and  discussed.  And  this 
Convention  deliberately  passed  upon  each  sec- 
tion of  that  report.  Nearly  every  amendm  ent 
that  was  adopted,  was  carried  by  a  large  major- 
ity. There  was  not  a  single  section  which  the 
gentleman  could  put  his  finger  upon,  which 
was  not  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of  this 
body.  If  this  is  to  be  sanctioned,  that  because 
members  do  not  have  all  their  ideas  and  favor- 
ite plans  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  they  must 
have  special  committees,  to  make  special  re- 
ports, and  to  strike  out  half  the  work  of  the 
whole  body,  and  if  we  are  to  accept  of  their 
action,  I  say  that  it  is  time  we  should  know  it. 
It  certainly  is  a  most  singular  proceeding.  Are 
we  here  like  a  parcel  of  boys,  to  build  cob- 
houses  to-day  and  to  tear  them  down  to-mor- 
row? Did  we  not  go  through  and  complete 
this?  Was  not  all  the  work  done  up  to  enroll- 
ing, when  the  special  committee  was  sprung 
upon  the  body,  and  adopted  by  a  majority  of 
one  vote? 
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The   select  committee   vent  to  work.     They 
come  in  here  with  their  report;   and  what    docs 
that  report  say?     It  says    that   eleven  of  those 
eections  which  passed  this  Convention  after  full 
discussion,  and  by  large   majorities,  are  useless 
in  the  Constitution  nud  should  be  thrown  aside. 
"What  were  those  useless   sections'     They   were 
the  very  vital  parts  of  the  article,  the  very  sec- 
tions on  which  we  had  the  most  exciting  discus- 
sion, and  which  we  adopted  by  the  largest  ma- 
jorities.    Those  sections  this  select   committee 
struck  out.     They  report  to  us  Tery  nearly  the 
same  article  which  we  sent  to  them,  except  that 
they  left  out  some  of  it.     I  was  in  favor  of  erery 
restriction  contained  in  the  report  of  the  major- 
ity of  that    comaiittee.      I    said    then    that   I 
would  go  as  far  as  he  who  dared  to  go  farthest, 
in    placing    restrictions  upon    the   powers    of 
banking  corporations  under  our  law.    That  was 
mv  position.     And  when  the  special   committee 
ask  us  to  take  less  without  giving  any  reasons, 
without  telling  us  wherein  their  report  is  supe- 
rior to    that    of  the   majority    of  the    standing 
committee  which    h  d   been    offered    upon    this 
plan,  when  they  do  not   say   that   a  single  sec- 
tion  is   wrong   and    ought  to    be  thrown  out,  I 
claim  the  right  to  prefer   and  to    stand  by  the 
work  sanctioned  here  by   the    majority    of  this 
body.     I  had  no  objection  to    the   report  of  the 
select  committee  so  for  as  it  went.     But  let  me 
ask  the  gentleman   if  he  was  satisfied.     I  think 
that  report  came  to  ns  with  his  solemn  protest 
appended,  that  he   did  not  concur  in  it.     It  is 
not  for  me  to    ask  the    gentleman    how   far  he 
concurred  in  it,  or  how  much  further  than  that 
he  would  have    preferred    to    go.     But  I  d    de- 
liberately ask  this  body,  whether,   after  having 
gone  over  the  report   of  the  Committee  on   In- 
corporations,   and  after    having  made    amend- 
ments to  it,  passing  section  after   section  of  it, 
after  comparing  views  and  ascertaining  so  fully 
what   the    majurity    really    wanted,    and    then 
looking  at  the  report  showing  us  what  it  is  that 
the    majority    of    the   select   committee   desire, 
they  will  concur   in   the   report   of  that  select 
committee.     And   I  ask    if  under  such  circum- 
stances I  was  not  justifiable  in  voting  to  go  back 
to  our  own  work  as  it  went  to  the  committee. 
That  committee  could  not  agree  any  better  than 
yte  did. 

What  is  it  that  gentlemen  want  to  do  here? 
They  want  us  to  give  up  this  work,  and  go  back 
and  take  up  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee.  In  that  minority  report  they  have 
left  out  this  amendment  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson  (Mr.  Chirke.)  The  nintli  section 
read  as  first  reported: 

"Sec.  0.  The  general  assembly  may  also  char- 
ter a  .State  bank  with  branches,  to  be  founded 
upon  actual  specie  basis,  or  upon  stocks  as  au- 
thorized iu  the  seventh  section,  or  both." 

A  largo  majority,  upon  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  decided  to  allow  the  State 
Bank  to  use  the  same  kind  of  stock  as  a  basis 
which  it  had  specified  and  required  should  be 
used  under  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State. 


Then  here  is  this  wonderful  eleventh  section 
about  which  I  c  re  very  little,  and  yet  which  is 
sanctioned  by  the  constitution  of  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union,  and  which  is  sanctioned  by 
both  reports  of  the  committee  on  the  school 
funds  and  school  lands.  But  this  comes  in 
without  that  section,  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
legislature  to  adopt  guards  and  checks.  The 
ele^enth  section  provides: 

"Sec.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  in  case  of  its  passing  either  or 
both  of  the  oanking  laws  herein  provided,  to 
provide  also  such  other  restrictions,  and  fixsuch 
other  liabilities,  and  adopt  such  other  guards 
and  checks  as  shall  be  conducive  to  prevent 
frauds  on  the  part  of  banking  institutions,  its 
officers  and  directors,  and  to  secure  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  a  safe  and  reliable  currency." 
To  go  back  and  look  over  the  reports  we  find 
that  the  first  section  has  been  changed  \  ery  lit- 
tle. The  second  section,  providing  that  corpo- 
rations may  sue  and  be  sued,  has  been  voted  up- 
on, and  a  majority  of  this  body  have  voted  in 
favor  of  it  again.  That  they  have  left  out  of 
their  report.     Let  us  go  on  to  section  five  : 

"Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  by  law  for  the  restraint  of 
municipal  and  political  corporations  in  regard 
to  assessments,  taxations,  borrowing  money, 
coutracting  debts,  issuing  bonds,  and  loaning 
their  credit,  so  as  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
unnecessary  burdens  and  undue  taxations  and 
frauds." 

This  section  is  borrowed,  almost  verbatim, 
from  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
It  occurs  in  the  constitutions  of  many  of  the 
other  States.  In  the  sixth  section  the  Commit- 
tee makes  a  little  alteration.  The  se\enth.-ec- 
tion,  which  characterizes  the  stocks  to  be  used 
as  a  basis,  &c.,  is  stricken  out  entirely.  The 
eighth  section,  providing  for  the  individual  lia- 
bility of  stockholders,  is  also  stricken  out.  Now 
I  ask  if  there  are  not  a  large  majority  upon  this 
floor  in  favor  of  those  sections?  From  the  ninth 
section,  as  I  have  already  stated,  they  have 
stricken  the  amendment  oft'ered  by  tlic  gentleman 
from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  and  adopted  by  the 
Convtntion.  The  eleventh  section,  prov'ding 
for  checks  and  guards  against  fraud,  adopted  by 
a  large  m.ajority,  they  have  stricken  out.  Tho 
twelfth  section,  for  the  security  of  the  bill-hold- 
ers of  an  insolvent  bank,  and  discussed  very 
freely  here,  and  which  was  adopted  here  by  a 
large  majority,  is  left  out.  The  thirteenth  sec- 
tion, forbidding  the  susncnsion  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  any  banking  institution,  is  left  out. 
And  thus  they  have  gone  on  with  the  work  of 
demolition. 

It  is  far  easier  to  tear  down  than  to  build  up. 
When  gentlemen  undertake  to  strike  out  section 
after  section  of  an  article  because  they  cannot 
see  the  necessity  for  them,  I  think  it  would  be 
better  for  them  to  gain  a  little  by  experience.  I 
tell  you,  sir,  that  these  provisions  have  every 
one  of  them  grown  into  the  Constitutions  of 
other  States  as  tho  results   ot  experience  and 
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practice.  Look  at  the  legislation  in  Illinois. 
You  find  that  the  General  Assembly  have  just 
been  to  work  to  patch  up  something  to  supply 
this  very  want  in  their  own  constitution.  In 
their  constitution  you  will  find  thct  they  have 
made  very  little  provision  for  any  security.  The 
gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  did  not 
wish  to  provide  that  the  law  should  go  to  the 
people  to  be  voted  upon  ;  for  the  Legislature 
that  made  the  laws  passed  them  and  submitted 
them  to  the  people,  and  the  people  sanctions 
them;  and  yet  they  afforded  no  security.  I  wish 
to  read,  from  the  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  of 
February  21,  an  article  on  this  subject : 

"Mr  Dunhaji's  Bank  Bill — Its  Effect  on 
THE  Currency  op  the  State. — The  anticipated 
passage  of  Mr.  Dunham's  radical  amendment!:  to 
the  general  banking  law,  had  a  very  salutary 
effect  upon  the  rag-moving  machines  which 
■were  at  the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, deluging  the  country  with  their  issues. 
The  owners  and  engineers  of  too  many  of  these, 
secure  in  the  confidence  which  the  people  re- 
posed in  the  banking  system  which  they  had 
adopted,  had  gone  systematically  to  work  to 
evade,  if  not  practically  defy,  the  law  by  which 
banks  of  issue  were  sanctioned.  Without  real 
capital  above  the  few  thousands  of  dollars  which 
were  necessary  to  pay  for  the  printing  of  their 
notes,  and  discharge  the  other  small  expenses 
incident  to  the  business,  they  had  borrowed  in 
New  York  the  bonds  upon  which  their  issues 
were  based  and  by  which  they  were  secured,  and 
had  at  once,  without  care  for  the  way  in  which 
those  issues  were  to  be  redeemed,  bent  all  their 
efforts  to  get  circulation,  confident  that,  under 
the  absurd  decision  of  the  late  Auditor — a  deci- 
sion persisted  in,  contrary  to  light  and  knowl- 
edge— they  could  stave  off  redemption  indefinite- 
ly, or  until  their  expected  profits  would  enable 
them  to  satisfy  the  public.  Mr.  Dunham's  bill 
fell  among  these  like  a  bomb  shell.  A  few  of 
them  gave  up  the  ghost  at  once ;  like  Captain 
Scott's  coon,  they  came  down  before  tue  piece 
was  fired.  Their  currency  began  to  pour  into 
the  Auditor's  ofiice  at  the  rate  of  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars  a  month,  and  liquidation  was 
the  only  talk.  This,  remember,  was  before  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  What  effect  the  law  itself 
will  have,  we  will  now  consider : 

"1.  Banks  that  have  commenced  operations 
without  real  capital,  depending  upon  their  abil- 
ity to  comply  with  the  law,  by  redeeming  their 
issues  in  new  silver  coin,  one  dollar  at  a  time, 
will  of  necessity  be  compelled  to  withdraw  their 
circulation  and  wind  up  their  afi"airs.  Of  these 
there  are  more  than  we,  and  the  public  through 
us,  have  heretofore  believed.  Many  of  these 
have  no  local  hbi  ation — only  a  name.  Their 
notes,  sent  out  from  Wall  street  with  their  Mis- 
souri or  Virginia  bonds,  have  been  signed  in 
Springfield  by  a  Cashier  and  President  picked 
up  for  that  service,  and  though  nominally  doing 
business  in  towns  in  Egypt,  have  no  places 
where  their  issues  can  be  presented  and  redeem- 
ed.    We  say  it  upon   good  authority  when  we 


assure  the  bill-holders  that  these  institutions 
will  receive  no  mercy  from  the  Auditor  and 
Bank  Commissioners  now  in  power.  These  of- 
ficers have  determined  that  the  law  for  all  such, 
shall  be  riij^idly  eufoiced,  and  that,  if  discrimi- 
nation, within  the  law,  is  to  be  made,  it  shall  be 
in  favor  of  those  banks  which  are  honestly  do- 
ing business  in  accessible  places  and  with  a  show 
of  capital. 

"2.  Banks  bottomed  on  something  more  than 
bonds  and  immunity  from  the  demands  of  trou- 
blesome customers  who  would persistin  wanting 
specie,  will  hereafter  limit  their  issues  to  an 
amount  consistent  with  their  ability  to  redeem. 
Even  these  have,  until  now,  used  their  circula- 
tion as  the  principal  source  of  profit,  neglecting 
to  a  great  extent,  the  legitimate  offices  of  bank- 
ing institutions;  hence  it  has  been  their  policy, 
also,  to  push  their  issues  to  the  uttermost.  The 
necessity  which  now  exists,  when  their  notes  are 
presented  for  redemption,  without  delay  and  in 
legal  coin  (not  new  silver,  except  in  sums  of  five 
dollars  and  less,)  will  compel  them  to  the  exer- 
cise of  greater  care  in  shoving  out  their  promises 
to  pay.  Contraction  will  only  make  them 
stronger;  and  if  they  can  demonstrate  their 
ability  to  pay  their  obligations  when  pay  is  de- 
manded, they  will  rise  higher  and  higher  in  the 
estimation  of  those  upon  whom  they  depend  for 
support. 

"  3.  It  is  certain  from  the  facts  stated  above, 
that  the  amount  of  Illinois  currency  will  be 
greatly  reduced,  and  that  with  little  delay.  How 
great  the  reduction  will  be,  cannot  now  be  told, 
because  there  are  none  who  know  the  exact 
condition  of  the  banks.  Some  men  who  think 
they  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  say  that  every 
bank  in  the  State  will  be  closed  ;  but  this  is  to 
assume  that  all  are  doing  business  on  a  fictitious 
and  an  unsubstantial  basis,  which  certainly  is 
not  true.  If  between  the  banks  which  have  no 
capital,  and  those  that  are  compelled  to  use  their 
capital  more  cautiously,  the  currency  is  reduced 
a  half  in  amount — from  six  millions  to  three 
millions — the  reduction  will  be  greater  than  that 
designed  or  contemplated  by  those  who  framed 
the  amendments  which  have  just  been  incorpo- 
rated in  the  banking  law. 

"  4.  After  the  excitement  of  the  day  is  over 
and  the  banks  become  reconciled  to  the  state  of 
things  now  existing,  Illinois  currency,  though 
its  amount  may  be  lessened,  will  be  wonderfully 
improved  in  all  the  qualities  which  give  value 
to  paper  money.  One  of  the  principal  objec- 
tions urged  against  Mr.  Dunham's  measure  was 
this:  If  we  compel  our  banks  to  do  what  the 
banks  of  New  York  and  New  England  do,  we 
place  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  brokers.  The 
objection  is  a  fallacy  and  will  be  so  proved  ;  be- 
cause when  bank  paper  here  becomes  what  bank 
paper  is  in  the  older  States,  the  fear  of  brokers 
is  at  an  end ;  currency  is  so  near  to  specie  in 
value  that  the  difference  between  coin  and  notes 
offers  brokers  no  reward  for  the  risk  assumed, 
and  interest  of  money  lost  in  harrassing  banks 
for  coin.     It  is  only  when  currency  is  permitted 
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to  depreciate  that  there  i3  danger  of  the  banks  , 
issuing  it  being  called  upon  to  bear  a  continuous 
run. 

"  5.  Parties  who  have  until  now  refused  to  go  ! 
into  banking,  under  the  general  law,  because  of 
the  ruinous  conipetitioa  to  which  they  would  be 
exposed  from  men  who  had  everything  to  gain 
and  nothing  to  lose,  are  already  making  ar- 
rangements to  organize  banks  of  issue.  But 
few  now  institutions  will  be  put  in  operation, 
but  many  of  those  now  existing  will  change 
hands. 

*'  So  far  as  we  can  now  judge  from  the  ex- 
pressed opiuion  of  the  best  financiers  of  the 
State,  there  is  little  cause  to  apprehend  any  se- 
rious derangement  of  business  from  the  work- 
ing of  the  amended  law.  If  it  has  no  other  effect 
than  to  root  out  the  red-dog  and  wild-cats  that 
have  obtained  a  foot-hold  in  the  State,  the  labor 
of  the  Illinois  Legislature  will  not  have  been  in 
vain.  But  it  will  do  more.  It  will,  if  honestly 
administered,  according  to  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  its  framers,  put  Illinois  currency  on  a 
level  with  that  of  the  best  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, both  at  home  and  abroad,  if  its  security  is 
considered.  To  warrant  its  instant  and  cheap 
convertibility,  the  legislature  has  yet  another 
step  to  take.  In  another  column  we  publish  the 
amendments  to  the  Banking  Law,  effected 
through  the  labors  of  Mr.  Dunham,  to  whom 
the  public  are  deeply  indebted  for  the  passage  of 
this  excellent  and  much  needed  law." 

In  another  column  of  the  same  paper  we  find 
these  amendments.  Now  what  are  these  won- 
derful amendments  to  the  banking  law  ?  One 
makes  it  compulsory  upon  them  to  redeem  their 
paper  in  specie.  Another  is  that  you  may  go 
there  and  produce  their  notes  in  the  bulk,  and 
not  each  individual  one,  and  they  must  be  re- 
deemed. This  amendment  with  regard  to  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  we  have 
incorporated  in  this  article,  but  which  has  been 
left  out  by  the  special  committee,  would  have 
saved  Illinois  all  this  trouble.  Yet  after  the  re- 
port of  the  standing  committee  had  been  acted 
upon  by  this  body,  and  the  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  the  large  majority  had  been  put  upon 
record,  the  special  committee  coolly  take  their 
pen  and  draw  it  over  nine  or  ten  sections  of  ihat 
article  upon  which  we  had  agreed. 

Then  the  committee  go  on  and  incorporate  the 
substance  of  sections  sixteen  and  seventeen  in 
their  report,  and  strike  out  the  eiglucenth, 
■whic  1  is  this  : 

"  Sec.  18.  No  corporation  shall  hold  any  real 
estate  hereafter  acquired,  for  a  period  longer 
than  twenty-five  years,  except  such  real  estate 
as  shall  bo  actually  occupied  by  such  corpora- 
tion in  the  actual  exercise  of  its  franchise,  but 
the  same  shall  escheat  to  the  State  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  school  fund." 

If  the  gentlemen  upon  that  committee  will 
give  any  reasons  for  leaving  out  that  eighteenth 
eectioM,  when  the  matter  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed  here,  and  when   it    is   known    that    the 


same  provision  is  incorporated  into  other  con- 
stitutions, which  will  commend  themselves  to 
the  good  sense  of  members  of  the  convention,  I 
should  like  to  hear  those  reasons.  Everybody 
understood  when  we  were  discussing  that,  what 
was  the  object  of  it.  It  is  to  prevent  a  corpora- 
tion from  holding  large  quantities  of  real  estate, 
and  keeping  them  for  a  series  of  years  for  spec- 
ulating purposes. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  will  inquire  whether  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  exceeded  his  fifteen  minutes. 
These  matters  have  all  been  discussed  before, 
and  gentlemen  have  made  these  same  speeches. 
I  must  object  to  the  gentleman^going  on  beyond 
his  fifteen  minutes. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  notify  the 
gentleman  when  his  fifteen  minutes  have  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Then  we  come  to 
the  twentieth  section : 

"Sec.  20.  The  word  corporation,  as  used  in 
this  article,  may  be  construed  to  mean  any  in- 
dividual, association,  or  company,  having  or  en- 
joying rights  and  privileges  through  provisions 
of  law  not  possessed  by  every  individual  or 
partnership." 

This  section  shows  what  we  mean  by  a  corpo- 
ration. You  have  only  to  inquire  whether  a 
certain  individual,  association,  or  company,  en- 
joys these  special  rights  and  privileges,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  they  are  corporations  or 
not  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  gone  through  with  the  principal 
sections  left  out  by  the  special  committee,  every 
one  of  which  had  been  voted  upon,  and  carried 
by  a  large  majority  of  this  convention.  For  the 
life  of  me  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  go  back 
to  reconsider  our  vote  by  which  we  refused  to 
concur  in  the  report  of  the  special  committee, 
in  order  to  take  up  that  report,  and  go  over  all 
this  ground  again.  I  ask  gentlemen  here  what 
they  are  to  gain  by  it.  Unless  somebody  spring 
the  previous  question,  so  as  to  cut  oft'  all  amend- 
ments, every  one  of  these  sections  has  its  friends 
here  who  will  move  it  as  an  amendment  to  tlie 
report  of  the  special  committee,  and  it  will  bo 
adopted.  There  is  nothing  to  gain ;  but  there 
maybe  something  to  lose,  for  if  one  of  these 
sections  is  lost,  the  majority  of  the  convention 
are  really  deprived  of  the  opjiortunity  of  expres- 
sing their  opinions,  and  carrying  out  their 
wishes  with  regard  to  this  law.  Gentlemen  say 
that  there  are  some  amendments  wanted.  There 
is  one  that  I  want  as  much  as  anybody.  And 
it  is  the  very  one  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Jefferson.  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  But  I 
would  reach  it  in  the  usual  wnj-.  Let  the  mo- 
tion be  made  to  refer  this  article  to  the  standing 
committee  with  instructions  to  report  that 
amendment,  and  of  course  it  will  be  done.  The 
gentleman  from  Lee  [Mr.  Johnston,]  wanted  an 
amendment  made  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  education.  I  thought  nt  the  time  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  referred  it  to  the  stand- 
ing committee  with  positive  instructions,  for  if 
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that  had  beea  agreed  to,  they  would  undoubt- 
edly have  complied.  But  he  moved  as  he  had  a 
right  to  do,  a  reference  to  a  select  committee. 
So  with  regard  to  this  matter,  a  motion  can  be 
made  to  refer  with  instructions — 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  fifteen 
minutes  had  expired. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  voted  against  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  special  committee ;  and  I 
did  so  because  I  thought  that  after  the  conven- 
tion had  made  all  these  amendments,  I  could  not 
strike  out  in  that  summary  manner  so  much 
that  they  thought  necessary.  But  I  intend  for 
one  to  vote  in  favor  of  reconsideration,  believing 
that  we  can  amend  this  report  better  than  to 
take  the  old  one.  I  see  that  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  very  nearly  agree  with  ray  own  with 
regard  to  the  amendments  necessary  to  be 
adopted.  If  we  take  the  old  report,  we  cannot 
amend  it  without  referring  it  to  another  com- 
mittee. As  a  member  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  incorporations,  I  feel  perfectly  willing 
that  this  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  consid- 
ered as  if  it  had  been  referred.  I  have  no  feel- 
ing with  regard  to  the  matter.  When  this  re- 
port was  returned  to  the  convention  before,  it 
was  so  changed  that  its  followers  did  not  know 
it ;  and  perhaps  it  might  share  a  similar  fate  if 
it  were  to  be  referred  again.  I  came  here  with 
no  expectation  of  getting  such  a  constitution  as 
I  wanted  in  every  respect.  I  expected  to  make 
concessions,  and  to  yield  much  that  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  adopted.  But  when  this  report  came 
in  I  was  surprised  to  find  it  such  a  system,  as  I 
never  supposed  that  the  majority  of  the  special 
committee  would  report.  I  look  upon  it  as 
being,  in  the  western  phrase,  a  wild-cat  system, 
with  no  restrictions  at  all.  I  am  in  favor  of  re- 
strictions. I  do  not  wish  the  legislature  to  have 
full  power  to  create  banks  without  any  restric- 
tions whatever.  I  wish  to  reconsider  for 
the  very  purpose  of  placing  in  these  restric- 
tions, those  that  I  think  it  important  to  insert. 
But  without  those  amendments  I  cannot  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  that  report.  If  we  refuse  to 
reconsider  we  have  no  resoucre  but  to  refer  the 
report,  as  it  passed  in  the  convention,  to  the 
same  committee,  or  to  a  select  committee  again. 
This  is  a  round-about  way  of  amending  it  which 
I  wish  to  avoid.  We  shall  attain  what  we  wish 
in  much  less  time  if  we  take  up  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  and  amend  it  as  the 
majority  of  the  convention  wish  to  do.  Enter- 
taining these  views,  I  shall  cheerfully  vote  to 
reconsider;  and  I  hope  the  majority  will  agree 
to  reconsider  the  vote,  amend  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  by  putting  in  all  these  neces- 
sary guards  and  restrictions,  and  then  adopt  it. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  believe  I  voted  yes- 
terday with  the  majority  upon  this  question.  I 
intended  to  make  the  same  motion  this  morn- 
ing which  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr. 
Wilson]  has  made,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
convention  an  opportunity  of  adopting  this  re- 
port and  disposing  of  the  subject  at  once.  As 
the   gentleman   from   Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  has 


said,  this  question  has  been  discussed  fully,  pro 
and  con^  for  six  or  eight  days,  during  this  ses- 
sion. 1  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  fur- 
ther discussion  upon  this  motion,  and  I  there- 
fore move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  Will  sustaining  the  pre- 
vious question  now,  cut  off  amendment  of  the 
report  afterward  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  main  question  now  is 
upon  cutting  off  debate  upon  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  And  would  that  affect 
the  report,  after  reconsideration  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.     Not  at  all. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  upon  a 
division  ;  ayes  19,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  understand  that 
the  previous  question  was  moved  yesterday  upon 
concurring.  What  will  be  the  efl'ect  of  that,  if 
we  go  back  and  take  up  that  report?  V/ill  that 
still  be  in  force  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  consider 
this  vote  as  equivalent  to  removing  the  restric- 
tion imposed  by  the  action  of  the  convention 
yesterday  in  sustaining  the  previous  question. 
If  this  motion  prevails,  it  will  remove  that  re- 
striction. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  motion  to  reconsider,  it  wp,s  agreed 
to  ;  yeas  24,  nays  11,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gibson,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester, 
and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke,  of  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gillaspy, 
Harris,  Palmer,  Peters  and  Robinson. 

The  question  was  stated  upon  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  as  amended,  the  report  be- 
ing, in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  still  open  to 
amendment. 

Banking  Corporations. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  that  the  following  sec- 
tion be  inserted  after  section  six: 

"  Sec.  7.  If  a  State  Bank  be  established,  the 
branches  shall  be  mutually  responsible  for  each 
other's  liabilities  upon  all  paper  credit  issued 
as  money,  and  such  banks  shall  be  founded  up- 
on an  actual  specie  basis." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Liability  of  Stockholders. 

Mr.  PAKVIN  moved  to  add  the  following  sec- 
tion: 

"  Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  corporation 
or  institution  shall  be  individually  responsible 
and  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held,  to  an 
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amount  equal  to  his  or  her  respective  shares  so 
held,  for  all  of  its  liabilities." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  wliich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamukee,  moved  to  amend 
the  section  by  adding — 

"  And  in  all  cases  where  its  stock  shall  be 
transferred,  the  liability  of  the  transferer  shall 
not  cease." 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  to 
adopt  the  more  common  term,  "assignor." 

.Mr.  CLAKK,  of  Alamakee,  accepted  the  mod- 
ific;ition. 

Mr.  PAL.MER.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  amendment  by  adding  the  remainder 
of  the  section  as  it  stood  before,  as  follows  : 

"Xor  shall  the  liability  of  the  assignee  com- 
mence until  the  expiration  of  six  months  after 
such  transfer  shall  have  been  duly  recorded,  as 
provided  for  by  law.'' 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  accepted  that  mod- 
ification also,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  his  amendment  as  modified,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
apon  the  amendment,  it  was  not  agreed  to; 
yeas  17,  nays  IS,  as  follows: 

Yeas — ^iessrs.  Ayres,  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke,  ol  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Harris,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Peters,  Price, 
Robinson,  Scott,  Seely  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke, 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gowcr,  Gray,  Hall,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Jolinston,  Patterson,  Skiff,  Tod- 
huuter,  Traer,  Warreu,  Wilson,  Winchester  and 
Young. 

Mr.  EMERSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

"The  officers  and  stockholders  of  every  cor- 
poration or  association  for  banking  purposes, 
issuing  bank  notes  or  paper  credit  to  tirculate 
as  money,  shall  be  individually  liable  during 
the  time  of  their  being  officers  or  stockholders 
of  such  corporation  or  association." 

I  came  here,  as  I  have  remarked  before,  6p- 
posed  10  any  alteration  of  our  constitution  with 
reference  to  the  subject  of  banking.  I  am 
aware  that  in  the  State  of  Iowa  much  has  been 
said  about  it,  and  that  a  number  of  our  citizens, 
probably  a  luajoriiy,  are  in  fuvor  of,  what  has 
been  termed,  a  "safe  banking  system."  I  ap- 
peal to  this  convention,  and  ask  whether  any 
gculleman  upon  this  (ir)or  has  ix'en  instructed 
by  his  constituents,  or  has  heard  the  first  word 
anywhere  in  favor  of  any  other  than  a  safe  sys- 
tem of  banking,  in  the  State  of  Iowa?  That 
safe  system  has  been  advocated  in  contradis- 
tinction from  the  wild-cat  and  reddog  system. 
How  are  we  to  gel  a  safe  system  of  banking? 
How  arc  we  to  improve  n[)on  this  wild-cat  sys- 
tem? What  mode  have  gentlemen  laid  down 
here  by  which  we  are  to  escape  that  gulf  of 


wild-cats  and  red-dogs?  We  are  very  pleas- 
antly told  here,  that  the  way  to  do  it  is — what? 
Just  to  refer  it  to  that  very  body  which  has  cre- 
ated all  the  wild-cats  and  red-dogs  that  have 
ever  existed — the  Legislature.  We  are  told  that 
if  we  undertake  to  throw  restrictions  around 
the  banking  system  which  are  calculated  to 
force  men  to  be  honest,  you  destroy  the  system, 
for  you  will  get  nobody  to  bank  !  A  very  pretty 
commentary  upon  banking  in  Iowa. 

Yes,  sir;  gentlemen  come  forward  and  fore- 
warn us  that  if  we  surround  the  system  with 
such  safeguards  as  will  make  men  honest  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  bankers,  we 
shall  destroy  the  system  1  AVhat  is  the  infer- 
ence ?  In  order  to  have  banking,  we  must  give 
men  an  opportunity  to  rob  !  Otherwise,  they 
will  not  bank  at  all.  By  that  means  are  we — 
the  people  of  Iowa — to  obtain  a  "  safe  banking 
system." 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  consider,  for  a  moment,  in 
what  State  of  this  Union,  or  in  what  territory, 
has  not  the  legislature  governed  and  given  char- 
ters and  privileges  to  its  banks?  What  is  the 
manufactory  which  has  created  all  these  wild- 
cat systems?  It  has  been  the  legislature  of  the 
different  States  and  territories,  unbridled  and 
unchecked.  Yet,  sir,  the  legislature  of  Iowa  is 
to  give  us  a  safe  and  sound  banking  system  I 
Strange  doctrine.  Strange  at  this  day,  and  in 
this  place,  indeed,  to  me. 

It  has  been  said  and  generally  believed,  that 
banking  is  a  profitable  business.  When  is  it 
profitable?  If  it  is  profitable  when  honestly  con- 
ducted, why  need  gentlemen  shudder  at  throw- 
ing these  guards  and  restrictions  around  the 
banks,  which  shall  make  them  honest,  although 
I  should  consider  that  about  as  natural  as  to 
make  an  honest  devil.  But  that  men  with  one 
accord  should  not  be  ready  to  ccme  forward  and 
institute  thorough  guards  around  the  system, 
which  may  secure  to  the  people  a  safe  and  sound 
currency,  is  strange.  It  is  beyond  being  strange. 
The  argument,  to  my  mind,  means  but  one 
thing,  and  that  is  simply  as  I  have  already  re- 
marked, unless  you  allow  them  to  rob  they  will 
not  bank.  1  know  of  no  good  reason  why  a 
man  who  should  undertake  to  bank  and  thus  to 
a  greater  or  less  degree  force  upon  the  commu- 
nity his  promises  to  pay,  should  not  be  individ- 
ually bound  by  those  promises  to  pay,  in  the 
same  manner  that  wo  are  all  bound  individually. 
There  is  no  good  reason  for  it.  It  is  said  by 
gentlemen,  and  it  is  an  old  idea,  that  if  you  bind 
these  men  individually,  they  will  not  go  to  bank- 
ing, and  as  a  consequence  we  cannot  have  their 
shin-plasters.  If  we  make  these  shin-plasters 
good,  dollar  for  dollar,  they  will  not  go  in  bank- 
ing. So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  desire  to  have 
none  of  them  unless  they  are  upon  a  substantial 
basis ;  for  if  they  are  not,  it  is  no  more  or  less 
than  the  beautiful  wild-cat  system.  When 
you  go  to  look  for  the  bank  or  the  bank- 
er, he  is  just  where  you  cannot  put  your  hand 
upon  him.  Yet  that  is  this  much  talked  of 
"safe  banking  system"  that  Iowa  is  to  have    to 
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keep  out  these  shin-plasters  of  the  other   states 
and  territor  es. 

The  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke]  has 
referred  to  the  constitution  of  Illinois,  and  has 
read  an  article  showing  the  working  of  that  sys- 
tem. He  has  shown  us  that  when  the  kgislature 
attempted  to  catch  these  brokers  under  the  con- 
stitution of  that  state,  the  bankers  have  always 
outwitted  them.  Now  compare  that  with  the 
report  of  the  special  committee  now  before  us. 
I  wish  the  people  of  this  state  could  have  an  op- 
portuity  of  reading  that  beautiful  document 
■which  is  to  adopt  the  same  plan,  and  thus  to 
constitute  in  Iowa  the  same  beautiful  system  of 
"safe  banking ;"  that  is  to  give  to  Iowa  a  cur- 
rency safe  and  secure.  How  any  man  could 
come  to  the  conclusion  from  that  document, 
that  it  is  to  afford  us  what  the  people  desire,  is 
to  me  the  strangest  thing  in  the  world,  because 
there  is  not  a  solitary  restriction  proposed  to  be 
thrown  around  the  system — not  one. 

It  is  said  that  it  is  restriction  enough  that  we 
refer  the  matter  back  to  the  people  :  and  as  a 
consequ  nee,  when  the  people  come  to  vote  up- 
on it,  they  will  not  vote  for  anything  that  will 
injure  them.  That  doctrine  may  look  very  well 
at  first  sight;  but  I  ask  the  judgment  of  this 
convention,  and  ask  them  to  tell  me  what  it 
could  be,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  which 
should  be  the  theme  before  the  people  in  the 
shape  of  banking,  that  would  not  find  advocates, 
that  class  of  advocates  who  would  take  the 
pains  to  go  round  and  tell  the  people,  "all  will 
be  right,  I  am  going  to  be  the  banker;  you  have 
known  me  long  and  well :  I  hope  you  do  not 
fear  that  /would  take  any  advantage  of  you,  or 
that  anything  will  be  done  by  me  which  is  not 
exactly  right  and  proper."  These  gentlemen 
know  exactly  how  to  tell  these  tales  ;  exactly 
how  to  work  upon  the  peopl-i.  But  says  some 
farmer  to  him,  "  well,  my  dear  friend,  I  under- 
stood that  a  certain  individual  from  Dubuque 
offered  an  amendment  making  you  individually 
responsible  ;  what  objection  had  you  to  that?" 
"  Ah,"  says  he,  "it  is  of  no  use  to  talk  about 
things  of  that  kind  ;  if  there  was  such  a  provis- 
ion as  that,  we  should  have  no  banks  at  all.  You 
certainly  cannot  think  that  I  would  not  be  just 
as  honest  without  it  as  with  it  ?"  That  is  the 
way  things  would  go.  That  is  the  way  men 
are  imposed  upon  by  that  class  of  people. 
That  is  the  way  all  wild-cat  systems  have  been 
enacted.  And  when  we  see  what  others  have 
had,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  no  more  than 
reasonable  to  infer  that  from  the  same  causes 
the  same  effect  will  be  produced.  It  is  as  clear 
as  the  noonday  sun,  that  such  must  be  the  state 
of  affairs  in  Iowa,  if  this  course  of  action  is  to 
prevail  here  j  and  from  the  vote  that  has  been 
taken  I  fear  it  is. 

As  I  have  before  remarked,  I  am  to  some  ex- 
tent opposed  to  all  this  matter.  When  we  have 
made  the  system  the  best  that  we  can,  what 
does  it  amount  to.  What  is  free  banking? 
You  all  understand  it  ;  and  it  is  hardly  necessa- 
ry to  explain  it.     What  is  its  basis  ?     It  is  the 


indebtedness  and  poverty  of  this  country.  You 
propose  by  the  promise  to  pay  of  the  state  and 
national  governments,  to  find  a  basis  to  found 
the  validity  and  security  of  your  banks  upon. 
That  indebtedness  is  what  is  to  make  them  se- 
cure. Now  take  into  consideration  the  circulat- 
ing medium  of  this  country ;  and  when  you  have 
ascertained  its  amount,  you  have  simply  to  add 
ten  or  twenty  per  cent  thereto,  in  order  to  know 
exactly  how  much  indebtedness  this  country 
must  have  in  order  to  have  a  safe  and  sound  sys- 
tem of  banking.  Think  for  a  moment  how  many 
millions  this  country,  either  the  state  or  the 
national  government  must  be  in  debt,  in  order 
to  obtain  this  beautiful  system  of  state  banking. 
And  that  debt  never  can  be  less.  It  must  in- 
crease as  population  increases;  simply  because 
the  greater  the  population,  the  greater  the 
amount  of  circulation  which  will  be  needed  ;  and 
as  a  consequence  the  greater  the  basis,  of  in- 
debtedness required  to  build  upon.  You  debar 
the  country  from  ever  discharging  its  debts.  If 
this  system  is  right  and  proper  that  we  should 
bank  upon  this  indebtedness  of  the  states  and  of 
the  national  government,  and  if  your  legislature 
make  a  proposition  to  pay  up  the  debts  of  Iowa, 
the  bankers  will  meet  them  in  the  face  and  say, 
•'  If  you  pay  up  the  debt  of  Iowa,  we  have  noth- 
ing to  bank  upon,  and  you  will  lose  your  cur- 
rency ;  bankruptcy  will  be  at  your  door.  And 
as  the  legislature  is  about  to  take  means  to  dis- 
charge its  debts,  others  must  be  createa  in  their 
place,  to  give  this  beautiful  system  a  safe  and 
sound  basis. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  gen- 
tleman's fifteen  minutes  had  expired. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Dubuque,  [Mr.  Emer.^on,]  to  accept,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  his  amendment,  one  which  I  have  in  my 
hand,  and  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"The  president  and  directors  of  every  banking 
company,  or  association,  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  this  State,  shall  be  personally  liable  to 
stockholders,  bill  holders  and  depositors,  for  all 
frauds  and  defalcations  perpetrated  by  the  bank 
or  its  officers  during  the  term  of  their  office." 

Mr.  EMERSON.  I  would  be  glad  to  accom- 
modate the  gentleman,  but  I  desire  to  have  a 
direct  vote  upon  my  proposition.  I  do  not  know 
but  it  may  be  voted  down,  and  if  it  is,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Benton,  [Mr.  Traer,]  can  then  sub- 
mit his  proposition. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Emerson. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  EMERSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
it  was  not  agreed  to ;  yeas  10,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillas- 
py,  Harris,  Peters  and  Solomon. 
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Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gray,  Hall,  HoUings- 
worth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Tod- 
hunter,  Truer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and 
Young. 

Mr.  PALMER,  when  his  naroe  was  called,  said: 
I  wish  to  state  why  I  shall  vote  against  this 
amendment.  The  original  provision  contains  a 
liability  to  the  extent  that  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  go,  and  this  amendment  I  consider  impracti- 
cable. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Parvin. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,]  to  accept  as  an  amend- 
ment to  his  amendment,  the  proposition  I  read 
a  moment  since. 

Mr.  PARVIN.     I  cannot  do  so. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  his  proposition  as  a  sub- 
Btitute  for  the  amendment,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  PARVIN  was  read,  as 
follows : 

"Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  corporation 
or  institution  shall  be  indiviaually  responsible 
and  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held,  to  an 
amount  equal  to  his  or  her  respective  shares  so 
held,  for  all  its  liabilities." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  an  impor- 
tant question  involved  here,  and  I  do  not  wish 
any  gentleman  to  vote  under  a  misapprehension 
of  this  matter,  as  I  know  some  of  them  are  do- 
ing now.  There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  liability  to  be  attached  to  stockhold- 
ers, and  how  long  that  liability  should  continue. 
Gentlemen  wish  to  vote  for  a  provision  here  that 
will  fasten  upon  the  stockholder  a  liability  for 
all  debts  that  may  accrue  while  he  is  a  stock- 
holder; to  {)rovide  that  ho  shall  never  be  releas- 
ed from  such  liability  until  the  debts  are  paid. 
Some  gentlemen  suppose,  in  voting  for  this  sec- 
tion, that  the  stockholder,  the  moment  he  trans- 
fers his  stock,  transfers,  also,  all  his  liability  to 
the  person  who  purchases  his  stock.  Now,  while 
I  do  not  wish  gentlemen  to  vote  differently  from 
what  they  really  intend,  or  for  a  section  that 
is  to  have  a  dill'crent  cHect  from  what  they  sup- 
pose it  will,  1  would  have  the  matter  presented 
in  such  a  shape  that  there  could  be  no  possible 
mistake  in  regard  to  it.  1  therefore  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  thereto  the 
words,  "accruing  while  he  or  she  is  such  stock- 
holder." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  find  that  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  upon  this  floor,  among  gentlemen,  in 
regard  to  the  effect  of  the  amendment  I  have 
introduced  upon  the  liability  of  stockholders. 
My  impression  is,  that  when  thoy  transfer  their 
Block  they  cease  to  be  liable.  Others  think  dif- 
ferently. Now,  to  obviate  all  dilliculty,  as  my 
intention  is  to  make  them  liable  for  whatever 
debts  are  incurred  while  they  were  stockholders, 
I  will  acccj)t  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 


from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  After  the  amend- 
ment, as  moditied,  which  I  have  offered,  is  adopt- 
ed, I  shall  be  willing  to  go  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Benton,  [Mr.  Traer,]  making 
the  officers  of  banks  liable  lor  frauds  and  losses 
while  they  are  officers.  I  wish  to  confine  my 
amendment  alone  to  stockholders,  while  they 
are  stockholders,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  wish  to  vote  understandingly 
and  intelligibly  upon  this  subject.  It  is  urged, 
as  an  argument  against  inserting  here  a  provi- 
sion that  stockholders  shall  be  individually  lia- 
ble, over  and  above  their  stock,  to  an  amount 
equal  to  their  stock,  that  people  will  not  take 
stock  upon  such  terms.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Benton,  [Mr.  Traer,]  goes  to 
placing  the  whole  burden  upon  the  officers  of 
the  banks.  And  if  they  are  to  be  made  liaolein 
this  way,  they  will  not  become  officers,  though 
they  may  become  stockholders.  And  what  good 
will  it  do  to  have  a  bank  with  stockholders,  and 
no  officers?  I  would  like  to  have  the  officers 
and  stockholders  upon  the  same  footing — each 
individually  liable  to  the  amount  of  stock  ho 
takes. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Jones  (Mr.  Marvin)  does  not  quite  comprehend 
the  bearing  of  this  amendment.  It  only  makes 
the  stockholders  liable  while  they  are  stock- 
holders. The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Benton  (Mr.  Traer)  proposes  to  make  the 
officers  liable  for  frauds  and  misdemeanors; 
that  is  all  of  it,  nothing  more. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Then  I  would  keep  the  peni- 
tentiary before  them. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  move  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Muscatine  (Mr.  Parvin)  to  add  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  And  that  no  person  while  a  stockholder 
shall  be  allowed  to  transfer  any  of  his  personal 
or  real  property." 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  it  Avas  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurre  i  upon  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Parvin,  which  had  been  modi- 
fied so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  corporation 
or  institution  shall  be  individually  responsible 
to  its  creditors,  over  and  above  the  amount  of 
stock  by  him  or  her  held,  to  an  amount  equal  to 
his  or  her  respective  shares  so  held,  for  all  its 
liabilities,  accruing  while  ho  or  she  remains 
such  stockholder." 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  adopted,  yeas  29, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Clarke  of  Hen- 
ry, Clark  of  Alamakee,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Har- 
ris, Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patter- 
son,   Peters,    Price,    Robinson,     Scott,  Seely, 
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Solomon,  Todhunter,  Truer,  Wilson,  Winchester 
and  YouDg. 

^aJ•s — Messrs.    Bunker,    Clarlve   of  Johnson, 
Hall,  Uolliugsworth,    Siiitf  aud  Warren. 


Liability  of  Bank  Officers. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  offer  the  following  by  way  of 
addition  to  the  section  just  adopted: 

"The  President  and  directors  of  every  bank-  j 
ing  cotupuny  or  association  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  this  Stale,  shall  be  personally  liable 
to  stockholdeis,  bill-holders,  and  depositors, 
for  all  frauds  and  defalcations  p  rpetrated  by 
the  bank  or  its  officers^  during  the  term  of  their 
office." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of 
this.  It  appears  to  me  shat  the  officers  of  the 
bank  are  now  legally  responsible  to  the  credi- 
tors of  the  bank  fjr  all  defalcations  and  mis- 
management, without  any  constitutional  enact- 
ment to  that  offect; — liable  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Benton, 
[Mr.  TraerJ;  I  cm  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
incorporate  a  legislative  enactment  in  the  con- 
stitution here,  making  that  a  crime  which  is 
already  a  crime,  and  making  those  liable  to 
punishment  who  are  already  liable  to  punishment, 
or  re-enacting  that  which  is  alreadj-  enacted, 
a  d  forming  part  and  parcel  of  the  law  of  every 
civilized  country.  I  can  see  no  use  or  propriety 
in  the  thing  at  all.  It  does  not  properly  belong 
to  the  constitution.  We  did  not  come  here  to 
legislate  upon  crimes  and  misdemeanors:  that  is 
the  province  of  the  general  assembly.  It  is  use- 
less to  ask  us  to  declare  that  a  crime  which 
common  law  and  common  sense  has  long  since 
declared  a  crime;  and  to  declare  that  a  certain 
thing  shall  be  punished,  which  long  since  was 
declared  punishable.  If  we  adopt  this  provi- 
sion we  make  it  no  more  true  or  certain  than  it 
now  is,  that  an  officer  of  one  of  those  banking 
institutions  is  liable  to  punishment  for  non-per- 
formance of  duty  and  malfeasance  in  office. 

■  The  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition  is  to  make 
all  the  officers  of  the  bank  individually  Hable 
for  all  the  defalcations  and  losses  while  they 
are  in  office. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  that  would  be  unjust 
in  the  extreme.  The  defalcation  of  one  clerk 
would  make  each  of  the  officers  personally  lia- 
ble for  non-perfurmance  of  duty;  and  so  with 
each  and  e  ery  one  of  the  officers  of  that  bank- 
ing institution.  I  think  that  would  be  very 
unjust  and  improper.  If  I  should  become  a 
member  of  a  banking  corporation  or  associa- 
tion, I  do  not  see  why  I  should  oecome  personally 
responsible  for  the  liabilities  and  frauds  of 
another.  That  is  not  in  accord  ince  with  com- 
mon sense  or  common  law.  I  should  be  liable 
for  my  own  neglect  and  non-performance  of 
duty,  and  not  for  others;  nor  should  others  be 
liible  for  my  neglect  or  non-performance  of 
duty. 
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The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Traer  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  TRAER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  13, 
nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayrcs,  Day, 
Emerson,  Gllaspy,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,   Solomon    tmd  Traer. 

Nays — Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Gibson,  Gower,  Hall,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin, 
Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Todhnnter,  AYar- 
ren,  W^ilson,  Wiachester  and  Young. 

General  Banldng  Securily. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  offered  the  following  as  an 
additional  section  : 

"  If  the  General  Assembly  shall  enact  a  gen- 
eral banking  law,  such  law  shall  provide  for  the 
registering  and  countersigning  by  an  officer  of 
the  State  of  all  paper  created  and  designed  to 
be  circulated  as  mouey  ;  and  ample  collateral 
security,  readily  convertible  into  specie,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  same  in  gold  and  silver,  shall 
be  required,  which  collateral  security  shall  be 
in  the  control  of  the  proper  officer  or  officers  of 
the  State." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted,  for  the  object  the  gentleman 
seems  to  have  in  view  was  amply  provided  for 
in  a  section  which  was  adopted  on  yesterday, 
and  I  think  in  a  better  shape  than  the  cne  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  was  not  aware  that  any- 
thing of  the  kind  had  been  adopted.  I  wouLd 
like  to  hear  it  read. 

The  section  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be  enacted, 
it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and  countersign- 
ing, by  an  officer  of  the  State,  of  all  bills,  or 
paper  credit  designed  to  circulate  as  money,  and 
require  security  to  the  the  full  amount  thereof, 
to  be  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer,  in 
United  States  stocks,  or  in  interest-paying 
stocks  of  States  in  good  credit  aud  standing, 
to  be  rated  at  ten  per  cent,  below  their  average 
value  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  thirty 
days  next  preceding  their  deposit;  and  in  case  of 
the  depreciation  of  any  portion  of  said  stocks 
to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  dollar, 
the  bank  or  banks  so  depositing  shall  make  up 
such  deficiency  by  depositing  additional  stock. 
Said  law  shall  also  provide  for  the  recording  of 
the  names  of  all  stockholders  in  such  corpora- 
tions, the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  the 
time  of  any  transfer,  and  to  whom." 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  will  withdraw  my  amend- 
mcnt. 
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BUI -holders  to  he  preferred  creditors. 

Mr.  PARVIX  offered  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional secliun  : 

"111  case  of  tlie  insolvency  of  any  banking 
instituiion,  tlie  bill-ludiiers  sliall  have  a  prefer- 
ence over  its  otLer  creditors."' 

Mr.  HALL.  I  Lave  been  voting  ngni  st  all 
the:5e  amendments,  and  sshtill  continue  to  do  su 
if  tliis  thing  holds  on  for  two  weeks  longer.  1 
"want  to  le!i\e  evidence  on  record  heie  that  1  am 
of  the  opinion  that  there  will  be  an  honest  man 
left  in  the  Slate  after  this  convention  adjourns. 

Wiiat  are  we  attempting  to  do  here?  The 
RSsuuiption  seems  to  be  that  this  institution 
wliich  we  are  establishing  here,  and  whicii  we 
have  said  would  prove  of  so  much  benefit  to 
the  people,  will  prove  to  be  moie  dangerous 
than  a.  ferocious  wild  beast — a  peifect  pirate 
and  robber.  We  must  therefore  iiem  and  pen 
him  up  so  that  he  cannot  be  honest  except  by 
compulsion.  We  aie  to  say  that  tlie  legi.'^lature 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  do  anything  that  may 
look  like  the  exercise  of  any  discretion  in  this 
mat'er.  We  are  going  far  beyond  that,  and  vir 
tually  saying  that  the  people  who  are  to  vote 
upon  ail  these  laws  before  they  can  go  into 
effect,  are  utterly  incapable  of  judging  whether 
tlie  law  is  a  good  one  or  not.  X'ow,  1  think 
Ihei^e  matters  should  bo  left  to  the  legislature, 
and  that  we  should  not  atteni[)t  to  monopolize 
all  the  virtue  and  talent,  honesty  and  intelli- 
gence in  tlie  State,  but  leave  a  little  for  those 
who  may  come  after  us. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  do  not  think 
our  successors  trill  find  fault  with  us  upon  that 
score.  Let  us  jiut  all  the  safeguards  around 
this  institution  that  we  can  ;  ami  the  legislature 
that  Comes  after  us  will  find  as  much  as  they 
wi.l  want  to  do.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  if  the 
people  of  this  State  are  honest,  or  if  our  legis- 
lators are  honest,  or  intend  to  be  honest,  they 
will  lind  fault  for  restrictions  to  prevent  them 
from  being  dishonest.  I  never  heard  honest 
people  iomidain  because  they  had  no  chance  to 
be  dif-honest.  Those  only  who  are  inclined  to 
be  dishonest  coinphiin  that  restrictions  are 
thrown  around  them  to  force  them  to  be  honest. 
What  does  the  gentleman  want?  To  allow  the 
legislature  an  o[iportuiiily  to  l)e  dishonest,  if 
they  are  not  to  practice  dislionesty  ?  1  hope  we 
arc  going  to  have  honest  legislators.  1  believe 
they  will  be  so;  and  if  they  are  so,  they  will  not 
complain  of  these  restrictions.  But  if  they 
should  happen  to  be  otherwise,  then  tlieso  re- 
elrictions  will  be  just  what  we  want. 

1  believe  that  in  forming  a  constitution,  wo 
should  act  upon  the  same  iirinciple  that  indi- 
viduals act  upon:  to  deal  with  every  tnau  as 
though  you  supposed  that  human  nature  was 
not  iiifiiUible.  It  is  alim'St  an  iiiiivei>al  piiiici- 
jile  in  private  business  to  deal  with  every  mai 
ns  though  human  nature  was  such  that,  though 
tlie  niuii  approiiclied  you  in  the  pulse  of  hones- 
ty, still,  he  might  not  be  true.       We  lind  this  to 


he  a  safe  and  prudent  rule  in  our  own  priv.ite 
affairs.  And  !^llall  we  be  unfaithful  in  iransact- 
iug  the  business  of  the  public  ? 

lam  in  favor  of  this  provision  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Muscatine;  [Mr.  Parvin.]  1  be- 
lieve that  it  is  right  and  proper.  1  believe 
that  the  bil  -holder  of  any  of  these  institutions 
should  have  the  preference  over  all  otlur  credi- 
tors. B.-inking  systems  are  instituted  Ibr  the 
benefit  ofmankind.  Thebillsare  held  by  the  poor 
man,  thelaburing  man,  who  works  a  da}  at  hard 
labor,  or  sells  a  bushel  of  grain,  in  a  remote 
part  of  thestate.  for  which  he  riceives  his  bill, 
and  does  not  kn^  w  wheihtrthe  bank  is  solvent  or 
not ;  while  the  othi  r  creditors,  mostly  if  not 
quite  all  depositors,  have  the  means  of  knowing 
what  is  the  credit  jf  the  bank,  and  should  not; 
be  put  upon  the  same  fooiii  g  with  those  who 
are  compelled  to  receive  these  bills.  1  am  in 
favor  of  this  restriction,  as  a  vcrv  necessary  one, 
which,  if  we  do  not  pass  it,  will  be  an  evidence 
that  we  have  been  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty  to 
our  constituents. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  No  person  could  be  in  this 
convention  five  minutes  this  morning  without 
learning  that  there  were  extremes  upon  this  as 
upon  other  questions.  The  gentleman  from 
Bes Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  would  leave  everything 
open;  would  let  tlie  legislature  pass  the  most 
reckless  wild-eat  systems  of  banking  that  the 
ingenuity  of  man  couM  devise.  The  gentleman 
from  Dubuque,  [Mr.  Enuison]  would  restrict 
the  logislature  so  that  we  could  have  no  bank- 
ing law  at  all. 

Now  we  should  adojit  the  medium  course  if 
we  can.  While  1, am  anxious  to  tliiow  restric- 
tions about  this  matter,  1  am  still  willing  to 
have  banking  cairied  on  legitimately,  honestly 
and  beneficially  to  the  state.  M3' object  in  of- 
fering the  amendments  I  have  offered  this  morn- 
ing, has  been  to  this  end.  There  are  other' 
things  which,  individually,  I  am  in  favor  of.' 
But  to  get  these  extremes  together  we  must 
yield  up  some  of  our  individual  opinions  and 
preferences,  if  we  would  have  a  system  of  bank- 
ing at  all.  Those  who  desire  a  banking  system 
but  would  restrict  it  to  the  utmost,  must  give 
u[)  some  of  their  individual  views.  And  tlio>e 
who  wouhl  throw  everythii'g  open  without  le- 
striction  must  yield  some  of  their  peculiar  no- 
tions, or  we  shall  have  no  banking  system  at 
all. 

T  am  in  favor  of  giving  the  legislature  the 
right  to  pass  a  fair,  legitimate  banking  law,  at 
the  same  lime  saying  to  the  legislature — you 
shall  not  go  beyond  certain  limits  in  this  mat- 
ter. If  this  be  a  wild  animal,  as  some  have 
ccnnpared  this  bunking  system  to,  though  we  do 
not  cage  him,  I  would  put  a  chain  upon  him  so 
that  he  canniit  go  beyond  cert;iin  bou'  ds.  I 
would  have  the  chain  long  enough  to  enatilo  ns 
to  have  banks,  and  short  enough  to  secure  the 
bill  iKdder. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  T  feel  disposed  to  give  every 
latitude  to  discussion  upon  this  (luestion. 
but  1  believe  this  jioint  has  been  throughly  dis- 
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cussed  already,  and  I  do  not  brlieve  that  further 
discussion  Ciui  po.ssil)ly  change  a  mind  here.  I 
thereCore  cail  lor  the  previ    us  question. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  previous  iiuestion,  if 
sustained,  vvould  cutotrall  further  amendiueut 
to  this  rej'ioi  t. 

Mr.  CLARKR,  of  Johnson.  I  hope  the  call 
for  the  previous  quesiidii  will  not  prevail.  I 
had  the  tl  lor  some  time  a;.ro  to  oiFiir  a  substi- 
tute for  R  portion  of  this  report,  hut  1  _\ieliled  to 
others.  I  i)ope  that  1  shall  not  now  be  prevent- 
ed from  fifiPc  ing  my  amendment. 

Mr.  MA.RVIN'  withdrew  his  call  for  the  pre- 
.  Tious  question. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  .Mr.  Parviu. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  to  add  the  following: 

"The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  bank- 
ing institutions  shall  never  be  permitted  or  sanc- 
tioned." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  will  accept  the  amendment, 
though  I  think  it  would  Come  in  better  as  a 
separate  section. 

The  PRE.S1DEXT.  The  committee  on  re- i 
vision  can  arrange  that.  I 

The    question    being    then    taken  upon    the 
amendment  as  modified  upon  a  division,  it    was  j 
agreed  to,  ayes  18,  noes  not  counted. 

Banking. 

Mr.  SOLOMOX.  I  move  to  amend  the  report 
by  striking  out  the  following  : 

'•  Sec.  4  No  political  or  municipal  corpo- 
ration shad  become  a  stockholder  in  any  bank- 
ing corporation,  directly  or  iudirecily. 

Sec  5.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  au- 
thorizing or  creating  corporations  or  associa- 
tions with  banking  powers,  nor  amendments 
thereto  shall  take  effect,  or  in  any  manner  be  in 
force,  until  the  same  shall  have  be<u  submittcl, 
separately,  to  the  people,  at  a  general  or  special 
election,  as  pr((Vided  by  law,  to  be  iield  not  less 
than  three  months  after  the  passage  of  the  act, 
.and  shall  have  been  approved  by  a  majority  of 
all  the  voters  voting  for  and  against  it;  at  such 
election. 

Sec.  6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section,  the  General  Assembly  may  also 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Bank 
wiih   branches. 

Sec.  7.  If  a  State  Bank  be  established,  it 
shall  lie  founded  on  an  actual  speci  ■  basis,  and 
the  branches  shall  be  mutually  responsible  for 
etch  ottier's  liabilities  upon  all  notes,  bills  and 
other  issues  intended  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  8.  If  a  general  Banking  law  shall  be 
enacted,  it  shaU  provide  for  the  registry  and 
countersigning,  by  an  officer  of  State,  of  all 
bills,  or  paper  credit  d  signed  to  circulate  as 
money,  and  require  SL-curiiy  to  the  .ull  amount 
thereof   to  be  deposited   with    the   State   Treas- 


urer in  United  States  stocks,  or  in  interest  pay- 
ing stocks  of  States  it)  good  credit  atid  standing, 
to  be  ra  ed  at  ten  per  cent,  below  their  average 
value  in  the  city  ofNew-Yoik,  for  the  thirty 
diiys  next  preceding  their  deposit :  and  in  case 
of  depreciation  of  any  portion  of  said  stocks,  to 
tiie  anmunt  oi  ten  per  cent,  on  the  dollar,  the 
bank  or  banks  owning  said  stocks  .'^hall  be  re- 
quired to  make  up  said  deficiency  by  dcpos- 
iiing  aildilioiial  stocks,  and  said  law  shall  also 
provide  for  the  recording  of  the  tiaines  of  all 
stockholders  in  such  corporations,  the  amount 
of  stock  held  by  each,  at  the  time  of  any  trans- 
fer, and  to  whom. 

Sec.  9.  Every  gfockholder  in  a  banking  cor- 
poration or  institution  shall  be  individually  res- 
ponsible and  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and 
above  ihe  amount  of  st'  ck  by  him  or  her  held, 
to  an  amount  equal  to  his  or  her  res[iectivfe 
shares  so  held,  for  all  its  liabilities,  accruing 
while  he  or  she  remains  stich  stockholder. 

Sec.  10.  In  cai-e  of  the  insolvency  of  any 
banking  institution,  the  bill  holders  shall  huve 
a  preference  over  its  other  creditors.  The  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  b\  banking  institu- 
tions shall  never  be  permitted  or  sanctioned. 

Sec.  11.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
article,  the  General  Assfnibly  shall  have  power 
to  auiend  or  repeal  all  laws  for  the  organizatioa 
or  creation  of  corporations,  or  granting  of  spe- 
cial or  exclusive  privileges  or  immunities,  by  a 
vote  of  two-lhirds  of  each  branch  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ;  and  no  exclusive  privileges,  ex- 
cept as  in  this  article  provided  sliiill  ever  be 
granted." 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following 
section  : 

"The  power  to  issue  paper  money  shall  Eot 
be  granted  by  this  state." 

So  t  at  the  article  will  then  read  as    follows  ; 

''Sec.  1.  No  corporation  shall  be  created  by 
special  laws  ;  hut  the  General  Assembly  shall 
(iiovide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of 
all  corporations  hereafter  to  be  created,  except 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  The  property  of  all  corporations  for 
pecuniary  profit,  now  existing,  or  hereafter  cre- 
ated, shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  the  same  as 
that  of  individuals. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  not  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume 
or  pay  the  debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation, 
unless  incurred  in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of 
the  iState. 

Sec.  4.  The  power  to  issue  paper  money 
shall  not  be  granted  to  this  Slate." 

Mr.  WILSO.V.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  this  motion. 

Mr.  CL.\RKE,  of  Jonson.  I  hope  the  pre^- 
ous  question  will  not  be  ordered  until  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  offer  my  proposed  substi- 
tute. I  have  Courteously  yiekled  the  floor  to 
several  gentlemen,  and  I  bofie  the  gentleman 
from  Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson]  will  not  treat   me 
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discourteously,  -when  I  have  been    waiting   here  { 
patiently  without  oflering  auy  objection  to    pro- 
posed amendments  by  others.  j 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  have  no  wish  or  intention  to 
be  discourteous  to  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  i 
[Mr.  Clarke,]  but  I  must  iusist  upon  the  previ-  ] 
ous  question.  ! 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sec-  \ 
onded.  I 

The  question  was — "shall  the  main  question 
nov/  be  put ?'  ■  j 

Upon  this  question —  j 

Mr.  WILSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordtred  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  ordering  the  main  question  to  be  put, 
it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  10,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Hall,  Par- 
▼in,  Robinson,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson, 
"Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — The  P-esident,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gilhispy,  Gower, 
Gray,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Scott,  Secly, 
Solomon  and  Warreu. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Solomon. 

Mi.  hall.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  this  report? 

Mr.  PRESIDENT.  Not  while  a  motion  to 
amend  is  pending. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  want  to  get  back  to  the  old  re- 
port, and  not  waste  time  ou  this  auy  more.  Will 
a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  be  in  order? 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  would  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  HALL.  Then  I  move  to  lay  this  report 
on  the  table,  so  that  we  can  get  back  to  the  old 
report. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  The  gentleman 
voted  to  go  away  from  the  old  report  this  morn- 
ing, and  1  huvo  now  no  desire  to  get  back  to  it 
again. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
thej  were  oidered  accordingly. 

The  questio!.  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  t»l)le,  it  was 
not  agreed  to;  yeas  8,  nays  i:7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Emerson,  Gillaspy,  Ilall,  Johnston,  Price  and 
Warren. 

Kiiys — The  President,  Messrs.  .\yrc'=.  Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Ilcmy,  Day,  Ells, 
Gibson,  fiowor,  (Jray,  Harri:',  Hollinfjsworth, 
Marvin,  Pulmer,  parvin,  Patterson,  rctcrs;,  Rob- 
inson. Scott,  Secly,  Skill'.  Solomon,  Todhuuler, 
Truer,    Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 


The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Solomon. 
Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  SOLOMON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
4,  nays  31 ;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Peters  and 
Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Banker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Da}-,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gillasjiy,  Gow- 
er, Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston, 
Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Palterton,  Price,  R(}bip.- 
son,  Scott,  Seely,  Skifl',  Todhunter,  Traer,  "War- 
ren, Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson  moved  to  strikeout 
the  following  sections  of  the  report : 

"Sec.  4.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
authorizing  or  creating  corporations  or  associa- 
tions with  banking  powers,  nor  amendments 
thereto,  shall  take  effect,  or  in  any  manner  be 
in  force,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  submit- 
ted, separately,  to  the  people,  at  a  general  or 
i  special  election,  as  provided  by  law,  to  be  held 
not  less  than  three  months  after  the  passage  of 
the  act,  and  shall  have  been  approved  by  a  ma- 
jnritj'  of  all  the  electors  voting  for  and  against 
it  at  such  election. 

Sec.  6.     Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going sections,  the  General  Assembly  may  also 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Bank 
with  branches. 
!      Sec.  7.     If  a   State  Bank   bs   established,   it 
'  shall  be  founded  on  an  actual  specie  basis,  and 
I  the  branches  shall   be  mutually  respoiisil'le  for 
'.  each  other's  liabilities  upon  all  notes,   bills  and 
I  other  issues  intended  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  8.     If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be 

enacted,   it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and 

countersigning,    by    an    officer  of  State,    of  all 

bills,  or    paper   credit  designed   to    circulate  as 

j  money,  and  require  security,  to  the  full  amount 

therfof,  to  be  deposited  with  the  St,.te  Treasu- 

!  rer,  in  Ui.i;ed  Slates  stocks,  or  in  interest  pny- 

I  Jng  stocks  of  States  in  good  credit  and  standing, 

1  to  be  rated  at  ten  per  cent,  below  the  r  average 

I  value  in  the  city  of  New    York,   fur  the  thirty 

days  next  preceding    their  deposit ,  and   incase 

■  of'a  depreciation  of  any  portion  of  said  stocks, 

!  to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent,    ou   the   dollar, 

the  bank  or  banks  owning  said  slocks  shall  bo 

I  required  to  make  up  said  delicicniy  by  dcposit- 

i  ing  additional  stocks;   and    said   law  shall  also 

jirovide  for    the   recording  of  the  names  of  all 

stockholders  in  such   corporations,  the  amount 

of  stock  held  by  each,  the  time  of  any  transfer, 

and  to  whom. 

Sec.  9.     Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  cor- 
poration or  institution  shall  oe  individually  re- 
i  sponsible  and   liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and 
i  above  the  amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held, 
I  to    an  amount  equal   to   his  or  her   respective 
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shares  so  held,  for  all  its  liabilities,  accruing 
■while  he  or  she  remains  such  stockholder. 

Sec.  10.  In  case  of  the  insolvency  of  any 
banking  institution,  the  bill  holders  shall  have 
a  preference  over  its  other  creditors.  The  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  banking  institu- 
tions shall  never  be  permitted  or  sanclioued. 

Sec.  11.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
article,  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  amend  or  repeal  laws  for  the  or-g>iniza  ion  or 
creiition  of  corporations,  or  granting  of  specinl 
or  exclusive  privileges  or  immunities,  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  no  exclusive  privileges,  except  as 
in  this  article  provided,    shall  ever  be  granted." 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law 
for  the  creation  of  banking  institutions;  but  no 
such  law  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  until 
the  ^ame  shall  have  been  submitted  to  a  vote  of 
the  people,  and  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  for  and  against  the  proposed  law,  at  such 
election." 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  am  franlv  to  .=ay 
that  I  do  not  expect,  after  the  vote  taken  this 
morning,  that  this  proposition  will  be  adopted 
by  this  convention.  But  I  feel  that  I  shall  not 
have  discharged  my  duty  to  my  constituents 
without  at  least  ottering  it  and  making  a  few 
remarks  upon  it. 

I  think  I  do  not  misstate  the  fact,  when  I  say 
that  a  majority  of  this  convention  were  sent 
here  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  provision 
in  our  fundamental  law,  by  which  the  people  of 
this  State  could  establish  banking  institutions, 
and  I  shall  not  be  disputed  when  I  say  furthei', 
that  all  the  people  expected  at  out  haiids,  all 
that  they  asked  of  us,  was  that  we  should  re- 
move the  restrictions  existing  in  our  present 
constitution.  There  was  no  anticipation  on  the 
part  of  the  people  that  we  would  go  to  work 
and  devise  a  complete  banking  system  here,  or 
place  such  restrictions  in  the  constitution  as 
•would  virtually  amount  to  a  prohibition.  Be- 
lieving that  the  article  as  it  now  stands,  and  for 
which  I  have  offered  a  substitue,  is  virtually  a 
prohibitory  article  as  much  so  as  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mills  [Mr. 
Solomon]  I  cannot  consistently  vote  for  it. 

I  wi<h  to  place  myself  right  upon  the  record 
and  show,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
people,  however  much  they  may  be  disappointed 
upon  this  subject,  that  I  have  at  least  discharged 
my  duty  in  good  faith  to  the  people  of  the  Siat(, 
in  endeavoring  to  have  placed  in  the  constitu- 
tion, a  provision  by  which  the  people  might  be 
enabled  to  create  banking  institutions  if  they 
desired  them. 

Let  us  look  at  this  article  a  moment  as  it  now 
stands,  and  in  a  point  of  view  that  1  desire  to 
present  to  the  democratic  side  of  the  house.  In 
the  first  place  there  is  in  this  article  a  provision 
that  stocks  shall  be  deposited  with  a  state  offi- 
cer, by  wliich  the  bill-holder  is  to  be  secured, 
which  stocks  shall  amount  to  ten  per  cent,  more 


than  the  amount  of  bills  issued.  Before  a  dol- 
lar of  this  money  is  put  into  circulation,  the 
people  ot  this  state  are  to  have  in  their  hands 
more  than  an  equivalent  to  secure  the  bill-hold- 
er against  any  failure  to  redeem  that  money. 
Then  we  have  a  firovision  that  if  the  general 
assembly  shall  authorize  the  establishment  of  a 
State  bank  and  branches,  these  branches  shall 
be  mutually  responsible  for  each  other's  i^^sues. 
In  addition  to  that,  there  is  another  safeguard; 
thnt  every  stockholder  in  those  banks  shall  be 
liable  for  tuc  debts  of  the  bank  to  double  the 
amount  of  their  stock.  And  in  addition  to  thi.<, 
no  bi^l  cat.  pass  and  go  into  effect  in  relation  to 
banking,  until  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  rat- 
ified by  a  vote  of  the  people.  And  then  there 
is  a  provision  by  which  the  general  assemoly, 
by  a  two-third  vote,  can  repeal  all  their  bank- 
ing laws,  and  leave  the  parties  engaged  under 
them  to  the  ruin  that  must  necessarily  follow. 

Now  what  will  be  the  effect  of  this  article? 
It  must  be  one  of  two  ihinf^s:  either  to  [)rohibit 
banking,  or  make  it  a  monopoly  in  this  State. 
Let  me  illustrate.  We  have  in  Iowa  City  three 
banking  institutions,  conducted  by  private  e'er- 
prisic.  There  are  men  engfiged  !'■  those  banks 
who  have  been  neighbors  for  years  together; 
they  are  acquainted  with  each  other;  they  know 
each  other  to  be  honest.  The  effect  of  this 
article  will  be  thi;-:  these  men  will  say — we 
know  each  other;  we  have  the  means  to  estab- 
lish a  bank,  and  we  will  do  so  under  this  gener- 
al banking  law,  and  no  one  but  ourselves  shall 
be  stockholders  in  it.  Thus  they  m:-ty  agree  to 
take  all  the  stock  themselves  and  exclude  evi  ry 
other  person  from  the  concern.  And  thus  if 
you  have  a  bank  at  all,  it  will  be  under  a  sys- 
tem which  constitutes  a  monopoly  iis  bad  in  its 
effects,  as  would  any  system  of  banking  under 
special  laws. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  must  be  the  inevitable 
effect  of  this  article.  It  will  keep  out  of  bank- 
ing the  man  of  small  means,  the  man  who  has 
but  a  few  hundred  dollars  lo  invest,  or  who  is 
trustee  for  certain  funds  that  he  wishes  to  de- 
posit in  a  place  of  security.  It  will  keep  out 
thousands  of  dollars  from  our  banking  institu- 
tions, and  withhold  it  from  the  cummunify. 
Do  my  democratic  friends  wish  to  make  bank- 
ing a  monopoly,  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men, 
who  alone  have  the  money  and  wealth  to  con- 
trol it  entirely?  If  they  do  they  will  most  as- 
suredly accomplish  their  object  by  voting  for 
this  article  as  it  now  stands.  Now  I  desire  no 
such  thing,  and  believing  that  will  be  the  effect 
of  this,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the 
article  as  it  now  stands. 

The  proposition  I  have  offered,  I  believe,  does 
all  that  the  people  sent  us  here  to  do.  It  leaves 
to  them  the  right  to  create  Lanking  institutions, 
and  impose  such  restrictions  as  will  guard  and 
protect  their  rights  I  believe  that  I  have  dis- 
charged my  duty  when  I  have  offered  this  pro- 
position, and  put  myself  upon  record  in  favor 
of  it;  and  I  therefore  ask  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 
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The  ye.is  and  nnys  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  GILLASPV.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say 
but  wbiit  the  gentlenuiu  from  Joimson  [Mr. 
Cliirke.]  is  fully  capable  of  representing:  his  own 
constituents,  :tnd  stating  what  they  may  desire 
and  wish.  But  when  be  undeitakes  to  tell  us 
what  our  canstitr.ents  desire,  and  what  they 
witl)  aud  expect,  ii  what  he  has  said  upon  the 
suhject  is  true,  1  undertake  to  say  that  he  does 
uot  know  anything  about  ray  constituents. 

I  am  in  tavor  of  banks  myself.  1  desire  to 
Bee  a  system  of  banking  inaugurated  that  shall 
be  pn.fitablt'  to  the  bankers  aud  acceptable  to 
the  people,  if  possible.  There  are  some  men  in 
m3'  county  who  are  opposed  to  banks  of  any 
kiud.  But  a  large  majority  of  n:y  constituents 
are  in  favor  of  banking.  And'  I  undertake  to 
say  there  are  not  ten  tuen  in  my  county  who 
Would  be  satisfied  with  the  action  of  this  con- 
vention if  they  merely  removed  the  restriction 
in  the  old  constitution  without  providiug  some 
safeguards  and  checks  upon  banking. 

1  believe  we  have  acted  unwi:-ely  about  this 
matter.  I  was  opposed  to  the  creation  of  this 
special  comnii'tee.  \\  c  had  had  a  st  aiding 
committee  which  had  examined  the  subject  of 
incorporations  and  banking,  aud  h  d  made  a  re- 
port upon  it.  The  convention  spent  a  whole 
Week  ia  the  consideration  of  that  report;  and  to 
my  mind,  if  they  had  continued  to  examine  and 
consider  the  subject  as  they  should  have  done, 
tbcy  might  have  passed  it  by  this  time,  without 
any  of  this  struggle  we  now  see. 

I  shall  vote  against  this  report  of  the  special 
committee.  It  comes  in  here  wh;n  no  one  is 
looking  for  it,  except  a  few  particular  gentlemen 
liere  ;  and  it  is  attempted  to  pass  it  through 
liere,  with  few  amendments,  with  railroad  speed. 
I  cannot  recollect,  uow,  half  the  jirovisions  of 
tiie  amendnieri  s  made  by  this  special  report; 
and  since  I  cannot  have  the  opportunity  of  hav- 
ing it  before  me,  of  seeing  all  its  beaiings,  so 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  appreciating  them,  1 
fhall  Vote  against  it,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  we 
should  go  back  to  the  original  report,  and  so 
amend  that  as  to  meet  the  wishes  aud  desires  of 
ih ;  peojile. 

Tiiere  is  not  a  man  in  my  county  who  cotild 
Iiave  got  one  hundrccl  votes  u|ion  the  broad  priii- 
cijiles  of  tiie  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [.Mr.  Clarke],  that  of  removing  these 
re.'-tiictions  entirely,  and  allowing  the  legisla- 
ture to  pass  any  kind  of  banking  law  they  might 
choose.  As  it  has  been  said  tliis  morning,  if 
any  kiml  of  banking  law  is  passed,  men  may  go 
into  thi'  country  and  tell  the  peojde  that  it  is 
suseeptilile  of  this  eonstrnrt ion  and  of  thatcon- 
Htriietioii,  and  may  possibly  pet  the  people  to 
viiti-  for  it.  Now,  I  liopc  the  coiivt'iition  will  go 
back  to  the  original  re})Ort  of  the  standing  eom- 
miltec  on  incorporations,  and  so  luiiend  it  as  to 
inc  rporate  the  proper  restrictions  and  securi- 
ties in  it. 

Mr.  Tn.\ER  T  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Wapello  [.\Ir.  Gillasjiy],  if  lie  does  not  suppose 


that  the  people  are  about  as  capable  of  voting 
understaiidingly,  upon  this  que>t'on  of  banks, 
as  they  are  upon  the  questiou  of  taking  slock 
in  railroads? 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  The  taking  stock  in  a  rail- 
road is  a  simple  proposition.  Bit  this  banking 
law  is  as  long  as  the  moral  law,  or  the  North 
Pole,  with  ten  thousand  provisions  iii  it.  And  1 
would  ask  if  the  gentleman  himself,  not  being  a 
lawyer,  hut  a  mere  physician,  is  competent  to 
uiidectake  to  define,  at  the  first  glance,  the  con- 
stitutional provisions,  and  all  the  legal  effects  of 
the  laws  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  ? 

Mr.  HAPiRlS  demauded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  seconded — 

The  main  question_was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  upon  tlie  amendment  ofTercd 
by  -Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  ameudment  was  rejected;  yeas  5,  nays  30,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall,  Skiff  and  Warren. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark,  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillasjiy.  Cower,  Gray,  Har- 
ris, Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  P.itterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott, 
Seely,  Solomon,  Todhunler,  Traer,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

IMr.  EMERSON.  I  wish  now  to  ofl'er  an 
anietidnn'nt. 

The  PRESIDENT.  No  other  amendments  are 
now  ill  order,  the  previous  question  having  been 
ordered  and  sustained,  which  cuts  off  nil  amend- 
ments. The  question  is  now  upon  adopting  the 
I'cport  of  the  special  committee,  as  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  adopting  the  report,  and  it  was 
agreed  to;  yeas  30,  nays  5 — as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark,  of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  oi  liemy.  Day, 
Edwards,  Ells,  (iibson,  Gillasjiy,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Price,  Robinson, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays —  essrs.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Emerson, 
Peters,  Solnmon  and  Warreu. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  ol  Henry,  when  his  name  was 
called,  said  he  voted  for  the  leport  under  pro- 
test. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRAER— 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  aud 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  wish  to  sny,  in 
explauatioii  of  the   vote   1  gave  under  pr^Uest, 
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thiU  it  was  not  in  rep;ard  to  any  of  the  provisions 
that  relate  to  banking,  but  it  was  in  legavd  to 
the  quesliou  of  restricting  counties  in  taiiiug 
Stock,  and  some  other  things. 

3IisceUa7>cous. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  that  we  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  miscellaneous  sub- 
jects. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no  ohjection. 
the  Convention  will  take  upthero[)0rt  indicated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Benton,  [Mr.  Traer. ] 

No  objection  being  made,  the  report  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  move  that  this  report  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  tliat 
it  be  made  the  special  order  of  two  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  motion,  that  we  go  into  committee  of 
the  whole  upon  this  subject  now.  We  have  half 
an  hour  yet  before  the  time  for  recess,  which 
we  can  spend  in  considering  this  report. 

Mr.  MARVIN.     I  have  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
■was  agreed  to,  upon  a  division;  ayes  16,  noes 
not  counted. 

Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Convention  then  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Todhunter  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  miscella- 
neous subjects. 

The  report  having  been  read  through. 

The  CHxAIRMAN  stated  that  it  would  now  be 
read  by  sections  for  amendment. 

Jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Section  one  was  then  read,  as  follows : 
"The  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  shall 
extend  to  all  civil  cases,  (except  cases  in  chan- 
cery, and  cases  where  the  question  of  title  to 
any  real  estate  may  arise,)  where  the  amount  in 
controversy  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars,  and  by 
the  consent  of  parties  may  be  extend  d  to  any 
amount  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars." 
Mr.  aKlFP.  I  move  to  strikeout,  in  the  fifth 
line,  the  word  "fifty,"  and  insert  in  its  place, 
"one  hundred." 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
"five  hundred." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  will  be  first 
taken  upon  striking  out  "fifty." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  will  be  taken 
first  upon  filling  the  blank  with  the  largest  num- 
ber. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  hope  the  motion 
of  the   gentleman   from  Marion,   [Mr.   Gibson,] 


wijl  not  prevail.  Justices  of  the  peace  should 
not  be  allowed  to  have  jiirisdictiDn  of  so  large 
an  amount  as  five  hundred  dollars,  or  anything 
like  it.  They  are  not  created  to  decide  que.'^tions 
of  so  much  iujport  ince,  but  to  settle  neighbor- 
hood difficulties,  where  the  amount  in  controver- 
sy will  not  warraut  parties  to  subject  themselves 
to  the  expense  of  going  to  courts  better  quali- 
fied to  settle  legal  questions.  I  would  be  in  fa- 
vor, myself,  of  retaining  the  sum  named  here — 
(ii'ty  dollars — but  1  have  no  particular  objections 
to  extending  it  to  one  hundred  dollars.  Even  if 
justices  ot  the  peace  were  qualified,  and  had  the 
requisite  learning  and  ability,  they  live,  as  a 
general  thing,  in  a  neighborhood  where  the  dis- 
putes, which  they  are  called  upon  to  adjust, 
originate.  The  plaintifi  in  a  suit  generally  goes 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  states  his  case,  not  un- 
frequeutly  takes  the  advice  of  the  justice  in  the 
matter,  and  enlists  his  feelings  in  his.  behalf  be- 
fore the  process  is  issued.  Then,  again,  the  offi- 
cer who  summons  the  jury  in  a  jury  trial,  also 
lives  in  the  neighborhood.  He  is  generally  ap- 
pealed to,  and  his  sympathies  are  excited,  and 
thus  there  is  a  feeling  enlisted  on  his  side  on 
the  part  of  the  court  and  jury  that  are  to  dis- 
pose of  the  matter. 

If  we  arc  going  to  extend  the  amount  of  ju- 
risdiction of  these  justices  of  the  peace  to  five 
hundred  dollars,  why  not  strike  out  of  the  con- 
stitution that  provision  which  creates  a  district 
court?  If  they  are  capable  of  deciding  cases 
where  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  in 
controversy,  they  are  certainly  qualified  to  de- 
cide nine-tenths  of  the  cases  that  arise  in  the 
district  courts. 

There  is  many  an  intricate  case  which  would 
arise  in  a  justice's  court  under  an  extended  jur- 
isdiction of  that  kind,  which  would  require  the 
most  nice,  refined,  and  profound  knowledge  of 
the  law.  It  is  candying  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
justice's  court  entirely  beyond  the  scope  they 
were  intended  to  have.  I  am  opposed  to  giving 
them  this  extended  jurisdiction,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr. 
Gibson,]  will  not  prevail. 

Mr  GIBSON.  I  am  surprised  at  the  position 
which  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee  [Mr.  Clark,] 
takes  upon  this  question.  Take  the  position  of 
that  gentleman,  and  we  would  naturally  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  our  justices  of  the  peace 
were  corrupt,  that  they  were  liable  to  be  bribed. 
He  has  even  gone  further.  He  tells  you,  that 
even  a  jury  before  a  justice's  court  are  liable  to 
be  corrupted.  Would  not  the  same  principle 
extend  to  a  jury  in  a  district  court  ?  Is  not  a 
jury  of  a  district  court  com[)Osed  of  citizens  of 
the  county  ?  and  is  not  a  jury  of  a  justice's  court 
composed  of  citizens  of  a  county?  and  where  is 
the  difference?  Would  there  be  a  greater  liabil- 
ity to  corruption  and  bribery  in  a  justice's  court 
than  there  would  be  in  a  district  court? 

He  says  also  that  increasing  the  jurisdiction 
of  justices  of  the  peace  would  virtually  do  away 
with  the  practice  of  the  district  court.  Not  at 
all.     We  do  not  seek  any  such  thing ;  we  only 
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seek  to  extend  this  jurisdiction  in  civil  cftses,  aid  cause  then  I  can  appear  in  my  own  case  and  set 
matters  of  debt.  We  do  not  sceii  to  give  jus-  .  up  my  own  claim.  I  am  not  J^urprised  that  gen- 
tices  of  the  peace  the  right  to  decide  in  cases,  j  tleman  of  the  legal  profes?ion  desire  to  o-ive  jus- 
where  the  title  to  real  estate  is  involved.     How    tices  jurisdiction  only  in  cases  wliere  the^anuiiint 


oftin  is  it  the  fa^t,  that  an  individual  holds  a 
idain  note  of  hatid,  and  he  is  forbidden  or  de- 
nied the  right  to  conunence  a  suit  upon  it  until 
tiie  district  court  sits,  because  it  amounts  to  a 
greater  amount  than  comes  wiihin  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Is  this  right? 
Cases  such  as  I  have  instanced    are  common 


involved  is  merely  nominal,    for  it  gives  them  a 
better  opportunity  to  make  fees. 

Mr  GILLASPY.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  should  be  extended  to 
five  hundred  dollars.  1  would  prefer  that  the 
sum  should    be    two  hundred    dollars,  and    the 


and  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee  very  well  i  ^^'''^''''  ^"'"  "'-^  Pi'efcrence  is  this.  There  are 
kuow.s  it.  The  debtors  look  to  this  point  ■  I  l  "''''"f  ^^f  ^  ^''^''^  ''^  '^'^^  ^'^^  ""  P'-'^'"  "otc  of 
have  heard  it  very  often  remarked  by  a  debtor—  i  ^^  "^°  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and 


have  heard  it  very  often  remarked  by 
if  I  can  raise  tl;e  sum  to   over  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, then,  under  our    form   of  laws,  I  defy  the  i       a  •    ^  r  '       

creditor  to  commence  his  suit  against  me  befoi'c  '    ,      certainly  worse  for  the  defendant,   because 
the  justice   of  the   peace.     The   creditor  0^,,^    .^h«  . costs  are  greater  in  this  court  than  before 


is  required    to  briiif 
court,  which    makt 


his    suit    before  a    district 
it  worse   for  the  plaintifF 


court,  and  get  a  judgment  against  this  debtor  '  ^''.^^''?^  J""'"'^'''''^^  "^"  '""'  ''"^^'  g^o''^'"""  '"  the 
upon  a  plain  note  of  hand.  1  do  not  suppose  '  *["''  ""^  ^f f'^'  ^''^'^  uno\ye  a  debt  of  fifty  dollars, 
t';e  centleman  from  Alamakee  is  in  the  habit  of  \  ^"",1  ^^^^'^  ^°  ^  promisory  note  of  one 
collecting  debts  upon  the  most  simpl  ■  note  ..fi  tlion**";!  dollars ;  and  that  the  justices  of  the 
hand  at  less  than  five  per  cent;  and  yet  hg  '  1''!''='^  ^''"° '^  ^°"'P^'^"^ '«  "^^^ide  questions  that 
would  put  the  creditor  to  this  expense  of*  (roin<r  i  "^"  f  "f  e  in  his  court  upon  claims  of  fifty  dollars 
to  the   district   court   for  collectincr  his   nionev  i  T""  ,   be  competent  to    decide    upon  claims  of 

five   hundred  or  a    thousand  dollars.     It  is  for 


upon  a  plain  note  of  hand.  If  it  be  a  case  that 
is  ciimpl  cated,  if  there  is  some  doubt  about  it, 
if  the  individual  bringing  the  suit  thinks  the 
justice  of  the  peace  would  not  be  competent  to 
try  it,  he  is  not  compelled  to  bring  it  before  him; 
but  he  can  commence  his  suit  in  the  district 
court.  If  the  individual,  however,  to  whom  the 
debt  is  coming  i.s  satisfied  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  justice,  and  the  jury  who  may  be  called,  are 
we  to  say  that  we  will  forbid  it?  Is  it  right  and 
just  to  compel  an  individual  to  take  a  case  into 
the  district  court  when  there  is  no  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  it  ?     1  think  not. 

It  m'ay  be  that  the  sum  I  have  named  here, 
five  hundred  dollars,  is  too  high.  It  would  not 
bo  to  suit  my  own  feelings,  and  I  think  there 
•would  lie  no  trouble  growing  out  of  the  exten- 
sion of  a  jurisrliclion  of  a  justice  to  this  amount. 
I  a'^sure  the  conventi  ,n  tiiat  I  will  not  by  any 
vote  of  mine  go  for  limiting  the  jurisdiction  of 
juaticp.s  to  suits  that  shall  not  exceed  in 
amount  fifty  dollars,  nor  over  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. At  the  least  calculation,  I  think  the  juris- 
diction should  bo  extended  to  three  hundred 
dollars. 

If  we  make  the  oITice.of  justice  of  the  peace  an 
oflice  of  trust  and  importance,  there  will  bo  a 
greater  inducement  held  out  to  the  people  of  a 
t')wnsliip  to  elect  their  best  men  to  this  odice. 
If  gentlemen  are  accustomed  to  having  ju>^tices 
of  the  |ic;ice  who  are  not  competent  to  attend  to 
these  ni:itter.«.  they  ought  to  select  better  men. 
It  is  not  so  in  the  .section  of  country  that  I  have 
the  honi 


the  benefit  of  the  plaintifi:'  and  defendant,  that 
we  require  certain  cases  to  be  determined  in  a 
cheaper^  court.  I  am  opposed  to  saying  that 
the  justice  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  cases  where 
the  amount  in  controversy  is  five  hunared  dol- 
lars, but  I  am  willing  to  fix  the  sum  at  two 
hundred  dollars.  This  sum  would  cover  a  largo 
majority  of  business  transactions. 

_  Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  If,  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
here  asked,  it  were  confined  to  the  collection  of 
debts,  it  would  perhaps  be  less  objectionable. 
But  the  jurisdiction  is  general,  with  only  two 
exceptions,  and  these  are  cases  arising  in  chan- 
cery and  questions  where  title  to  real  estate  is 
involved.  With  these  two  exceptions,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Marion,  [.Mr.  Gibson,]  by  his 
amendment  proposes  to  raise  the  jurisdiction  of 
justices  from  one  hundred  dollars  to  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  all  conceivable  cases  that  may 
arise  in  the  intricate  transactions  of  man  with 
his  fellow-man. 

So  far  as  the  allusions  of  the  gentlemen  who 
first  addressed  the  committee  u[)on  the  opposite 
side  of  tiie  question  to  myself  are  concerned,  I 
do  not  feel  disjiMsed  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
convention  in  replying  to  them.  In  the  first 
lihice.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  governed  in  this 
respect  by  any  jiecuniary  considerations  that 
may  (low  from  the  adoption  or  njection  of  the 
amendment  olf.-red  by  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
rion; and  in  the  next  place,  if  I  were  thus  to  be 
governed,  I   would  certainly  wish   to  have  the 


to  .,.!-on  /ivM^    r?      .,     "'"n   '   .l""^''^'':  "•"'•»"• 'J'T'^fiiclion  of  justices  extended  to  alls   bjects, 
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nL.P  ,l,o      H        '    r""'  :"^"\'  "  •'"''"''  "''  "'°    ■••'•^o^'^'l.  ""•!  Sivo  them  a  jurisdiction  co-exten- 

pence  there  than   before  the   district  court,  be- I  sive  with  every   court   iu   the   county;  with  a 
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right  of  appeal  to  a  higher  court.  Instead  of 
preventlag  litigatioa,  it  would  increase  and  mul- 
tiply the  fees  of  attorneys  indefiailely.  But  on 
the  other  hand  limit  their  jurisdiction,  keep 
tliem  within  the  sphere  within  which  they  were 
intended  to  act,  and  it  will  curtail  litigation. 

The  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,] 
thinks  that  I  am  actuated  by  pecuniary  motives 
in  my  opposition  to  the  amendment  he  has  pro- 
posed. It  will  not  be  perhaps  more  than  just 
that  I  should  pay  my  friend  a  little  compliment. 
He  saya  that  he  desires  to  give  dignity  to  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  he  Is  looking  to  tliat  office  in  his  own 
neighborhood. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  if  you  have  a 
debt  of  one  hundred  dollars  which  you  wish  to 
collect  you  cannot  commence  a  suit  before  a 
justice,  but  must  wait  until  the  district  court 
opens.  This  does  not  necessarilyfoUow.  Under 
our  present  constitution,  district  judges  of  any 
district  can  make  rules  by  which  a  suit  may  be 
commenced  and  brought  to  judgment  in  vacation; 
where  there  is  no  defence.  You  can  take  judg- 
ment by  default  in  such  cases,  calculate  the 
amount  and  assess  the  damages.  There  is  no 
difficulty  at  all  about  this  matter  under  our 
present  laws. 

The  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy] 
states  that  it  will  be  better  for  the  plaintiff,  that 
the  amount  for  which  parties  can  sue  injustices 
courts  should  be  two  hundred  dollars,  for  the 
reason  that  the  expenses  will  be  less.  There  is 
no  need  of  making  expense.  If  the  parties  do 
not  wish  to  litigate  and  the  only  object  is  to  get 
judgment,  let  them  take  judgment  by  confession 
and  by  default.  But  on  the  other  hand  suppose 
there  is  a  desire  upon  the  one  side  to  obtain 
justice,  and  on  the  other  to  over-reach;  is  it  not 
for  the  best  interests  of  both  parties,  that  the 
case  should  be  brought  into  a  court  in  the  first 
instance  which  is  competent  to  render  judgment, 
and  from  which  there  is  no  appeal  upon  the 
merits  ?  I  find  that  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
upon  this  matter  extends,  three  fourths  of  the 
business  of  the  district  courts  comes  from  the 
justice's  courts  in  theshape  of  appeal  suits. 

The  geutleman  from  Marion  is  surprised  at 
the  idea  that  any  undue  influences  are  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  justice's  court, and  he  asks  why 
can  they  not  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  dis- 
trict court  in  the  same  way?  He  says  also, 
that  the  jurors  in  the  district  court  are  the 
jurors  of  the  county,  and  he  asks  if  jurors  in 
justice's  court  are  not  jurors  of  the  county  also  ? 
We  all  know  the  diff'erence  between  these  ju- 
rors. In  one  case  the  jury  is  selected  by  the 
sheriff  through  the  county,  and  in  the  other 
case  the  jury  is  selected  by  a  constable  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  where  the  trial  is  to 
take  place.  And  in  many  cases  this  ofiicer  has 
his  feelings  enlisted  upon  the  side  of  the  plain- 
tiff, when  he  summons  his  jury.  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  understood  that  justices  of  the  peace  and 
juries  are  corrupted,  or  that  they  are  dishonest; 
but  the  results  I  have   named   will  follow   very 
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often  from  the  very  nature  of  things.  Men  can- 
not avoid  taking  sides  in  a  controversy,  either 
one  way  or  the  other.  A  man  cannot  see  a 
fight  between  two  brute  beasts  without  having 
his  feeling  enlisted  upon  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  These  feelings  are  honorable  to  hunan 
nature.  They  were  created  by  the  same  Being 
that  created  him,  for  good  and  wise  purposes. 
The  difficulty  is  that  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
living  in  the  very  neighborhood  where  diffi- 
culties arise,  is  apt  in  a  good  many  cases  to  have 
his  mind  prejudiced  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  for  this  reason  I  do  not  want  his  ju- 
risdiction extended  to  cases  where  a  large 
amount  is  involved.  I  want  it  confined  to 
minor  controversies  between  man  and  man. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  upon  this  question. 
Every  member  h  re  has  doubtless  made  up  his 
mind  how  he  will  vote  upon  it.  One  great  ob- 
jection to  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices 
to  cases  where  the  amount  involved  is  five 
hundred  dollars  is,  that  it  will  make  business 
for  lawyers,  and  for  this  reason  I  would  limit 
their  jurisdiction  to  cases  where  only  a  small 
amount  is  involved.  I  am  willing  to  give  them 
jurisdiction  in  cases  involving  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  GOWER.  It  so  happens  that  I  have  had 
some  experience  upon  this  subject.  I  have  been 
called  upon  to  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
about  seventeen  years,  and  I  have  served  where 
the  jurisdiction  has  ranged  from  twenty  to  ono 
hundred  doUars.  My  observation  leads  me  to 
believe,  that  the  amount,  one  hundred  dollars, 
now  established  in  our  code  is  the  most  conve- 
nient sum  to  be  fixed  as  the  amount  over  which 
the  justice  shall  have  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  will  simply  give  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  reason  thnt  influenced  the  com- 
mittee in  making  their  report.  In  cases  of  liti- 
gation before  justices  of  the  peace  there  is  gen- 
erally some  little  feeling  mixed  up  with  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute.  The  constable,  or  officer  of  the 
court,  is  very  apt  to  be  influenced  by  this  feel- 
ing, without  being  aware  of  it;  and  he  is  liable 
to  let  that  feeling  manifest  itself  in  summoning 
his  jury.  We  proposed,  in  committee,  to  limit 
the  amount  of  the  sums  in  controversy  over 
which  justices  should  have  jurisdiction  to  fifty 
dollars.  So  far  as  I  am  acquainted  there  is  not 
one  case  in  ten,  in  which  the  amount  of  proper- 
ty in  controversy  exceeds  fifty  dollars,  where  a 
decision  is  made  in  a  justice's  court,  that  an 
appeal  is  not  taken  to  the  district  court,  and  you 
have  thus  the  double  expense  of  a  trial  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  before  a  district  court. 
This  was  one  important  reason  which  influenced 
the  committee  in  reporting  as  they  have. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  1  would  say  to  my  friend  from 
Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  if  he  intends  to  make 
me  a  justice  of  the  peace,  I  would  take  it  as  a 
great  favor,  if  he  would  vote  for  the  proposition 
I  have  made,  because,  if  I  were  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  I  should  want  a  jurisdiction  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Gib- 
eons  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  tive  hundred 
dollars,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank 
■with  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion 
to  fill  the  blank  with  one  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  One  hundred  dollars  is  a  very 
inconvenient  sum  to  be  settled  here  as  the 
amount.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  a  little  oyer 
that  amount,  say  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 

dollars for  that  amount  will  a  little  more  than 

cover  the  principal  and  interest  where  the  note 
is  for  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  filling  the  blank  with  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  one  hundred  dollars  was 
agr'  ed  to. 

Gel  motion — ■ 

The  Committee  then  rose. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  Chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  had  had  under  consideration 
the  report  referred  to  them,  had  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  and  instructed  him  to  ask  leave  to 
Bit  again. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  received, 
and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion — 

The  Convention  theu  took  a  recess  until  2 
o'clock,  P.  M. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Tho  Convention  met  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
vas  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  Convention  then  resumed,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Todhunter  in  the  Chair,)  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
miscellaneous  subjects. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  section  of  tho  re- 
port is  still  open  for  amendment. 

Jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  move  to  strike  out  ♦'three," 
and  insert  in  its  place,  "  five,"  so  that  the  sec- 
tion will  then  read : 

♦'  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases,  (except  cases  in 


chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question  of  title 
to  any  real  estate  may  arise),  where  the  amount 
in  controversy  docs  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  by  the  consent  of  parties  may  be  ex- 
tended to  any  amount  not  exceeding  Jive  hun- 
dred dollars." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendments  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Size  of  Counties. 

Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  No  netv  county  shall  be  herealter  created 
containing  less  than  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  square  miles  ;  nor  shall  the  territorj'  of  any 
organized  county  be  reduced  below  that  amount; 
Provided,  however,  tbat  the  county  of  "Worth, 
and  those  west  of  it,  on  the  Minnesota  line,  may 
be  organized  without  additional  territory." 

Jlr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  As  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects  [Mr. 
Bunker]  is  absent,  1  will  state  the  reason  for 
making  this  proviso  here.  The  section,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  the  section  in  the  old  constitu- 
tion upon  this  subject,  with  the  addit.on  of  the 
proviso,  which  is  rendered  necessary  from  the 
fact,  that  upon  a  late  survey  of  the  boundary  of 
this  State  upon  the  Minnesota  line,  it  was  found 
that  the  county  of  Worth,  and  the  counties  west 
of  it,  contain  less  territory  than  is  required  to 
make  them  constitutional  counties.  Hence  the 
reason  for  offering  this  proviso,  so  that  these 
counties  might  be  organized  with  their  present 
territory. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Before  the  question  is  taken 
upon  the  adoption  of  this  section  I  wish  the 
gentleman  to  take  into  consideration  the  propri- 
ety of  leaving  out  this  section  entirely.  There 
is  one  reason  why  I  believe  we  might  safely 
leave  it  out,  and  it  is  this.  There  are  some 
counties  forming  districts  in  which  there  are 
large  cities,  as  is  the  case  with  Dubuque  county. 
The  county  of  Dubuque  is  not  large,  but  the 
city  is,  and  is  growing  rapidly,  and  the  strength 
of  the  city  exceeds  that  of  the  county.  The 
city  overshadows  the  county  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  county.  It  is  the 
ruling  power  and  can  appropriate  the  funds  of 
the  county  to  whatever  purpose  it  may  see  fit. 
There  are  quite  a  number  of  other  counties  in 
which  there  are  large  cities.  The  taxes  in 
Dubuque  county  are  larger  than  in  any  of  the 
other  north-eastern  counties,  several  mills  on 
the  dollar  more.  There  is  no  good  reason  why 
the  taxes  in  farming  districts  in  Dubuque  coun- 
ty should  bo  larger  than  those  of  Delaware  or 
Clayton  countj'.  The  city  of  Dubuque  is  a  city 
of  suflicient  size  to  conduct  properly  a  separate 
organization.  As  a  city  with  its  immediate 
suburbs,  it  should  have,  in  my  opinion,  an  or- 
ganization separate  and  distinct  from  the  farm- 
ing or  rural  districts,  that  are  now  comprised 
in  tho  county  of  Dubuque.     And  those  farming 
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districts  should  have  a  county  of  their  own,  and 
have  their  own  municipal  regulations,  so  as  not 
to  be  overshadowed  by  the  vote  of  the  city. 
We  have  a  good  many  precedents  of  this  char- 
acter in  Eastern  cities,  which  are  separated  and 
divided  from  the  farming  or  rural  districts. 

There  are  many  cases  within  the  knowledge  of 
all  (he  gentlemen  here — there  are  certainly 
within  my  own  knowledge — where  the  influence 
of  the  city  over  the  farming  districts  connected 
with  it  by  the  same  county  organization  is  felt 
in  the  shape  of  burdensome  taxation.  There  is 
no  just  and  good  reason  why  this  should  be  the 
case.  The  taxation  in  Dubuque  county  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect — and  the  gentleman  from  that 
city  can  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong — is  some- 
thing like  fifteen  mills  on  the  dollar,  whereas 
the  taxation  in  Delaware  and  Clayton  counties 
is  something  like  seven  or  eight  mills  on  the 
dollar.  I  claim  that  if  the  farming  districts 
now  connected  with  the  county  of  Dubuque 
were  separated  from  it,  and  had  a  separate 
county  organization  of  their  own,  their  taxes 
would  not  exceed  seven  or  eight  mills  on  the 
dollar. 

I  have  been  informed  that  a  portion  of  the 
funds  belonging  to  that  county  have  been  ap- 
propriated by  the  county  judge  in  building  a 
bridge  from  Dubuque  over  to  the  island.  This 
appropriation  may  be  considered  just  and  pro- 
per by  the  city  of  Dubuque,  but  the  people  in 
the  farming  districts  do  not  so  consider  it.  It 
is  true  the  county  judge  may  think  it  is  right 
to  make  an  appropriation  for  bridge  purposes 
in  any  portion  of  the  county.  But  if  the  taxa- 
tion should  become  burdensome,  I  believe  that 
in  this  case  it  would  be  just  and  proper  for  the 
farming  districts  to  sever  from  the  city  and  let 
each  have  its  own  municipality;  let  the  city 
take  care  of  itself,  and  have  its  own  incorpora- 
ted boundaries,  and  its  own  county  limits  and 
organization,  and  let  the  farming  districts  take 
care  of  themselves  and  have  their  county  organ- 
ization, too.  I  believe  if  gentlemen  will  take 
this  view  of  the  matter,  they  will  see  no  good 
reason  why  there  should  not  be,  under  whole- 
some restrictions,  counties  formed  of  districts 
containing  less  than  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  square  miles.  It  may  work  against  the  in- 
terest of  those  gentlemen  who  represent  coun- 
ties that  are  immediately  connected  with  cities; 
but  it  will  certainly  not  work  against  the  forma- 
tion of  the  rural  portions  of  these  counties  into 
county  organizations  of  their  own.  I  think 
gentlemen  can  see  a  very  plain  reason  why  it  is 
no  more  for  the  interest  of  those  living  in  the 
westerr  side  of  Dubuque  county  to  build  a 
bridge  from  the  city  of  Dubuque  over  to  the 
island,  than  it  is  for  those  living  in  Delaware 
county.  In  fact  there  are  many  there  who  are 
not  interested  as  much  as  those  who  live  in 
Delaware  county.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  all 
who  live  in  that  stction,  but  it  is  more  immedi- 
ately for  the  interest  of  those  who  live  in  the 
city,  as  the  building  of  the  bridge  will  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  city. 


The  people  in  my  country  are  about  equally 
divided  in  regard  to  the  question  whether  the 
restriction  in  regard  to  county  limits  should  be 
taken  away  entirely.  Some  believe  that  it 
should  be  taken  off  entirely,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  individuals  resident  within  the  counties 
know  best  how  large  the  limits  of  their  counties 
ought  to  be ;  and  that  those  who  are  to  support 
a  county  organization  are  certainly  the  best 
judges  in  regard  to  this  matter.  If  there  are 
taxes  to  be  levied  for  putting  up  public  build- 
ings, they  are  the  persons  who  are  to  bear  the 
burthen.  It  is  claimed,  therefore,  that  they 
should  be  entitled  to  say  what  the  county  limits 
should  be.  Others,  again,  take  the  opposite 
ground,  and  claim  that  there  should  be  a  re- 
striction in  this  matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
sides  with  either  of  these  classes. 

One  thing  is  true,  that  there  are  many  of  our 
counties  that  are  too  large.  Another  thing  is 
true,  that  if  many  of  the  county  lines  were  es- 
tablished by  natural  barriers  and  not  by  the 
laws,  the  counties  would  be  better  adapted  to 
meet  and  accommodate  the  wants  of  the  people 
than  they  are  now.  The  county  which  I  repre- 
sent has  a  river  running  through  it,  which  is 
bordered  on  either  side  by  high  bluffs,  that  form 
a  natural  barrier  between  the  two  portions  of 
the  county ;  and  this  is  the  case  in  several  oth- 
er counties  of  the  State. 

If  the  restriction  with  regard  to  the  limits  of 
counties  were  taken  off,  it  might  lead  to  a  re 
duction  of  their  size  in  muny  cases,  and  certain- 
ly they  might,  by  taking  natural  barriers  as  the  • 
boundary  line,  be  formed  in  a  better  shape  than 
that  which  they  have  now.  It  might  possibly 
lead  to  s,  reduction  of  the  size  of  counties  so  that 
they  would  be  entirely  too  small  for  practical 
purposes.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  if  the 
restriction  were  taken  off,  that  the  thing  would 
soon  regulate  itself. 

When  cities  ahd  farming  districts  are  connect- 
ed together  under  the  same  organization,  they 
are  apt  to  be  divided  in  feeling ;  and  there 
grows  up  very  often  a  strife  and  rivalry  between 
them.  If  the  city  is  large  it  will  overshadow  the 
country  districts  ;  and  if  the  country  inliuence 
is  the  strongest  it  will  overshadow  the  city. 
They  should  be  disconnected  from  each  other  in 
my  opinion,  where  it  is  practicable,  for  they 
have  not  the  same  identity  of  interest  and  feel- 
ing. 

I  move  to  amend  the  section  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  words  "  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
square  miles,"  the  following,  "except  in  cases 
when  they  include  cities  containing  five  thou- 
sand inhabitants,"  so  that  the  section  will  then 
read: 

"  No  new  county  shall  be  hereafter  created 
containing  less  than  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  square  miles,  except  in  cases  when  they  in- 
clude cities  containing  five  thousand  inhabitants; 
nor  shall  the  territory  of  any  organized  county 
be  reduced  below  that  amount.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  county  of  Worth,  and  those  west 
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of  it,  on  the  Minnesota  line,  maj  be  organized 
■without  additional  territory." 

llr.  EMERSON'.  I  certainly  feel  deeply  grat 
ified  at  the  interest  which  my  friend  from  Clay- 
ton, [Mr.  Scott,]  has  taken  in  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Dubuque.  1  am  aware  that  it  is  very  in- 
efiBciently  represented  upon  this  floor,  and  I  am 
glad  to  have  my  friend  take  up  the  matter  and 
assist  me.  But  1  must  say  that  1  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  difliculties  existing  in  the  county  of 
Dubuque  of  which  the  gentleman  spealis.  I 
hope  the  convention,  so  far  as  Dubuque  is  con- 
cerned, will  give  themselves  no  trouble  about 
any  difficulties  which  the  gentleman  alleges  to 
exist  there. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  had  no  particular  motive  in 
referring  to  Dubuque,  but  1  merely  referred  to 
that  county  to  illustrate  the  general  principle 
which  I  laid  down  in  my  argument  upon  this 
question  of  limiting  the  size  of  counties.  I  do 
not  say  that  Dubuque  is  worse  in  this  respect 
than  other  counties  in  which  there  are  cities. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor 
before,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  up  this  same 
subject,  in  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  county  I  represent.  I  will  state 
to  the  convention  that  a  respectable  portion  of 
the  county  I  represent  are  in  favor  of  having  no 
restriction  at  all  upon  the  limits  of  counties. 
Such,  however,  are  not  my  views,  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  section  proposed  here,  and  I  hope  to 
see  it  carried. 

Mr.  GIBSOX.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Clayton,  [Mr.  Scott,]  which  side  of 
this  question  he  takes.  Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  he  is  instructed  to  favor 
both  sides  ?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  there  may  be  a  perfect 
understanding  between  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
rion, [.Mr.  Gibson,]  and  myself  in  regard  to  this 
question.  I  will  wait  until  the  discussion  of  the 
question  has  fully  elicited  the  expression  of  the 
convention  upon  the  question,  and  perhaps  with 
the  light  which  I  shall  receive  from  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  I  may  then  be 
enabled  to  make  up  my  mind  how  to  vote.  I  do 
not  know  which  portion  of  my  constituency  I 
ought  to  represent.  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  do  not  take  up  the  cudgels  in  favor  of 
either  side.  I  do  not  believe  it  my  duty  to  do 
BO,  bu'  I  will  state  the  wants  and  wishes  of  each, 
and  gentlemen  can  take  such  view  of  the  ques- 
tion as  they  may  see  fit. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  understand  you  then  to  be  on 
the  fence. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     Most  emphatically.  (Laughter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment olfered  by  Mr.  Scott  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  A  portion  of  my 
district  are  somewhat  interested  in  this  question. 
I  am  like  some  other  gentlemen,  in  rather  a  pe- 
culiar j>osition.  I  move  to  strike  out  this  second 
section.  I  make  this  motion  because  a  portion 
of  my  constituents  desire  that  it  should  bo  left 
to  the  legislature  to  regulate  the  size  of  coun- 


ties. In  order  that  I  may  represent  them  here, 
and  do  justice  to  my  own  position,  I  make  this 
motion. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  hope  the  section  will  not 
be  stricken  out.  I  believe  that  striking  out  this 
section  would  only  tend  to  benefit  parties  inter- 
ested in  getting  up  new  counties,  and  building 
up  county  seats  for  their  own  advantage. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  is  very  import- 
ant that  we  should  have  a  provision  of  this 
character  in  our  constitution.  If  there  are 
cases  where  the  limits  proposed  here  would 
work  a  hardship,  we  might  amend  the  section, 
so  as  to  providt  that  the  limits  of  counties  should 
be  smaller.  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  striking 
out  this  section,  and  leave  this  matter  to  the 
legislature,  where  questions  in  regard  to  the  size 
of  counties  would  be  continually  coming  up, 
when  there  was  some  little  dissatisfaction  ex- 
pressed in  regard  to  their  location.  If  gentle- 
men will  look  at  the  map  of  the  State,  th(y  will 
be  satisfied  if  we  leave  this  matter  to  the  legis- 
lature, that  questions  of  this  kind  would  be  con- 
tinually springing  up  in  counties  where  the 
county  seat  is  upon  one  side  of  the  county,  and 
where  speculators  will  want  to  establish  a  new 
one  for  their  own  benefit.  In  order  to  guard 
against  this  thing,  I  think  that  we  ought  to  re- 
tain this  section. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section,  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

There  being  no  farther  amendments  offered  to 
the  second  section — 

Siafe  Boundaries. 

Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The    boundaries  of  the    State  may  be    en- 
larged, with  the    consent  of  Congress  and  the 
General  Assembly.'' 

There  being  no  amendments  ofl'ered  to  this 
section — 

Oath  of   Oficcra. 

Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
oflice,  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
thereof,  take  an  oath  or  alfirmation  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  I'nitcd  States,  and  of 
this  State,  and  also  an  oath  of  office." 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

Elections  to  fill  Vacancies. 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacancies  in 
ofiice  occurring  before  the  expiration  of  a  full 
term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for  the 
residue  of  the  unexpired  term,  and  no  longer, 
unless  re-elected  ;  and  all  persons  appointed  to 
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fill  vacancies  in   office,  shall  hold  until  the  next 
general  election  only." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  oflfer  the  fol- 
lowing to  come  in  as  an  addition  to  the  sec- 
tion : 

"  And  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified." 

So  that  the  section  would  then  read — 

"In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacancies  in 
office  occ'irring  before  the  expiration  of  a  full 
term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for  the 
residue  of  the  unexpired  term,  and  no  longer, 
unless  re-elected  ;  and  all  persons  appointed  to 
fill  vacancies  in  office  shall  hold  until  the  next 
general  election  only,  and  until  their  successors 
are  elected  and  qualified." 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Clarke,  cf  Henry,  and  it 
■was  agreed  to. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section — 


Location  of  State   Unioersily. 


Section  six  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"The  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  single 
institution,  and  be  permanently  located  at  Iowa 
City.  The  present  State  Capitol,  with  such  im- 
provements and  additions  as  may  be  provided 
for  by  law,  shall  be  occupied  hj  the  State  Uni- 
versity, when  not  used  by  the  State  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  move  that  this  section 
be  stricken  out.  My  object  in  making  the  mo- 
tion is  this  :  I  do  not  think  that  the  convention 
should  have  any  thing  to  do  with  local  matters, 
or  local  institutions.  If  we  adopt  this  provision, 
it  will  be  considered  as  a  precedent,  and  we  may 
then  go  on  and  provide  for  the  location  of  every 
charitable  institution  in  the  State.  I  think  the 
least  we  have  to  do  with  these  matters  the  better, 
and  the  proper  course,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
to  refer  all  such  questions  to  the  action  of  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  am  in  favor  of  striking 
out.  this  section,  but  for  a  difl'erent  reason  from 
that  suggested  by  the  gentlemnn  from  Hardin, 
[Mr.  Winchester.]  I  think  the  most  appropriate 
place  for  the  incorporation  of  this  provision  into 
the  constitution  would  be  to  append  it  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  a  tide  on  education 
and  school  lands.  By  voting  to  strike  out  this 
section,  I  do  not  wish  to  indicate  any  opposition 
to  the  location  of  the  University  at  Iowa  City, 
or  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  idea  of  its  being 
permanently  located  by  the  convention. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section  was  agreed  to. 


Location  of  Lands  hy  the  State. 

The  seventh  section  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  'locate  any 
of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been,  or  which 
may  be  granted  by  Congress  to  this  State,  and 
the  location  of  which  may  be  given  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  upon  lands  actually  settled, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  claim  of  such  occupant,  so  exempt- 
ed, shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres." 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  offer  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  not,  without 
the  consent  of  the  occupant,  locate  any  public 
lands  which  have  been  or  may  be  hereafter 
granted  by  Congress  to  this  Slate  upon  lands 
actually  settled,  provided  the  claim  of  such  oc- 
cupant so  exempted  shall  not  exceed  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  substitute 
was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a  division;  ayes  10^ 
noes  11. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  This  is  substan- 
tially the  provision  contained  in  the  present 
const. tution  upon  this  subject.  It  is  necessary 
to  have  such  a  provision  as  this  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  settlers,  in  case  any  other  grant 
of  lands  should  be  made  by  Congress.  That  is 
the  only  reason  for  adopting  it ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Miscellaneous  Subjects,  upon  reflec- 
tion, thought  it  best  to  make  this  provision.  It 
can  do  no  harm,  and  it  may  do  good ;  it  may 
protect  settlers,  if  there  should  be  any  grant  of 
lands  made  by  Congress,  in  addition  to  those 
already  made. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
this  provision.  Under  the  present  liberal  pre- 
emption laws,  there  is  no  danger  to  the  settlers, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  provision  as  this.  I  am  un- 
willing to  put  the  State  in  a  p  osition  in  which  I 
would  not  place  an  individual,  and  therefore  I 
move  to  strike  out  this  section. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  up- 
on a  division,  ayes  13,  noes  11. 

Laws  submitted  to  the  People. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  offer  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section : 

"No  law  which  may  be  passed  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  which  may  be  referred  to  a 
vote  of  the  electors  of  this  State,  and  the  taking 
of  effect  of  which  may  be  made  dependent  upon 
such  vote,  shall,  in  consequence  of  such  refer- 
ence, be  held  invalid,  or  in  violation  of  this  con- 
stitution ;  and  all  such  additional   enactments 


802 


LAWS  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


[33d  Day 


Tliujrsday] 


HALL— SKIFF— CLARKE,  of  U.— MARTIX. 


[February  36tlx 


shall,  upoa  their  approval  hj  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  at  such  election,  take  eti'ect  and  be 
in  force  agreeably  to  their  several  provisions." 

Mr.  HALL.  We  have  already  vested  the 
le^rislative  power  of  this  State  in  a  legislature. 
This  leaves  it  either  with  the  legislature  or  with 
the  people,  just  as  the  legislature  ruay  find  con- 
venient. They  can  get  rid  of  all  responsibility 
and  throw  it  upon  their  constituents  at  pleas- 
ure. I  do  not  believe  that  such  a  provision  is 
called  for,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise 
to  incorporate  it  into  the  constitution. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  If  a  section  were  offered  here  as 
an  amendment,  which  would  provide  that  all 
hxws  which  are  referred  to  the  people  in  this 
way,  should  be  invalid  and  have  no  effect  at  all, 
I  would  vote  for  it,  because  I  do  not  like  this 
kind  of  legislation  at  all.  I  would  make  only 
one  exception  of  laws  to  be  referred  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  is  the  laws  in  relation  to  bank- 
ing. 

Mr.  CL.iRKE,  of  Henry.  The  gentleman  has 
an  exception,  it  seems,  and  he  wants  it  consid- 
ered. I  ask  him  to  extend,  in  a  spirit  of  charity, 
the  same  right  to  others,  who  have  other  meas- 
ures that  they  want  excepted.  There  are  a  good 
many  who  want  to  leave  this  question  of  sub- 
mitting the  liquor  law  to  the  people,  free  from 
all  constitutional  questions.  It  seems  to  be  a 
favorite  method  in  different  States  of  the  Union, 
and  it  has  been  in  this  State,  that  of  submitting 
questions  to  the  people.  You  cannot  deny  but 
what  a  majority  ot  the  people  of  this  State  pre- 
fer that  method  of  settling  the  liquor  law.  It 
is  a  question  which  ought  to  be  kept  out  of  pol- 
itics, and  upon  which  every  man  should  have  the 
right  to  speak  and  act,  without  being  called  upon 
to  vote  for  candidates  for  I  tlice,  who  may  be  nomi- 
nated by  this  or  that  party.  If  you  allow  the 
people  to  vote  upon  this  question,  you  get  the 
voice  of  the  people  upon  the  law  as  it  is  passed. 

There  is  no  danger  of  the  Legislature  sending 
all  laws  to  the  people.  If  the  gentlemen  will 
point  out  another  instance,  except  that  of  sub- 
mitting the  licjuor  question,  where  they  have 
done  this  thing,  I  should  think  there  was  some 
force  in  their  objections. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  with  my 
friends,  but  I  am  absolutely  oppo.sed  to  this 
mode  of  legislatiou  in  every  place  except  where 
wo  have  named  it.  In  every  new  question  that 
comes  up  in  the  Legislature,  members  might 
think  they  would  endanger  their  popular- 
ity by  the  action  they  would  take  in  reganl 
to  it,  and  therefore  they  would  be  in  favor  of 
submitting  it  to  the  people  and  thus  shirk  the 
responsibility  of  voting  upon  it  themselves. 
They  would  then  have  no  popularity  to  lose  by 
80  doing.  I  am  o))posed  to  this  mode  of  legis- 
lating. I  think  we  shall  experience  the  bad  ef- 
fects of  last  winter's  legislation,  in  the  law 
which  was  passed,  requiring  counties  to  choose 
between  the  two  laws,  in  relation  to  the  selling 
of  liquor.  Probably  neither  of  the  laws  will  be 
executed  undtr  that  system.     If  the  Legislature 


had  just  come  right  out  and  enacted  the  law  as 
it  came  before  them,  it  might  have  done  some 
good.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  members  of 
the  Legislature,  who  have  taken  an  oath  to  do 
their  duty  faithfully,  and  to  investigate  all  sub- 
jects that  come  before  them  in  a  proper  manner, 
are  better  qualified  than  nine-tenths  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  have  not  directed  their  attention  par- 
ticularly to  this  subject;  at  all  events,  not  suffi- 
ciently to  give  them  a  proper  idea  of  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion. I  thought  the  gentleman  from  Henry, 
[Mr  Clarke]  and  myself  made  a  treaty  the 
other  day.  I  hope  he  will  keep  his  side  and  I 
will  keep  mine.  I  intend  to  hold  him  to  the 
barga  n.  He  said  he  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  negroes  and  I  said  I  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  whiskey.     [Laughter. 

So  far  as  this  question  was  concerned,  I 
should  have  supposed  the  experience  of  the 
past  would  be  amply  suflScient.  We  have  had* 
one  law  submitted  to  the  people,  which  fell 
still-born;  and  it  has  never  been  enforced,  ex- 
cept to  gratify  feelings  of  spite,  andonlj'  in  par- 
ticular localities.  It  is  a  i;ead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book,  and  the  legislature  have  been  glad 
to  retreat  from  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
these  matters  here  at  all.  I  think  the  legisla- 
ture is  the  proper  body  to  pass  laws  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  reminds  me  of  an 
arrangement  we  made  the  other  day.  I  always 
make  it  a  point  to  be  faithful  to  my  engage- 
ments, and  I  always  mean  to  be  more  faithful 
to  them  when  I  do  not  give  my  bond,  than  when 
I  do.  I  believe  I  can  appeal  to  the  convention 
to  confirm  the  fiict,  that  the  gentleman  since  he 
made  that  engagement  has  occupied  all  his  time 
nearly  in  looking  after  the  negroes,  and  now  I 
claim  my  right  to  be  looking  out  after  the  whis- 
key. [Laughter.]  When  I  got  up  here  to 
speak  in  behalf  of  this  amendment,  I  had  one 
thing  in  view,  and  one  only.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any  other  questions  that  will  be 
likely  to  come  up,  where  the  law  will  be  left  to 
the  people.  I  was  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
remarks  from  the  gentleman  from  Jones,  [Mr. 
Marvin.]  I  suppose  he  knows  the  history  of 
legislation  upon  these  matters,  and  is  probably 
better  ac<iuaintcd  with  the  way  these  things  are 
arranged  tlinn  I  am.  As  I  understand  it,  they 
are  managed  in  this  way.  The  legislature  meet 
and  discuss  a  liquor  bill  ;  they  soon  divide  into  v 
two  or  three  parties,  all  urging,  as  they  say,  1 
what  their  constituents  want.  Some  will  be 
claiming  that  a  huv  ujion  this  subject  will  effect 
(he  rights  of  individuals,  and  that  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional in  this  and  that  respect.  They  final- 
ly efl'ect  a  compromise  by  agreeing  to  leave  the 
law,  when  it  shall  be  passed  in  all  its  provis- 
ions, to  be  voted  upon  by  the  people.  That  is 
the  way  these  compromises  have  been  effected. 
It  is  not  so  much  because  the  legislature  aro 
afraid  to  take  the  responsibility  themselves,  but 
it  is  Decauso  they  arc  in  doubt  as   to  what  the 
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people  really  want,  and  whether  they  are  really 
prepared  for  such  a  law. 

It  has  been  often  used  as  an  argument  upon 
this  subject,  that  the  public  mind  is  not  yet  pre- 
pared for  tlie  passage  of  such  a  bill.  A  member 
will  get  up  and  say,  "  I  do  not  pretend  to  de- 
fend the  manufacture,  use,  and  vending  of  this 
poison,"  and  put  hiinselt  upon  the  record  in  that 
way,  and  then  turn  around  and  say,  "  my  con- 
stituents do  not  want  such  a  law."  The  only 
answer  you  can  make  to  such  arguments  as  this 
is,  let  us  leave  it  to  the  people  to  say  whether 
they  will  have  it  or  not. 

One  of  two  things  are  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  get  at  the  will  of  the  people  upon  this 
subject.  You  are  compelled  either  to  elect  men 
upon  that  issue,  which  is  a  most  obnoxious 
thing,  or  resort  to  some  such  operation  as 
this  to  get  the  law  before  the  people.  In  order 
to  settle  this  question,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  pro- 
vision, that  our  legislature  may  hereafter  make 
such  liquor  laws  as  they  see  fit,  and  send  them 
down  to  the  people  to  be  voted  upon. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  regard  this  as 
a  very  serious  questii.  n,  for  to  my  mind  the  pro- 
vision here  offered  changes  the  whole  character 
of  our  representative  government.  Our  general 
assembly  is  composed  of  members  representing 
certain  districts,  and  the  basis  of  representation 
is  population.  In  that  way  every  vote  given  in 
the  general  assembly  is  the  vote  of  a  specific 
portion  of  the  people;  and  every  law  passed  is 
passed  by  the  voice  of  every  citizen  of  the 
State,  and  it  is  passed  by  an  equality  of  votes, 
no  one  section  having  an  advantage  over  the 
other.  If  your  apportiontment  of  members  is  cor- 
rectly made,  as  the  constitution  requires,  every 
citizen  has  an  equal  voice  in  the  passage  of  the 
laws. 

If  this  provision  is  adopted,  many  a  local 
question  may  arise,  in  which  only  one  portion 
of  the  State  may  have  an  interest.  They  may 
desire  a  law  in  relation  to  that  subject  suitable 
to  their  own  peculiar  views;  and  being  the  only 
parties  interested,  they  would  have  the  right  in 
some  measure,  to  have  the  law  passed.  This 
local  law  might  be  submitted  to  the  people  of 
of  the  State,  a  majority  of  whom  might  impose 
upon  the  section  of  the  State  interested  in  this 
particular,  local  measure,  something  that  they 
did  not  want.  Take  the  case  of  the  Des 
Moines  River  Improvement.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  this  state 
as  to  the  value  of  that  improvement.  There  is 
also  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  character 
and  management  of  that  improvement.  Sup- 
pose a  bill  is  introduced  into  the  legislature 
abolishing  that  work,  or  regulating  its  manage- 
ment. Heretofore  it  has  been  very  generally 
the  practice  to  allow  members  from  the  Des 
Moines  valley  to  determine  what  they  wanted  in 
relation  to  it;  and  whatever  they  have  agreed 
upon,  has  been  passed.  Suppose  that  somebody 
from  some  other  portion  of  the  state  not 
particularly  interested  in  this  work,  nresenta  a 
proposition  changing  the  character  of  this  work 


and  its  management,  and  that  the  general  assem- 
bly, with  a  view  of  shiftin.;?  the  responsibility 
from  themselves,  submit  this  question  to  a  vote 
of  the  people.  The  people  of  the  whole  state 
vote  upon  it,  and  the  people  of  that  portion  ot 
the  state,  who  are  directly  interested  in  this 
work,  and  desire  a  peculiar  kind  of  improve- 
ment, have  something  imposed  upon  them 
which  they  do  not  want.  And  this  same  result 
may  follow  upon  all  subjects  of  legislation.  If 
this  rule  may  be  applied  to  one  case,  it  may  also 
be  applied  to  another.  This  seems  to  me  to  be 
changing  the  character  of  our  representative 
form  of  government,  and  destroying  the  very 
basis  upon  which  the  law-making  power  de- 
pends. I  do  trust  that  before  taking  a  step  so 
serious  as  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  be,  this 
subject  will  recive  full  and  ample  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  convention. 

If  everything  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  if  nothing  is  to  be  determined  unless 
we  submit  it  to  their  vote,  it  seems  to  me  we 
had  better  abolish  the  law-making  power  en- 
tirely, and  provide  that  the  government  of  Iowa 
shall  be  a  mass  democracy,  and  provide  for 
calling  the  people  together  en  masse,  to  deter- 
mine all  questions  affecting  their  interests.  I 
tancy  I  can  see  great  danger  to  public  and  local 
interests  in  the  adoption  of  such  a  provision  as 
this  now  under  consideration,  and  I  hope  that 
it  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF  offered  the  following  substi- 
tute : 

"No  law  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  by 
the  Legislature  and  approved  by  the  Governor, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  to  be  voted  up- 
on previous  to  its  taking  effect,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  laws  in  relation  to  banking." 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  that 
he  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  banking  is  the 
only  case  in  which  we  have  required  a  law  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people  In  the  article  upon 
State  debts,  section  four,  he  will  find  the  same 
provision. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  accept  that  as  an  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  want  this  wholesale  legislation 
by  the  people.  I  will  call  attention  to  a  matter 
of  legislation  which  went  before  the  people  and 
which  created  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  the 
State — our  present  hog  law.  It  created  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  from  the  very  fact  that  it  was  a 
law  to  take  effect  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  The 
people  can  have  the  law  or  reject  it.  In  one 
county  it  may  be  in  force,  while  in  the  adjoining 
county  it  may  be  otherwise.  Upon  the  line  be- 
tween two  such  counties,  it  is  always  a  source 
of  difficulty  upon  that  side  of  the  line  where  it 
is  in  force.  The  law  is  not  equal  in  its  opera- 
tions. If  we  have  a  law  uniform  all  over  the 
State,  whether  it  is  one  way  or  the  other,  every- 
body in  the  State  knows  exactly  what  the  law 
is.  That  very  hog  law  has  caused  about  as  much 
difficulty  as  any  I  know  of  in  the  State.  One 
county  votes  for  it  and  another  against  it ;  and 
the  consequence  is  that  if  you  enforce  it  in  one 
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county,  it  forces   the  people  in  the  adjoining  |  and  the  people  seem  to  enjoy  i^t   well  enough 
county  to  conform  to  its  regulations.  ^  "^        '  ^"'         "  '^  *"  "'      "^ 

So  it  is  with  regard  to  the  license  law — the 
liquor  law — and  all  kinds  of  laws  which  are 
submitted  to  the  people  for  the  ditferent  counties 
to  adopt  them  or  not  at  their  pleasure.  And 
this  makes  the  legislature  no  more  than  a  body 
of  men  to  assemble  here  and  give  the  people  an 
opportunity  to  vote  upou  different  questions. 
The  people  might  just  as  well  meet  in  their  pri- 
mary capacity  as  they  did  in  old  times,  with- 
out'any  representatives  at  all;  and  pass  laws 
by  the  vote  of  the  mass  of  the  people  without 
any  legislation  whatever.  I  want  the  people  to 
come  togetlier  aud  pass  the  laws.  I  here  let 
ihem  be  approved  and  take  effect  upon  a  certain 
day,  so  that  they  shall  be  uniform. 

This  matter  has  been  mooted  in  other  States 
of  the   Union.     It  has    grown    up  within  a  few 


I  do  not  believe  they  are  opposed  to  it.  On  the 
contrary  I  believe  that  if  we  should  say  to  them 
thai  they  should  not  have  the  privilege,  they 
would  dislike  it  very  much.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  would  better  allow  them  this  privilege.  I 
think  that  is  the  most  prudent  course.  I  see  no 
necessity  for  any  prohibitions.  The  legislature 
will  not  be  likely  to  extend  the  system  of  voting 
by  the  people  beyond  what  the  occasion  calls 
for,  or  so  far  as  to  be  troublesome  to  the  peo- 
ple.    For  my  part,  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend. 

nient. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  do  not  know  that  any  great 
difficulty  has  occurred  from  the  submitting  of 
questions  heretofore  ;  and  I  see  no  great  diffi- 
culty which  is  likely  to  occur  from  allowing  this 
privilege  to  remain  in  the  constitution.  So  far 
as  the  liquor  question  is  concerned,  I  consider 
it  pretty   well    settled    now.     And  if  there  are 


years  past.     As  far  as  I  am  aware  the  best  law-  |  ^^^y  ^^her  vexed  questions  to  be  settled,  I  think 

vers  all  over  the  Union  are  opposed  to  iliis  kind  ,  ^i^g  better  way  is  to  settle  them  as  fast  as  we  can 

of  legislation.     They  doubt  very  much   its  con-  ;  -n-ithout  making  anv  changes  in  the  constitution 

In  States   where  their  constitu-    ^Q  g^me  them.     I  d'o  not  believ 


stitutionality. 

tions  contain  similar  provisions  to  that  in  our 
present  constitution,  it  has  been  declared  to  be 
unconstitutional  to  submit  these  matters  to  the 
people.  I  hope  this  constitutional  convention 
will  either  approve  or  disapprove  it;  that  we 
will  say  that  the  legislature  may  submit  every 
law  to  the  people,  or  that  they  shall  submit  no 
law,  with  certain  exceptions.  In  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  definitely  settled  in  this  State,  I 
offer  this  resolutiou,  and  I  accept  the  amendment 
to  include  laws  in  relation  to  State  debts,  and 
will  accept  any  others  embraced  in  the  consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skill",]  to  the  thir- 
tieth section  of  the  article  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment, where  he  will  find  this  provision: 

In  all  the  cases  above   enumerated,  and  in 


we  came  here 
to  settle  any  such  question  ;  and  I  should  prefer 
that  the  matter  should  be  left  as  it  is  under  our 
present  constitution. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  modify  my  amendment  so 
as  to  read  as  follows  : 

"  No  law  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  by 
the  legislature  and  approved  by  the  governor, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  to  be  voted  up- 
on previous  to  its  taking  effect;  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  foregoing  constitution." 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  Is  an  amendment  to  that 
in  order  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No  amendment  of  this 
substitute  is  in  order;  it  is  already  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Skiff,  and  it  was  agreed  to  ;  aves  17, 


all  other  cases  where  a  general  law  can  be  made  ]  noes  8. 


applicable,  all  laws  shall  be  general,  and  of  uui 
form  operation  throughout  the  State  ;  and  no 
law  changing  the  boundary  lines  of  any  county 
nhall  have  etlect  until  upon  being  submitted  to 
the  people  of  the  counties  affected  by  the  change, 
at  a  general  election,  it  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  each  county,  cast  for 
and  against  it."' 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  make  my  exception  gen- 
eral— "except  as  provided  in  this  constitution." 

Mr.  HALL.  In  the  cases  cited  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity of  iiaving  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  lo- 
cality at  all.  These  matters  are  entrusted  to  the 
legislature,  and  if  they  do  not  wish  to  perform 
their  duties,  and  we  will  give  them  the  right, 
ihey  will  turn  it  over  to  the  people.  That  is  a 
principle  I  am  opjjosed  to ;  and  I  think  it  should 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  legislature  thus  to 
escape  the  responsibility  of  their  acts. 

^Ir.  GOWl'-R.     I    cannot    think  there  is  any 


Jlr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  now  move  to 
amend  that  substitute  by  adding  : 

"Except  laws  for  the  suppression  of  intempe- 
rance, and  regulating  or  prohibiting  the  manu- 
factrue  and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Jlr.  I'AllVIN.  The  question  now,  I  think,  is 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skiff.] 

Mr.  HALL.  I  think  not.  That  has  been  act- 
ed upon. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  The  gentleman  from  Linn, 
[Mr.  Gray,]  offered  an  additional  section.  To 
that,  the  gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skiff,]  of- 
fered a  substitute.  Tiiat  substitute  was  adopted 
in  lieu  of  the  ailditional  section;  but  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  adoption  of  that  substitute  has 
certainly  not  yet  been  taken. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  adop- 


harm  to  arise  from  submitting  these  questions  [  tion  of  the  additional  section  offered  by  Mr. 
to  the  people.  I  have  seen  in  this  State  cousid-  Gray,  as  amended  by  the  substitution  of  that 
erable  voting  upon  hog  laws,  liquor  laws,  &c.,  1  offered  by  Mr.  Skiff. 
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The  question  being  then  taken,   the  section 
as  agreed  to ;  ayes  18,  noes  not  counted. 

Time  of  Elections. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moTed  to  add  the  following: 

"Judges  of  the  different  courts,  members  of 
Congress,  and  state,  county  and  township  offi- 
cers, shall  be  elected  at  the  time  and  place  of 
the  election  of  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  believe  the  committee  on  the 
schedule  have  that  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  state  that  the  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule  are  at  work  on  that  very 
proposition  in  relation  to  elections;  and  I  think 
as  would  be  better  to  let  the  whole  matter  go  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  PALMER.  It  appears  to  me  that,  if  such 
a  section  is  to  be  adopted,  here  is  the  proper 
place  for  it,  and  not  the  schedule.  The  sched- 
ule is  intended  to  contain  things  which  may  be 
dispensed  with  herealter.  When  the  organiza- 
tion under  the  new  Constitution  is  complete,  the 
schedule  is  supposed  to  be  no  longer  in  force. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think,  if  the  gentleman  will 
look  into  thj  schedules  of  the  different  States, 
he  will  find  something  in  all  of  them  which  con- 
tinues to  exist  after  the  Constitution  has  gone 
into  full  operation.  And,  inasmuch  as  the  com- 
mittee on  the  schedule  have  this  very  matter  un- 
der consideration,  it  seems  to  me  better  to  leave 
the  whole  matter  to  that  committee  to  determine. 
They  have  been  investigating  various  forms,  and 
endeavoring  to  arrive  at  something  which  will 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Convention.  Whatever 
that  committee  may  agree  upon,  if  it  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Convention,  will  become  as  much 
a  law  of  the  land  as  if  it  were  placed  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Constitution.  It  will  have 
just  as  much  effect  if  placed  in  the  schedule  as 
if  it  were  placed  any  where  else. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  that,  in  the  article  on  the  judicial 
department,  we  have  already  provided  that 
.  the  election  of  judges  of  the  supreme  and  dis- 
trict courts  shall  be  at  the  same  time  with  the 
general  election.  That  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment, therefore,  may  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HALL.  There  may  be  other  judges  and 
other  courts  established.  We  may  have  county 
judges;  and  want  something  to  control  those 
elections. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amendment 
was  rejected ;  ayes  7,  noes  10. 

City  and  County  Indebtedness. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry  offered  the  following 
amendment: 

"No  county,  or  other  political  or  municipal 
corporation,  shall  hereafter  issue  its  bonds  or 
other  evidences  of  debt,  or  loan  its  credit,  or  be- 
come directly  or  indirectly  liable  as  surety,  or  in 
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any  other  manner  become  indebted,  to  an  amount 
in  the  aggr  egate,  exceeding  si>  per  centum  on 
the  value  of  the  taxable  property  within  such 
county  or  corporation — to  be  ascertained  by  the 
last  state  and  county  tax  lists." 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
"ten,"  instead  of  "six,"  so  that  the  indebted- 
ness should  not  exceed  ten  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  the  taxable  property. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  We  have  discuss- 
ed this  matter  several  times,  and  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  cannot  get  what  we  want. 
I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  do  not  intend  to  discussthat 
question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  The  committee  of  the  whole 
have  no  table. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
motion  was  not  made  seriously.  This  is  the 
fourth  time  the  question  has  been  brought  be- 
fore us  ;  first  in  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
the  article  on  incorporations ;  second,  in  Con- 
vention upon  the  same  subject,  and  once  since 
that ;  so  this  is  the  fourth  time,  at  least,  that  we 
have  had,  substantially,  this  same  proposition 
before  us.  I  am  tired  of  it.  Gentlemen  must 
suppose  that  the  Convention  did  not  know  what 
they  were  doing,  or  that  they  have  changed  their 
minds.  For  my  part,  I  knew  just  what  I  was 
doing,  and  I  am  of  the  same  mind  yet. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  move  to  amend  by  saying 
that  it  shall  be  the  special  order  for  nine  o'clock 
on  each  morning  until  the  Convention  shall  ad- 
journ ;  and  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 
(Laughter.)  It  has  been  before  the  gentlemen 
several  times,  and  if  Me  do  not  understand  it 
yet,  I  think  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  un- 
derstand it  is  by  having  it  brought  up  every 
morning  until  we  adjourn. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  move  to  add,  that  if 
any  member  refuses  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question,  he  shall  be  fined  one  dol- 
lar. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  uponMr.  Peters 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  that  is  debata- 
ble, I  hope  some  gentleman  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
enlighten  the  convention  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say  upon  it,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  before  the  convention  sev- 
eral times.  It  is  urged  here  that  we  should  let 
this  remain  where  the  old  constitution  left  it, 
from  the  fact  that  the  attorneys  throughout  the 
State  are  in  extreme  doubt  whether  any  county 
in  the  State  had  the  power  to  loan  its  credit  to 
the  extent  of  a  dollar.  I  apprehend  that  so  long 
as  the  counties  of  this  State  are  loaning  their 
credit,  and  this  doubt  exists  in  the  minds  of  any 
person,  or  considerable  number  of  persons,  and 
especially  in  the  market  where  these  bonds  are 
to  be  sold,  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  every  county 
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in  the  State,  must  sufier  in  the  sale  of  these  has  been  said  to  me  upon  every  side  here.  It 
bonds jast  to  the  extent  that  that  doubt  is  enter-  ]  cannot  be  denied,  as  has  already  been  remarked, 
tained  in  that  market  by  the  persons  Trho  buy  i  that  some   restriction  would  make  our  present 


the  bonds.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  if  it  is  a 
question,  whether  the  counties  have  the  right  to 
t;ike  stock  at  all,  I  think  that  the  interests  of 
the  State  demand  that  we  should  settle  the  ques- 
tion one  way  or  the  other.  I  believe  that  we 
ought  to  take  the  responsibility  of  saying 
whether  the  counties  shall  or  shall  not  have  this 
power. 

Mr.  CLAKKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  a  great 
misapprehension  upon  the  part  of  gentlemen,  if 
they  really  think  they  have  here  got  the  same 
coon-skin.  This  is  not  the  same  thing.  This 
proposition  has  not  been  before  the  convention 
at  all.  The  proposition  which  was  before  the 
bodv,  and  which  was  discussed  here,  and  to 
which  amendments  were  offered,  was  in  a  differ- 
ent shajjc.  It  was  that  no  political  or  munici- 
pal corporation  shall  become  a  stock-holder  in 
any  banking  corporation,  directly  or  indirectly  ; 
nor  in  any  other  corporation  or  corporations  to 
an  amount  exceeding,  at  one  time,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  &c.  The  section  that  I  have 
offered  does  not  say  anything  about  becoming  a 
Btock-holder.  It  merely  limits  the  indebtedness 
of  a  county  or  corporation.  And  if  gentlemen 
acted  wisely  in  battling  to  bring  down  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  Slate  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars— and  some  of  them  wanted  to  bring  it  down 
to  nothing  at  all,  or  in  other  words,  to  refuse  to 
allow  the  Stale  to  incur  any  debt  at  all,  there  is 
equal  reason  for  fixing  a  limit  beyond  which  the 
counties  shall  not  incur  indebtedness.  This 
proposition  leaves  entirely  open  the  question 
whether  the  counties  shall  bold  stock  in  corpo- 
rations or  not.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  ridicule 
to  rise  here,  and  speak  of  it  as  having  been  so 
often  before  the  convention.  While  some  gen- 
tlemcH,  some  of  the  sages  of  our  assembly,  have 
come  up  here,  and  deplored  this  state  of  things, 
and  prophesied  tjat  it  would  bring  great  evil 
upon  tiie  State,  and  were  entirely  opposed  to  the 
principle  of  the  counties,  or  other  political  cor- 
porations, becoming  indebted  for  large  amounts 
for  internal  improvements,  or  any  other  pur- 
poses, yet  these  same  persons,  when  the  propo- 
sition is  made  to  limit  the  indebtedness  of 
these  corporations,  treat  it  as  a  matter  of  rid- 
icule. 

I  have  offered  this  in  good  faith,  knowing  that 
it  is  a  distinct  proposition,  entirely  different 
from  anything  which  has  been  before  the  con- 
vention. It  leaves  open  the  (luestion  of  taking 
Block,  and  the  question  of  internal  improvo- 
ments.  It  merely  decides  the  question  that  the 
counties  or  other  municijjal  corporations  shall 
not  become  indebted  for  internal  imi)rovements, 
or  for  any  cause  whatever,  loan  amount  exceed- 
ing six,  eight,  or  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  taxable 
properly   in  that  county.     Now   I  know  that  if 


county  bonds  worth  more  in  the  market  than 
they  now  are.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  us, 
to  let  capitalists  abroad  know  that  these  coun- 
ties will  not  plunge  into  debt  deeper  and  deeper 
until  obliged  to  repudiate.  Give  them  this 
guaranty  that  there  is  a  limit  of  five,  six,  seven, 
eight,  or  even  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of 
taxable  property  in  the  county,  and  it  would 
make  our  county  bonds  worth  more  in  the 
market  the  very  moment  this  is  known.  But 
leave  it  entirely  open,  and  when  it  is  known 
that  the  county  can  vote  an  appropriation  over 
and  over  again,  it  will  depress  the  value  of  o\ir 
bonds.  As  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  re- 
marked, when  it  was  heard  that  Henry  county 
had  voted  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more, 
it  affected  the  value  of  these  bonds  in  the  market 
instantly.  So  it  will  be  every  where,  unless  we 
put  in  some  restriction.  I  think  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom,  for  our  own  sakes,  to  put  in  this  re- 
striction. 

Mr.  GILLASPr.  I  have  an  amendment  which 
will  cover  the  whole  case,  and  I  think  it  will 
satisfy  the  convention,  to  add: 

"And  that  the  gentleman  from  Lucas  [Mr. 
Edwards,]  be  requested  to  furnish  this  commit- 
tee with  the  evidence  of  the  horse  he  referred 
to  in  his  speech  upon  the  politics  of  the  coun- 
try." 

Mr.  HALL.     I  hope  the   gentleman  will  not 
only   furnish    the    evidence    there    was    such  a 
horse,  but  the  horse  himself;  because   he  might 
be  a  match  for   the  gentleman  from   Wapello. 
(Laughter.) 
Mr.  EDW^ARDS.     Is   this  motion  debatable  ? 
The  CHAIRMAN.     No,  sir. 
The  amendment  of  Mr.  Peters  was  rejected. 
The  question   recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  want  to  renew  my  faith  again 
upon  that  question.  W^hen  I  was  discussing 
this  question  some  days  ago,  I  was  in  fixvor  of 
letting  the  persons  who  had  the  property  have 
something  to  say  with  regard  to  it,  to  let  own- 
ers control  their  own  property.  Gentlemen 
were  very  much  alarmed  lest  the  elective  fran- 
chise should  be  taken  away  from  those  who  had 
property.  So  I  withdrew  my  motion,  finding 
that  it  had  no  friends  here,  and  concluded  that 
I  would  leave  the  matter  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  those  who  had  the  money,  and,  therefore,  had 
the  power  to  take  it  away.  Now,  sir,  I  do  se- 
riously believe  that  the  voting  of  stock  by  the 
counties  is  one  of  the  most  mischievous  features 
of  the  present  age.  It  is  taking  the  money  from 
the  people,  and  absolutely  giving  it  away.  His- 
tory will  record  it  as  worse,  if  permitted  to  go 
on  in  this  State,  than  the  South  Sea  bubble  was. 
It  will  abstract  more  money  from  the  pockets  of 


the  majority  of  this  body  could  only  agree  upon  the  people  than  that  scheme  did  ;  because  we 
the  amount  of  the  restriction,  they  would  be  in  know  that  these  debts  will  continue  to  increase 
favor  of  some  restriction.     I  know  it  from  what )  upon  the  people,  and  we  know  that  they  do  not 
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get  more  than  sixty  cents  upon  the  dollar  for 
what  they  issue.  These  are  facts.  We  are  hor- 
ror stricken,  and  shudder  at  the  idea  of  creating 
a  State  debt.  I  would  infinitely  rather  allow  the 
the  State  to  run  thirty  million  dollars  into  debt 
than  to  allow  this  county  system  to  go  on.  It 
will  be  wiser  for  us;  because  we  get  for  our 
State  stock  dollar  for  dollar.  But  now  we  are 
going  into  a  system  which  is  rapidly  creating  a 
debt  against  the  people,  which  will  abstract  an 
enormous  sum  by  way  of  interest  every  year, 
and  finally  the  principal  must  be  paid.  In  the 
fii-st  place  we  must  pay  eight  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  use  of  sixty  dollars.  That  is  a  pretty 
heavy  interest.  And  finally,  at  tiie  end  of  twenty 
years  we  must  pay  one  hundred  dollars  for  every 
sixty  dollars  that  we  received.  No  man,  and 
no  county  can  stand  up  and  prosper  under  such 
a  system.  It  is  all  nonsense  ;  it  is  all  folly,  to 
expect  it.  If  we  open  the  door,  and  permit 
this  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  is  ruinous.  We  may 
now  laugh  and  joke  about  it  as  much  as  we 
please,  but  bye  and  bye  the  pay  day  must  come. 
And  then  the  laborers  of  the  State  will  have  to 
dig  this  money  from  the  earth,  and  earn  it  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow.  All  that  we  receive, 
and  more  than  all,  must  be  returned.  The  face 
of  the  bond  must  be  redeemed.  I  fear  that  the 
day  of  payment  will  come  upon  us,  and  find  us 
unprepared. 

I  complain  of  no  gentleman  for  the  course 
this  convention  has  taken.  Other  members 
have  their  own  views  and  I  have  mine.  But 
after  seeing  the  feeling  of  the  convention,  I 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  would  at  least 
place  myself  where  all  can  say  that  I  have  done 
no  positive  mischief;  I  have  but  left  the  consti- 
tution where  1  found  it,  and  at  least  prevented 
the  principle  from  being  recognized  that  the 
counties  were  authorized  to  incur  these  debts. 
I  shall  vote  that  the  principle  of  allowing  the 
counties  to  create  these  debts,  shall  not  be  re- 
cognized in  the  constitution.  If  the  legislature 
has  power  to  authorize  the  counties  to  create 
these  debts,  or  if  individuals  who  have  no  prop- 
erty can  be  allowed  to  create  a  debt  against 
those  who  have  property,  if  the  county  has  a 
right,  s  a  political  community,  to  go  into  spec- 
ulations, in  railroads  or  in  any  other  business, 
should  the  legislature  again  sanction  it,  let  it 
come,  I  have  not  another  word  to  say.  But  so 
far  as  this  constitution  is  concerned,  I  desire 
that  there  shall  be  nothing  placed  in  it  which 
shall  be  susceptible  of  the  construction  that  we 
give  our  direct  authority  and  sanction  to  this 
immense  indebtedness,  and  the  calamity  which  I 
believe  will  follow  if  this  is  to  go  on. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  here  that  the  supreme 
court  may  decide  that  it  is  unconstitutional  for 
the  counties  to  incur  these  debts.  This  is  urged 
as  a  reason  by  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke]  and  perhaps  by  some  other  gentlemen 
as  a  reason  why  we  should  recognize  this  prin- 
ciple. Let  me  say  to  those  gentlemen  that  if  the 
supreme  court  ever  do  dec'de  these  laws  to  be 
unconstitutional,  it  will  be  upon  a  principle  more 


sacred  to  mankind  than  any  other  principle  than 
that  of  the  right  to  life  and  liberty  itself.  It  is 
one  which  stands  side  by  side  with  the  natural 
rights  of  man.  It  is  one  from  which  we  should 
shrink  and  shudder  rather  than  permit  its  vio- 
lation to  be  encouraged  or  even  sanctioned. 
It  will  be  upon  a  principle  of  national  govern- 
ment which  is  made  to  protect  and  not  to  des- 
troy. It  will  be  upon  one  of  these  high,  ele- 
vated principles,  the  violation  of  which  would 
shake  our  system  to  its  centre,  or  even  tear  out 
its  very  vitals.  It  would  be  upon  such  a  prin- 
ciple that  the  supreme  court  would  decide  these 
bonds  to  be  invalid.  And  even  if  the  violation  of 
that  principle  is  lurking  in  our  constitution, 
they  will  never  sanction  it.  There  is  something 
in  this  country  that  is  higher  than  the  constitu- 
tion itself  There  are  principles  that  no  consti- 
tution can  pull  down.  There  are  principles 
that  belong  to  us,  that  are  born  with  us,  that 
are  inalienable.  No  constitution  can  take  them 
away  from  us,  unless  it  becomes  the  worst  kind 
of  despotism.  They  never  can  be  taken  away 
from  the  American  people,  until  we  are  con- 
quered by  tyrants,  and  are  forced  by  the  bayo- 
net to  yield  them  up.  These  living  principles 
which  cannot  be  crushed,  and  which  no  political 
power  can  take  away  from  us,  will  be  the  cause 
of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  if  they 
shall  assert  in  their  judicial  decisions  that,  this 
system  is  wrong. 

Whether  that  principle  exists  to  protect  us  in 
this  matter,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  assert ;  but 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  assert  that 
principle  in  order  to  defend  us  from  this  inno- 
vation, the  constitution  will  sanction  this  county 
indebtedness  ;  and  I  am  willing  under  the  cir- 
cumstances to  leave  it  there.  I  leave  the  fu- 
ture in  the  same  position  that  the  past  has  been 
in.  I  am  willing  that  the  counties  in  this  state 
should  continue  to  stand  in  the  same  position 
that  they  have  occupied  since  the  origin  of  our 
government.  These  are  my  feelings.  That  is 
as  far  as  I  can  go.  I  have  voted  consistently  to 
sustain  that  course,  all  the  way  through ;  so 
that  if  mischief  does  come,  "thou  canst  not  say 
I  did  it."  I  shall  continue  to  vote  to  keep  the 
constitution  as  it  is,  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
because  I  believe  it  is  better  to  have  it  as  it  is 
than  to  recognize  the  right  in  anytorm  what- 
ever. 

There  have  been  decisions  by  the  court  al- 
ready, but  not  unanimou3  decisions.  I  have 
carefully  looked  over  the  decisions  in  the  rail- 
road reports,  and  I  find  that  it  has  been  pretty 
generally  the  case  that  very  few  if  any  recog- 
nizing this  principle  have  had  the  unanimous 
action  of  the  courts.  Where  this  will  end,  I  do 
not  know ;  whether  the  court  will  sanction  or 
overturn  the  system,  I  cannot  foresee.  But  I 
know  one  thing;  that  the  courts  are  influenced 
by  the  particular  feeling  of  the  community,  and 
partake  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  that  sur- 
round them.  They  will  make  decisions  at  one 
time  which  they  would  not  make  at  another. 
This  is  a.  historical  fact.     Decisions   were  made 
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in  Mississippi  under  circumstances  of  an  ex- 
cited feeling  which  had  been  roused  there,  and 
remained  in  force  for  years ,  but  they  were 
afterwards  changed,  were  overruled.  So  it  has 
been  in  many  states  of  this  Union.  Every  per- 
son acquainted  with  the  history  of  judicial  de- 
cisions knows  that  the  feeling  of  the  community 
does  produce  an  effect  upon  the  court.  I  think 
that  those  decisions  may  perhaps  have  fallen 
under  that  inHuence.  Perhaps  not.  But  1  am 
willing  to  let  the  great  principles  that  belong  to 
man,  which  no  government  can  take  away  from 
him,  unless  he  forfeits  them  bj.'  some  act,  abide 
with  man  still.  I  am  willing  the  question 
should  be  decided  by  that,  and  by  that  alone. 
I  am  willing  to  leave  our  constitution  where  I 
found  it,  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  This  matter  has  been  so 
fully  discussed  that  I  shall  say  but  a  word  or 
two.  It  appears  to  me  that  my  friend  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  makes  it  a  very  serious  mat- 
ter, especially  when  taken  in  connection  with 
his  remark  upon  other  subjects,  that  it  is  easier 
to  find  a  fault  than  to  provide  a  remedy.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  if  he  looks  forward  to  the  day 
when  the  State  will  be  ruined  by  the  counties 
encouraging  and  engaging  in  the  system  of  rail- 
road enterprises,  by  subscribing  for  stock,  he 
should  use  all  his  ability  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting a  check  to  the  occurrence  of  any  probable 
or  possible  contingency  of  that  kind.  I  know  it 
would  be  au  easy  matter,  eight  or  ten  years 
hence,  when  this  extravagant  indebtedness  shall 
have  proved  disastrous  to  many  counties,  for 
that  gentleman  to  turn  back  to  the  record  and 
Bay — I  told  you  this  would  happen  so  and  so  ;  I 
can  show  you  that  I  was  a  prophet,  and  could 
look  down  the  long  vista  of  time  ;  I  told  the 
convention  that  if  they  permitted  the  counties 
to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  railroads,  it  would 
prove  disastrous  to  their  best  interests ;  but 
they  would  not  hee  I  my  warning  voice. 

Now,  if  that  gentleman  is  correct  in  his  con- 
clusions, I  say  that  he  should  bring  all  his  power 
and  all  his  ability  to  bear,  for  the  purpose  of 
entirely  prohibiting  and  restraining  any  munic- 
ipal corporation  from  becoming  a  participant, 
in  any  way,  in  any  of  the  internal  iraprove- 
rnents  that  may  be  proposed  to  be  constructed. 
And  if  he  cannot  do  that,  I  think  he  should  go 
as  far  as  any  man  upon  this  iloor  in  carrying 
out  his  doctrine  by  restricting  tLem  to  the  very 
lowest  limit.s. 

I  should  have  preferred  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Peters],  but  if 
I  cannot  obtain  that,  I  am  willing  to  compro- 
mise, to  take  a  smaller  amount,  and  accept  the 
amendment  now  oil'ered.  I  am  in  favor  of  some 
restriction,  for  this  reason:  If  we  restrict  the 
counties  to  a  proper  limit,  it  will  have  a  ten- 
dency to  indorse  the  credit  of  the  bonds  issued 
by  the  various  counties.  Incorporate  into  the 
constitution  n  provision  of  this  character,  and  it 
settles  the  question  beyond  dispute.  Then  you 
can  go  into  maiket  with  your  bonds  with  a  good 
grace;  for  ca[>italist9  can  look  at  your  constitu- 


tion and  see  that  they  are  sheltered  and  pro- 
tected by  a  constitutional  provision  ;  and  there 
will  not  be  any  probability  of  these  bonds  being 
declared  invalid  upon  the  ground  of  unconsti- 
tutionality. I  think  that  the  times  demand  that 
there  should  be  some  wholesome  check  thrown 
around  this  system  of  county  subscription.  We 
have  tried  various  plans,  and  I  think  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke] 
will  come  as  near  meeting  the  wishes  of  gentle- 
men of  the  convention  as  perhaps  any  other 
amount.     I  am  willing  to  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are 
taking  up  a  good  deal  of  time  with  this  matter. 
We  might  just  as  well  repeat  all  the  speeches 
which  have  been  made  from  tho  beginning  of 
the  session  as  to  discuss  this  question  anymore. 
I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  cut  off  gentlemen  from 
speaking  upon  this  matter.  But  we  have  heard 
some  old  speeches  over  and  over  again,  and 
have  voted  the  subject  down.  I  have  always 
supported  the  plan  proposed  now  ;  but  I  am 
confident  that  it  will  not  be  sustained  by  this 
convention.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  see  it 
pushed  any  further;  and  although  I  have  been 
a  friend  to  it  all  along,  I  shall  oppose  the  mo- 
tion now. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  It  is  true  that 
the  convention  has  spent  considerable  time  upon 
a  question  similar  in  some  of  its  bearings  with 
that  now  before  this  convention.  But  even  if  it 
were  the  same  question,  I  think  that  a  question 
of  this  importance  will  warrant  us  in  investiga- 
ting it  thoroughly. 

I  propose  to  occupy  but  a  very  few  moments 
of  the  time  of  this  convention.  In  the  first 
place,  I  am  in  favor  of  introducing  into  the  con- 
stitution a  provision  of  the  kind  proposed.  I  am 
in  favor  of  it  because  I  believe  that  it  is  right. 
I  believe  that  counties,  as  municipal  corpora- 
tions, have  no  more  powers  than  states.  They 
have  no  more  latitude,  no  more  discretion. 
Nor  are  they  in  the  habit  of  using  their  discre- 
tionary powers  with  any  more  wisdom  or  jirn- 
dence  than  the  states,  or  any  other  corporation 
or  municipal  body.  This  convention,  by  a  very 
decided  vote,  has  settled  the  policy  as  to  the  in- 
debtedness of  tho  State  as  a  corporate  body ; 
and  it  has  settled  it  upon  n  principle  which  is 
much  more  restrictive  than  is  the  one  by  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  settle  it  in  reference  to  the 
counties. 

I  wish  our  constitution,  when  it  is  framed 
and  adopted,  to  be  consistent;  that  this  consis- 
tency between  one  jiart  of  the  instrument  and 
another  part,  shall  run  through  the  whole  in- 
strument. It  will  not  be  consistent  to  provide 
that  the  State,  as  a  State,  shall  not  incur  an  in- 
debtedness exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  to  allow  the  coun- 
ties, or  other  municipal  corporations,  to  run  into 
deot  to  any  amount  that  they  choose,  even  to 
the  extent  of  millions  of  dollars.  Where  is  tho 
consistency  between  these  two  principles  ? 
Where  is  the  right  or  the  safety  in  allowing 
the  county  to  become  thus  indebted,  if  you  will 
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not  allow  the  State  to  become  thus  indebted? 
Is  the  indebtedness  of  a  State  any  more  danger- 
ous than  the  same  or  a  greater  indebtedness 
fastened  upon  a  single  county  of  that  State  ? 

In  the  next  place  I  am  in  fivor  of  this  pro- 
vision from  the  fact  that  I  believe  it  allows  all 
the  indebtedness  that  is  ever  necessary.  I  be- 
lieve no  county  will  ever  be  required  to  assume 
an  indebtedness  more  than  six  per  cent,  upon 
its  taxable  property,  for  any  object  for  which 
they  should  ever  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed, 
or  upon  any  principle  which  gives  them  a  right 
in  their  corporate  capacity  to  become  indebted. 
I  believe  that  counties  and  states  have  no  right 
as  such  to  incur  any  indebtedness,  or  any  re- 
sponsibilities beyond  those  which  are  necessary 
to  support  those  institutions  under  which  the 
people  unite  for  common  protection.  So  far  as 
it  is  necessary  for  a  municipal  corporation  to 
draw  from  the  pockets  of  the  community  at 
large  for  those  purposes,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right;  but  when  you  depart  from 
that  principle  and  assume  that  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  county  or  the  state  have  the 
right,  because  the  simple  majority  desire  it,  to 
depart  from  the  objects  which  induce  mankind 
to  form  a  government,  and  to  launch  out  into 
other  investments  or  other  speculations,  the  ma- 
jority drawing  the  money  fro'n  the  pockets  of 
the  minority  against  their  will,  for  purposes  en- 
tirely separate  and  distinct  from  the  support  of 
the  government,  I  object  to  it  that  it  is  unjust 
and  oppressive.  The  people  come  together  and 
enter  into  a  compact  for  certain  purposes;  and 
if  you  carry  your  powers  beyond  these,  you 
depart  from  the  very  first  principles  of  govern- 
ment. It  establishes  an  aristocracy;  and  car- 
ried out,  it  becomes  the  most  powerful  and  op- 
pressive, and  unfeeling  aristocracy  the  world 
has  ever  witnessed. 

I  contend  that  the  majority  have  no  right  to 
say  that  the  minority  shall  not  have  a  free  choice, 
shall  not  exercise  their  own  judgment  in  deter- 
mining in  what  manner  they  shall  use  their 
monej',  in  what  business  or  occupation  in  life 
they  shall  invest  their  earnings.  I  take  it  that 
they  have  no  right  to  say  that  the  minority  shall 
invest  their  earnings  in  a  plank  road,  or  in  any 
other  improvempnt,  against  their  will.  If  the 
majority  have  the  right  to  determine  for  the  mi- 
nority how  they  shall  invest  their  earnings  to 
the  extent  of  six  per  cent.,  or  one-tenth,  or  one- 
fourth,  or  any  other  proportion  of  the  taxable 
or  actual  property,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  have  the  right  to  assume  the  control 
of  the  whole  of  that  property.  Once  adopt  the 
principle,  and  there  is  no  stopping  place.  There 
is  no  line  that  can  be  drawn  that  will  stay  the 
onward  march  of  that  oppressive  law. 

For  these  reasons  1  am  in  favor  of  the  provi- 
sion now  offered.  I  believe  it  is  amply  suffi- 
cient for  all  municipal  and  corporate  purposes. 
It  is  all  they  will  ever  need  ;  all  they  will  ever 
require.  It  is  true,  as  gentlemen  say,  that  if 
this  passes,  it  will  prevent  some  counties  from 
taking  stock  in  improvements  to  the  extent  that 


they  would  wish.  I  am  in  favor  of  it  for  that 
very  reason.  I  believe  that  there  is  a  sys- 
tematic speculation  entered  into  by  some  coun- 
ties in  this  State  which  will  prove  ruinous  to 
those  counties,  and  which,  if  carried  out  exten- 
sively, will  prove  ruinous  to  the  state.  The 
principle  upon  which  some  rnen  have  adopted 
and  advocated  that  policy,  has  been  very  hap- 
pily illustrated  by  my  friend  upon  my  left,  the 
gentleman  from  Mills,  [Mr.  Solomon,]  when  he 
admits  that  his  county,  if  there  is  any  danger, 
has  got  her  head  under  the  fence,  that  she  is 
caught  in  the  trap,  and  wants  us  to  sustain  a 
provision  by  which  other  counties  may  get  their 
heads  under  the  same  fence  and  be  caught  in 
the  same  trap.  They  admit  that  the  principle  is 
wrong;  but  they  have  got  caught  in  the  trap, 
and  now  think  it  a  great  hardship  to  them  that 
we  should  interfere  to  prevent  other  counties 
from  being  caught  in  the  same  way,  by  incur- 
ring an  indebtedness  which  will  prove  ruinous. 
I  am  opposed  to  such  a  policy.  If  the  principle 
is  wrong,  and  if  some  counties  have  assumed  an 
indebtedness  greater  thsiu  prulence  would  war- 
rant, it  is  no  reasoa  why  other  counties  should 
be  left  to  fall  into  the  same  dilemma.  It  is  no 
reason  why  the  constitution  should  be  so  framed 
that  other  counties  may  be  embroiled  in  the 
same  difficulties.  This  very  fact,  to  my  mind, 
is  a  direct  argument  in  favor  of  a  provision  in 
this  constitution  to  preclude  the  possibility  ot 
other  counties  committing  the  same  error  upon 
this  subject. 

I  am  aware  that  at  the  present  day  I  am  talk- 
ing against  the  public  sentiment.  I  am  aware 
that  there  is  a  feeling  of  speculation  through 
this  land,  that  the  public  mind  has  become  ex- 
cited, that  there  seems  to  be  a  spirit  ofreck- 
lesfuess.  I  am  aware  that  although  we  are 
running  in  debt,  we  are  at  the  present  time,  to 
all  appearances,  in  a  great  state  of  prosperity. 
I  am  perfectly  aware  of  all  this ;  but  I  am  also 
confident  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
their  will  be  a  reaction.  We  shall  not  always 
continue  to  prosper  and  progress  in  this  way. 
This  reckless  expenditure,  this  reigning  idea  of 
making  improvements  at  all  hazards  and  re- 
gardless of  expenses  incurred,  regardless  of  the 
great  expense  of  making  the  improvements,  re- 
gardless of  the  great  discount  at  which  these 
bonds  must  be  sold  in  the  market,  regardless  of 
the  heavy  interest  annually  to  be  paid,  regard- 
less of  the  principles  which  govern  every  pru- 
dent man  in  the  management  of  his  private  af- 
fairs, cannot  always  continue.  There  must  in- 
evitably be  a  reaction.  Whenever  one  branch 
of  business  is  crowded  beyond  its  natural  chan- 
nel, by  the  use  of  artificial  means,  the  time  must 
come  when  the  reaction  will  take  place.  And  if 
this  is  allowed  to  go  on,  in  the  end,  at  a  time 
not  very  far  distant,  the  counties  will  begin  to 
become  bankrupt.  There  will  be  a  majority  of 
the  counties  of  the  State  caught  in  this  very 
trap  ;  and  then  they  will  turn  round  and  vote  that 
indebtedness  upon  the  estate ;  so  that  in  the  end 
the  State  will  be  compelled  to  assume  the  debt. 
So  that  unless  we  adopt  a  restriction,  we  shall 
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have  implanted  in  our  very  constitution  itself, 
that  which  will  in  the  end  overturn  our  restric- 
tion upon  State  indebtedness.  Instead  of  re- 
stricting the  debt  of  the  State  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  we  have  set  fire  to  the 
train,  in  the  constitution  itself,  which  will  even- 
tually force  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  eighteen, 
twenty,  or  perhaps  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 
Shall  we  do  it?  Or  shall  we  pause  and  lay 
down  a  limit  somewhere,  which  will  have  a  ten- 
dency to  ciicck  this  reckless  spirit  of  specula- 
tion;  which  will  bring  people  within  limits 
somewhere  wi  hiu  the  range  of  common  pru- 
dence? I  believe  that  is  our  duty;  and  I  am 
therefore,  in  favor  of  the  provision  which  is  now 
proposed  to  be  adopted  in  this  constitution. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate 
that  the  railroad  bridges  got  washed  away,  and 
thereby  delayed  the  printing  of  our  debates. 
If  we  had  kept  up  with  our  debates  as  we  ex- 
pected we  would  at  the  commencement,  I  think 
it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  make  these 
speeches  over  again  now,  as  gentlemen  could 
have  referred  the  convention  to  the  page  of  the 
printed  debates  for  one  of  their  old  speeches, 
and  thus  saved  the  time  of  this  body. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Henry.  Gentlemen  have 
certainly  been  laboring  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  offered  it  here, 
and  let  this  discussion  spring  up  in  order  to 
prepare  the  way  for  what  is  to  come  hereafter. 
I  tell  you  gentlemen,  laugh  at  it  as  mucli  as 
you  please,,  this  principle  will  yet  be  adopted  by 
this  convention.  I  know  that  a  majority  of  the 
convention  are  in  favor  of  some  restriction  upon 
those  cities  and  counties,  if  they  can  only  get 
at  it.  It  is  only  taking  ihe  same  principle  that 
has  been  applied  to  the  State,  and  applying  it  to 
counties  and  other  municipal  corporations.  I 
shall  renew  this  amendment  in  the  convention  if 
it  is  rejected  here. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the 
amendment,  it  was  rejected,  ayes  8,  noes  14. 

Mp.  WIXCHESTER  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  report  back  to  the  convention  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  them,  and  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair— 

The  CIIAIRM.VN  of  the  Cummitteo  of  the 
Whole  reported  tliat  the  committee  had  luid  un- 
der consideration  the  subject  referred  to  them, 
being  the  report  of  the  committee  on  miscella- 
neous subjects,  had  made  some  amendments 
thereto,  and  had  instructed  him  to  rcjiort  the 
same  back  and  ask  to  bo  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
was  received,  and  the  committee  discharged  ac- 
cordingly. 


The  convention  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  miscel- 
laneous subjects,  as  amended  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  ike  Peace. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  the  first  section; 
to  strike  out  tho  word  "fifty"  and  insert  the 
words  "one  hundred,"  so  that  the  section 
would  then  read: 

"The  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases,  [except  cases  in 
chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question  of  title 
to  any  real  estate  may  arise,]  where  the  amount 
in  controversy  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  parties  may 
be  extended  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars." 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  this  subject  in  justification  of 
the  action  of  the  committee.  I  have  had  some 
experience  in  connection  with  the  practice 
of  the  law,  and  my  experience  is  about  this; 
that  the  effect  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace  would  be  to  create  double 
litigation.  There  is  scarcely  a  suit  involving 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  or  upwards,  but  what  is 
a  matter  of  controversy  between  two  parties; 
and  the  result  is  that  all  these  cases  go  to  the 
district  court,  and  the  party  is  put  to  the  ex- 
pense of  two  suits,  double  lawyer's  fee,  and 
every  thing  of  that  kind.  By  reducing  the  ju- 
risdiction of  justices  of  the  peace  to  fifty  dol- 
lars, you  will  facilitate  the  business  of  parties 
by  having  them  commence  their  suits  in  the 
proper  place  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  pro- 
per manner;  and  thus  you  save  expense  and 
cost  to  the  people. 

There  is  also  another  reason  for  this.  When 
this  provision  was  incorporated  in  our  present 
constitution,  we  had  a  different  system  of  prac- 
tice-to  regulate  the  working  of  our  courts.  Un- 
der our  ])resent  system  of  practice,  if  a  man 
wants  to  make  a  defence  against  a  suit  brought 
against  him,  in  order  to  have  his  case  fairly  de- 
termined, it  is  necessary  for  him  to  have  the 
same  pleadings  that  he  would  have  in  the  dis- 
trict court,  and  he  is  compelled  to  have  lawyers 
employed  to  attend  to  it  for  him.  This  will  not, 
therefore,  increase  the  expenses  of  suits  before 
justices  of  the  peace,  but  will  in  many  cases 
secure  justice  to  him  who  deserves  it.  I  know 
from  experience  that  without  this  extended 
jurisdiction,  these  justices'  courts  become  a 
great  means  of  wrong.  It  is  very  common  for 
uion  to  reduce  the  amount  of  a  claim  to  a  sum 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice,  for  the 
purpose  of  compelling  a  man  to  take  the  caso 
from  the  neigiiborhood  where  men  are  against 
him,  to  where  he  can  have  an  impartial  trial, 
as  in  his  own  county,  where  the  juiy  is  taken 
from  his  own  neighborhood.     I^ow  as  a  matter 
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of  safety  to  the  rights  of  the  individual,  I  am 
Batisfied  that  the  interests  of  the  people  will  be 
promoted  by  reducing  the  jurisdiction  of  justices 
of  the  peace  to  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  say  this;  that  if  I  wish- 
ed to  represent  myself  and  lawyers,  I  would 
support  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke].  But  as  I  wish  to  rep- 
resent the  people  and  their  interests,  I  shall 
support  the  amendment  made  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  it 
was  concurred  in. 

Elections  to  fill   Vacancies. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  to  modify  section  five  so  that  it 
should  read  as  follows: 

"In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacancies  in 
office  occurring  before  the  expiration  of  a  full 
term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for  the 
residue  of  the  unexpired  term;  and  all  persons 
appointed  to  fill  vacancies  in  office,  shall  hold 
until  the  next  general  election,  and  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  qualified." 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment,  which,  being  taken  was  agreed  to. 

Location  of  the  State  University. 

The  next  question  wag  upon  concurring  with 
the  committee  of  the  whole  in  striking  out  the 
following  section: 

"Sec.  6.  The  State  University  shall  consist 
of  a  single  institution,  and  be  permanently  loca- 
ted at  Iowa  City.  The  present  State  Capital, 
with  such  improvements  and  additions  as  may 
be  provided  for  by  law,  shall  be  occupied  by 
the  State  University,  when  not  used  by  the 
State  for  other  purposes." 

Upon  this  question 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the 
whole  in  striking  out  the  above  section,  it  was 
agreed  to,  yeas  24,  nays  11,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  SkifiF,  Solomon, 
Todhunter,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and 
Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gower, 
Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Palmer,  Parvin  and 
Traer. 

\  The  State  locating  Land. 

'r       The  next  question  was  upon  concurring  with 


the   committee  of  the    whole   in    striking  out 
the  following  section: 

Sec.  Y.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not 
locate  any  of  the  public  lands,  which  have 
been  or  which  may  be,  granted  by  Congress 
to  this  State,  and  the  location  of  which  may 
be  given  to  the  General  Assembly,  upoa  lands 
actually  settled,  without  the  consent  of  the  oc- 
cupant. The  extent  of  the  claim  of  such  occu- 
pant, so  exempted,  shall. not  exceed  three  hun- 
red  and  twenty  acres." 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Alamakee.  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  concurred  in,  but  that 
we  will  have  some  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  protection  of  actual  settlers.  If 
Congress  makes  an  appropriation  of  land  to 
this  state,  I  see  no  good  reason  why  we 
should  retard  actual  settlement  upon  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  between  the  time  of 
making  the  grant,  and  the  time  of  locating  the 
land  by  the  state.  If  the  state  wishes  the 
first  choice,  let  her  be  expeditious  in  making 
her  selections.  I  believe  the  people  should 
have  the  privilege  of  making  claims  upon  the 
public  lands,  and  that  all  bona  fide  claims 
should  be  respected. 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Alamakee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,   and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in,  yeas 
16,  nays  19,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Day, 
Edwards,  Emerson,  Gray,  Hall,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Robinson  Scott,  Seely,  Todhunter, 
Warren,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Gower,  Harris,  HoUingsworth, 
Johnston,  Marvin,  I'almer,  Parvin,  Price,  Skift", 
Solomon,  Traer  and  Wilson, 

Suhmitting  Laics  to  the  People. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  was  to  add  the  following  section: 

"No  law  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  and  approved  by  the  Governor, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  to  be  voted 
upon,  previous  to  its  taking  effect;  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  constitution." 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  the  amendment 
which  had  been  ofi"ered  by  Mr.  Skiff. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  con- 
stitution," and  insert  the  words  "except  as  here- 
in otherwise  provided." 

Mr.  SKIFF  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.    I  hope  this  amendment  will 
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not  be  concurred  in.     I  think  we  have  got  along 
■wtU  enough  with  the  matter  as  it  is  now. 

Upon  this  question — 

ilr.  GRAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  quesiion  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in; 
yeas  13,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gillaspy,  Hall, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Todbunter  and  Winchester. 
•  Xays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakce,  Ch\rke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Day,  Edwards,  Eil^,  Gibson,  Gower,  Gray, 
Harris,  Rollings  worth.  Juhn.stoii,  Marvin,  Parvin, 
Peters,  Scott,  Tracr,  "Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  all  the 
amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  had 
been  considered. 

Cil>/  and  County  Indebtedness. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
additional  section : 

''Xo  county,  or  other  political  or  municipal 
corporation  shall  be  allowed  to  become  indebted 
in  any  way,  or  for  any  purpose,  to  an  amount 
in  the  aggregate  exceeding  five  per  cent,  upon 
the  value  of  the  taxable  property  within  said 
county  or  corporation,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
last  state  and  county  tax  lists." 

Mr.  EMERSON  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
Btitute : 

"No  political  or  municipal  corporation  shall 
become  a    stockholder  in  any  corporated    com- 


Y'eas — The  President,  Messrs.  Clark  of  Alama- 
kee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gow- 
er, Gray,  Hall,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin,  Scott, 
Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson 
and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Harris,  Johns- 
ton, Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price, 
Robinson,  Solomon  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  say,  in 
explanation  of  my  vote  upon  this  proposition, 
that  tbe  record  will  show  that  I  have  all  along 
been  in  favor  of  the  counties  being  allowed  to  ex- 
ercise this  right;  and  I  have  voted  for  proposi- 
tions like  this  when  the  sums  have  been  larger; 
but  I  voted  against  this  because  I  thought  that 
the  sum  was  too  small. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  wish  to  say,  in  explanation 
of  my  vote,  that  I  voted  against  this  amendment 
because  I  considered  it  too  small. 


Eligibility  to  Ojjicc. 

Mr.  SKIFF  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section : 

"  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  oiSce  in 
this  State,  until  he  is  a  voter  in  the  election  dis- 
trict where  he  is  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his 
office." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  In  the  vicinity  where  1  reside,  I 
have  known  some  two  persons  to  be  elected  to 
office  before  they  were  voters.  I  never  knew 
any  great  inconvenience  to  grow  out  of  it,  but 
some  inconveniences  might  arise  in  future.  I 
would  have  this  apply  to  the  election  of  all  offi- 


pany,  nor  shall  the  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  j  cers  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  down, 
indebtedness  be  loaned  directly  or  indireclly  to 
aid  in  any  work  of  internal  improvement." 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitute. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  EMERSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  substitute,  it  was  not  agreed  to  ; 
yeas   11,  nays  24,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alaraakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Emerson,  Gray,  Hall, 
Palmer,  Solomon,  Warren   and  Winchester. 

jjays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Mar- 
vin, Parvin,  Patterson,  I'eters,  Price,  Robinson, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson 
and  Young. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Upon  this  question  — 

Mr.  EDWARDS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly 


The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  have  the  power 
to  prohibit  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  as  a  beverage." 

I  do  not  desire  any  discussion  upon  this  mat- 
ter, merely  a  vote  of  the  Convention. 

Blr.  HARRIS  moved  to  lay  the  amendment 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  oi'dcred  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  amendment 
u|)on  the  table,  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  20,  nays 
15,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alnmakee,  Ed- 
wards, Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hull,  Harris, 


The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters, 
nays,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  I'J,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Solomon,  Wilsoa 
nays  10,  as  follows:  and  Young. 
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Nays — The  President,  Messrs,  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ells,  Gower, 
Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin,  Skiff,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

Railroad  Laborers,   ^c,  not   Voters. 

Mr.  WARREN  offered  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section : 

"No  contractor  or  laborer,  employed  in  build- 
ing railroads,  or  other  public  improvements, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  county,  city  or 
town,  upon  the  question  of  said  county,  city  or 
town  taking  stock,  or  issuing  bonds  to  the  rail- 
road or  other  public  improvement,  unless  a  res- 
ident for  six  months  in  said  county,  city  or  town, 
prior  to  offering  to  vote." 

Upon  this  amendment — • 

>ir.  CLARKE  of  Johnson  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  will  state,  as  a  reason  for 
offering  this  amendment,  that,  as  the  Constitution 
now  stands,  we  only  require  twenty  days'  resi- 
dence in  a  county,  city  or  town,  to  give  a  right 
to  vote.  1  offer  this  amendment  to  prevent  rail 
road  hands  from  imposing  a  heavy  tax  upon  the 
citizens  of  a  county  against  their  will. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  determine  who  were  railroad  hands 
and  who  were  not. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment,  itwas  not  agreed  to; 
yeas  8,  nays  27,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards, 
Ells.  Marvin,  Scott,  Skiff  and  Warren. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee.  Clarkeof  Johnson,  Emerson, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris, 
HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Solo- 
mon, Todhun  er,  Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and 
Young. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  HARRIS— 

The  article,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
revision,  engrossment  and  enrollment. 

Seven  o'clock  Session. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  moved  that  the  conven- 
tion now  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  There  are  some  three  or 
four  of  us  here  who  are  not  able  to  attend  night 
cessions :  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose,  [Mr. 
Harris,]  the  gentleman  from  Washington,  [Mr 
Bunker,]  and  myself,  are  too  unwell  to  attend 
here.  I  think  it  would  be  improper  to  force  us 
to  come  here  in  the  present  state  of  our  health. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  I  was  appointed  this  morn- 
ing the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
school  fund.  That  committee  desires  to  meet 
as  soon  as  they  can,  to  determine  upon  the  sub- 
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ject  referred  to  them.     I  hope  the  motion  for  a 
recess  will  not  bo  agree^l  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Lee  [Mr.  Johnston,]  voted  the  other  day  for  a 
night  session.  I  objected  to  it  then,  because  I 
was  upon  four  active  committees  ;  but  the  gen- 
tleman voted  against  me,  and  I  think  I  shall 
vote  against  him  now. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  If  the  gentleman  had  risen 
in  his  place,  and  made  such  a  statement  as  I 
have,  I  should  have  voted  against  the  motion  for 
a  night  session. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  have  no  disposition  to  re- 
quire those  persons  who  are  indisposed  to  come 
here  to-night.  So  far  as  I  am  individually  con- 
cerned, I  would  be  glad  to  come  here  every 
night.  But  as  my  friend  from  AVarren  [Mr. 
Todhunter,]  has  not  been  able,  from  indispo- 
sition, to  be  in  his  seat  much  of  late,  I  think  it 
would  be  unjust  to  force  him  to  come  here  to- 
night. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  have  no  dcubi 
but  what  the  convention  will  excuse  from  at- 
tendance, any  member  who  is  too  unwell  to 
come  here. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  like  to  be  here  as 
much  of  the  time  as  possible.  This  convention 
has  certainly  time  enough  to  get  through  its 
business  without  these  night  sessions.  I  cannot 
possibly  come  here  this  evening. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  withdrew  his  motion  for  a 
recess  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  TRAER,  who  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
make  it  the  special  order  in  committee  of  the 
whole  this  evening,  at  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  seems  to  me  that  mem- 
bers should  Lave  some  regard  for  those  of  us 
who  cannot  attend  here  to-night.  As  my  friend 
from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  has  said,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  attend  here  half  of  the  time  of 
late,  My  friend  from  Washington,  [Mr.  Bunker,] 
and  my  friend  from  Appanoose,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
cannot  attend  here  to-night.  We  are  just  as 
anxious,  as  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  to 
have  the  session  of  this  convention  brought  to  a 
close.  I  am  anxious  to  have  this  matter  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  got  along  with  as  speedily  as 
possible.  But  we  do  not  like  to  have  these  re- 
ports considered  here  when  we  are  absent.  I 
have  an  anxious  desire  to  be  present,  and  would 
like  very  much  to  participate  in  the  discussion 
upon  this  matter.  And  1  desire  my  friends,  who 
are  unwell,  and  who  would  like  to  be  present, 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  listen  to  the  discus- 
sion. 

Now  it  would  be  unfair  to  have  a  night  session, 
even,  as  gentleman  say,  if  we  can  be  excused. 
It  is  scarcely  safe  for  us  to  be  here  in  the  day- 
time, and  it  would  not  be  safe  for  us  at  night, 
for  I  can  hardly  get  to  my  lodgings  at  the  close 
of  our  afternoon  sessions.  I  hope  this  conven- 
tion will  not  have  these  night  sessions,  until  we 
are  able  to  come  here,  and  participate  with  the 
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rest  in  these  matters.  We  are  not  so  pushed 
for  time,  it  seems  to  me,  as  to  need  these  night 
sessions  at  present. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  this  motion  for  a  night 
session  prevails,  there  is  no  probability  that  a 
fiual  vote  would  be  taken  upon  the  question  to- 
night. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  AVo  \\ould  like  to  hear 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  no  dispo- 
sition to  insist  upon  a  night  session  to  the  in- 
convenience of  anybody.  There  is  a  discussion 
pending  that  1  donot  desire  to  remain  upon  our 
records  in  its  present  condition.  It  was  an- 
nounced here  some  days  ago  that  these  night 
sessions  would  be  devoted  to  this  discussion. 
As  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson,] 
has  remarked,  there  will  probably  be  no  final 
vote  to-night,  even  if  we  do  meet  here.  I  do 
not  want  this  discussion  put  off  in  its  present 
shape  uutil  it  is  crowded  out  entirely. 

The  question  was    upon  the  motion  to  make 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage the  special  order  in  committee  of  the  whole 
for  to-night  at  seven  o'clock. 
Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  WILSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas 
11,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakec,  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Gibson,  Marvin,  Rob- 
inson, Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

'  Nays— The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bui.ker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gillaspy,  Gower, 
Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingswonh,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price.  Scott, 
Seety,  Skill",  Solomon,  Todhunter  and  Warren. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL — 
The  convention  then  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row morning  at  'J  o'clock. 


Friday,  February  27,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M,,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Smith. 

The  journal  df  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

No  petitions  or  memorials,  or  reports  from 
standing  or  select  committees,  were  presented. 

Printing  of  the  Journal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRAER, 

Tlie  Convention  took  from  the  table,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  .Mr.  Parvin : 


j      ^'Resolved,   That  John  Mahin  be  hereby  em- 

'  ployed  to  print copies  of  the  journal  of 

j  the  Secretary,  and  that  he  be  paid  as  a  compen- 
sation therefor,  the  same  amount  as  is  paid  to 
the  State  Printer  for  like  services. 

"  licsolved,  That  the  Secretary,  T.  J.  Saun- 
ders, be  employed  to  superintend  the  printing 
of,  and  to  distribute  the  said  journals ;  and  that 

he  be  allowed dollars  as  compensation  in 

full  for  his  services. 

"  Resolved,  That  John  Mahin  be  employed  to 

print copies  of  the  amended  lonstitution, 

separate  from  the  journals,  and  that  he  be  paid 
therefor  the  same  amount  as  is  paid  to  the  State 
Printer  for  like  services." 

The  question  was  upon  filling  the  blank  in 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  GOWER  moved  to  fijl  the  blank  with  the 
words  ''fifteen  hundred.'' 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  to  fill  it  with  the  words 
"  twenty-five  hundred." 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  filling  the 
blank  with  "  twenty-five  hundred."  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  filling  it 
with  "fifteen  hundred,"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

'*  Resolved,  That  John  Mahin  be  herebj'- em- 
ployed to  print  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the 
journal  of  the  Secretary,  and  that  he  be  paid  as 
a  compensation  therefor,  the  same  amount  as  is 
paid  to  the  State  Printer  for  like  services." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  providing  that  there  be  print- 
ed with  the  journal  the  constitution  as  amend- 
ed.    I  think  that  ought  to  go  with  the  journal. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  supposed  that  would  be 
printed  with  the  journal  as  a  matter  of  course. 
There  is  another  resolution  in  this  series  pro- 
vid  ng  for  the  printing  of  the  constitution  sepa- 
rately. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  not  partic- 
ular about  my  amendment,  and  will  not  press  it 
now. 

The  next  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Secretary,  T.  J.  Saun- 
der,  be  employed  to  superintend  the  printing  of, 
and  to  distribute  the  said  journals;  and  that  he 

be  allowf'd dollars  as  a  compensation  in 

full  for  his  services." 

The  question  was  upon  filling  the  blank. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  hardly  know  Avhat  should 
be  given  to  the  Secretary  for  this  service.  1 
would  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  "four  hun- 
dred." If,  in  the  opinion  of  members,  that  is 
too  much,  they  can  move  other  sums. 

Mr.  HALL.  Is  that  for  distributing  them  to 
the  different  counties  throughout  the  Stale? 

Mr.  PARVIN.  The  resolution  contemplates 
that  the  Secretary  shall  distribute  them  just  as 
the  convntion  may  determine. 
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Mr.  HALL.  If  the  Secretary  is  to  distribute 
these  journals  within  a  given  time,  that  sum  is 
too  little  If  he  is  to  distribute  them  among  a 
hundred  counties  that  will  not  pay  his  expen- 
ses. If  it  is  not  contemplated  that  he  shall  do 
that,  then  the  sum  named  is  enough. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  apprehend  we  are  all  in  the 
dark  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  think  this  par- 
ticular resolution  should  be  somewhat  farther 
investigated. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  find  that  the 
convention  of  1846  ordered  eight  thousand  cop- 
ies of  the  constitution  to  be  printed  by  itself. 
That  is  a  larger  amount  than  we  have  ordered 
now,  though  we  have  ten  times  the  population 
we  had  then. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  matter  is  not  deci- 
ded yet. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Johnson.  In  order  that  we 
may  understand  this  matter,  I  move  that  these 
resolutions  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  as  the  commit- 
tee— 

Messrs.  Clarke,  of  Johnsoa,  Hall  and  Parvin. 

Frinting  the  Constitution  in  German,  S^c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson, 

The  Convention  took  up  and  proceeded  to 
consider  the  following  resolution  : 

''Resolved,  That ,  of  Du- 
buque county,  be  employed  to  translate  the 
constitution  into  German,  and  that  he  be  em- 
ployed to  print  three  thousand  copies  of  the 
same  at  the  prices  now  paid  by  law  for  the  same 
kind  of  work." 

To  ihis  resolution  there  was  an  amendment 
pending,  which  had  been  offered  by  Mr.  Gibson, 
providing  for  the  printing  of  one  thousand  cop- 
ies of  the  constitution  in  the  Holland  language. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  select  committee 
upon  printing  the  journaL 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  wish  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  my  amendment,  which  I  desire  to  have  go 
before  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  gentleman  can  move 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  such  a  proposition  ;  but  a  motion 
to  commit  takes  precedence  of  a  motion  to 
amend. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  then  offer  the  following  res- 
olution of  instructions  : 

''Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  three 
upon  printing  the  journal,  &i.-.,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
having  one  thousand  copies  of  the  amended  con- 
stitution printed  in  the  Holland  language  ;  and 
that  Henry  P.  Scboltc,  of  Pella,  Marion  county, 
be  employed  to  print  and  superiuted  the  same, 


and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  compensation 
as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  similar  services." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  referred  to 
the  select  committee. 

Night  Session* . 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Gib- 
son, was  then  taken  up  and  read : 

"■Resolved,  That  this  convention  will  meet 
each  evening  at  Y  o'clock,  in  addition  to  its  reg- 
ular sessions,  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion." 

The  question  was  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  hope  the  convention  will 
pass  this  resolution  this  morning.  The  time  that 
is  left  us  is  but  short  before  the  day  we  have 
fixed  for  adjournment,  and  there  is  considera- 
ble business  before  the  convention,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  can  possibly  get  through  it  with  only 
day  sessions.  I  think  we  should  have  night  -ses- 
sions, in  order  to  expedite  business,  and  endea- 
vor to  close  the  labors  of  this  convention  by  the 
time  fixed  upon  for  adjournment.  I  Jo  not  think 
night  sessions  will  be  of  much  inconvenience  to 
members — to  but  few  at  any  rate ;  and  those 
who  cannot  attend  can  be  excused. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  late 
in  the  daj'  tor  any  special  rule  of  the  conven- 
tion in  regard  to  night  sessions.  If  it  is  so  that 
we  can  profitably  meet  here  at  night,  of  course 
we  will  do  so,  without  such  a  resolution  as  this, 
I  move  that  this  i-esolution  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone  the  above  resolu- 
tion, it  was  agreed  to. 

Board  of  Education. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  the  next  busi- 
ness in  order  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  education  and  school 
lands,  as  amended  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  was  to  strike  out  of  the  first  section  the 
words,  "  sixteen  members,"  and  add  to  the  sec- 
tion the  words,  "  one  member  from  each  judi- 
cial district,"  so  that  the  section  would  then 
read — 

"  The  educational  interests  of  the  State  to  ia- 
clude  conjmon  schools  and  other  educati<  nal  in- 
stitutions, shall  be  under  the  management  and 
control  of  a  Board  of  Education,  which  ?hall 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  judicial  dis- 
trict." 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  section  two, 
striking  out  the  words,  "  two  year?,"  and  in- 
serting the  words  "  one  year,"  causing  the  sec- 
tion to  read — 
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'•  No  person  shnll  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
said  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age 
of  twentj-five  years,  and  been  one  year  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State." 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
■was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion three,  the  words,  *'  the  General  Assembly 
shall  district  the  State  into  sixteen  educational 
districts,"'  and,  also,  the  words,  "shall  hold 
their  offices,"  and  insert  the  words,  "hold  his 
ofiSce,"  so  that  the  section  would  then  read — 

"  One  member  of  said  Educational  Board  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  dis- 
trict, and  hold  his  term  of  office  for  the  term  of 
four  years ;  and  after  the  first  election  under 
this  constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided  by 
lot  into  two  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  and  one-half  of  the  Board  shall  be 
chosen  every  two  years  thereafter." 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  to  the  fifth 
section  the  following  : 

"And  each  member  of  said  Board  shall  per- 
form such  duties  in  the  district  in  which  he  is 
elected  as  superintendent  of  schools,  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law." 

So  that  the  section  would  then  read  : 

"  The  session  of  said  Board  shall  be  limited  to 
twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall  be  held 
in  one  year,  except  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, when,  upon  the  recommendation  of  two 
thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  may  order  a 
special  session.  And  each  member  of  said 
Board  shall  perform  such  duties  in  the  district 
in  wh  ch  he  is  elected  as  superintendent  of 
schools,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law." 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  section  six; 
strike  out  the  word  "interior,"  and  insert  the 
word  "nees-iary;"  and  also  strike  out  the 
words  "usual  in  legislative  assemblies  ;"  so  that 
the  section  would  then  read  : 

"The  Board  of  IMucatioa  shnll  organize  by 
appointing  from  their  body  a  jiresiding  officer, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  and  other 
necessary  officers.  They  shall  keep  and  publish 
a  journal  of  their  procee<lings,  which  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals 
of  the  General  Assembly." 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
was  concurred  in. 

Common  Schools. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  .section  ten  ; 
strike  out  the  word  "three,"  and  insert  the 
word  "  six,"  so  that  the  section  would  then  read  : 

••  The  Board  of  Education  shall  provide  a  sys- 


tem of  Common  Schools,  by  which  a  School 
shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at 
least  six  months  in  each  year.  Districts  failing 
to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be  de- 
prived of  their  portion  of  the  School  Fund." 

The  question  was  upon  concurring    with  the 
committee  of  the  whole  in  their  amendment. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 

is  a  little  too  much   to  require  of  some  of  the 

new  districts.     I    think  that  some   of  the  new 

districts  would  not  be  able  to  keep  up   a  school 

for  that  length  of  time.     I  shall,  therefore,  feel 

under   the   necessity   of  opposing  that  aniend- 

I  ment.     I  think  that  some   provision  should  be 

made  here  that  could  be  made  of  general  appli- 

!  cation,  that  all  the  counties,  new  and  old,  could 

I  agree  to.     1  therefore  move  to  amend  the  aniend- 

\  ment  by  striking  out  the  word  "  six"  and  insert- 

<  ing  "  four." 

!  Mr.  TODIIUXTER.  I  hope  the  amendment  of 
j  the  gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  SkilF,]  will  not 
1  prevail.  I  would  rather  say  that  the  school 
should  be  kept  twelve  months  in  each  year,  than 
to  reduce  it  below  that  agreed  to  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole.  If  there  is  any  one  change 
which  our  present  school  system  needs,  it  is  lo 
provide  the  means  to  secure  a  school  in  each 
district  for  a  greater  length  of  time  in  each  year. 
That  is  the  great  lack  in  our  present  school  s^ys- 
tem  ;  the  only  serious  lack  that  can  be  com- 
plained of,  is  the  want  of  schools  in  the  several 
districts.  Means  should  be  supplied  by  this 
board,  or  by  the  legislature,  to  keep  a  sc  ool  in 
each  district,  constantly,  if  possible.  Instead 
of  reducing  the  number  of  months  during  which 
the  school  is  to  bo  taught,  we  should  rather  in- 
crease it.  I  favor  the  increasing  the  number  to 
twelve,  rather  than  reducing  it  below  six.  Six 
months  is  certainly  little  enough  for  any  district 
during  the  year.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Jasper  will  not  prevail,  but  that 
we  will  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  have  no  objection  to  provi- 
ding a  school  in  each  district  for  thirteen  months 
in  each  year,  if  you  please  [Laughter.]  But 
what  I  object  to  is  this  cutting  off  the  school 
fund  from  a  district  because  it  does  not  happen 
to  keep  a  school  a  certain  number  of  montlis  in 
each  year.  1  think  with  such  a  rule  as  that,  to 
require  a  school  for  three  months  is  quite 
enough.  If  it  is  intended  to  deprive  the  dis- 
tricts of  their  respective  shares  of  the  school 
fund,  if  they  do  not  kee|)  up  a  school  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  months,  I  shall  be  opposed  to 
fixing  the  time  over  three  months. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  understand  the  object 
is  to  compel  the  districts  to  have  six  months 
school  in  each  year. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  would  not  deprive  the  dis- 
tricts of  their  share  of  the  fund,  if  they  kept  the 
school  three  months  in  each  year. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skill',]  will  not 
prevail.     It  strikes  me  that  six   months  time  is 
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little  enough  for  a  school  in  any  district.  I  am 
like  ray  friend  from  Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter,]  I 
■would  rather  increase  than  decrease  the  time,  if 
there  is  to  be  any  change  from  six  months.  I 
think  that  any  district  in  this  Slate  that  will 
fail  or  neglect  to  keep  a  school  for  six  months 
in  the  year  does  not  deserve  to  have  the  benefit 
of  any  of  the  school  fund.  That  is  the  reason 
why  this  provision  is  made  here,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  the  districts  to  keep  their  schools  for  at 
least  six  months  iu  the  year.  We  think  it  is  due 
to  the  youth  of  our  land  to  insure  a  school  for  at 
least  that  time.  It  has  been  too  com-non,  under 
the  three-moath-school  system,  for  some  one  to 
take  a  school  for  three  months  and  charge 
enough  to  consume  all  the  fund  there  may  be  in 
the  district,  and  then  there  is  no  more  school 
for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Three  months  school  in 
a  year  amounts  to  about  no  school  at  all,  A 
child  going  to  school  three  months  and  being  out 
of  school  nine  months  in  the  year,  -will  know 
but  about  as  much  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  if 
he  had  not  gone  to  school  at  all. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  remark  of  my  friend  from 
Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,]  in  relation  to  the  good  to 
be  derived  from  three  months'  schooling,  where 
there  is  no  more  kept  during  the  year,  may  be 
very  true.  But  whether  it  be  true  or  not,  my 
impression  is  that  government  should  leave  all 
these  things,  such  as  the  number  of  months  a 
school  shall  be  kept,  &c.,  as  far  as  possible  to 
the  districts  concerned.  They  are  little  repub- 
lics themselveS;  and  have  a  right  to  control  these 
matters.  And  to  endeavor  to  force  this  matter 
of  education  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  It 
is  in  education  as  in  everything;  when  you  use 
force  you  call  forth  a  spii'it  of  opposition 
that  will  be  likely  to  prove  detrimental  to  the 
object  in  view.  My  idea  is  that,  after  providing 
the  means,  the  freer  you  leave  this  matter  the 
better.  I  am  satisfied,  from  what  I  have  seen, 
that  this  thing  of  coercion  on  the  part  of  gov- 
ernment does  harm  rather  than  good.  For  that 
reason  I  would  rather  strike  out  the  restriction 
of  three  months  than  make  it  longer. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  is  true  this  matter 
should  beleftas  free  as  possible.  How  does 
this  section  now  read? 

"The  Board  of  Education  shall  provide  a  sys- 
tem of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school  shall 
be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at  least 
six  months  in  each  year.  Districts  failing  to 
organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  maybe  deprived 
of  their  portion  of  the  School  Fund." 

There  is  no  compulsion  bere  upon  the  part  of 
the  board  of  education.  There  is  one  thing: 
it  says  to  the  districts,  you  shall  organize  and 
keep  up  a  school  so  long  in  each  year,  or  lose 
your  money.  They  can  do  as  they  please  ;  it 
is  entirely  discretionary  with  them.  Now  if  we 
leave  the  section  so  as  to  require  but  three 
months  school  in  each  district,  they  will  be 
very  careful  to  go  to  work  and  have  just  school 
sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  the  school  fund,  and 
to  use  it  up,  and  the  school  will  cease  ;  and  for 


the  remaining  nine  months  of  the  year  the  chil- 
dren will  be  left  to  run  helter-skelter  over  the 
district,  and  will  know  nothing  more  at  the  end 
of  the  year  than  at  first.  I  would  be  as  much 
iu  favor  of  fixing  the  restriction  at  nine  or 
twelve  months  as  to  make  it  three  months.  It  is 
just  as  much  a  coercive  measure  to  say  a  school 
shall  be  kept  in  each  district  three  months,  as 
to  say  it  shall  be  kept  six  months.  If  there  are 
not  funds  enough  to  keep  a  six  month's  school, 
then    let  them  resort  to  subscription. 

When  you  get  up  a  system  of  this  kind,  and 
they  sec  at  the  be.t:inning  that  they  will  lose 
their  proportion  of  the  school  fund  if  they  do 
not  keep  up  the  school  for  the  required  length 
of  time,  there  is  a  stimulus  at  once  upon  their 
action  ;  they  will  organize,  and  if  there  is  not 
sufficient  school  money  to  keep  it  the  required 
time,  they  will  raise  the  rest  by  subscription. 
We  thus  secure  the  means  by  which  the  schools 
will  be  taught  in  each  of  these  districts  for  six 
months;  perhaps  for  whole  year;  because  if 
you  get  them  once  stimulated  in  this  matter, 
and  their  children  in  the  habit  of  going  to  school, 
they  will  take  a  pride  in  it,  and  that  vvill  en- 
courage all  the  rest  to  have  schools.  Thus  we 
get  a  better  system  by  this  means,  than  we 
would  by  reducing  the  length  of  the  schools  to 
three  months  ;  because  in  that  case  there  is  not 
that  stimulus  upon  them,  and  they  will  manage 
to  just  spend  their  share  of  the  school  fund,  and 
stop  with  exactly  the  three  months'  school. 

There  is  no  subject  in  which  I  feel  a  greater 
interest  than  in  this  of  schools.  I  would  rather 
advocate  expenditure  of  money  tor  common 
schools  than  for  anything  else.  And  I  have  no 
doubt  that  every  individual  upon  this  floor  who 
has  children  to  send  to  school,  feels  the  same 
interest  in  this  matter  that  I  do. 

Mr,  SCOTT.  I  undoubtedly  feel  as  much  ire  ^ 
terest  in  the  welfare  of  common  schools  as  a.  ' 
individual  upon  this  floor.  But  I  cannot  ta^>- 
the  view  of  this  mnttcr  that  the  gentleman  from 
Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter]  takes  of  it.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  this  school  fund  is  in  reality 
the  propeity  ot  each  individual  scholar  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  State.  It  belongs  to 
them;  my  children  own  their  share  of  it;  the 
children  of  the  gentleman  from  Warren  own 
their  share  of  it.  Now  the  question  arises 
whether,  on  account  of  this  negligence  of  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  these  children,  they 
shall  lose  that  which  is  their  own,  that  which 
belongs  to  them.  Now  I  claim  this  to  be  true; 
that  if  this  appropriation  for  school  purposes  is 
really  their  property,  then  they  ought  not  to 
lose  it  in  consequence  of  the  negligence  of  any 
individuals,  not  even  of  their  p;irents.  They 
ought  never  to  lose  it,  but  it  should  be  held  in 
trust  for  them,  until  it  can  be  properly  appro- 
priated according  to  law. 

The  working  of  this  system  is  different  in  some 
localities  from  what  some  gentlemen  here  seem 
to  suppose  it  is.  I  have  been  one  of  that  un- 
fortunate class  who  have  lived  in  a  newlj'  set- 
tled   district.      I  recollect   very    well   that  for 
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three  years  we  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
sending  our  children  to  school.  We  could  not 
keep  up  a  school  for  even  three  mouths  in  the 
year.  We  were  consequently  deprived  of  our 
portion  of  the  school  fund  :  it  was  taken  from 
us,  not,  I  claim,  on  account  of  my  negligence, 
and  I  can  most  truly  claim  that  it  was  not  on  ac- 
couut  of  the  n(g  igencc  of  the  pupils  placed 
under  my  charge.  The  fund  belonged  to  those 
pupils  and  should  have  been  kept  and  preserved 
ftir  them.  They  were  not  able  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  ;  there  were  only  some 
five  or  six  pupils  in  the  district,  and  they  could 
not  keep  up  a  school  three  months  in  the  year. 
They  were  thus  entirely  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  this  fund,  which  was  given,  not  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  wealthy  districts,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  very  classes  to  which  they  belonged, 
the  poor  and  indigent  children  who  have  but 
few  facilities  for  obtaining  an  education. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  thiT,t  three  months'  school- 
ing in  a  year  is  no  better  than  i.one  at  all.  Now 
I  certainly  cannot  take  that  view  of  the  matter. 
I  have  myself  received  considerable  benefit  from 
a  three  mouths'  school ;  1  believe  there  are  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor  who  have  received  a  vast 
amount  of  valuable  knowledge  in  three  months. 
And  if  tiiere  are  onlj'  three  months  of  school  in 
three  years,  that  will  be  of  great  advantage. 
There  are  men  in  this  Slate  who  have  received 
but  three  months'  schooling  in  their  lives,  and 
yet  they  have  managed  to  acquire  considerable 
education. 

I  would  be  in  favor  of  having  schools  the 
year  round  if  possible.  But  1  would  deal  justly, 
if  not  generously  by  that  portion  of  our  State 
which  is  not  able  to  have  a  school  for  nine 
•  months  in  the  year,  or  at  any  time  perhaps 
..during  the  year.  It  appears  to  me  that 
/i'n  is  provision  under  consideration  will  cer- 
schiuly  work  injustice.  Much  of  our  State  is  but 
iiewly  settled ;  and  many  districts  are  not  able 
to  support  a  school  for  more  than  three  months 
in  the  year.  Yet  they  need  the  protecting  care 
of  this  State  as  much  as — if  not  more  than — those 
who  live  in  more  dense  settlements,  and  can 
support  a  school  the  required  time.  I  v/ould 
ask  gentlemen  of  this  convention  to  take  that 
matter  into  consideration.  We  ought  to  provide 
thar,  notwithstanding  they  are  poor  and  indi- 
gent, and  nut  able  tu  supjtort  a  district  school 
for  si.\  or  nine  months  in  the  year,  their  rights 
shall  not  be  taken  from  them  in  consequence  of 
the  negligence  of  the  parents,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  but  that  their  share  of  the  school  fund 
shall  be  secured  to  them,  because  it  is  theirs  by 
right.  No  matter  if  it  must  be  reserved  for 
years;  let  them  expend  it  when  it  has  accumu- 
lated, and  not  let  those  who  have  greater  means 
take  it  from  them. 

This  thing  is  wrong,  and  must  work  Injustice 
to  the  weak  and  defenceless,  those  we  seek  to 
protect.  I  would  rather  take  aw;iy  the  restric- 
tion entirely,  so  that  all  and  each  of  the  youths 
of  this  State  shall  have  their  own  due  share  of 
this   ap[)roprialioa    of  the   public   money;   and 


that  the  share  of  each  district  shall  be  preserved 
for  that  district  until  it  can  be  expended  ac- 
cording to  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
that  district.  I  move  that  this  whole  section, 
containing  the  restriction,  be  stricken  out. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  motion  to 
amend  pending,  which  takes  precedence  of  the 
motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  should  most 
certainly  be  opposed  to  striking  out  of  the  con- 
stitution a  provision  that  would  require  the  dis- 
tricts to  keep  up  an  organized  school,  with  com- 
petent teachers,  for  some  portion  of  the  year,  at 
least,  n  order  to  entitle  them  to  their  propor- 
tion of  the  school  fund ;  otherwise  there  might 
be  a  spirit  of  carelessness  and  indiiforence  grow 
up  in  districts  which  would  lead  them  to  neglect 
to  keep  a  school  for  any  portion  of  the  year. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  I  would  be  opposed  to 
requiring  each  district  to  keep  up  a  school  for 
si.x  or  nine  months  in  each  year,  in  order  to  en- 
able them  to  get  any  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

If  all  our  districts  were  compactly  settled,  I 
should  have  less  objection  to  such  a  provision. 
But  gentlemen  must  bear  in  mind  that  some 
portions  of  our  State  are  not  so  circumstanced 
as  to  enable  them  to  do  this.  I  represent  one  of 
the  "rural  districts;"  and  in  the  part  of  the 
State  from  which  I  came,  there  are  many  dis- 
tricts with  such  sparse  population  as  to  require 
three  or  four  miles  in  extent  to  form  a  district. 
And  with  our  bad  and  inclement  winters  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  have  schools  during  the 
fall,  winter  or  spnng.  And  if  we  have  a  pro- 
vision here  requiring  each  district  to  keep  up  a 
school  six  or  nine  months  in  the  year,  it  will 
deprive  these  districts  of  the  benefits  of  this 
school  fund,  and  work  a  hardship  upon  them 
which  I  do  not  believe  would  be  right  and  just. 

Mr.  ELLS.  It  strikes  me  that  we  should 
either  confine  ourselves  to  a  restriction  of  th^eo 
months,  or  strike  out  the  restriction  altogether. 
I  know  that  three  months"  schooling  is  better 
than  no  schooling  at  all.  In  ^'irginia,  when  I 
was  a  boy,  we  had  only  three  mouihs'  school  in 
the  year.  "We  had  no  school  fund  from  the 
State  ;  all  the  fund  we  had  was  derived  from  the 
fines  imposed  in  the  district  for  fighting  and 
quarrelling.  But  for  that,  the  poor  children  of 
Virginia  would  be  as  ignorant  as  their  slaves 
are. 

iMr.  SKIFF.  I  would  have  some  definite  time 
fixed  here,  as  the  length  of  the  scliocl  which 
each  district  should  be  compelled  to  keep  during 
the  year.  I  know  thai  in  uiy  district  they  Ikuc 
regularly  drawn  their  share  of  the  school  fund 
every  year,  but  have  had  no  school  for  some 
time.  From  what  has  been  said  b^  the  genilc- 
man  from  Warren,  [Mr.  Todhuntcr,]  I  nm 
almost  inclined  lo  witlulraw  mj'  amendment.  I 
certainly  hope  the  restriction  will  not  bn  put 
d"wn  itelow  lour  months.  ,My  object  in  offering 
the  ametidnipnt  I  have  submitted,  was  for  the 
benefit  of  those  new  districts  in  this  State  which 
are  not  able  to  kfiep  up  a  school  for  six  months 
in  each  year.     It  is  so  in  my  neighborhood;  and 
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in  the  western  part  of  the  State  it  is  still  more 
difficult  to  keep  up  a  six  months'  school. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment otfered  by  Mr.  Skiff,  to  strike  out  "  six," 
and  insert  "four,"  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  to  strike 
out  "three,"  and  insert  "six,"  so  as  to  require 
at  least  six  months  school  in  each  district,  to 
entitle  it  to  any  portion  of  the  school  fand. 

Mr  MARVIN.  I  would  move  to  strike  out  of 
the  section  before  us  the  words,  "  The  board  of 
education  shall  provide  a  system  of  common 
schools,  by  which  a  school  shall  be  organized 
and  kept  in  each  district  at  least  three  months 
in  each  year  ;"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing sentence  :  "  The  legislature  shall  pro- 
vide for  raising  funds  sufficient,  so  that  schools 
shall  be  kept  in  each  district  at  least  six  months 
in  each  year,  which  schools  shall  be  free  of 
charge,  and  open  to  all."  The  section  will  then 
read — 

"  The  legislature  shall  provide  for  raising 
funds  sufficient,  so  that  schools  shall  be  kept  in 
each  district  at  least  six  months  in  each  year, 
which  schools  shall  be  free  of  charge,  and  open 
to  all.  Districts  failing  to  organize,  and  keep 
up  a  school,  may  be  deprived  of  their  portion  of 
the  school  fund." 

My  object  in  offering  this  amendment  is  to 
ohviate  in  part  the  difficulty  the  board  may  be 
placed  in,  in  regard  to  raising  funds.  I  would 
put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature  to  provide 
the  mea,ns  for  the  support  of  these  schools,  and 
let  the  board  have  the  management  of  the  fund. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  section  ;  but  if  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  is  adopted,  it  will  prob- 
ably prevent  me  from  offering  my  amendment  in 
the  shape  in  which  I  desire  to  present  it.  I  will 
read  it,  and  if  the  convention  see  fit  to  agree  to 
it,  they  can  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendhient 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  then  I  will 
offer  this.  It  is  to  add  to  section  ten  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Provided  that  not  more  than  one-half  of  the 
expense  of  keeping  said  school  shall  be  paid 
from  the  school  fund,  the  balance  to  be  paid 
bj  taxes  upon  the  property  of  said  district." 

The  section  will  then  read: 

"The  board  of  education  shall  provide  a  sys- 
tem of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school  shall 
be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district,  at  least 
three  months  in  each  year.  Districts  failing 
to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  may  he  de- 
prived of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund;  pro- 
vided that  not  more  than  one-half  the  expense 
of  keeping  said  school  shall  be  paid  by  the 
school  fund,  the  balance  to  be  paid  by  taxes  up- 
on the  property  of  said  district." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Jones  [Mr.  Marvin]  is  not  now  in  order.  The 
question  must  be  taken  upon  the  amendment  of 


the  committee  of  the   whole,    before   the  other 
amendments  can  be  entertained." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Then  before  that  question  is 
put,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in  favor  of  this 
six  months'  restriction.  It  is  possible  that 
three  months'  school  may  be  better  than  none 
at  all;  but  the  time  has  arrived  in  this  country, 
when  it  is  so  nearly  nothing,  that  I  think  we 
will  not  be  coming  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  age,  unless  we  provide  for  at  least  six 
months'  school.  It  is  well  known  to  every 
man  who  has  children  to  educate,  that  if  he 
sends  them  to  school  but  three  months  in  a 
year,  three-fourths  of  what  they  then  learn  is 
lost  before  another  three  months'  school  comes 
round,  unless  he  can  take  the  time  to  attend  to 
their  education  himself.  I  apprehend  there  are 
already  funds  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  school  four 
or  five,  or  perhaps  six  months  in  almost  every 
district  in  the  state. 

I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  the  bill  that  was 
before  the  legislature  last  winter,  providing 
that  the  people  of  the  several  districts  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  a  tax  upon  themselves  to  keep 
up  the  schools  for  the  required  length  of  time. 
Without  this  restriction  of  six  months,  one-half 
of  the  districts  in  the  state  would  keep  a  school 
for  that  time;  bnt  with  it,  and  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  the  legislature  would  pass  the  law 
to  which  I  have  referred,  all  of  them  could  and 
would  sustain  a  school  for  that  time  during 
each  year.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  six  months; 
nothing  else  will  meet  the  demands  of  this 
ttate,  I  am  very  sure.  If  we  are  going  to  have 
any  system  of  free  schools,  six  months  in  the, 
year  is  quite  little  enough  to  require  the  school 
•to  be  kept. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  the  strong 
interest  manifested  in  regard  to  the  length  of 
time  that  schools  should  be  maintained  in  V"^. 
different  districts  in  this  state.  The  length  g 
time — three  months — originally  provided  i 
this  section,  was  taken  from  the  old  constiti. 
tion,  under  the  impression  that  perhaps  the 
permanent  school  fund  at  present  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  a  school  in  each  district  more 
than  three  months  in  each  year.  It  was 
contemplated  that  there  w  uld  be  no  other 
means  furnished  to  sus  ain  those  schools.  It 
further  contemplated,  as  a  penalty  for  refusing 
to  organize  and  keep  the  schools  for  that  length 
of  time,  that  those  districts  that  failed  to  d.)  so 
should  forfeit  their  proportion  of  the  school 
fund  to  those  districts  which  do  keep  up  their 
schools. 

Now  I  will  go  with  the  majority  of  this  con- 
vention in  favor  oT  requiring  that  there  shall  be 
a  school  kept  in  each  district  for  six  months  in 
each  year.  But  at  the  same  time  I  did  that,  I 
should  endeavor  to  provide  the  necessary  means, 
and  I  would  make  it  imperative  that  the  means 
should  be  raised  to  support  the  schools  for  that 
length  of  time.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  grief 
and  mortification  to  me  if  I  believed  that  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  have  more  than  three 
months  school  in  a  year,  in  our  different  dis- 
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tricts.  I  should  despair  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, for  the  intelligence  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, if  such  was  the  case.  I  believe  there  is 
public  S[)irit  enough  in  every  district  in  this 
state,  if  it  can  become  once  fully  aroused,  to  go 
a  great  way  of  itself  to  organizeand  keep  up  an 
efficient  cOiUmon  school  system. 

In  order  to  provide  the  means  for  keeping 
these  schools  for  six  months  in  each  year,  I  have 
drawn  Up  a  substitute  for  this  tenth  section, 
which  I  will  otl'er  at  the  proper  time,  if  it  meets 
the  views  of  this  convenlion.     It   is  as  follows  : 

"  The  General  Assembly,  in  case  the  perma- 
nent school  fund  proves  inadequate,  shall  pro- 
vide for  a  tax  which  shall  be  sufficient  to  sup- 
port and  maintain  a  school  in  each  organized 
school  district  in  this  State,  for  six  mouths  in 
each  year." 

I  am  for  having  substance  as  well  as  form.  I 
am  for  providing  the  means  to  do  a  thing,  as 
well  as  saying  it  shall  be  done.  It  is  efficiency, 
it  is  certainty,  that  gives  character  to  these  in- 
stitutions, and  that  brings  them  forward  and 
fully  developes  them. 

Perhaps  my  feelings  would  lead  me  to  go  far- 
ther than  most  gentlemen  here  would  be  willing 
to  go.  I  believe  if  a  government  should  be  arbi- 
trary, should  he  thoroughly  despotic,  upon  any 
one  subject,  it  should  be  upon  the  subject  of  ed- 
ucating the  youths  of  the  country.  I  believe 
the  State  has  such  an  interest  in  the  rising  gen- 
eration as  to  give  it  the  right  to  provide  the 
means  to  support  schools,  and  then  to  compel 
by  law,  if  necessary,  the  parents  to  send  their 
y'^riildren  to  school.  I  know  this  sentiment  is 
^  not  a  popular  one,  that  it  would  seem  to  infringe 
upon  some  individual  rights.  But  the  people  at 
large  have  an  interest  in  these  youths,  itx  ray 
o'sinion,  sufficient  to  justify  even  such  a  measure. 

_ 'Ve  are  in  a  pecuiar  position  in  this  State. 
'  iliis  measure  would  not  alfect  the  old  counties 
as  much  as  the  new  counties.  We  know  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  land,  purchased  in  this 
State  during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  has 
been  purchased  by  speculators  and  uon-resi- 
dents  for  the  purpose  of  benelitting  by  the  ad- 
vance in  its  price.  And  they  intend  to  hold  on 
to  that  land  until  they  can  sell  it  for  five,  six, 
eight  or  ten  dollars  an  acre.  The  land  thus 
he-id  by  them  will  bo  settled  slowly.  But  by 
this  ])rovision  the  new  settlements  would  be  en- 
ableil  to  la.K  non-residents,  and  force  them  to 
support  the  schools  to  educate  their  children. 
The  districts  will  necessarily  be  large,  because 
much  of  the  land  in  them  will  lie  vacant.  But 
by  thi.s  system  they  can  build  up  fine  school 
houses,  such  as  the  wants  of  the  country  re<iuire, 
and  such  as  the  comfort  and  respectability  of 
the  schools  demand.  It  opens  the  doors  for  all 
these  facilities,  and  puts  the  burden  upon  those 
who  ought  to  boar  it,  because  the  price  of  their 
lands  is  advanced  by  the  introduction  of  these 
schools.  But  this  would  not  hold  good  in  regard 
to  the  older  counties. 

Again  there  is  a  pretty  general  belief,  a  pretty 
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strong  impression,  that  a  school  that  is  free — 
what  I  mean  b3'  a  free  school  is  one  that  is  sup- 
ported without  the  aid  of  the  persons  sending 
children  to  it,  or  the  taxing  of  the  property- 
holders  of  the  community — a  free  school  does 
not  command  that  notice  and  attention  which  it 
would  if  the  people  were  taxed  to  support  it. 
If  a  person  is  taxed  twenty,  fifty,  or  one  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  school 
in  his  immediate  neighborhood,  he  will  be  very 
apt  to  look  to  that  money,  and  see  thet  it  is  not 
squandered,  but  that  it  is  appropriat  d  to  the 
object  and  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised.  lu 
this  way  you  call  into  activity  feelings  that 
would  otherwise  lay  dormant.  If  these  schools 
are  g  ven  to  the  people  as  a  boon,  they  will  be 
slow  to  take  advantage  of  them.  But  Avheu 
they  have  to  contribute  to  their  support,  when 
they  have  to  pay  their  proportion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  them,  public  sentiment  will 
be  roused  into  looking  to  the  matter,  to  see  that 
the  funds  thus  raised  are  applied  to  the  object 
for  which  they  were  intenJed. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  gentlemen  here  will 
agree  with  me  ;  but  I  do  believe  if  you  can  min- 
gle taxation  with  the  benevolent  funds  which 
Congress  has  bestowed  upon  this  State,  and  to 
which  this  State  has  not  yet  added  a  dollar;  if  we 
can  add  by  taxation  an  amount  to  this  fund 
equal  to  the  fund  itself,  the  system  of  education 
will  receive  permanency  and  efficiency,  because 
those  who  pay  this  money  will  look  to  see 
where  their  money  is  going,  and  that  it  is  prop- 
erly expended  and  bestowed  upon  the  proper 
objects,  and  for  the  right  purpose. 

I  have  felt  some  diffidence  in  approaching 
this  subject  before  this  convention.  I  feel  dif- 
fident about  it  now,  because  heretofore  we  liave 
all  seemed  to  be  laboring  under  the  impression 
that  all  these  schools  would  be  free  ;  that  is, 
forced  upon  us — [laid  for  without  our  contribu- 
ting anything  to  their  support.  We  have  been 
lookilig  at  these  donations  from  Congress  as  the 
means  to  provide  us  a  system  of  education  ;  and 
men  have  got  into  the  habit  of  leaning  upon 
this  school  fund,  and  looking  upon  that,  and 
that  alone,  as  the  great  fountain  from  which 
was  to  be  derived  the  means  for  the  education 
of  the  youths  of  this  State. 

My  honest  convictions  are,  that  you  ought  to 
unite  with  this  schoo'.  fund  at  least  an  equal 
amount  raised  by  the  people,  in  order  to  make 
them  take  the  j)roper  interest  in  this  matter. 
Will  gentlemen  consider  for  a  moment  that  this 
subject  of  education  in  this  State  has  more 
money,  more  moans,  than  an}"  other  interest — 
than  all  other  interests  in  the  State  besides? 
Will  they  consider  that  the  revenues  now  being 
raised  for  educational  jjiirposes,  and  to  be  con- 
tinued and  distributed  and  paid  out  for  purpo- 
ses o*;eilucation,  are  more  than  for  all  the  other 
governmental  purposes  besides  ?  Will  they  con- 
sider that  this  is  the  largest  and  most  impor- 
tant interest,  in  point  of  fact,  that  we  have  in 
connection  with  our  government  as  a  State  ? 
Such  is  the  fact.     We  have  more  money  pro- 
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Tided,  more  revenue  raised  for  school  purposes 
than  for  any  other  purpose.  And  yet  that  great 
interest  is  left  dependent  upon  itself;  dependent 
upon  the  carelessness  and  lethargy  of  those  who 
may,  by  official  position,  be  connected  with  the 
subject,  because  it  is  given  as  a  gratuity  to  the 
people-^because  it  is  a  great  gift  which  has  been 
bestowed  upon  them,  and  therefore  they  do  not 
i-now  how  to  prize  it — they  do  not  know  what  it 
is  worth. 

But  if  you  will  compel  the  people  themselves 
to  contribute  as  much  to  the  school  fund  as  has 
been  donated  to  it  by  Congress,  they  will  begin 
to  feel  and  know  that  it  is  worth  something,  and 
they  will  look  to  it  that  the  money  is  properly 
expended.  You  will  not  then  have  your  school 
meetings  attended  by  but  three  or  four  persons, 
hut  they  will  be  crowded,  for  every  man  in  the 
community  will  feel  interested  in  the  subject. 
And  hence  I  think  it  would  be  of  great  service 
to  the  cause  of  education  if  you  could  in  this 
constitution  establish  a  system  that  will  lead  to 
these  results  which  I  have  endeavored  to  por- 
tray. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  pressing 
my  views  with  unnecessary  earnestness  upon 
this  convention.  If  a  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion would  be  disposed  to  go  with  me,  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  a  provision  something  like  that 
which  I  have  read.  But  I  felt  too  timid,  too 
uncertain  in  regard  to  the  feelings  of  this  con- 
vention to  submit  it  to  the  committee  which 
made  this  report,  or  even  to  offer  it  to  the  con- 
vention until  I  saw  the  feeling  which  has  been 
exhibited  here  this  morning  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  If  I  could  believe 
the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall],  I  should  be  in  favor  of  de- 
voting the  school  fund  to  some  other  purpose 
than  that  of  supporting  common  schools.  If 
the  fund  which  has  thus  been  accumulated  in 
this  State  for  the  purpose  of  educating  our 
youth,  begets  this  feeling  of  indifference  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  the  gentleman  has 
stated  here,  I  should  be  in  favor,  and  I  think  I 
should  be  endeavoring  to  confer  a  great  blessing 
upon  this  State,  of  sweeping  that  fund  from  ex- 
istence. 

But  I  do  not  believe  that  fund  has  produced 
any  such  result.  I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman 
is  correct  in  the  positions  he  has  taken  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject.  I  believe  that  the  school 
fund  this  State  now  possesses  is  a  great  blessing 
to  the  people  ;  that  it  is,  as  a  general  thing,  ap- 
propriated to  the  benefit  of  the  people,  for  the 
education  of  their  children,  and  that  they  feel 
as  much  interest  in  the  appropriation  of  that 
fund  and  the  benefits  that  flow  from  it,  as  they 
would  if  it  was  obtained  directly  from  their 
own  pockets.  I  do  not  think  it  would  make 
any  difference  if  this  money  was  all  paid  by  the 
people  by  direct  taxation.  If  the  money  for  the 
support  of  these  schools  was  to  be  obtained  by 
direct  taxation,  that  very  fact  would  have  a 
tendency  to  decrease  the  amount  of  schooling 
to  be  given  to  our   children,   because   an  effort 
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would  certainly  be  made  to  keep  the  amount  of 
taxation  down  to  the  smallest  possible  limit. 
But  I  do  doubt  very  much  that  it  would  render 
the  school  system  more  dear  to  the  people. 

If  the  gentleman  is  consistent  in  the  position 
he  has  laid  down  here,  I  can  freely  call  upon 
him  to  support  an  amendment  to  the  proposition 
he  has  offered,  that  the  Legislature,  after  hav- 
ing provided  a  fund  for  building  school  houses, 
and  keeping  up  a  school  in  each  district  for  six 
months  in  the  year,  shall  then  pass  provisions  to 
compel  all  parents  and  guardians  of  children  of 
five  to  sixteen  or  twenty  years  of  age  to  send 
them  to  school  for  six  months  each  year.  With- 
out that  addition,  his  proposition  will  be  an  im- 
perfect one. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentlf  ^an  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  is  not 
now'  jfore  the  Convention.  The  question  is  up- 
on /jncurring  with  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mi.cee  of  the  whole,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"three,"  and  insert  the  word  "six,"  thus  provi- 
ding that  each  district  shall  organize  and  main- 
tain a  school  for  at  least  six  months  in  each 
year. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Then  I  would 
say  a  few  words  upon  that  subject.  I  am  op- 
posed to  incorporating  a  provision  in  this  Con- 
stitution requiring  a  district  to  keep  up  a  school 
six  months  in  each  year.  I  am  in  favor  of  hav- 
ing a  school  kept  six  months  or  even  nine 
months  in  each  year.  Probably  nine  months  in 
each  year  is  as  long  as  it  is  profitable  to  keep 
up  schools.  It  has  been  found,  by  experience, 
that  vacations  of  a  few  weeks  now  and  then 
are  beneficial;  that  pupils  will  learn  more  with 
these  intervals  of  recreation,  than  if  kept  at 
school  all  the  time,  because  their  young  minds/ 
require  occasional  relaxation.  I  am  in  favor  o^/ 
having  school  kept  in  each  district  as  long 
time  in  each  year  as  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
youths  to  be  educated.  And  while  1  am  in  fa- 
vor ol  that,  I  am  also  in  favor  of  having  a  sys- 
tem of  education  introduced  here  that  will  con- 
form somewhat  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
the  people  throughout  the  State. 

The  gentleman  talks  as  though  the  people  had 
no  interest  in  this  matter ;  that  unless  they  are 
compelled  to  keep  up  a  school  for  six  months  in 
the  year,  there  would  not  be  any  school  kept  up 
at  all.  Now  if  it  is  true  that  the  people  of  this 
State  have  no  interest  in  our  common  schools, 
and  will  not  keep  them  up  six  or  nine  months 
a  year,  when  they  are  able  to  do  it,  I  would  ask, 
what  benefit  is  this  common  school  fund  to  them  ? 
If  they  feel  no  interest  in  these  schools,  and  will 
keep  them  up  only  as  they  are  compelled  to  do 
so,  I  believe  they  will  derive  but  little  benefit 
from  them.  Now  I  believe  that  each  district 
will  keep  ud  a  school  within  its  limits  as  long  a 
time  in  the  year  as  their  means,  and  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed,  will  permit. 
In  many  parts  of  the  State  they  will  keep  up 
these  schools  for  six  months  of  the  year  without 
any  provision  upon  the  subject.  Some  even 
would  keep  up  these  schools  for  nine  months  in 


822 


COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


[34tli  Day 


Friday] 


TODHUNTER— CLAEK— IIAKRI3— HALL. 


[February  H^tix 


the  vear;  ■while,  in  other  portions  of  the  State, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  up  the  school  for 
even  six  months,  because  there  is  but  one  organ- 
ized township  in  some  of  the  districts  of  this 
State  ;  and  to  say  to  them  that  unless  they  kept 
up  a  school  for  six  months  in  the  year,  they 
should  not  have  their  proportion  of  the  school 
fund,  would  be  virtually  sa_>ino-  to  them  that 
their' school  fund  should  be  tHken  from  them 
and  given  to  those  who  need  it  least. 

Now  I  think  it  is  not  right  to  impose  this  re- 
striction. 1  am  in  favor  of  fixing  some  time 
here,  say  three  months,  which  I  think  is  the 
most  reasonable  period  of  time  to  require  a 
school  to  be  kept  in  every  district.  There  is  no 
(ifstrict  but  what  can  keep  up  a  school  for  three 
months  in  the  year,  if  it  can  keep  one  at  all.  I 
believe  if  we  limit  it  to  that  time,  we  will  have 
provided  the  means  by  which  each  district  can 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  school  fund,  -while,  at 
the  same  time,  it  will  be  wholly  within  the  pow- 
er of  each  district  to  keep  up  the  school  for  a 
longer  period  than  three  months,  if  they  should 
desire  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  a  district  is  capable  of  keeping  up  a 
school  for  three  months  in  the  year,  why  is  it 
not  able  to  keep  it  up  for  six  mouths? 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  know  of  dis- 
tricts in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  the 
state,  where  they  have  been  unable  to  build 
school  houses.  They  have  procured  temporary 
buildings  in  which  they  could  keep  a  school  du- 
ring the  summer,  but  which  were  totally  unlit 
to  use  for  that  purpose  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  It  is  impcssible  in  these  districts  to 
send  children  in  the  Inclement  season  of  the 
.  year  great  distances  to  school  ;  and  to  require 
'people  there  to  send  their  children  during  that 
time  of  the  year,  and  a  long  distance  to  school, 
in  order  to  get  their  portion  of  the  school  fund, 
would  be  working  a  great  hardship  and  injus- 
tice. 1  am  not  iu  favor  of  such  a  provision,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  good  result  will  flow 
from  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  gentleman  from  Dcs 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  says  if  he  would  be  des- 
potic at  all,  he  would  be  so  upon  a  question  of 
this  kind.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  should  be 
despotic  at  all.  This  constitution  depends  en- 
tirely upon  the  will  of  the  people  of  this  state, 
and  if  we  attempt  to  force  them,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  to  adopt  certain  measures,  it 
will  be  an  effectual  means  of  defeating  our  ob- 
ject. 1  know  there  are  a  great  many  who  are 
willing  to  tax  themselves  to  raise  the  means  to 
fiupport  schools,  who  arc  jealous  of  any  inter- 
ference in  this  matter  on  tlie  part  of  the  govern- 
ment I  am  disposed  to  leave  this  matter  to 
the  control  of  those  who  are  to  bo  benefitted  by 
it,  and  who  are  particularly  and  immediately 
interested  in  it.  But  if  you  attempt  to  force  it 
upon  the  people,  they  will  defeat  the  constitu- 
tion rather  than  to  submit  to  what  they  would 
consider  despotism. 

Mr.  HALL.      Gentlemen   seem  in  regard  to 


this  matter  of  education  to  be  wonderfully  afraid 
of  despotism,  tyranny  and  aristocracy.  The 
aristocracy  of  intellect  is  the  only  aristocracy 
to  which  I  will  ever  subscribe;  and  it  is  one 
which  I  will  forever  worship.  Other  gentlemen 
may  worship  at  the  mere  shrine  of  dollars  and 
cents  as  long  as  they  please,  but  the  aristocracy 
of  mind  I  will  forever  venerate.  If  it  requires 
tyranny  and  despotism  in  order  to  give  that 
aristocracy  a  fair  field,  I  say  let  us  have  tyranny 
and  despotism.  That  aristocracy  alone  will  pro- 
tect and  develope  our  institutions,  for  it  is  upon 
the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people,  that 
republican  institutions  depend  for  their  safety 
and  perpetuity.  It  is  the  eduCiUion  of  the 
masses  for  which  I  am  laboring,  and  I  would  re- 
move all  the  shackles  that  have  been  heretofore 
placed  upon  the  cause  of  education.  I  would 
have  the  government  do  everything  it  can  do, 
to  carry  on  the  great  work  of  educating  the 
people,  as  the  very  existence  of  the  government 
itself  depends  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  Is  it  despotism,  then,  to  require  that 
those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  and  upon  whom 
the  future  safety  and  welfare  of  our  institutions 
must  depend,  but  who  are  now  merely  lisping 
school-boys,  should  be  educated  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  they  may  become  useful  members  of 
the  society  in  which  they  are  soon  to  take  a 
pan? 

It  is  an  argument  in  favor  of  our  system 
that  we  make  the  principle  of  education  univer- 
sal. If  we  compel  a  m^n  who  is  obtuse  in  in- 
tellect, or  who  worships  at  the  shrine  of  base 
lucre,  to  send  his  children  to  school,  when  be 
would  otherwise  neglect  to  do  it,  is  that  a  des- 
potism to  be  dreaded  ?  It  strikes  me  not.  It 
is  the  most  difficult  thing  in  the  world  to  combat 
this  principle  of  selfishness.  The  whole  argu- 
ment against  the  system  of  education  which  I 
have  been  contending  for  in  my  feeble  manner, 
is  based  upon  the  groveling  feeling  of  stlfi<(h- 
ness.  Can  a  man  say  that  I  have  only  an  in- 
terest in  the  education  of  my  own  children,  and 
that  I  ought  not  to  be  concerned  in  regard  to 
the  education  of  the  cliildreu  of  others?  It 
strikes  me  that  this  is  selfishness.  True,  nature 
has  made  me  the  guardian,  and  has  placed  in 
my  bosom  for  a  wise  purpose,  this  disposition 
to  take  care  of  my  own  ;  but  when  I  make  one 
step  beyond  my  own  threshold,  and  go  out  into 
the  broad  world,  I  amjust  as  much  interested 
in  having  the  children  of  my  neighbor  educated 
as  my  own.  We  are  all  just  as  much  interested 
in  having  the  children  of  Pottowattamie,  Mills, 
and  Fremont  counties  educated,  as  we  are 
those  of  Des  Moines  and  Lee  counties  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  state,  because  they  are  to 
be  the  future  legislators  of  the  state,  and  are  to 
have  the  control  of  our  institutions.  And  the 
very  protection  which  the  government  is  to  give 
to  life,  liberty  and  property,  is  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  intelligence  of  those  who  will  then  be 
our  law  makers. 

It  should  be  considered  a  matter  of  the  very 
highest  importance  in  our  government  that  we 
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should  rear  up  those,  who  are  to  come  after ' 
us  in  such  a  manner  thatlhey  will  be  able  to 
maintain  and  defend  our  institutions.  It  should 
be  the  main  object-  of  government  to  give  its 
youth  such  a  training  and  education,  as  will 
enable  them  to  fill  the  places  which  their  fathers 
will  leave,  wiih  honor  to  themselves  and  their 
country;  to  mnintain  our  institutions  free  and 
unimpaired,  and  to  transmit  them  in  turn 
with  all  their  glorious  blessings  and  privileges 
to  countless  generations  yet  to  come. 

I  do  hope  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  conven- 
tion, in  forming  the  organic  law  for  this  State, 
will  endeavor  to  lay  the  foundations  broad  and 
deep,  and  not  be  governed  by  any  selfish  and 
narrow-sighted  policy,  but  look  to  the  interests 
of  future  generations.  I  may  say  that  I  will 
educate  my  own  children,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment has  no  concern  in  their  education.  But  if 
I  neglect  and  refu-e,  through  selfish  or  any 
other  feelings,  to  obey  the  dictates  and  feelings 
that  are  planted  in  a  parent's  heart  for  good 
and  wise  purposes,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  a  matter  of  protection  to  its  own  inter- 
ests, to  require  that  my  children  shall  be  ed- 
ucated, because  they  will  at  some  time  leave  my 
protection,  and  go  out  into  the  world.  They  are 
not  always  to  be  mine,  but  are  to  become  a  part 
of  the  government,  and  a  part  of  the  great  mass, 
upon  whose  virtue  and  inlelligence  depends  the 
very  existence  of  the  government  itself.  The 
government  then  has  a  direct  property  in  my 
children,  and  the  interests  and  the  feelings  of 
the  parent,  imd  the  interests  of  the  governmeut 
should  harmonis.',  and  nothing  but  the  lowest 
form  of  selfishness  will  prevent  them  from  doing 
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If  a  parent  is  able  to  educate  bis  children, 
without  the  aid  of  the  government,  he  is  still  in- 
terested iu  having  the  children  of  his  neighbors, 
who  are  to  oecome  the  associates  of  his  own 
children,  educated  in  a  proper  and  becoming 
manner,  so  that  they  may  eserc.se  the  right 
kind  of  influence  in  society,  when  they  shall  be 
called  upon  to  perform  the  duties  of  active  life. 
We  should  not  act  hei"e  as  individuals  from  sel- 
fish motives,  but  we  should  act  upon  the  great 
principle  of  doing  what  good  we  can  for  the 
advancement,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the 
whole  community. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  It  strikes  me,  that  there  is 
really  no  aristocracy  in  this  measure.  If  there 
was,  I  should  certainly  be  opposed  to  it.  I  am 
opposed  to  aristocracy,  let  it  come  up  in  what- 
ever shape  it  may. 

I  moved  in  committee  of  the  whole  to  strike 
out  the  word  "three"  in  this  section,  and  in- 
sert "six"  in  its  place,  and  as  the  motion  was 
•  carried,  I  feel  under  some  obligations  to  state 
briefly  the  reasons  why  1  made  that  motion. 
First,  then,  I  bold  that  the  State  of  Iowa  owes 
to  the  youth  within  her  borders  an  education, 
and  that  the  government  of  the  State  ought  to 
be  held  responsible  for  the  means  of  education, 
provided  there  are  not  o  her  means  devised  for 
this  purpose,     if  my  property  is  swept  from  me, 


and  I  am  left  without  a  dollar  in  the  world,  are 
my  children  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and  with- 
out receiving  the  advantages  of  education?  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  1  am  fortunate  enough  to  ac- 
quire property,  and  my  neighbor  is  unfortunate, 
am  I  to  enjoy  the  exclusive  benefits  of  my  means 
to  educate  my  children,  while  my  neighbor's 
children  are  neglected?  We,  as  individuals 
composing  the  State,  all  owe  to  the  youth  with- 
in its  limits  an  education,  and  I  for  one  am  not 
willing  to  deny  it.  If  any  individual  in  th« 
community  where  I  reside  is  not  able  to  educate 
his  children,  I  am  willing  that  my  property 
shall  be  taxed  for  the  education  of  his  children. 

If  I  understand  what  pristocracy  is,  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter,  it  is  where  the  rich 
have  the  ascendancy,  and  where  they  send  their 
children  to  school  in  order  to  prepare  them  to 
become  the  rulers  of  this  country,  while  the 
poor  and  unfortunate  are  oppressed  and  ground 
down  to  the  dust,  brought  up  without  an  edu- 
cation, and  consequently  rendered  unfit  for  high 
stations.  Such  is  not  the  case,  however,  with 
some  of  our  brightest  and  most  distinguished 
men,  for  they  have  raised  themselves  to  their 
high  positions  from  obscurity.  It  does  not  fol- 
low as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  son  of 
the  rich  man  has  a  greater  intellect  than  the  son 
of  the  poor  man.  Then,  I  say  if  the  son  of  a 
poor  man  has  intellect,  improve  it,  and  b;d  him 
God-speed  in  his  progress  to  honor  and  distinc- 
tion. 

Mr.  PALMER.  The  more  I  have  examined 
the  plan  reported  by  the  committee,  the  more  I 
am  inclined  to  favor  it;  and  it  is  with  a  view  of 
supporting  it,  and  not  defeating  it,  that  I  rise 
in  opposition  to  the  pending  amendment.  I 
think  if  we  load  it  down  with  amendments,  and 
impose  restrictions  of  this  kind,  we  may  defeat 
this  plan  in  the  convention,  if  not?  before  tha 
people.  It  is  well  known  that  our  taxes  are  in- 
creasing yearly  under  the  present  system  of  gov- 
ernment; and,  whether  it  be  for  educational  or 
for  other  purposes,  if  we  attempt  to  increase  the 
taxes,  there  is  danger  that  we  load  down  thia 
constitution  with  provisions  which  may  cause  itB 
defeat.  I  believe  it  is  not  asked  by  the  friends 
of  this  plan  that  the  Board  of  Education  shall 
have  the  power  of  taxation,  but  tl.at  the  taxes 
to  be  raised  for  all  school  purposes  shnll  be 
raised  under  the  supervision  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

When  I  first  spoke  with  regard  to  this  sys- 
tem, I  said  that  there  appeared  to  be  some  pro- 
visions in  it  which  might  bring  the  Board  of 
Education  into  conflict  with  the  General  Assem- 
bly. If  you  empower  this  Board  to  provide  such 
a  system  of  common  schools  as  requires  a  great- 
er school  revenue  than  is  now  provided,  you 
will  allow  them  to  form  such  a  system  as  will 
require  legislation  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  it  out, 
they  will  be  compelled  to  increase  the  taxes. 
May  not  the  legislature  refuse  to  increase  the 
taxes,  after  the  Board  have  made  piovision  for 
a  perfect  system  ?    That  is  what  I  contemplated 
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•when  I  said  that  these  two  bodies  might  come 
in  contlict. 

The  section  as  originallj  reported,  provided 
for  at  least  three  months  school  in  each  dis- 
trict. I  believe  that  the  school  funds  now  on 
hand,  and  to  come  in  under  the  ])resent  system, 
■would  provide  sufficient  means  for  three  montlis 
Echool  in  each  district,  so  that  we  would  not  be 
called  upon  or  required  to  pay  an  additional 
las.  But  if  you  increase  it  to  six  months,  then, 
in  all  probability,  we  may  be  required  to  pay  an 
additional  tax. 

I  wish  to  retain  such  provisions  in  this  plan 
as  will  enable  me  to  sustain  it  when  it  comes  to 
a  question  upon  its  final  passage.  I  reserve, 
therefore,  the  right  to  vote  for  or  against  it,  as 
it  may  be  amended  to  suit  my  views. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
word  upon  this  subject,  for  the  very  reason  that 
I  do  not  profess  to  understand  what  is  right  and 
proper  upon  so  important  a  subject  as  this.  But 
I  cmnot  see  the  force  or  effect  of  the  argument 
made  use  of  in  favor  of  a  six  months'  school. 
As  I  understand  it,  this  school  fund  does  not 
belong  to  the  adults  of  this  State,  at  all.  It  is 
a  fund  that  belongs  exclusively  to  the  children; 
and,  to  my  mind,  it  is  utterly  beyond  the  action 
of  the  convention  to  undertake  to  rob  the  chil- 
dren of  a  district  of  their  portion  of  the  school 
fund,  if  there  is  not  a  school  taught  in  it  for  six 
months.  I  know  that  it  is  impossible,  in  a  great 
many  unsettled  districts  in  remote  portions  of 
the  State,  to  have  a  school  taught  for  six 
months.  You  apply  to  them  the  rule  here  pro- 
posed, and  you  rob  the  children  of  these  dis- 
tricts forever  of  their  portion  of  the  school 
fund. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  Tt 
is  a  matter  of  discretion  witli  the  othcers  who 
have  the  management  of  the  fund,  whether 
these  districts  shall  have  their  portion  of  the 
fund  or  not. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  In  many  instances,  where 
they  have  failed  to  have  a  school  for  three  or 
six  months,  they  have  been  able,  the  very  next 
scnson,  to  have  a  school  for  six  months.  They 
have  the  funds  that  formerly  belonged  to  them, 
and  they  can  apply  them.  If  they  do  not  apply 
them  this  year,  they  can  apply  them  the  next. 
But  under  this  rule  you  take  away  their  portion 
of  the  fund  from  them.  I  undertake  to  say  that 
each  and  every  district  has  a  right  to  their  por- 
tion of  the  fund,  and  to  control  it  in  their  own 
way.  I  am  suti.slicd  thit  the  people  of  the  State 
will  take  interest  enougii  in  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation to  have  schools  taught  the  proper  l('ngth 
ol  time.  I  have  been  looking  lor  a  proijo.sitiou 
to  require  each  member  of  the  convention  to 
teach  a  school  for  six  months  after  ho  goes 
home.  I  believe  that  the  people  are  competent 
to  regulate  this  matter  for  themselves.  In  the 
district  in  which  I  live,  we  hive  a  school  of  six 
months,  and  I  know  of  many  otlier  districts 
•where  they  have  a  school  the  same  length  of 
time. 


We  all  know  that  broils  and  quarrels  very 
eften  arise  in  the  division  of  districts,  which 
prevent  schools  from  being  organized  and  kept 
up  for  Six  months.  Under  such  a  state  of  things 
•we  would  deprive  them,  by  the  operation  of  the 
rule  sought  to  be  adopted  here,  of  their  portion 
of  the  fund.  A  law-suit  may  be  got  up  which 
may  last  for  six  months,  and  consequently  du- 
ring that  time  there  is  no  school  taught.  Aro 
you  going  to  rob  the  children  of  the  district, 
where  such  a  thing  takes  place,  of  their  portion 
of  the  fund,  because  their  parents  get  to  logger- 
heads with  each  other  ? 

I  believe  the   people    can    take  care  of  this 
matter  themselves,  and  t'liat  they  will  act  prop- 
erly in  regard  to  it.     The  children  of  each  dis- 
1  trict  should  have  the  exclusive  use  of  the  funds 
i  allotted  to  them,  three,  six,  or  nine  months  in 
j  the  year,  as  the  various  districts   may  see  pro- 
per; and  if  it  is  found  inconvenient  in  remote 
j  and  unsettled  districts   to  keep  up   a  school  six 
[  months  in  a  year,  they  should  not  be  robbed  of 
I  their  portion  of  the  fund. 

I  The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
j  nays,  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the 
j  committee  of  the  wliole  to  strike  out  "  three"' 
I  and  insert  "  six,"  and  it  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
j  16,  nays  17,  as  follo-svs: 

Y'eas — Messrs.  Clarkeof  Henry,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Hall,  Johnst.n,  Marvin,  Patterson,  Peters, 
I  Price,  Robinson,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter, 
j  Warren,  Winchester  and  Young. 
I  Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
I  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ells.Gil- 
I  laspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Harris,  Ilollingsworth, 
j  Palmer,  Parvin,  Scott,   Seely,  Traer  aud  ^Vil- 

SOD. 

Slate   Univcrsitif. 

The  next  amendmrnt  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  was  to  strike  out  the  elev- 
enth section,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  establish  one 
University,  which  shall  be  located  at  some  cen- 
tral point  in  the  State  ;  J'l-ovidcd,  that  until 
such  time  as  such  location  may  be  made  aud 
suitable  buildings  erected,  said  University  shall 
continue  as  at  present  located." 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  in  sec- 
tion twelve  the  words  "belonging  to,"  and  insert 
"  deposited  in''  in  lieu  thereof,  so  that  the  sec- 
tion will  read: 

"  The  University  lands,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof,  and  all  moneys  deposited  in  said  fund, 
shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use  of  said 
University.  The  interest  arising  from  tiie  same 
shall  be  annually  nppropriatcd  for  the  support 
aud  benefit  of  said  University." 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 
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Distribution  of  Common  School  Fund. 

The  next  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  was  to  add  to  section  seven- 
teen the  following: 

"In  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  the 
General  Assembly." 

So  that  the  section  would  read  : 

"The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
youths  between  the  age  of  five  and  twenty-one 
years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by 
the  General  Assembly." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

Com2'>ensaiion  of  Members  of  Board. 

The  next  amendment  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  in  section  eighteen,  to  insert  between 
the  words  "the"  and  "Board,"  the  words  "mem- 
bers of  the;"  and  also  before  the  word  "com- 
pensation," strike  out  "the"  and  insert  "their," 
so  that  the  section  would  read  : 

"  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  each  receive  the  same  per  diem  and  mile- 
age as  their  compensation  as  members  of  the 
General  Assembly." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendments  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  are  now  disposed  of,  and 
amendments  will  now  be  in  order  to  any  of  the 
sections  of  the  article. 

Sessions  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  amend 
the  fifth  section  so  that  it  will  read: 

"The  session  of  said  Board  shall  be  limited 
to  one  session  yearly." 

I  make  this  motion  for  this  reason;  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  this  board  is  composed  of  men  of 
that  discretion,  judgment  and  intelligence 
which  are  contemplated,  and  which  they  ought 
to  possess,  there  will  be  no  danger  of  their 
holding  sessions  longer  than  is  necessary  for 
the  good  of  this  department  of  the  government, 
and  there  may  be  times  when  they  will  need 
longer  sessions  than  twenty  days.  One  of  the 
sections  in  this  report,  if  I  understand  it,  re- 
quires those  laws  to  be  passed  by  a  majority  of 
the  board.  Some  occurrence  may  happen,  such 
as  floods  and  bad  travelling,  which  will  prevent 
the  attendance  of  a  majority  of  the  members  for 
the  first  few  days  of  the  session,  and  therefore 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  longer  period 
for  their  sessions  than  twenty  days.  I  think 
we  can  trust  the  members  of  this  board  with 
the  question  of  determining  the  length  of  their 
sessions.  I  move  therefore  to  strike  out  the 
twenty  days  limitation,  leaving  the  section  so 
that  it  will  provide  for  one  session  a  year. 


Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman.  If  any  accident  or 
unforeseen  event  prevents  the  meetiug  of  the 
board  in  time  to  perform  their  duties,  the  Gov- 
ernor can  call  them  together  at  any  time  by 
the  provisions  of  this  section.  The  board,  un- 
less they  are  restricted  to  some  time,  might 
hold  too  long  sessions,  and  occupy  too  much 
time.  I  think  twenty  days  will  afford  sufficient 
time  to  enable  the  board  to  do  all  their  busi- 
ness. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  and  it  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Common  School  System. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the 
first  two  lines  of  section  ten,  which  read, 

"The  Board  of  Education  shall  provide  a  sys- 
tem of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school  shall 
be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at  least 
three  months  in  each  year,"  the  following  pro- 
vision: 

"And  the  legislature  shall  provide  for  raising 
funds  sufficient  so  that  schools  shall  be  kept  in 
each  district  at  least  six  months  in  each  year, 
which  schools  shall  be  free  of  charge  and  equal- 
ly open  to  all." 

Mr.  GILLASPy.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  had  better  wait  until  he  has 
got  the  people  to  vote  upon  striking  out  the 
word  "white"  from  the  constitution,  before  he 
puts  the  children  of  negroes  and  mulattoes 
upon  an  equality  with  white  children  in  our 
schools.  I  know  that  the  people  I  represent 
are  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  any  such 
principle  as  this  into  our  state;  and  I  only  de- 
sire to  represent  the  people  that  sent  me  here, 
faithfully  and  honestly.  I  will  not  allow,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  question  to  be  pre- 
sented here,  without  a  notice  which  I  presume 
will  be  carried  here  by  a  majority  of  the  con- 
vention— at  this  early  day,  before  the  people 
have  voted  upon  the  question  of  striking  out 
the  word  "white"  from  the  constitution — that 
the  children  of  the  blacks,  mulattoes  and  Indi- 
ans shall  be  made  equals  with  the  children  of 
the  whites,  and  that  they  shall  come  in  and 
mingle  together  in  our  common  schools.  As  an 
individual  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  I  trust  in 
God,  that  I  will  never  see  the  day,  when  I  shall, 
by  any  act  of  mine,  do  anything  that  may-,  and 
will  ultimately  in  my  judgment,  lead  to  the 
amalgamation  of  the  black  and  white  races  of 
this  country.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  firmly  and 
inflexibly.  If  the  people  of  this  state  are  dis- 
posed to  appropriate  money  for  the  education  of 
the  blacks,  let  them  do  it  in  separate  and  dis- 
tinct schools,  but  I  will  not  have  them  made 
equal  with  my  children,  and  the  children  of  my 
constituents,  who  are  white  and  I  thank  God 
they  are  white. 

I  know  that  the  people  of  this  state  are  not 
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prepared  for  the  introduction  of  this  principle; 
and  I  am  astonished  th;\t  the  majority-  upon  this 
floor  should  undertake  to  thrust  upon  the  peo- 
ple a  measure  so  obnoxious  as  this  would  be,  a 
measure  that  acknowledges  an  equality  between 
the  black  and  white  races  in  which  I  do  not  be- 
lieve. From  the  commencement  of  the  sessions 
of  this  convention,  this  "nigger"  question  has 
been  lugged  in  here  in  fifty  different  proposi- 
tions and  in  fifty  different  ways.  I  am  apposed 
to  all  this.  I  know  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
(.Mr.  Clarke)  i^ays  that  1  am  very  fierce  upon 
the  scent  of  the  "nigger;"  I  am  no  more  fi^n-ce 
in  that  resuect  than  nine-tenths  of  my  constitu- 
ents, whether  they  be  republicans  or  democrats. 
The  '-nigger"  question  seems  to  be  a  great  theme 
with  the  mnjority  of  this  convention,  and  it 
was  introduced  here  at  a  very  early  period  in 
the  sessions  of  the  convention.  If  t  lese  gen- 
tlemen desire  to  make  provision  for  the  eduction 
of  the  children  of  colored  persons,  let  them  do 
it  in  a  separate  proposition  and  not  undertake 
to  make  negroes  equals,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, with  the  whites.  They  are  not  by  naturo 
equal  to  the  whites,  and  their  children  cannot 
be  made  equal  to  my  children,  or  those  of  my 
constituents.  And,  furthermore,  I  never  intend 
that  by  any  action  of  this  convention,  or  any 
other  body  of  men,  that  they  shall  be  put  upon 
an  equality  with  my  cliildren  and  associate  with 
them  iu  schools,  social  circle  or  anywhere  else. 
It  never  shall  be  done,  and  I  use  the  word  shall, 
which  the  ge»lleman  from  Henry  (Mr.  Clarke) 
has  used  so  often  in  this  convention. 

I  have  said  all  I  desire  to  say  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  will  now  say  in  conclusion  that  I 
shall  vote  at  all  times  against  any  proposition 
placing  the  colored  race  upon  an  equality  with 
the  white;  and  when  I  say  this,  I  know  that  I 
am  representing  not  only  the  democracy  of  my 
district,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  republican 
party  there. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  am  surprised  at 
the  language  of  the  gentleman.  I  never  dream- 
ed that  there  was  a  "nigger  in  this  wood-pile" 
at  all.  Oil  the  contr.iry,  I  think  it  is  a  demo- 
cratic proposition.  Tiie  gentleman  is  laboring 
under  a  great  mistake,  for  I  find  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Indiana,  which  was  made  by  a  demo- 
cratic convention,  just  precisely  the  provision 
now  introduced  here. 

Mr.  GILLASI'Y.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [.Mr.  Clarkf;,]  allow  me  to  ask  him  one 
question '.'  The  gentleman  is  a  constitutional 
lawyer,  we  all  know.  I  would  ask  him,  if  tliis 
provision  is  adopted  iiere,  whether  black  child- 
ren would  not  have  a  right  to  bo  admitted  into 
our  common  schools. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Would  they  not  have  a  le- 
gal right  to  be  admitted  into  our  schools? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  think 
they  would  have,  and  I  do  not  think  this  pro- 


vision would  have  the  effect  of  giving  them  such 
a  right. 

But  to  come  back  to  the  constitution  of  Indi- 
ana, m.'ide  by  a  democratic  convention.  The 
provision  which  I  find  upon  this  subject  reads 
as  follows: 

"  Knowledge  and  learning,  generally  diffused 
throughout  a  community,  being  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  a  free  government,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  eucournge, 
by  all  suitable  means,  moral,  intellectual,  scien- 
tific, and  agricultural  improvement,  and  to 
provide  by  law  for  a  general  and  2iniform  system 
of  common  schools,  wherein  tuition  shall  be  without  j 
charge,  and  equally/  open  to  all."  \ 

When  this  constitution  was  made,  I  do  not 
sup])ose  that  the  gentlemen  who  made  it  smelt  a 
"nigger,''  or  if  they  did,  democracy  then  meant  J 
a  very  different  thing,  from  what  it  docs  now.  I 
I  do  not  see  how  the  provision  now  introduced 
here,  is  going  to  equalize  the  black  and  white 
races;  and  I  do  not  think  gentlemen  need  be  so 
much  afraid  of  it.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  is  a  little — 1  will  not 
say  insane,  for  that  would  be  uncourteous — but 
a  little  excited  upon  this  subject.  He  seems  to 
see  and  hear  "nigger''  in  every  thing  here.  It 
was  but  a  few  days  ago  be  objected  to  jilacing 
the  negro  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  army  ;  and 
1  suppose  he  feels  if  they  are  educated  that  tliey 
may  be  placed  in  the  front  ranks  of  some  other 
department  of  life,  hence  he  wants  to  protect 
them  from  the  evils  of  education. 

While  I  have  no  particul.ar  feeling  upon  this 
subject,  I  for  one  will  recognize  the  negro  as  a 
part  of  the  human  family,  made  by  the  Great 
Father,  to  whom  the  negro  is  responsible  for 
his  actions,  the  same  as  we  are.  If  we  are 
going  into  a  history  of  the  moral  nature  of  man, 
I  want  to  find  the  authority  Avhich  makes  any 
distinction  in  the  races.  Man  has  made  the 
distinction,  but  the  Great  Father  of  all  has  never 
made  any.  He  has  given  the  negro  the  same 
mind,  and  the  same  moral  faculties  that  He  has 
to  the  while  ;  and  He  holds  him  to  the  snme  ac- 
countability. I  say  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  all  classes  of  people  in  the 
State.  W'e  are  not  to  sit  here  and  discriniinsife 
between  people,  on  account  of  color,  na'ivity, 
or  any  thing  else.  It  does  not  follow,  if  you 
provide  that  our  common  schools  shall  be  open 
to  all,  that  the  black  and  white  must  associate 
together. 

The  negro  population  of  this  State  is  very 
small,  it  is  true,  but  they  are  as  much  the  con- 
stituents of  the  members  of  this  convention,  so 
far  as  their  natural  rights  are  concerned,  so  far 
as  our  duty  in  protecting  them  goes,  and  so  far 
as  our  iluty  goes  (or  providing  every  child  in  the 
State  with  an  education,  as  any  other  clnss  in 
this  State.  I  am  willing  to  make  some  provision 
by  which  they  shall  have  that  common  share  of 
education,  which  it  is  necessary  they  should 
have,  in  order  to  make  them  good  citizens,  to 
enable  them  to  know  their  rights,  and  which 
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will  promote  their  moral  and  intellectual  wel- 
fare. 

I  wish  gentlemen  to  explain  to  me  how  it  was, 
that  the  democratic  constitutional  convention  of 
Indiana  did  not  see  the  great  danger  of  elevating 
the  negro  to  the  same  position  with  the  white, 
and  why  they  did  not  think  of  this  thing,  when 
they  incorporated  into  their  constitution  the 
provision  which  I  have  read,  and  why  if  it  were 
democratic,  then,  it  is  not  democratic  now.  1 
think  that  the  majority  of  that  convention  who 
adopted  this  proposition  had  some  regard  to 
human  rights,  and  the  duty  which  the  State 
owed  to  every  portion  of  her  citizens  ;  and  that 
they  were  not  governed  or  controlled  by  this 
miserable  feeling  of  sectionalism,  which  is  dis- 
played here  by  certain  gentlemen,  for  it  is  noth- 
ing but  that.  This  spirit  and  feeling  is  not  con- 
curred in  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Is  there  not  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Indiana  a  provision  to  prevent  negroes 
from  coming  into  the  State  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE.  There  is  a  constitutional  re- 
quirement to  that  effect  ;  but  she  had  negroes  in 
the  State  at  the  time  this  constitutional  provi- 
sion was  made,  which  provides  for  the  education 
of  those  who  were  there  at  that  time.  The  men 
of  that  convention,  no  matter  by  what  party 
name  they  were  called,  were  above  these  miser- 
able paltry  prejudices,  and  acted  for  the  whole 
people,  without  regard  to  color,  class  or  condi- 
tion. 

Mr.  IIALL.  I  regret  that  this  matter  has 
come  up  here.  I  know  that  my  friei  d  from 
Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin,]  is  warmly  attached  to  the 
cause  of  education,  and  1  know  that  the  cause 
of  education  has  no  warmer  friend  than  that 
gentleman.  I  regret,  therefore,  that  he  has  in- 
troduced this  proposition  here.  Whether  it  does 
or  does  not  put  the  Indian  and  negro  races  upon 
an  equality  with  the  white,  and  whether  colored 
children  under  it  could  be  prevented  from  at- 
tendance upon  the  common  schools,  is  not  a 
question  fur  discussion  at  all.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  say  to  the  gentlemen  of  this  convention 
upon  all  sides,  that  as  the  proposition  now 
stands,  there  is  not  one  word  including  or  ex- 
cluding the  negro  race  from  the  common  schools, 
and  there  is  no  discrimination,  so  far  as  this 
constitution  is  concerned,  made  between  the 
negroes  and  the  whites. 

It  does  appear  to  me  that  this  is  sufficient, 
and  that  we  should  stop  there.  I  would  be  un- 
willing to  put  into  the  constitution,  and  I  would 
vote  at  all  times  against  any  proposition  that 
should  exclude  negroes  from  our  schools  ;  nor 
would  I  vote  for  a  proposition  here  that  should 
declare  directly  that  they  shouldhave  this  right. 
That  man,  I  claim,  is  unwise  who  is  not  willing 
to  yield  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  No 
matter  how  much  he  may  deprecate  such  preju- 
dices, no  matter  how  deep  a  mortification  he 
may  feel  upon  this  account,  still  he  cannot  over- 
come them.  If  you  incorporate  this  provision 
into  the  constitution,  by  which  if  a  negro  or  In- 


dian desired  his  children  to  attend  a  common 
school  in  any  district  in  the  State,  no  matter 
where,  he  could  compel,  by  a  writ  of  mandamus, 
the  teacher  to  receive  them,  and  the  courts 
would  compel  teachers  to  receive  them,  it  would 
be  going  too  far  ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  go  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  proposition 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Jones,  [Mr. 
Marvin,]  is  uncalled  for,  and  I  apjieal  to  him  as 
a  friend  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  as  ono 
who  has  the  promotion  of  this  cause  at  heart,  to 
withdraw  it. 

I  think  that  the  section  is  well  enough  as  it 
now  stands.  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  gain 
anything  for  the  cause  of  education  by  going  to 
the  length  which  the  gentleman  proposes.  I 
am  willing  to  agree  that  the  constitution  shall 
make  no  distinction  in  this  respect;  but  I  am 
unwilling  to  introduce  an  element  here  which 
may  defeat  the  passage  of  this  article  in  the 
convention,  or  may  defeat  the  constitution  when 
it  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ac- 
ceptance. It  does  appear  to  me  that  we  ought 
to  let  the  provision  stand  as  it  is  reported  here; 
not  introduce  a  principle  which  goes  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin.] 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  feel  disposed  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  this  question  ;  but  they  shall  be 
very  few.  I  hold,  tlaat  in  this  State,  every  man, 
woman  and  child,  and  especially  every  white 
man,  has  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  the 
education  of  every  child  in  the  State;  not  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  the  colored  child  upon 
an  equality  with  themselves,  not  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  making  them  capable  of  becoming  citi- 
zens, but  a  direct  interest  pecuniarily.  Go  into 
a  community  where  a  portion  of  that  communi- 
ty are  permitted,  or  rather  compelled,  to  become 
degraded  in  their  intellectual  powers,  degraded 
mo!  ally,  physically,  and  in  every  way;  and  you 
will  find  in  that  community  a  class  dangerous  to 
your  interests,  a  class  which  may  strike  a  fatal 
blow  at  midnight,  a  class  which  may  rob  you  of 
your  treasures  and  your  life.  I  know  of  no  bet- 
ter way  to  prevent  such  a  state  of  things  than 
by  giving  every  child  in  the  State  an  opportuni- 
ty to  become  educated,  to  learn  the  pi-inciples 
of  our  government,  the  principles  of  our  reli- 
gion, the  principles  which  are  calculated  to 
make  men,  the  principles  which  are  calculated 
to  elevate  man  into  the  position  which  God,  in 
his  creation,  intended  him  to  fill.  I  hold  that 
we  might,  with  equal,  nay  greater,  propriety, 
say  that  our  school  houses  should  not  be  con- 
taminated with  that  blacker  stain  of  immorality, 
and  exclude  those  young  persons  who  are  so  im- 
moral in  their  course  of  life  that  it  is  contami- 
nation for  our  children  to  come  into  contact 
with  them.  1  know  that  our  schools  are,  to  a 
great  extent,  dangerous  schools,  because  they 
open  the  door  to  all  classes;  but  that  contami- 
nation which  comes  from  a  depraved  morality, 
I  dread  far  more  than  the  contamination  which 
arises  only  from  a  dark  complexion.  I  have 
never  experienced  any  difficulty  from  the  intro- 
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duction  of  colored  children  into  common  schools. 
To  get  what  little  knowledge  I  have,  I  sat  side 
by  side  in  the  same  school  house  with  blacks, 
una  I  never  heard  it  complained  of.  It  is  a 
common  thing  in  New  York.  But  if  the  districts 
are  any  of  them  so  tenacious  of  their  prejudices 
that  they  cannot  consent  to  this,  they  can  do  as 
the  professors  of  religion  do  in  many  of  the 
churches — have  a  side  pew  for  them.  But  by 
all  that  is  dear  to  us,  let  us  educate  every  hu- 
man being  within  our  reach.  Let  us  prepare 
them  all  to  become  citizens.  Let  us  prepare 
them  to  act  the  part,  whatever  it  may  be,  which 
is  assigned  them  for  after  life. 

Can  it  be  possible  that,  in  this  age  of  the 
■world,  and  in  this  enlightened  and  tree  Iowa, 
■we  are  to  travel  back  and  refuse  to  make  pro- 
Tisions  by  which  all  shall  be  educated  ?  I  feel 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  lift  from  degradation  eve- 
ry clai-s  of  men  which  we  may  have  among  us, 
needing  our  assistance.  It  is  necessary  for  our 
own  interest,  and  for  our  own  safety ;  and  it 
■will  enable  us  to  answer,  I  trust,  with  a  good 
conscience,  before  God.  While  I  feel  deeply  in 
the  cause  of  education,  because  I  feel  the  want 
of  it,  I  believe  that  my  tongue  shall  cleave  to 
the  roof  of  my  mouth  and  my  right  hand  forget 
her  cunning,  before  I  shall  forget  to  put  forth 
every  effort  in  a  proper  place  to  elevate  all  God's 
creation.  When  you  ask  rae  to  say  that  they 
shall  not  have  equal  privileges  in  learning  to 
read  of  the  God  who  created  them,  and  the  Sa- 
vior who  died  for  their  salvation,  you  ask  me  to 
do  that  which  my  religion  forbids  me  to  do. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  only  desire  to  say,  in  explana- 
tion of  my  position,  that  I  do  not  wish  nor  de- 
sire to  exclude  this  race.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  their  educa- 
tiou,  but  I  wish  it  to  be  separate  aud  distinct 
Irom  the  whites.  If  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  open  to  amendment,  I  will  move  to 
amend  by  iu.-'ertiiig,  after  the  word  "all,"  the 
words  "white  children;"  and,  upon  that,  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  do  not  feci  my- 
eelf  able  this  morning  to  enter  fully  into  this 
debate  ;  but  still  1  c  uinot  refrain  from  saying  a 
few  words  upon  this  question.  I  listened  to  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
[Mr.  Hall,]  this  morning,  and  while  he  stood 
there  talking  ujjon  this  subject  of  education  and 
all  its  great  interests,  I  could  l^ut  admire  the 
ease  and  freedom  with  which  ho  oxi)ressed  his 
whole  soul,  and  the  eloquence,  with  which  he 
dwelt  upon  this  subject.  I  could  not  help  con- 
trasting the  elforts  of  the  gentleman  in  this  be- 
half with  those  other  cllorts  of  his,  where  he 
has  seemed  to  be  struggling  with  his  preju'lices 
as  a  bulfalo  would  struggle  within  the  folds  of 
the  anaconda.  When  the  gentleman  expressed 
the  sentiment  here  that  there  was  one  aristocra- 
cy winch  ho  worshiped — the  aristocracy  of  in- 
tellect— I  could  not  help  having  a  pang  pass 
through  me,  and  I  thought,  how  long  will  it  be 
before  that  awful  prejudice  of  his  will  come  in 
and  again  set  him   to  struggling?     IIow  long 


will  it  belDefore  he  will  want  to  make  one  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  white  children?  I  wish  the 
gentleman  did  truly  worship  intellect.  I  wish 
he  did  truly  reverence  the  soul.  I  wish  he  could 
throTi'  aside  those  shackles  binding  his  efforts 
here  in  the  true  cause  of  humanity  and  human 
rights.  I  ■wish  he  could  throw  himself  freely 
into  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  all 
God's  creatures,  and  not  be  compelled  to  cramp 
himself  within  those  narrow  limits  where  one 
with  so  large  a  soul  as  his  by  nature,  feels  him- 
self a  slave  indeed. 

The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Wapello, 
[Mr.  Gillaspy,]  in  regard  to  putting  the  "nigger" 
children  of  the  country  upon  an  equality  with 
his  children,  I  expected  from  him.  They  are  in 
keeping  with  other  remarks  he  has  made  here. 
They  grow,  I  believe,  out  of  a  mere  prejudice 
on  his  part.  W^e  are  not  legislating  or  arguing 
for  any  equality  so  far  as  social,  moral  or  intel- 
lectual nature  is  concerned.  We  are  merely  de- 
claring what  the  political  rights  of  all  men  are. 
We  are  declaring  that  this  school  system  has  its 
very  soul  and  life  in  being  open  to  all  alike. 
And  yet  the  gentleman  rises  and  attempts  to 
demonstrate  that  because,  in  carrying  out  that 
principle,  colored  children  are  permitted  to  go 
into  our  schools,  we  should  throw  it  aside.  Now 
shall  we  admit  this  exception  to  the  great  prin- 
ciple? It  is  striking  at  the  very  foundation — at 
the  very  heart  of  the  common  school  system. 
That  system  has  been  built  up  on  the  great  idea 
of  opening  the  schools  to  all  classes.  It  has  be- 
come what  it  is  from  the  very  fact  that  it  is  a 
common  school  system,  common  to  all,  free  to 
all.  The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  if  we 
permit  all  to  participate  in  these  blessings,  and 
enjoy  an  education  through  aid  of  these  schools, 
it  will  put  them  into  such  a  position  that  his 
own  children  cannot  claim  to  have  any  superior- 
ity at  all — that  they  will  all  be  upon  a  perfect 
equality.  I  do  not  know  how  fiir  the  gentlemau's 
children  may  be  entitled  to  the  worship  of  *ho 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall.]  I  do 
not  know  how  far  elevated  they  are  above  those, 
who  may  be  of  a  darker  hue,  in  intellectual  en- 
dowment. But  the  gentleman  may  be  well  as- 
sured that  it  will  not  alter  their  position  a  sin- 
gle iota,  if  wo  pass  the  amendment  as  ofl'ered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin.]  Itwill 
be  nierciy  saying  to  the  colored  child  what  you 
say  to  the  tJerman  child — to  the  child  of  tho 
catholic  and  the  child  of  tho  prolestant — to  tbo 
child  of  cverj'  huinan  being — these  schools  are 
open  for  you  ;  come  in  and  participate  in  tho 
blessing.  It  does  not  affect  their  social  position 
or  standing  or  equality  in  any  way.  It  is  sim- 
ply like  a  great  charity,  open  to  all.  If  tlie  gen- 
tleman, during  this  cold  winter,  had  thrown 
open  his  doors,  had  spread  upon  his  board  food 
for  the  hungry,  and  had  prepared  clothes  for 
the  naked ;  if  ho  had  said  :  come  all  you  who 
are  hungry  and  want  food — all  you  who  are  na- 
ked and  want  clothing,  come  and  partake ; 
would  the  gentleman  suppose  that,  if  some  poor 
son  of  Africa  should  come  forward  to  partake 
of  his  benefaction,  that  would    be  placing   him 
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upon  a  perfect  equality  with  the  whites  who 
might  equal]}'-  share  his  bounty  ?  Would  he 
want  to  say,  in  extending  his  invitation  :  come, 
all  white  people  who  may  need  food,  or  who  may 
need  clothing  ? 

I  believe  the  gentleman  has  told  us  that  in 
his  youth  he  used  to  play  with  the  sons  of  Af- 
rica. 

Mr.  GILL.ISPY.  That  was  the  gentleman 
from  Lucas,   [Mr.  Edwards.] 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  thnk  the  gentle- 
mau  from  Wapello  told  us  the  same  thing.  At 
any  rate,  I  presume  the  gentleman  would  have 
no  objection  at  all  to  have  one  beside  him  upon 
the  ceach  box  driving  his  carriage ;  he  would 
not  object  to  allowing  one  to  put  a  handkerchief 
about  his  aeck,  set  him  in  the  right  position 
upon  an  easy  chair,  take  him  by  the  nose  and 
rtmove  fiomhis  face  the  e-xuberance  of  his 
beard  :  he  would  noi.  object  to  allowing  him  to 
come  with  a  white  apron  behind  his  chair  at  the 
table,  asking  him  what  he  ivill  be  helped  to, 
placing  it  upon  his  plate,  or  to  removing  his 
plate  to  get  him  another  wiped  by  his  own 
hand;  no  objection  at  all  to  that.  I  need  not 
go  further  in  saying  what  he  would  not  object 
to,  the  gentleman  having  iutormed  us  that  there 
is  but  one  of  that  race  in  his  community.  But 
I  will  say  thxt  all  these  are  mere  prejudices. 
They  are  urged  here  as  mere  prejudices,  without 
any  reason  at  all.  There  has  not  been  a  word 
from  a  single  man  here,  to  show  us  any  reason 
which  really  exists  for  making  any  such  dis- 
tinction. There  is  a  sort  of  idle  dream  that 
somewhere  in  this  great  republic  there  is  a  feel- 
ing which  would  keep  them  out  and  deprive 
them  of  education;  one  after  another  ca'ches 
the  idea,  and  every  man  thinks  that  some  how 
or  other  he  is  to  be  tainted,  and  there  is  to  bt 
a  prejudice  against  him,  unless  he  joins  iw  the 
hue  and  cry  against  anything  like  dicing 
justice  towards  that  portio  of  the  human  race. 
It  is  unmanly.  It  is  ungenerous.  It  is  un- 
christian. It  is  uncalled  for  by  any  reason. 
You  need  not  be  afraid  to  trust  this  state  upon 
a  perfectly  free  constitution,  i'ou  need  not  be 
afraid  to  open  your  doors  to  a  perfect  political 
equality.  You  need  not  be  afraid  to  opeu  your 
school-houses  to  all.  You  may  do  everything 
to  remove  all  restrictions,  and  leave  them  per- 
fectly free  to  rise  to  the  highest  point  God 
originally  designed  them  to  reach.  You  need 
not  be  afraid  that  amalgamation  will  follow 
from  this.  It  is  idle:  it  is  foolish.  It  is  the 
degradation  of  the  negro  which  leads  to  amal- 
gamation. I  have  been  in  the  slave  states.  I 
have  been  upon  the  plantations  of  Missis- 
sippi and  Alabama.  I  have  been  a  way  up  in 
the  backwoods  upon  the  Yazoo  river,  upon 
plantations  scarcely  visited  by  white  men  once 
in  a  year,  where  they  raise  their  cotton  crops, 
and  ship  them  annually  to  New  Orleans,  where 
there  is  but  one  overseer  to  a  plantation,  and 
the  master  is  hardly  ever  there,  but  receives  his 
cotton  crops,  and  disposes  of  them  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  uses  the  money  either  there  or  at  the 
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watering  places.  Yet  go  upon  one  of  those 
plantations,  where  there  is  a  white  man  for  the 
overseer,  look  around  among  the  negro  quar- 
ters, and  there,  if  you  want  to  see  amalgamation, 
is  the  place  to  find  it.  It  is  the  institution  of 
slavery  which  is  the  great  parent  of  amalgama- 
tion. Gentlemen  need  not  fear  it  from  those  op- 
posed to  that  institution.  Gentlemen  need  not 
attempt  by  the  cry  of  amalgamation  to  silence 
those  who  stand  up  battling,  not  merely  for  the 
rights  of  negroes,  but  for  the  rights  of  Germans, 
of  Irish,  of  Catholics,  of  all  God's  human  cre- 
ation ;  whatever  their  race,  whatever  their 
creed.  Sir,  I  scorn  it.  It  is  simply  throw  in  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  prejudice  against  persons 
who  stand  here  the  most  free,  the  most  liberal, 
the  most  democratic,  the  most  republican.  Gen- 
tlemen call  us  abolitionists.  When  have  I  said 
a  word  here  in  regard  to  abolition  ?  When  have 
1  said  anything  in  regard  to  touching  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  beyond  the  constitution  and 
constitutional  privileges?  When  have  any  of 
us  stood  up  here  and  uttered  a  tirade  against 
it,  as  something  we  were  determined  to  lay  our 
hands  upon,  or  to  use  any  other  power  than 
moral  power  and  intellectual  power  to  effect  ? 
Gentlemen  are  ungenerous,  they  are  unkind 
when  they  come  in  here  with  these  accusations, 
and  these  assertions.  I  am  no  more  an  abo  - 
iitionist  than  gentlemen  who  came  to  Iowa  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  our  free  institutions  and 
to  escape  from  the  curse  of  slavery  in  their 
native  land:  not  a  whit  more. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  I  have  not  used  the  word  "  abolition- 
ists." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  word  has  been 
used  here  frequently.  I  say  that  we  stand 
here,  not  as  abolitionists,  not  as  advocates  for 
the  negro,  not  as  justifiers  of  the  negro,  not  as 
attempting  to  substantiate  that  they  are  equal  to 
the  whites  in  any  particular.  We  do  not  think 
that  necessary.  It  is  not  in  our  province.  It 
does  not  belong  to  us.  But  we  stand  here  upon 
eternal  principles  and  rights.  When  you  talk 
.about  a  common  school  system  with  exceptions, 
you  might  as  well  carry  your  exoeptioas  so  far 
as  to  exclude  all  but  IVotestants,  or  all  but 
native  Americans,  a»  to  exclude  all  but  white 
people.  As  I  have  said  before,  lam  not  satisfied 
with  anything  short  of  what  is  exactly  right,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  satisfied  with  taking  away 
from  our  common  school  system  that  principle 
from  which  it  derives  its  name.  I  do  not  ask 
who  is  aflFected.  I  stand  for  the  right  because 
it  is  right.  It  is  right,  if  we  are  to  have  a  com- 
mon school  system,  that  it  should  be  a  com- 
mon school  system,  common  and  free  to  all. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  it 
was  agreed  to,  yeas  23  ;  nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Teas. — The  President,  Messrs.  Clark,  of  Ala- 
makee.  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Giilas- 
py,  Gower,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingswortb,    John- 
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Bton,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Robinson,  Scott, 
Seely,  Skiif,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Warren  and 
Winchester. 

A'ai/s. — Messrs.  Banker,  Clarke,  of  Plenry. 
Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Cotton,  Ells,  Gray,  Marvin, 
Parvin,  Traer,  Wilson  and  Young. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARREN, 

The  convention  took  a  recess  until  2  P.  M. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  convention  reassembled  at  2  P.  M.,  and 
were  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands  was  re- 
sumed. 

Mr.  ELLS  moved  to  amend  section  ten  so  that 
it  would  read  : 

"  The  board  of  education  shall  provide  for  the 
education  of  all  the  youth  of  the  state  through 
a  system  of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school 
shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at 
least  three  months  in  each  year." 

Mr.  HALL.  Did  the  gentleman  intend  to 
leave  out  the  other  line, — "  Any  district  failing 
to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be  de- 
prived of  their  portion  of  the   school  fund"? 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  did  intend  to  omit  that.  It  was 
at  the  suggestion  of  several  friends. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  object  to  that,  because  it  rather 
gives  a  bounty  to  districts  not  to  have  their 
Bchools,  if  they  are  not  to  lose  anything  by  it. 
I  think  we  should  provide  that  if  they  do  not 
keep  the  schools  they  shall  lose  the  public  money. 
I  would  have  this  held  in  tcrrorcm  over  them. 
If  they  lose  nothing  by  their  neglect,  they  will 
have  no  inducement  to  open  the  schools.  I  do 
not  think  this  would  ever  be  exercised  improp- 
erly. 

Upon  this  amendment — 

Mr.  GILLASPY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  1  prefer  the  entire  section  ;  and 
I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  as 
follows : 

"Any  district  failing  to  organize  and  keep  up 
8  school,  may  be  deprived  of  their  portion  of  the 
Bchool  fund." 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  will  accept  of  that  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  my  amendment,  if  there  is  no  objection. 
I  am  satisfied  with  it. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  would  like  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  that,  80  that  if  any  district  shall  fail  for 
two  years  to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  they 
shall  lose  the  school  fund  after  two  years.  I  ask 
that  the  new  districts  may  have  two  years  to 
supply  themselves  with  houses,  to  organize,  and 
to  procure  regular  teachers.  That  seems  to  me 
no  more  than  is  reasonable.  I  have  seen  the 
operation  of  forming  new  districts;  and  the  ef- 
fect of  the  clause  in  our  old  constitution  upon 


them.  One  district  not  sufficiently  prepared  for 
everything  to  go  on  harmoniously  would  lose  its 
share  of  the  fund,  while  a  more  populous  or 
wealthy  district  would  enjoy  it.  I  think  we  can 
allow  them  two  years  to  make  preparation,  with- 
out any  detriment  to  any  one.  I  move  to  insert 
in  the  last  clause  of  this  section  the  words  "  for 
two  consecutive  years." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  feel  hardly  quaJified  to  urge 
my  own  particular  and  peculiar  views  in  regard 
to  this  matter  upon  members  of  the  convention; 
but  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  them  and  I 
believe  I  have  good  reasons  for  differing  with 
them.  I  believe  that  this  last  clause  should  be 
left  entirely  out.  There  are  a  great  many  con- 
tingencies which  may  arise  in  the  management 
of  this  school  fund  which  I  believe  will  justify 
the  striking  out  of  this  clause.  For  instance,  a 
new  district  is  formed,  consisting  of  forty  or 
fifty  pupils,  and  the  fund  accruing  to  them  would 
be  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  dollar 
for  each  pupil,  or  fifty  dollars  for  that  district. 
Now  under  the  present  arrangement  it  is  neces- 
sary to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school  for  three 
months  the  very  first  year  after  the  district  is 
laid  off,  or  else  they  cannot  draw  the  money. 
Now  it  is  well  known  to  members  of  this  con- 
vention that  as  a  general  thing  a  district  thus 
laid  off  has  no  school  house ;  and  it  is  well 
known  too  that  it  is  not  always  in  the  power  of 
the  district  to  build  a  school  house  the  first 
year.  In  a  great  many  districts,  one  and  a  half 
cents  upon  the  dollar,  upon  the  taxable  proper- 
ty of  the  school  districts,  the  greatest  amount 
you  can  raise  by  taxation,  would  be  insufficient 
to  build  a  school  house.  So  they  must  devote 
their  whole  tax  for  two  years  in  succession  in 
order  to  accomplish  the  object.  The  first  year 
thej'  barely  build  the  house ;  the  second  j'ear 
they  complete  the  house;  and  having  appropri- 
ated all  their  funds  to  building  the  house,  they 
find  it  too  burthensome  that  same  year  to  open 
and  support  a  school.  Gentlemen  will  see  t-hat 
the  newly  organized  districts  need  this  fund 
more  than  any  other  portion  of  the  State.  They 
labor  under  great  disadvantages  in  paying  this 
heavy  tax  to  build  the  school  house  ;  and  then 
we  threaten  to  take  away  the  school  fund  from 
them  if  they  do  not  keep  up  the  school  three 
months  in  tiic  year,  when  in  fact  they  may  not 
have  been  able  to  complete  a  house  in  which  to 
keep  the  school,  and  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
school  fund.     I  assert  that  this  is  wrong. 

There  is  another  reason  which  I  have  to  give 
which  I  think  will  make  it  appear  very  clearly  to 
to  the  minds  of  members  of  this  convention  why 
this  is  wrong.  It  is  taking  away  from  a  portion 
of  the  youth  of  this  State  and  giving  to  another 
portion  of  the  youth  of  the  State  without  any 
cause,  (lenllemen  say  that  if  the  districts  are 
so  negligent  or  so  careless  about  having  a  school 
that  they  will  not  organize  and  hold  a  school 
three  months  in  the  year,  they  are  not  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  fund.  I  claim  that  this  is  a 
wrong  principle,  because  it  is  not  the  negligence 
of  the  pupils.     It  is  not  their  dereliction  from 
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duty.  It  is  no  fault  of  theirs.  It  is  the  negli- 
gence of  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  chil- 
dren. It  is  the  negligence  perhaps  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  districts.  It  is  a  negligence  not  only 
not  emanating  from  these  pupils  or  resting  upon 
them,  but  entirely  out  of  their  power  to  control. 
It  appears  to  me  like  visiting  the  iniquities  of 
the  fathers  upon  the  children,  to  say  that  the 
child  shall  be  deprived  of  his  share  of  the  school 
fund,  not  from  any  fault  or  lack  of  his  own, 
but  because  his  parents  or  his  guardians  have 
neglected  to  organize  a  school  and  keep  it  open 
for  three  months  in  the  year.  The  parents  are 
at  fault  and  we  disfranchise  the  children.  This 
ought  not  to  be  done.  If  the  recipient  of  the 
favor  could  by  any  act  of  his  own  deny  himself 
the  right,  if  he  could  disfranchise  himself,  then 
I  might  admit  that  it  would  be  just  and  proper 
that  he  should  suffer  the  consequences.  But  by 
no  act  of  his  own  can  the  child  refuse  to  receive 
that  boon  from  the  State.  The  forfeiture  is  on 
account  of  the  action  or  the  negligence  of  a  party 
with  whom  he  has  no  connection  by  his  own 
consent.  Because  another  party  fails  to  meet 
the  intents  of  the  law,  his  right  to  this  boon  is 
"wrested  from  him. 

If  gentlemen  would  look  upon  this  thing  from 
that  point  of  view,  I  think  they  would  agree 
with  me  that  it  is  not  right  that  in  consequence 
of  the  negligence  of  persons  over  whom  they 
have  no  control,  any  party  should  suffer  loss. 
The  pupils  have  no  agency  in  this  neglect,  and 
they  have  therefore  a  right  to  the  fund.  If 
other  individuals  are  neglectful,  those  children 
ought  not  to  suffer  for  it.  There  are  a  great 
mai.y  contingencies  which  may  arise,  besides 
negligences,  to  prevent  the  organization  of  a 
school  at  as  early  a  period  as  would  be  desirable. 
There  may  be  some  little  defect  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  convention.  The  matter  may  be 
Ihrown  into  court,  and  it  may  be  kept  there  two 
or  three  years  before  it  can  be  adjudicated  upon. 
Now  shall  the  children  of  that  district  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  this  school  fund  in  con- 
sequence of  the  wilful  stubbornness,  if  you 
please,  of  those  who  live  in  that  district.  The 
fund  does  not  belong  to  the  parents  at  all.  It 
is  not  given  for  their  benefit,  and  they  ought  not 
to  have  the  power  to  wrest  it  from  those  for 
whom  it  is  designed.  They  ought  not  to  have 
the  power  to  snatch  it  from  those  to  whom  it 
has  been  bequeathed  without  their  consent.  It 
is  the  neglect  of  the  parents  which  this  clause 
■would  visit  upon  the  heads  of  the  pupils. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  would  ask  it  there  is  any 
such  question  before  the  Convention? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  question  is  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,] 
that  if  a  district  neglects  for  two  years  to  or- 
ganize and  keep  up  a  school  for  three  months  in 
each  year,  it  shall  not  draw  from  the  school 
fund.  That  I  understand  to  be  the  motion  be- 
fore the  convention  ;  and  my  remarks  bear  di- 
rectly upon  that  point.  It  can  make  no  difl'er- 
ence  in  the  principle  whether  the  number  of 
years  of  neglect  is  two,  five,  ten,  or  twenty  ;  or 


whether  the  school  is  kept  up  three,  six,  or  any 
other  number  of  months.  I  believe  that  the 
principle  is  founded  upon  wrong,  and  that  it  is 
unjust  and  oppressive. 

It  may  be  said  that  if  this  fun'd  goes  on  accu- 
mulating, parties  may  wish  to  keep  the  fund 
from  being  expended  in  the  district  to  which  it 
really  and  properly  belongs,  and  thus  there  is  a 
fund  created  which  may  not  accrue  directly  and 
immediately  to  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the 
rising  generation.  But  whether  it  is  directly 
and  immediately  available  or  not,  the  fund  is 
theirs,  and  I  am  willing  that  if  they  will  not 
spend  it  this  year  nor  the  next  year,  that  they 
shall  have  it  to  spend  the  year  following.  Let 
them  be  their  own  judges  at  what  time  and  un- 
der what  circumstances  the  expenditure  of  this 
fund  will  be  the  most  serviceable  to  them.  It 
is  theirs  by  right.  It  is  bequeathed  to  them.  It 
is  a  legacy  to  them  ;  and  we  have  no  right  to 
wrest  from  them  that  legacy.  We  have  no 
right,  even  in  consequence  of  any  negligence  or 
fault  of  theirs,  to  snatch  from  them  the  legacy 
so  gratuitously  given  by  our  General  Govern- 
ment to  them.  I  hope  that  gentlemen  will  take 
this  view  of  it;  and  if  they  do,  I  believe  they 
can  vote  in  no  other  way  than  with  me  upon 
this  motion,  and  upon  every  motion  of  this  char- 
acter. Let  no  such  restriction  be  placed  upon 
the  enjoyment  of  this  fund. 

Gentlemen  say  that  it  is  setting  a  bad  exam- 
ple, and  taking  away  the  terror  of  the  loss  of 
this  money.  There  is  no  terror  connected  with 
the  loss  of  this  money.  It  does  not  operate  in 
the  districts  as  the  gentlemen  suppose  that  it 
will.  The  expectation  of  receiving  this  fund  is 
not  the  great  incentive  which  organizes  and 
keeps  up  the  school  system.  And  whatever  the 
rule  may  be  in  relation  to  it,  if  the  school  was 
to  be  kept  open  six  months  instead  of  three,  or 
the  districts  would  lose  the  fund,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  ever  be  taken  into  consideration  at  all. 
I  say,  let  us  "do  right,  though  the  heavens  fall." 
Let  us  hold  no  lash  over  any  one.  Let  us  do 
that  which  is  perfectly  right,  honest,  and  just. 
Let  us  not  take  this  legacy  from  the  children  on 
account  of  any  dereliction  of  duty  upon  the  part 
of  the  parents,  guardians,  or  overseers  of  the 
school  system.  The  fund  belongs  to  the  chil- 
dren, ana  let  us  not  take  it  from  them. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Clay- 
ton [Mr.  Scott]  to  look  at  the  amendment  a 
moment,  and  he  will  see  that  it  simply  confers 
the  power  to  deprive  the  district  of  the  school 
fund  ;  it  is  not  obligatory  that  they  shall  be  de- 
prived of  it;  but  leaves  the  question  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  proper  officers  of  the  government, 
who  have  the  control  of  this  fund. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  understand  that;  but  it  is 
giving  a  power  which  ought  not  to  oe  gi'  en — 
the  power  to  do  a  wrong.  I  am  fearful  of  giv- 
ing to  the  legislature  the  power  to  do  that 
which  is  wrong.  It  is  not  right  to  give  the 
privilege  to  do  wrong.  It  is  not  right  to  grant 
the  privilege  to  others  to  do  that  which  we  our- 
selves know  to  be  morally  wrong.     The  legisla- 
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ture  may  act  discreetly.  They  may  never  exer- 1  men  are  too  sensitive,  that  the  gentleman  from 
cise  this  prerogative.  They  may  take  the  mat-  ,  Wapello  [Mr  Gillaspy,]  is  decidedly  too  sensi- 
ter  into  -ivise  consideration.  They  may  never  '  tive  upon  this  subject.  I  am  satisfied,  and  think 
exercise  the  povrer  which  we  grant  them.  But  j  every  gentleman  of  the  convention  would  be 
that  will  not  excuse  us,  if  we  allow  the  legisla-  satisfied,  from  the  reading  of  the  substitute  pro- 
ture  to  do  that  which  we  know  to  be  morally  [  posed  to  be  amended,  that  the  legislature  may 
wrone.  !  e.xercise  its  discretion  in  the  formation  of  schools 

Mr.  HALL 


I  think  a  clause  of  this  kind  is 
liccessary.  We  have  all  read  the  fable  of  the 
dog  in  the  manger.     The  gentleman 

Mr.  ELLS.  If  the  gentleman  will  give  way  a 
moment,  I  will  accept  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Cedar   [Mr.  Gower.] 

Mr.  GILLASPY  moved  to  strike  out  "youths" 
and  insert  "white  children.'' 

The  amendment,  if  so  amended,  would  read 


I  in  this  State.  According  to  the  provisions  of 
the  substitute,  they  are  to  provide  for  the  edu- 
]  cation  of  all  the  youths  of  the  State  through  a 
1  system  of  common  schools.  Under  that  they 
'  may  sever  the  whites  from  the  blacks.  They 
;  may  make  provision  for  the  education  of  the 
I  blacks  in  schools  by  themselves,  and  for  the  ed- 
I  ucation  of  the  whites  in  schools  by  themselves  ; 
1  or  in  districts  where  the  people  desire  it,  they 
may   provide  for  their    education   in   the  same 


The  Board  of  Education  shall  provide  for  i  school.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  going  altogether 
the  education  of  ah  the  white  children  of  the  '  too  'ar  to  say  that  the  blacks  or  mulattocs  of 
Stilts  through  a  system  of  common  schools,  by  i  ^his  State  shall  be  cut  oil  entirely  Irom  educa- 
which  a  school  shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  j 


each  district  at  least  three  months  in  each  year 
Any  district  failing,  for  two  consecutive  years, 
to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund." 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  cannot  see  any  great  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Wa- 
pello, [Mr.  Gillaspy.]  The  present  condition  of 
this  question  in  the  convention  with  regard  to 
colored  people,  seems  to  be  this  :  There  seems 
to  be  a  proposition  now  before  us,  which  will 
probably  be  adopted,  judging  from  the  expres 


tiou.  There  are  negroes  and  mulattots  in  this 
State  who  own  property,  who  are  taxed  for 
school  purposes,  who  are  taxed  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  our  State  government.  After  having 
imposed  upon  them  this  obligation,  and  this 
taxation,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  asking  too 
much  of  them  to  ask  that  they  shall  forego  all 
the  privileges  of  education,  to  say  nothing  of 
their  absolute  right  to  it.  I  hold,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  to  the  doctrine  advanced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  that  every 
human  being  is  entitled  to  an  education.  I  be- 
lieve that  doctrine  is  true.     But  I   do  not  wish 


eions  I  have  heard  here,  leaving  it  to  the  people  to  place  this  constitution  in  such  a  shape  that 
to  decide  whether  the  adjective  "white''  shall  j  the  children  of  the  gentleman  from  Wapello 
he  stricken  out  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  consti-  ghall  necessarily  sit  side  by  side  with  the  child- 
tution,  or  not.  The  main  object  of  those  who  j  rpQ  of  a  black  man.  I  am  willing  to  leave  that 
desire  to  have  it  stricken  out,  I  understand  to  j  open,  and  let  the  legislature  determine  it. 
be  to  clothe  the  negro  with  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  of  holding  office;  to  give  to  him  that  which 


is  the  substratum  of  all  substantial  political 
rights.  Now,  I  am  free  to  sa}-,  that  if  that  qual- 
ification be  removed  in  that  respect  bj-  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Iowa,  it  should  be  removed 
in  every  other  respect.  I  should  be  opposed  to 
having  in  our  community  any  one  clothed  with 
the  rights  of  cilizcnsliip,  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  the  elective  franchise,  who  would 
not  have  nil  the  rights  of  citizens.  1  wish  to 
he  understood.  I  nni  opposed  to  clothing,  col- 
ored persons  witli  this  privilege,  and  think  that 
this  is  doing  them  no  injustice.  They  are  not 
now  residents  of  our  State,  as  a  general  thing. 
We  have  but  very  few  of  them,  and  those  that 
hav  •  come  here,  have  come  williout  any  induce- 
ment or  expectation  that  this  privilege,  would  be 
i:;iv<;r.  thern,  We  take  nothing  from  them.  But 
■  ''9  people  so  decide  at  the  ballot-box,  in 
•  f  Miff  upon  this  question,  that  the  negro  shall 
not  have  the  right  of  suffrage,  I  think  this 
ehi^uld  go  with  it ;  and  if  they  decide  the  other 


But  I  will  never  vote  to  keep  the  colored 
children  out  of  the  schools  altogether,  so  that 
the  children  of  the  black,  the  mulatto,  or  of  any' 
other  race  of  men,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  ten- 
t-fits of  education.  It  makes  no  diiference,  so  far 
as  regards  this  question,  whether  the  blacks  are 
clothed  with  the  right  of  sufl^'rage  or  not.  We 
all  have  an  interest,  whether  we  give  them  that 
right  or  not,  in  the  intelligence  of  that  race.  An 
intelligent  negro  is  certainly  preferable  to  an 
ignorant  one.  The  gentleman  from  Wapello, 
residing  in  the  county  seat  of  that  county,  if 
they  are  to  have  negroes  in  the  town  in  which 
he  resides,  would  certainly  prefer  that  they 
should  be  intelligent  rather  than  that  they 
>hould  be  debased  and  ignorant.  Why  then 
should  we  not  confer  this  right'.'  Why  not  leave 
it  open  ?  Why  not  give  the  legislature  not  only 
the  power  to  tux  them,  but  to  confer  upon  thcnt 
an  elucation  '.'  I  hope  that  uniendinent  will  not 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.     I  do  not  know  that  it  i.s  the 


way,  1  would  let  this  go  with  the  balance.  If  province  of  the  gentleman  from.  Jeifcrson  [Mr. 
we  are  to  have  a  negro  or  streaky  constitution,  |  Wilson,]  to  undertake  to  direct  me  in  ray  move- 
Jet  us  have  it.  If  it  is  right  and  correct  to  have  |  menls  here.  I  alone  am  responsible  for  them, 
the  word  "white"  anywhere.  I  do  not  see  any  I  not  the  gentleman  from  Jetterson,  nor  his  con- 
objection  to  placing  it  here.  i  stituents.  We  voted  down  a  similar  proposition 
Mr.  WILSON.     It  ieems  to  me  that  gentle- |  to  this,  just   before  we  adjourned.     And  I  un- 
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dertake  to  say  here,  without  the  fear  of  success- 
ful contradiction,  that  if  you  adopt  this  princi- 
ple, notwithstanding  the  denial  of  gentlemen 
here,  it  will  lead  to  amalgamation.-  Put  your  ! 
•white  children  in  the  councry,  upon  an  equality  j 
wiiii  the  negro,  in  the  schools  or  the  social  cir- 
cle, and  I  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  the  very 
thiuo-  to  lead  to  amalgamation.  Teach  them 
that  the  colored  population  are  just  as  good  as 
they  are  hj  nature,  and  equal  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  and  that  s  the  inevitable  consequence. 
All  children  play  together ;  but  I  venture  the 
assertion  that  if  the  gentleman  should  fiud  his 
children  in  the  negro  quarters  of  the  town  or 
city  where  he  resides,  he  would  be  one  of  the 
first  to  take  them  away,  and  say  to  them — you 
must  not  go  there;  you  must  play  with  the 
white  children.  Why  would  he  do  it?  lie  does 
not  desire  to  have  it  inculcated  upon  his  child- 
ren from  childhood  up  that  the  negroes  are  as 
good  as  they  are.  I  wish  the  republican  mem- 
bers upon  this  floor  would  come  out,  and  meet 
these  questions  directly,  so  that  the  country 
might  understand  them  ;  but  it  is  always 
brought  in  here  covered  up. 

I  have  not  said  or  undertaken  to  say  here, 
anything  upon  political  questions;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  whole  thing  is  well  understood 
not  only  by  members  upon  this  floor,  but 
through  the  whole  state.  It  was  charged  in  the 
last  campaign  throughout  this  entire  state  that 
the  new-fangled  party  in  this  country  was 
the  old  whig  party  tied  on  to  the  abolition  party 
of  this  state,  that  we  had  here  a  few  years  ago, 
and  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.. 
Clarke]  was  an  elector.  It  was  denied  on  all 
hands  by  everybody.  I  venture  to  say  there  are 
sixteen,  twenty,  or  twenty-five  thousand  voters 
of  that  class  in  the  state  to-day.  The  gentle- 
man from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  represents  a 
large  portion  of  that  class;  and  unless  the  party 
in  the  maj'^rity  here  will  show  their  hands,  and 
show  that  they  are  in  favor  of  extending  the 
rights  which  the  others  have  been  claiming  for 
years  gone  by,  they  will  sever  themselves  from 
the  present  republican  party  and  set  up  for 
themselves  as  they  did  before,  when  there  was 
a  whig  as  well  as  a  democratic  party.  I  brieve 
this  whole  thing,  this  clause  in  the  right  of 
suffrage,  and  all  the  agitation  upon  that  ques- 
tion, is  intended  for  no  other  purpose  under 
Heaven  than  to  hold  fast  that  abolition  party, 
and  to  open  in  this  state  questions  upon  that 
subject.  I  hope  the  majority  upon  this  floor, 
who  have  the  power  to  pass  these  provisions, 
will  come  out  flat  footed  and  say  directly  what 
they  mean:  so  that  they  shall  not  have  the  op- 
portunity hereafter  to  look  back  at  the  records 
and  say,  "I  didn't  mean  that;  I  meant  some- 
thing else,"  in  one  neighborhood,  Avhile  they 
whisper  in  the  ears  of  others,  "This  means  ex- 
actly what  you  want." 

I  am  willing  to  confess  here  that  I  am  "sensi- 
tive" upon  this  subject;  and  I  am  proud  to  say 
•hat  I  represent  a  constituency  which  feels  with 
regard  to  it  in  the  same  way  tliat  I  do.     Gentle- 


men have  said  that  which  carried  with  it  the 
implication  that  'the  gentleman  from  VVapello' 
had  said  upon  this  floor,  by  word,  or  act,  or 
vote,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  excluding  negrces 
from  the  privileges  of  education.  I  have  said 
no  such  thing.  1  am  perfectly  willing  that  the 
state  of  Iowa  to-day  should  make  separate  and 
distinct  provisions,  or  should  give  the  legislature 
the  right  to  do  it,  for  tlieir  educ<:.tion.  But  so 
far  as  I  can  prevent  it,  they  shall  not  be  educa- 
ted under  the  same  roof,  side  by  side  with  my 
children,  or  with  the  other  white  children  of 
this  state.  I  believe  it  would  be  wrong.  I  am 
as  much  opposed  to  ignorance  as  the  gentleraim 
from  Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson.]  And  I  pre- 
sume I  know  more  about  it  than  he,  having  iiad 
greater  experience  in  relation  to  it  than  he  has 
had.  But  I  am  not  willing  that  the  children  of 
the  negro,  or  mulatto,  or  Indian,  whom  be  and 
his  party  have  provided  for  here,  shall 
come  into  our  schools  as  the  equals  of  the 
children  of  my  constituents,  or  the  children  of 
the  white  people  anywhere  in  this  state.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  that  gentlemen  should 
think  I  am  sensitive  upon  this  point.  I  am  glad 
that  I  a"m.  The  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr. 
Clarke]  said  the  other  day  that  the  time  would 
come  when  I  would  not  be.  I  have  only  to  say 
to  him  in  reply  to  that,  that  if  his  party  in  this 
state  have  to  wait  till  I  advocate  the  doctrine 
endorsed  by  him,  they  have  a  long  time  to  wait, 
in  my  judgment.  All  I  have  now  to  ask  is  a  direct 
vote  upon  my  proposition.  And  if  gentlemen 
do  not  vote  it  down  I  hope  they  will  say  boldly 
and  explicitly  that  this  is  for  the  white  children, 
and  that  they  are  not  trying  to  lug  in  the  negro 
here.  Let  them  say  which  side  of  the  question 
they  take,  and  it  is  all  I  ask. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  have  not  sought, 
thus  far  in  the  convention,  to  introduce  political 
subjects  or  to  discuss  political  questions.  I  am 
not  very  particular  what  charges  are  brought 
against  me  out  upon  the  stump.  When  gentle- 
men undertake  to  play  the  demagogue,  and  to 
misrepresent  my  positions,  upon  the  stump,  I 
am  not  uneasy;  but  when  in  a  convention  like 
this  any  gentleman  charges  me  with  being  an 
abolitionist,  I  undertake  to  say  that  he  charges 
that  which  is  not  true,  and  what,  if  he  had  ex- 
amined the  subject  with  ordinary  care  he  would 
have  known  not  to  be  true. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Was  not  the  gentleman  an 
elector  of  the  abolition  party? 

Mr.  CLARKE  continued:  It  does  very  well 
for  demagogues  upon  the  stump  to  impose  upon 
the  people  by  this  cry  of  abolitionism,  and  this 
cry  of  niggerism,  and  all  those  epithets  of  pas- 
sion and  of  prejudice,  which  are  the  common 
stock  and  common  capital  of  some  gentlemens 
not  only  upon  this  floor  but  elsewhere.  Now  I 
undertake  to  say  that  if  that  gentleman  know, 
the  meaning  of  the  English  language — he  has 
said  that  he  has  had  great  experience  in  igno- 
rance, and  it  may  be  true — he  knows  that  it 
is  untrue  that  the  party  in  Iowa  with  which  I 
have  been  connected  has  ever  deserved  the  name 
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of  the  abolition  party.  The  old  free-soil  party 
of  this  state,  I  say  to- J  ay,  never  occupied  or 
lield  a  posilioa  not  now  occupied  and  recognized 
by  tlie  republican  party  of  this  State  and  Union. 
They  never  have  advocated  negro  sufl'rage  or 
negro  equality;  and  the  gentleman  knows  it,  if 
he  is  an  intelligent  man  and  has  informed  him- 
self as  he  ought  to  hare  done  before  under- 
taking to  talk  here  upon  this  subject.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  republican 
party  of  this  conveuiion  to  the  appeals  of  the 
gentleman  and  his  arguments.  What  are  they? 
Are  they  based  upon  reason,  founded  upon 
truth,  or  are  they  the  veriest  appeals  we  have 
bad  to  prejudice  in  the  convention?  Does  tlie 
gentleman  say  he  is  willing  to  put  a  clause  in 
the  constitution  refusing  to  give  to  any  of  God's 
creatures  living  upon  our  soil,  an  education? 
Bare  he  come  forward  and  say  that  he  will  ad- 
vocate a  clause  prohibiting  the  negro  from  hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  au  education?  I  under- 
take to  say  that  he  dare  not  assume  that  posi- 
tion. Is  he  willing  to  say  that  any  other  class 
of  men,  not  belonging  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
shall  be  excUuleil  from  the  privileges  of  educa- 
tion? I  undertake  to  say  that  he  will  not  dare 
to  do  it.  Neither  he  nor  his  party  will  be  wil- 
ling to  occupy  so  humiliating  a  position.  Why 
then  this  constant  snarling  and  whining,  this 
constant  attempt  to  misrepresent  the  majority 
upon  this  Hoor?  When  the  people  come  to  ex- 
amine these  debates,  when  they  come  to  read 
the  speeches  of  members,  they  will  find  that 
that  gentleman  has  had  more  to  do  and  more 
to  say  upon  this  negro  question  than  any  other 
man  upon  this  floor.  lie  has  let  no  occasion 
pass  when  he  could  drag  it  in.  He  has  let  no 
time  go  by,  when  he  could  throw  it  into  the 
teeth  of  the  majority  upon  this  floor,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  creating  prejudice  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  in  advance,  against  the  action  of 
this  convention. 

I  say  to  the  republican  members,  if  this  is 
wrong  in  principle,  not  right  that  wo  should 
secure  to  every  one  of  God's  creatures  on  our 
soil,  the  right  to  an  education,  vote  this  down; 
but  if  it  is  right,  and  if  it  is  our  duty  to  i)ro- 
vide  here  for  tiie  protetion  of  the  natural  rights 
of  all  men,  then  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it  here, 
and  to  do  it  manfully  and  boldly.  I,  for  one, 
am  willing  to  take  the  consequences.  I  do  not 
sit  iiere  to  give  votes  which  will  procure  me  pop- 
ularity among  the  peo])le.  I  do  not  sit  here  to 
vote  in  Huch  a  way  tliat  1  can  excuse  every  act 
I  do;  but  to  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of 
my  own  judgment,  with  tlio  lights  that  are  be- 
fore me.  If  the  peo])lc  coni|)lain,  I  will  take 
the  consequences.  The  people  maj'  condemn 
the  action  of  the  majority  upon  this  floor. 
They  may  strike  us  down.  Hut  if  they  do, 
when  I  urn  nn  my  back  I  want  to  have  the  con- 
solation of  lifting  my  eyes  to  Heaven  and  fi'iel- 
ing  that  I  have  done  my  duty  to  my  God  and 
to  my  country.  For  one,  1  am  willing  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  my  vote,  in  spite  of  the 
sneers  and  taunts  of  the  gentleman  from  Wa- 
pello. 


Mr.  EDAVARDS.  It  appears  to  me  tbat  some 
gentlemen  over  the  way  are  in  the  habit  of  put- 
ting on  their  magnifying  glasses,  and  making  a 
mountain  out  of  a  mo'e-hill.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr. 
Ells,]  is  copied,  I  believe,  from  the  Constitution 
of  Indiana.  Robert  Dale  Owen  is  the  author  of 
that  article  in  the  Constitution  of  Indiana,  one 
of  the  old  democrats  of  the  State,  and  a  man 
who  is  an  ornament  to  society  and  to  the  country. 
There  is  not  another  free  State  in  the  Union  that 
is  so  much  slave-ridden  as  the  State  of  Indiana. 
I  think  that  the  Democratic  party  have,  by  a 
large  majority,  aflirmed  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Scott.  It  was  left  to  the  sensitive  gentlemen 
from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  and  from  Mills 
[Mr.  Solomon,]  to  discern  that  there  was  a 
"nigger  in  the  wood  pile"  here.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  their  delicate  powers  of  perception,  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  State  never 
would  have  thought  that  such  a  thing  was  in- 
tended. Society  would  regulate  itself;  espe- 
cially in  a  State  like  ours,  where  there  are  not 
more  than  three  hundred  negroes  or  mulattoes 
in  the  State.  There  is  no  danger,  unless  a  man 
chooses  to  bring  himself  down  and  make  a 
negro  of  himself,  that  there  can  be  any  system 
ot  amalgamation  carried  on  here.  The  gentle- 
man has  a  very  flippant  way  of  trying  to  make 
it  go  out  before  the  world  that  we  are  attempting 
to  mike  the  negro  better  than  the  white  man. 
It  is  beyond  our  power  to  do  it.  God  has  made 
the  distinction,  and  whatever  the  distinction 
may  be  in  color,  wherever  the  two  races  may 
exist,  it  will  reguhte  itself.  Go  into  this  com- 
munity and  you  will  find  here  castes  of  Irish 
and  Germans.  You  find  them  associating  toge- 
ther, and  not  intermingling  with  other  classes. 
So  you  will  find  the  negroes,  or  anyotber  race  of 
human  beings,  let  them  be  cast  where  they  will, 
as  a  general  rule  they  will  always  associate  with 
those  of  their  own  class  and  race.  Neithei  the 
gentleman,  nor  I,  nor  any  person,  nor  all  the 
people  of  the  State,  could  compel  any  man  who 
did  not  desire  to  put  himself  ujjon  an  equality 
with  the  negroes,  to  become  their  equal.  I  take 
it  for  o;ranted  that  this  Board  of  Education,  or 
whoever  may  have  the  control  of  the  matter 
under  the  law,  will  regulate  this  matter  without 
any  difliculty. 

There  is  no  question  in  the  world  that  pre- 
sents so  many  inconsistencies  as  this  Slavery 
question.  I  have  no  doubt  that  an}'  one  who 
has  ever  been  in  a  slave  State,  and  who  has 
visited  the  various  churches,  has  seen  the  efl'orts 
made  by  ministers  of  the  gospel  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  money  to  send  missionaries  into  for- 
eign countries,  with  what  zeal  their  efforts  have 
Ijcen  ])ut  forth  to  send  abroad  these  missionaries, 
aiul  especially  to  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  ed- 
ucating, civilizing,  and  christianizing  this  unfor- 
tunate race  of  people.  The  slaveholders  arc  rais- 
ing money  for  the  purjiose  of  sending  mission- 
aries to  Africa  and  other  portions  of  the  globe, 
to  every  raYe  of  the  human  family,  and  at  the 
."amo   time  in  every  slave  State  in   the  Union 
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they  have  a  penal  code  which  makes  it  an  ofiFence 
for  any  man  to  be  found  engaged  in  educating 
that  unfortunate  race  of  beings.  How  incon- 
sistent, to  bind  the  shackles  upon  four  millions 
of  human  beings,  and  use  every  effort,  by  the 
most  rigid  penal  code,  to  prevent  their  receiving 
an  education  here  in  our  own  land,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  raise  money  to  send  over  to  Africa 
to  pay  for  educating  that  branch  of  the  same 
human  family  over  there!  How  inconsistent 
men  are  upon  this  subject. 

The  gentlemen  over  the  way  are  more  sensi- 
tive in  regard  to  the  negro  than  any  men  I  have 
ever  seen  in  my  life ;  a  great  deal  more  so  than 
the  slaveholders  themselves.  They  make  a  great 
ado  about  this  matter,  as  if  the  three  hundred 
negroes  and  mulattoes  in  the  State  of  Iowa  were 
to  take  possession  of  the  State  and  demolish  it 
at  once.  A  few  years  ago  our  country  was  en- 
gaged in  a  deadly  conflict  with  England.  You 
recollect  that  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
General  Jackson  issued  his  proclamation  and 
raised  a  regiment  of  negroes  to  aid  us  in  repelling 
the  British.  And  what  did  he  say  in  that  proc- 
lamation ?  Did  he  call  upon  the  colored  men  to 
fight  for  the  liberty  which  our  country  so  boun- 
tifully affords  to  all  beneath  its  flag  ?  He  told 
them  that  with  the  exception  of  the  chief  regi- 
mental officers,  they  should  have  the  privilege 
of  electing  all  their  officers  ;  and  that  their  color 
should  be  no  prejudice  against  them,  if  they 
would  act  as  valiant  soldiers.  This  is  all  filed 
in  the  archives  of  the  government.  Who  was 
it  that  fired  the  first  gun  at  Bunker  Hill?  A 
colored  man.  Men  in  the  slave  States,  who  own 
slaves,  do  not  turn  up  their  noses  with  the  con- 
temptuous snarl  of  the  gentlemen  ovsr  the  way. 
The  gentlemen  have  forgotten  that  in  Virginia 
the  F.  F.  V.'s  have  their  blood  coursing  in  the 
veins  of  the  African  race.  Last  fall,  William  C. 
Preston,  a  gentleman  with  whom  I  was  a  class- 
mate in  college,  made  a  speech  over  in  Chicago, 
in  which  he  poured  out  his  anathemas  very  much 
as  the  gentleman  from  Wapello  has  done,  against 
this  race  as  so  inferior  to  the  white  man,  that  it 
was  necessary  they  should  be  kept  in  bondage. 
The  next  day  a  man  with  the  intellect  and  pow- 
ers of  a  man,  replied  to  him,  and  saw  Mr.  Pres- 
ton standing  in  the  crowd.  In  regard  to  that 
point  in  the  argument,  he  said  to  him,  "  Sir,  if 
your  argument  is  true,  that  we  are  to  be  kept 
in  bondage  because  we  are  an  inferior  race,  let 
me  tell  you  that  there  are  colored  men  standing 
in  this  audience  who  have  the  blood  of  the  Pres- 
tons  and  the  Breckenridges  coursing  in  their 
veins  ;  and  if  you  defend  the  system  of  enslaving 
them,  you  uphold  the  atrocious  system  of  en- 
slaving your  own  country  people.  The  princi- 
ple which  the  gentleman  advocates,  and  the 
efforts  he  makes,  instead  of  elevating  the  char- 
acter of  man,  tend  to  degrade  humanity  lower 
and  lower." 

But  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are  taking  unne- 
cessary trouble  in  relation  to  this  matter.  If 
the  gentlemen  from  Mills  and  AVapello  had  not 
emelt  a  negro  here,  I  think  this   might  have 


passed  off  smoothly,  and  in  the  practical  opera- 
tions of  this,  under  the  law,  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty,  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
meeting  the  wishes  of  all. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  regret  that  this  matter  has 
found  its  way  into  this  subject.  I  committed 
myself  the  very  first  days  of  the  session  that  I 
would  vote  against  any  distinction  upon  this 
question.  I  asserted  it  over  again  to-day.  I 
was  willing  to  leave  the  question  entirely  open, 
and  I  hope  the  Convention  Avill  take  that  course. 
I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the  amendment  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  except  a 
verbal  one ;  and  if  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  it, 
I  have  not  the  least  objection  in  the  world  to 
their  having  it.  I  have,  no  doubt,  different  views 
from  some  gentlemen  upon  the  question ;  it 
would  be  strange  if  I  had  not;  but  I  believe 
this:  if  the  negroes  and  Indians  are  permitted 
to  live  and  settte  in  Iowa,  the  first  thing  I  want 
to  have  done  is  to  take  them  and  educate  them. 
I  would  force  education  upon  them ;  because 
they  are  not  fit  to  be  here  without  some  educa- 
tion. I  would  be  the  tyrant  over  them  in  that 
respect ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  would  never 
listen  to  a  proposition  to  insert  in  our  Constitu- 
tion anything  by  which  that  class  of  people 
could  force  themselves  into  schools  designed  ex- 
clusively for  the  education  of  white  people. 
That  is  as  far  as  I  would  go.  I  would  not  fix  it 
and  make  it  a  matter  of  arbitrary  right  upon 
the  part  of  that  class  to  have  a  position  in  the 
schools  where  the  white  children  are  educated, 
but  I  would  see  to  it  that  they  are  educated.  I 
would  do  so  much  justice  to  them,  and  so  much 
justice  to  the  whites.  However  desirable  it  is 
to  have  them  educated  separately,  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  vote  for  the  gentleman's  amendment. 

There  is  a  word  or  two  in  the  main  proposi- 
tion to  amend  which  I  should  wish  to  change. 
I  would  make  two  sentences  in  the  place  of  one; 
for  it  is  now,  I  think,  a  rather  mixed  up  affair. 
I  would  strike  out  "by  which,"  and  commence  a 
new  sentence  there.  And  it  would  suit  me  bet- 
ter to  strike  out  "common,"  before  "schools." 
so  as  to  read,  "a  system  of  schools."  It  amounts 
to  precisely  the  same  thing.  As  to  the  amend- 
ment immediately  before  us,  nobody  objects  to 
these  negroes  living  in  our  State  ;  indeed  it  is 
understood  that  it  is  to  be  permitted.  If  so, 
they  should  have  the  benefits  of  education  and 
learning.  The  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr. 
Wilson,]  speaks  most  truly  when  he  says  that  it 
is  infinitely  better  for  the  whites  in  this  State 
that  every  human  being  within  our  borders 
should  receive  an  education  ;  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  no  hostility  in  that  course. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  It  is  well  known  that,  under 
our  present  Constitution,  a  law  has  been  enact- 
ed by  which  the  blacks  and  mulattoes  have  been 
excluded  from  our  schools.  Not  one  of  them  is 
allowed  to  enter  the  school  room  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
session  I  introduced  a  resolution  requesting  the 
committee  on  education  and  school  lands  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  a  provision 
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for  the  education  of  tlie  blacks  and  mulattoes. 
You  will  recollect  that  upon  the  very  first  intro- 
duction of  that  resolution,  merely  inquiring  into 
tlie  expediency  of  the  thing,  the  resolution  was 
attacked  by  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who  took 
the  ground  that  they  would  have  no  distinction 
between  white  and  black,  but  that  my  resolu- 
tion contemplated  legislating  especially  for  the 
blacks.  The  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gil- 
laspy,]  stands  upon  the  record  as  voting  against 
that  resolution,  upon  the  assertion  that  he  would 
make  no  distinctiou. 

Now  I  ask  if  the  gentleman's  amendment  does 
not  make  a  distinction.  His  amendment  novv 
will  contradict  the  record  of  his  vote  given  upon 
my  resolution  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall,]  took  the  ground  then,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Wapello,  and  continues  to  stand  by  it. 
And  I  ask  those  who  voted  with  the  gentleman 
from  Wapello  upon  that  occasion  to  vote  against 
his  amendment  now,  and  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  [.Mr.  Ells,] 
which  makes  no  distinction  whatever.  I  voted 
this  forenoon  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  .Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin,]  and  I  will  say 
that  that  amendment  showed  that  he  has  a  soul 
and  a  heart  in  the  right  place.  Deny  a  man  be- 
cause his  skin  is  colored,  the  education  which 
raises  a  man  above  a  brute  ?  Deny  him  the 
privilege  of  reading  bis  Bible  ?  No,  sir  ;  never. 
1  do  not  know  what  effect  those  remarks  had 
upon  others,  but  to  me  they  seemed  ri.iiht  to  the 
point.  Nor  do  I  intend  by  these  remarks  to 
censure  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  or  any 
other  gentlemen  taking  the  ground  that  they  do 
not  want  their  children  educated  in  schools  open 
to  the  blacks.  I  voted  for  that  amendment  of 
lay  friend  from  Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin,]  believing 
that  under  it,  as  under  this  provision,  the  legis- 
lature would  merely  be  bound  to  make  provision 
for  the  educati'm  of  all  without  distinction  of 
color.  I  think  the  law  would  better  be  in  this 
■way :  ia  districts  where  the  wiiites  are  willing 
that  the  colored  children  should  be  educated  in 
the  same  schools,  let  them  come  in  ;  but  in  cases 
■where  there  is  so  much  prejudice  that  they  pre- 
fer that  they  shall  be  educated  in  a  separate 
place,  let  that  be  rccjuired  ;  but  by  all  means 
give  them  that  education  which  every  human 
being  has  a  right  to.  It  is  our  duty  to  do  this 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  blacks, 
but  our  duly,  for  ourselves,  to  educate  every 
man  who  is  to  remain  in  this  State.  If  you  will 
examine  the  stalisiics  of  our  penitentiaries 
throughout  the  country,  you  will  find  that  there 
are  two  classes  of  men  generally  who  jjcople 
those  institutions,  and  those  two  classes  are  the 
same  in  every  civilized  community.  They  are 
the  ignorant  and  the  intemperate  ;  and  generally 
they  go  together.  Deprive  any  class  in  our 
community  of  the  riglu  of  receiving  an  educa- 
tion, and  they  will  grow  up  amongst  us  fit  sub- 
jects for  our  penitentiaries  and  our  alms-houses. 
Educate  them,  by  all  means. 

Another  difficulty  we  may  find,  and  I  alluded 


to  it  in  some  remarks  I  made  a  few  days  ago. 

'  If  there  were  but  two  classes,   the  African  and 

'  the  Anglo  Saxon,  they  could  be  easily  distin- 
guished. But  we  have  all  colors  from  white  to 
black.  When  will  you  make  the  distinction. 
Will  you  drive  the  young  man  who  has  but  one 
tenth  African  blood,  ana  the  other  nine-tenths 
Anglo-Saxon,  away  from  your  schools,  and  put 
them  with  the  wholly  black,  the  pure  African  ? 
You  do    him  injustice.     And   if  you  attempt  to 

1  draw  the  line  so  as  to  make  him  an  exception, 
where  will  you  make  the  distinction?     Take  a 

I  child  who  is  half  blood,  and  he  will  have  just  as 
good  a  right  in  one  school  as  in  the  other.  It  is 
just  as  much  a  wrong  to  him  to  place  him  with 
the  blacks,  as  it  is  to  the  white,  to  place  him 
with  tuem.  He  must  not  go  and  sit  with  the 
white  children  for  fear  of  contamination. 

So,  here  you  do  injustice,  whichever  way  you 
decide.  I  taught  school  many  years  before  I 
came  here.  I  was  raised  in  a  free  State.  I 
have  spent  some  years  in   a  slave  State  since 

I  that  time.  I  feel  proud  to-day  that  I  can  stand 
here  and  say  that  I  have   taught  negroes — that 

\  I  have  taught  them  in  a  school  with  the  whites  ! 

!  I  am  proud  to  boast  of  it  hero  that  I  took  as 
much  pains  with  them  as  I  did  with  the  white 
children.  I  recollect  that,  in  a  school  I  taught 
otce,  they  were  admitted,  and  no  person  in  the 
neighborhood,  in  that  county,  thought  it  was 

I  wrong.    The  colored  children  were  there;  it  was 

I  necessary  to  educaie  them ;  so  they  sent  them 
to  school;  and  1,  as  tlie  teacher,  took  as  much 
pains  with  them  as  with  the  whites.     I  taught  a 

']  school  after  I  came  west.     A  young  man,  just 

:  about  half  blood,  I  should  think,  by  the  great 
name  ot  James  Madison,  came  to  me  and  want- 
ed to  attend  mj'  school.  I  told  him  that  I  was 
willing,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned.  He  came,  I 
believe,  for  two  days.  It  then  became  apparent 
that  the  mass  of  the  people  in  that  neighborhood 
were  opposed  to  his  being  in  the  school.  As  I 
was  a  stranger  there,  and  not  able  to  fight  the 
whole  neigliborhood,  I  dismissed  the  young 
man;  told  him  that  he  could  not  come;  and  I 
had  to  tell  him  the  re-ison.  He  went  away  cry- 
ing. If  I  were  placed  in  that  situation  now,  I 
should  stand  against  the  neighborhood.  I  would 
teach  the  boy,  and  let  all  the  rest  leave,  if  they 
chose.  I  did  not  stand  in  such  a  position  that  I 
could  do  it  then.  I  did  not  then  care  what  they 
thought,  but  I  had  not  the  means  to  stand  inde- 
pendent. When  a  gentleman  stated  to-day  that 
he  had  been  whipped  many  times  for  treating 
the  blacks  as  he  could  iind  an  opportunity,  I 
honored  the  man  for  it.  This  prejudice  goes 
too  far.  We  are  certainly  too  sensitive  upon 
this  subject.  As  I  have  said,  this  amendment 
only  fixes  one  thing:  that  the  legislature  shall 
not  drive  them  from  the  free  schools.  They 
shall  have  the  rights  and  advantages  of  other 
scholars.  But  the  legislature  may  provide  that 
they  shall  be  educated  sejjaralely.  I  have  no 
objection  to  that.  The  assumption  of  preju- 
dices, where  they  may  not  exist,  I  think  is 
wrong.  When  I  see  those  very  gentlemen,  who 
opposed  the  resolution  of  mine,  upon  the  very 
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ground  that  they  would  make  no  distinction, 
coming  forwa'd  now  and  taliing  the  initiative 
in  making  a  distinctiou,  I  say  that  they  are  now 
standing  ia  a  position  contrary  to  that  which 
they  occupied  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  will  be  seen  by  the  record  of  that  de- 
bate. I  hope  gentlemen  will  reconsider  this 
matter,  and  that  all  who  voted  against  n  y  reso- 
lution with  the  intention  of  making  no  distinc- 
tion, will  now  adhere  to  that  determination  and 
refuse  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy],  to  put  in  the 
word  "  white." 

Mr.  MARVIN*  I  believe  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion upon  this  floor  to  rather  compromise  the 
difficulties  that  seem  to  surround  this  article 
upon  the  subject  of  education,  and  to  come  to- 
gether and  adopt  the  main  features  of  it.  I  of- 
fered a  proposition  this  morning  which  was 
voted  down,  and  I  submitted  with  a  good  grace 
to  it.  I  cannot  discover  but  what  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  is 
of  the  same  nature;  but  whether  it  be  so  or  not, 
I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  it,  for  I  do  not  believe 
any  practical  good  will  result  from  any  farther 
discussion  on  this  subject.  I  therefore  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered    to  be  put. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gil- 
laspy to  strike  out  the  word  "youths,"  and  in- 
sert the  words  "  white  children,"  so  that  the 
provision  would  read  : 

"  The  board  of  education  shall  provide  for  the 
education  of  all  ivkiie  children  of  the  state, 
through  a  system  of  common  schools,  &c." 

Upon  this  question 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  order- 
ed accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to,  yeas  10,  nays  22,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillas- 
py, Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson 
and  Solomon. 

Nays. — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark, 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Hollings- 
worth,  Marvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  a  call  of 
the  convention. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Such  a  motion  is  not  now 
in  order,  according  to  the  following  standing 
rule,  number  thirteen ; 

•'The  previous  question  shall  be  put  in  this 
form— "shall  the  main  question  now  be  put." 
It  shall  only  be  admitted  when  demanded  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present,  and  its  effect 
shall  be  to  put  an  end  to  all  debate,  and  bring 
the  convention  to  a  direct  vote  upon  amendments 
reported  by  a  committee,ifiiny,then  upon  pending 
amendments  and  then  upon  the  main   question, 
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and  prior  to  demanding  the  same,  a  call  of  the 
convention  shall  be  in  order,  but  after  a  major- 
ify  shall  hav^  demanded  such  motion,  no  call  shall 
be  in  order  prior  to  the  discussion  of  the  main 
question." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  are  some 
members  absent  whom  I  would  like  to  have 
vote  on  this  question. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gillaspy  was  declared 
rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  fol- 
lowing substitute  for  section  ten,  offered  by  Mr. 
Ells: 

"The  board  of  education  shall  provide  for 
the  education  of  all  the  youths  of  the  state, 
through  a  system  of  common  schools,  by  which 
a  school  eliall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each 
district  for  at  least  three  months  in  each  year. 
Any  district  fail  ng  for  two  consecutive  years  to 
organize  and  keep  a  school,  shall  be  deprived 
of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund." 

Upon  this  question 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
mys,  upon  the  substitute,  and  it  was  agreed  to, 
yeas  22,  nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunk- 
er, Clark,  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke, 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ell?,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall, 
Hollingsworth,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely, 
Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

Mays. — Messrs.  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil- 
laspy, Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robin- 
son and  Solomon. 

When  his  name  was  called, 

Mr.  SCOTT  said  :  I  will  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, as  I  concur  in  all  of  it,  except  the  two 
years'  restriction.  But  being  satisfied  that  it 
is  the  best  we  can  do,  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  it. 

School  Chancellor. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  strike  out  section  nine, 
as  I  do  not  think  it  is  important  to  have  it. 

The  section  reads  as  fallows  : 

"  Said  Board  may  appoint  a  Chancellor,  who 
shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all  questions  that 
may  arise  under  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Board,  and  from  all  decisions  and  judg- 
ments of  said  Chancellor^  an  appeal  may  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court." 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  rrotion  to 
strike  out,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Rules  and  Regulations    of  the  Board. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  amend  section  eight 
by  adding  to  it  the  following  ; 

"  Provided  that  all  acts,  rules  and  regulations 
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of  saidjboard,  may  be  altered,  amended  or  repeal- 
ea  bj  Lhe  general  assembly.' 

Tlie  section  would  then  read  as  follovrs  : 
"Said  board  shall  have  full  power  and  author- 
ity to  lej^islate  aud  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools  and 
other  institutioLS  of  learning  that  are  instituted 
to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  university 
fund  of  the  state  ;  Provided  that  all  acts,  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  board  may  be  altered, 
amended,  or  repealed  by  the  general  assembly." 
The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Power  of  the  Governor  in  the  Board. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  offer  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section,  to  come  in  immediately  after 
section  eight  : 

"  The  sessions  of  the  board  shall  no'  be  held 
during  the  time  that  the  general  assembly  are 
in  session.  The  governor  shall  attend  the  ses- 
sions of  the  board  ;  he  may  take  part  in  their 
deliberations  and  discussions,  but  shall  have  no 
vote  ;  he  may  exercise  a  veto  upon  all  acts, 
rules  and  regulations  passed  by  the  board  in 
the  same  manner  as  provided  for  acts  of  the 
general  assembly." 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  to  change  the  word  "shall," 
to  "may,"  so  that  it  would  read,  "the  Governor 
may  attend  the  sessions  of  the  board,  &c." 

Mr.  HALL.     I  will  accept  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  GUWER.  I  would  ask  if  the  veto  of  the 
governor  is  to  be  a  three-fourths  or  a  two-thirds 
veto? 

Mr.  HALL.  The  same  as  in  case  of  acts  of 
the  general  assembly, — a  two-thirds  veto. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  agreed  to. 

Location  of  State   Universihj. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  an  additional  section: 

"  The  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  sin- 
gle institution,  and  be  permanently  located  at 
Iowa  City.  The  present  State  Capitol,  with 
such  improvements  and  additions  as  may  be 
provided  for  by  law,  shall  be  occupied  by  the 
State  University,  when  not  used  by  the  State  for 
other  purposes." 

I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  subject 
of  this  proposition,  though  I  am  well  aware  that 
what  I  may  say  will  be  subjected  to  the  charge 
of  being  interested.  It  is  a  well  and  old  settled 
idea  in  the  public  mind  that  wiien  the  scat  of 
government  shall  be  removed  from  this  city,  the 
building  we  now  occupy  Is  to  bo  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  State  University.  I  think  that, 
audi  being  the  case,  this  convention  ought  to 
have  no  hesitation  in  settling  the  question  of  its 
permanent  locatiou. 

It  is  a  State  institution,  in  which  the  whole 
State  is  interesteu.     And  1  think  this  body  will 


reflect  as  well  the  interests  of  the  people  as 
rheir  wishes  upon  this  subject,  if  we  will  settle 
this  question  now.  We  are,  perhaps,  more  aloof 
from  such  influences  which  usually  affect  such 
questions  as  this,  than  any  other  body  which 
can  be  convened  in  this  State. 

This  proposition  has  reference,  not  only  to 
the  location  of  the  State  University,  but  to  keep- 
ing it  a  separate  and  single  institution  ;  to  pre- 
vent the  establishment  of  numerous  branches, 
division  ot  its  fund,  which  has  been  attempted  in 
almost  every  general  assembly  we  have  had  in 
this  State,  and  the  success  of  which  measure 
was  only  prevented,  during  the  last  session  of 
our  general  assembly,  by  the  exercise  of  the  veto 
power.  It  is  my  desire  and  object  to  take  from 
the  legislature  the  power  to  trifle  with  this  in- 
stitution and  its  funds,  as  they  have  heretofore 
been  trifled  with.  Local  combinations  and  local 
interests  have  been  used  for  electioneering  ef- 
forts in  relation  to  this  institution,  and  the  mu- 
nificent funds  given  by  Congress  have  been  in 
danger  of  division  and  loss. 

I  trust  that  gentlemen  who  profess  to  have  the 
cause  of  education  so  much  at  heart,  will  look 
to  the  interests  of  this  University,  and  seek  to 
use  the  most  efiBcient  means  to  build  up  in  this 
State  an  institution  which  will  be  an  honor  to 
the  State,  and  which  will  acquire  a  reputation 
abroad,  which  will  increase  from  year  to  year 
as  the  State  itself  increases  and  prospers.  I 
trust  thej'  will  look  at  this  question  aside  from 
ail  local  feelings. 

I  know  that  some  members  are  opposed  to 
the  proposition  I  have  offered,  for  fear  it  will 
make  votes  against  the  constitution.  But  to  my 
mind  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  such 
result  as  that.  I  think  that  by  adopting  this 
provision  no  votes  will  be  made  against  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  not  only  that,  but  the  taking 
this  subject  away  from  the  legislature  will  rather 
have  the  eflect  of  bringing  up  votes  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  constitution. 

I  would  not  urge  this  proposition,  if  I  thought 
there  was  any  serious  intention  in  the  public 
mind  to  locate  this  University  at  any  other 
place  than  the  one  I  have  named;  or  even  if  I 
supposed  that  the  members  of  this  convention 
thought  so.  But  I  believe  there  is  no  such  im- 
pression in  the  minds  of  members  of  this  con- 
vention ;  no  such  intention  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  this  State  at  large.  It  is  true  this  in- 
stitution is  now  located  by  law  at  this  point, 
and  with  that  the  people  whom  I  represent  upon 
this  floor  might  be  content.  But  it  is  my  object 
to  make  this  location  permanent;  to  take  out 
of  the  power  of  the  legislature  not  only  to  change 
the  location  of  the  University,  but  to  trifle  with 
its  fund,  and  to  divert  it  to  any  other  purpose 
except  the  founding  and  carrying  on  this  Uni- 
versity, as  was  the  intention  of  those  who  made 
this  grant. 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  important  bear- 
ing this  subject  has  upon  the  whole  cause  of 
education  in  this  State,  and  the  necessity  of  our 
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laying  the  foundation  of  this  institutioa  so  deep 
and  broad  that  it  will  ultimately  be  an  honor 
and  ornament  to  the  State.  I  entertain  these 
views  upou  this  question,  not  because  1  happen 
to  represent  the  people  of  Iowa  City  and  John- 
son county  ;  not  because  this  institution  is  now 
located  in  my  district ;  but  because  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  this  State  that  this  convention  should 
settle  this  institution  and  its  character,  and  make 
such  provision  in  the  constitution  as  will  pre- 
vent an}'  future  log-rolling  efforts  to  divide  and 
divert  this  fund. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  do  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  charging  the  gentleman  from  John- 
son [Mr.  Clarke,]  with  acting  from  interested 
motives.  I  have  no  doubt  his  motives  are  all 
pure.  But  I  object  to  his  proposition  principal- 
ly for  the  reason  that  it  sets  a  bad  precedent 
here.  I  made  the  motion  on  yesterday  to  strike 
this  very  proposition  from  the  article  on  miscel- 
laneous subjects,  because  I  did  not  think  this 
convention  should  have  anything  to  do  with  a 
movement  of  this  kind. 

If  we  proceed  now  to  locate  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Iowa  City,  members  from  different  por- 
tions of  the  State  may  get  up  here,  and  claim 
that  we  have  the  right,  and  should  locate  all  the 
charitable  institutions  of  this  State  at  some  point 
or  other,  and  then  proceed  to  urge  the  claims  of 
the  particular  localities  in  which  they  are  in- 
terested. 

I  do  not  object  to  this  proposition  because  I 
think  it  will  make  votes  against  the  constitu- 
tion ;  I  do  not  think  such  will  be  the  case.  But 
il  other  questions  of  this  character  are  brought 
up  here,  which  we  have  the  same  right  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  if  they  should  be  acted  upon  by 
this  convention,  I  believe  we  would  lose  votes 
for  the  constitution.  I,  therefore,  hope  this 
proposition  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  will  so  modify  his  prop- 
osition, as  to  provide  that  the  University  shall 
be  one  entire  and  distinct  institution,  without 
providing  that  it  shall  be  located  at  Iowa  City, 
or  at  any  other  place  in  particular,  I  will  sup- 
port it.  But  I  am  oppoj^ed  to  providing  in  the 
constitution  for  the  location  of  this  University 
at  Iowa  City.  I  am  somewhat  like  my  friend 
frona  Hardin,  [Mr.  Winchester.]  I  am  fearful 
of  this  matter ;  it  is  purely  a  legislative-question, 
a  merely  local  question.  And  if  we  introduce 
it  into  the  constitution,  we  may  endanger  its 
adoption. 

But  at  the  same  time  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  should  be  some  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion specifying  that  this  University  shall  be  an 
entire  and  single  institution;  that  the  legislature 
shall  not  hjive  the  power  to  divide  or  divert  the 
fund  from  its  proper  uses.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson  will  so  modify  his  proposition  as 
to  make  it  embrace  only  those  provisions  I  will 
support  it  cheerfully.  But  I  am  opposed  to  lo- 
cating that,  or  any  other  institution  by  consti- 
tutional provisions.     I  would  opposfe  the  loca- 


tion of  the   Capitol  by  a  constitutional  provi- 
sion. 

It  is  generally  understood,  all  over  the  State  I 
think,  that  the  University  will  be  permitted  to 
remain  at  Iowa  City,  and  that  the  present  Cap- 
itol building  will  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
University,  while  the  seat  of  government  is  to 
be  fixed  at  Fort  Des  Moines.  That,  I  believe,  is 
the  general  understanding  now.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  for  us  to  under- 
take to  locate  any  of  these  institutions  at  this 
time.  I,  therefore,  hope  this  provision  will  not 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  offer  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke]  : 

"The  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  sin- 
gle institution,  and  be  permanently  located  at 
one  place,  which  place  shall  be  on  some  part  of 
the  five  sections  of  land  belonging  to  the  State 
of  Iowa,  in  Jasper  county,  granted  to  the  Stale 
by  act  of  Congress,  for  a  State  Capitol." 

I  will  state  briefly  my  object  in  offering  this 
substitute.  It  is  well  known  to  every  member 
of  this  convention  that  this  State  owns  five  sec- 
tions of  land  in  one  compact  body,  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Jasper  county.  And  I  can  assure  the 
convention  that  there  is  no  belter  land  in  the 
State  of  Iowa  than  that  is.  Upon  this  land  t^e 
State  can  locate  this  University,  and  have  suffi- 
cient for  a  model  farm  to  be  connected  with  this 
institution.  They  can  sell  land  enough  in  the 
way  of  building  lots  to  furnish  the  means  to  pay 
for  a  better  building  than  this  one  can  ever  be, 
one  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  a  University 
than  we  can  ever  make  this.  The  position,  as 
regards  the  people  of  the  State,  is  fully  as  cen- 
tral as  is  Iowa  City.  And  if  this  capitol  build- 
ing was  not  already  built,  nobody  would  think 
of  locating  the  State  University  here. 

The  location  which  I  advocate  is  away  from 
all  the  great  public  thoroughfares;  I  know  of 
no  great  thoroughfare  that  is  proposed  to  be 
run  through  this  land.  This  I  consider  a  gr_e«t 
advantage,  for  no  great  institution  of  learning 
ought  to  be  in  an  extensive  business,  or  densely 
populated  community.  The  State  can  have  all 
the  advantage  of  building  up  there  a  communi- 
ty, such  as  perhaps  could  not  be  built  up  in  any 
other  part  of  the  State.  Those  men  will  be 
most  likely  to  settle  about  this  University  who 
are  interested  in  matters  of  science  and  learn- 
ing. And  the  community  thus  built  up  will 
mo^t  probably  be  one  in  favor  of  education  and 
kindred  matters. 

In  saying  this  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  in  the  least  disparaging  the  people  of  Iowa 
City.  But  they  came  here  from  different  mo- 
tives from  those  which  would  probably  actuate  . 
those  who  would  congregate  about  this  Univer- 
sity, if  it  should  be  located  where  I  have  indi- 
cated. Many  of  them  came  here  because  the 
State  Capitol  was  located  here.  And  without 
saying  anything  against  my  friend  from  Johnson, 
[Mr.  Clarke,]  it  is  but  natural  to  suppose  that 
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those  who  are  broughc  here  by  the  inducements    this  State  to  examine  the  public  lands  in  this 


held  out  by  State  offices,  and  things  of  that 
kind,  are  not  the  best  class  of  persons  among 
■whom  to  locate  the  State  University.  They 
were  brought  here  from  other  motives  than 
because  this  was  to  be  a  centre  of  literary  pur- 
suits. 

I  think  if  this  pronosition  I  have  submitted, 
or  something  like  it,  should  prevail  in  this  con- 
■vention,  the  building  in  which  we  are  now  as- 
sembled could  be  used  for  some  other  purpose, 
and  a  building  for  a  State   University  could  b 


State,  and  select  a  suitable  amount  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  suitable  ouiklings  for  the  capi- 
tal of  Iowa.  After  a  considerable  time  spent  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  they  fixed  upon 
this  tract  of  land  as  the  proper  place  for  the 
capital  of  this  State,  and  by  this  time  there 
would  doubtless  have  been  a  thriving  city  there, 
l)ut  for  an  act  of  the  next  legislature  annulling 
that  selection,  or  rather  the  location  of  the  cap- 
itol  upon  the  lands  so  selected. 

The  lands  thus  located  are  perhaps  not  siir- 


built  where  I  have  indicated  to  accommodate  all  I  passed  by  any  other  lands  in   the  State.     They 

the   various  branches    of  this    University,    and  \  are  composed  of  beautiful,   high,  dry,   rolling 

would  be  fully  as  convenient,  and  better  adapted  I  l)rairie  lands,  conveniently  situated  to  timber, 

to  the  wants,  of  all  parts   of  the  State,  as  this  J  stone  and  coal.     And  if  these  live  sections  of 

^jj^jjg^  1  land  should  be  appropriated  by  the  State  for 

»r     T.IT1T-IX-      T  ij  ■        Ptu«„«.,«iQ     the  purpose  of  building  up  a  State  Universitj-, 

Mr.  PAIUIN.     I  would  enquire  of  the  gentle-  ^     '  .  e  ■,  .      °  y       ^     j        «-  •     ., 

^  r  TM       ci-ft-i  ;f  ti,n  ^Y.,„„  ._' they  could  not  fail  to  produce  funds  suincient  to 

man    from    Jasper  [.Mr.    bkiti,  it    the  place  to         .•;  c       •     »•.   .•       *i  n  •  *t 

,  .  ,    ,  .  '        ■-      -  , -■  , ,„  \„  ^u„  1  build  up  a  fine  institution  there.     It  is  near  the 

which   he  refers    was  formerly  known    by  tne  ,  •     ■        .        i-  ^i      o.  ^  i  u     r 

,. ,,  r^-     o  geographical  center  ot  the  State,  and  would,  of 

name  of  Monroe  City .  f^     o    i  i    u  ^.       .u  .. 

•'  course,    accommodate    much   better   the    great 

Mr.  SKIFF.     Yes,  sir.  ^  body  of  the  people  of  the  State,  than  they  would 

Mr.  PARVIN.     Could  a  common  stage  driver  !  be  accommodated  if  the  University  should  be 

be  able  to  find  it  without  the   assistance  of  a  ■  located  at  Iowa  City.     And,  besides,  the  system 


(Laughter.) 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  think  it  is  quite  likely  that  he 
could.  (Laughter.)  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man is  a  surveyor,  and  if  it  was  necessary,  I 
think  he  could  get  the  job  of  locating  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
jtct  upon  the  table. 

Upon  this — 


of  internal  improvements  in  this  State  is  such 
that  that  place  could  more  conveniently  be 
reached  from  all  portions  of  this  Slate  than  this 
place  ever  can  be.  Although  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  great  thoroughfare  running  immediately 
thi'ough  that  place,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  the 
principal  thoroughfares  of  the  State  run  conve- 
niently enough  to  it  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Besides,  it  is  an   entirely  new  place;  and  if 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas  |  ^^^^  institution  is  located  there,  it  can  be  built 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly.      |  ^^p  ep.tirely  with  a  view  to  educational  purposes. 
The  ques'ion  being  then   t  ken,  by  yeas  and  I  it  seems  to  me  that  an  institution  of  this  char- 


nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  it 
was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  li,  nays  20,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clarke  of  Henry,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Gower,  Hall,  HoUingswortb,  Johnston, 
Marvin,  Patterson,  Price,  Seely,  Traer,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

yays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Em- 
erson, Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gray,  Harris,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Peter?,  Robinson,  Scott,  Skifif,  Solomon, 
Todhunter,  Warren  and  Wilson. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  substitute 
proposed  by  Mr.  Skiff. 

Mr.  GIBSON.     If  this  institution  of  the  State 


acter  ought  not  to  be  located  in  a  commercial 
or  manufacturing  city,  but  should  bo  located  in 
a  quiet,  rural  place,  where  those  influences  felt 
in  large  cities  would  not  be  brought  to  bear  up- 
on the  students.  I  have  not  a  word  to  say 
against  Iowa  City.  It  is,  doubtless,  as  good  as 
other  cities.  But  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
cities  situated  like  this  and  other  cities,  are  pro- 
ductive of  influences  to  which  parents,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  would  not  desire  to  have  their  chil- 
dren exposed.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  if 
this  institution  were  to  be  located  at  the  poiit 
designated  by  the  gentleman  from  Jasper,  [Mr. 
Skill",]  these'lands  would  be  purchased  by  per- 
sons with  a  view  to  building  up  and  cstablish- 
an  institution  of  learning  there,  and  not  for 


University  is  to  bo  located  at  any  place  by  a  j  ^\^Q  purpose  of  building  up  a  commercial  or 
constitutional  provision,  I  should  decidedly  favor  \  nianufncturing  city.  And  certainly  that  would 
the  |)roposili()n  of  the  (gentleman  from  .Jasper,  j  (,()f^.j.  greater  inducements  to  parents  to  send 
[Mr.  Skiff  1  But  I  have  some  doubts  whether  '  jj,,.-,!.  i;hildren  there  thau  if  the  institution  were 
it  would  be  proper  for  this   convention  to  fix,  j  dillcrcntiy  located. 

permanently,  the  location  of  tiiis  institution.  I  !  ^,|^^  ^.^^^j  ^j^j^.j^  ^,^^^^  ^„  j^^^bt  arise  from 
do  not  know  what  is  the  feeling  of  this  convcn-  |  ^^^^  ^^j^  ^^.  ^^^^^^  j.^^^^  ^^^^^^,,j  bg  j^,^,,]^.  sufficient, 
tion  upon  that  subject.  The  arguments  in  favor  .^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^.^^^^^  -j-  properly  man- 
of  Buch  a  course  are  numerous  and  strong.  ;  ^^^j^  ^^  ,,yj,^,  ^^^  ,^  ypi.y',-,no  institution— an  in- 

As  to  the  locality  named  by  the  gentleman  j  stilution  that  would  be  far  better  than  this  cnp- 
from  Jusper,  [Mr.  Skiff.]  there  is  probably  no  t  itol  buihling  would  be.  It  might  not  cost  more 
better  in  the  Stale.  As  ail  hero  are  aware,  com-  money  than  this  did,  but  it  would  be  better,  be- 
missioncrs  were  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  cuiso  it  woflldbo  built  with  a  view  to  the  wants 
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of  the  UDiversity,   which  certainly  was  not  the 
case  with  this  building. 

Now,  if  the  University  is  permanently  located 
here,  it  must  of  necessity  require  a  great  deal 
of  raorey  to  change  and  alter  this  building  in 
order  to  make  it  a  convenient  building  for  a 
State  University. 

If  it  should  be  deemed  advisable  by  this  con- 
vention to  fix  the  site  of  the  State  University  at 
some  particular  place,  I  shall  be  in  favcr  of  the 
point  mentioned  in  this  substitute.  But  I  should 
like  to  see  tested  in  some  way  or  other,  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  the  desire  of  this  convention 
to  locate  the  University  by  a  provision  in  this 
constitution. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  With  the  permission  of  the  con- 
vention, I  would  withdraw  the  substitute  I  have 
offered. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  substitute  was 
withdrawn. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  additional 
section  proposed  by  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  to  amend  the 
section  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  and  be  per- 
manently located  at  Iowa  City.  The  present 
State  Capitol,  with  such  improvements  and  ad- 
ditions as  may  be  provided  for  by  law,  shall  be 
occupied  by  the  State  University,  when  not  used 
by  the  State  for  other  purposes." 
The  section  will  then  read — 
"  The  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  sin- 
gle institution." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
it  was  agreed  to;  yeas  18,  nays  14,  as  follows: 
Yeas — Messrs.  Clark,  of  Alamakee,  Day,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Patterson,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Sol- 
omon, Todhunter,  Wilson,  Winchester,  and 
Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Emerson,  Gower, 
Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Peters, 
Skiff,  Traer,  and  Warren. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  being  taken,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Taxes  for  Schools  and  School  Houses. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
adcjitional  section  : 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  provide,  by 
general  laws,  for  the  levying  and  collecting  of 
all  taxes,  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  for  the 
building  and  renting  of  school  houses." 

The  object  of  this  provision  is,  to  have  a  clear 
and  distinct  declaration  of  the  extent  of  the  ju- 
risdiction 0*;  the  General  Assembly  over  the  sub- 
ject of  schools,  and  to  define  more  distinctly  the 
extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of  educa- 


tion. This  provision  limits  the  power  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  raising  and  distributing 
of  the  school  fund,  while  the  board  of  education 
is  to  have  '.egislative  power  over  the  school  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  matter 
stands  nov/  precisely  as  the  gentleman  from  Da- 
vis, [Mr.  Palmer,]  says  he  desires  to  have  it. 
In  some  parts  of  the  Slate  it  will  be  necessary 
to  raise  a  very  heavy  tax  for  the  ])urpose  of 
building  school  houses,  while,  in  other  parts, 
but  little  tax  will  be  needed,  and  no  general  and 
uniform  law  can  be  passed  which  will  operate 
justly  to  effect  the  object  designed.  1  think  this 
matter  should  I  e  left  without  any  provision  in 
the  Constitution;  we  should  allow  it  to  be  acted 
upon  by  the  Legislature  as  exigencies  may  re- 
quire. We  have  not  innovated  upon  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Legislature;  it  is  left  the  sameaa 
before.  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  to  it  the  words. "but  the  prop- 
erty of  colored  persons  shall  not  be  taxed  for 
such  purposes."     The  section  will  then  read: 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  provide,  by 
general  laws,  for  the  levying  and  collecting  of 
all  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  lor  the 
building  and  renting  of  school  houses;  but  the 
property  of  colored  persons  shall  not  be  taxed 
for  such  purposes." 

I  want  to  say,  in  explanation  of  this  amend- 
ment, that  when  1  voted  here  for  the  exclusion 
of  persons  of  color  from  our  schools,  1  voted 
with  the  express  understanding  that  it  was  my 
wish,  and  the  wish  of  my  constituents,  not  in 
any  way  to  have  anything  to  do  with  persons  of 
color  as  citizens  of  this  Slate.  That  proposition 
struck  at  what  some  persons  on  this  fioor  con- 
sidered privileges  which  should  be  extended  to 
these  colored  persons.  I  offer  this  amendment 
to  show  that  I  do  not  wish,  and  would  not  for  a 
moment  permit — and  1  know  that  my  constitu- 
ents do  not  desire — that  a  single  dollar  of  mon- 
ey shall  go  into  the  school  fund  that  has  been 
obtained  by  taxes  upon  this  class  of  people.  I 
do  not  wish  to  have  any  connection  with  them 
one  way  or  the  other.  I  would  not  allow  their 
property  to  be  taxed  for  governmental,  or  any 
01  her  purpose  at  all.  I  wish  this  Constitution, 
in  all  its  parts,  to  show  that  this  State  is  a  State 
for  white  men ;  that  the  privileges  established 
here  are  for  white  men,  and  that  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  have  any  of  its  support  to  come  from 
black  men. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  When  this  State 
is  made  a  State  of  while  men,  I  want  it  to  show 
that  it  is  a  State  also  of  white  minds.  I  am 
tired  of  hearing  this  subject  of  the  negro  con- 
tinually harped  upon.  If  there  are  men  in  this 
Convention  who'  have  become  reduced  so  low 
that  they  have  no  capital  but  black  capital,  I 
think  they  are  getting  to  be  nearly  bankrupt, 
and  the  sooner  ihey  invest  their  means  in  other 
matters,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  business  of 
ihe  Con\eniiou. 
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The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  then  lalien  upon  the 
amendment,  it  was  also  rejected. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  offer  the  following  as  an 
additional  section  : 

"The  board  of  education  shall  have  no  power 
to  levy  or  collect  any  taxes  for  the  support  of 
schools,  or  the  erection  or  renting  of  school 
houses." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Davis  [Mr.  Palmer,]  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  words  "or  collect  any," 
80  that  the  amendment  shall  read — 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have  no  power 
to  levy  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools,  or  the 
erection  or  renting  of  school  houses." 

If  they  levy  no  taxes,  there  will  be  none  for 
them  to  collect. 

Mr.  PALMER.     I  will  accept  the  amendmest. 

The  question  being  then  taktn  on  the  amend- 
ment as  modified,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Students  in  Common  Schools. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  what  was  the  seventeenth  section  in  the  ori- 
ginal report.     That  section  reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tainauce  of  Common  Schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
unmarried  youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years." 

I  move  to  strike  out  the  word  "unmarried," 
so  that  it  will  read,  "  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  youths  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years."  I  suppose  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  state  my  reasons  for  offering 
this  amendment.  Yet  I  will  say  a  few  words 
upon  it.  There  are  those  in  this  State  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  are  married, 
and  yet  need  the  benefit  of  these  schools  in  re- 
gard to  which  we  are  acting,  as  much  as  those 
who  are  unmarried.  There  are  many  who  are 
guilty  of  committing  matrimony — if  gentlemen 
clioose  to  consider  that  act  guilty — who  ought 
to  go  to  school.  And  I  am  not  in  favor  of  de- 
priving them  of  the  benefit  of  this  school  fund 
in  the  same  way  after  they  are  married,  as  they 
■were  able  to  do  before.  If  my  bachelor  friends 
in  this  convention  consider  it  an  indiscretion  to 
marry  young,  I  hope  they  will  not  entail  upon 
those  wlio  may  be  guilty  of  that  indiscretion  the 
penally  of  being  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  an  education.  Whether  it  be  an  in- 
discrelioH  or  not,  I  think  tliat  those  who  are 
guilty  of  it  are  the  proper  persons  to  judge,  and 
not  members  of  this  convention,  some  of  whom 
know  nothing  experimentally  about  the  matter. 
[Laughter.]  And  yet  by  this  section  we  do  cer- 
tainly say,  that  we  will  punish  these  youths, 
provided  they  are  guilty  of  forming  matrimonial 
cn^'^gcments  contrary  to  our  notions  of  rig  it 
and  propriety.     In  this  section  as  it  now  stands 


we  do  say  that  we  are  proper  judges  of  the  age 
at  which  to  form  matrimonial  alliances,  and 
that,  so  far  as  in  our  power  lies,  we  will  deprive 
all  who  may  enter  into  the  marriage  covenant, 
before  we  consider  them  old  enough,  of  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  this  school  fund,  and 
deprive  them  of  this  boon  so  liberally  bestowed 
upon  the  youths  of  our  land. 

Any  person  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  is 
still  young,  and  in  a  condition  when  he  should 
receive,  or  have  the  opportunity  to  receive,  the 
benefits  of  our  common  schools.  And  for  that 
very  reason  I  say  that  we  ought  to  bestow  this 
boon  as  liberally  upon  all,  whether  married  or 
unmarried,  as  it  was  designed  to  be  bestowed. 
We  ought  not  to  disfranchise  any  one,  and  take 
away  their  rights  in  this  respect  entirely,  be-  J 
cause  they  have  seen  fit  to  get  married.  Gen-  1 
tlemen  may  smile  as  if  I  was  personally  inter- 
ested in  this  matter.  I  am  not  now  personally 
interested  in  the  removal  of  this  restriction. 
But  I  Dave  seen  the  time  when  the  precious  boon 
of  a  common  school  was  bestowed  upon  me  with 
advantage,  after  I  was  married,  and  before  I 
was  of  age.  [Contined  laughter.]  That  is  so, 
gentlemen ;  and  I  would  bestow  this  boon  upon 
all,  wherever  they  may  be,  notwithstanding,  as 
gentlemen  here  may  suppose,  they  may  have 
been  guilty  of  the  indiscretion  of  marrying  be- 
fore they  have  attained  their  majority.  I  would 
bestow  this  privilege  upon  every  individual  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  married  or  not. 
That  is  his  look-out,  not  ours.  I  think  I  am 
right  in  this  ;  and  I  believe  if  gentlemen  will 
but  take  the  proper  view  of  this  subject  they 
will  see  that  I  am  right. 

Married  or  unmarried?  What  is  the  differ- 
ence? They  need  the  benefit  of  our  school  .'-ys- 
tem;  they  need  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
the  expenditure  of  this  fund  so  munificently  be- 
stowed by  Congress.  And  shall  we  deny  it  to 
them  when  they  need  it?  I  hope  every  gentle- 
man here  will  support  my  proposition  to  remove 
this  restriction  as  something  that  is  unnecessary 
and  uncalled  for,  because  it  disfranchises  a  por- 
tion of  our  community,  who  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  disfranchised. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  no  desi.-<^  to  debate  this 
question.  But  having  su^'gesttd  this  provision 
I  will  say  that  I  was  led  to  ic  so,  from  having 
known  a  case  similar  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Clayton,  [Mr.  Scolt,]  has  represented  to 
have  been  his  own  In  most  cases  persons  have 
reached  their  majority  before  they  are  married. 
And  yet  I  have  seen  quite  serious  difficulties 
arise  in  school  districts  in  consequence  of  cases 
similar  to  that  which  the  gentleman  has  stated 
to  have  been  his  own  case,  when  the  school 
commissioners  were  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  law  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  And  I 
think  it  necessary  to  have  this  provision  here  in 
order  to  cut  off  all  difficulties  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alauiakee.  I  am  in  favor  of 
striking  out  this  word  "unmarried,"  as  other- 
wise we  would  be  offering  a  reward  for  celibacy. 
[Laughter.] 
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The  question  being  taken  upon  striking  out 
the  word  "  uumairied,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

Powers  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  was  an 
amendment  adopted  a  few  moments  since,  on 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Davis,  [Mr.  Pal- 
mer,] in  regard  to  the  power  of  the  board  of 
education  to  levy  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools, 
and  the  erecting  and  cre'Uing  of  school  houses. 
I  think  there  is  a  great  necessity  of  some  amend- 
ment here  in  order  to  define  in  some  way  what 
shall  be  the  powers  of  this  board  of  education. 
I  am  disposed,  therefore,  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  a  portion  of  this  report,  in  order  to  accom- 
plish that  purpose.  From  the  disposition  of 
this  convention,  as  shown  by  the  votes  taken 
here,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  my  sub  ti- 
tute  will  not  prevail.  But  I  wish  myself,  and  I 
know  there  are  others  here  who  wish  the  same, 
to  stand  right  upon  the  record  in  regard  to  this 
question. 

I  feel  as  though  we  were  inaugurating  in  our 
State  an  entirely  independent  branch  of  gov- 
ernment. I  feel  that  in  clothing  this  board  of 
education  with  constitutional  powers,  we  are 
inaugurating  a  department  of  the  government 
which,  sooner  or  later,  will  come  in  conflict 
with  our  legislative  department.  I  am  so  cer- 
tain of  this  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered 
for  one  moment  as  consenting  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  this  article  in  our  constitution  as  it  now 
stands.  I  therefore  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  nine  sections  of  this  ar- 
ticle : 

"Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Education,  who  shall  be  the  Trustees 
of  the  University,  and  shall  have  charge  and 
control  of  education  in  the  State.  They  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Board 
who  shall  be  their  executive  agent,  and  perform 
such  duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
Board  of  Education  or  the  laws  of  the  State. 
The  powers  and  duties  of  such  Board  and  Trus- 
tees, and  their  terms  of  ofiice  and  compensation 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law," 

The  sections  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  are 
as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  educational  interests  of  the 
state,  to  include  common  schools  and  other  ed- 
ucational institutions,  shall  be  under  the  man- 
agement and  control  of  a  Board  of  Education, 
which  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
judicial  district. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  one  year 
a  resident  of  the  slate. 

Sec.  3.  One  member  of  said  educational 
board  s  all  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  each  district,  and  shall  hold  his  ofiice  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  and  after  the  first  election 
under  this  constitution,  the  board  shall  be  divid- 


ed by  lot  into  two_  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expira- 
tion of  two  years,  and  one-half  of  the  board 
shall  be  chosen  every  two  years  thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government, 
after  which,  said  board  may  fix  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting. 

Sec.  5  The  session  of  said  board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session 
sftall  be  held  in  one  year,  except  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  two-thirds  of  the  board,  the  governor 
may  order  a  special  session  ;  and  each  member 
of  said  board  shall  perform  such  duties  in  the 
district  in  which  he  is  elected  as  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  of  education  shall  organ- 
ize by  appointing  from  their  body  a  presiding 
ofi&cer,  and  the  appointaient  of  a  secretary  and 
other  necessary  officers.  They  shall  keep  and 
publish  a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  which 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
journals  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  T.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
said  board,  shall  be  published  and  distributed  to 
the  several  counties,  townships  and  such  school 
districts  as  may  be  provided  for  by  said  board, 
and  when  so  passed,  published  and  distributed, 
they  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

Sec.  8.  Said  board  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  legislate  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  in  relation  to  common  schools 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  that  are  in- 
stituted to  receive  aid  from  the  school  or  uni- 
versity funds  of  the  state  ;  Provided,  that  all 
acts,  rules  and  regulations  may  be  altered, 
amended  or  repealed  by  the   general  assembly. 

Sec.  9.  The  sessions  of  the  board  shall  not 
be  held  during  the  time  that  the  general  assem- 
bly are  in  session.  The  governor  may  attend 
the  sessions  of  the  board  ;  he  may  take  part  in 
their  deliberations  and  discussions,  but  shall 
have  no  vote  ;  he  may  exercise  a  veto  upon  all 
acts,  rules  and  regulations  passed  by  the  board, 
in  the  same  manner  as  provided  tor  acts  of  the 
general  assembly. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  propose  merely 
to  introduce  a  diS'erent  system  here,  by  which 
the  board  of  education  shall  be  made  entirely  a 
creature  of,  and  subordinate  to,  the  legisla- 
lature  and  clothed  with  such  power,  as  shall 
be  given  it  by  the  legislature.  Gentlemen  will 
at  once  see  the  difference  between  the  two  sys- 
tems. In  the  first  place,  gentlemen  must  recol- 
lect that  if  we  create  by  this  constitution  a 
board  of  education,  as  a  department  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  legislature,  they  will  have 
powers  co-extensive  with  those  of  the  legisla- 
ture. It  is  provided  here,  it  is  true,  that  the 
governor  shall  attend  at  the  meetings  of  the 
board,  that  he  shall  have  the  veto  power,  and 
that  the  legislature  may  repeal  the  laws  which 
may  be  passed  by  the  board.  But  at  the  same 
time  you  must  recollect  that  we  have  provided 
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that  the  board  sball  nut  sit  while  the  legislature 
is  in  session,  and  we  have  also  provided    in   the 
article  upon  the  legislative  department,  that  the 
legislature   shall    hold    only    biennial    sessions. 
What  kind  of  system  are  we  going  to  have  here? 
Are  we  not  creating  a  board  clothed  with    legis- 
lative powers?     The    governor   may   attend   at 
their  meetings,  it  is  true,  and  they  may  go   on 
and  pass  a  code  of  laws,  establish  in  one  portion 
of  the  state  an  academy,  a  polytechnic  school  in 
another,  and  a  normal  school  in  another.  Clothed  | 
with    these    powers    they   may  go    on  for    two  j 
years,  and  then  the    legislature    may    come    to-  ' 
gther,  and  if  the  people  have  become  dissatisfied  i 
with  the  action  of  tiie  board,  they  will  have   the  t 
power  of  repealing  their  acts  entirely.      Gentle- j 
men  who  suppose  that  all  this  while  things  will  | 
go  on  smoothly,  and  that  the    two   depart.nents  1 
of  government  will  not  come  into   conflict  with  j 
each  other,  are  greatly  mistaken.     Every  mem-  i 
ber  here  who  supports  the  provision  for    making  i 
this  board  separate  and  distinct  from   the   legis- 
lature, will  regret  that  he  ever  did  it. 

This  whole  thing  in  regard  to  the   creation   of 
this  board,  clothing  them  with  powers  and    pre-  [ 
scribing  thiir  duties,  can  and  will  be  attended  to  I 
by  the  legislature.     Gentlemen  have  complained  i 
here  that  the  legislature    has  done   nothing    f..r| 
the  cause  of  common  schools.     But  by  adopting 
the  substitute  I  have  offered   here,  you  make   it ' 
their  dutj-,  and    you  oblige   them  to  act  upon  I 
this  matter.     The  legislature  will  be  obliged    to  i 
organize  this   board   of  education.     Then   they  | 
can  say  what  duties   they   shall  be  required    to 
perform,  what  powers  they  shall  have;  and  the 
board  of  education  then  will    be    acting    under 
laws  which  can  at  any  session  be  altered  or  re- 
pealed, and  they  can  go  no    further   than   the 
people  of  the   state    through    their   legislature 
say  they  shall  go.  | 

Again,  suppose  the  system  which  you  have 
now  prepared,  in  committee  of  the  whole, — I 
must  say  with  very  little  deliberation  and  very 
Utile  discussion,  although  some  may  think  there 
has  been  p,  good  deal — is  set  in  operation  in  this 
State,  and  you  find,  after  a  while,  that  it  does 
not  operate  as  you  intended  it  should.  And 
suppose,  too,  that  you  find  that  the  board  are 
exercising  powers  which  you  never  dreamed 
they  would  exercise.  How  are  you  going  to 
remedy  this  state  of  things?  You  cannot  do  it 
unless  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
Gentlemen  may  say  tiiat  the  legislature  will  re- 
peal their  acts.  What  kind  of  a  system  is  this? 
Their  acts  will  remain  upon  the  statute  book  for 
two  years,  until  another  legislature  comes  into 
existence.  If  the  legislature  repeals  nay  of  the 
acts  of  the  board,  the  moment  the  General  As- 
sembly becomes  disorganized,  the  board  of  edu- 
catiou  may  meet  and  re-enact  those  very  laws, 
which  will  remain  in  force  for  tlie  next  two 
years.  If  the  two  bodies  thus  come  in  conflict 
with  each  other,  this  conflict  will  continue  until 
the  people  can  amend  the  Constitution. 

Why  not  make  such  a  provision  upon  this  sub- 
ject as  they  have  made  in  other  States?     It  is 


the  only  safe  way  in  which  we  can  proceed.  It 
will  not  answer  for  us  to  depart  from  the  exam- 
ple of  other  States  in  this  respect,  and  create  a 
separate  and  distinct  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. I  believe  the  more  gentlemen  will  reflect 
upon  this  matter  the  more  they  will  see  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  in  the  ^Constitution  merely 
for  a  board  of  education,  and  then  leave  it  to 
the  legislature  to  clothe  them  with  their  pow- 
ers, and  prescribe  their  duties.  If  gentlemen 
are  afraid  that  the  legislature  will  not  carry 
out  the  provision  we  make  upon  this  subject,  I 
ask  them  to  remember  the  arguments  they  used 
in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  banking  sys- 
tems by  the  legislature.  I  ask  the  gemlemen 
who  were  not  afraid  to  trust  the  legislature 
with  carrying  out  the  provision  in  relation  to 
banks,  if  they  are  afraid  to  leave  to  the  legisla- 
ture this  question  in  regard  to  clothing  the 
board  of  education  with  these  powers  ?  Have 
we  all  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  there  is  upon 
this  subject,  and  must  we  incorporate  it  here  in- 
to the  Constiluliou?  Must  we  go  on  and  elabo- 
rate this  matter,  and  prescribe  the  duties  of  this 
board  of  education?  I  should  not  complain  of 
these  gentlemen,  in  this  respect,  if  they  were 
members  of  a  legislative  body.  I  should  not 
complain  of  there  going  on  and  prescribing  the 
powers  and  duties  of  this  board  of  education, 
and  clothing  them  with  all  these  powers  if  they 
saw  fit,  if  they  were  in  a  legislative  body.  But 
we  are  now  clothing  them  with  constitutional 
power?,  and  giving  them  powers  co-equal  with 
the  legislature. 

I  think,  then,  it  would  be  better  to  leave  en- 
tirely to  the  legislature  to  appoint  this  board, 
provide  for  its  election,  and,  when  it  is  constitu- 
ted, then  let  the  legislature  say  what  they  shall 
do,  and  how  they  shall  do  it;  and  then  they 
will  be  held  amenable  to  the  people  through  the 
legislature,  for  their  acts.  1  am  not  afraid  to 
trust  the  members  of  the  legislature,  fur  they 
come  directly  from  the  people,  and  they  repre- 
sent the  popular  voice. 

Let  me  suggest  to  members  one  of  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  they  will  have  to  contend, 
under  the  system  proposed  here,  of  a  board  of 
education  acting  as  a  separate  and  distinct 
body.  For  instance,  we  will  suppose  that  they 
go  to  work  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  Horace 
Mann,  and  undertake  to  provide  for  a  higher 
grade  of  common  schools.  There  will  come  up 
the  struggle  which  we  have  seen  upon  this  floor. 
Look  over  the  votes  which  we  had  in  regard  to 
the  location  of  the  university,  and  you  will  find 
that  the  mcmberj  iu  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
this  place  voted  for  its  location  at  Iowa  city, 
while  those  members  who  represented  portions 
of  the  State  far  removed  voted  against  its  loca- 
tion here ;  many,  no  doubt,  induced  to  do  so 
from  the  consideration  that,  in  case  of  its  remo- 
val, they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  secure 
its  location  in  Iheir  own  section  of  country.  I 
do  not  complain  of  this.  It  is  natural  that  the 
people  in  different  parts  of  the  State  should 
struggle  to  secure  the  location  of  this  and  simi- 
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lar  institutions  in  their  midst.  So  it  will  be  in 
regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  normal  school 
academies  and  high  schools.  The  board  of  ed- 
ucation, when  they  come  to  act  upon  matters  of 
this  kind,  will  be  appealed  to  in  behalf  of  vari- 
ous proposed  locations;  and  wherever  they 
make  a  decision  in  favor  of  any  particular  lo- 
cality— I  do  not  care  how  advantageous  it  may 
be — great  dissatisfaction  will  be  expressed  by 
the  unsuccessful  applicants,  which  will  result  in 
ill  feeling;  and  you  will  then  find  these  parties 
applying  to  the  next  legislature  for  an  act  re- 
pealing ihe  laws  of  which  they  complain.  They 
will  resort  to  every  means  to  compass  ther  ob- 
ject, and  by  ingeniously  contrived  appeals  to  the 
people,  they  will  try  to  induce  them  to  electleg- 
jslators  who  are  opposed  to  the  proceedings  of 
this  board.  I  am  confident  in  the  opinion  that 
you  will  bring  these  two  departments,  the  board 
of  education  and  the  legislature,  in  direct  con- 
flict with  each  other,  if  you  put  them  upon  the 
same  footing  of  independence  and  equality. 
Leave  it  to  the  legislature  then  to  say  bow  far 
this  board  shall  go,  and  leave  also  to  them  the 
power  of  repealing  their  acts. 

It  is  also  proposed  by  the  gentlemen  who  are 
in  favor  of  creating  a  separate  and  distinct 
board,  that  the  Governor  shall  be  a  member  of 
this  board,  without  the  right  to  vote.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Governor  would  be  a  very  im- 
portant of&cer  to  make  suggestions  to  the  board, 
and  that  his  attendance  upon  their  sessions 
might  be  attended  with  some  benefit.  But  I 
would  have  him  go  there  like  any  other  citizen. 
The  more  I  reflect  upon  this  matter  the  more  I 
am  opposed  to  incorporating  a  provision  in  the 
constitution  creating  this  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  government  to  legislate  upon  educational 
matters.  Let  us  have  a  board  of  education,  but 
let  their  duties  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature. 
How  often  nave  we  had  matters  staved  off  here, 
by  gentlemen  coming  here  and  saying  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  act  ?  I  ask  you  how  many 
are  now  prepared  to  act,  and  prepared  to  speak 
the  opinions  of  their  constituents  upon  this  mat- 
ter? I  tell  you  we  are  acting  hastily,  and 
taking  upon  ourselves  a  responsibility  in  this 
matter  which  we  are  not  authorized  at  present 
to  take.  Let  us  rr.erely  say  that  the  legislature 
shall  prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  of  this 
board  of  education.  The  people  in  the  mean- 
time will  consider  what  powers  they  want  con- 
ferred upon  that  board,  and  they  will  instruct 
their  representatives  accordingly,  who  will  then 
clothe  this  board  with  such  powers  as  they  see 
fit.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  protest 
against  creating  this  board  with  powers  separate 
and  independent  from  the  legislature. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  the  previous  question.  I 
desire  to  have  this  matter  disposed  of.  We 
have  already  had  a  great  deal  of  time  spent 
upon  it. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
mflin  question  was  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry. 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  by  ■^eas  and 
nays,  and  the  substitute  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
7,  nays  27,  as  follows : 

Teas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Gray,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower, 
Hall,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Rob- 
inson, Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

Veto  of  the   Governor. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  like  to 
amend  the  eighth  section  in  relation  to  the  veto 
power.  As  I  understand  it  the  Governor  is 
now  a  member  of  the  board  for  the  purpose  of 
making  suggestions.  He  is  permi.ted  to  attend, 
and  is  virtually  a  member  of  that  board,  except 
he  has  not  the  right  to  vote.  And  in  addition 
to  that  this  section  gives  him  the  exercise  of  the 
veto  power.  I  desire  to  modify  the  character  of 
that  veto,  so  much  so,  that  1  would  allow  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  members  to  overcome  it. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  ask  if  it  would  not  be 
in  order  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  pro- 
vision upon  this  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Such  a  motion  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  TRAER.     I  make  that  motion  then. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  will  be 
upon  re-considering  the  vote  by  which  the  fol- 
lowing section  was  adopted. 

"  The  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Education  shall 
not  be  held  during  the  time  the  General  Assem- 
bly are  in  session.  The  Governor  may  attend 
the  sessions  of  the  Board  ;  he  may  take  part  in 
their  deliberations  and  discussions,  but  shall 
have  no  vote ;  he  may  exercise  the  veto  power 
upon  all  acts,  rules  and  regulations  passed  by 
the  Board,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided 
for  acts  of  the  General  Assembly." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  conven- 
tion, upon  a  division,  refused  to  re-consider  the 
vote,  ayes  9,  noes  11. 

Disposition  of  the  School  Fund. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  desire  to  detain  the  con- 
vention but  a  few  minutes.  Yesterday  a  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  here,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  in  regard  to  the  proper  invest- 
ment of  the  school  fund  of  the  state.  The  com- 
mittee have  hitherto  had  no  opportunity  of 
making  their  report.  I  have  been  intending  to 
present  it  as  a  separate  section  to  this  article 
upon  education,  and  as  this  is  the  proper  place 
for  it,  I  will  now  offer  it. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

"The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
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per  investment  of  the  perpetual  school  fund 
of  the  state,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
additional  section  to  the  article  on  education 
and  school  lands: 

"Sec.  — .  The  general  assembly  shall  pro- 
vide that  after  the  year  the  perpetual 
school  fund,  loaned  by  the  fund  commissioners, 
Buperintendent  of  public  instruction,  or  dis- 
tributed in  the  sevcr.al  counties  of  the  state, 
shall  be  gradually  withdrawn  and  invested  in 
United  States  stocks,  the  stocks  of  interest- 
paying  states,  or  loaned  to  the  state  of  Iowa. 
And  the  general  assembly  shall  further  provide, 
that  all  other  moneys  belonging  to  said  perpet- 
ual school  fund,  or  accruing  in  any  manner  to 
the  same,  shall  be  invested  in  like  manner,  as 
Boon  as  practicable;  and  for  all  sums  thus  in- 
vested or  loaned,  the  state  stiall  pay  an  annual 
interest  of  not  less  than  six  per  cent.,  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  by  law,  without  charge 
to  the  school  fund." 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  It  is  necessary,  pobably, 
that  I  should  accompany  this  report  with  a 
statement,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  members 
to  understand  its  exact  purport.  It  is  well 
known  to  the  members  of  the  convention,  that 
•what  is  designated  as  the  perpetual  school  fund 
in  the  constitution,  consists  of  the  proceeds  of 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to 
the  state  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1841,  com- 
monly called  the  distribution  law.  That  fund 
has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  school  fund 
commissioners,  of  the  diffeient  counties  of 
the  state,  who  loan  it  out  to  individuals;  a  por- 
tion of  the  fund  has  been  loaned  by  the  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction;  and  I  believe  a 
portion  of  it  is  now  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
State.  I  do  not  know  what  the  precise  amount 
of  this  fund  is,  but  it  is  variously  estimated  at 
from  two  to  four  millions  of  dollars.  There  is 
a  large  quantity  of  land  yet  undisposed  of,  and 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  sales  of  land 
made  by  the  the  United  States  within  the  limits 
of  this  state,  accrues  to  this  fnnd. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  section  now  offered, 
that  all  loans  made  by  the  school  fund  commis- 
Bioners,  or  by  the  sujjerintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, or  distributed  through  the  state,  shall 
after  a  certain  year  be  gradually  withdrawn  for 
the  purpose  of  having  them  invested  either  in 
Btate  or  United  States  stocks. 

It  is  also  provided  by  the  same  section  that 
all  other  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  those 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  by 
Congress,  or  from  the  sales  of  all  other  lauds  in 
the  state,  on  which  an  interest  of  live  per  cent, 
accrues,  shall  be  invested  in  like  manner  as 
soon  as  jjracticable.  It  is  proposed  that  those 
moneys  shall  go  into  the  funds  of  the  state,  bo 
far  as  the  state  may  find  it  necessary  for  its 
own  purposes;  but  we  could  not  enter  into  de- 
tails up.n  this  matter  and  therefore  concluded 
it  was  better  to  leave  it  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

The  general  proposition  wo  make  is  this;  that 
this  fund  shall  go  into  the  hands  of  the  state; 


that  the  state  shall  be  held  responsible  for  it, 
and  pay  an  interest  upon  it  of  not  less  than 
six  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  sum  of  six 
per  cent,  was  fixed  for  this  reason,  that 
where  a  large  "amount  of  money  is  loaned, 
and  the  state  becomes  responsible  for  it, 
six  per  cent,  is  about  equivalent  to  ten  per  cent, 
as  loans  are  now  made,  scattered  through  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  state.  Ten  per  cent  may  at 
some  day  become  a  high  rate  of  interest.  If 
six  pt-r  cent,  is  fixed  here,  it  may  become  a  reg- 
ulator of  the  rate  of  interest  all  over  the  State. 
There  is  a  blank  left  here  for  the  year,  after 
which  the  general  assembly  shall  provide  that 
these  moneys  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  dif- 
ferent counties  of  the  state  and  invested  in 
state  or  United  States  stocks.  This  money  is 
loaned  through  the  whole  state,  and  there  are  a 
great  many  persons  who  not  only  have  had 
these  loans,  but  who  depend  upon  a  renewal  of 
them;  and  it  was  therefore  thought  best  that 
the  general  assembly  should  name  some  period 
in  the  future  when  this  withdrawal  should  com- 
mence. It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  this 
money  will  be  withdrawn,  until  it  is  due  and  the 
propt-r  notice  given. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
money  is  now  due,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
report  makes  provision  for  putting  the  state  in 
debt  further  than  what  we  have  heretofore  con- 
templated. I  do  not  know  what  use  it  is  ex- 
pected the  state  will  make  of  this  money,  provi- 
ded they  do  not  see  fit  to  invest  it  in  United 
States  stocks.  At  any  rate,  this  report  is  pro- 
viding for  incurring  a  very  large  burden  by  the 
state  by  way  of  interest,  if  the  state  should  see 
fit  to  take  this  money.  For  instance,  we  would 
have  to  pay  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  yearly,  as  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  on  two  million  dollars,  if  that  amount 
should  come  in ;  and  this  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  would  have  to  be  paid 
by  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  provided  this 
money  is  not  invested  in  United  States  stocks  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

I  rise  merely  to  suggest,  whether  it  would 
not  create  a  debt  upon  us  more  than  we  are  de- 
sirous of  carrying. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  This  is  a  subject  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  convention  was  drawn  at  a 
very  early  day.  I  suppose  that  most  of  the 
members  have  had  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion. The  great  object  of  the  section  proposed 
by  the  committee  was  this,  to  withdraw  the 
school  fund  from  the  condition  in  which  it  is  at 
present  placed.  There  is  a  large  loss,  as  I  un- 
derstand from  the  report  of  the  superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  and  from  other  sources, 
arising  from  the  management  of  this  school 
fund.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  amount.  There 
is  a  large  losj  in  the  counties  of  Des  Moines, 
Henry  and  Appanoose ;  and  I  suppose  when 
the  agents,  who  will  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  legislature, 
shall  examine  the  accounts  of  the  different 
school  commissioners  of  this  State,  they  will  find 
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that  very  large  losses  have  occurred  in  other 
portions  of  the  State.  The  expenses  of  man- 
aging this  fund  are  some  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  It  becomes  necessary,  whfn 
we  are  inaugurating  a  new  system  of  education, 
and  when  the  whole  State  feels  that  something 
should  be  done  to  secure  the  efficiency  of  the 
school  system,  that  something  should  also  be 
done  in  regard  to  the  school  funds,  and  that  we 
should  take  measures  for  placing  them  in  some 
safe  and  permanent  investment. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Davis,  [Mr.  Palmer,]  I  would  mere- 
ly saj  that  the  state  at  present  has  many  public 
buildings  to  erect,  which  will  require  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  be  expended  upon  them. 
The  state  may  use  this  money  for  any  purpose 
she  pleases,  and  she  is  responsible  for  it,  so 
that  there  can  be  no  loss  arising  in  this  respect. 

I  know  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  money  through  the  whole  state 
is  a  great  benefit  to  the  people,  but  it  falls  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  people  only.  Some  men  bor- 
row five  hundred  dollars  for  themselves,  and 
then  borrow  five  hundred  dollars  for  their  wives 
and  another  five  hundred  dollars  for  each  of 
their  children.  I  do  not  know  any  way  in 
which  this  money  could  be  so  beneficially  used 
as  in  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  state,  to  be 
used  for  any  purpose  which  the  state  might  de- 
sire. We  have  great  necessity  for  its  use  at 
present,  as  we  have  a  great  many  public  build- 
ings to  provide  for,  as  I  have  already  stated  ; 
and  even  if  there  were  more  money  than  the 
state  desires,  there  is  a  provision  made  in  this 
article  to  invest  it  in  United  States  stocks,  or 
the  stocks  of  interest  paying  states. 

I  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  who  desire 
to  place  a  limitation  upon  this  fund.  I  propose 
myself,  when  the  article  on  state  indebtedness 
shall  come  up  on  its  third  reading,  to  make  some 
provision  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  any 
debts  on  the  part  of  the  state,  and  to  provide 
that  the  state  shall  be  indebted  only  to  the  school 
fund.  The  article  on  state  debts  is  still  open 
for  amendment,  as  I  understand,  and  I  intend  to 
make  a  provision  then  for  a  limitation  in  this 
matter  of  the  state  incurring  indebtedness,  if 
the  convention  so  desire. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston,]  whether  it  is  to 
be  optional  with  the  State  to  invest  this  money 
in  stocks,  or  use  it  for  their  benefit? 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  The  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee is  fully  stated  in  the  section,  that  this 
money  may  be  borrowed  by  the  state,  or  invest- 
ed in  state  or  United  States  stocks. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  suppose  the  amount  to  be 
invested  in  state  stocks,  would  be  regulated  as 
a  matter  of  course  in  the  article  upon  "  state 
debts."  The  state  could  not  take  over  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  unless  this 
provision  is  intended  to  come  in  conflict  with 
the  provision  which  prohibits  the  state  from 
incurring  an  indebtedness  of  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


Mr.  JOHNSTON.  We  intend  to  provide  for 
this  difficulty  when  that  article  comes  up  for  its 
third  reading. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  would  suggest 
that  the  article  on  state  debts  has  already  been 
ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  We  can  recommit  the  arti- 
cle for  the  purposes  of  amendment. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  with- 
draw the  school  fund,  which  I  suppose  must 
amount  to  some  four  million  dollars,  from  its 
present  condition,  and  place  it  it  the  hands  of 
the  State  as  trustee.  But  I  would  be  unwilling 
to  place  any  amount  of  money  in  the  way  the 
gentleman  from  Lee  [Mr.  Johnston]  proposes, 
and  give  the  Legislature  the  right  to  say  how 
much  of  this  money  the  State  shall  use.  If  it 
be  necessary  to  increase  the  sum  in  the  pro- 
vision in  the  article  on  State  Debts,  limiting  the 
State  indebtedness  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  I  would  vote  to  increase  it  to 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  did  vote  for 
that  sum  when  the  subject  was  under  discussion 
some  little  time  since.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
proposition  oflfered  by  the  gentleman  from  Lee, 
[Mr.  Johnston,]  unless  there  is  some  provision 
inserted  in  it  which  will  restrict  the  State  from 
taking  more  than  a  certain  amount  of  this  fund. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  understand  the  objection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  to  this 
proposition  to  be,  that  the  State  is  already  re- 
stricted from  incurring  a  debt  of  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  That 
will,  of  course,  operate  as  a  barrier,  and  she 
cannot  borrow  more  of  this  money  than  what 
she  had  borrowed  before,  to  make  up  this  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  bal- 
ance is  to  be  invested  in  stocks.  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  the  State  incurring  an  indebtedness  of 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

In  relation  to  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the 
school  funds,  I  believe  that  the  members  of  the 
convention  are  pretty  well  agreed  that  it  is  best 
to  withdraw  them  from  the  hands  of  the  officers 
of  the  State,  where  they  are  at  present  placed. 
I,  for  one,  had  the  management  of  the  fund  in 
the  county  in  which  I  live,  and  I  believe  the 
fund  is  well  secured.  It  is  all  loaned  out  there, 
but  I  know,  from  what  I  have  seen,  that  the  ex- 
penses in  conducting  and  managing  the  fund 
throughout  the  State  are  very  great.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  law  requiring  the  fund 
commissioners  to  make  up  any  losses  which 
may  result  to  the  fund.  He  may  be  mistaken 
in  relation  to  the  title  of  the  real  estate  which 
is  given  for  security,  and  there  are  a  thousand 
other  ways  in  which  it  may  be  lost,  and  which 
will  easily  suggest  themselves  to  all  gentlemen 
here. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
committee  here,  and  I  hope  that  as  early  a  pe- 
riod as  possible  may  be  determined  upon  when 
this  money  shall  all  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
State;  I  would  like  to  see  all  this  fund  placed  in 
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the  hands  of  the  State  as  early  as  the  first  day 
of  January,  lSt50,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
law,  either  to  be  used  by  the  State  or  invested 
in  stocks. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  confess  that  I  am  so  little  of 
a  financier,  and  know  so  little  about  these  stock 
matters,  that  are  so  much  talked  about,  that  I 
cannot  speak  so  advisedly  as  I  would  like  to  do 
upon  this  subject.  I  am  aware  that  this  school 
fund  may  be,  and  that  it  has  been,  frittered 
away  to  some  extent  by  the  agents  of  the  State, 
■who  have  had  its  management.  But  may  it  not 
be  wasted  in  making  investments,  as  well  as 
•when  managed  by  the  agents  of  the  State  ?  We 
have  already  provided  in  the  constitution  that 
any  losses  accruing  to  this  fund  iu  consequence 
of  negligence  or  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
agents  of  the  State,  shall  become  a  debt  upon 
the  State  to  this  fund.  So  far  as  losses  to  the 
fund  are  concern' d,  then,  I  think  we  have  taken 
some  steps  already  to  guard  against  them.  If 
it  be  necessary  to  take  further  steps  in  that 
direction,  1  am  willing  to  place  pains  and  pen- 
alties over  these  agents,  in  order  to  make  them 
do  their  duty  and  prevent  waste.  The  fund  can 
be  just  as  well  secured  by  oeing  controlled  in 
that  way  as  it  can  be  I  y  the  means  provided  by 
this  special  committee;  a  way,  it  strikes  me, 
too,  which  will  be  quite  as  satisfactory  and  per- 
haps as  profitable  to  the  people  of  the  State. 

So  far  as  the  expenses  of  the  present  system 
are  concerned,  1  agree  with  other  gentlem..'n 
here,  that  they  have  been  very  great,  but  they 
have  been  incurred  unnecessarily.  The  expense 
of  employing  agents,  to  collect  and  dispose  of 
this  school  fund  for  safe  keeping,  has  bei>n  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  This  money  could  all  have 
been  collected  by  the  financial  agents  of  the 
State,  just  as  well  as  to  have  been  frittered 
away  by  agents  specially  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  have  been  in  favor,  for  some  time,  of 
getting  clear  of  these  fund  con)inissioners.  I 
tried,  four  years  ago,  to  effect  this  object,  and 
to  pet  this  fund  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  finan- 
cial officers  of  the  State,  and  of  the  counties: 
but  the  scheme  did  not  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  legislature  at  that  time.  But  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  it  will  meet  with  general 
approval. 

But  gentlemen  say  that  this  fund  can  be  in- 
vested in  fcafe  stocks,  and  that  securities  which 
are  taken  by  county  agents  sometimes  prove 
worthless.  May  not  this  fund  be  invested  in 
State  stocks,  which  are  just  ns  worthless?  I 
am  doubtful  of  all  these  stocks,  and  I  would 
rather  trust  the  agents  of  the  people,  if  you  will 
only  place  the  proper  checks  over  them. 

Mr.  (.'LARKE,  of  Henry.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  chairman  of  the  special  committee  upon  this 
subject  [.Mr.  Johnston,]  that  if  he  will  accept 
thtf  following  amendment  it  may  meet  the  objec- 
tion just  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Appa- 
noose [Mr.  Harris]  — 

"That  on  all  such  sums  as  shall  be  invested 
or  borrowed,  the  State  shall  pay  an  annual 
interest  of per  eent.,  to  be  distributed  as 


provided  by  law,  without  charge  to  the  annual 
fund." 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  have  no  objection  to  such 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.     I  shall  favor  the 

propi  sition  of  the  committee;  and  the  control- 

ing  reason  which   will  induce  me  to  favor  it  is 

this:     The   State  is   now   borrowing  money   of 

easrtern  capitalists,  and  paying   annual  interest 

upon  that  mo  ey.     That  interest  is  taken  out  of 

the  State  every  year  to   the   city  of  New  York. 

There  will  be  no  necessity  for  doing  this  if  the 

proposition  of  this  committee  be  adopted.     The 

gentlemat,  from  Lee   [Mr.  Johnston,]   has  very 

properly  remarked,   that  we   have  need  of  the 

school  fund  to  use  in  our  own  State,  as  we  have 

many  public   buildings   to  erect,  and   I  should 

prefer  that  we  borrow  of  ourselves,  and  keep 

I  the    interest   at    home,    rather    than   that    this 

]  money  should  lie  idle  upon  our  hands,  or  that  it 

'.  should  be  distributed    among  the  people  in  the 

}  way  in  which  it  is  now  distributed.     As  a  mat- 

I  ter  of  <  conomy,  if  we  must  borrow  money,  and 

I  if  we  have  a  fund  of  this   kind,  it  is   better  to 

i  borrow  of  ourselves.     As    a    matter   of  safety, 

I  too,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  course.     The  gentlc- 

j  man  from  Lee  [Mr.  Johnston,]  has  very  properly 

[  remarked,  that   if  the  State   takes  this  money, 

j  she   is  perfectl}^   responsible   for    it.      If  it    be 

placed  in  the  Lands  of  parties  that  will  act  justly 

and  honestly  by  this  fund,  there  can  be  no  dau- 

!  ger  of  loss.     These  are  the  reasons  that  induce 

j  me  to  favor  the  report  of  this  special  committee. 

!      Mr.  SOLOMON.     I  wish  to    say,   although    I 
I  have    the    utmost  confidence    in    the    financial 
I  ability,  as  well  as  the    integrity    of  purpose,    of 
i  the  gentleman  who  offered  this  proposition,  that 
'  I  cannot    favor  it.     It  seems  to  me   that   there 
'  is  danger  in  it.     My  fears  in    this    respect   may 
be  unfounded,  but  I  entertain  them,  and  I  think 
:  with  some  show  ot  reason.     In  the  first  place,  I 
;  thiiik  if  this  money  is  to  be  invested    in    United 
;  States  or  state  stocks,  thestocks.so  purchased, 
and  which  come  into    the   possession    and  con- 
trol of  the  state  officers,  may  bo  farmed  out  by 
them  to  various  banks  which  may  be  established 
throughout  the  state,  and    become    a   basis    for 
banking.     I  may  be  mistaken    in    this,     and    if 
there  be  anything  in  the  article  on  corporations 
to  prevent  it,  that  objection  could  be    removed. 
In  the  next  place  I  am  opposed  to    the    state 
having  so  large  an  amount   of  funds  under    its 
control,  to  be  used  in    any    way    by    these    offi- 
cers.    I  voted  the  other  day  for  the  lowest   lim- 
it upon  state  indebtedness.     I    did  so    from    the 
fact  that  1  was  opposed  to    the  officers    of  the 
state  having  control  of  the  money,  for  I  did   not 
believe  they  we  e  fit  persons  to  have  it. 

I  wish  to  offer  the  following  amendment  to 
this  proposition  by  way  of  addition: 

''Provided  such  slocks  shall  uever  be  used  as 
a  basis  for  banking." 

Mr.  TODIUTNTER.  This  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  absorption  of  the  school  fund  has 
been  agitaicd  since  the  early  part  of  the  session. 
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When  we  come  to  examine  this  question,  look 
into  its  merits  and  see*  what  there  is  in  it,  we 
find  that  there  is  at  this  time  near  four  million 
dollars  of  this  school  fund.  If  we  take  this 
money  from  the  different  counties  and  place  it 
in  the  state  treasury,  then  the  state  as  a  matter 
of  course  becomes  responsible  to  the  districts, 
or  the  counties  for  the  dividends  or  the  inter- 
est accruing  for  this  money.  I  shall  not  be  wil- 
ling to  place  this  fund  in  the  state  treasury, 
unless  the  state  will  agree  to  pay  ten  per  cent, 
interest  upon  it.  That  is  the  amount  for  which 
this  money  can  be  readily  loaned  in  any  county 
in  the  state,  and  be  well  secured  by  freehold 
security,  for  double  the  amount  without  regard 
to  any  buildings.  I  would  be  unwilling  to  with- 
draw this  fund  from  the  counties  and  place  it  in 
the  state  treasury,  unless  the  state  would  be- 
come responsible  to  the  school  districts  of  the 
state  for  the  sum  of  ten  per  cent  to  be  paid  an- 
nually. We  do  not  need  this  four  million  dol- 
lors  now  for  the  building  purposes  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston]  has  re- 
feired.  Is  this  money  then  to  lie  in  the  state 
treasury  idle  ? 

But  the  gentleman  proposes,  in  the  report  he 
has  submitted  here,  to  loan  it  and  invest  it  in 
state  and  United  States  stocks.  My  friend  from 
Appanoose,  [Mr.  Harris]  says  he  has  some 
misgivings  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  do  not 
consider  ita  very  safe  way  myself  of  investing 
this  money,  and  I  should  be  opposed  to  it,  for 
that  reason,  and  also  for  the  reason  that  we 
cannot  get  stocks  which  will  pay  ten  per  cent. 
But  genlemen  tell  us,  that  this  money  is  wasted 
under  the  present  system.  If  that  is  so,  do 
away  with  your  school  commissioners,  and  place 
this  money  in  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer, 
and  let  him  attend  to  these  financial  affairs,  and 
then  you  will  prevent  this  waste.  Or  if  this 
fund  is  to  be  absorbed  by  the  state,  let  it  go 
inti>  the  state  treasury,  where  it  can  be  used  as 
the  state  wants  it.  This  fund  will  be  constantly 
increasing,  as  long  as  there  shall  be  an  acre  of 
land  to  be  sold  in  the  state.  There  are  yet 
thousands  of  acres  in  the  state  to  be  sold  and 
appropriated  in  this  way.  I  think  that  evil 
would  grow  out  of  the  proposition  reported  by 
this  committee,  unless  there  be  some  kind  of 
provision  adopted  by  which  this  fund  should 
be  gradually  absorbed,  and  then  only  as  the 
state  wants  to  use  it.  I  believe  it  should  not 
bo  invested  in  stocks.  The  state  of  California 
has  repudiated  her  debts  by  a  decision  of  her  Su- 
preme Court.  What  has  been  the  etfect '.'  Why 
it  has  eirected  the  banks  of  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  the  same  result  may  follow  in  other  states. 
I  think  it  is  a  dangerous  plan  to  invest  money 
in  state  stocks  ;  the  better  plan  in  my  opin'on 
would  be,  for  this  state  to  absorb  this  fund  grad- 
ually, as  she  wants  to  use  it. 

We  undertake  by  this  proposition  to  draw 
this  money  from  the  counties,  where,  it  is 
now  circulating  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
people.  The  people  of  the  various  counties 
need  the  benefit  of  it,  and  are  amply  able  to   se- 


cure it;  and  the  only  objection  I  hear  raised  to 
this  disposition  of  the  fund,  that  is  worth  any- 
thing, is  that  it  is  wasted  by  the  school  com- 
missioners, and  that  it  takes  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  thous  nd  dollars  to  pay  these  officers,  as 
their  pay  will  average  two  hundred  dollars  for 
every  organized  county  in  the  state.  Abolish 
then  the  office  of  school  commissioner,  and 
place  this  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  county 
treasurer,  and  you  will  avoid  all  this  waste  and 
this  expense.  I  shall  be  opposed  to  the  state 
absorbing  this  money  at  once,  or  even  in  five  or 
six  years,  because  the  state  does  not  need  it, 
and  it  will  make  a  debt  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  which  we  will  have  to  pay 
by  a  tax. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  may  not  be  correct  in  the 
conclusions  I  arrive  at,  or  in  the  construction 
which  I  put  upon  this  report.  If  I  understand 
it  rightly,  the  State,  when  she  has  absorbed  this 
entire  school  fund,  will  have  a  right  to  buy 
United  States  or  State  stocks.  After  she  had 
thus  bought  them,  would  she  have  a  right  to 
loan  them? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  Then  the  question  is  what 
will  the  State  do  with  these  stocks  ?  If  I  were 
satisfied  that  these  stocks  would  not  go  out  of 
the  vaults  of  the  treasury,  I  might  support  the 
proposition,  although  I  would  be  opposed  to 
taking  the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people 
in  the  different  counties,  ani  placing  it  as  a 
whole  in  Wall  street.  New  York. 

I  am  satisfied  that  a  great  deal  of  money  is 
lost  by  the  mismanagement  of  this  fund.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  treasurers  of  the  different  counties 
are  the  proper  persons  to  have  the  distribution 
of  this  fund.  I  know  in  the  county  in  which  I 
reside,  that  a  great  many  persons  have  been 
benefitted  by  borrowing  from  this  fund.  I  think 
that  the  office  of  school  commissioner,  with  the 
salary  attached  to  it,  is  an  unnecessary  appen- 
dage to  the  school  system.  I  believe  the  school 
fund  ought  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  hands  of 
these  school  commissioners,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  county  treasurers. 

I  would  be  opposed  to  the  State — if  she 
should  absorb  this  fund — buying  United  States 
or  State  stocks,  because  I  do  not  believe  that, 
where  these  stocks  are  made  dependent  upon 
the  monetary  affairs  of  this  country,  and  upon 
the  action  of  the  several  States  of  this  Union, 
they  would  be  a  safe  and  profitable  investment. 
Suppose  a  division  of  the  Union  should  take 
place — an  event  hardly  su[)posable,  it  is  true — 
and  you  have  deposited  in  your  vaults,  as  secu- 
rity for  this  school  fund,  the  stocks  of  some  of 
the  southern  States,  and  they  should  repudiate. 
Mississippi  did  once  repudiate,  and  I  understand 
from  the  gentleman  from  Wam-n  [Mr.  Tod- 
hunter,]  that  California  has  repudiated. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  The  Supreme  Court  of 
that  State  have  decided  that  the  State  are  not 
I  bound  to  pay  its  debts. 

1     Mr.  GILLASPY.      That  is  repudiation  so  far 
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as  it  goes.  We  have  no  guarantee  that  any 
State  in  the  Union  will  not  repudiate.  Suppose 
that  some  of  the  Stales  whose  stocks  we  should 
hold  should  repudiate,  and  refuse  to  pay  ;  we 
are  then  involved  at  once  in  a  loss  of  ihe  amount 
of  the  entire  fund.  I  am  in  favor  of  drawing 
the  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the  school  com- 
missioners, and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
county  treasurers,  who  are  better  qualified  to 
know  what  the  proper  securities  are,  than  any 
other  men  in  the  county,  on  account  of  the  fa- 
cilities which  the  records  in  their  oOices  will 
give  them  for  determining  this  matter.  Because 
this  school  fund  has  been  managed  in  a  loose 
manner,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  General  As- 
sembly cannot  pass  a  law  by  which  the  fund  can 
be  secured. 

I  believe  that  the  county  treasurers  are  the 
proper  officers  to  hold  and  distribute  this  fund, 
for  they  are  the  most  competent  to  obtain  the 
best  kind  of  securities.  It  matters  not  to  me, 
whether  a  man  borrows  five  hundred  dollars  in 
the  name  of  himself,  or  his  wife  arj  children, pro- 
vided he  gives  the  proper  security.  If  the  secu- 
rity be  ample,  that  is  sufficient.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  report.  I  am  opposed  to  the  stock 
system  entirely,  and  I  hope   it  will   not  prevail. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr, 
Gillasp}\]  The  report  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Lee,  [Mr.  Johnston,]  as  well  as  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  meet  my  most  hearty  approval.  The 
views  embraced  in  these  propositions  were  en- 
tertained by  myself  long  before  I  took  a  seat  in 
this  body. 

A  portion  of  my  constituents  are  in  favor  of 
carrying  out  a  policy  such  as  is  here  recom- 
mended ;  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  their 
views  that  I  embodied  the  same  principles  that  are 
now  under  discussion,  in  a  resolution  which  I 
oflFered  here  for  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands,at  the  time 
that  committee  was  formed.  I  embodied  the 
same  in  an  amendment  which  I  offered  here  a 
day  or  two  since,  when  this  subject  was  under 
consideration.  I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the 
report  now  presented  by  the  special  committee, 
■which  was  appointed  to  take  this  matter  under 
consideration,  and  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  further  time  to  reflect 
upon  this  matter  bciorf  voting  upon  it,  and  I 
presiyne  that  other  gentlemen  are  similarly  sit- 
uated. I  move,  therefore,  that  the  Convention 
now  adjourn. 

Mr  JOHNSTON.  Permit  mo  to  say  a  single 
word  before  the  quc.'<tion  is  put,  luid  1  will  tliin 
renew  the  motion  to  adjourn.  I  only  desire  to 
say  tiiat  there  appears  to  be  a  great  deal  of  mis 
apprehension  upon  this  subject,  and  a  great  want 
of  information.  For  years  the  appeal  has  come 
up  from  every  part  of  the  State  to  the  legisla- 
ture, to  take  soma  action  in  regard  to  tlic  school 
fund,  and  it  has  been  met  by  the  same  argu- 
ments that  we  have  heard  to-daj".  I  hope  that 
gentlemen  will  take  time  to  think  upon  this  sub- 


ject, and  after  they  have  said  all  they  wish  to 
say  upon  this  subject,  I  wish  to  explain  fully 
the  objects  which  the  committee  had  in  offering 
this  section.  For  the  purpose  of  giving  them 
that  opportunity,  I  now  move  that  the  Conven- 
tion adjourn. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Convention  accordingly  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Satckdat,  February  28,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  9  o'clock,  and  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  chap'ain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  When  the  vote  was  taken  yes- 
terday upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  to  restrict  the  use 
of  the  school  fund  to  the  ichite  children  of  this 
State,  I  was  absent.  If  there  be  no  objection,  I 
would  like  to  have  the  privilege  of  recording 
my  vote  for  it  now. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  clerk  was  au- 
thorized to  record  Mr.  Harris'  vote  as  in  favor  of 
the  proposition. 

Distribution  of  ihe  Delates. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER,  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following  report: 

"  The  select  committee,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  subject  of  indexing  and  superintending  the 
publicaiinii  .if  the  debates  and  the  distribution 
of  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resoli'cd,  That  W.  Blair  Lord  be  employed  to 
index  and  superintend  the  publication  of  the  de- 
bates of  this  Convention,  and  that  he  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for 
said  services. 

Eesoh^ed  further,  That  five  hundred  more  cop- 
ies of  said  debates  be  ordered  from  the  publish- 
ers, in  addition  to  the  fifteen  hundred  copies 
already  ordered ;  and  if  the  same  shall  exceed 
twelve  hundred  pages  they  shall  be  bound  in 
two  separate  volumes. 

Resolved,  further.  That  when  the  debates  shall 
have  been  published,  they  shall  be  distributed  as 
follows  :  eighty  copies  to  the  State  Historical 
Society;  two  cojjies  to  each  State  and  organized 
territory ;  five  copies  to  each  county  in  this 
State,  one  of  which  shall  bo  kept  in  the  county 
office  ;  twenty  copies  to  each  member  of  this 
Convention  ;  five  copies  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate;  one  copy  to  each  member  of  the  House 
of  lloprcscntativcs  ;  three  copies  to  each  of  tlie 
secretaries,  reporters,  sergeants-at-arms,  and 
chaplain  of  the  Convention  ;  one  copy  to  each 
State  oiTicer,  supreme  and   district  judge,  and 
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district  prosecuting  attorney.  The  remainder 
of  the  twenty  thousand  copies  shall  be  placed 
in  the  possession  of  the  State  to  be  disposed  of 
as  may  be  designated  by  law." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  lay  the 
report  upon  the  table  for  the  present.  I  would 
like  time  to  examine  it  somewhat. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to,  upon  a  division ;  ayes  10,  noes 
15. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
our  session  is  drawing  to  a  close,  I  think  it  will 
be  well  lo  dispose  of  these  matters  as  they  come 
up.  I  hope  the  report  will  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Convention,  although  I  have  no 
objections  to  any  changes  in  it  they  may  see  fit 
to  make.  The  report  we  have  made  here  is 
unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  committee, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  disposed  of  now. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  objection  I 
have  to  this  report  is  contained  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  second  resolution.  The  Convention 
will  remember  that  the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject reported  in  favor  of  printing  three  thousand 
copies  of  these  debates.  That  report  was  adop- 
ted, but  it  was  subsequently  reconsidered,  and 
after  a  consultation  with  several  gentlemen  here, 
1  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  two  thousand  ; 
but  unfortunately  that  proposition  was  voted 
down,  and  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  fif- 
teen hundred  was  agreed  to.  We  have  now 
gone  on  and  printed  upwards  of  a  hundred 
pages  of  this  work,  and  the  proposition  now  of- 
fered here  is  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  of 
debates  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand. 
Now  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Does  the  Conven- 
tion propose  to  pay  for  re-setting  the  type  ? 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  will  explain  how  it  is 
to  be  done.  The  printers  have  stated  to  difi"er- 
ent  members  of  the  convention,  that  they  are 
striking  off  five  hundred  additional  copies,  which 
the  convention  can  have  if  they  see  fit.  If  w'e 
do  not  take  them,  they  will  make  use  of  them 
for  their  own  account  and  profit. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  That  is  one  ofthe 
items  of  information  which  I  desired  to  obtain. 
I  had  been  advised  by  the  pr  nters  that,  believ- 
ing there  would  be  a  demand  made  for  this 
work,  they  had  printed  more  copies  than  were 
ordered  by  the  convention  ;  but  it  was  a  ques- 
tion in  my  mind,  whether  they  were  willing  that 
the  convention  should  have  them  at  the  prices 
we  are  now  paying  for  this  work.  If  the  chair- 
man of  this  committee,  (Mr.  Winchester,)  is  sat- 
isfied that  they  are  willing  to  turn  over  to  the 
state  the  additional  copies  of  this  work  which 
they  have  printed  at  their  own  expense,  upon 
the  same  terms  we  have  already  agreed  to  pay 
for  the  rest,  that  will  obviate  one  of  my  objec- 
tions to  this  report. 

I  have  another  objection,  however,  to  this 
report,  and  it  is  this.  We  adopted  a  proposi- 
tion the  other  day  to  distribute  these  debates, 
giving  to  each  member  twenty-five  copies  ;  but 
it  was  reconsidered  upon  the  ground  that  it  did 


not  make  a  fair  and  equitable  distribution.  Thp 
argument  against  it  was  this,  that  some  mem- 
bers ofthe  conventionrepresented  amuch  larger 
number  of  people  than  others  did,  and  gentle- 
men referred  to  the  Des  Moines  district  as  an 
example.  That  county  has  two  delegates  upon 
this  iioor.  representing  a  population  of  a  little 
over  twenty  thousand,  while  the  population  of 
my  district  is  a  little  over  nineteen  thousand 
five  hundred.  I  supposed  it  was  the  object  of 
the  convention  in  referring  this  subject  to  the 
committee  to  make  a  distribution  of  these  reports 
in  accordance  with  the  population  of  the  State. 
It  was  argued  by  the  gentleman  from  Pottawat- 
tamie, [Mr.  Price,]  and  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mills,  [Mr.  Solomon,]  that  unless  there  were 
some  such  distribution  as  I  have  suggested,  their 
districts  would  not  get  their  fair  proportion.  I 
find  upon  looking  at  the  census,  that  although 
the  gentleman  from  Pottawattamie,  [Mr.  Price,] 
represents  perhaps  the  largest  district  in  the 
state  in  point  of  territory,  yet  it  is  in  fact  one  of 
the  smallest  districts  in  point  of  population. 

If  I  understand  this  report,  it  does  not  equal- 
ize the  distribution  of  these  debates.  It  provides 
for  giving  copies  to  each  county  judge  and  dis- 
trict prosecuting  attorney  throughout  the  state, 
and  reduces  the  number  given  to  the  members 
ofthe  convention.  It  seems  to  me  then  that  the 
object  which  we  sought  to  accomplish  by  re- 
ferring this  subject  to  a  special  committee,  has 
not  been  attained.  There  is  no  equal  distribu- 
tion provided  for  these  reports  by  the  commit- 
tee. I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  giving  these 
reports  to  the  county  judges  and  prosecuting 
attorneys  throughout  the  State.  I  know  what 
the  practice  has  been  heretofore  in  relation  to 
these  matters.  Whenever  the  county  judges 
and  prosecuting  attorneys  go  out  of  office,  they 
put  all  the  books  which  have  been  voted  to 
them  by  the  legislature  under  their  arms  and 
take  them  home.  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
you  cannot  find  ten  places  in  the  state  where 
these  books  have  been  allowed  to  remain,  after 
the  expiration  of  office  which  these  officers  have 
held.  If,  as  members  of  the  convention,  we 
have  taken  upon  ourselves  the  responsibility  of 
publishing  these  debates,  let  us  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  distributing  them  among  the  people. 
I  do  not  see  what  advantage  there  will  be  in 
sending  them  to  the  county  judges  and  prosecu- 
ting attorneys.  They  are  not  calculated  to  in- 
struct them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

My  intention  in  voting  for  the  reporting  and 
publishing  of  these  debates  was  to  place  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  intelligent  reading  men  of 
the  State,  and  not  to  distribute  them  so  much 
with  regard  to  population  or  locality.  I  desired 
that  they  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
leading  influential  men  of  all  parties  in  the 
State,  men  who  had  libraries  and  who  read 
works  of  this  kind,  and  who  would  use  them  for 
the  purpose  of  disseminating  information  among 
the  people.  I  do  not  think  that  by  sending  them 
to  the  county  officers  this  object  would  be  at- 
tained. 
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It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mit ee  does  not  obviate  the  t  bjections  which 
were  taken  to  the  resolution  upon  this  subject, 
as  it  passed  the  convention  in  the  first  place.  It 
reduces  the  number  of  copies  given  to  members 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  to  those  by  whom 
it  is  not  likely  they  will  be  as  well  taken  care  of 
as  if  they  were  given  to  individual  members. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  think  I  have  as  great 
reason  to  complain  in  regard  to  this  matter  on 
the  score  of  population,  if  there  be  any  cause 
of  complaint,  as  any  other  gentleman  upon  this 
floor.  Ir  is  well  known  to  the  convention  that 
I  represent  the  largest  population  by  about  seven 
lUousaiid  of  any  member  here.  The  principal 
objection  which  I  heard  to  the  resolution  pre- 
sented the  other  day  upon  this  subject,  when  it 
was  first  offered  was,  that  each  member  was 
provided  with  twenty-five  copies  of  these  de- 
bates, to  be  distributed  in  his  entire  district.  I 
think  every  county  in  the  State,  if  it  is  sparsely 
settled  now,  will  be  largely  settled  in  a  few 
years,  and  should  be  entitled  to  at  least  twenty- 
five  oopies  of  this  work.  If  I,  wih  twenty-five 
copies,  undertake  to  distribute  five  copies  to 
each  county  in  my  district,  I  should  c  )me  out 
minus  twenty  co|)ies.  I  think  if  any  gentleman 
has  any  reason  to  complain  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  it  is  myself. 

Mr.  GILL  ASP  Y.  I  have  no  particular  ob- 
jection to  this  report  except  in  one  respect.  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  should  be  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  sent  to  each  county  in  this  State. 
But  I  a-n  opposed  to  the  appropi  iation  of  five 
copies  of  these  reports  to  each  Senator,  and  one 
to  each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  last  general  assembly.  To  my  mind,  the 
Senate,  when  they  voted  to  themselves  five 
copies  of  these  debates,  had  no  right  to  do  so, 
and  did  it  without  the  authority  of  law.  They 
might  with  just  as  much  propriety  have  provided 
by  resolution,  that  they  should  be  entitled  to 
five  copies  of  the  debates  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1870,  if  a  convention  shall  be 
called  at  that  time  to  revise  the  constitution.  I 
undertake  to  say  here,  that  the  members  of  the 
Senate  have  not  the  legal  right  to  a  single  copy 
of  the  debates  of  this  convention,  nor  have  the 
members  of  the  lower  house. 

I  believe  it  will  be  proper  and  right  to  leave 
the  dintribulim  of  these  debates — except  in  cer- 
tain instances  where  you  have  made  provision 
for  supplying  libraries,  &c. — to  the  members 
themselves,  f  should  supply,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  district  judge  of  my  district  with  a 
copy,  and  there  arc  other  men  to  whom  I  would 
rather  give  copies  than  to  my  senator. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  nov  intro- 
duced with  one  exception.  I  would  not  give  to 
each  member  of  iho  last  Senate  five  copies  and 
to  each  member  of  the  House  one  copy.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  furnish  the  district 
judges  and  the  prosecutingattorncys  with  copies 
of  this  work.  If  it,  be  in  order,  I  move  to  strike 
out  that  portion  of  the  resolution  which  refers 
to  the  distribution  of  these  debates  to  senators, 


members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
district  officers. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  would  be  in 
order  if  there  be  no  amendment  proposed  to  the 
second  resolution. 

Mr.  YOU^G.  I  move  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  resolutions  which  provides  for  procuring 
five  hundred  additional  copies.  I  think  we 
have  decided  this  matter  once  before,  and  as  I 
made  the  motion  to  fill  the  blank  then  with  five 
hundred  additional  copies,  I  will  now  move  to 
strike  it  out. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike 
out  these  five  hundred  copies  will  not  prevail. 
They  will  be  distributed  all  over  the  state,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  generally. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  desire  to  inquire  if  this  mo- 
tion be  in  order.  I  understood  that  where  a 
question  is  once  presented  and  voted  upon,  that 
it  cannot  again  be  presented.  This  question  has 
already  been  voted  upon. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion  that  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  hope  the  proposition  to 
strike  out  the  clause  providing  for  distributing 
copies  to  the  members  of  the  general  assembly, 
particularly  to  the  lower  house,  will  not  prevail. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  house  were  quite 
moderate  when  they  proposed  that  they  should 
have  one  copy  each.  So  far  as  the  senate  is 
concerned,  1  am  not  particular  about  their  hav- 
ing five  copies  each.  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  allow  the  members  of  the  general  assembly 
one  copy  each.  They  are  men  who  stand  high 
in  the  community  in  which  they  reside,  and  if 
we  are  to  distribute  these  debates  at  all,  they 
are  proper  persons  to  receive  them.  I  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  before  the  motion  to  strike 
out  is  put,  by  providing  that  the  senators  shall 
have  one  copy  instead  of  five  copies  of  these 
debates. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  would  not 
now  be  in  order,  as  there  is  a  motion  pending  to 
strike  out  that  portion  of  the  second  resolution 
which  provides  for  procuring  five  hundred  addi- 
tional copies. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  do  not  think  that  we  need 
trouble  ourselves  about  the  members  of  the  le- 
gislature in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  object 
we  have  in  view  is  to  distribute  these  debates 
over  the  state.  As  I  understand  the  matter, 
there  was  some  appropriation  made  of  these 
books  by  the  legislature,  and  I  understand  what 
they  do  is  law,  but  I  do  not  understand  that 
what  we  do  is  law. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  action  of  the  general  assembly  upon 
this  matter  was  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  GILLASPY  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ajipanooso  [Mr.  Harris]  if  he  intends  to 
c.vcuse  the  action  of  the  members  of  the  general 
assembly  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  do  not  be- 
lie\c  that  there  is  a  man  upon  this  floor  who 
would  say  that  the  eenate  are  legally  entitled  to 
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five  copies  of  these  debates,  and  the  members  of 
the  house  to  one  copy  each.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  they  have  no  such  right. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  propose  that  the  general  as- 
sembly shall  take  care  of  themselves  in  this 
matter.  If  they  want  copies  of  these  debates, 
they  can  order  them  themselves,  if  they  see  fit. 
I  have  been  opposed  to  printing  more  than  fif- 
teen hundred  copies,  and  I  shall  continue  to  be 
80.  I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  number  for  this 
conventioa  to  order.  If  we  strike  out  the  clause 
providing  for  five  hundred  additional  copies,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  publishers  will  find  sale 
for  them,  and  probably  at  better  prices  than  the 
state  would  pay  them.  I  do  not  think  we  have 
any  control  over  the  action  of  the  last  legisla- 
ture that  appropriated  these  books.  My  idea 
with  reference  to  this  matter  is  this :  if  the  le- 
gislature wish  to  have  these  debates,  and  if 
there  are  not  copies  enough  ordered  by  the  con- 
vention for  us  to  distribute  as  we  have  made  pro- 
vision, and  for  the  legislature  too,  they  can  or- 
der an  additional  number  of  copies  printed.  I 
do  not  consider  that  we  are  bound  to  pay  any 
attention  to  what  they  have  done,  in  regard  to 
'  these  debates,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  vote 
against  ordering  an  additional  number. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  So  far  as  the  action  of 
the  legislature  is  concerned,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  need  not  concern  ourselves  about  it  in  any 
way.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  go  on  and  make 
a  distribution  of  these  reports  as  we  may  think 
proper ;  and  if  thei'e  are  any  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  then  the  legisla- 
ture can  appropriate  them  to  suit  themselves. 
If  copies  enough  are  left  to  entitle  the  Senators 
to  five  copies,  and  the  members  of  the  House  to 
one  copy,  then  they  come  in  under  their  resolu- 
tion and  take  them.  I  think  I  shall  vote  for 
striking  out  the  provision  that  relates  to  procu- 
ring five  hundred  additional  copies,  and  let  the 
legislature  take  care  of  themselves.  The  action 
of  the  legislature  is  independent  of  this  conven- 
tion. I  think  that  the  course  they  took  is 
doubtful  policy,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  They 
had  no  right  to  make  this  appropriation,  and 
for  that  reason  I  do  not  think  we  should  pay 
any  attention  to  their  action.  Let  us  go  on  and 
make  our  distribution,  and  leave  the  remainder 
of  the  debates  in  the  hands  of  the  State,  and 
then  if  the  legislature  are  entitled  to  them,  they 
can  come  ir.  and  get  them. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  in  favor  of 
taking  the  five  hundred  additional  copies  if  I 
can  have  any  assurance  that  the  State  will  not 
have  to  pay  for  the  composition  the  second  time. 
The  convention  will  remember  that  the  number 
which  we  first  ordered  to  be  printed — three 
thousand — was  afterward  reduced  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred, when  a  majority  of  the  convention  thought 
that  we  were  morally  and  legally  bound  to  live 
up  to  that  contract.  I  understand  that  the  prin- 
ters have  now  taken  upon  themselves  the. re- 
sponsibility of  publishing  five  hundred  addi- 
tional copies,  expecting  that  there  would  be  a 
demand  for  them.     Unless  I  can  have  some  as- 
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surance  that  we  are  to  have  these  five  hundred 
copies  upon  the  same  terms,  and  that  we  are  not 
to  be  charged  for  double  composition,  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  resolution,  and  stall  be  compelled 
to  vote  for  the  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
it  which  provides  for  obtaining  five  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
men who  are  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  until 
we  can  hear  from  the  printers  definitely  upon 
this  subject. 

It  is  true  there  may  be  a  question  whether, 
under  this  contract,  they  would  have  the  right 
to  print  an  additional  number  of  copies.  The 
contract  provides  that  the  work,  during  its  pro- 
gress, and  after  its  completion,  shall  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  State  ;  but  that  is  a  legal  question, 
which,  perhaps,  we  cannot  solve  here,  or,  if  we 
could  solve  it,  it  would  not  be  binding  upon  the 
courts.  We  have  no  right  to  make  a  law  or  de- 
cide upon  the  character  of  the  contract  we  have 
made.  I  would  suggest  to  gentlemen  that  it 
would  be  better  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table,  until  we  can  ascertain  from  the  publish- 
ers whether  they  are  willing  to  let  us  have  the 
five  hundred  additional  copies  without  paying 
for  double  composition.  I  move,  therefore,  to 
lay  these  resolutions  upon  the  table  for  the 
present.  I  will  vote  for  procuring  the  five  hun- 
dred additional  copies  if  we  can  get  tLem  upon 
the  same  terms  that  we  pay  for  the  copies  we 
have  already  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  and  it  waa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  the 
special  committee  be  instructed  to  correspond 
with  the  printers — Messrs.  Luse,  Lane  &  Co., — 
in  relation  to  procuring  these  five  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Reports  on  Education  and  School  Lands. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  that  both  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  reports  of  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands,  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  report  on  next  Monday. 

Mr.  GlLLASPy.  Before  that  motion  is  put  I 
wish  to  ofi'er  a  substitute  for  the  subject  matter 
under  consideration,  so  that  it  may  go  with  that 
report  to  the  committee.  It  is  substantially  the 
article  in  the  old  constitution,  though  with  some 
amendments.  For  the  first  section  of  the  arti- 
cle on  education  in  the  old  constitution,  which 
provides  for  the  election  of  a  superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  propose  the  following: 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the 
election  by  the  people  of  a  Board  of  Education, 
whose  terms  of  office,  compensation,  powers,  and 
duties,  shall  be  prescribed  by  law." 

Then  I  retain  the  remaining  sections  of  the 
article  until  I  come  to  the  fifth  section,  and  then 


854 


REPORTS  ON  EDUCATION  AND  SCHOOL  LANDS.     [85th  Day. 


Saturcla}', 


GILLASPY—UAKRIS— SKIFF— WILSON. 


[Feliruary  a  8th 


I  move  to  strikeout  the  words  "with  such 
branches;"  so  that  the  remaiuder  of  the  article 
■would  read  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  2.  The  General  Asscmblj-  shall  en- 
courasre,  by  all  suitable  mean>=,  the  promotion 
of  iuteliectual,  j^cieulilic,  moral,  and  .-.gricultural 
improvement.  The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that 
have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  this  State,  for  the  Mipport  of 
schools,  which  shall  hereafter  be  sold  or  dis- 
posed of.  and  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land  granted  to  the  new  States,  under  an  act 
of  Con>rress  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  Tands  among  the  several  States  of  the 
IJnion,  approved  A.  D.,  1841,  and  all  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  who  may  have  died  without 
leaving  a  will  or  heir,  and  also  such  per  cent,  as 
may  be  granted  by  Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands 
in  this  State,  shall  be  and  remain  a  perpetual 
fund,  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  all 
the  rents  of  the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other 
means  as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide, 
shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  common  schools  throughout  the  State. 

"Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
vide for  a  system  of  common  schools,  by  which 
a  -school  shall  be  kept  up  and  supported  in  each 
sciiool  distric,  at  least  three  months  in  every 
y -ar;  and  any  school  district  neglecting  to  keep 
up  and  support  such  a  school,  may  be  deprived 
of  its  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  public 
lund  during  such  neglect. 

"Sec.  4.  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by 
persons  as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  <"rom 
miUtary  duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines 
collected  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach 
of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied, 
in  the  several  counties  in  which  such  money  is 
paid,  or  fine  collected,  among  the  several  school 
districts  of  said  counties,  in  the  proportion  to 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  such  districts,  to 
the  support  of  common  schools,  or  the  establish- 
ment of  libraries,  as  the  General  Assembly  shall, 
fiom  time  to  time,  provide  by  law. 

"  Sec.  5.  The  General  .Assembly  shall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  reserved  or  granted  by  the 
U.iited  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
Stale  lor  the  use  of  a  University;  and  the 
funds' accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such 
lands  or  from  any  other  source,  lor  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund, 
the  interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  to  tiie 
support  of  said  University,  as  tlie  public  conve- 
nience may  hereafter  demand,  for  the  promotion 
of  literature,  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  terms  of  such  grant.  Audit 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gtneral  Assembly,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  » ITectual  lueaus  for 
the  improvement  and  permanent  security  of  the 
funds  of  said  University." 

1  make  this  motion  for  this  reason  :  I  believe 
the  cau.se  of  education  is  one  in  regard  to  which, 
above  all  others,  we  .should  not  be  bound  down 
by  too  many  coubtiluiioual  provisions,  and  es- 


pecially in  a  growing  state  like  this,  where  ne- 
cessarily various  changes  will  have  to  be  made 
in  tlie  system,  from  time  to  time.  The  general 
a'^sembiy  should,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  have 
power  over  this  matter.  I  hope  that  I  maybe 
allowed  to  offer  what  1  have  here  presented  as  a 
substitute  for  the  projiosition  now  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  may  be  referred  with  the 
reports  to  the  coiumittee. 

The  PRESIDE.NT.  The  chair  thinks  there 
was  an  amendment  pending  to  the  amendment  on 
yesterday,  and  therefore  the  proposition  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy]  could 
not  now  be  received,  but  the  committee  could 
be  instructed  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.     I  move  to  amend  the  motion 
!  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Warren   [.Mr.  Tod- 
1  hunter],  so  that  these  renorts  be  referred  back 
to  the  standing  committee   upon    this   subject, 
instead  of  being  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
The   members  of  the   standing  committee  have 
I  paid    more   attention  to   this    subject,    and  are 
I  better  prepared  to  know    what  the  feelings  of 
the  convention  are  upon  it  than  any  other  mem- 
bers here;  and,  therefore,  they  can  more  readily 
j  make  a  report  which   will  harmonize   with  the 
I  feelings  of    the    convention,  than    can  a  select 
i  committee.     It  will  be  a  saving  of  time  to  refer 
I  these  reports  back  to  the   standing  committee, 
and  we  will  accomplish  all  we  desire  to  uccom- 
]  plish  by  so  doing. 

Mr.  GlLL.lSPr.  I  hope  myself  that  these 
reports  may  be  referred  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  this  subject,  for  the  reason  that 
the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  — 
who  is  not  now  in  his  seat — has  given  this  sub- 
ject a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  would  be  glad 
to  have  these  reports  so  referred.  Let  them  go 
together,  and  let  the  committee  make  a  com- 
promise of  some  kind. 

Mr.  SlvlFF.  I  hope  these  reports  will  not  be 
referred  now.  There  was  a  new  matter  intro- 
duced yesterday  into  the  discussion  in  relation 
to  toe  disposition  of  the  school  fund,  upon  which 
there  seems  to  be  a  great  variety  of  opinions. 
It  strikes  me  that  we  might  just  as  well  come  to 
some  decision  upon  this  matter  now,  as  to  de- 
cide it  after  referetico  of  these  reports  to  a  spe- 
cial coiumittee,  or  to  the  present  standing  com- 
mittee upon  this  subject.  1  hope  that  the  motion 
to  refer  these  re>.'ort<  will  not  bo  pressed  until 
wo  have  had  a  further  interchange  of  opinion 
upon  this  subject  of  the  disposition  of  the  school 
funds.  I  do  not  think  that  the  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands  are  yet  nware 
whether  the  convention  desire  to  have  anew 
system,  or  continue  the  old  one,  so  far  as  retain- 
ing the  funds  in  the  ditl'erent  counties  of  the 
Slate  is  concerned.  I  hope  the  convention  will 
come  to  some  conclusion  upon  this  question  be- 
fore this  whole  matter  is  referred. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose,  [Mr. 
Harris]  will  noi  prevail,  and  that  the  motion  of 
thegenilcnianfro.il  Warren.  [Mr.  Todhunter] 
will  be  adopted.     1  cannot  see  ihe  necessity    or 
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propriety  in  sending  these  reports  back  to  the 
standing  comrai. tee  on  education  and  schoid 
lands.  Wo  liave  already  had  an  expression 
here  of  the  views  of  a  mnjority  of  the  convention 
upon  these  reports.  1  have  no  objection  to 
placing  the  gentleman  from  Dcs  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall]  upon  that  select  committee,  but  it  seems 
to  me,  if  we  refer  the.'e  reports  back  to  the 
standing  committee,  we  shall  probably  get  in 
substatice  what  we  have  already  had.  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  have  a  select  committee, 
composed  of  members  who  entertain  different 
views  upon  this  matter,  and  they  may  be  able  to 
present  a  report  upon  which  the  members  of  the 
convention  can  haimonize.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  report  we  have  been  considering,  so  far  as 
it  has  passed,  cannot  be  ordered  to  a  t  ird  read- 
ing. 1  am  sati.-fied.  too,  that  the  proposition 
oifered  by  the  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr.  John- 
ston] cannot  pass  the  convention,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  thiit  gentleman  is  not  at  all  disposed 
to  press  that  matter  at  present,  and  would  cer- 
tainly have  no  objection  to  his  proposition  be- 
ing referred  to  a  special  committee.  I  hope  that 
the  motion  to  refer  these  reports  to  a  special 
committee  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  referred  at  all.  I  have  inflexibly  voted 
against  the  reference  of  any  subject  to  a  select 
committee,  after  it  ha?  been  acted  upon,  and  re- 
ported by  a  standing  committee.  It  has  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  here  that  a  reference  of  thi.s 
matter  would  save  time.  The  reasoning  to  my 
mind  is  perfectly  fallacious,  for  I  have  observed 
that  on  every  occasion  when  we  have  had  re- 
ports from  select  com-i  ittees,  a  great  deal  of 
time  has  been  occupied  in  discussions,  and  I 
think  probably  a  good  deal  more  than  would 
have  been  the  case,  had  the  reports  been  allowed 
to  take  their  usual  course. 

I  have  also  noticed  from  the  past  action  of 
thecuuveution,  that  a  proposition  introduced 
here  by  a  single  member  of  the  convention  has 
just  as  much  influence  as  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. 1  do  not  think  that  the  reports  or  opin- 
ions of  any  committee  have  governed  this  con- 
vention very  much  I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
fer these  reports  will  not  be  agreed  to.  If  they 
should  he  referred,  I  would  inquire  what  busi- 
ness is  there  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  conven- 
tion to-day.  We  have  already  adopted  a  reso- 
lution to  adjourn  on  Wednesday  next,  and  I 
think  the  convention  will  fiud  plenty  to  do  next 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  "Wednesday,  if  this  mat- 
ter is  disposed  of  to-day. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  presume  there  is 
no  wish  on  the  part  of  any  member  here  to  do 
anything,  in  connection  w;th  this  matter,  which 
will  infringe  upon  the  province  of  the  standing 
committee.  We  have  all  listened  to  the  discus- 
sions that  have  taken  place  here  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  very  few  of  us  have  participated  in 
them,  for  they  have  been  mainly  confined  to  the 
members  composing  the  majority  and  minority 
of  the  standing  comraiuee  We  have  now  gone 
through  with  the  majority  report,  and  have  con- 


sidered it  fully  ;  but  still,  after  having  done  so, 
and  having  made  the  necessary  amendments, 
many  members  feel  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  feel 
as  though  they  were  taking  a  leap  in  the  dark. 

I  suppose  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter,]  in  making  his  motion 
to  refer  this  matter  to  a  select  committee  is, 
that  they  may  take  the  reportasit  is  now  amend- 
ed, give  It  full  consideration,  examine  it  care- 
fully, and  prepare  a  report  for  submission  to  this 
body,  which  shall  reconcile  the  differences  that 
now  exist  between  the  friends  of  the  systems 
that  have  been  advocated  here.  To  send  this 
subject  back  to  the  same  committee  that  made 
these  reports,  would  bring  back  upon  us  sepa- 
rate reports  again.  If  they  have  been  divided 
once,*they  will  in  all  probability  continue  to  be 
divided. 

If  the  members  of  this  committee  should  re- 
quest that  it  might  be  re-committed  to  them,  or 
if  the  chairman  of  the  committee  were  to  get 
up  and  move  that  it  might  be  re-comm'tted  to 
that  committee,  and  assure  us  that  there  was  a 
prospect  of  their  uniting  unanimously  in  pre- 
senting a  report  to  us,  I  would  then  go  for  the 
recommitment.  Otherwise,  if  this  matter  goto 
that  committee,  it  should  go  with  instructions. 
Aside  from  that,  if  we  are  to  send  this  matter  to 
a  committee  at  all,  I  should  suppose  we  had  bet- 
ter select  an  independent  committee  from  other 
members  of  the  Convention,  who  have  not  par- 
ticipated in  this  matter  at  all. 

Mr.  EDWARUo.  As  a  member  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  education  and  school  lands,  I 
have  taken  no  part  in  the  discussion  at  all,  and 
i  have  not  been  fully  committed  to  either  the 
majority  or  the  minority  report.  I  was  willing 
to  wait  until  the  matter  was  freely  discussed, 
and  then  aid  and  assist,  if  I  could,  to  cora[)ro- 
raise  this  matter  between  the  two  gentlemen 
who  have  presented  these  two  reports,  and  dis- 
pose of  the  matter  as  soon  as  possible.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Appanoose,  [Mr.  Harris,]  is  woithy  of 
consideration.  Upon  the  question  which  has 
been  at  issue  between  the  gentleman  from  Scott, 
[.Mr.  Ells,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ues  Moines, 
[.Mr.  Hall,]  who  is  reported  to  be  the  author  of 
the  majority  report,  they  have  so  far  compro- 
mised that  they  believed  the  question  was  set- 
tled. The  onlj'  obnoxious  provisions  t';at  have 
been  introduced  in  the  report  have  been  intro- 
duced by  other  gentlemen  in  the  convention, 
and  not  by  the  friends  of  the  two  reports.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  best  plan  to  settle  this  dif- 
ficulty would  be  to  refer  this  matter  back  to  the 
standing  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
friends  of  both  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports will  go  to  work  and  make  a  proper  com- 
promise, lopping  off  these  obnoxious  provisions 
which  were  made  by  gentlemen  who  were  not 
members  of  the  committee.  I  think  the  i-efer- 
ence  of  this  subject  to  the  standing  committee 
will  greatly  expedite  our  business. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  Every  member  of  the  conven- 
tion has  discovered,  probably,  thai   the  issues 
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presented  here  have  been  mainly  between  the 
members  of  the  standing  committee.  Thej  have 
probably  discovered  another  thing,  that  during 
the  discussion  ot  this  subject,  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise has  grown  up  between  the  contending 
portions  of  that  committee,  favorable  to  a  cor- 
rect understanding  of  the  questions  involved. 
It  strikes  me  that  no  committee  can  be  raised 
that  would  be  better  prepared  to  make  a  system 
acceptable  to  the  convention  than  that  commits 
tee  which  has  considered  this  subject  most.  It 
would  seem  like  opening  a  new  subject  to  refer 
this  matter  to  a  select  committee,  and  they 
would  in  all  probability  bring  in  a  proposition 
here  entirely  new  to  us. 

And  further,  I  would  say,  that  those  who  had 
engaged  in  tht  discussion  of  this  subject,  and 
especially  the  members  of  the  committee,  have 
become  a  good  deal  attached  to  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  reports,  but  not  so  much  to  the 
details.  A  select  committee  might  change  the 
aspect  of  this  matter  entirely.  If  members  of 
the  convention  suppose  that  we  are  going  to 
give  up  the  vital  principles  which  are  here  re- 
ported, tiiey  are  certainly  mistaken.  The  feel- 
ing that  has  grown  up  in  this  convention  in  re- 
lation to  school  matters,  is  not  going  to  be  sac- 
rificed, though  a  select  committee  be  appointed. 
I  shall  anticipate  the  consumption  of  two  days 
more  time,  if  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
upon  this  subject.  If  the  convention  shall  see 
proper  to  refer  this  subject  back  to  the  standing 
committee,  leaving  me  off  that  committee,  1 
shall  have  no  serious  objection  ;  but  I  do  most 
seriously  protest  against  referring  this  matter  to 
a  select  committee,  whose  report  when  made 
will  consume  two  or  three  days  of  our  time, 
which  is  now  getting  to  be  so  precious. 

■\Ve  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  matured  every 
part  of  this  article  and  deliberately  considered 
it ;  but  some  things  still  remain  in  it  which  are 
objectionable  to  a  portion  of  the  convention. 

Let  the  article  be  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee then  and  thoy  will  no  doubt,  in  a  spirit 
of  compromise,  agree  upon  a  report  which  will 
fully  harmonise  the  views  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  am  opposed  to  recom- 
mitting this  subject ;  but  from  what  I  have  heard, 
from  two  members  of  the  committee  [Messrs. 
Edwards  and  .Marvin,]  I  am  willing  to  yield  my 
objections,  provided  the  report  be  referred  to 
the  same  committee  that  reju)rtcd  it.  I  think 
our  busine.-is  will  be  more  lacilitatid,  if  this 
matter  bo  referred  to  the  standing  committee, 
than  it  would  be  by  referring  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  for,  as  has  been  very  properly  remarked, 
ft  select  committee  composed  of  nicnibers  of  the 
convention  other  than  those  who  won^  upon  the 
regular  committee,  would  present  an  entirely 
new  system,  which  would  occu[)y  several  clays' 
time  of  the  convention  to  considiT.  A  spirit  of 
compromise  was  evinced  yesterday  between  the 
friends  of  the  two  reports,  which  will  induce 
them  lo  compromise  this  matter,  if  it  bo  recom- 
mitted to  tiiem.  I  shall  vote,  therefore,  agaiust 
the  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee. 


Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  cannot  consent  that 
this  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee again.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  difficulty, 
from  which  we  wish  to  relieve  ourselves,  might 
be  obviated  now.  This  report  has  now  under- 
gone several  changes.  Several  important 
amendments  have  been  made  to  it ;  several 
clauses  stricken  out,  and  others  added.  In  all 
this  I  see  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  this  com- 
mittee to  compromise  Gentlemen  are  certainly 
very  much  mistaken  when  they  say  that  two  or 
three  days  time  will  be  spent  in  the  discussion 
and  consideration  of  the  report  which  a  special 
committee  might  make  upon  this  subject.  This 
special  committee  may  make  a  report  upon  which 
they  will  agree,  in  a  few  iiiinutes.  If  we  refer 
it  back  to  the  same  committee,  we  will  have  a 
report  something  of  the  same  chtiracler  that  we 
now  have.  We  have  no  assurance  that  this 
committee  will  agree,  and  that  they  will  com- 
promise upon  any  measure  or  point  that  is  now 
at  issue  between  the  members  of  the  convention. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects 
which  can  engage  the  attention  of  the  conven- 
tion. If  we  make  any  changes  in  the  school 
system,  they  should  be  for  the  better.  I  would 
rather  fall  back  upon  the  old  system  than  adopt 
the  system  now  before  us.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  report  in  its  present  shape  cannot  pass  the 
convention,  but  will  be  rejected  finally.  We 
might  go  on  and  spend  two  or  three  days  more 
upon  this  matter,  and  then  it  would  be  voted 
down,  and  especially  with  this  last  clause  which 
has  been  added  by  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee with  regard  to  the  absorption  of  the 
school  fund.  That  must  necessarilj'  and  una- 
voidedly  weigh  down  this  report,  so  that  it  will 
be  rejected  by  the  convention. 

The  only  method,  it  seems  to  me,  now  left  to 
reconcile  the  conllicting  opinions  of  the  conven- 
tion upon  this  subject,  is  to  refer  it  to  a  speci  vl 
committee.  Let  them  report,  and  if  their  report 
should  be  objectionable,  it  can  be  amendeil  or 
rejected  entirely  and  something  else  substituted 
in  its  place.  I  think  a  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  select  committee  is  the  only  way  in  which 
we  can  readily  and  satisfactorily  dispose  of  this 
matter. 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  hope  this  m  atter  will  be  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  leaving  oft"  every 
member  of  the  standing  committee  on  education 
and  the  school  lands.  1  hope  it  will  go  to  a 
committee  of  wise  men,  who  will  take  the  plains 
to  e.xamine  this  subject  carefully,  and  report  a 
system  that  will  prove  acceptable  to  the  people 
of  the  State.  I  voted  yesterday  against  my  own 
proposition  without  explaining  why  I  cast  such 
a  vote.  I  voted  against  it  because  I  wished  to 
leave  this  matter  open,  aud  if  wo  could  so  change 
and  modify  this  report  of  the  majority  as  to 
make  it  acceptable  to  the  ])oople  of  the  State,  I 
should  prefer  it  to  my  own.  I  should  have  vo- 
ted against  the  majority  report,  but  the  chair- 
man, [Mr.  Hall,]  has  made  so  many  concessions, 
yielding  almost  every  point  I  contended  for  in 
the  minority  report,  that  1   did  not  feel  like    do- 
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ing  so.  But  in  so  voting  I  did  not  intend  to 
commit  myself  to  this  majority  report  any  fur- 
ther than  it  can  be  made  acceptable  to  myself. 
I  hope  this  matter  will  go  to  a  select  committee, 
and  that  they  may  make  a  report  which  will 
prove  acceptable  to  the  convention. 

Jlr.  HARRIS.  I  ask  permission  to  withdraw 
the  motion  I  made,  to  refer  this  report  to  the 
standing  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  granting  leave  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  taken  no 
special  part  in  this  discussion,  and  I  do  not  feel 
committed  to  either  of  the  f-ystems  reported 
here.  One  thing  is  settled  by  this  convention, 
and  that  is,  that  we  will  provide  for  a  board  of 
education,  which  is  to  have  the  management  and 
control  of  the  school  interests  of  this  State.  I 
must  confess  that  my  objections  to  the  majority 
report  have  been  in  some  degree  modified  by 
the  amendments  that  have  been  made  to  it,  but 
yet  it  does  not  satisfy  my  mind.  My  main  ob- 
jection is  10  the  details  contained  in  it. 

I  desire  to  have  it  put  in  some  different  shape, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  am  in  favor  of  referring 
this  subject  to  the  standing  committee  on  edu- 
cation and  school  lands.  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
course,  first,  because  I  think  it  would  be  un- 
courteous  to  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
[Mr.  Hall,]  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  to  refer 
it  to  any  other  committee.  He  has  manifested, 
all  through  this  discussion,  very  great  interest 
in  the  subject  of  education.  It  is  evident  from 
the  remarks  he  has  made,  that  he  has  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  its  consideration,  and  lam 
free  to  confess  that  in  the  discussion  he  has  dis- 
played a  great  deal  of  ability.  He  is  not  present 
now  to  express  his  views  in  reference  to  this 
question  of  reference,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
so  uncourteous  as  in  his  absence  to  refer  this 
subject  to  another  committee.  We  have  a  pre- 
cedent before  us  in  the  previous  action  of  the 
convention.  A  few  days  ago  the  article  on  the 
judiciary,  after  it  was  changed  by  the  conven- 
tion, was  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  be 
put  into  proper  shape.  That  committee  felt 
bound,  by  the  votes  of  the  convention,  to  report 
such  a  system  as  would  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  body.  I  think  the  school  committee,  after 
the  votes  which  have  been  given  here,  and  the 
expression  which  has  been  had  here  upon  this 
subject,  win  have  no  difficulty  in  putting  this 
report  in  such  shape  that  it  will  finally  pass  the 
convention. 

I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the 
amendment,  by  adding  the  following  instruc- 
tions, viz  :  "  To  consider  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding for  the  election  or  appointment  of  the 
board  of  education,  according  to  population, 
and  fixing  the  number  of  members  of  said  board, 
with  power  in  the  general  assembly  to  proA'ide 
for  an  increase  of  said  board,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  state  may  require." 

The  article  now  provides,  that  the  board  shall 
consist  of  one  member  from  each  judicial  dis- 


trict. I  am  opposed  to  constituting  the  board 
in  this  way,  for  a  board  so  constituted  will  not 
represent  the  people  of  the  state  equally.  The 
eastern  districts  will  all  of  them  contain  a  much 
larger  population  than  the  western  districts ; 
and  as  this  is  a  representative  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  as  there  are  no  reasons  satisfactory 
to  my  mind,  why  this  board  should  not  be  con- 
stituted according  to  population,  and  why  the 
people  of  the  state  should  not  be  represented,  1 
am  opposed  to  the  plan  of  having  this  board 
represented  by  judicial  districts.  Such  a  repre- 
sentation is  not  fair  and  just,  and,  to  my  mind, 
the  effect  of  it  will  be  to  excite  opposition 
against  the  constitution. 

Again,  the  proposition  leaves  the  number  of 
members  of  the  board  indefinite.  The  legisla- 
ture at  some  session  for  ihe  purpose  of  accom- 
plishi"  g  some  particular  object,  may  do  as  they 
did  this  last  winter,  increase  the  number  of  ju- 
dicial districts.  I  would  prefer  to  see  this  board 
constituted  according  to  population,  with  power 
in  the  general  assembly  to  increase  the  number 
of  the  members  of  the  board,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  state  may  require.  I  desire  that  the 
subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  shall  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider this  subject,  so  as  to  make  the  system 
which  they  shall  report  as  perfect  as  possible. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  and  it  was 
agreed  to,  upon  division,  ayes  16,  noes  11. 

The  motion  to  refer,  as  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  now  move  my 
instructions,  which  I  suppose  will  be  in  order  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  education  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  election  or  appointment  of  a  board 
of  education  upon  the  basis  of  population,  and 
fixing  the  number  of  said  board,  with  power  in 
the  general  assembly  to  provide  for  the  increase 
of  said  board,  as  the  necessities  of  the  state 
may  require." 

The  quest  on  being  then  taken,  the  motion 
was  agref  d  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON, 

The  committee  were  instructed  to  report  on 
next  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  incorporating  the  following  provision  in  the 
article  referred  to  them  : 

"  The  general  assembly  shall  provide  by  law 
for  the  election  of  a  board  of  education,  one 
member  of  ■which  shall  be  elected  from  each  ju- 
dicial district,  and  shall  be  eu-ojicw  trustees  of 
the  State  University.  They  shall  have  control 
of  the  educational  interests  of  the  state,  and 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  secretary  of  the 
board,  who  shall  be  the  executive  oiBcer,  and 
perform  such  duties  as  may  be  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  said  board  or  the  laws  of  the  state. 
The   other  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  board 


858 


INCORPORATIONS. 


[35t,h  Day. 


Saturday] 


WILSON— "WINCHESTEU— SOLOMON— CLAKKE,  of  J.,  ic.  [February  28tli 


of  trustees  shall   be  sach  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law." 

The  question  being  taken,  tho  motion  was 
agreed  to,  ayes  17,  noes  2. 

Mr.  WILSON.  For  the  purpose  of  harmon- 
izing the  views  of  the  committee,  they  having 
disagreed  in  their  former  report,  I  move  that 
two  members  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Tlie  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Todhunter 
and  Mr.  Gillaspy  upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER  offered  the  following  re- 
solution : 

"Besolved,  That  the  committee  on  educati'^n 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  an  officer  in  each  county,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  teachers,  and  to 
give  certificates  of  qu  lification.'' 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SOLOMON  subsequently  offered  the  fol- 
lowing re.-olution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  education 
be  instructed  to  report  in  favor  of  a  gradual 
collection  of  the  school  fund  of  this  state,  and  i 
loaning  the  same  with  interest  for  a  series  of 
years  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and  for  any 
other  pur[)0.«e." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Incorporations. 

Mr.  CLAT^KE.  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  incmbers  of  the  convention 
to  the  artich'  upon  incorporations  as  it  has  been 
printed  and  laid  upon  our  t;ible  since  its  pass- 
age ;  and  particularly  to  section  six,  which  reads 
as  follows  : 

"  Sec.  6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section,  the  General  As^(■mbly  may  pi-o- 
vide  for  the  establisiinicnt  of  a  State  B.mk  with 
branches,  in  addition  to  banks  provided  for  by 
general  law." 

The  question  in  my  mind  is  ns  to  tho  con- 
Btructioii  which  this  section  will  bear;  whether 
it  will  not  of  necessity  comjiel  the  legislature  to 
))rovide  for  a  system  of  free  banking,  before  the 
State  Bank  with  branches  can  be  created.  If 
that  should  l)e  tlie  construction,  it  would  not  be 
in  accf)rdancc  with  what  1  understand  to  have 
been  tiie  intention  of  the  convcnlidn.  It  was 
intended  to  leave  it  to  the  General  A?<sembly  to 
choose  between  these  two  systems  of  banking. 
I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention 
to  the  ambiguity  of  the  language,  that  it  may 
be  corrected. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  was  tho  intention  of  the 
cominiltee  to  leave  it  to  the  legislature,  that 
they  miplil  establish  a  free  baiiking  .«yslfm,  or 
a  Slate  Buuk  with  brunches,  or  both.     I  pre- 


sume that   was   the   intention   of   the  conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  suggest 
that  if  it  should  read  as  follows,  it  will  remove 
the  ambiguity : 

"Sec.  6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  section,  the  General  Assembly  may 
also  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  State 
Bank  with  branches.'' 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  suggest 
that  it  is  to  go  to  the  standing  committee  on  re- 
vision ;  and  that  it  may  be  expedient,  to  secure 
a  more  extended  criticism,  that  it  should  go  to 
the  standing  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  should  not  wish 
to  have  these  articles  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary.  It  would  put  upon  us  more 
labor  than  we  could  well  assume.  I  should  pre- 
fer that  the  artic'e  should  be  refeired  to  the 
committee  on  incorporations,  with  instructions 
so  to  amend  that  the  ambiguity  may  be  re- 
mo\  ed. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  is  probably  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  construction 
which  the  convention  intended  this  to  bear.  I 
presume  the  change  may  be  made  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  subject  is  not  before 
the  cinvention.  The  committee  on  revision  can 
take  the  responsibility  of  amending  it,  as  it  does 
not  change  the  sense. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Is  it  not  too  late? 
This  was  printed  by  the  order  of  the  committee 
on  revision,  and  is  their  report.  That  brings  it 
before  the  co::vention. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  state  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  that  these  amcmied  reports 
arc  printed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  to  suggest  any  further  correc- 
tions that  may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Very  well.  I 
will  leave  it  to  the  committee. 


Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  that  the  convention  resolve 
itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider 
tho  right  of  sutVrage. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  will  inquire  if  that  car- 
ries into  the  committee  of  the  whole  everything 
upon  tho  sul  ject,  the  report  of  the  stauding 
committee,  with  the  rest? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  only  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  Then  I  move  to  refer  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  everything  upon  that 
subject. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  accept  of  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 
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The  convention  then  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Winchester  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  right  of  suffrage. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  first  the  report  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  will  state,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  committee,  that  this  report  does 
not  contemplate  any  change  in  the  present  arti- 
cle upon  the  right  of  sutlVage.  It  recommends 
the  adoption  of  the  second  article  of  the  old 
constitution ;  and  gentlemen,  by  referring  to 
that,  may  have  the  subject  before  them.  I  ask 
that  it  be  taken  up  by  sections. 

Residence  of  Voters. 

Section  one  was  read  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  jears, 
"who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  Stale  six 
months  next  preceding  the  elect. on,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote  twenty 
days,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections 
■which  are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized 
by  law." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "  six  months,"  and  to  insert  "  one  y<  ar,"  so 
as  to  require  residence  in  the  State  for  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,  before  a  man  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote. 

I  think  that  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
devolving  upon  this  convention  is  the  protection 
of  the  ri^ht  of  suffrage.  However  proper  it 
may  have  been  in  the  early  history  of  this  State 
to  provide  that  a  six  months'  residence  in  the 
Stute  should  give  a  cit'zen  a  right  to  vote,  I 
think  that  with  our  present  population,  and  the 
probable  rapid  increase  of  that  population,  we 
should  increase  the  time  during  which  parties 
should  remain  here  before  they  can  become  en- 
titled to  exercise  and  enjoy  the  rights  of  citizens. 
I  think  the  great  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
State  require  it,  and  I  can  see  no  feasible  objec- 
tion to  it.  I  find  upon  an  examination  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  States,  as  given  in  the  vol- 
ume which  is  upon  the  table  of  every  member,  in 
seventeen  States  of  the  Union,  one  year's  resi- 
dence is  required  to  constitute  an  elector.  In 
four  Statis  two  years  are  n quired.  In  six 
States  a  residence  of  only  six  months  is  required. 
Among  those  which  require  a  residence  of  one 
year,  are  nearly  all  of  the  western  Staffs— In- 
diana, Illinois,  Ohio.  I  believe  all  require  a 
year's  residence.  I  do  not  propose  tc  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  question,  but  merely  to  state 
as  my  reasons  for  this  motion,  that  it  will  do  no 
harm,  and  will  probably  protect  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  State. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman, 
for  I  think  it  will  do  no  good,  and  may  do  harm. 


I  understand  that  any  person,  before  be  can 
be  a  voter,  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  another  qualificatioa.  He 
must  be  a  bonafide  and  permanent  settler  in  the 
State.  Now  when  a  man  comes  here  who  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  intends 
to  make  this  his  home,  I  do  not  understnnd  why 
he  is  not  just  as  well  qualified  to  vote  nfttr  six 
months  residence,  as  alter  he  has  resided  heie  a 
year  or  two  years.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  some  poi-tions  of  the  State  we  have  still 
as  heavy  an  immigration  from  the  old  States  as 
existed  in  the  older  counties  at  the  time  when 
our  present  constitution  was  adopted.  If  this 
rule  acted  beneficially  when  it  was  adopted 
Fome  ten  years  ago,  it  would  act  beneficially 
upon  us  to-day.  Those  who  come  from  the 
older  States  are,  I  think,  a  clnss  of  citizens  who 
should  not  be  deprived  of  voting  for  a  whole 
year.  I  do  not  know  what  new  objection  there 
is  to  allowing  a  man  who  has  bf^en  in  the  State 
for  six  months,  who  was  a  resident  of  the  United 
States  before  he  came  here,  and  who  declares 
his  intention  of  permanently  remaining  here,  to 
vote.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail ; 
for  I  think  it  will  cut  oft'  from  the  privilege  of 
voting  a  large  and  worthy  class  of  men,  who 
would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  cannot  see  the  propriety 
of  making  so  many  radical  changes  in  the  old 
constitution  as  are  proposed  here  from  day  to 
day  to  be  made.  This  one  propo^iIion,  extend- 
ing the  time  to  a  year,  may  aft't-ct  a  great  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Presidential  election,  if  upon  no  other.  I  think 
a  man  coming  from  any  other  State  in  this  Union 
into  Iowa,  and  living  here  for  six  months,  or 
eight  months,  would  be  just  as  competent  to  vote 
upon  the  Presidential  question,  one  of  tie  great- 
est questions  connected  with  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, as  if  he  had  lived  here  a  year  or  two  years. 
We  are  a  new  State,  filling  up  rapidly  ;  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  depriving  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  the  righ'  to  vote  at  elec- 
tions of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  well  understood  in  this 
country  that  the  votes  for  the  officers  of  the 
country  are  usually  rast  upon  party  grounds. 
Parties  are  arrayed  against  each  other  in  this 
State,  as  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  upon 
what  they  conceive  to  be  great  principles.  A 
gentleman  coming  into  this  State,  and  living  in 
the  community  for  a  period  of  six  months,  un- 
derstanding beforehand  the  pi'inciples  at  issue, 
and  the  differences  between  the  two  great  po- 
litical parties  of  the  country,  is  just  as  well  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  men  to  carry  out  those  princi- 
plee  which  he  adopts,  as  he  would  be  if  he  were 
to  remain  twelve  months  before  being  allowed  to 
vote.  Without  detaining  the  commiitee  any 
further.  I  will  merely  say  that  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  for  this  simple  reason. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  change  proposed  to  be  made.  I  believe  it 
is  bad  policy,  anti-democratic,  anti-republican, 
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and  opposed  to  the  principles  of  a  liberal  gov- 
ernment, to  disfranchise  an  American  citizen  in 
any  case  further  than  there  is  a  valid  necessity 
for  it.  I  can  see  no  necessity  for  saying  that  a 
person  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  recognized  to  be  such  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  when  he  changes  his  domioil, 
when  he  changes  h  s  place  of  residence  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  shall  be  required  to  live  in  this 
State  one  year,  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of 
the  rights  of  an  American  citizen,  deprived  of 
the  elective  franchise  for  twelve  months,  simply 
because  he  has  changed  his  place  of  residence 
from  one  State  to  another.  If  the  gentleman 
who  proposed  this  change,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, will  give  a  goo  i  reason  for  it,  I  will  vote 
for  it ;  but  without  some  good  reason,  I  shall 
look  upon  the  change  as  an  arbitrary  exercise 
of  power,  to  which  I  shall  always  be  opposed, 
unless  I  can  see  a  necessity  for  it. 

When  a  person  comes  from  any  other  state 
into  Iowa,  the  only  reason  in  my  mind  why  there 
should  be  any  limitation  upou  his  right  of  im- 
mediate suffrage,  is  that  we  may  ascertain 
whether  it  is  his  purpose  in  coming  here  to  be- 
come a  permanent  resident  or  not.  We  ought 
not  to  extend  tlie  elective  franchise  to  those  who 
would  come  here  for  the  mere  purpose  of  voting, 
and  return  again.  The  only  object  of  a  limita- 
tion is  to  keep  out  persons  who  are  not  actual 
settlers,  who  are  not  actually  residents  of  the 
state.  If  a  person  comes  herewith  a  bona 
fide  intention  of  making  this  his  home,  if  he 
resides  here,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  he 
should  not  be  allowed  to  vote  here.  I  appre- 
hend that  six  months'  residence  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  test  as  effectually  the  intention  of  parties 
to  remain,  as  a  residence  of  twelve  months.  And 
if  it  will,  if  the  object  can  be  as  well  accomplish- 
ed by  leaving  the  restriction  at  six  months,  as 
by  increasing  it  to  twelve  raontlis,  I  am  opposed 
to  a  change.  I  think  six  months  is  long  enough. 
Our  state  is  rapidly  filling  up,  and  chielly  by 
immigration  from  the  older  states.  When  they 
come  here  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  resi- 
dence, and  when  they  have  attested  that  by  a 
residence  of  six  months,  I  believe  they  have  a 
right  to  vote.  I  think  we  should  allow  them  to 
exercise  that  right  I  believe  it  will  be  condu- 
cive to  bringing  immigrants  into  this  state  from 
other  states  ;  and  it  will  work  no  injustice  to 
any  man.  I  am  opposed  therefore  to  the 
change,  and  in  favor  of  retaining  six  months. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  am  also  opposed  to  the 
change  ;  and  1  found  my  reasons  for  this  oppo- 
sition upon  the  fact  that  it  proposes  a  radical 
change  in  the  constitution  under  which  we  have 
lived  for  ten  years,  during  wiiich  we  have  heard 
no  demand  from  the  people  for  a  change.  I 
oppose  the  amendment  also  from  other  reasons. 
Upon  looking  through  tlio  constitutions  of  the 
several  states  of  this  union,  I  find  a  very  great 
Bimiiinrity  between  them,  and  from  that  exam- 
ination I  am  led  to  conclude  that  a  longer  time 
than  six  months  residence  in  our  own  state  is 
unnecessary  to  qualify  a  citizen  of  another  state 


who  has  been  exercising  the  right  of  citizenship 
there,  under  its  constitution  and  laws,  so  simi- 
lar to  our  own,  to  perform  the  same  duties  here. 
The  only  serious  objection  to  placing  persons 
from  other  states  upon  an  equality  with  older 
citizens,  would  occur  in  ray  mind  in  allowing 
them  to  be  elected  to  oflBce.  It  is  understood 
that  we  provide  in  many  cases  that  they  shall 
not  hold  office  in  this  state  until  they  have 
resided  here  for  twelve  months.  That  pro- 
vision cuts  off  that  objection.  The  inducement 
to  office  seekers  to  come  here  and  stay  just  long 
enough  to  get  elected,  is  cut  off.  I  am  decided- 
ly opposed  to  the  amendment,  for  I  think  there 
is  no  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  argument  of 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  this  question, 
if  it  is  worth  anything,  goes  against  any  res- 
triction whatever.  This  restriction  does  not  im- 
peach a  man's  intelligence,  nor  his  integrity.  It 
is  simply  a  question  of  state  policy.  If  we  have 
no  questions  of  public  interest  here  which  It  is 
necessary  to  protect,  by  requiring  a  man  before 
he  shall  be  called  upon  to  act  upon  them  to  bo 
here  sufficiently  long  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  people,  and 
the  various  questions  of  state  policy,  then  there 
is  no  use  in  the  restriction  at  all.  This  restric- 
tion may  have  been  all  that  was  required  for 
a  new  state ;  but  I  think  it  is  not  a  sufficient 
restriction  for  a  state  containing  our  present  pop- 
ulation, and  with  the  numbers  of  people  coming 
in  from  other  states  which  are  now  cc^ming  in. 
I  do  not  fancy,  when  a  man  comes  here  from 
the  state  of '\'irginia,  or  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  or  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  that  he  knows 
all  about  the  |)ublic  interests  of  this  state,  and 
that  he  is  as  much  prepared  to  vote  in  relation 
to  these  public  interests  as  we  who  have  staid 
here  a  sufficient  le»^th  of  time  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  them.  I  do  not  presume,  and  it 
would  not  be  true  if  I  did,  that  when  a  man 
comes  here  and  becomes  a  citizen  of  this  state, 
his  first  business  is  to  sit  down  and  ascertain 
the  policy  of  the  state,  and  wherein  it  should 
be  changed.  That  is  about  the  last  thing  he 
would  do.  When  they  come  here,  the  first  few 
months  are  devoted  to  procuring  a  home  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  This  matter  of 
elections,  and  state  policy,  and  the  public  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  are  the  last  things   taken   up. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  there  are  seventeen 
states  of  this  Union  who  have  had  this  restric- 
tion. Now  I  think  we  should  have  it  as  a  matter 
of  state  equality.  If  one  of  our  citizens  moves 
across  the  Mississippi  to  the  state  of  Illinois, 
they  do  not  extend  to  him  the  privilage  of  voting 
upon  questions  c  nceruing  the  public  interests 
of  the  people,  until  he  has  resided  there  a  year. 
If  he  goes  further  south,  if  he  travels  across 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  enters  the  state  of 
Virginia,  he  has  to  remain  there  two  years  be- 
fore he  can  bo  permitted  to  vote.  So  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  so  in  nearly  all  the  slave  states,  two 
years  residence  is  required.  It  is  there  a  ques- 
tion of  public  policy.  It  is  a  question  of  state 
equality.     If  wo  permit  people  coming  hero  from 


85th  Day.] 


RESIDENCE  OF  VOTERS. 


861 


Saturday] 


CLARKE,  of  J.— CLARK. 


[February  38tli 


other  states  the  same  privileges  which  our  cit- 
izens enjoy,  when  they  go  to  these  states,  it  is 
all  they  can  ask. 

There  is  still  another  reason  for  the  change. 
A  rum  shijiild  live  here  not  only  long  enough 
to  know  something  about  the  public  policy  of 
the  state,  but  in  order  to  be  known  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides,  so  that  when  he 
goes  to  the  ballot  box  to  deposit  his  vote,  he 
may  be  known  ;  so  that  his  right  to  vote  may 
not  be  questioned,  or  if  questioned  shall  be  readi- 
ly substantiated.  I  regard  this  as  important  in 
protecting  the  integrity  of  the  ballot  box,  and 
the  right  of  suff\a-'e,  as  they  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected. The  experience  of  the  last  five  years  in 
the  state  of  Iowa  shows  that  the  right  of  suf- 
frage is  not  guirded  with  that  careful  scrutiny 
with  which  it  should  always  be  protected. 

These  restrictions  will  not  have  the  effect  of 
keeping  people  out  of  the  state.  Men  when  they 
come  here  expect  such  restrictions.  They  have 
been  accustomed  to  it  at  home.  There  is  no 
man  of  intelligence  who  does  not  agree  at  once 
with  the  propriety  of  the  restriction.  If  it  is 
proper,  and  if  the  history  of  legislation  in  this 
country  shows  it  to  be  proper,  why  should  we 
not  imitate  the  conduct  of  a  majority  of  the 
states  of  the  Union?  Gentlemen  have  hereto- 
fore been  willing  to  adopt  whatever  they  have 
found  in  the  constitution  of  other  states.  This 
proposition  has  precedent  to  sustain  it.  It  can- 
not be  said  to  be  new  and  untried,  because  we 
have  in  sunport  of  it,  a  largo  majority  of  the  free 
states  of  mis  Union,  while  the  southern  states 
impose  still  greater  and  heavier  restrictions. 
This  mwy  look  like  a  small  matter,  and  it  is 
when  applied  to  a  mere  county  or  school  dis- 
trict upon  an  ordinary  election.  But  it  is  not 
true  that  it  is  a  small  matter  when  applied  to 
the  whole  state.  We  have  great  state  interests 
Avhich  by  this  kind  of  voting,  may  be  voted  down 
and  destroyed.  This  is  a  question  of  consider- 
able consequence ;  and  I  hope  the  convention 
will  not  take  it  for  granted  that  because  we  have 
had  the  restriction  only  six  months  heretofore, 
it  must  necessarily  remain  so.  I  think  as  the 
population  of  the  state  increases,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  are  magnified,  this  res- 
triction ought  to  be  increased;  and  such  is 
the  policy  of  every  state  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  If  the  gentleman's 
theory  is  correct,  the  State  of  New  York  ought 
to  require  a  man  to  spend  six  or  eight  years 
there  before  he  could  be  allowed  to  vote.  If  our 
State  with  a  population  of  six  or  seven  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants,  requires  a  residence  of  a 
year,  the  great  State  of  New  York,  with  its  six 
millions  of  inhabitants,  should  require  a  resi- 
dence of  five,  six,  eight  or  ten  years,  because  the 
man  could  become  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
such  extended  wants  and  diversified  interests.  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  depends  at  all  upon  the 
number  of  votes  or  inhabitants  of  the  State  I 
have  paid  some  little  attention  to  the  rea.?ons 
my  friend  has  offered  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
time,  and  I  can  see  no  solid  foundation  to  them 
109 


In  the  first  place,  is  it  necessary  for  a  man  to 
live  in  the  State  a  year,  before  his  neighbors 
know  whether  he  is  a  permanent  resident  or 
not?  A  man  is  known  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  is  obliged  to  vote,  before  he  has  been 
there  six  weeks  ;  and  the  only  question  which 
comes  up  in  most  cases  is  whether  he  has  been 
there  six  months  or  not,  not  whether  he  is  ares- 
ident  there  or  not.  And  if  the  time  is  changed 
to  twelve  months  this  difficulty  is  rather  increas- 
ed than  diminished,  for  then  the  question  will 
come  up  whether  he  has  been  a  resident  twelve 
mouths  or  not,  especially  when  the  time  of  his 
residence  varies  but  a  few  days  or  a  week  from 
that  time.  These  questions  will  always  arise, 
whatever  the  time  you  shall  fix.  The  objection 
is  not  obviated  at  all  by  lengthening  the  time. 
Indeed,  the  longer  the  time  which  elapses  after 
the  pan  becomes  a  resident,  the  more  likely 
will  the  question  be  to  present  itself,  and  the 
more  difficult  to  prove  upon  what  day  he  com- 
menced his  residence. 

The  next  serious  objection  is  this :  that  for  the 
first  six  months  a  man  has  other  business  to  call 
for  his  attention,  and  that  he  does  not  become 
acquainted  with  the  laws,  the  policy,  or  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  State  until  afterwards,  but  after 
everything  else  has  been  disposed  of,  then  he  sits 
down  and  turns  his  attention  to  this  matter. 
This  has  not  been  my  experience.  It  has  been 
my  experience,  that  as  a  general  thing,  when 
people  move  from  an  old  to  a  new  State,  they 
sit  down  and  look  over  the  institutions  of  the 
new  State  to  which  they  propose  to  move,  ex- 
amine the  policies  of  the  different  States,  .and 
the  spirit  that  pervades  the  constitution  and 
laws,  before  they  decide  to  move  at  all.  I  know 
I  did  it,  and  my  neighbors  did  it,  before  they 
left  the  old  States.  Thi  policy  of  a  State  has  a 
great  and  a  controlling  influence  in  determining 
such  persons  as  to  the  State  in  which  they  will 
settle  in  going  west.  If  the  policy  of  a  State  is 
found  not  to  be  liberal,  it  has  a  great  influence 
in  determining  people  from  the  east  to  seek 
some  other  residence.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
nine  cases  out  often  these  emigrants  from  other 
States  understand  the  policy  of  our  State  before 
they  come  here,  as  well  as  after  they  have  been 
here  a  year. 

The  gentleman  says  that  most  of  the  States 
require  a  year's  residence.  But  most  of  those 
States  are  the  old  Slates,  whose  constitutions 
were  framed  long  ago,  when  republicanism  and 
democracy  were  in  their  infancy,  when  it  was 
believed  that  there  were  a  great  many  men  who 
were  not  capable  of  self-government,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  put  ail  these  restrictions  and 
checks  around  it.  This  disfranchisement  of  the 
new  residents  will  be  found  to  be  curtailed  in 
the  new  States,  which  have  more  recently  come 
into  existence,  many  of  which  have  reduced  it 
to  six  months.  Another  argument,  I  was  a  little 
astonished  that  the  gentleman  should  bring  up 
here.  While  the  nothern  States  have  so  gener- 
ally ad:»pted  one  year,  he  says  that  south  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's   line,  we  find   the  time  in- 
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created  to  two  years.  Is  the  gentleman  in  favor 
of  that  ?  Let  us  inquire,  where  are  the  most 
liberal  principles  advocated  and  carried  out,  in 
those  States  which  have  the  restriction  of  twelve 
mouths,  those  which  have  made  it  tweuty-four 
mouths,  or  those  which  have  reduced  it  to  six 
months?  And  if  you  carry  out  the  doctrines 
towards  which  this  change  tends,  where  will  it 
lead  you?  I  believe  that  six  months  is  all  the 
time  that  is  necessary  to  disfranchise  American 
citizens  and  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, merely  in  consequence  of  their  having 
ceased  to  live  in  another  State  and  come  into 
this.  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  twelve 
months,  no  valid  reason  for  it,  and  that  it  is 
wrong  in  principle.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  it. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

^Ir.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  "twenty,"  and  inserting  "six 
months,"  so  that  the  section  should  require  a 
re-idence  in  the  county  for  six  months  before 
the  party  should  be  entitled  to  vole. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  That  is  worse  than  the  other. 
Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  make  this  prop- 
osition in  good  faith,  and  because  I  think  that 
the  public  interests  of  the  State  require  it.  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  the 
fact,  that,  for  the  last  five  years,  it  has  been  a 
common  thing  for  elections  in  this  State  to  be 
carried  by  a  system  of  pipe-laying.  Gravi- 
charges  have  been  brought  against  both  parties, 
that,  upon  the  eve  of  an  election,  they  would 
send  men  into  the  different  counties  and  keep 
them  there  for  twenty  days  in  order  that  they 
might  be  (jualified  to  vote  there,  and  thus  those 
particular  districts  would  be  carried.  If  gen- 
tlemen sincerely  desire  to  protect  the  ballot-box 
from  these  outrages,  and  to  prevent  the  leading 
men  of  ei'her  party  from  engaging  in  this  kind 
of  fraud  upon  the  right  of  sutfrago,  I  trust  they 
will  unite  with  us  in  extending  this  time.  If 
six  months  is  too  long,  the  Convention  can  re- 
duce it ;  but  I  think  every  member  upon  this 
floor  will  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  ex- 
tending this  time  beyond  twenty  days.  At  the 
puggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr. 
Edwards,]  I  will  modify  my  amendment  and 
make  it  three  months.  It  is  my  own  opinion 
that  six  months  is  none  too  long. 

Mr.  CL.'^RKE,  of  Henry.  I  occupy  the  same 
position;  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  I  have 
heretofore  occupied,  that  of  extreme  liberality. 
1  fee  exactly  what  gentlemen  wish  to  attain  by 
this  amendment,  but  think  it  will  not  accomi)lish 
their  object.  I  think  there  is  only  one  way  for 
the  people  of  this  St/vtc  to  gain  the  object  which 
gentlemen  are  aiming  at;  and  that  is  by  provi- 
ding a  registry  law — for  I  may  as  well  come  out 
and  say  just  what  I  mean.  We  are  now  at  the 
advent  of  a  railroad  era.  There  is  a  large  float- 
ing i)opulation  who  care  not  in  what  State  or  in 
what  county  their  residence  may  be;  and  this  is  the 
material  with  which  demagogues  carry  on  their 
operations.     We  saw  this  at  the    last  election. 


We  see  it  in  every  election.  We  see  it  in  the 
public  papers  ail  over  the  country.  I  saw  it 
stated  in  the  Louisville  Journal  that  all  the  hands 
upon  the  public  works  in  that  State  had  been 
passed  over  into  Indiana,  where  their  votes  were 
required.  And  a  month  before  the  election  we 
saw  it  heralded  that  the  Empire  Club  had  gone 
over  from  New  York  City  and  colonized  around 
Philadelphia.  We  saw  it  proclaimed  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Illinois  that  this  floating  population 
was  coming  in  and  becoming  colonized  ;  and  I 
can  point  to  the  very  localities  and  the  changes 
made  in  the  votes  before  and  after  the  election, 
by  men  voting  under  the  laws  of  the  States 
where  they  had  no  right  to  vote.  These  are 
evils,  we  must  all  agree,  without  any  distinction 
of  party. 

The  gentleman  from  Appanoose,  [Mr.  Harris,] 
asked  mc  with  an  air  of  triumph,  if  I  did  not 
believe  in  what  was  called  the  Know  Nothing 
party.  I  told  the  gentleman  that  I  did  belong 
to  the  Know  Nothings,  and  that  I  am  still  just 
as  much  of  a  Know  Nothing,  in  that  respect,  as 
ever  I  was.  I  still  cling  to  the  American  piin- 
ciples,  as  I  understand  them,  but  not  as  they 
were  carried  out,  after  they  had  been  remould- 
ed to  suit  southern  masters  at  Cincinnati  and 
Philadelphia.  Then  I  left  them,  snd  have  nev- 
er had  anything  to  do  with  them  since.  The 
real  American  principles  are  simply  these  :  that 
there  are  great  evils  which  this  country  has  to 
suffer,  not  so  much  from  its  (bieign  vote,  not 
because  foreigners  were  allowed  to  pnrticipate 
in  the  blessings  of  the  government,  nJt  because 
they  are  permitted  to  hold  office,  bui  because  it 
so  happens  that  they  form  the  material  with 
which  demagogues  work.  Nobody,  who  has 
eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear,  can  for  a  moment 
be  mistaken  in  this  matter,  when  he  goes  into 
any  of  the  old  States.  I  tell  gentlemen  that  the 
time  is  coming  when  we  shall  feel  that  evil  here. 
Men  are  now  beginning  to  perceive  that  there 
must  be  some  guard,  more  than  we  now  have, 
or  our  ballot  boxes  will  not  be  secure.  I  see 
the  necessity  for  a  movement  in  this  direction, 
not  against  the  foreigner,  but  against  the  dema- 
gogues ;  against  Rynders,  and  men  of  that 
stamp,  who  associate  themselves  together  to  con- 
trol this  kind  of  vote — this  foreign  vote.  Gen- 
tlemen make  this  distinction  themselves,  when 
they  take  this  out  of  politics.  "When  they  go 
to  an  election  they  see  a  certain  body  of  men 
come  up  there  and  cast  their  vote  as  a  unit,  up- 
on one  or  the  other  side,  and  they  know  that 
those  men  are  casting  their  votes  under  the  di- 
rection of  leaders,  and  that  they  are  the  materi- 
al with  which  demagogues  work. 

I  stand  here  for  myself  nlone  in  this  particu- 
lar, representing  nobody  but  myself.  I  speak 
as  an  American  citizen,  when  I  say  that  this  is 
an  evil  to  be  deplored,  and  that  I  will  go  as  far 
as  he  wlio  dares  to  go  farthest  in  extending  to  all 
the  greatest  liberty,  when  they  will  cast  their 
votes  in  the  locality  where  they  belong,  when 
their  vote  is  not  transferred  from  one  district  to 
another,  in  order  to  turn  the  election.     You  will 
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nevfcr  find  me  to  retract  my  principles  of  allow- 
ing them  a  fair  and  honest  vote,  such  as  is  given 
to  every  other  citizen.  It  is  not  that  tliey  are 
allowed  to  vote  that  we  complain.  It  would  be 
unjust  to  deny  them  that  right.  But  we  com- 
plain of  an  absolute  evil  here,  that  these  votes 
can  be  shifted  from  one  state  to  another,  from 
one  district  to  another,  from  one  precinct  to  an- 
other, everywhere,  all  over  the  country.  And 
hence  it  is  thatpeoplehave  at  last  found  it  neces- 
snry  to  throw  around  the  ballot  box  these  re- 
strictions. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  whe- 
ther he  favors  this  restriction  or  opposes  it? 

Mr  CLARKE,  of  Henrv.  The  gentleman  will 
learn  before  I  get  through,  if  he  will  have  pa- 
tience. I  believe  the  gentleman  is  the  most  dif- 
ficult to  satisfy  upon  this  floor,  but  if  he  will 
wait  a  little  while,  he  will  learn  exactly  my  po- 
sition ;  and  I  suppose  that  is  what  he  is  after, 
as  he  took  pains  to  ask  me  about  it  the  other 
day. 

The  evil  is  the  shifting  of  the  vote  from  place 
to  place,  and  not  the  vote  itself.  When  a  pro- 
position is  made  requiring  a  residence  for  a  cer- 
tain specified  time  in  one  place,  it  is  to  prevent 
this  shifting  process.  It  is  supposed  that  if  we 
should  require  them  to  remain  in  the  precinct 
for  three  months  before  they  would  be  entitled 
to  vote,  they  could  not  remain  there  for  that 
length  of  time  before  the  election  unless  they 
wanted  to  secure  a  botia  fide  residence.  The 
politicians  and  demagogues  would  not  go  to 
work  so  long  beforehand,  to  say,  there  is  a  dis- 
trict where  the  democrats  have  a  majority  of 
five  hundred,  so  that  if  we  can  only  send  in  six 
hundred  republicans  there  we  can  carry  the 
election  ;  and  then  to  take  their  measures  to 
send  the  men  and  to  keep  them  there  for  that 
length  of  time.  The  gentleman  who  moves  the 
amendment  thinks  it  will  be  an  effectual  reme- 
dy for  the  evil  to  require  a  residence  of  three 
months,  because  the  demagogues  will  not  be 
prepared  to  go  into  these  calculations  and  ar- 
rangements so  long  before  the  election.  I  dis- 
agree with  him.  I  think  that  is  not  the  way  to 
reach  it.  I  think  that  whenever  an  important  can- 
vass is  approaching,  men  will  go  into  the  difi"er- 
ent  districts  and  claim  a  residence  there,  even 
three  months  before  the  time  of  the  election. 
But  if  you  establish  a  registry  system,  which 
no  honest  man  need  be  opposed  to,  there  need 
then  be  no  fear  of  permitting  all  classes  to 
vote,  even  including  the  colored  citizens.  If 
you  establish  the  law  that  every  man  who  goes 
to  establish  a  residence  shall  have  his  name  re- 
gistered as  a  voter,  then  I  think  you  will  have 
arrived  at  something  which  will  protect  the 
purity  of  the  ballot  box,  something  that  will 
be  a  check  upon  the  demagogues  who  trade  in 
votes. 

It  is  without  any  unkind  feelings,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  with  the  most  liberal  and  gener- 
ous feelings  toward  all  classes,  wishing  to  ex- 
lend  to  tlK-m  the  blessings  of  our  government, 
wishing  to  perpetuate    republican    institutions 


which  will  throw  around  them  safety  and  pro- 
tection, that  I  am  for  denying  to  them  that  which 
we  cannot  grant  while  we  would  preserve  the 
purity  of  our  ballot  box  and  system  of  voting  ; 
and  it  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  registry  system.  But  anything  that  looks 
to  cutting  off  American  citizens,  citizens  gf  the 
United  States,  either  of  adoption  or  native  born, 
who  are  honest  men,  from  voting  where  thyy 
belong  and  where  they  reside,  that  I  am  op- 
posed to.  I  agree  that  the  American  citizen 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote  for  ofBceis  of  the 
general  government.  1  wish  it  could  be  so  re- 
gulated that  this  right  could  be  exercised 
wherever  they  might  be.  But  then  comes  in 
that  other  evil,  that  it  will  allow  the  vote  to  be 
shifted  from  one  point  to  another,  and  thus  to  be 
used  to  turn  the  election  in  this  precinct  or  in 
that  precinct.  We  must  theiefore  have  these 
guards  and  checks  somewhere.  If  we  cannot 
have  it  in  regard  to  time,  let  us  have  it  in  re- 
gard to  a  registry  law,  which  I  think  more 
equitable,  and  more  certain  to  attain  the  object 
at  which  the  gentleman  is  aiming.  I  am,  there- 
fore opposed  to  extending  the  time,  but  in  favor 
of  registry  laws. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  think  the  question  was  very 
well  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose 
[Mr.  Harris,]  which  side  of  the  question  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke,]  was  upon. 
I  believe  he  has  argued  a  registry  law  bill  here. 
There  is  no  such  proposition  before  the  conven- 
tion. So  far  as  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  is  concerned,  I 
shall  certainly  oppose  it.  I  am  opposed  to  every- 
thing which  tends  to  impose  restrictions  upon 
the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  I  may, 
perhaps,  be  more  deeply  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion than  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  as  I  re- 
present a  portion  of  the  State  which  is  rapidly 
settling.  I  see  no  reason,  certainly  not  upon 
the  ground  of  capability,  for  preventing  a  citizen 
from  exercising  the  elective  franchise,  even  if  he 
should  not  happen  to  have  lived  in  the  country 
where  he  wants  to  vote,  for  a  period  of  three 
months.  If  it  comes  to  a  question  of  time,  I 
would  blot  it  out  altogether.  What  are  these 
county  lines,  and  what  are  these  counties,  po- 
litically ?  They  are  mere  organizations  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  State 
at  large.  A  man  who  has  resided  in  the  State, 
indentified  with  its  interests,  perhaps  for  twenty 
years,  if  he  happens  to  move  across  a  county 
line,  is  disfranchised.  This  is  all  wrong.  I 
would  blot  it  out,  so  as  to  give  to  the  man  who 
is  a  citizen  of  the  State,  who  is  identified  with 
all  its  interests,  the  right  to  vote  at  every  elec- 
tion, whenever  the  ballot-box  is  exhibited.  Why 
shall  we  establish  a  limit  of  three  months  ?  Dees 
this  three  months'  residence  in  a  particular 
county  render  him  any  more  capable  of  voting 
than  he  was  before?  W^hy,  sir,  twenty  days 
will  not  do  it.  Time  never  skills  a  man  in  poli- 
tical wisdom.  It  does  not  qualify  a  man  to 
cast  a  more  intelligent  vote — a  vote  better  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Slate.  th!ia 
he  would  have  cast  before.     The  only  question 
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I  would  ask  the  man  would  be:  Are  you  ia  fact .  where.     If  there  is  any  credit  and  glory  to  be 


obcained   by  that  course  of  couduct.    they  are 
welcome  to  it. 

Now,  I   apprehend   that  the  gentleman  from 


an  American  citizen  ?  So  far  as  the  time  re- 
quired for  residence  in  the  State  is  concerned, 
I  would  so  regulate  it,  if  I  could,  as  to  prevent 

the  exclusion  of  any  citizen  from  the  exercise  j  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris]  is  one  of  this  class.  I 
of  the  right  of  suffrage  so  far  as  the  adrainis- !  uiade  no  charge  of  pipe-laying  against  any  par- 
tration  of  the  national  government  is  concerned,  ty  ;  nor  did  1  admit  that  my  own  party  had  teen 
This  is  all  folly,  it  is  all  wrong,  to  say  that  any  tr\ulty  of  any  such  thing.  1  did  say  that  the 
man  in  the  Slate  shall  not  vote  for  President  of  charge  of  pipe-laying  had  been  mutually  han- 
the  United  States  because  he  does  not  happen  to  i  died  about  betweeu  the  two  parties,  but  as  to 
have  lived  in  the  State  for  six  months  or  a  year,  j  the  fact  whether  the  charge  was  true  or  not,  I 
But  since  there  must  be  a  line  somewhere,  since 
1  cannot  prevent  it.  I  shall  vote  for  the  shortest 
time  so  far  as  residence  in  the  State  is  concerned, 
and  the  shortest  possible  lime  so  far  as  residence 
in  the  county  is  concerned. 


did  not  undertake  to  deteimine. 

It  is  an  old  adage  that  he  who  first  cries  "stop 
thief''  is  pretty  apt  to  feel  some  consciousness  of 
guilt.     And  when  the  gentleman  undertakes  to 
argue  that  what  he  styles  my   admission  here  is 
There   is   nn   reason    in  the  argument  of  the  j  p,oof  that  the  parly  to  which  1  belong  is  guilty 
gentleman  so  far  as  pipe-laying  and  fraud  are  !  of  pipe-laying,  he  shows  a  consciousness  oi'guMt 
concerned.     These  are   things  you   cannot  pre-    himself,    "l  have  not  descended    to   anything  so 


vent.  Co)rup>iou  will  exist.  Provide  your  laws 
as  you  will,  you  cannot  entirely  prevent  it.  I 
am  therefore  in  favor  of  the  most  liberal  pro- 
vision', and  the  shortest  possible  time,  to  dis- 
pense, as  far  as  possible  and  as  often  as  possible, 
■with  every  infraction  of  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise. 

>rr.  HARRIS.  I  am  right  glad  that  my  friend 
from  Henry  [.Mr.  Clarke]  has,  even  at  so  late  a 
day  as  this,  answered  the  question  I  asked  him 
so   long  ago  ;    and    I  hope  my   uneasiness  and 


small  as  that.  1  trust  that  while  I  occupy  a  seat 
upon  this  lioor,  I  shall  not  act  as  has  the  gen- 
tleman, but  in  accordance  with  the  dignity  and 
the  i)ropriety  of  my  position  here. 

In  submitting  this  proposition  to  amend,  I  did 
so  because  1  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  do  so, 
and  because  my  constituents  felt  a  desire  for 
some  change  in  this  respect.  It  was  from  no 
partisan  motive  or  interest  that  1  did  so.  There 
is  a  reason  for  it,  and  that  reason  is  simply  this: 
we  are  about  to  inaugurate  a  new  public  policy  ; 


anxiety   has  not  been   troublesome  to  anybody  !  we  are  aiming  to  devise  a  system  by   which  the 
here,  unless,  perhaps,  to  the  gentleman  himself.  1  public  improvements   of  this  State  may  be  con- 


H"  I  could  have  been  rignt  well  convinced  that 
I  was  as  difficult  to  satisfy  as  is  that  gentleman, 
and  had  caused  the  rest  of  this  convention  as 
much  trouble  to  have  my  \  iews  harmonize  as  he 
has,  I  should  have  kept   myself  quiet  long  ago. 

As  to  the  charges  made  here  concerning  cor- 
ruption getting  into  our  elections,  and,  cotise- 
quenOy  that  changing  the  term  of  residence  is 
necessary,  1  have  only  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Johi'son  [Mr.  Clarke],  that  his  ailmission 
of  these  things  against  his  party,  saves  us  the 
trouble  of  pioving  them.  Now,  we  do  not  ad- 
mit them  with  regard  to  our  party  at  all.  But 
even  if  such  was  tiie  case,  the  proposed  change 
does  not  obviate  the  difficulty.  If  men  are  so 
steeped  in  crime  and  corruption  that,  in  case  of 
these  elections,  they  will  import  voters  to  ac- 
coH'p.ish  their  purposes,  all  they  would  have  to 
do  under  this  change  would  be  to  extend  their 
allowance  to  three  months,  int-tead  of  l)ut  twen- 
ty days.  According  to  the  gentleman,  this  is 
done  by  a  system  of  pipe-laying,  in  political 
phrase.  This  may  be  so,  thoiigh  I  do  not  un- 
derstand it.  There  may  have  lyccn  one  or  two 
occurrences  in  this  Stale;  I  have  heard  some- 
thing of  one  or  two  of  them.  It  may  prevail  in 
the  gentleman's  own  party,  but  I  amdisposed  to 
say  that  it  does  not,  notwiihstanding  he  seems 
ioclitied  to  admit  that  it  does. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  are  some 
gentlemen  upon  this  floor  who  seem  to  have  no 
other  capital  than  to  misrepresent,  and  give  ft 
party  ahpect  to  everything  said  here.  I  regret 
that  such  mcu  aro  to  ^h  found   hers   or  else* 


slructed.  Within  the  next  ten  years  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  we  shall  have  an  influx  of 
population  in  our  State,  of  those  who  have  no 
interest  with  our  people,  and  who  will  leave  us 
when  the  public  works  arc  completed,  which  in- 
duced ihem  to  come  here.  If  the  members  of 
this  convention  desire  to  place  the  people  of 
this  State  at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  jiopula- 
tion,  well  and  good  ;  they  can  do  so.  But  1  do 
not  mean  that  it  shall  be  done  with  my  consent. 
I  mean  at  least  to  endea\or  to  do  something  to 
render  this  right  of  suftVage  valuable  in  itself  to 
subserve  the  purpose  lor  which  il  was  designed. 

I  do  not  mean  io  past  any  reflection  upon 
those  who  nniy  come  into  this  State  to  labor 
upon  these  public  works.  If  1  was  seeking  to 
deprive  them  of  some  natural  right,  to  take  from 
them  something  which  belongs  to  them,  there 
might  be  some  force  in  the  arguments  of  get  tle- 
uieu  upou  the  other  side.  But  1  do  not  propose 
to  take  from  them  any  natural  right.  I  am  re- 
straining them,  in  no  sense,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  liberty  ;  lam  merely  seeking  to  subserve 
the  true  interests  of  those  who  have  nuide  this 
State  their  home,  and  who  expect  to  rise,  prosi)er, 
or  fall  with  the  rise,  prosperity  oi  decay  of  this 
State. 

Let  me  refer  to  an  instance  of  the  eff"ect  of  the 
provision  in  our  present  constitution  ;  a  case 
that  occurred  in  my  own  dittrict,  and  one,  too, 
that  is  of  common  occurrence  throughout  the 
State.  Some  twenty  days  before  the  election 
la.'-t  November,  a  nuniber  of  laborers  came  from 
the  ucijjhborliood  of  the  gentleoiau  from  Scolt 
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[Mr.  Ells.]  to  work  temporarily  upon  a  building 
here.  They  remained  here  until  ihe  day  of 
election,  and  voted  here,  though  they  expected 
to  leave  as  soon  as  the  job,  ui)on  which  they 
•were  at  work,  was  completed  They  had  no 
interest  in  the  selection  of  a  delegate  to  this 
convention.  They  are  now  repre.^ented  upon 
this  floor  by  the  gentleman  from  Scott.  And 
yet  they  came  into  this  county,  and  exercised 
the  right  of  saying  whom  the  people  of  Johnson 
and  Iowa  counties  should  send  to  represent  them 
in  this  convention.  They  had  nojust  right  to 
Ycte  here,  but  should  have  voted  where  their 
residence  was  in  reality.  This  is  a  common  oc- 
currence all  over  the  S^ate.  And  I  say  if  you 
let  this  provision  remain  as  it  now  stands,  you 
open  the  door  to  a  system  of  fraud  upon  the 
right  of  suffrage,  which  may  be  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

I  do  not  want  to  go  into  these  charges.  But 
■we  all  know  that  in  the  late  Prcs'dential  elec- 
tion the  charge  was  made,  and  strong  evidence 
brought  forward  to  sustain  it,  that  this  system  of 
pipe-laying,  and  fraud  upon  the  ballot  box,  had 
been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  many  Stat<'S 
of  this  Union.  We  are  surrounded  by  States  in 
■which  the  same  thing  may  be  done.  I  will  not 
say  that  it  has  been  done,  for  I  will  not  deal  in 
imputations.  But  I  rill  say  that  it  may  be  done, 
and  that  fact  is  enough  to  lead  us  to  incoipo- 
rate  some  restriction  in  the  constitution.  We 
were  sent  here  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. Yet  the  dearest  right  of  all,  that  of  the  peo- 
ple to  choose  those  to  make  their  laws,  by  which 
they  are  to  be  governed,  is  to  be  left  without 
any  guard  or  restraint  thrown  around  it. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  am  somewhat 
astonished  at  the  opposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  I  am  like  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pottawatomie,  [Mr.  Price,]  sorae- 
■what  at  a  loss  to  know  upon  what  side  of  the 
question  he  is;  and  I  might,  with  the  same  per- 
tinency, put  to  him  the  same  question  put  to  the 
gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,]  by  the 
gentleman  from  Clayton,  [.Mr.  Scott  ]  some 
evenings  since.  The  gentleman  from  Henry 
says  he  will  go  for  a  registry  law  in  order  to 
protect  the  people  from  frauds.  And  yet  I  think 
the  gentleman  must  know  that,  ■without  a  pro- 
vision requiring  a  residence  of  a  certain  time, 
the  registry  law  will  have  no  value,  for  trauds 
can  be  practiced  upon  the  registry  law,  as  ■well 
as  upon  the  ballot  box.  The  two  will  do  very 
-well  together,  and  I  moved  this  with  the  inten- 
tion of  also  moving  the  other  proposition. 

I  am  serious  in  this  thing.  I  have  kept  aloof 
from  the  politics  of  the  State,  and  have  voted 
as  my  judgment  dictated.  During  the  last  five 
or  six  years  1  have  voted  for  as  many  democrats 
as  wiiigs,  and  as  many  whigs  as  democrats.  I 
have  watched  the  progress  of  parties  during  that 
time,  and  the  conviction  has  been  forced  upon 
my  mind  that  it  is  necessary  to  throw  this  safe- 
guard about  the  ballot  box.  What  will  be  the 
effect  of  it  ?  Suppose  that  it  should  be,  as  I  an- 
ticipate, that  -ivhen  we  bring  men  from  abroad 


to  construct  our  railroads,  and  other  internal 
improvements,  and  those  ccmiijosing  these  cor- 
poratioi-s  want  to  carry  a  particular  district, 
and  elect  a  particular  man  without  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  State,  how  easy  it  would  be 
for  them,  with  a  constitution  as  ours  now  is,  to 
import  voters,  and  keep  them  for  twenty  days 
i  any  particular  district  or  county,  and  put  up- 
on that  district  or  county  men  they  do  not  de- 
sire ;  and  this  will  be  dime  by  men  who  have  no 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
who,  after  they  have  accompli>hed  their  purpose 
here,  will  leave  to  serve  some  other  State  ii.  the 
same  way.  This  has  been  done  heretofore  ;  and 
it  is  our  duty,  as  wise  legislators,  to  devise 
something  *y  which  to  prevent  the  same  occur- 
rences in  our  own  State. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  there  is  another  very 
good  reason  why  this  extension'  of  residence 
should  be  made,  and  not  }  ermit  a  person  to  vote 
afier  having  been  but  this  limittd  time  in  a  coun- 
ty or  district.  The  gentleman  from  Pottawato- 
mie, [Mr.  Price,]  contends  that  the  true  princi- 
ple is  merely  to  require  that  a  person  shall  have 
a  bo7ia  fide  residence  in  the  di:-trict  where  he  of- 
fers to  vote.  This  he  claims  is  all  that  is  requi- 
s^ite  and  necessary.  Now  1  think  we  have  pre- 
cedents enough  to  satisfy  any  man,  that  that  is 
a  very  unsafe  mode  by  which  to  determine 
whether  or  not  a  man  has  the  right  to  exercise 
the  elective  franchise.  There  is  a  sister  State 
to  the  south  where  they  take  the  same  view  of 
this  question  that  the  gentleman  from  Pottawa- 
tomie tikes.  They  contend,  as  gentlemen  here 
are  well  aware,  that  wherever  a  man  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  no  matter  under  what  cinumstances 
he  may  have  arrived  there,  he  has  a  right  to 
vote  at  any  and  every  election  where  he  happens 
to  be. 

Gentlemen  should  tnke  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration, and  determine  whether  it  is  right, 
just  or  equitaule,  for  citizens  of  neighboring 
states,  who  may  happen  to  be  here,  to  have  the 
right  to  vote  because  they  may  happen  to 
be  here  at  the  time  of  an  election.  I  have  no 
desire  to  urge  this  matter  for  party  reasons,  or 
to  make  it  a  party  test.  It  may  work  as  much 
against  the  interests  of  one  party  as  of  the 
other.  The  citizens  of  our  sister  state,  who 
have  taken  so  active  a  part  in  transporting 
voters  to  a  neighboi'ing  territory,  are  themselves 
upon  the  eve  of  an  important  crisis  in  their  own 
affairs;  and  during  the  struggle  for  emancipa- 
tion in  that  state,  if  the  doctrine  should  be  car- 
ried oui  that  the  moment  a  man  touches  their 
soil  he  has  a  right  to  vote  there,  these  border 
ruffian  advocates  could  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain if  abolitionists  from  Iowa  should  go  over 
there  and  vote  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
Missouri.  Yet,  would  it  be  right  for  abolition- 
ists to  go  there  and,  even  after  twenty  days  re- 
sidence, vote  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  in 
whom  they  are  in  no  ways  directly  interested  ? 
Certainly,  such  a  principle  as  that  is  not  right. 
And  will  we  leave  our  state  as  unguarded  as 
thatj  so  that    when  the   time   arrives  when  dear 
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and  important  interests  to  our  people  are  in- 
volvcil,  uieii  from  Missouri  can  come  over  here, 
reiiKiin  iwtiiiy  Jays,  auil  vote  away  our  rights, 
a;>  ihey  have  done  in  the  territory  of  Kansas? 

There  is  a  very  imjnirtant  principle  involved 
in  this  matter,  and  it  behooves  gentlemen  to 
looii  to  it  carefully,  that  they  may  know  how  to 
act.  We  should  provide  here,  if  possible,  that 
all  who  vole  in  this  state  should  h<ive  a  common 
iutirest  with  the  |)eople  of  the  county  or  dis- 
trict where  they  tuay  vote.  They  may  be  resi- 
dents of  tlie  state,  and  still  have  no  particular 
interest  in  tiie  allairs  of  the  county  where  they 
may  happen  to  be  at  the  time  of  the  election,  I 
think  it  is  very  proper,  and  but  safe,  that  some 
restrictions  should  be  thrown  around  the  resi- 
dence of  voters  in  counties,  as  are  thrown  around 
them  in  relation  to  their  residence  in  the  state. 
If  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  they  should  reside 
one  year  in  the  state,  before  they  can  know  the 
■wants  and  interests  of  the  state,  why  is  it  not 
equally  necessary  that  they  should  reside  the 
same  length  of  time  in  a  county,  before  they  can 
be  supposed  to  know  the  wants  and  interests  c  f 
that  county  ?  The  principle  is  the  same  in  both 
cases.  A  short  residence  of  twenty  days  in  any 
county  will  not  enable  them  to  know  the  issues 
involved  in  the  contest,  or  to  judge  with  any 
certainty  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  can- 
didates j)Ut  in  nomination.  They  can  know 
nothing  of  them  e.xcept  by  hearsay.  They  may 
form  even  a  slight  acquaintance  with  the  candi- 
dates in  twenty  days.  But  are  the  probabilities 
in  favor  of  their  doing  that?  Or  will  they  not 
rather  vote  purely  under  party  inHuence,  and 
not  according  to  their  own  sens^e  of  justice  and 
right,  as  regards  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the 
permanent  portion  of  the  community,  and  thus 
against  the  dearest  interests  of  the  county  ? 

If  the  principle  is  wrong  when  applied  to 
states,  it  is  equally  wrong  when  applied  to  coun- 
ties in  any  way.  Nor  would  I  impose  too 
great  a  restriction  upon  voters,  by  making  them 
remain  in  a  county  too  long;  but  I  would  ini- 
I>ose  restrictions  so  stringent  that  they  would 
be  obliged  to  re.-side  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  make  their  interests  identical  with  those  of 
the  county  in  which  they  vote. 

Mr.  Kl»\V.\Rl)rf.  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  a  registry  law.  So  far 
US  my  experience  ami  observation  of  a  registry 
law  is  cotuerneil,  I  sliould  say  that  it  was  inap- 
plicable to  our  State.  It  would  apply  with  good 
effect  to  states  with  a  dense  jiopulation,  but  in 
a  sparsely  populated  state  like  ours  it  would 
not  anfiwer. 

So  far  as  the  question  now  before  us  is  con- 
cerned, I  tliink  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  any  gentleman  here,  but  what  the  clo"- 
tive  franchise  and  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box 
should  be  strictly  guanled.  I'ut  it  is  a  matter 
of  opinion  whether  the  ttMiii  of  resilience  should 
be  lixed  at  twenty,  thirty,  sixty  days  or  six 
montlis.  That  great  frauds  have  been  perpetra- 
ted upon  the  elective  franchise,  anil  that  the 
purity  of  the  ballot-box   has  been  invaded,  the 


hi.«tory  of  thi^  country  for  several  years  past  is 
!  sutliiient  proiit.  The  rule  requiring  some  cer- 
I  fain  lime  ol  residence,  before  a  person  is  allow- 
ed to  vote,  is  a  good  one.  The  only  question  is 
as  to  the  length  of  time  that  should  be  lequired 
before  a  person  shall  be  allowed  to  become  a 
citizen  of  a  county  or  district,  and  allowed  to 
vote.  I  think  that  twenty  days  is  too  short  a 
period  of  lime,  for  the  reason  that  it  holds  out 
inducements,  in  the  case  of  local  elections,  sueh 
as  the  removal  of  county  seats,  the  taking  stock 
in  railroad  companies,  &c.,  for  parties  to  import 
votes  from  other  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying some  special  object. 

I  will  allude  to  one  oocurrence  that  took  place, 
I  think  in  the  county  of  Lee,  last  year.  There 
was  a  vote  taken  there  upon  a  proposition  to 
subscribe  stock  to  a  railroad,  and,  if  my  mem- 
ory serves  me,  in  the  district  of  Fort  Madison 
there  were  nine  hundred  votes  cast,  w^iile  they 
never  before  or  since  gave  more  than  five  hun- 
dred votes.  I  do  not  know  what  were  the  bear- 
ings of  the  question  then  before  the  people.  But 
I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the  question  was  one 
of  such  an  important  character,  and  involved 
such  pecuniary  interests,  as  to  induce  wealthy 
men  and  property  holders  to  go  into  other 
counties  to  obtain  voters  to  be  imported  there,  to 
work  for  twenty  days,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
entitled  to  vole,  so  as  to  accomplish  some  par- 
ticular object  they  had  in  view. 

Suppose  that  it  was  a  favorite  measure  with 
certain  individuals  in  this  county  that  it  would 
take  a  large  amount  of  stock  in  a  railroad,  ard 
there  was  to  be  a  vote  taken  upon  that  propo- 
sition. These  individuals  could  make  it  to  their 
interest,  aud  would  doubtless  do  so,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  per- 
sons from  other  counties  to  come  here  and  re- 
main for  twenty  days,  in  order  to  carry  their 
project. 

Now,  if  the  object  to  be  attained  here  is  a 
proper  and  a  just  one  ;  if  it  is  no  party  measure, 
but  merely  designed  lo  j>rotect  the  purity  of  the 
ballot-box,  no  one  can  object  to  the  principle  of 
the  thing.  The  only  question  is  as  to  the  length 
of  time  to  be  requiiod  before  a  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote.  We  have  a  case  in  point,  with- 
in two  years  past:  when,  if  in  the  territory' of 
Kansas  there  had  been  a  provision  in  the  organic 
law,  requiring  persons  to  be  residents  there  a 
Buflicient  length  of  time  to  rnnble  them  to  be- 
come identified  as  actiiai,  It-j/ir  fide  citizens,  all 
the  trouble  and  ditliculty  that  there  occurred, 
and  which  has  shasen  ihis  government  to  its 
very  foundation,  would  have  been  avoided.  I 
have  heard  gentlemen  say,  in  relation  to  the  out- 
rages commiited  in  Kansas,  that  the  same  were 
practiced  in  Nebraska  by  the  citizens  of  Iowa, 
for  the  ni:i|iiso  of  Carrying  the  local  elections 
in  thai  te;-.',(oi  \  I  have  heard  that  assertion 
npcated  a  \l'.izen  times,  I  should  think.  Cut 
that  makes  the  case  but  the  stronger. 

No'v,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  pause  and  consider 
if  this  thing  i^  right?  If  so,  then  let  tliem  go 
with   the    gentleman    from    Pottawatamie    [.Mr. 
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Price,]  and  open  the  sluice-gates,  and  let  all 
this  flood  of  evils  come  into  the  State,  and  con- 
trol the  destinies  of  the  bone  fide  citizens  and 
property  holders  here.  But  if  the  principle  of 
protecting  the  elective  franchise  and  the  ballot- 
box  is  right,  then  I  say  throw  around  them  some 
wholesome  restrictions.  If  the  principle  is  an 
honest  and  just  one,  it  will  injure  nobody  to 
put  it  into  practice  here. 

I  am  not  tenacious  as  to  the  length  of  time 
we  should  agree  upon  here.  If  three  months  is 
considered  too  long  a  time,  then  put  it  at  sixty 
days.  But  it  does  appear  to  me  that  some  time 
should  be  adopted,  and  that  twenty  days  is  too 
short. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
here  by  way  of  explanation.  I  certainly  was 
not  aware  that  there  was  anything  in  the  re- 
marks I  made  a  few  moments  since  that  should 
provoke  the  ire  of  any  gentleman  here.  I  did 
intend  to  repel  the  insinuation  that  pipe-laying 
as  a  general  thing  was  prevalent  in  the  politics 
of  this  country.  I  was  not  aware  of  making 
any  charge  against  any  party.  I  said  that  if 
gentlemen  thought  proper  to  admit  that  that 
system  was  practised  by  their  party,  it  would 
save  us  the  trouble  of  proving  it.  But  I  repel- 
led the  charge,  so  far  as  the  party  to  which  I 
belonged  was  concerned. 

As  to  my  having  done  anything  so  inconceiv- 
ably small  in  this  matter,  all  I  have  to  say  is, 
that  I  think  every  man  will  eventually  find  his 
own  level.  And  I  apprehend  that  when  gentle- 
men who  are  so  quick  to  criticise  others  come 
to  examine  the  records  of  this  convention,  they 
will  perhaps  find  their  level  to  be  quite  as  low 
as  that  of  some  others. 

Mr.  MARVIi^.  I  think  I  can  appreciate  the 
feelings  of  the  gentlemen  who  desire  to  have 
those  restrictions  placed  about  the  privilege  of 
voting  in  counties,  especially  as  regards  the  vote 
of  counties  upon  takii  g  stock  in  railroads.  But 
I  am  not  certain  that  the  plan  proposed  is  the 
best  way  to  accomplish  this  object.  If  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  men  should  be  in  a  county  for  three 
months,  in  order  to  carry  a  favorite  object  of 
certain  individuals,  or  a  certain  class,  they  will 
be  there  three  months,  or  even  six  months,  as  far 
as  that  is  concerned. 

But  I  think  there  is,  after  all,  something 
wrong  in  saying  that  a  man  shall  lose  his  vote 
at  an  important  election  just  because  he  may 
have  removed  his  habitation  perhaps  ten  rods 
from  where  it  formerly  was.  I  have  a  case  of 
that  kind  in  my  mind  now,  where  one  candidate 
at  the  last  election  lost  one  vote,  and  I  had  one 
cast  against  me,  under  the  operation  of  such  a 
requirement.  A  man  moved  into  his  county  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  election.  He  had  pre- 
viously been  a  voter  in  Jones  county  for  years  ; 
and  he  had  to  come  back  into  my  county  to  vote 
against  me.  Such  a  practice  may  seriously  af- 
fect an  important  election. 

If  a  man  is  but  a  transient  resident,  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  vote.     But  the  very  day  he 


becomes  a  bona  fide  resident  in  any  county,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  vote  in  that  county,  for 
the  action  of  the  representative  from  his  coun- 
ty will  affect  him,  and  the  action  of  the  repre- 
sentative from  his  old  county  will  not  have  any 
direct  application  to  him.  But  if  he  is  in  a 
county  merely  for  transient  purposes,  though  he 
may  be  there  for  six  months  or  a  year,  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  vote  under  any  such  circum- 
stances. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  gentlemen  can  shape 
this  constitutional  restriction  so  as  to  make  the 
bona  fide  residence  of  a  man  the  standard  by 
which  to  govern  his  right  to  vote,  I  should  be 
inclined  to  go  for  it.  Though  I  appreciate  all 
the  difficulties  that  surround  this  subject,  I  be- 
lieve if  anything  of  the  kind  is  to  be  incorpora- 
ted here,  that  which  I  have  indicated  is  the  pro- 
per provision.  But  I  do  not  know  ttiat  it  is 
necessary.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  legislation,  and  I  am  surprised  that  the 
legislature  of  Iowa  has  heretofore  passed  this 
matter  over  without  making  some  provision  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  It  appears  to  me  that  there 
has  been  sufficient  discussion  upon  this  subject. 
We  are  whiling  away  the  time  of  this  conven- 
tion arguing  this  question,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  I  presume  all  this  discussion  will  not  have 
the  effect  of  changing  a  single  vote. 

I  do  not  know  what  it;  the  feeling  of  this  con- 
vention upon  this  subject.  I  do  not  know  which 
way  th'^  majority  intend  to  vote.  But  I  do  think 
that  every  gentleman  here  has  bis  mind  already 
fully  made  up  in  regard  to  the  vote  he  ivill  give. 
I  suppose  that  every  gentleman  can  justify  him- 
self to  his  own  sati.xfaction  before  his  constitu- 
ents, without  longer  procrastinating  the  session 
of  this  convention.  I  would,  therefore,  very 
much  like  to  see  a  vote  taken  upon  this  question 
immediately. 

We  have  but  a  short  time  to  remain  here,  un- 
less we  rescind  the  resolution  to  adjo'.rn  on  the 
fourth  of  next  month.  We  have  no  very  im- 
portant matters  before  this  convention  now  that 
we  cannot  easily  dispose  of.  I  suppose  we  are 
all  anxious  to  go  home,  where  our  own  business 
requires  our  presence.  I  would  ask,  is  it  impor- 
tant or  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  re- 
main here  hour  after  hour  arguing  this  ques- 
tion when  there  is  no  probability  that  the  mind 
of  a  single  member  here  will  be  changed  by  so 
doing  ?  I  make  these  suggestions  for  the  con- 
sideration of  members  here — not  that  I  would 
apply  the  gag  to  any  gentleman — but  that  they 
may  think  of  them  and  see  if  I  am  not  correct. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  was  in  hopes  when  the 
standing  committee  upon  this  article  had  re- 
ported it  as  it  now  stands  in  the  present  consti- 
tution, that  the  convention  would  pass  it'with- 
out  dispute.  But  gentlemen  have  a  right  to 
offer  amendments,  and,  therefore,  we  must  pass 
the  article  with  such  amendments  as  the  major- 
ity may  see  fit  to  adopt. 

I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  much  of  the  time 
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of  the  committee  in  what  I  may  say  upon  the 
question  uow  before  us.  I  believe  that,  so  far 
as  ray  knowledge  extends,  the  article  as  it  stands 
in  the  present  constitution  is  entii-ely  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this  State, 
and  that  they  do  not  desire  any  change  in  it. 
According  to  my  recollection,  I  heard  no  sug- 
gestion of  change  previous  to  coming  to  this 
convention.  It  is  ra  ire  necessary  th^it  but  a 
limited  [leriod  of  residence  in  a  county  shuuld 
be  required  of  voters  in  a  State  circumstanced 
like  our  State,  tirin  it  would  be  in  older  States 
where  ihe  population  is  not  so  migrating  as  we 
are  here.  We  know  that  the  people  of  our  older 
counties  are  coastautly  moviuij  into  the  new 
cou  ities  ;  andth)Ughnot  ch  mging  their  resi- 
dence from  one  State  to  another,  tbey  are  yet 
changing  their  residence  from  (>ne  county  to  an- 
other in  this  State.  And  are  they  not  just  as 
■well  qualilied  to  vote  in  this  State,  aftei  chang- 
ing their  residence  from  one  county  to  another, 
as  they  were  before?  I  ihink  they  are,  most 
undoubtedly.  I  thiuk  we  should  not  disfran- 
ch  se  them  merely  because  thev  sell  out  in  the 
older  counties  and  remove  their  habitations  to 
the  newer  ones. 

The  gentleman  from  .Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin,] 
says  there  should  be  some  provision  requiring 
the  residence  of  a  voter  to  be  permanent  and 
h'inajide,  and  that  that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
The  article  as  it  now  scands  does  that.  It  re- 
quires that  thc}'  shall  have  a  residence  in  the 
county  in  which  they  olFer  to  vote  of  twenty 
days.  What  is  that  but  a  permanent  residence? 
I  do  not  think  that  a  man  can  be  said  to  have  a 
residence  in  a  county,  unless  he  settles  there 
with  the  intention  of  becoming  permanently  lo- 
cated there.  Our  legislature  has  provided  all 
that  is  necessary,  by  lequiring  an  oath  to  be 
taken  by  every  voter,  when  lie  is  challenged,  that 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  S'.ate  for  six 
months,  and  that  he  is  at  the  time  a  resident  of 
the  c  lunty,  and  has  been  such  for  twenty  days 
preceding  ihe  election.  That,  I  think,  is  all  that 
is  sulhcient. 

Mr.  CL.VRKE,  of  Henry.  I  desire  to  make  a 
single  remark  further  upon  this  question.  I  do 
not  know  as  [  shouM  do  so,  but  I  desire  to  have 
gentlecnen  fully  understand  my  position.  .My 
view  of  the  matter  is,  that  to  require  an  exten- 
Bion  of  the  term  of  residence  would  be  to  work 
a  great  wrong  to  t'>e  actual  and  bona  fide  resi- 
dent. For  instance,  take  a  city,  where  before 
the  election  persons  remove  from  one  ward  to 
another.  If  you  extend  the  term  of  residence  to 
three  months,  you  would  cut  olf  a  large  number 
of  persons  from  voting. 

I  thought  that  I  had  explained  myself  so  de- 
finitely upon  this  point,  when  I  was  up  before, 
that  gentlemen  could  not  misunderstand  me.  I 
eaid  that  I  was  opposed  to  rcquiri  ig  a  term  of 
residence  loager  than  was  necessary  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  of  a  bona  fide  residence  ;  and  that  I 
was  in  f ivor  of  a  registry  law.  I  went  into  no 
general  e.\()lanalion  of  what  such  a  registry  law 
should  be.     But  I  would  suggest  that  it  might 


be  such  a  one  as  would  take  the  name  of  every 
individual   who  should  be  in  the  county  twenty 
d  lys  before  the  election,  each  person  who  regis- 
ters  his   name  to   be  required  to    do   so  under 
1  oath,  if  thought  necessary.     This   list  could  be 
I  open  to  inspection,  and  if  any  person  chooses  to 
examine  and  inquire  into  it,  would  have  sufii- 
!  cient  time  to  do  so  before  the  election.     I  there- 
I  fore  hold  that  the   registry  law  is  far  preferable 
i  to   the  extension  of  the   term  of  residence  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  to  strike  out  "twenty 
d.iys,"  and  insert  '"six  months,"  so  as  to  require 
a  person  to  reside  in  a  county  six  months  before 
being  entitled  to  vote  therein. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  upon  a  di- 
vision, It  was  not  agreed  to,  yeas  11,  nays  12. 

Rcijistering  of  Voters. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  to  amend 
section  one,  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

"  And  the  general  assembly  shall  provide 
for  registering  the  legal  voters  of  this  state" 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, upon  a  division,  it  was  agreed  to,  ayes 
14,  nays  11. 

Mr.  HARRIS  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PPESIDEXT  having  resumed  the  chair. 
The  CHAIRMAN'  of    the    committee    of    the 
whole  reported  that  the  committee  hal  had  under 
consideration  the  subject  referred  to  them,  had 
made  some  pi'ogress  therein,  and  had  inbtructed 
him  to  ask  leave  of  the  convention  to  sit  again. 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received  and  leave  grante  I  accordingly. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TODIIUNTER, 
The  convention  took  a  recess  until  2  P.  M. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

The  convention  re-assembled  at  2  o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  president. 

Committee  of  the   Whole. 

The  consideration  of  the  article  on  the  right 
ofsuflTrage,  was  then  resumed  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  [Mr.  Winchester  in  the  chair.] 

Riffht    of  Suffrage. 

The  CIT.VIRM.VN  stated  that  when  the  com- 
mittee rose,  they  had   under   consideration   sec- 


35th  Day.] 


EIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE,  &C. 


869 


Saturday] 


GOWER— EMERSON— HARRIS. 


[February  S§th 


lion  one,  of  the  article  on  the  right   of  suffrage, 
■which  had  been  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

"Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  state  six 
months  next  proceeding  the  election,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote  twenty  days, 
shall  be  entitled  to  v"te  at  all  elections  which 
are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  authorized  by  law; 
and  the  general  assembly  sh'  11  provide  for  reg- 
istering the  legal  voters  of  this  state." 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section, 

Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except 
treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be 
privileged  from  arrest  on  the  days  of  election, 
during  their  attendance  at  such  election,  going 
to  or  returning  therefrom." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  section, 

Section  three  was  read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  3.  "No  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  per- 
form military  duty  on  the  day  of  election,  ex- 
cept in  time  of  war  or  public  danger." 

No  amendment  being  offered   to  this  section, 

Section  four  was  read  as  follows  ; 

"  Sec.  4.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval 
or  marine  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
considered  a  resident  of  this  state  by  being 
stationed  in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military 
or  naval  place  or  station  within  this  state." 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  move  to  amend  this  section 
by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

"  Nor  shall  any  student  in  any  seminary  or 
institution  of  learning,  in  consequence  of  being 
such  student." 

I  have  known  instances  where  students  at 
academies  have  controlled  elections  of  a  local 
character,  and  in  the  state  of  Maine,  from 
which  I  came,  the  clause  I  have  proposed  here, 
has  been  incorporated  in  their  constitution.  If 
it  is  not  inserted  here,  I  should  not  wonder  if 
some  elections  in  this  state  should  be  controlled 
by  students.  This  provision  is  not  intended  to 
cut  these  students  off  from  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, if  they  are  citizens.  It  is  meant  to  prevent 
students  from  other  states,  who  come  here  mere- 
ly as  students,  from  participating  in  our  elec- 
tions. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, upon  a  division,  it  was  not  agreed  to,  ayes 
9,  noes  11. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section, 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  Sec.  5.  No  idiot  or  insane  person,  or  per- 
son convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  shall  be 
entitled  tot  he  privilege  of  an  elector." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  section, 

Section  six  was  read  as  follows : 

"Sec.  6.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be 
by  ballot." 

110 


Mr.  EMERSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"by  ballot,"  and  insert  '^  viva  voce." 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
not  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  was  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  HARRIS  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
report  back  the  article  as  amended  to  the  con- 
vention, and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  Chair, 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  reported  that  the  committee  tc  which  had 
been  referred  the  article  on  the  right  of  suffrage, 
had  considered  the  same,  made  one  amendment 
thereto,  and  instructed  hira  to  report  the  same 
back  to  the  convention,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
received,  and  the  committee  discharged  accord- 
ingly. 

Registering  of  Votes. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
was  to  add  to  section  one  the  following  : 

"And  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide 
for  registering  the  legal  voters  of  the  State  •" 
causing  the  section  to  read —  ' 

"  Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  vears 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  St.ite  six 
months  next_  preceding  the  election,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  ^  ote  twenty  days, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  which 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized  by  law  • 
and  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  reg- 
istering the  legal  voters  of  the  State." 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  really  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  be  concurred  in,  for  one  reason,  at 
least:  it  is  the  only  amendment  recommended 
by  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  the  article  as 
it  now  stands  ;  and  surely,  if  the  article  in  the 
present  constitution  is  so  little  defective  as  that 
there  can  be  no  necessity  for  this  interpolation! 

A  registry  law  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
may  be  expedient  and  desirable ;  that  is,  in 
large  States,  and  in  large  places  where  'the 
voters  cannot  be  generally  known.  Under  such 
circumstances,  something  of  that  kind  might  be 
necessary.  But  the  great  mass  of  the  voters  of 
this  State  being  in  county  townships,  where 
they  are  all  known  to  each  other,  it  would  be 
but  imposing  a  burden  and  a  disability  to  re- 
quire the  registering  of  the  voters  of  this  State, 
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without  doing  anything  to  prevent  frauds  at  serting  "three  months,"  as  the  term  of  resi- 
eleclions.        °  dence  in  the  county. 

According  to  this  amendment,  a  man  must  I      Before  the  question  was  put — 
have  his  name  registered   so  many  days  before  ,      ^[j.,  CLARKE,   of  Johnson,    demanded  a  call 
the  election,  or  he  will  not  be  entitled  to  a  vote,  i  of  the  Convention,  which  was  ordered. 
This  will  be  a  hardship  that  our  country  popula- 1      ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  j>roceeie6  to  call  the  roll, 

tion  will  not  so  much  appreciate.  |  ^.^^,^  ^^^^  following  result :  present  32.   absent  4, 

1  think  there  is  a  duty    incumbei.t   upon  us  ,    ^  f^jjo^g  . 
herein  getting    up    an    amended    constitution;  "  .  ,         ,, 

and  that  is  not  to  require  everything  that  in  |  Present-^The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bun- 
our  opinion  would  be  best,  when  we  know  that  j  ker,  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
it  would  not  prove  acceptable  to  the  people,  of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gib- 
There  are  certain  changes  demanded  by  the  peo- I  son,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hol- 
ple  of  this  State,  and  we  should  so  act  here  as  1  lingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Patter- 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  people,  and  not  do  !  son,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Scely,  Solo- 
that  which  will  load  down  the  constitution,  as  I  mon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and 
think  this  will  do.     Another  thing;  if  a  regis-  j  Young. 

try  law  is  necessary,  does  it  come  within  the  [  Absent — Messrs.  Cotton,  Parvin,  Skiff  and 
province  of  our  action  here,  or  should  it  rather  j  -Warren. 

be  left  to  the  action  of  the  legislature?     If  we  j      r^^^  PRESIDENT  stated  that  Mr.  Cotton  was 
go  on  and  say  that  the  legislature  shall  provide  :  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^j,g  Convention, 
for  registering  the  voters  of  ;his  State,  ^that_  is        ^^^^  tODHUNTER.     I  move  that  Mr.  P^.rvin 


nothing  more  than  they  can  do  now,  if  they  see- 
fit.  I  think  this  is  a  matter  for  the  legislature, 
and  entirely  out  of  place  here. 

Upon  concurring  in  the  amendment — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  concurred  in  ; 
yeas  10,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Marvin.  Scott,  See- 
ly,  Todhunter  and  Young. 

'  \ays_The  President.  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  the 
Alamakee,  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil-  \  privilege  ot  voting  upon  the  question  now  pcnd 


move 
be  excused.     He  was  called  home  this  morning, 
and  requested  me  to  have  him  excused. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Parvin  excused  accordingly. 

The  sergeant-at-arras  was  then  dispatched  af- 
ter Messrs.  Skiff  and  Warren. 

After  some  time — 

Mr.  WARREN  appeared  and  to  k  bis  sea!. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  There  is  but  one  member  ab- 
sent, and  not  excused,  [Mr.  Skiff.]  1  have  no 
doubt  tha,t  the  convention  will  agree,  that  when 
jentleman  arrives  he  shall   be   allowed   the 


iug,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  result.  I,  there- 
fore, move  that  further  proceedings  under  the 
call  be  dispensed  with. 

The   question  being  taken,   the  motion   was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Mr.   CLARKE,   of  Johnson  moved  to  amend  i  Clarke   of    Johnson,    to  strike    out    the    words 


laspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Sol- 
omon, Wilson  and  Winchester. 

Residence  of  Voters. 


section  one  by  striking  out  the  words  "  six 
mouths,"  and  inserting  "one  year,"  as  the  term 
of  I'esidence  in  the  Slate  to  entitle  a  person  to 
vote. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question   being  then  taken,   by  yeas  and  ,.•,,.,  r  i  •. 

nays,  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to ;  yeas  5,  1  amendment  will  not  be,  as  I  suppo.sed  it  would, 
navs  25,  as  follows  : 


twenty    days,"    and  insert    the    words   "three 
months,"  as  the  term  of  residence  in  the  county. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  In  regard  to  this 
question,  I  will  say  that  in  the  remarks  I  made 
this  morning,  as  to  the  effect  of  extending  the 
time  of  residence,  I  find,  upon  recurring  to  the 
section,  that  my  objections  were  partially  with- 
out foundation.     I  find  that    the    efi'ect  of  this 


Yeas Messrs.    Clarke   of   Johnson,    Gower. 

Gray,  Hollingsworth  and  Scott. 

Xays The  President,  Messrs.   Ayres,   Clark, 

of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards, 
EUs,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Price,  llobinson,  Seely,  Solomon,  Todhunter, 
Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  CL.XRKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  to  amend  the 


in  regard  to  a  person  in  a  city  moving  from  one 
ward  to  another.  And  the  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  the  registry  system  having  failed,  1  shall 
certainly  vote  for  the  next  best  thing  that  pre- 
sents itself,  for  guarding  against  frauds  at  elec- 
tions. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 
The  question  being  then   taken,  by  yeas   and 
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days,"  and  inserting  "three  months,"  it  was  not 
agreed  to  ;  jea.s  15,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke, 
of  Henry,  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gower, 
Gray,  Hollings worth,  Marvin,  Scott,  Traer,  War- 
ren, Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Solo- 
mon and  Todhunter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  moved  to  amend  the 
section  by  striking  out  the  word  "  twenty,"  and 
inserting  the  word  "sixty,"  so  as  to  require  a 
residence  of  sixty  days  in  the  county  to  entitle 
a  person  to  vote. 
Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  yeas  18, 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke, 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Gower  Gray,  Hollingswurth,  Marvin,  Scott, 
Seely,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  HitU,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
teison,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson  and  Solomon. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HARRIS— 
The  article  as  amended  was  then  referred  to 
the  committee  on  revision,  engrossment,  and 
enrollment. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Inasmuch  as 
there  is  a  convention  now  in  session  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  room,  in  which  some  members  of 
this  convention  take  considerable  interest ;  and 
inasmuch,  further,  as  the  subject  in  relation  to 
education  and  school  lands  has  been  referred  to 
the  standing  committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port on  Monday  morning ;  and  inasmuch, 
further,  as  there  is  another  committee,  of  which 
I  am  chairman,  which  I  would  like  to  have  meet 
this  afternoon — the  committee  upon  printing  the 
journal — I  move  that  the  convention  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  being  taken,  upon  a  division, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  ayes  19,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  convention  accordingly  adjourned  until 
Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


Monday,  March  2d,  18-57. 

The  convention  met  at  9  A.  M.,  and  was  call- 
ed to  order  by  the  PRESIDENT. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

No  petitions  or  memorials  were  presented. 


Reports — Education  and  School  Lands. 

_  Mr.  MARVIN,  from  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  school  lands,  to  which  had  been  recom- 
mitted the  article  on  education  and  school  lands, 
with  certain  instructions,  made  the  following 
majority  report : 

The  committee  on  education  and  school  lands 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

Education  and  School  Lands. 


Section  1.  The  educational  interests  of  the 
state,  to  include  common  -ichools  and  other  edu- 
cational institutions,  shall  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  board  of  education,j  which  shall 
consist  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  shall 
oe  the  presiding  officer  of  the  board,  and  have 
the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  one  mem- 
ber to  be  elected  from  each  judicial  district  in  the 
state. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  one  year 
a  citizen  of  the  state. 

Sec.  3.  One  member  of  said  board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  held  the  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified.  After  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  board  shall  be  divided,  as  near- 
ly as  practicable,  into  two  equal  classes,  and  the 
seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  after  the 
expiration  of  two  years ;  and  one-half  of  the 
board  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years  there- 
after. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  after  their 
election ;  after  which  the  board  may  fix  the 
time  and  place  of  their  meeting.  No  regular 
session  of  the  board  shall  be  held  during  the 
time  the  general  assembly  may  be  in  session. 

Sec.  5.  The  session  of  the  board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  sb.Hil 
be  held  in  any  one  year,  except  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  two-thirds  of  the  board,  the  Governor 
may  order  a  special  session. 

Sec.  G.  The  board  of  education  may  appoint 
a  secretary,  who  shall  be  the  executive  officer  of 
the  board,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  board,  and  the  laws  of 
the  state.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their 
proceedings,  which  shall  be  published  .ind  dis- 
tributed in  the  same  manner  as  tht.  journals  of 
the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the 
board  shall  be  published  and  distributed  to  the 
several  counties,  townships  and  s  hool  districts, 
as  may  be  provided  for  by  the  board,  and  when 
so  passed,  published  and  distributed,  they  shal  1 
have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 
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Sec.  8.  The  board  of  education  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  com- 
mon schools,  and  other  institutions  of  learning, 
that  are  instituted,  to  receive  aid  from  the  school 
or  university  fund  of  this  state  ;  J'roriJccf,  that 
all  acts  rules  and  regulations  of  said  board  may 
be  altered  or  repealed  by  the  general  assembly  ; 
and  when  so  altered,  amended,  or  repealed,  they 
Bball  not  be  re-enacted  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion. 

Sec.  9.  The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  a  member  ot  said  Board. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  shall  not  have  power  to 
levy  taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money. 
Toe  contingent  expenses  shall  be  provided  for 
bj  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  11.  The  State  University  shall  consist  of 
a  single  institution,  and  the  University  fund 
shall  be  applied  to  that  institution,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  12.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  all  the  youths  of  the 
State,  through  a  system  of  schools.  A  school 
shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  school  dis- 
trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Any 
district  failing,  for  two  consecutive  years,  to  or- 
ganize and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be  deprived  of 
their  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

Sec.  13.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  each 
receive  the  same  per  diem  and  mileage,  during 
the  time  of  their  session,  as  members  of  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  for  other  services,  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business : 
Provided,  no  rule,  regulation,  or  law,  for  the 
regulation  and  government  of  the  school  or  ed- 
ucational system  shall  pass  without  the  concur- 
rence of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Board,  which  shall  be  expressed  by  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  final  passage.  The  style  of  all 
acts  of  the  Board  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  15.  At  any  time  after  the  year  1865,  the 
General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
concurring,  shall  have  power  to  supercede  or 
re-organize  said  Board  of  Education,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  educational  interest  of  the  State  in 
any  other  manner  that  to  them  shall  seem  best 
and  proper. 

School  Funds  and  School  Lands. 

ARTICLE    — . 

Sec.  1.  The  educational  and  school  funds  and 
land.s,  shall  be  under  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly  of  thix  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  University  land.i,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  all  moneys  belonging  to  said 
fund  shull  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  Stale  University.  The  interest  arising 
from  the  same  shall  be  annually  appropriated 
for  the  support  and  benefit  of  said  University. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  !»hall  encourage, 
by  all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intel- 
lectual, scientific,   moral,  and  agricultural  im- 


provement. The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that 
have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  which  shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  granted  to  the  new  States,  under  an  act  of 
Congress,  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  States  of  ihe  Union, 
approved  A.  D.  1841,  and  all  estates  of  deceased 
persons  who  may  have  died  without  leaving  a 
will  or  heir,  and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be 
granted  by  Congress,  on  the  sale  of  lands  in 
this  State,  shall  be,  and  remain  a  perpetual 
fund,  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  all 
rents  of  the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide,  shall  be 
inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by  per- 
sons as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from  mili- 
tary duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  lines 
collected  in  the  several  county  for  any  breach  of 
the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied, 
in  the  several  counties  in  which  such  money  is 
paid,  or  fine  collected,  among  the  several  school 
districts  of  said  counties,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youth  subject  to  enumeration  in  such 
districts,  to  the  support  of  common  schools,  or 
the  establishment  of  libraries,  as  the  Board  of 
Education  shall,  from  time  to  time,  provide. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lauds  as  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be  reserved,  or  granted  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds 
accruingfrom  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
said  University,  for  the  promotion  of  literature, 
the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized  by 
the  terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  provide  efifectual  means  for  the  improve- 
ment and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of 
said  University. 

Sec.  C.  The  financial  agents  of  the  school 
funds  shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law,  receive 
and  control  the  State  and  county  revenue,  for 
other  civil  purposes,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  mohcy  subject  to  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  common  schools  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years,  in  such  manner  as  may  bo 
l)rovided  by  tlie  (Jcneral  Assembh-. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Marvin,  Chairman, 

J.  G.  Hall, 

Lewis  Todhunter, 

George  W.  Ells, 

A.  Harris,  (as  a  compromise,) 

John  Edwards, 

George  Gillaspy. 
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Mr.  HALL  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed the  following  as  the  report  of  the  minority 
upon  the  subject  of  the  school  faud: 

The  undersigned,  from  the  Committee  on  Ed- 
ucation and  School  Lauds,  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  report: 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  par- 
ticularly called,  by  the  action  of  the  convention, 
to  the  subject  of  the  School  funds  as  now  vested, 
and  to  a  suggestion  that  the  present  mode  of  in- 
vesting the  moneys  belonging  to  the  School  and 
University  funds  be  abandoned,  and  some  more 
permanent  and  secure  mode  substituted. 

This  question  has  been  discussed  by  the  com- 
mittee, but  a  majority  have  not  been  able  to 
agree  upon  another  plan  or  mode  of  disposing  of 
said  funds. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  present  manner  of 
loaning  the  money  is  unsafe  and  insecure,  and 
that  some  change  is  demanded;  but  the  majori- 
ty adhere  to  the  character  of  the  investments 
as  now  adopted,  and  look  for  a  reform  in  the 
manner  or  sj'Stem  of  loaning  the  funds.  They 
?eek  safety  by  acting  upon  the  agents  of  the 
funds  who  are  authorized  to  make  the  loans. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  present 
system  is  radically  defective,  and  cannot  be  fol- 
lowed without  great  hazard  of  loss  of  the  prin- 
cipal— irregularity  and  confusion  in  collecting 
and  disbursing  the  interest  to  the  schools.  The 
defect  is  radical,  and  in  the  system  itself;  and 
cannot  be  obviated  by  action  upon  the  public 
agents. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  fund  has,  and 
will  have,  its  thousands  of  borrowers,  scattered 
throughout  every  county  of  the  State.  The 
public  agents  who  control  the  funds  can  be 
numbered  by  hundreds.  It  would  be  ii  miracle, 
indeed,  if  all  these  borrowers  and  agents  should 
prove  punctual  and  honest — should  be  vigilant, 
competent  and  prompt.  No  one  is  so  visionary 
as  to  believe  that  such  a  system  can  be  carried 
on  without  some  irregularities,  failures  and 
losses;  yet  the  inconvenience  of  a  change  out- 
weighs these  considerations. 

The  undersigned  is  fully  convinced  that,  under 
the  present  system,  the  school  fund  has  already 
lost,  beyond  recovery,  more  than  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  that  losses  will  continue  from  year  to 
year;  that  they  are  inevitable;  and  that  the 
permanent  fund  will,  in  this  manner,  be  subject- 
ed to  a  perpetual  drain.  Did  these  annual,  or 
rather  periodical  losses,  occur  in  a  single  case, 
it  would  startle  the  public  mind;  but  they  occur 
in  comparatively  small  loans — are  not  manifest 
at  once — their  existence  is  known  only  to  a  par- 
ticular locality — the  law  promises  a  tardy  col- 
lection—the memory  of^the  loss  and  the  law- 
suit pass  into  oblivion  together — and  the  school 
fund  suffers  the  loss  without  exciting  public  at- 
tention. 

A  spirit  of  selfishness  in  the  public  agents 
and  borrowers  will  always  n  ake  them  active  in 
retaining  the  present  system.  They  have  an  in- 
terest, and  will  work.     They  have  influence,  and 


can  pacify  investigation.  Its  guardians  being, 
to  some  extent,  culpable  for  the  losses,  will  be- 
come apologists  and  defenders  of  defaulters  and 
peculation. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  fund  cannot 
be  guarded  and  protected  with  shrewd  and 
watchful  anxiety  of  self-interest.  A  loss  cannot 
excite  the  same  exertion  or  mortification  of  a 
loss  to  an  individual.  The  public  never  act 
with  the  energy  and  promptness  of  the  private 
citizen  ,  nor  can  they  ever  be  made  conscious  of 
such  a  loss  to  half  the  extent  that  they  would  if 
it  fell  upon  the  individual  citizen. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned 
most  earnestly  insist  that  the  school  funds  of 
this  State  should  be  collected  together  and  per- 
manently invested  in  a  secure  manner  ;  that  the 
investment  should  be  made  so  that  the  principal 
can  never  be  lost  or  squandered,  and  the  inter- 
est will  be  promptly  and  certainly  paid  wiien 
due.  This  can  be  done  by  investing  the  money 
in  selected  State  or  United  States  securities  or 
bonds.  This  mode  is  objected  to  by  some  on 
tlie  ground  that  these  securities  will  only  bring 
six  per  cent,  interest,  whilst  the  money  can  be 
loaned  at  ten  per  cent  interest  to  citizens  of  the 
State  upon  real  estate  security.  This  may  be 
true  ;  but  experience  proves  that  the  expense  of 
loaning,  looking  after  the  funds,  collecting,  dis- 
tributing, and  disbursing  the  ten  per  cent.,  re- 
duces this  seeming  large  per  cent,  to  perhaps 
less  than  six  per  cent.;  and  a  want  of  prompt- 
ness in  the  collection  and  disbursement,  creates 
continual  disappointments,  delays  and  troubles 
with  the  schools  who  depend  upon  the  funds  to 
pay  the  teachers. 

Whilst  the  one  system  insures  promptness, 
certainty,  and  security,  the  other  promises  noth- 
ing but  insecurity  tardiness,  delays,  and  disap- 
pointments, the  undersigned  most  respectluUy 
suggest  that  the  limitation  of  State  indebtedness 
prohibits  the  State  from  becoming  indebted  to 
this  fund  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  But  would  it  not  be  wise  to  mod- 
ify that  clause  by  allowing  the  State  to  borrow 
a  sufiicient  amount  of  the  school  fund  to  erect 
the  charitable  institutions  of  this  State  ?  The 
necessity  of  such  institutions  is  conceded.  Com- 
mon humanity  requires  the  earnest  and  speedy 
action  of  the  State  in  providing  for  the  insane, 
the  blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb,  &c.  These  insti- 
tutions belong  to  our  social  system,  and  will  last 
as  long  as  humanity  and  civilization  exist.  The 
expenditures  should  be  commensurate  with  the 
cause  and  the  object.  These  institutions  will 
pass  down  to  posterity,  and  continue  to  amelio- 
rate and  bless  the  poor  unfortunate  for  thou- 
sands of  years.  It  will  be  the  pride  and  glory  of 
this  age  tu  commence  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
this  great  system  of  governmental  charity  and 
benevolence.  To  do  this,  we  must  resort  to  di- 
rect taxation.  The  assessor,  the  tax  gatherer, 
and  local  and  State  treasurer,  and  disbursing 
agents,  are  all  to  be  hired  and  paid.  Not  more 
than  eighty  cents  of  every  dollar  paid  by  the 
people  will  find  a  place  in  the  walls  of  these  in- 


874         DISTRICTING  THE  STATE  FOR  JUDICIAL  PURPOSES.     [36tli  Day. 


Monday] 


GRAY— HAKRIS. 


[March  Sd 


stitutions.  The  money  thus  collected  is  worth 
ten  per  cent,  to  the  people,  where  the  tax  is 
levied.  We  have  the  school  fund  seeking  a  safe 
investment.  Why  not  discharge  the  tax  gath- 
erer, and  the  score  of  agents'?  Let  the  people 
keep  their  money,  and  pay  the  interest  on  'he 
moiicj'  borrowed  from  the  school  fund.  This 
system  will  equalize  the  burden  of  erecting  these 
institutions,  by  throwiug  a  portio;.  of  the  burthen 
upon  those  who  come  after  us,  and  cheapen  the 
system  to  all. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  most  respectfully, 
but  earnestly,  recommend  to  the  Convention  the 
adoption  of  the  following  sections,  to  be  attached 
to  the  schedule,  or  the  article,  "  School  Funds 
ana  School  Lands  :" 

Sec.  — .  For  the  purpose  of  establishing  and 
erecting  charitable  institutions  in  this  State,  the 
General  Assemljly  may  provi  le  by  law  for  bor- 
rowing from  the  School  and  L'niversitj'  funds 
such  sum  or  sums  that  they  may  deem  necessa- 
ry for  such  purposes,  for  which  thev  shall  pay 
to  the  school  fund  interest  at  not  less  than  six 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

Sec.  — .  That  the  School  and  University 
funds  that  exist  in  choses  in  action,  or  that 
have  been  loaned  out  by  any  officer  of  this  State, 
shall,  when  the  same  becomes  due,  be  collected 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and  the 
General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  perma- 
nent investment  of  said  fund,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  is  nut  required  by  the  Slate  to  establish 
charitable  institutions,  in  United  States,  or  se- 
lected interest-paying  State  securities,  bearing 
not  less  than  six  per  cent,  interest ;  and  that  no 
more  of  the  School  or  University  luuds  shall  be 
loaned  to  individuals. 

J.  C.  Hall, 
George  W.  Ells. 

Mr.  GR.W  moved  that  one  hundred  copies 
of  the  abuve  reports  be  printed  for  the  tise  of 
the  convention. 

The  question  being  taken,  upon  a  division, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to,  ayes  15,  noes  9. 

Districtiiiff  the  Slate  for  Judicial  Purposes. 

Mr.  IIARniS.  I  have  aresolution  here,  that 
I  desire  to  present  to  the  convention,  as  much 
for  the  purpose  of  ascenainiug  the  feeling  of  the 
convention  in  regard  to  a  (-ertain  matter,  as  for 
anything  else.  I  shou.d  have  no  objection  to 
its  being  referred  to  a  special  committee,  or  to 
any  other  disposition  of  it  that  gentlemen  may 
see  proper,  so  that  I  can  but  obtain  an  entire 
expression  of  the  sense  of  the  convention  upon 
it. 

The  resolu'ion  is  simply  in  relation  to  dis- 
tricting liie  state  for  judicial  purposes.  I  do  not 
understand  that  any  determinatit)n  has  been 
come  to  yet,  by  this  convention,  in  relation  to 
this  sul)ject.  So  f.ar  as  I  can  learn,  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  this  subject  would  most  orop- 
erly  be  submiltod,  would  report  against  it.  I 
merely  desire  an  exjjression  of  the  feeling  of  the 


convention.      I  therefore  submit  the   following 
resolution  : 

"Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  seven 
be  appointed  to  report  a  provision  dividing  tho 
state  into  judicial  districts  as  herein  provided; 
and  providing  that  a  district  judge  and  district 
attorney  be  elected  in  each  judicial  district  at 
the  general  election  in  October,  iSoV. 

"The  first  apportionment  of   the    state    into 
judicial  districts  to    continue  till    the  year 
shall  be  as  follows  : 

"The  first  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Lee,  Des  Moines,  Henry  and  Lou- 
isa. 

"The  second  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Muscatine,  Scott,  Cedar,  Clinton, 
Jackson  and  Jones. 

"The  third  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Dubuque,  Delaware,  Buchanan, 
Blackhawk  and  Grundy. 

"The  fourth  district  shall  be  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Clayton,  Alamakee,  Fayette, 
Winneshiek,  Bremer, Chickasaw,IIo ward, Butler, 
Floyd  and  Mitchell. 

"The  fifth  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Van  Buren,  Jefferson,  Davis,  Wapel- 
lo and  Keokuk. 

"  The  sixth  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Appanoose,  Monroe,  Wayne,  Lucas, 
Decatur,   Clark,  Ringgold  and  Union. 

"  The  seventh  district  shall  be  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Taylor,  Page,  Fremont,  Mills, 
.Montgomery,    Adams,  Cass  and  Potawattaraie. 

"The  eighth  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Mahaska,  Marion,  Jasper,  Warren, 
Polk,   Madison,  Dallas,  Adair  and  Guthrie. 

"  The  ninth  district  sL;;ll  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Johnson,  Iowa,  Powe- 
shiek, Tama,  Beuton,  and  Linn. 

"The  tenth  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Marshall,  Story,  Boone,  Green,  Cal- 
houn, Humboldt,  Webster,  Hardin,  Hamilton, 
Wright,  Franklin,  Cerro  Gordo,  Worth,  Han- 
cock, Winnebago  and  Kossuth. 

"The  eleventh  district  shall  be  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Harrison,  Shelby,  Audubon,  Car- 
roll, Crawford,  Monona,  Woodbury,  Ida,  Sac, 
Pocahontas,  Buena  Vista,  Cherokee,  Plymouth, 
Sioux,  O'Brien,  Clay,  Palo  Alto,  Emmett,  Dickin- 
son, Osceola  and  Buncombe." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  the  better  way  to  dis- 
pose of  this  nuitter  would  be  to  have  a  special 
committee  of  seven,  in  order  to  have  its  mem- 
bers jiretty  well  distributed  over  the  state,  so 
as  to  get  the  sense  of  the  whole  convention 
in  regard  to  it. 

I  would  like  to  assign  to  the  convention  one 
or  two  reasons  that  prompted  me  to  this  course. 
In  the  first  place,  I  understand  that  the  change 
made  by  the  convention,  cutting  the  number  of 
judicial  districts  in  the  state  from  their  present 
number  to  eleven,  was  to  get  clear  of  a  portion 
of  the  jud^'ea.     Now  I  also  understand  that  by  a 
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portion  of  the  constilution,  which  we  have  al- 
ready adopted,  no  judge  can  be  put  out  of  his 
office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected.  Every  judge  in  the  state  will 
continue  in  office  for  at  least  two  years  longer. 

Now  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  to  cut  the  dis- 
tricts down.  The  objection,  to  my  mind  Is,  that 
some  of  the  districts  in  the  state  are  too  small, 
and  there  is  not  an  equitable  district  in  the  west; 
they  are  too  large,  and  will  remain  so  for  two 
years.  And  I  understand  that  one  county  of 
considerable  business  is  not  includ'^d  in  any 
district  at  all ;  that  is,  the  county  of  Mills. 

I  present  this  subject  in  this  shape,  in  order 
to  get  some  equitable  provision  in  regard  to  the 
•west  made  in  this  matter.  I  would  prefer  to 
have  this  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
made  a  mere  resolution  instructing  that  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  dis- 
tricting the  state. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  this  resolu- 
tion, so  that  it  shall  instruct  the  committee  on 
the  schedule  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
the  proposed  arrangement  of  the  districts.  That 
committee  has,  I  believe,  gone  through  with 
everything  that  was  before  them,  except  this 
matter  of  apportionment.  And  they  may  as 
well  attend  to  this  matter  as  any  other  commit- 
tee. I  bel  eve  the  different  parties  here  are 
about  as  strongly  and  fairly  represented  upon 
the  committee  on  the  schedule,  as  they  probably 
would  be  upon  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
having  this  resolution  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  schedule  in  the  light  of  instructions. 

Mr  HALL.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson]  if  the  committee  on  the 
schedule  have  had  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  state  that  the  committee 
met  together  one  time,  but  came  to  no  definite 
conclusion  upon  this  subject.  A  report  has  been 
drawn  up,  and  is  now  being  examined  by  the 
members  of  the  committee.  What  their  final 
action  will  be  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  send 
this  matter  to  a  committee  that  has  already  de- 
cided against  it.  I  have  reason  for  believing 
that  there  are  many  counties  in  this  state  that 
will  not  have  she  benefit  of  a  judiciary  for  the 
next  two  years,  unless  some  provision  is  made 
here  to  secure  it  to  them.  I  think  it  is  our 
duty  to  relieve  them  from  this  difficulty.  And 
to  do  so  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  our 
re-districting  the  state. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  cannot  see  how  any  county 
in  this  state,  though  even  now  not  embraced  in 
any  judicial  district,  can  go  for  two  years  with- 
out being  incorporated  into  some  judicial  dis- 
trict. I  presume  there  would  be  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  this  convention,  in  relation  to  call- 
ing a  session  of  the  legislature  next  winter,  if 
necessary,  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  HALL.  Suppose  this  constitution  is  re- 
jected by  the  people? 


Mr.  WILSON.  Then  things  would  have  to 
remain  as  they  now  are  for  two  years. 

Mr.  HALL.  Even  if  the  constitution  be  adop- 
ted, the  legislature  would  be  left  to  re-district 
the  State;  and  they  could  not  do  so  under  two 
years.  In  either  case,  things  must  remain  as 
they  are  for  two  years,  unless  we  remedy  the 
difficulty  more  speedily  by  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  WILSON.  In  the  event  the  convention 
shall  refer  the  districting  of  the  State  to  the 
legislature,  the  General  Assembly  can  meet  next 
winter  and  provide  for  the  counties  row  unpro- 
vided for,  by  attaching  them  to  some  di.'^trict 
until  such  time  as  the  State  can  be  re-districted. 
I  would  prefer  to  have  this  matter  given  to  the 
committee  on  schedule. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  As  I  remarked  before,  if  this 
resolution  can  go  to  the  committee  on  schedule 
as  instructions,  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
course  being  pursued. 

I  wou'd  say  one  word  more  in  regard  to  this 
matter  of  districting  the  State.  If  th.U  is  done 
by  this  convention,  then,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
the  election  would  take  place  nest  October  ;  and 
under  the  provisions  of  this  constitution,  the 
judges  then  elected  would  go  into  office  next 
January.  The  legislature  that  meets  then  can 
proceed  to  re-district  the  State,  and  you  there- 
by gain  one  year  by  the  course  I  advocate,  be- 
sides the  advantage  of  an  equitable  division  of 
the  v>  ^tern  part  of  the  State. 

As  the  fev-  '  -  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall] 
has  said,  matters  must  remain  as  they  now  are 
for  two  years,  unless  we  proceed  to  district  the 
State  at  this  time.  If  the  legislature  districts 
the  State  next  winter,  the  election  for  judges 
will  not  take  place  until  a  year  from  ne?;t  Octo- 
ber, and  the  judges  then  elected  would  go  into 
office  a  year  from  next  January. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris],  if  the  resolution 
he  has  offered  is  a  resolution  of  instructions? 

Mr.  HARRIS.     It  is. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Instructing  the  committee  to 
report  this  plan  of  districting  the  State? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  That  is  the  way  the  resolution 
reads  now.  But  I  am  willing  to  modify  it,  so 
as  to  instruct  the  committee  to  district  the 
State,  leaving  the  details  to  them. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  be  willing  to  support  a 
resolution  to  instruct  a  committee  to  make  a  re- 
port in  favor  of  districting  the  State.  As  I  un- 
derstand it,  this  resolution  is  one  instructing 
the  committee  to  district  the  State  for  district 
attorneys,  &c. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  The  district  attorneys  are  pro- 
vided for  in  another  portion  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  be  in  favor  of  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  report  in  favor  of  district- 
ing the  State  for  judicial  purposes,  and  leave 
the  other  mattei's  out. 
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Mr.  HARRIS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
convention,  I  will  withdraw  the  resolution  I 
have  offered,  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  ano- 
ther in  a  different  form. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
•withdrawn. 

Mr.  HARRIS  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"  Resoh-ed,  That  the  committee  on  the  sched- 
ule be  instructed  to  report  a  plan  to  divide  the 
State  into  judicial  districts." 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  report,"  and  insert  the  words,  "inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting,"  so  that  the  reso- 
lution would  then  read — 

''Resoh-ed,  That  the  committee  on  the  sched- 
ule be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  a  plan  to  divide  the  State  into 
judicial  districts." 

^Ir.  SOLOMON.     I  fejl  a  great  deal  of  inter-  j  can  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it,  the  better.     And  if 
est  in  this  question,  especially  as  it  is  supposed  j  ■we  district  the    State    now,    the   people    will  so 


if  the  committee  has  had  this  matter  under  con- 
sideration ? 

Mr.  "WILSON.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
as  I  did  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  that  the  committee  have  had  no  formal 
meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  canvassing  this 
question,  at  all.  We  have  considered  our  re- 
port as  far  as  it  can  be  considered  at  present, 
and  it  is  now  being  submitted  to  the  members  of 
the  committee  for  their  examination  and  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  would  rather  have  that 
committee  instructed  directly  in  favor  of  divi- 
ding the  State  into  judicial  districts,  if  it  comes 
to  that.  This  proposition,  of  re-districting  this 
State,  and  electing  a  district  attorney  in  place 
of  our  county  prosecuting  attorneys,  changes 
one  grand  feature  of  our  judiciary  system.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  change,  and  that  tl3e  sooner 
that  it  can  be  inaugurated,   so  that   the  people 


to  be  the  most  sjieedy  means  of  getting  my 
county  into  a  judicial  district.  The  statement 
has  been  made  here  this  morning  that  my  coun- 
ty— the  county  of  .Mills,  is  not  in  any  judicial 
district  at  present.  The  facts  of  the  case  are 
these.     A  law  was  passed  during  the  last  ses- 


much  the  sooner  have  the  benefit  of  this  change. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  make  one  further 
suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Mills,  [Mr. 
Solomcn.]  I  cannot  now  state  what  the  action 
of  the  coratqittee  on  the  schedule  will  be  upon 
sion  of  the  legislature,  changing  the  se^-ent^h  j  ^l^i^  subject  But  in  the  event  that  the  commit- 
judicial  district^  to  which  Mills  county  belonged,  t^e  should  determine  against  the  propriety  of 
By  that  law  the  district  was  re-composed  of  four  now  districting  the  State  it  can  provide  in  the 
or  five  other  counties,  Mills  county  being  left  1  schedule  for  attaching  Mills  county  or  any  other 
out      And,   as   the   Secretary  of  State    informs  i  ^^,^^""^3%  to  some  judicial  district,  and  the  moment 

-  the  constitution  IS  adopted  It  would  be  in  a  judi- 

cial district,  which  would  be  sooner  than  if  we 
should  re-district  the  State. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  then  I  think  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution  if  not  amended.  I  would  vote  for 
instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  districting  the  State,  and  then 
when  they  make  their  report,  if  the  Convention 
is  not  satisfied  with  it,  they  can  amend  it.  But 
I  would  not  like  to  absolutely  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  provide  for  districting  the  State. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  to  make  the  resolution  one  of  in- 
quiry. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  H.VLL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  nmcndnicnt  was  adopted;  yeas  17, 
nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  I'rcsidcnt,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ells, 
dray,  llollingsworth,  Marvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Tod- 
hunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Clark  of  Alamakee,  Edwards,  Emerson, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palm- 
er, Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Skiff'  and  Solo- 
mon. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopt- 
ed. 


me,  no  action  was  taken  by  the  legislature  to 
place  Mills  county  in  any  of  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts. So,  as  a  matter  of  course,  she  is  not 
now  embraci  d  in  any  judicial  district.  Mills 
county  is  quite  a  populous  county,  and  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  litigation  iu  it,  affecting  large 
and  important  interests. 

And,  in  addition  to  that  fact,  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  regret  the  disposition  that  seems  to  be 
manifested  here  to  refer  tiiis  matter  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  schedule,  from  the  fact  that  I  am 
directly  informed,  and  I  believe  that  that  com- 
mittee have,  to  some  extent,  canvassed  the  pro- 
priety of  this  very  me  sure,  but  have  not  em- 
bodied it  in  their  report,  which  is  now  made  out, 
ready  to  be  presented  to  this  Convention.  That, 
I  think  is  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  this  whole 
matter.  I  would  prefer,  myself,  to  have  this 
subject  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  be 
composed  of  a  larger  number  than  the  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule,  the  members  to  bo  taken 
from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  report  of  the  comniiltce 
on  the  schedule  is  not  yet  completed.  We  have 
only  |)roceeded  as  far  as  we  could  under  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Convention,  up  to  this  time,  and  the 
report  is  left  open  for  the  further  action  of  the 
committee.  We  had  no  intention  to  submit  it 
to  the  Convention  until  we  had  obtained  further 
acl'on  of  the  Convention  in  regard  to  other  mat- 
ters. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.     I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
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Lomivig  tie  State  Capitol  and  University. 

Mr.  SKIFF  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

^'■Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  sched- 
ule be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the 
expt-dienc.y  of  permanently  locating  the  state 
capitol  aiid  the  state  university." 

Mr.  PALJMER.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  bti  iking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved," 
and  inserting  the  following: 

"That  the  (ollowing  be  inserted  as  a  separate 
article  in  the  constitution: 

ARTICLE  - — 
Seat  of  Government  and  State   University. 

Section  1.  The  seat  of  government  is  hereby 
permanently  located,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  at  the 
city  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  county  of  Polk;  and 
the  state  university  at  Iowa  City,  in  the  county 
of  Johnson." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  be  willing  to  accept  an 
amendment  to  my  resolution  so  as  to  require 
the  committee  on  the  schedule  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  such  an  article. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Da- 
vis, [Mr.  Palmer,]  is  not  strictly  in  order  to  a 
resolution  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  think  we  better  settle  this 
question  now  directly.  If  we  get  a  report  upon 
this  subject  from  the  committee  on  the  schedule, 
we  will  be  no  better  prepared  to  act  upon  the 
question  then  than  we  are  now.  The  same 
amount  of  discussion  would  take  place  upon 
their  report  that  there  will  upon  this  article  as 
now  introduce  .  If  the  gentleman  from  Jasper, 
[Mr.  Skift',]  will  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to 
require  the  committee  on  the  schedule  to  report 
a  provision  for  permanently  locating  the  seat  of 
government  at  Des  Moines,  and  the  state  uni- 
versity at  Iowa  City,  I  will  go  for  it.  But  a 
resolution  merely  instructing  the  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  such  a 
provision,  will  but  delay  the  matter  without  pro- 
ducing any  practical  results. 

Mr,  HALL.  I  understand  that  the  gentleman 
from  Davis  [Mr.  Palmer,]  has  introduced  his 
proposition  here  as  a  separate  article  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  it  is  now  upon  its  first  reading.  It 
relates  to  n  subject  upon  which  we  have  no  com- 
mittee. It  is  now  before  the  convention  as  a 
separate  and  distinct  proposition,  to  be  adopted 
or  rejected.  The  only  way  we  can  act  upon  it 
is  in  that  form,  or  to  refer  it  to  some  committee 
for  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  If  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  is  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  considered  as 
now  having  had  its  first  reading,  and  unless 
unanimous  cannot  be  given  for  its  further  con- 
sideration, it  must  lie  over  one  day  under  the 
roles. 

Ill 


Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  withdraw  my  resolution, 
in  order  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  D.avis  [Mr. 
Palmer,]  to  present  his  proposition  directly  to 
the  convention. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  This  subject  has  agitated 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  State  for  some 
time  past ;  and  I  for  one  am  very  desirous  to 
have  this  convention  take  some  decisive  action 
in  regard  to  it.  I  would  enquire  if  the  conven- 
tion, by  a  suspension  of  its  rules,  cannot  decide 
this  question  at  once. 

The  PRESIDENT.  They  can  ;  but  it  re- 
quires unanimous  consent  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  think  that  any  member  of 
this  convention  is  just  as  well  prepared  to  vote 
upon  this  question  at  this  time,  as  they  would 
be  after  it  was  referred  to  a  commiitee,  and  re- 
ported upon,  or  laid  over  one  day  or  more.  The 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  whole  State  are 
turned  to  the  two  subjects  embraced  iu  this 
proposition.  I  would  concede  a  great  deal  my- 
self, in  order  to  have  the  matter  definitely  set- 
tled, though  I  believe  my  constituents  are  in 
favor  of  the  proposition  introduced  hy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Davis,  [Mr.  Palmer.]  I  think  this 
question,  of  all  others,  should  be  determined 
definitely  by  this  convention,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State  at  large.  We  have  a  number  of  the 
professors  of  the  State  University  in  this  city, 
who  are  obliged  to  put  up  in  the  out-houses  here. 
I  think  it  is  important  this  question  should  be 
settled.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  convention  will 
now  consent  to  suspend  its  rules,  and  decide  for 
or  against  the  proposition  at  this  time. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  hope  this  subject  will  not  be 
pressed  to  an  immediate  consideration  at  this 
time.  For  my  part,  I  am  not  now  prepared  to 
act  upon  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  As  it  requires  unanimous 
consent  to  suspend  the  rules,  this  article  will 
accordingly  be  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

Unrolling  the  Journal. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

^'Resolved,  That  for  preparing  an  enrolled  copy 
of  the  journal  of  this  convention,  and  of  the  con- 
stitution, ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the  State 
Department,  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  be 
paid  the  sum  of        dollars." 

I  offered  a  resolution  some  days  since,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  convention,  requiring  the 
Secretary  to  prepare  an  enrolled  copy  of  the 
journal,  and  the  constitution,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  had  in- 
tended to  have  submitted  immediately  afterwards 
0  resolution  of  the  character  of  the  one  I  now 
offer.  But  the  subject  of  fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  our  ofBcers  came  up,  and  I  did  not  get 
the  opportunity  to  offer  this  resolution. 

I  find  that  it  is  necessary  to  determine  this 
matter,  so  as  to  enable  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures to   act  upon  it.     I,   therefore,  offer 
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this  resolution,  and  trust  it  will  be  adopted. 
The  convention  will  understand  that  the  origi- 
nal journal,  as  a  matter  of  cour.-e,  will  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer.  Another  cop.v  mu^'t 
be  made  for  the  purpose  designed  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

As  to  filling  the  blank,  I  can  only  guess  at  the 
proper  sraount  necessary  to  pay  the  Secretary. 
The  conclusion  in  my  mind  is,  that  two  hundred 
dollars  will  not  be  too  much,  or  too  little.  I, 
iberefore,  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  that  sum. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  the  words  "two  hundred,"  it 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  resolution  as 
amended  ;  and  being  taken,  there  were,  upon  a 
division,  ayes  9,  noes  2  ;  no  quorum  voting. 
The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  again. 
Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  hope  the  con- 
Tention  will  understand  this  matter.  The  facts 
of  the  case  are,  that  some  days  since  the  con- 
vention passed  a  resolution  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary to  prepare  an  enrolled  copy  of  the  journal 
of  this  convention,  and  of  the  constitution,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
That  will  require  the  Secretary  to  copy  the 
whole  of  the  journal,  as  the  original  must  go  to 
the  printer.  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  con- 
vention to  pay  the  Secretary  for  doing  this.  If 
I  had  thought  that  the  question  of  fixing  the 
salaries  of  our  officers  would  have  come  up  im- 
mediately after  the  former  resolution  was  adopted 
I  would  then  have  fixed  the  compensation  for 
this  service.  I  desire  to  have  this  matter  de- 
termined now,  so  that  the  committee  on  expen- 
ditures may  be  able  to  act  upon  it. 

The  question  being  then  taken  upon  the  reso- 
lu'ion  as  amended,  it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  like  to  ask,  for  the 
sake  of  information,  what  the  object  of  this  reso- 
lution is.  I  understand  that  it  is  to  pay  the 
clerk  for  enrolling  the  constitution. 
The  president!  And  the  journal. 
Mr.  TRAER.  la  it  necessary  to  have  the 
journal  enrolled  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     It  is,  in  order  to 

be  deposited  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  TRAER.     I    cannot   see  the  necessity  of 

it,  after  this  convention  has  ordered  the  number 

to  be  printed  that  it  lias. 

Mr.  TODllUNTER.  I  woujd  call  the  gentle- 
man to  order.  There  ia  uo  subject  before  the 
convention. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  merely  desire  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. 1  think  this  is  only  voting  money 
out  of  the  treasury  lor  that  wliich  is  not  neces- 
eary. 

Order  of  Businenf. 

The  PRESIDENT.      The  unfinished  business 


frage,  proposing  to  submit  to  the  people  of  this 
State,  the  question  of  striking  the  word  "white" 
faom  the  constitution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  move  that  the 
convention  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  that  resolution. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  call  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  ask  if  there  is  any 
other  subject  which  the  convention  can  proceed 
to  consider,  in  case  we  refuse  to  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  upon  this  resolution  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  cannot  say. 
This  is  the  only  unfinished  business  before  the 
convention  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  If  there  is  nothing  else  for  us  to 
do,  I  will  vote  for  going  into  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  move  to  amend 
the  motion  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  so 
that  it  will  be  to  go  into  committeeof  the  whole 
to-night  at  Y  o'clock. 

Mr.  HALL.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this 
convention  to  take  up  this  matter  now.  There 
were  very  few  alterations  made  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands,  by 
the  committee  to  which  it  was  recommitted,  and 
there  was  no  necessity  for  its  going  to  the  print- 
er. The  article  on  the  school  fund  was  not  al- 
tered three  lines  from  the  way  in  which  it  was 
originally  printed.  I  can  see  no  use  in  sending 
it  to  the  printer,  unless  to  spin  out  the  time  of 
this  convention.  All  the  changes  made  in  that 
report  can  be  explained  in  three  minutes.  I 
hope  that  some  gentleman,  who  voted  to  send 
that  report  to  the  printer,  will  move  a  reconsid- 
eration, so  that  we  may  have  it  back  again,  and 
proceed  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  CL.\IIK,  of  Alamake?.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  ordering  that  report  to  be 
printed. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is  not  now 
in  order,  there  being  another  motion  before  the 
convention,  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
upon  the  resolution  reported  from  the  eelecl 
committee  on  the  right  of  sulfrage. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  The  question  involved  in 
this  resolution  has  been  discussed  more  than  any 
other  question  that  has  been  before  this  conven- 
tion ;  and  to  my  mind,  and  I  have  no  doubt  to 
the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  State,  there  has  been  enough  already  said 
u[)on  the  subject.  I  think  that  every  member 
is  now  prepared  to  vote  directly  upon  the  reso- 
lution. \Vc  have  had  political  speeches  made 
here,  partisan  sjiceches  upon  both  sides;  a  suf- 
ficieut  number  of  them,  1  should  think,  to  satisfy 
every  member  upon  this  floor. 

I  hope  we  will  go  to  work  this  morning,  so 
that  we  may  be  able  to  adjourn  on  Wednesday 
next.  I  know  that  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
this  State  demand  it  at  our  hands.     I    am  very 


before  the  convention  is  the  resolution  leported  j  anxious  to  get  through  here  and  go  home.     And 
from  the   select  committee  on  the  right  of  suf-  'so  I  presume  is  every  member   upon  this  floor^ 
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•^ho  lives  at  any  great  distance  from  here,  and 
■who  has  not  been  able  to  go  home  every  day  or 
two. 

We  have  had  this  question  in  committee  of 
the  whole  some  four  or  five  different  times.  We 
spent  first  an  afternoon,  and  then  an  evening  in 
considering  this  resolution.  We  then  spent  the 
forenoon  of  the  next  day,  and  an  afternoon  of 
one  day  since  upon  it.  And  we  have  finally 
adopted  the  report  of  the  standing  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage.  I  hope  the  convention 
will  this  morning  do  one  of  two  things  ;  either 
reject  or  adopt  this  resolution,  and  then  go  on 
■with  the  other  business  of  this  convention. 

I  do  not  vrant  to  hear  any  more  political 
speeches  here.  I  do  not  want  to  make  any  my- 
self. I  have  not  said  a  word  upon  this  resolu- 
tion. I  am  willing  to  let  it  go  to  ihe  people 
without  anything  further  b<lng  said  upon  it 
here.  If  we  go  into  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  one  more  political  speech  is  mude  there,  the 
opposition  will  want  to  make  another  in  reply. 
And  so  it  will  go  on  from  day  to  day,  and  there 
will  be  no  telling  when  we  shall  be  able  to  ad- 
journ. 1  hope  the  convention  are  satisfied  with 
what  has  already  been  said  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  we  will  go  on  and  take  a  vote  upon  this 
resolution  this  morning. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  special  committee,  at  seven  o'clock  to-night. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  ask  the  mover  of  that 
motion  to  withdraw  it,  so  that  we  may  have  the 
question  taken  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  or- 
dering the  report  of  the  committee  on  educatioo 
and  school  lands  printed. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  at 
7  o'clock. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  like  to  have  the  question 
taken  upon  the  motion  to  re-consider  the  order- 
ing the  school  report  to  be  printed.  If  tliat  is 
not  carried,  I  will  then  vote  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  this  resolution. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
[Mr.  Clarke]  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gil- 
^^spy])  who  seems  to  have  got  into  a  great  hur- 
ry again.  This  convention  has  held  one  night 
session,  for  which  that  gentleman  voted.  An 
effort  was  made  here  again  to  have  another 
night  session,  and  that  gentleman  voted  against 
it.  A  second  attempt  was  made  to  get  a  night 
session,  and  that  gentleman  voted' against  i: 
again.  1  voted  the  first  time  pgainst  having  a 
night  ses^on,  because  I  wanted  to  devote  that 
time  to  committees.  But  I  voted  for  it  the  other 
times,  but  the  gentleman  was  not  willing  to 
have  them  then.  But  now  he  is  getting  into  a 
hurry  again. 

Now  I  know  of  nothing  before  this  convention 
for  us  to  do,  unless  we  go  into  ci  mmitiee  of  the 


■whole  upon  this  resolution,  which  I  hope  the 
convention  will  do.  1  do  not  want  to  be  called 
upon  to  act  upon  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  education  and  school  lands,  without  having 
that  report  before  me.  I  consider  that  one  of 
the  most  important  articles  of  the  constitution 
before  this  convention,  and  I  want  to  know  just 
exactly  what  I  am  to  vote  upon  before  I  give  a 
vote  upon  that  subject.  I  hope  the  convention 
will  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  and  decide 
this  resolution  to-day. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  did  vote  for  the  first  night 
session.  The  gentleman  from  Jffferson  [Mr. 
Wilson]  wishes  to  create  the  impression  that  I 
wanted  to  dodge  my  former  position,  when  the 
question  for  a  night  session  came  up  the  second 
time.  But  upon  that  occasion,  I  stated  emphat- 
ically that  I  gave  my  vote  against  the  night 
session,  upon  the  ground  that  the  gentleman 
from  Warren  [Mr.  Todhunter],  the  gentleman 
from  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris],  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Washington  [Mr.  Bunker],  were  too 
unwell  to  attend.  It  was  upon  that  ground, 
and  upon  no  other,  that  I  gave  that  vote.  I 
stated  so  then  and  I  state  it  now;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  I  have  referred  will  bear  me 
witness  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  HALL.  This  subject  of  schools  and 
school  lands  has  been  before  this  convention  lor 
a  long  time.  It  was  most  thoroughly  discussed 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  also  in  conven- 
tion; and  it  was  then  re-committed  to  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lauds,  two  mem- 
bers having  been  added  to  that  committee.  That 
committee  have  unanimously  reported  the  sub- 
ject back  to  the  convention,  after  making  such 
amendments  as  they  considered  necessary,  and 
which  were  suggested  by  members  of  the  con- 
vention, two  or  three  modificadons  only.  They 
have  divided  the  subject  into  two  articles — one 
upon  education  and  schools,  and  the  other  upon 
the  school  fund  and  school  lands.  The  one  upon 
education  and  schools  is  the  only  one  in  which 
any  changes  whatever  are  made.  The  other  ar- 
ticle remains,  with  some  slight  alterations  made 
in  convention,  as  it  was  printed  before.  There 
is  no  earthly  necessity  at  all  for  having  those 
reports  printed  again.  There  are  but  iwo  or 
three  lines  of  change  in  the  article  on  the  school 
fund  and  school  lands;  mere  clerical  amend- 
ments, which  any  member  can  make  in  five 
minutes  in  the  report  as  already  printed.  The 
other  one  is  as  it  passed  through  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  as  it  was  amended  in  the  con- 
vention, with  two  or  three  exceptions.  One 
amendment  proposed  is  to  make  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  the  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion another  is,  to  give  executive  powers  to  the 
secretary  of  the  board  ;  another  is,  to  take  the 
veto  power  from  the  Governor;  another  is,  to 
give  to  the  legislature  the  power  to  modify  or 
Hbolish  this  board  of  education,  after  the  year 
18G5.  These  are  the  only  important  amendments 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

This  report  was  made  unanimously  by  the 
committee,  and  there  was  no  necessity   for   de- 
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laying  its  consideration  until  to-morrow  morn-  I 
ing.  in  order  to  have  it  printed.  If  gentlemen  [ 
cannot  understand  it  as  it  is  now,  after  tiie  dis-  i 
cussion  we  have  bad  upon  it,  they  will  not  un-  { 
derstand  itafter  it  is  printed.  j 

It  appears  to  rae  that  this  is  only  an  effort   to  • 
stave  off  this  question,  endeavoring  to  postpone  \ 
it,  to  worry  out  this  convention  with   this    sub- j 
ject.     I  hope  the  convention  will  reconsider  the  i 
vote,  ordering  that  report  to  be  printed,  have  it  j 
back  here  again,  and  take  it  up  and  dispose   of 
it,  so  that  it  can  go  to  the  committee  of  revision 
and  be  prepared  for  its  tuird  reading.     We  have  j 
little  time  enough,  if  we  adjourn  on  Wednesday  ! 
next,  to  close  up  our  labors  by  that  time.     I  call  | 
upon  all  members  who  voted  for   the    resolution  ' 
to  adjourn  ou  Wednesday  next,  to  sustain  me  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  GIBSOX.     I  hope  the  convention  -will  not  [ 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole    upon    this   res- 
olution at  present.     It  seems  to  me  that  such    a 
course  is  uncalled  for.     If    there  be  any  abso-  [ 
lute  necessity  for  going  into    committee  of  the 
whole    it    would  be     better  to  do    so  at   seven 
o'clock  this  evening.  I  cannot  see  any  real  neces-  i 
sity  for  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
this  question  at  all.     As    has    been   already  re- 
marked,  there  has  been  a    discussion    on    this 
question  ever  since  the    commencement    of  this 
session.     I  suppese    every  member   here   is   as 
fully  prepared   now  to  vote  upon  this  question, 
as  he  can  be  after  another  week's  discussion. 

I  find  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  gen- 
tlemen to  claim  that  we  are  getting  in  too  great  a 
hurry,  especially  after  we  have  spent  an  eve- 
ning in  committee  of  the  whole  upon  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  very  well  understood  what  gentlemen 
mean  by  this  char  ge.  1  say  that,  in  a  party 
point  of  view,  the  democratic  party  of  this  con- 
vention have  not  spent  tlie  time  usuallv  allotted 
to  the  business  of  this  convention  in  discussing 
this  question.  It  is  true  the  members  of  the 
democratic  party  did  occupy  one  evening  of  the 
convention,  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson.]  But  it  is  well  known 
that  the  opposition  spent  the  whole  of  the  next 
day,  both  the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions, 
in  discussion  u[)on  this  question.  They  spent 
more  than  double  the  time  in  arguing  this 
question,    that  the  democratic  party  did. 

When  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  wish  to 
make  political  use  of  this  matter,  let  them 
specify  what  has  been  done,  and  let  the  people 
know  that  they  have  sp(nt  a  whole  day  in  the 
discussion  of  this  question,  while  we  have  only 
epent  an  evening,  at  a  time  when  wo  were  not 
occupying  the  regular  hours  of  the  sessions  of 
the  convention.  I  believe,  from  what  I  have 
seen  here,  that  the  Democratic  party  are  willing 
to  let  this  matter  rest  here,  and  come  to  a  direct 
vote  upon  it;  and  if  we  are  voted  down,  they 
will  cheerfully  submit.  They  have  no  anxiety 
for  manufacturing  capital  out  of  this  question. 
I  think  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  are  press- 
ing tills  que.stiou  a  little  ton  fast.  It  is  true 
they  have  the  power  to  prolong  and  protract 


this  discussion  for  days  together.  But  I  ask 
gentlemen  if  it  will  change  the  vote  of  a  soli- 
tary member  upon  this  floor?  Are  not  gentle- 
men just  as  ready  i.nd  as  well  prepared  now  to 
vote  upon  this  question  as  they  will  be  after  a 
protracted  discussion?  I  thiulv  they  are.  I  do 
not  now  intend  to  say  a  word  upon  the  merits 
of  the  question.  Gentlemen  understand  the 
question  perfectly.  If  gentlemen  of  the  major- 
ity are  willing  to  vote  for  the  proposition  now 
before  them,  let  them  place  their  names  upon 
the  record  to  that  effect,  and  let  them  go  before 
their  constituency  and  defend  themselves  in 
that  respect,  if  they  can.  These  are  my  views 
upon  this  subject.  I  hope  that  the  convention 
will  not  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  this  subject  at  all. 

Mr.  GLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  would  suggest  to 
those  gentlemen  who  have  so  much  to  say  about 
saving  the  time  of  the  convention,  that  when  we 
have  finally  adjourned,  if  they  will  look  to  the 
reports  of  our  proceeding",  they  will  find  that 
more  time  of  the  convention  has  really  been 
wasted  by  these  discussions,  in  what  they  claim 
to  have  been  efforts  to  save  time,  than  by  dis- 
cussions upon  the  great  principles  that  hive 
come  up  here  for  our  action ;  and  that  these 
very  men  who  are  eternally  talking  about  sav- 
ing time,  are  the  ones  who  have  consumed  the 
most. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  does 
not  alludi-  to  myself. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  gentleman  re- 
minds me  in  this  matter  of  the  man  who,  pass- 
ing along  where  there  was  a  free  fight  going  on, 
stopped  and  very  innocently  inquired  whether 
'  that  ar  was  a  free  fight."  They  told  him  it 
was.  Then  said  he"  I'm  in."  He  threw  off  his 
coat  and  joined  in,  but  receiving  more  blows 
than  he  gave,  ho  agaiu  made  the  inquiry — "  is 
this  ar  a  free  fight?''  And  when  they  told  him 
it  was,  then  said  he  '-I'm  out."  (Laughter.) 
And  so  it  is  with  these  gentleman  who  are  con- 
tinually talking  :  boat  wasting  the  time  of  the 
convention.  They  join  in  when  it  is  a  free  fight, 
and  consume  a  whole  evening,  but  receiving 
more  blows  than  they  ga\e,  they  now  want  to 
get  out.     (Laughter.) 

I  am  i-ather  surprised  at  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  DcS  Moines,  [.Mr.  Hall.]  in  re- 
gard to  his  report  ou  the  schoid  system.  He 
seems  to  be  afraid  to  have  it  printed  and  pre- 
sented to  this  body  for  close  examination  and 
scrutiny.  It  is  certainly  not  the  same  report 
that  we  had  printed  before,  and  laid  before  us 
for  examination.  The  gentleman  cannot  forget, 
certainly,  that  ho  inifilored  us,  from  time  to  time, 
when  we  came,  in  the  order  of  busines.s,  to  the 
consideration  of  this  report,  not  to  take  it  up 
then;  that  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  enter 
upon  its  discussion;  and  it  was  accordingly 
postponed,  from  time  to  lime,  at  his  request.  It 
has  been  a  subject  upon  which  the  minds  of  the 
convention  have  been  less  united,  and  less  pre- 
pared to  act,  than  any  other  subject  which  has 
come  before  us.     Gentlemen  have  gone  oa  and 
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amended  that  report,  until  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines  himself  does  not  recognize  it.  I 
hardly  know  what  it  is  now  myself;  and  I  pre- 
sume other  gentlemen  are  similarly  situated 
The  amendments  made  to  it  have  come  in  sepa- 
rately, and  we  have  not  seen  them  together. 
We  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  together,  to  see  how  the  system,  as  now 
perfected,  is  going  to  operate. 

If  this  committee,  after  taking  up  this  report, 
which  has  been  considered  here  in  convention, 
have  sent  it  back  to  us  with  such  essential  mod- 
ifications as  they  have  reported,  I  ask  may  not 
some  other  gentlemen,  when  they  come  to  con- 
sider it,  suggest  some  essential  modifii'ations  that 
would  improve  it?  I  desire  to  have  the  report 
before  me,  to  see  what  there  is  in  it.  1  like  the 
gentleman's  plan  for  some  reasons,  but  there  are 
other  things  in  it  that  I  do  not  like.  I  wish  to 
Lave  the  report  printed,  so  that  I  may  have  it 
before  me  for  examination  ;  and  perhaps  I  may 
then  find  that  all  the  objections  which  I  have  to 
it  will  be  removed.  It  was  fur  this  reason  that 
I  voted  for  the  printing  of  this  report. 

I  am  opposed  to  holding  evening  sessions.  We 
are  all  worked  hard  enough  during  our  regular 
sessions,  without  having  to  come  up  here  even- 
ings to  spend  three  or  four  hours  more.  We  are 
all  more  or  less  suffering  from  geneial  debility, 
in  consequence  o*"  our  close  confinement  here, 
during  tlie  day  time,  without  being  compelled  to 
hold  evening  sessions. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  So  far  as  this  free  fight  is  con- 
cerned, if  we  are  in  it,  we  are  prepared  to  stay 
in  it.  We  do  not  ask  to  get  out  of  it ;  and  if 
we  are  whipped  here,  we  mean  to  appeal  to  a 
higher  tribunal.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
need  not  get  up  here  and  say  that  we  want  to 
back  out  of  it.  If  we  are  in  it,  we  are  ready  to 
meet  the  issue,  and  if  we  are  beaten,  I  repeat 
again,  that  we  will  appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question.  Does  he  really  mean  to  appeal  to 
a  higher  tribunal?     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  GIBSON.  Yes,  sir,  we  do  mean  to  appeal 
to  a  higher  tribunal. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  wish  to  inquire  whethei 
this  resolution  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
right  of  suffrage,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
convention  ?  The  committee  of  the  whole  re- 
ported it  back  to  the  convention,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again.  If  we  have  had  leave  to  sit 
again  upon  this  matter,  is  it  not  really  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  the  opin- 
isn  that  thi!  committee  i/f  the  whole  reported  it 
back  to  the  convention,  and  that  they  were 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  My  impression  was  that  they 
were  not  discharged  ;  but  tL::t  they  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  opinion  of  the  chair 
is,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  ihe 
su  bject. 


Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
chair  in  what  position  the  question  is  now  placed 
before  the  convention  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  These  resolutions  are  now 
before  the  convention  upon  their  second  read- 
ing, and  open  to  amendment.  A  motion  to 
commit  them  either  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  or  to  any  other  committee,  would  be  ia 
order. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Is  there  a  motion  now  pending 
to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  this 
question? 

The  PRESIDENT.     There  is. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  So  far  as  consuming  the  time 
of  this  convention  upon  this  suhject  is  concern- 
ed, that  chargecannot  belaid  lo  me.  If  gentle- 
men think  it  necessary,  in  order  to  place  them- 
selves in  a  proper  position  !  efore  their  constit- 
uents, that  they  should  be  heard  upon  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  no  oiijections  to  suying  they  may 
have  the  opportunity  to  spread  their  speeches 
upon  the  jour  al.  i  desire  to  come  to  a  direct 
vote  upon  this  question.  lam  opposed  to  going 
into  committee  of  the  whole  ;  but  if  we  must 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole,  I  would  prefer 
to  do  so  this  evening.  Our  several  committees 
can  do  nothing  while  the  convention  is  in  ses- 
sion. If  we  can  talk  about  nothing  else  than 
this  question,  let  us  adjourn  and  give  the  com- 
mittees an  opportunity  to  consult  together.  I 
am  in  favor  of  reconsidering  the  vote  ordering 
the  printing  the  report  of  the  committee  upon 
schools.  In  saying  this  I  do  not  commit  myself 
to  any  particular  system  ;  but  I  think  that  we 
shall  save  one  day's  time  by  reconsidering. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is,  shall  the 
convention  resolve  itself  now  into  committee  of 
the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  right  of 
suffrage  ? 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  move  to  amend  by  saying 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  for  one,  am  not  now  pre- 
pared to  take  up  the  report  of  the  comnnttee  on 
schools  When  that  report  was  first  made  to 
the  convention  it  appeared  to  be  quite  elabo- 
rately drawn,  and  there  were  principles  involved 
in  it,  which  I  could  by  no  means  support.  The 
gentlera\n  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  has 
labored  hard  in  this  matter,  and  I  disliked  very 
much  to  place  myself  in  opposition  to  his  re- 
port. But  there  were  principles  in  it  which  I 
could  not  support.  It  has  now  come  back  from 
the  comni'.ttee,  with  many  alterations,  which  are 
material.  I  wish  to  know  what  I  am  v.  ting  up- 
on, and  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  act  upon 
this  report,  until  it  is  printed  and  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  One  branch  of  the  report  has 
been  before  the  gentleman  sitjce  the  first  week 
of  the  session,  and  has  passed  through  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  and  the  convention,  with- 
out modification  or  change. 

The  report,  as  the  gentleman  must  be  aware, 
is  divided  into  two  articles.     1  speak  in  relation 
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to  school  funds  and  lands.  C:in  gentleman  say 
they  want  that  printed?  Surely  not.  It  would 
only  be  a  reprint  of  what  has  already  been 
printed.  There  are  not  five  word.^  altered  in  it. 
There  are  only  three  madificatious  made  in  ihe 
other  article,  one  of  which  was  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  [.Mr.  Clarke].  Another 
liaS  been  repeatedly  discussed  in  the  convention, 
and  another  was  only  the  taking  off  what  the 
conveatiou  had  added  to  the  original  report — 
and  that  is  the  veto  power.  There  is  but  one 
serious  change  made  in  the  report,  from  the  time 
it  came  from  the  committee  of  the  whole;  and 
that  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Henry  [.Mr  Clarke]. 

lam  willing  to  devote  any  reasonable  time  to 
this  question  ;  but  believing  that  the  opposition 
which  is  manifested  h  re  to  it,  is  assumed  more 
out  of  general  hostility  to  the  measure  itself 
than  from  anything  else,  I  must  persist  in  hav- 
ing at  least  that  portion  of  the  school  report, 
which  remains  as  it  was  originally  printed, 
taken  up  and  acted  upon.  There  is  no  real  ne- 
cessity that  we  should  not  do  it.  The  report, 
•with  the  amendments  which  I  have  mentioned, 
is  presented  substantially  as  it  came  from  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  If  the  committee  had 
not,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  this  matter  to 
the  convention,  I  would  not  say  one  word.  But 
after  the  time  we  have  already  expended  upon 
this  matter,  I  do  not  deem  it  proper  to  delay  it 
any  longer.  If  gentlemen  were  so  disposed,  I 
believe  we  could  come  to  a  vote,  and  dispose  of 
this  question  very  soon. 

Mr.  CL.iRK,  of  Alamakee.  I  cannot  see 
the  necessity  of  printing  so  much  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committer  on  the  school  question, 
&-  has  been  once  printed.  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  no  material  alteration  in  that  part  of 
the  report  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  [.Mr.  Hall]  alludes,  and  I  cannot  see  the 
necessity  for  incurring  the  expense  of  printing 
it,  and  subjecting  ourselves  to  the  delay  thereby 
occasioned. 

The  I'KIOSIDENT.  The  question  is  now  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Clarke],  that  wo  go  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Upon  this  question, 

Mr.  H.\LL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
thisy  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  j'cas  and 
nays,  and  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
15,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Me.s.«rs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edward.-*,  Klls, 
Gower,  Gray,  lI(dlitiKsworth,  Marvin,  Scott, 
iSeely,  Skiff,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  .Vlamalice,  Day, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillasfiy,  Ilall,  Harris,  John- 
ston, Palmer,  Patterson,  I'clers,  Price,  Solomon, 
Todlnuiier,  Traer  and  Warren. 

ThePIlKSlDENT.  What  disposition  will  the 
couventiuQ  make  of  the  resolution? 


Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be 
made  the  special  order  for  this  evening,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  at  7  o'clock. 

xMr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  When  this  sub- 
ject fiist  came  up,  the  minority  upon  this  floor 
were  very  anxious  to  have  it  discussed  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  in  evening  sessions.  But 
since  they  have  once  had  the  privilege  of  dis- 
cussing it  in  evening  sessions,  two  motions  have 
been  made  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  in 
the  evening,  with  the  view  of  taking  up  this 
subject,  and  they  have  been  voted  down.  I  am 
opposed  to  taking  it  up  this  evening,  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  to  be  a  lecture  which  I  de- 
sire to  attend,  and  which  I  apprehend  other 
gentlemeu  here  would  like  to  attend. 

So  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  I  am 
ready  to  vote  upon  it  now.  I  have  no  wish  to 
discuss  it  any  further  myself.  As  the  conven- 
tion have  refused  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  upon  this  subject,  and  if  there  be  any 
likelihood  of  forwarding  our  business  by  it,  I 
would  just  as  soon  vote  upon  this  question  now 
as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [.Mr  Clarke]  is  very  much  mistaken. 
After  that  resolution  came  in,  the  minority  never 
opened  their  !i»is  until  its  friends  had  discussed 
;c  for  a  whole  aay.  They  then  voted  for  an  eve- 
ning sesiiou,  in  order  that  this  subject  might  be 
disposed  of  there,  and  that  it  might  not  inter- 
fere with  the  regular  session.  We  have  not 
occupied  one  hour  of  the  regular  sessions  of  the 
convention  in  the  di-cussion  of  this  question, 
and  we  are  not  responsible  for  the  time  that  has 
been  wasted  upon  this  resolution.  The  speeches 
made  upon  our  side  were  provoked  by  a  most 
violent  speech  from  the  gentleman  from  Lucas, 
[Mr.  Edwards.]  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
now  charge  this  waste  of  time  upon  the  minor- 
ity, and  this,  too,  after  we  have  been  dragooned 
into  saying  something;  after  we  have  had 
speeches  here  evidently  intended  to  provoke  us; 
and  after  we  have  persisted  in  our  silence  for 
five  or  six  hours.  1  am  willing  that  the  con- 
vention shall  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  in 
the  evening;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  devote  the 
regular  session  of  the  day  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     I  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  hope  the  convention  will 
not  sustain  any  gag  law,  when  a  member  has 
been  attacked. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  gentleman  de- 
sire to  make  a  personal  explanation  ? 

Mr.  EDWARDS.     I  do. 

The  PRESIDE.NT.  The  Ch.air  thiuks  that  the 
gentleman  would  then  be  in  order. 

.Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  reiterate  what  I  said  upon 
a  former  occasion,  that  I  was  induced  to  make 
the  speech  I  did,  from  what  had  been  said  hero 
during  one  half  day,  by  gentlemen  upon  the  op- 
po^ile  side  in  politics  with  myself.  It  will  be 
r.'collected  that  a  report  w:is  made  here  by  a 
Bjloct  committee,  upon  a  matter  which  had  been 
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referred  to  the  standing  committee,  of  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  chairman.  The  select  com- 
mittee reported  a  resolution,  which  I  did  not 
consider  germain  to  the  report  of  the  standing 
committee.  1  thought  it  ought  not  to  go  with 
it,  and  that  if  it  were  adopted,  it  should  go  to 
the  committee  on  schedule.  I  was  opposed,  as 
an  individual,  to  the  principles  of  that  resolu- 
tion, and  if  I  am  called  upon  to  votca  up.iu  it, 
I  shall  vote  against  it.  I  had  no  objectious, 
however,  to  giving  the  people  of  the  State  the 
privilege  of  passing  upon  it,  as  upon  all  other 
questions. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,]  made  a  very  elaborate 
report  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  upon 
this  question,  which  they  desired  to  nave  printed. 
It  would  then  be  endorsed  by  the  convention, 
and  go  before  the  country,  a  garbled,  ex  parte 
statement,  without  being  answered.  When  I 
witnessed  the  manoeuvring  of  the  gentleman  for 
half  a  day,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  conceived,  of 
putting  the  republican  party  in  a  false  pos'tion 
before  the  people,  I  felt  justified  then  in  making 
the  speech  I  did.  That  speech,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  has  now  gone  upon  the  records  of  the 
convention,  and  the  people  will  determine 
whether  I  was  justified  or  not  in  making  the  re- 
marks I  did  under  the  circumstances.  I  repeat 
that  I  felt  justified  in  making  the  speech  I  did, 
after  seeing  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman,  in 
spending  half  a  daynn  manoeuvring,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  the  convention  to  print  and  en- 
dorse his  report,  which  was  so  elaborately 
drawn  up,  and  which  has  since  been  printed  in 
the  "  Daily  Reporter"  of  this  city.  It  has  been 
sent  forth,  under  a  complete  misapprehension  of 
the  facts,  as  I  think  ;  and  the  impression  is  evi- 
dently intended  to  be  created,  that  there  has 
been  an  attempt  on  this  side  of  the  convention 
to  gag  the  minority.  I  say  that  there  has  been 
no  such  thing  The  printing  of  that  repot  t  was 
altogether  unnecessary ;  and  would  have  been 
unfair  and  unjust,  if  it  had  been  allowed. 

Mr.  PRICE.  As  one  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  that  made  the  report  upon  this  sub- 
ject I  cannot  suifer  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Lucas  [Mr.  Edwards,]  to  pass  uncon- 
tradicted. I  hardly  know  what  is  meant  by  the 
expression,  that  the  minority  have  made  a  gar- 
bled report,  and  that  they  were  desirous  to  get 
the  endorsement  of  the  convention  for  this  re- 
port, by  obtaining  their  permission  to  print  it. 
The  mere  printing  of  the  report  by  the  conven- 
tion would  be  no  endorsement  of  it.  It  was  but 
an  ordinary  courtesy  of  the  convention  to  per- 
mit the  minority,  as  well  as  the  majority,  report 
to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be  printed.  If  the 
convention  had  sanctioned  the  proposition  to 
print  the  minority  report,  it  would  have  been  no 
endorsement  of  it  by  the  convention. 

The  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,] 
when  he  made  his  speech,  and  descended  into 
the  political  sewer,  and  became  a  political  scav- 
enger upon  this  subject,  stultified  himself,  and 
departed  from  the  recommendation  of  his  ma- 


jority report.  As  a  member  of  the  majority  of 
the  committee  he  stultified  himself  in  recom- 
mending that  the  word  "white"  should  not  be 
stricken  out;  and  yet  he  abuses  the  minority  of 
this  committee,  and  objects  to  their  report  for 
making  the  same  recommendation. 

I  have  not  mingled  in  this  debate  heretofore, 
although  I  am  in  the  habit  of  talking  in  a  cam- 
paign, when  such  subjects  come  up.  But  after 
what  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  gentleman 
from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards,]  I  shall  consider 
myself  bound  to  reply  to  his  remarks,  if  this 
subject  shall  again  be  opened  for  discussion.  I 
shall  vote  against  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  and  against 
the  proposition  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Conven- 
tion, to  re-open  and  re-argue  this  matter  here. 
I  desire  to  bring  this  questii>n  to  a  direct  vote. 
It  has  been  made  a  political  matter  upon  both 
sides;  and,  although  republicans  have  taken 
more  part  in  the  discussion  than  the  democrats, 
and  have  occupied  more  time,  I  shall  vote 
against  holding  an  evening  session,  or  occupy- 
ing any  further  time,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
opening and  re-discussing  this  question.  How- 
ever much  I  may  desire  to  reply  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Ed- 
wards,] I  forego  this  privilege,  for  I  desire  that 
the  time  of  this  Convention  shall  not  be  further 
consumed.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  yeas  and 
nays  will  be  taken  upon  this  question,  so  that  it 
shall  be  shown  upon  the  record  who  the  gentle- 
men are  that  desire  to  prolong  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  and  keep  it  before  the  Convention 
for  the  purpose  of  making  political  speeches. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  voted  against 
going  into  committee  of  the  whole,  because  i 
desired  to  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  Con- 
vention. I  have  become  convinced  that  any  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  Convention  to  stave  oif 
this  matter  is  useless.  Discu.ssion  must  inevita- 
bly come,  and  it  may  as  well  come  now  as  at 
any  other  time.  I  therefore  move  to  reconsid- 
er the  vote  by  which  it  was  determined  that 
this  matter  should  not  go  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole.  * 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  do  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech  upon  this  question;  but  I  wish  simply 
to  put  myself  right  upon  the  record.  It  is  very 
well  known  to  the  Convention  that  I  have  felt 
anxious  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  school 
fund,  and  1  desire  to  act  in  this  matter  free  from 
all  political  considerations.  Prior  to  the  action 
of  the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands, 
i  had  conversed  with  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  in  regard  to  the  disposition 
of  the  school  fund  of  the  8tate,  He  approved 
of  the  plan  which  I  suggested,  and  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  he  would  assist  me  in  carrying 
it  out.  I  offered  a  resolution  here  embodying 
my  views  in  regard  to  this  matter,  expecting 
that  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
would  come  to  my  aid.  After  it  was  introduced 
I  received  the  impression  that  the  gentleman 
f  om  Des  Moines  was  going  to  oppose  it,  and  in 
conversation  with  some  of  my  political  friends, 


884 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


[SGth  Day. 


Monday,] 


UALL— SOLOMOX— HARKIS— TODUUNTER,  ic. 


[March  HA 


they  confirmed  me  in  tbe  opinion  that  he  was 
intending  to  oppose  it.  I  then  got  up  and  with- 
drew it.  How  iuu  I  met?  I  fiii'i  that  the  very 
persons  who  proposed  to  favor  my  proposition, 
now  oppose  it  strenuously  ;  and  1  find  that  the 
gentlemin  from  Des  Moines  is  ready  to  espouse 
it.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  ready  to  support  this 
report:  and,  in  so  doing.  I  hold  myself  free 
from  all  political  considerations.  I  support 
what  I  believe  will  tend  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  education,  and  I  think  that  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  we  ought  to  rise  superior  to  all 
political  considerations. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  before 
the  convention  is  upon  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark]  to  re- 
consider the  vote  just  taken  by  which  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
■whole  upon  this  resolution. 

Mr.  HALL,  Will  this  motion  supercede  the 
other  question  before  the  convention  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  opinion 
it  will.  The  rule  upon  this  subject  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  When  a  motion  has  been  made  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
for  any  member,  voting  with  tbe  majority,  to 
move  fur  a  reconsideration  thereof,  on  the  same 
or  the  succeeding  day,  of  the  silting  of  the  con- 
vention, and  such  motion  nhall  take  precedpice 
of  all  olker  vwlions,  except  the  motion  to    adjourn.'" 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  not  prevail.  We  have  refused  to  go 
into  cumujittee  of  the  whole  uj/on  a  question,  in 
the  consideration  of  which  we  have  heard  gen- 
tlemen discuss  sui)jects  that  have  nothing  to  do 
T»ith  it.  This  is  the  leason  why  1  have  invari- 
ably voted  against  going  into  committee  of  the 
wliole  upon  this  sul'jict.  We  have  voted  down 
tbe  proposition  to  go  into  commitie  of'ihe  whole, 
upon  tins  mutter.  'J  he  question  now  pending  is 
to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  this 
question  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening.  If  we 
reconsider  the  vote  already  taken  ai  d  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  upon  this  question  now, 
we  shall  spend  this  whole  day  in  discussion 
upon  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill.  The  people 
of  the  country  have  voted  already  upon  this 
question,  anU  the  voiccofthis  country  has  been 
pronounced  upon  it.  1  hope. ve  will  not  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  we  refused  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  but  that  we  will  now 
lay  aside  all  this  discussion  upon  political  topics 
and  proceed  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  tbe 
echool  question,  the  most  im[iorlant  question 
which  this  convention  has  yet  had  before  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  strikes  me  that  we  have  a 
question  of  reconsideration  previously  introduc- 
ed. There  was  a  quentiou  made  to  reconsider 
this  question  of  printing. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand that  it  was  seconded. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  1  seconded  it  myself.  I  think 
that  would  be  the  first  question  in  order,    if  the 


decision  of  the  Chair  be  correct,  and   1  suppose 
it  is. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  whether  a  motion 
to  reconsider  another  vote  which  was  not  stated 
by  the  Chair,  can  take  precedeuceof  the  motion 
now  made  to  reconsider. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  tbe  motion  of  the  gentlem.n  from  Ala- 
makee,  [Mr.  Clark]  will  take  precedence. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  voted  against  going 
into  comn)ittee  of  the  whole  upon  this  question. 
I  did  £0  under  the  conviction  that  we  had  al- 
ready had  enough  of  this  discussion  in  a  polit- 
ical shape.  1  am  told,  however,  by  members 
that  we  are  compelled  to  have  this  discussion, 
and  that  we  cannot  get  rid  of  it.  There  are 
matters  now  pending  before  the  convention  that 
must  and  will  require  this  discussion.  There 
is  no  man  upon  this  floor  more  an.xious  to  get 
ho.i.e  than  I  am,  and  that  was  one  great  reuson 
with  me  for  voting  against  taking  up  this  res- 
olution. I  know  if  this  question  be  presented 
here  to-day  in  committee  of  the  whole,  that  we 
shall  not  get  rid  of  it  to-day,  for  we  have  upon 
our  side  of  the  convention  some  two  or  threo 
members,  who  are  big  with  speeches  of  which 
they  must  be  delivered.  I  am  satisfied,  that 
there  are  three  or  four  upon  the  other  side  who 
are  in  the  same  condition.  We  have  already  a 
threat  from  one  of  them  upon  my  left,  [Mr. 
Price.]  that  he  must  answer  the  first  speech 
which  is  made  upon  this  question,  and  he  tells 
us  that  he  is  a  consderable  debater  upon  these 
Kansas  matters.  So  if  we  must  go  into  this 
matter,  we  must  continue  the  discussion  nearly 
the  whole  day  and  yerhaps  to-morrow.  If  this 
matter  must  goon,  we  might  as  well  have  it  tbe 
discussion  to  day  as  at  any  other  time. 

I  am  satisfied  that,  so  fiir,  we  have  come  off 
the  best  in  this  matter,  and  that  our  opponents 
do  not  want  any  more  of  this  discussion.  They 
now  want  to  back  out  of  it,  and  that  was  ano- 
ther reason  why  I  voted  against  going  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  as  they  seemed  disposed 
not  to  continue  it.  When  men  cry  "enough," 
in  a  free  and  general  fight,  then  I  say  let  them 
alone.  But  my  friends  are  not  now  willing  to 
do  that.  I  shall  now  vote  for  a  reconsiderat.f^n, 
believing  that  this  question  can  be  as  well  dis- 
jiosed  of  now  as  at  any  other  time.  VVc  have 
nlready  bad  a  throat  from  the  gentleman  from 
Pottawatamie,  [Mr.  Price],  that  he  would  reply 
to  the  positions  that  have  been  taken  by  gentle- 
men upon  tbe  other  side.  I  do  not  see  that  the 
discussion  can  be  postponed. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  desire  simply  to  make  an  ex- 
planation, so  far  as  the  remarks  of  tbe  last  gen- 
tleman are  concerned.  1  did  not  say  that  I  was 
a  considerable  debater,  and  I  did  not  assume 
any  peculiar  powers  in  debate.  Neither  have  I 
made  any  threats  so  far  as  this  question  is  con- 
cerned. I  said  that,  although  remarks  bad  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards], 
in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  which  were 
sufhcienl  to  provoke  an  answer  from  me,  and 
which  1  should  feel  bound  to  answer,  if  this  de- 
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bate  were  permitted  to  go  on ;  yet  I  was  willing 
to  forego  all  this  in  order  that  this  question 
might  be  settled,  and  that  the  legitimate  busi- 
ness of  the  convention  might  proceed.  I  did 
not  arrogate  to  mj-self  powers  in  debate,  polit- 
ical or  otherwise.  The  gentleman  misrepresents 
me.  If  this  debate  should  proceed,  of  course  it 
would  follow,  in  the  natural  order  of  things, 
that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  feel  myself  bound  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards.]  "With 
this  explanation,  I  hope  the  convention  will  be 
satisfied;  and  I  hope  that  no  gentleman  will 
think  that  I  arrogate  to  myself  powers  in  de- 
bate, or  in  any  other  way. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  regret  to  see  that  my 
friend  from  Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter,]  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  such  easy  virtue.  He  says  that  his 
friends  have  represented  to  him  that  this  dis- 
cussion has  to  come  and  shall  come,  and  he  tells 
us  now  that  he  is  going  to  vote  that  it  shall 
come ;  when  upon  his  very  last  vote  he  said  it 
should  not  come.  If  the  majority  say  that  we 
must  have  it,  let  us  have  it  in  broken  doses, 
and  speeches  of  fifteen  minutes  in  length  in  the 
convention,  and  not  in  speeches  of  three  or  four 
hours  duration  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  did  hope  that  we  should  be 
ready  to  adjourn  on  "Wednesday  next,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  already  adopted.  But 
it  seems  there  are  gentlemen  upon  this  floor 
who  are  determined  to  force  us  into  a  party 
debate  in  this  convention,  to  last  perhaps  for 
several  days,  and  which  will  have  the  effect, 
perhaps,  to  prolong  the  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion a  week  longer  than  we  intended.  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  about  the  situa- 
tion of  the  school  report,  that  if  we  take  it  up 
now,  we  can  dispose  of  it  very  soon.  "We  had  a 
vote  once  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
it  up,  but  the  convention  would  not  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  upon  that  subject  but  enter- 
ed upon  another  debate. 

Gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  renewing  this 
political  discussion,  say  now  that  they  have 
become  convinced  that  this  party  fight  must 
come,  and  the  sooner  the  better.  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  prolong  the  session  at  great  expense,  and 
to  the  inconvenience  of  members,  for  the  sake 
of  entering  upon  this  party  discussion.  The 
party  to  which  I  belong  do  not  shrink  from  de- 
bate in  the  proper  p^ace;  and  I  presume  that  if 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  want  to  engage 
in  these  party  discussions,  they  can  find  abun- 
dant opportunities  after  the  convention  shall 
adjourn,  and  when  it  can  be  done  without  ex- 
pense to  the  State.  For  one,  I  am  unwilling 
that  the  convention  shall  convert  itself  into  a 
debating  society,  for  the  discussion  of  party 
questions.  And  I  hope  the  yeas  and  nays  will 
be  taken  upon  this  question,  so  that  we  may  see 
who  are  in  favor  of  entering  upon  this  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  will  detain  the  convention  but 
a  few  minutes  in  reply   to  the  gentleman  from 
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Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards.]  He  makes  the  charge 
that  this  discussion  has  grown  out  of  the  report 
made  by  the  minority  of  the  committee  upon  the 
rigit  of  suffrage.  I  wish  to  say,  by  way  of  a 
preliminary  remark,  that  this  report  was  a  copy 
of  a  report  made  by  a  committee  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  the  first  constitutional  convention  that 
was  held  in  this  State.  If  that  report  provoked 
this  discussion,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  the  gen- 
tleman so  far  forgot  his  subject  as  not  even  to 
make  mention  of  it  in  his  whole  speech.  He 
did  not  attempt  to  refute  a  solitary  argument 
contained  in  it,  and  indeed  I  could  quite  believe 
that  he  did  not  even  think  of  it  during  the 
whole  time  he  was  making  his  speech.  I  have  t 
made  this  statement  as  to  the  origin  of  the  re- 
port in  justice  to  myself  and  my  colleague,  who 
joined  with  me  in  making  it. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gentleman  from  AVarren  [Mr.  Todhunter].  If  it 
be  evidence  to  the  mind  of  that  gentleman,  that 
because  we  upon  this  side  of  the  convention  are 
disposed  to  devote  the  time  of  the  convention  to 
its  legitimate  business,  we  thereby  acknowledge 
ourselves  defeated  in  argument  and  overwhelm- 
ed by  words,  I  will  not  have  the  least  dispute 
with  him.  If  the  gentleman,  and  others  who 
act  with  him,  think  that  there  has  been  enough 
said  already  to  overwhelm  the  position  assumed 
by  the  democratic  party  in  this  and  the  other 
states,  I  will  have  no  dispute  with  them  in  that 
respect.  But  if  gentlemen  in  the  majority  feel 
that  during  the  few  hours  the  other  night  there 
were  arguments  made  and  positions  taken, 
which  require  them  to  occupy  another  day,  or 
a  longer  time  even,  for  the  purpose  of  refuting 
them,  then  it  appears  to  me  that  they  are  the 
ones  who  wish  to  fight  the  battle  over  again.  I 
do  not  wish  to  deprive  them  of  this  privilege. 
If  they  are  not  satisfied,  and  if  they  think  that 
more  time  of  the  convention  must  be  spent,  in 
order  to  meet  all  that  has  been  said  already  upon 
this  question,  why,  gentlemen,  go  on.  But  I 
prefer  that  you  should  take  the  evening  for  this 
purpose,  as  we  did. 

I  feel  anxious  to  get  through  with  our  busi- 
ness. We  have  nothing  more  of  importance 
before  us,  except  the  articles  on  education  and 
schedule,  and  the  third  reading  of  the  consti- 
tution. My  private  business  is  of  such  a  nature, 
that  I  cannot  remain  much  longer  here,  and  1 
may  be  compelled  to  leave  before  the  convention 
shall  conclude  its  sessions. 

One  word  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  That  gentleman  has  the 
privilege,  not  only  of  lecturing  his  political 
friends,  but  his  political  opponents.  "We  have 
had  constant  and  repeated  curtain  lectures  from 
that  gentleman,  ever  since  the  convention  com- 
menced its  sessions.  Of  this  I  do  not  wish  to 
complain  ;  it  is  all  right  and  proper.  But  I 
hope,  as  we  draw  near  the  close  of  the  conven- 
tion, that  that  gentleman  will  be  very  mild  and 
lenient,  and  when  he  says  gentlemen  upon  the 
other  side  have  occupied  too  much  time,  that  he 
will  not  forget,  that  he  has  had  his  full  share  of 
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the  time  of  this  convention.  No  one  has  en- 
croached upon  his  rights,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  one  has  occupied  more  time  of  tiiis  con- 
vention than  he  has.  We  all  have  our  faults  in 
this  matter  of  speakincr  too  much,  perhaps.  I ' 
confess  that  I  have,  but  at  the  same  time  I  pro- 
test against  this  kind  of  complaint  indulged  in  j 
here  without  any  reasonable  provocation.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  placed  under  that  kind  of  espi- 
onage ;  I  wish  to  be  delivered  from  lectures  of 
thiskind.  And  I  wish  to  say  to  gentlemen  once 
for  all,  that  they  do  not  serve  a  good  purpose  in 
my  case.  1  do  not  feel  like  obeying  such  man- 
dates with  any  degree  of  alacrity.  If  the  ma- 
jority are  disposed  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
convention  for  two  or  three  days,  in  discussing 
the  question  whether  this  matter  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  let  them  do  so.  They 
cannot  occupy  that  time  in  discussing  the  real 
question  at  issue.  The  true  merits  of  this  ques- 
tion cannot  be  made  the  subject  of  a  very  lengthy 
discussion.  And  I  acknowledge  to  the  conven- 
tion that  the  remarks  I  made  the  other  evening, 
had  very  little  to  do  with  the  question  before 
the  committee,  and  I  should  uot  have  made  them 
at  all,  had  1  not  been  provoked  to  do  so  by  the 
most  extraordinary  assault  of  the  gentleman 
from  Lucas  [Mr.  Edwards,]  upon  the  democratic 
party. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  should  not  have 
offered  another  remark,  but  for  the  reference  to 
me  The  gentleman  has  characterised  my  re- 
marks here  by  the  epithet  of  "curtain  lectures," 
and  he  wishes  to  inform  me  that  these  lectures 
do  uot  do  him  any  good.  I  really  did  not  know 
that  my  lectures  were  of  that  character  at  all. 
Probably  the  gentleman  is  a  better  judge  of  what 
curtain  lectures  are  than  I  am  myself.  I  regret 
that  that  kind  of  lectures  should  have  no  effect 
upon  the  gentleman,  that  he  should  be  proof 
against  them.  liut  certainly  the  gentleman 
ought  to  be  free,  while  in  this  convention,  from 
this  kind  of  espionage  and  lecturing,  and  so  far 
as  1  am  concerned,  he  shall  be  free.  He  says 
that  be  is  about  to  leave  us  here,  that  he  must 
soon  return  home.  Why  should  he  be  tormented 
before  his  time  '.'  I  certainly  did  not  intend  to 
lecture  the  gentleman  at  all.  1  merely  said  to 
gentlemen  who  were  clamoring  hero  about  con- 
auining  time — look  at  the  clock  ;  that  is  all. 
Here  they  have  consumed  all  the  morning,  and 
it  ia  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  in  talking  about 
>ioing  into  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  now 
they  "want  it  to  go  out  that  the  republicans  are 
responsible  for  this  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  people.  I  want  ii  to  go  out  to  them  how 
this  thing  is  ;  that  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock, 
we  have  not  got  to  a  vote.  That  is  all.  It  is 
not  lecturing  at  all.  It  is  merely  staling  the 
facts  as  they  exist.  And  I  will  now  do,  in  order 
to  save  time,  what  I  have  never  done  before  in 
ihH  convention.  I  will  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  questioa  being  then  taken,  by   yeas  and, 


nays,  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  refusing  to 
go  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  select  committee  on  the 
right  of  suffrage,  it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  14, 
nays  16,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Scott,  Skiff,  Todhunter  and  Wilson. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely,  Solomon  and 
Warren. 

Mr.  SKIFF,  when  his  name  was  called,  said  : 
I  have  been  talking  with  members,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  vote  in  relation  to  printing  can- 
not be  reconsidered,  and  there  is  nothing  to  do 
to-day  ;  so  I  vote  aye. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Will  it  be  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  those  resolutions,  and  act  upon 
them  in  convention. 

The  PRESIDENT.  They  are  already  before 
the  convention. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  move  the  previous  question 
upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  will  withdraw  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  That  at  the  same  election  that  this 
Constitution  is  submitted  to  the  people  for  its 
adoption  or  rejection,  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  same  by  striking  out  the  word  "white"  from 
the  constitution  wherever  it  occurs,  shall  be 
separately  submitted  to  the  electors  of  this  State 
for  adoption  or  rejection,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, viz  :  A  separate  ballot  may  be  given  by 
every  person  having  a  right  to  vote  at  said  elec- 
tion to  be  deposited  in  a  separate  box.  And 
those  given  for  the  adoption  of  such  proposition 
shall  have  the  words  ''Shall  the  word  "white" 
be  stricken  out  of  the  constitution  wherever  it 
occurs  ?  Yes."  And  those  given  against  the 
proposition  shall  have  the  words  "shall  the  word 
"white"  be  stricken  out  of  the  coHslitution 
wherever  it  occurs?  No."  And  if  at  said  elec- 
tion the  number  of  ballots  cast  in  favor  of  said 
proposition,  shall  be  equal  to  a  mnjorit}'  of  those 
cast  for  and  against  said  proposition,  then  said 
word  "white"  shall  bo  stricken  from  the  consti- 
tution, and  be  no  part  thereof." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  strikeout  the  words 
"said  proposition,"  in  the  last  clause  of  the  res- 
olution, and  to  insert  the  words  "this  constitu- 
tion ;"  so  that  it  shall  read — 

"And  if  at  said  election  the  number  of  ballots 
cast  in  favor  of  said  propositiof,  shall  be  equal 
to  a  majority  of  those  cast  for  and  against  this 
Constitution,  then  said  word  "white"  shall  be 
stricken  from  the  constitution,  and  be  no  part 
thereof." 

Mr.  CLARKE,   of  Johnson.     It  is  nearly   12 
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o'clock ;  I  move  that  the  conveation  now  take  a 
recess  until  2  o'clock. 

Upon  this  question — 

Jlr.  GILLASPY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  thej  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  take  a  rece3s,  it  was 
not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworlh, 
Scott,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Warren,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alaraakee,  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gi'Iaspy,  Hill,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Pal- 
mer, Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely  and  Solo- 
mon. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  move  the  amendment  which 
was  attachi  d,  I  think,  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  nowrenew  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  I  withdrew  only  to  get  the  amend 
ments  in. 

Mr.  GILLASPY  moved  a  call  of  the  house. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  the  Secretary  re- 
ported the  following  absentees : 

Messrs.  Parvin,  Robinson,  Traer  and  Win- 
chester. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAY, 

Mr.  Robinson  was  excussd. 

Mr.  TRAER  subsequently  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  PATTERSOX.  I  ask  that  Mr.  Winchester 
be  excused.  He  told  me  this  morning  that  he 
was  going  to  .Muscatine.     I  presume  he  is  there. 

Mr.  TODHUXTER.  We  will  take  care  of  Mr. 
Winchester.  We  would  rather  he  should  not  be 
excused.     I  do  not  think  he  went. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  object  to  excus- 
ing Mr.  Winchester. 

Mr.  YOUNG  moved  that  the  convention  take 
a  recess  until  2  o'clock. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  take  a  recess,  the  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to ;  yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Scott.  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer, 
Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Xays— Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil- 
laspy,  H^ill,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  and  Solomon. 

The  convention  accordingly  took  a  recess  un- 
til 2  P.  M. 


EVENING     SESSION. 

The  convention  re-assembled  at  2    o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 


The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  at  the  time  of 
taking  a  recess  a  call  of  the  house  was  pending. 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  that  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a  division, 
ayes  9,  noes  10. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  voted  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion.    I  move  a  reconsideration. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  agreed  to, 
upon  a  division,  ayes  10,  noes  lO. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  If  the  convention  is  to  wait 
until  the  cars  come  in,  I  move  that  the  conven- 
tion take  a  recess  for  twenty  minutes.  I  do  not 
think  they  will  be  here  within  that  time. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  there  will  be  one  thing 
that  the  convention  will  adhere  to  for  at  least 
six  hours. 

The  motion  to  take  a  recess  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  inquired  what  members 
were  absen*. 

The  PRESIDENT.  Messrs.  Parvin  and  Win- 
chester. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move  that 
we  have  a  Quaker  meeting  this  afternoon  ? 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  PATTERSON  moved  that  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  ti.e  opin- 
ion that  it  is  not  in  order  until  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  makes  his  report. 

Mr.  TRAER.  Will  a  motion  to  excuse  the 
gentlemen  be  in  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  would  inquire 
whether  this  convention  has  not  itself  superse- 
ded the  call  of  the  house.  It  has  adjourned 
since  the  call  was  made,  and  my  impression  is 
that  that  supercedes  the  call.  I  take  it  that 
the  presumption  is  that  the  adjournment  subse- 
quent to  the  order  for  a  call  of  the  house,  does 
away  with  the  necessity  for  that  call.  1  do  not 
recollect  what  the  rule  is  ;  but  there  is  certainly 
some  force  in  that  position. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  inclined  to  a 
different  opinion. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  Both  these  gentlemen  are  pro- 
bably at  .Muscatine,  and  it  will  probably  take  a 
day  or  two  to  get  them  here,  if  we  are  to  send 
for  them.  I  think  we  may  as  well  adjourn  for 
a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  see  that  the  sergeant-at- 
arms  is  present,  and  engaged  in  writing.  It  is 
his  report,  I  presume,  and  that  may  relieve  us 
from  this  difficulty. 

The  report  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  read 
by  the  secretary,  as  follows : 

"  .Messrs.  Parvin  and  Winchester  not  present, 
but  reported  to  have  gone  to  Muscatine." 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  move  that  the  convent!  on 
take  a  recess  until  such  time  as  the  cars  ni  ay 
arrive  from  Mu.«caliQe. 

The  PRESIDENT.     That  is  not  in  order. 
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Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  the  convention  re- 
solve itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  is  not  in  order  until 
further  proceedings  under  the  call  have  been 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

The  question  being  'taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  now  mo^e  that  the  convention 
resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
the  article  on  the  right  of  suffr.ige. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  question. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  call  the  previous  question  up- 
on it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  There  is  a  previous  question 
pending. 

The  PRESIDENT,  That  motion  has  the  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  gentlemen  in- 
sist upon  that,  I  shall  move  another  call  of  the 
house.  If  it  is  the  determination  of  gentlemen 
to  press  us  to  vote  upon  this  article  oa  the  right 
of  sulTrage,  in  the  absence  of  the  members  who 
have  gone  to  Muscatine,  I  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  of  moving  for  another  call  of  the  house. 
The  gentleman  from  Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,] 
thought  he  should  have  time  to  go  over  there 
while  this  was  being  discussed;  but  I  know  he  is 
anxious  to  vote  upon  it,  and  I  know  that  he 
represents  a  very  large  community  of  the  color- 
ed people  of  this  State.  lam  opposed  to  taking 
the  vote  in  his  absence.  I  repeat  that  if  gen- 
tlemen insist  upon  the  previous  question,  1  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  a  call  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  GILIiASPY.  I  wish  to  say  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  that  if  the  majori- 
ty of  this  convention  ii.tend  to  require  gentle- 
men to  remain  here,  for  God  only  knows  how 
long,  one,  two,  three,  or  four  days,  waiting  for 
a  gentleman  who  lives  almost  in  s'glit  of  the 
ca[)ital,  and  who  has  gone  home  every  Saturday 
afternoon  and  come  back  on  .Monday,  while  we 
have  been  kept  liere  now  fur  seven  weeks,  if  he  is 
to  rise  in  his  place  and  keep  moving  a  call  of 
the  house  until  the  cars  arrive,  and  the  gentle- 
man gets  back,  1  should  like  to  see  him  do  it. 
I  am  opposed  to  this. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon  or- 
dering the  article  upon  the  right  of  suflVagc  to 
a  third  reading.  Upon  this  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  lias  been  made  and  seconded. 
The  question  is  :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put? 

Upon  tluH  question, 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  calleil  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,   whicii  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  ordering  the  main  question,  it  was 
not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  14,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 


Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely,  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Clark  of  Alama- 
kee,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  llollingsv.'orth, 
Marvin,  Scott,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren, 
and  Wilson. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  now  renew  my  motion  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Upon  this  motion, 

Mr.  PATTERSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  going  into  committee  ot  thewhole.it 
was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  17,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President.  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Ilenrj-,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer 
and  Wilson. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Solomon  and  Warren. 

Commiliee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself 
into  committee  of  the  whole  [Mr.  Clark,  of  Ala- 
makee, in  the  chair],  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  rejiorted  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  proposing  to 
submit  to  the  people  of  this  state,  as  a  sojiarate 
proposition,  the  question  whether  the  word 
"  white"  should  be  stricken  from  the  constitution, 
wherever  it  occurs. 


Suffrage  Rcstrkied  to  ^Vhites. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Skill',  to  strike  out  "constitution" 
and  insert  "article  on  the  right  of  suffrage,"  so 
as  to  restrict  the  vote  of  the  people  to  the  sim- 
ple question  whether  the  word  "white,"  shall 
1)0  stricken  out  from  the  article  on  the  right  of 
suffrage,  instead  of  leaving  the  question  to  be 
whether  it  shall  be  stricken  out  wherever  it  oc- 
curs in  the  constitution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Wherever  the 
responsibility  may  rest  as  to  the  debivte  which 
ims  resulted  upon  the  proposition  which  is  now 
before  the  committee,  I  do  not  feel  that  any  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  my  shoulders.  You  will 
beiir  me  witness,  tiiat  when  this  subject  was  first 
introduced,  I  moved  to  indetinitely  postpone  the 
whole  matter  ;  not  because  I  was  afraid  of  debate 
upon  this  subject;  not  because  I  was  unwilling 
to  trust  the  people  in  relation  to  it ;  but  because 
I  desired  to  cut  olf  the  debate  which  I  antici- 
pated would  result  i'rora  the  introduction  of  this 
proposition.  When  I  made  that  motion,  I  did 
not  anticipate  that  the  democratic  party  in  this 
convention  would    make    this  a  party  question, 
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and  would  take  a  stand  against  submitting  to 
the  people  a  proposition  upon  which  they  might 
vote.  I  only  made  the  motion  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  time  of  this  convention,  and  faci- 
litating its  business.  And  I  now  desire  to  say 
to  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side,  that  since 
they  are  willing  to  make  this  a  party  question, 
and  since  they  are  willing  to  place  themselves 
upon  the  platform  of  refusing  to  submit  a  ques- 
tion to  the  action  of  the  people,  I  shall  yield  my 
objections,  and  shall  go  with  my  friends  in  favor 
of  submitting  this  proposition.  I  do  it,  not  be- 
cause I  suppose  the  proposition  will  be  carried  ; 
not  that  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  carried,  because  I 
am  free  to  confess  that  I  do  not  desire  it,  and  shall 
personally  vote  against  it ;  but  because  in  the 
course  of  this  convention  I  have  always  been 
in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty,  and  have  always 
been  in  favor  of  leaving  everything  to  the  action 
of  the  people,  either  in  their  individual  capa- 
city, or  through  the  general  assemblj'.  But  I 
find,  on  the  other  hand,  a  party  here,  who  claim 
to  be  the  lovers  of  the  people,  who  claim  to  be 
their  peculiar  defenders  and  advocates,  but  who, 
upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  questions,  are  un- 
willing to  risk  the  action  of  the  people.  And 
this  is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  the  main  proposi- 
tion which  is  before  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
As  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  gentleman 
from  Jasper  [Mr.  Skifl'],  I  shall  vote  for  it,  and 
shall  leave  it  to  the  action  of  the  people,  be- 
lieving that  they  will  vote  to  leave  the  matter 
where  it  now  stands  ;  that  their  action  will  be 
in  favor  of  retaining  the  right  to  govern  this 
people — that  is,  themselves — in  their  own  hands. 
As  I  anticipated,  this  proposition  has  led  to  a 
political  debate  here;  and,  sir,  I  propose,  in  the 
remarks  I  may  make  upon  this  subject,  to  imi- 
tate my  illustrious  predecessors  ;  and,  to  enter 
into  that  field,  I  propose  to  imitate  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]— who  I  per- 
ceive has  abandoned  his  seat  and  run  away  from 
this  discussion — and,  like  him,  to  carry  the  war 
into  Africa.  I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  a 
reply  to  him  in  the  remarks  I  shall  make ;  and 
that  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  may  not 
doubt  my  positions — that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  apprehend  and  to  answer  them — I  have  writ- 
ten them  down.  The  propositions  which  I  in- 
tend to  discuss  are  these : 

1.  Since  1850  the  Democratic  party  has 
changed  ground  on  the  slavery  question. 

_  2.  The  Democratic  party  changed  its  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  at  the  dictation  of  the 
South. 

3.  The  sole  object  and  purpose  of  that  party 
is  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
in  the  outset  of  bis  remarks,  claimed  that  the 
Democratic  party  was  the  only  national  party  in 
existence  in  this  country,  and  that  it  was  the 
object  and  purpose  of  that  party  to  protect  alike 
the  interests  of  the  people,  north  and  south. 
He  says  it  is  their  object  to  have  the  policy  of 
this  government  so  formed  and  so  directed  that 


a  man  living  in  Iowa  might  be  a  man  in  Kansas 
or  elsewhere ;  that  he  might  be  a  man  wherever 
the  constitution  and  the  flag  of  our  country 
went. 

In  discussing  the  propositions  I  have  laid 
down,  I  do  not  intend  to  rely  upon  declamation, 
but  to  confine  myself  to  stubborn  facts,  and  to 
deal  in  the  historical  records  of  the  country.  I 
propose  to  refer  to  the  action  of  this  Democratic 
party,  in  its  political  organizations,  and  to  the 
declarations  of  its  leading  men  to  prove,  not  on- 
ly the  first,  but  all  of  my  propositions. 

I.  My  first  proposition  is,  that  the  Democrat- 
ic party  have  changed  ground  upon  this  subject 
since  the  year  1850. 

When  I  say  that  up  to  the  year  1850,  upon 
this  great  question  of  slavery  extension,  there 
was  no  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  public  mind 
of  the  free  states,  I  do  not  mistake  the  truth. 
When  I  state  that  the  Whig  party  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  stood  upon  precisely  the  same 
ground  in  relation  to  slavery  extension,  I  state 
that  which  is  but  a  notorious  fact.  I  shall  not 
refer  to  any  Whig  authority  upon  this  subject. 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  proving  what  I  say  in 
relation  to  the  Democratic  party.  I  may,  per- 
haps, on  this  point,  be  tedious,  but  I  ask  gentle- 
men to  bear  with  me,  and,  at  least,  to  give  me  a 
hearing ;  not  gentlemen  upon  my  own  side  of 
the  house,  but  gentlemen  upon  the  Democratic 
side  of  the  house;  because  I  am  seeking  to  es- 
tablish propositions  here,  not  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  discussion,  but  for  the  purpose  of  pla- 
cing upon  the  records  of  this  Convention,  evi- 
dence that  will  become  a  part  of  its  history. 
And  I  am  pleased  with  the  reflection,  that  wLcn 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this  house  place 
in  the  hands  of  their  constituents  the  appeals  to 
passion  and  the  sarcasms  which  they  have  ut- 
tered here,  they  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  to 
their  constituents  what  has  been  studiously 
withheld  from  them  during  the  last  six  months, 
the  evidence  that  this  party,  which  claims  to  be 
the  national  party,  is  but  the  pro-slavery  party 
of  the  country,  and  as  much  subject  to  the  com- 
mands, and  as  obedient  to  the  lash  of  the  task- 
masters of  the  south  as  are  the  slaves  at  the 
south  themselves. 

I  propose  to  commence  with  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  to  show  what  has  been  the  position 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  that  State  upon  this 
question  of  slavery  extension.  I  find  that  in 
1847,  when  Hon.  John  W.  Dana  was  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  when  the  legislature 
was  strongly  Democratic,  in  his  annual  message 
to  the  general  assembly,  he  uses  this  language  : 

"The  territory  which  we  may  acquire  as  in- 
demnity for  claims  upon  Mexico  is  free;  shall  it 
be  made  slave  territory?  The  sentiment  of  the 
free  states  is  profound,  sincere,  and  almost  uni- 
versal, that  the  influence  of  slavery  upon  pro- 
ductive energy  is  like  the  blight  of  mildew — 
that  it  is  a  moral  and  a  social  evil ;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  rights  of  man,  as  a  thinking, 
reasoning  and  responsible  being;  that  its  exist- 
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ence  in  this  territory  will  shut  out  free  labor, 
because  the  free  man  will  not  submit  himsielf  to 
the  dejiradation  which  attaches  to  labor  wherev- 
er slavery  exists,  influenced  by  such  conside- 
ratioDS,  the  fi  ee  states  will  oppose  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery  into  the  territory  which  may 
be  acquired.'' 

And  iu  speakinjc  of  the  right  of  slaveholders 
to  hold  their  slaves  in  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  uses  the  following  language  : 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  slave  states  claim 
that  this  territory  will  be  acquired,  if  acquired 
nt  «ll,  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all  the  states 
of  the  Union;  to  become  the  joint  property  of 
all  :  to  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  all.  And  they 
emphatically  ask,  'is  it  consistent  with  justice?' 
His  right  to  acquire  and  possess  property  is  one 
of  the  inherent  rights  of  man,  independent  of 
laws  and  constitutions.  Not  so  with  the  right 
to  his  slave;  that  is  an  unnatural,  an  artificial,  a 
statute  riffht  •  and  when  he  voluntarily  passes 
with  a  slave  to  a  territory  where  the  statute 
recognizing  the  right  does  not  exist,  then  at 
once  the  right  ceases  to  exist.  T/ie  slave  becomes  a 
free  man,  with  Just  as  much  right  to  claim  the  master 
'  as  the  jnaster  to  claim  the  slare.'' 

This  Democratic  legislature  of  Mainerespond- 
ed  to  the  message  of  the  Governor,  from  which 
I  have  read,  by  adopting  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

"Resolved,  That  the  sentiment  of  this  State 
is  profound,  sincere,  and  almost  universal,  that 
the  influence  of  slavery  upon  productive  ener- 
gy is  like  tiie  blight  of  mildew;  that  it  is  a 
moral  and  social  evil;  that  it  does  violence  to 
the  rights  of  man,  as  a  thinking,  reasonable, 
and  responsible  being.  Influenced  by  such  con- 
siderations, this  State  will  oppose  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  any  territory  which  may  be 
acquired  as  an  indemnity  for  claims  upon  Me.'c- 
ico. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  acquisition  of  any  free 
territory,  whether  by  purcliase  cr  otherwise,  we 
deem  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
extend  over  the  same  the  Ordinance  of  1787, 
with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  conditions  and 
immunities. 

"  Resolved,  Tiiat  our  senators  bo  instructed, 
and  our  representatives  requested,  to  support 
and  carry  out  the  princiidcs  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions." 

These  resolutions  pas.fcd  the  legislature  with 
but  six  V  tes  in  opposition.  Tiiey  indorse  the 
sentiments  of  Iho  Governor — repealing  his  very 
langimgc.  So  that  in  18  17,  we  see  tiiat  it  was 
Democratic  doctrine  in  the  State  of  Maine,  that 
Congress  had  tlie  right  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery  into  the  territories.  The 
next  year,  another  Democratic  legislature  met 
in  Maine,  and  it  passed  these  resolutions: 

"  Resolved,  That  .Maine  duly  appreciates  the 
concession  and  compromises  whicli  led  to  the 
adoption  and  estalilshment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  she  will  cheerfully 
and  honestly  abide  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of 


them.  At  the  same  time  she  will  firmly  resist 
all  demands  for  their  enlargement  and  exten- 
sion. 

^'Resolved,  That  the  sentiment  of  this  State  is 
profound,  sincere,  and  almost  universal,  that 
the  influence  of  slavery  upon  productive  energy 
is  like  the  blight  of  mildew;  that  it  is  debasing 
and  degrading  in  its  influence  upon  free  labor; 
that  it  is  a  moral  and  social  evil ;  that  it  does 
violence  to  the  rights  of  man  as  a  rational, 
thinking,  and  accountable  being;  influenced  by 
these  and  other  important  considerations,  this 
Slate  will  firmly  oppose  the  introduction  of  sla- 
very into  any  territory  acquired  as  an  indemnity 
for  claims  upon  Mexico. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
prevent,  by  the  exercise  of  all  constitutional 
power,  the  extension  of  slavery  into  territory  of 
the  United  States  now  free. 

"  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  are 
hereby  instructed,  and  our  representatives  re- 
quested, to  support  and  carry  out  the  princi- 
ples of  the  foregoing  resolutions." 

Let  us  pass  into  the  next  year.  In  1849,  the 
democracy  of  Maine  held  a  convention  to  nom- 
inate state  oflicers,  at  which  John  Hubbard  was 
nominated  as  their  candidate  forgovernor.  That 
convention  passed  the  following  resolutions  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  institution  of  human 
slavery  is  at  variance  with  the  theory  of  our 
Government,  abhorrent  to  the  common  senti- 
ment of  mankind,  and  fraught  with  danger  to  all 
who  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  influence; 
that  the  Federal  Government  possesses  adequate 
power  to  inhibit  its  existence  in  the  Territories  of 
the  Union  ;  that  the  constitutionalitg  of  this poxvcr 
has  been  settled  bg Judicial  construction,  by  cotem- 
poraneous  expositions,  and  bg  repeated  acts  of  legis- 
lation ;  and  that  we  enjoin  upon  our  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  make  every 
exertion,  and  employ  all  their  influence,  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  \i\\\  forever  excluding  slavery 
from  the  territories  of  California  and  New  Mex- 
ico. 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  most  cheerfully 
concede  to  our  southern  brethren  the  right,  on 
all  occasions,  to  speak  and  act  with  entire  free- 
dom on  t(uestions  connected  with  slaver}'  in  the 
territories,  we  claim  the  exercise  of  the  same 
right  for  ourselves  ;  and  any  attempt,  from  any 
quarter,  to  stigmatise  us  or  our  representatives 
for  advocatiug  or  defcndidg  the  opinions  of  our 
people  upon  this  sutjecl,  will  be  repelled  as  an 
unwarrantable  act  of  aggression  upon  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  of  this  state." 

This  was  the  position  taken  by  the  convention 
which  nominated  Mr.  Hubbard;  and  now  let  us 
see  the  position  assumed  by  Mr.  Hubbard  him- 
self. TJciiig  interrogated,  during  the  canvass, 
in  relation  t"  his  position  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, he  responded  in  the  following  letter  : 

Hallowkll,  July  17,  1849. 
Gentlemen:    Yours  of  the  Kith,  requesting  a 
"statement  of  my  views  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
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tension  of  slavery  into  tho  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  now  free,"  is  before  me.  The  ques- 
tion in  all  its  practical  bearings,  as  a  subject  of 
deliberative  and  solemn  legislation,  is  an  exten- 
sive one.  I  can  only  give  here  a  brief  statement 
of  the  principles  which  would  guide  my  action 
upon  it. 

First.  I  believe  Congress  to  have  entire  con- 
stitutional jurisdiction  over  the  whole  subject  of 
Slavery  in  ihe  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Second.  I  am  opposed  to  slavery  in  all  its 
bearings,  moral,  social  and  political,  and  espe- 
cially am  I  opposed  to  its  extension. 

Third.  I  would  adopt  all  constitutional  and 
equitable  means  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
slavery  into  territories  now  free. 

Hoping,  gentlemen,  that  this  hnef  expose  will 
meet  your  views,  I  am,  with  sentiments  of  re- 
spect and  regard,  yours, 

John  Hubbard. 

Messrs.  Adams  Treat,  Thomas  M.  Merrow,  Wil- 
liam Merriam,  Artlior  Treat,  Jesse  Smart, 
John  Hodglon,  P.  Simonton,  G.  N.  White, 
Nathan  Worthing,  Daniel  Wentworth,  Joseph 
Bachelder,  Daniel  Smith. 

I  think  that  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  Maine,  up  to  the  year  1850,  stood 
fully  committed  against  the  extension  of  slavery 
into  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Let  us  now  come  to  New  Hampshire,  the  dem- 
ocratic State,  which  used  to  be  to  that  party  the 
star  in  the  east — the  State  which  was  formerly 
to  the  democratic  party,  what  Vermont  was  to 
the  whig  party, — the  State  which  never  failea  to 
go  for  the  democratic  candidate.  And  here,  too, 
let  us  commence  with  1847.  I  find  that  the 
democratic  State  committee  of  New  Hampshire 
in  October,  18-17,  passed  this  resolution  : 

^'Resolved,  That  we  declare  it  our  solemn  con- 
viction, as  the  democratic  p  rty  have  heretofore 
dc  ne,  that  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude should  hereafter  exist  in  any  territory  which 
may  be  acquired  by  or  annexed  to  the  United 
States  ;  and  that  we  approve  of  the  voten  of  our 
delegation  in  Congress  in  favor  of  the  Wilmot 
Proviso." 

Such  was  the  declaration  of  the  leaders  and 
managers  of  the  democratic  party  in  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1847.  In  1848,  the  democratic  legisla- 
ture of  that  State  passed  this  resolution: 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  ihe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  convened,  That  we 
are  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law,  by  Congress, 
forever  prohibiting  slavery  in  New  Mexico  and 
California,  and  in  all  other  territories  now  ac- 
quired, or  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  which  slavery  does  not  exist  at 
the  time  of  such  acquisition." 

In  1849,  the  next  year,  another  democratic 
legislature  of  the  same  State,  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  by  a  unanimous  vote : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  convened,  That,  opposed 


to  every  form  of  oppression,  the  people  of  New 
Hampshire  have  ever  viewed  with  deep  regret 
the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  Union  ;  that  while 
they  have  steadfastly  supported  all  sections  in 
their  constitutional  rights,  they  have  not  only 
lamented  its  existence  as  a  great  social  evil,  but 
regarded  it  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

'^Resolved,  That  while  we  respect  the  rights 
of  the  slaveholding  as  well  as  the  free  portiuns 
of  this  Union — while  we  will  not  willingly  con- 
sent that  wrong  be  done  to  any  member  of  the 
glorious  confederacy  to  which  we  belong,  we  are 
firmly  and  unalterably  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  over  any  portion  of  American  soil  now 
free. 

^^  Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion.  Congress  has 
the  constitutional  power  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade  and  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
and  that  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and  our 
Representatives  be  requested,  to  take  all  consti- 
tutional measures  to  accomplish  these  objects." 
[See  Speech  of  Senator  Hale.] 

So  far  then  as  the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  are  concerned,  I  think  that  the  reso- 
lutions I  have  read,  emanating  from  the  highest 
source  of  authority  in  the  party,  establish  the 
fact  that  up  to  the  year  1850,  it  was  democratic 
doctrine  to  talk  and  vote  against  the  extension  of 
slavery.  The  position  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire upon  this  question,  is  the  position  of  every 
eastern  State.  Massachusetts  occupied  the  same 
ground.  In  the  year  1849,  Benjamin  F.  Hallett, 
now  an  office-holder  under  Franklin  Pierce,  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  of 
Massachusetts,  offered  in  the  democratic  con- 
vention a  resolution  similar  in  character  and  as 
strong  in  language,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
democracy  of  that  State.  That  resolution  is  in 
the  following  language : 

^^  Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  slavery  in 
every  form  and  color,  and  in  favor  of  free- 
dom and  free  soil,  wherever  man  lives, 
throughout  God's  heritage;  that  by  com- 
mon law  and  common  sense,  as  wrll 
as  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  Sates,  the  state  of  slavery  is  a  mere 
municipal  regulation,  founded  upon  and  limited 
to  the  verge  of  the  territorial  law — that  is,  the 
limits  of  the  state  creating  it ;  that  as  slavery 
does  not  exist  by  any  municipal  law  in  the  new 
territories,  and  Congress  bns  no  power  to  insti- 
tute it,  the  local  laws  of  any  state  authorising 
slavery  can  never  be  transferred  there,  nor  can 
slavery  exist  there  but  by  a  local  law  of  the 
territories,  sanctioned  by  Congress,  or  the  legis- 
lative act  of  a  state  in  its  sovereign  capacity  ; 
that  we  are  opposid  to  the  extension  of  slavery 
to  free  territories  ;  and  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of 
all  constitutional  and  necessary  means  tu  restrict  it 
to  the  limits  within  zchich  it  docs  or  may  exist  by  the 
local  laivs  of  the  states." 

Now  let  us  come  to  Ptnnsylvania ;  for  it  is 
useless  to  consume  the  time  of  the  convention  in 
proving  the  position  of  New  York  upon  this 
question.     No  one  will  be  hardy  enough  to  call 
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in  question  the  foct,  that  the  democracy  of  New 
York  were  previous  to  1830  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery. 

In  1840,  the  Democratic  state  convention  of 
Pcunsylvauia,  assembled  in  Pittsburg,  passed  the 
following  resolutions : 

"  Ii< solved,  That  the  Democratic  party  adhere 
now,  as  it  ever  has  done,  to  the  constitution  of 
the  country.  Its  letter  and  spirit  they  will 
neither  weaken  nor  destroy,  and  they  declare 
that  slavery  is  a  local,  domestic  institution  of 
the  South,  subject  to  state  alone,  and  with  which 
the  general  government  has  nothing  to  do. 
Wherever  the  state  laws  extend  its  jurisdiction, 
the  local  institution  can  continue  to  exist.  £s- 
tceming  it  a  violation  of  state  riyhis  to  carry  it  be- 
yond slate  limits,  we  deny  the  power  of  any  citi- 
zen to  extend  the  area  of  bondage  beyond  its 
present  dominion;  nor  do  we  consider  it  a  part 
of  the  compromise  of  the  constitution,  that  slav- 
ery should  forever  travel  with  the  advancing 
column  of  our  territorial  progress." 

During  the  same  year,  1819,  the  Democracy  of 
Bradford  county  passed  this  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  Congress  possesses  legislative 
power  over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  and  ought  so  to 
exercise  that  power  as  cifectually  to  prevent  the 
establishment  or  sufferance  of  slavery.  While 
we  thus  re-affirm  these  principles,  we  concede  to 
our  Democratic  brethren  of  the  South  the  same 
freedom  of  thought  and  of  expression  which  we 
claim  for  ourselves."  &c. 

This  resolution  was  copied  into  the  Pennsyl- 
vanian  of  September  10,  1819,  the  paper  edited 
by  John  W.  Forney,  the  nearest  and  dearest 
fiiend  of  the  Democratic  President  elect  of  this 
Union  ;  and  what  does  he  say  with  regard  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  Bradford  Democracy  ?  Does 
ho  denounce  them  as  heterodox,  or  as  leading  to 
disunion  ? 

Here  is  what  he  saj-s : 

"It  is  a  long  period  of  time  since  we  have 
been  more  gratilied  than  by  the  indication  of  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  contained  in  the  following 
resolution." 

lie  then  quotes  the  resolution  which  I  have 
just  read,  and  proceeds  to  say  : 

"Every  democrat  in  the  Union  will  hail  this 
resolution  as  oil  poured  upon  the  troubled 
waters.  It  asserts  tlic  broad  princijile,  that 
there  is  no  intention  on  the  j)art  of  those  who 
entertain  particular  views  on  tlie  slavery  ques- 
tion to  make  their  views  a  "  political  test" — an 
avowal  that  will  be  universally  applauded,  and 
everywhere  greeted  witii  joy.  Tiie  Democracy 
of  Bradford  have  set  a  noble  example — an  exam- 
ple that  cannot  fail  to  be  generally  followed,  and 
thus  lead  to  the  happiest  results.  It  is  the  be- 
lief entertained  in  many  fpiartcrs,  .North  and 
South,  tliat  the  object  was  entertained  of  inter- 
polating the  national  democratic  creed  with  the 
test  here  disavowed,  that  has  led  to  all  diflicul- 
ties  upon  the  question  of  slavery.  This  inii)rcs- 
sion  is  completely  dissipated   by  the  resolution 


adopted  by  the  Bradford  Democracy — thus  leav- 
ing to  every  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
the  right  of  entertaining  and  urging  whatever 
sentiments  upon  the  subject  may  seem  to  him 
best,  without  hazarding  his  political  position, 
and  losing  the  confidence  of  his  party." 

Yes,  sir,  in  18l9  Mr.  Forney  approves  a  reso- 
lution which  asserts  the  right  of  Congress  to  le- 
gislate upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  which 
denies  that  by  the  power  of  the  constitution 
slavery  goes  wherever  that  constitution  goes. 
The  Pittsburg  convention,  whose  resolution  I 
have  just  read,  nominated  Mr.  John  A.  Gamble 
as  the  candidate  of  the  Democr.atic  party  for  the 
office  of  cnnal  commissioner.  Upon  being  in- 
terrogated in  relation  to  his  views  upon  this 
question,  he  replies  in  the  following  letter : 

"Jersey  Shoue,  Sept.  13,  18s9. 
"F.E.Smith,  U.  C.Webb  and  Leti  Bigelow, 
Esqrs,  : 

"Gentlemen  :  I  have  thehonor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Gth  instant,  pro- 
pounding to  me  the  following  questions,  in  pur- 
suance of  3'our  appointment  as  a  committee  for 
that  purpose  by  a  meeting  of  '  free  soil  demo- 
crats,' held  at  Tioga,  on  the  3d  of  September 
instant. 

"However  reluctant  I  feel  to  give  publicity 
to  my  '  views'  upon  a  subject  so  foreign  and  dis- 
tinct from  the  duties  and  functions  of  the  office 
for  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  candidate 
of  the  Democratic  party,  I  cannot,  nevertheless, 
decline  to  answer  questions  emanating  from  and 
deemed  important  by  so  respectable  a  public 
meeting  of  my  fellow  citizens. 

"To  the  first  question,  namely,  'What  are 
your  views  in  relation  to  the  constitutional 
powers  of  CongrcES  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
territories  belonging  to  tlie  United  States?'  I 
answer,  that,  in  my  humble  judgment.  Congress 
possesses  such  constitutional  power. 

"To  the  second  question,  namely,  'If  you  be- 
lieve Congress  possesses  the  requisite  authority 
for  that  purpose,  are  you  in  favor  of  the  pass- 
age of  an  act  extending  to  all  such  territories 
the  principles  of  the  Ordinance  of  1*787  ?'  I  an- 
swer, that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  such 
an  act,  or  the  adoj)tion  of  any  other  constitu- 
tional measure  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
j)rohibit  the  further  extension  of  human  slav- 
ery. 

"With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  re- 
main your  obedient  servant, 

"John  A.  Gamble." 

In  the  face  of  that  public  declaration,  Mr. 
Gamble  was  elected  by  the  Democracy,  Canal 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  would  hardly  be  respectful  in  mo  to  pass 
on,  without  ([uotiug  here  the  opinions  of  the 
very  distinguished  gentleman  1  have  alluded 
to — the  rising  sun  of  Democracy;  and  I  pro- 
pose now  to  show  that  his  opinions  were  ujjou 
llie  subject  of  slavery  extension,  up  to  the  year 
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1850,  coincided  with  the  resolutions  and  views 
above  expressed. 

I  shall  go  back  to  the  year  1819,  when  this 
country  was  convulsed  in  relation  to  the  Mis- 
souri question,  which  created  an  excitement 
never  equalled  since  tiiat  date,  until  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  compromise.  I  find  that  James 
Buchanan  had  something  to  say  upon  this  Mis- 
souri question.  On  the  24th  of  November,  1819, 
at  a  public  meeting  of  the  people  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  James  Buchanan  was  one  of  the 
committee  upon  resolutions.  The  resolutions 
reported  by  tbat  committee,  and  unanimously 
adopted  by  that  meeting,  were  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  The  people  of  this  State,  pursu- 
ing the  maxims  and  animated  by  the  beneficence 
of  the  great  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  first  gave 
effect  to  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  by  a 
national  act,  which  has  not  only  rescued  the 
unliappy  and  helpless  African  within  their  ter- 
ritory from  the  demoralizing  influence  of  slav- 
ery, but  ameliorated  his  state  and  condition 
throughout  Europe  and  America;  and  whereas, 
it  would  illy  comport  with  these  humane  and 
Christian  efforts  to  be  silent  spectators  when 
this  great  cause  of  humanity  is  about  to  be  agi- 
tated in  Congress,  by  fixing  the  destiny  of  the 
new  domain  ol  the  United  "States ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  this  district  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
most  earnestly  requested  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavors, as  members  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, to  prevent  the  existence  of  slavery  in  any  of 
the  territories jyr  new  Slates,  which  may  be  erected 
by  Congress. 

"Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that,  as  the  legislature  of  this  State  will  shortly 
be  in  session,  it  will  be  highly  deserving  of  their 
wisdom  and  patriotism  to  take  into  their  early 
and  most  serious  consideration  the  propriety  of 
instructing  our  representatives  in  the  National 
Legislature  to  use  the  most  zealous  and  strenu- 
ous exertions  to  inhibit  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
any  of  the  territories  or  States,  which  may  here- 
after be  created  by  Congress;  and  that  the 
members  of  the  Assembly  from  this  county  be 
requested  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  subject  before  both  houses  of 
the  legislature. 

^^ Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing.the  members  of  Congress  who,  at  the  last 
session,  sustained  the  cause  of  justice,  humani- 
ty and  patriotism,  in  opposing  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  the  State  then  endeavored  to  be 
formed  out  of  the  Missouri  territory,  are  enti- 
tled to  the  warmest  thanks  of  every  friend  of 
humanity. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing be  published  in  the  newspapers  in  this 
city." 

Thus  we  see,  that  in  1819,  James  Buchanan 
was  not  satisfied  with  instructing  his  immediate 
representative  in  Congress  to  vote  for  the  inhi- 
bition of  slavery,  but  went  so  far  as  to  impose 
the  duty  upon  the  members  of  the  legislature 
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from  his  county  to  introduce  resolutions  in- 
structing the  senators  of  the  State  to  do  the 
same. 

In  that  excitement,  which  threatened  the  per- 
petuity of  this  Union,  James  Buchanan  had  not 
yet  learned  the  modern  doctrine  of  pouring  oil 
upon  the  troubled  elements;  but  with  his  breast 
warm  with  feelings  of  liberty,  he  reports  a  reso- 
lution thanking  those  members  of  Congress  who, 
in  that  contest,  had  stood  firm  and  prevented 
the  admission  of  Missouri  with  her  slave  terri- 
tory and  slave  constitution.  The  gentlemen  up- 
on the  other  side  of  the  house  may  tell  us  that 
he  was  a  Federalist  then.  That  is  true  ;  but  if 
he  was  a  Federalist,  he  was  also,  according  to 
the  modern  vocabulary  of  Democracy,  an  Abo- 
litionist. 

Let  us  come  down  to  another  exciting  time  in 
the  history  of  ourgovernment.  I  allude  to  the 
year  1837,  when  Mr.  Calhoun  introduced  into 
Congress  his  celebrated  slavery  resolutions.  At 
that  time,  James  Buchanan  had  emerged  from 
obscurity.  He  had  thrown  off  his  Federalism. 
He  had  joined  the  Democratic  party  ;  and  by 
the  force  of  the  popularity  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
he  had  been  thrown  into  public  life.  In  1837, 
we  find  him  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  occupying  a  prominent  position  as  a  Demo- 
cratic Senator.  Among  the  celebrated  resolu- 
tions offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  one  which 
read  as  follows:  [Calhoun's  Works,  vol.  3,  p. 
140.] 

"  Resolved  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of 
their  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal 
government,  the  states  retained  severally,  the 
exclusive  and  sole  rigiit  over  tbeir  own  domes- 
tic institutions  and  policy,  and  are  alone  res- 
ponsible for  them,  and  that  any  intermeddling 
of  any  one  or  more  states,  or  a  combination  of 
their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  institutions  and 
policy  of  the  others,  on  any  grounds  or  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  political,  moral  or  re- 
ligious, with  a  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
version, is  an  assumption  of  superiority  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  insulting  to  the 
states  interfered  with,  tending  to  endanger  their 
domestic  peace  and  tranquility,  subversive  to 
the  objects  for  which  the  constitution  was  form- 
ed, and  by  necessary  consequence,  tending  to 
weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself." 

Mr.  Morris,  then  a  democratic  senator  from 
the  state  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  moral  or  religious."  Upon  this  motion  a  very 
animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
took  the  ground  that  the  striking  out  of  these 
words  would  completely  nullify  the  resolution 
itself.  Yet  I  find  that  when  the  vote  was  taken 
upon  striking  out  these  words,  and  taking 
from  this  resolution  all  its  marrow  and  pith, 
James  Buchanan  voted  with  the  minority  in  the 
affirmative.  Those  who  voted  with  him  were 
Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Davis,  McKean,  Morris, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton  and  Webster ;  at  least 
one-half  of  whom  were  democratic  senators. 
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The  fifth  r  solution  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  the 
most  ini|K)rt:iiit  of  all,  related  to  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  rend  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  interraeddliiig  of  any 
State  or  Stales,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish 
slavery  in  this  district,  or  in  any  of  tiie  territo- 
ries, ou  the  <:round.  or  under  the  jjretext,  tliat  it 
is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  the  passage  of  any  act 
or  measure  of  Congress  witii  that  view,  would 
be  a  direct  and  dangerous  attack  ou  the  institu- 
tions of  the  slaveholding  States.' 

Mr.  Calhoun  contended  more  earnestly  for 
this  resolution  than  any  of  tlie  others,  for  the 
reason  that  he  thought  an  attempt  to  aboli^h 
f-lavery  in  the  Ui.-trict  was  threatened,  and  it 
virtually  denies  the  power  of  Congress  to  inter- 
fere with  slavery  in  the  national  territories. 
This  resolution  embraces  substantially  the  doc- 
trine established  in  the  democratic  platform  of 
1830.  and  which,  as  I  shall  show,  as  I  proceed, 
■was  repudiated  by  the  democratic  national  con- 
vention of  1848,  by  an  overwhelming  vote 
While  this  re^olutil)n  was  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following 
substitute  : 

"  Resolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia was  ceded  by  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
M.-iryland  to  the  United  Stales,  domestic  slavery 
existed  in  both  of  those  states,  including  the 
ceded  territory  ;  and  that,  as  it  still  continues  in 
both  of  them,  it  could  not  be  abolisiied  within 
the  district  without  a  violation  of  that  g<iod 
faith  which  was  implied  in  the  cession,  and  in 
the  acceptance  of  the  territory,  not  unless  cora- 
pensat'on  were  made  for  the  slaves,  without  a 
manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Tnitcd  States;  nor  without 
exciting  a  degree  of  ju^-t  alarm  and  apprehen- 
siou  in  the  states  recognizing  slavery,  far  tran- 
scending, in  mischievous  tendency,  any  j)ossi 
ble benefit  which  would  be  accomplished  by  the 
abolition." 

Upon  the  question  of  substituting  this  reso- 
lution, which  admits  the  right  of  Congress  to 
Icjiis  ate  upon  the  sulijeC  of  slavery  in  the  nation- 
al lerruoiies.  .Mr  Ijiicluuian  voted  witli  the  major- 
ity, and  .Mr. Clay's  resolution  substituted  forthat 
of  Mr.  Calhoun.  The  lattir  then  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Clay's  resolution,  by  adding  these  words  : 
"  that  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  abolish  slav- 
ery in  the  territories,  would  be  a  dangerous  at- 
tack upon  tiie  states  in  which  slavery  exists." 
Upon  this  proposition,  Mr.  IJuciianan  not  only 
voted  in  the  negative,  but  actually  addressed  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  its  adoption,  and  it  was 
rejected.  These  votes  will  bo  found  recorded  in 
the  sixth  volume  of  the  Congressional  Globe, 
page  .08,  t.  which  members  are  referred. 

We  have  followed  Mr.  liuchnnan  from  1819  to 
1837.  Let  us  now  take  another  step,  and  see 
where  he  stands  ten  years  later.  Upon  the  20th 
of  August,  1847,  James  Buchanan  was  invited  to 
an  agricultural  festival  in  the  county  of  Berks — 
good  old  Berks !  How  often  she  has  saved  the 
democracy  ;  how  often  ia  she  applauded  as  the 


very  keystone  of  the  Keystone  State  itself!  Now, 
1  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  convention  the  toast 
which  that  great  democrat,  James  Buchanan, 
sent  to  that  meeting: 

"The  Missouri  Compromise:  Its  adoption  in 
1820  saved  the  Union  from  threatened  evil;  its 
extension  in  1848  to  any  new  territory  which 
we  may  acquiie,  will  secure  the  like  happy  re- 
sult '•' 

In  connection    with  this   toast,  Jlr.  Burlianan 

gave  his  views,  which    1  need  not  lead.     Suffice 

It  to  say,  that  he  took  d  cisive  ground   in    favor 

j  of   the  extension  of  the  ordinance  of  r787  over 

new    territories.       But,  1    am    aware,    sir,    that 

there  was    some  controversy   in    relation  to  the 

!  meaning  of  that  letter.      Certain  southern  gcu- 

!  tleraen  were  inclined  to  put  a  different  construc- 

(  tion  upon  it:  and  in  1848,  .Mr.  T.  Sandford  wrote 

;  to  Mr.  Buchanan  up(^n  the  suhjec.  and  inquired 

j  whether  his  views  of  it  was  correct.     I  beg  leave 

I  to  read  Mr.  Buchanan's  reply  : 

"  Washington,  Aug.  21,  1848. 
I  "  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  recf  ived  yours  of  the 
I2th  insl.,  in  which  you  submit  to  nie  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  and  ask  whether  it  contains 
an  accurate  version  of  the  con\ers.ition  between 
us,  concerning  my  Berks  county  letter,  on  the 
occasion  to  which  you  refer: 

'•Happening  to  meet  Mr.  Buchanan  at  the 
President's  levee,  on  Friday  evening,  [  called 
his  attention  to  this  letter,  and  asked  li'm  if  lie 
intended  to  be  unders-tood  as  claiming  that  the 
population  of  a  territory  in  aw  unorganised  ca- 
pacity, had  the  right  to  control  the  question  of 
slavery  in  such  territory.  He  declared  that  no 
such  idi-a  had  ever  been  maintained  by  him  ; 
that  the  construction  put  upon  his  language  by 
.Mr.  Vancey  was  a  perversion  of  its  plain  and 
obvious  meaning;  tnat,  in  his  opinion,  the  in- 
habitants of  a  territory,  as  such,  had  no  political 
rights,  [although  they  possessed  all  the  private 
rights  of  American  citizens,]  that  "hey  had  no 
power  whatever  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
they  could  neither  interdict  nor  establish  it,  ex- 
cept when  asseniljled  in  convention  to  form  a 
Siate  Constitution.  He  further  authorized  and 
requested  nie  to  make  any  public  use  of  these 
declarations  that  1  might  think  proper,  to  cor- 
rect any  impression  which  .Mr.  Yancey's  con- 
struction of  his  language  in  the  Berks  letter 
might  have  made." 

"With  the  addition  which  I  have  inserted  be- 
tween brackets,  this  statement  is  substantially, 
and  almost  literally  correct,  according  to  my  re- 
collection. 

"  Any  other  construction  of  the  letter  would 
render  it  essentially  inconsistent  with  itself. 
Having  urgtd  the  a(lo[)lion  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, the  inlercnce  is  irresistible  t/ial  Con- 
i/ress,  in  my  opinion,  joo.s-.vm.sm  the  j>ou-rr  to  legis- 
lute  upon  the  suhjcct  of  slavery  in  the  territories. 
What  an  absurdity  would  it  then  be,  if,  whilst 
asserting  this  sovereign  power  in  Congress, 
xrhich  power  from  its  nature  must  be  exclusive,  I 
should  in  the  very  same  breath,  also  claim  this 
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identiciil  power  for  the  population  of  a  territnry 
iH  an  unorganized  capaciiy.  in  conclusion,  1 
desire  to  reiterHte  and  reaffirm  every  sentiment 
cont.iined  in  my  Beiks  county  letter.  /  cling  to 
the  Missouri  Compromise  with  greater  tenacity  than 
EVER,  and  yet  firmly  believe  that  it  will  be 
adopted  by  (Congress. 

"Yours,  very  respectfully, 

•'JAME8  BUCHANAN." 

Thus,  sir,  in  18-18,  we  find  James  Buchanan, 
not  only  distinctly  asserting  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  si  very  in 
the  national  territories,  but  repudiating  ths 
doctrine  of  squ..tter  sovereignty  as  expounded 
by  Lewis  Cass,  and  clinging  to  the  Missouri 
Conifiromise  with  more  tenacity  than  ever.  And 
upon  this  ground,  Mr.  Buchanan  stood,  until  he 
became  the  nominee  of  the  Cincinnati  Conven- 
tion, and  lost  his  identity  in  the  democratic 
platform  of  1856. 

Let  us  ne.xt  look  at  the  portion  of  the  democ- 
racy of  Indiana;  and  I  shall,  f<ir  want  of  time, 
confine  my  reference  to  that  State  to  a  single 
authority.  The  witness  whom  I  shall  put  upon 
the  sland,  is  the  gentleman  who  has  attained  a 
very  recent  distinction,  in  having  been  allowed 
to  occupy  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  one  of  the  grossest  frauds  e.er  perpe- 
trated by  a  political  body.  I  allude  to  Graham 
N.  Fitch.  In  1849,  he  was  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, as  Representative  for  Indiana,  and  was 
interrogated  as  to  his  views  ufion  the  slavery 
question.  Here  is  the  letter,  and  his  reply  : 
Plymouth,  Aug.  4   1849 

*' Sir :  As  there  are  a  few  who  think  you 
have  not  been  quite  definite  enough  on  some  of 
the  questions  involved  in  the  present  canvass,  I 
wish  you  to  answer  the  following  questions,  to 
wit: 

"  1st.  Will  you,  if  elected,  vote  for  the  un- 
conditional repeal  of  slaveiy  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ? 

"  2d.  Will  you  vote  for  the  abolition  of  the 
inter-State  slave  trade  ? 

"od.  Will  you  vote  for  the  AVilmot  Proviso 
being  extended  over  the  territory  of  California 
and  New  M  xico,  and  against  any  law  authoriz- 
ing slaves  to  be  taken  there  as  property  ? 

"  Please  answer  the  above  questions  yes  or  nO' 
without  comment. 

"  GRAVE  POMEROY." 

To  these  questions,  the  respor.se  was — 

"  With  pleasure  I  answer  'i/es'  to  the  ab^ve 
questions.  GRAHAM  N.  FITCH." 

He  then  adds : 

"  Enteitaining  the  view  ind'cated  in  my  an- 
swer above,  I  shall  not  only  vole  -yes'  on  these 
measures,  but  if  no  older  or  abler  member, 
whose  intiuence  would  be  greater  than  mine,  in- 
troduces them  into  Con^re-s,  I  shall  do  so  myself, 
if  I  have  the  honor  of  holding  a  seat  there. 

G.  N.  FITCH." 

I  suppose  that  Graham  N  Fitch  was  good 
democratic  authority  in   1849,  when  he   was  the 


candidate  of  that  party  for  Congress,  as  he  is 
now  a  good  detnocrat,  holding  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  ol  the  United  States. 

Let  us  now  come  .still  nearer  home,  and  look 
at  tlie  action  of  our  neighboring  Democratic 
state  of  Illinois.  In  1849  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  then  Democratic,  passed  this  resolution  ; 

"  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois 
the  House  of  RepresentaHces  concurring,  That  our 
Senators  in  Congress  be  inslructtd,  and  our 
Represi  utatives  be  requisttd,  to  use  all  honora- 
ble means  in  their  power  to  procure  the  enact- 
ment of  such  laws  by  Congress,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  countries  and  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
friendship,  limits  and  settlement,  with  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,  concluded  February  2.  1848, 
as  shall  contain  thri  express  declaration  that 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invulutitary 
servitude  in  said  territories,  otherwise  than  in 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted." 

The  Democratic  Convention  which  nominated 
Dr.  Moloney  for  Congre  s,  who  was  the  succes- 
sor of  John  Wmtworth,  passed  the  following 
resolution  : 

'■^Resolved,  That  we  are  uncompromisingly  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery ;  aiio,  while  we 
Would  not  make  such  opposition  a  ground  of  in- 
terference wiii  the  interests  of  the  states  where 
it  exists,  yet  we  moderately  but  firmly  insist  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  opjiose  its  extension  to 
country  now  free,  by  ail  means  compatible  ivith  the 
obligations  of  the  cojistilution,  and  with  good  faith 
to  our  sister  states;  that  these  principles  were 
recognized  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  Thomas  Ji-fferson,  who  is  ac- 
knowledged by  all  to  be  the  great  oracle  and 
expounder  of  our  faith." 

I  have  still,  Mr.  Chairman,  another  authority; 
and  it  isthat  emanatingfrom  the  Democratic  party 
itself,  in  its  highest'  convocation.  I  allmie  to 
the  Democratic  platform  of  1848,  and  the  actiim 
of  the  convention  which  adopted  it.  In  that 
convention,  which  nominated  Lewis  Cass  and 
William  0    Cutler,  this  resolution  was  [lassed  : 

"That  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  interfere  with  or  control  the  domes- 
tic instituti'ins  of  the  Seveial  states,  and  tliat 
sue  states  aie  the  sole  and  proper  judges  of 
everything  appeitainiiig  to  their  own  affairs,  nut 
prohibited  by  the  constitution  ;  that  all  effoits 
of  the  abolitionifts  and  others  made  to  induce 
Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of  slavery, 
or  to  take  incipient  st*  ps  in  relation  thereto,  are 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarming  and 
dangerous  consequences,  and  that  all  such  efforts 
have  an  inevitable  tendf^ncy  to  diminish  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people  and  endanger  the  s-tabiliiy 
and  peiananence  of  the  Union,  situi  (uight  not  to 
he  couutenaeictd  by  any  friend  of  our  political 
institutions." 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  resohition  has 
sole  reference  to  slavery  in  the  states.  It  says 
not  a  word  about  slavery  in  the  territories,  for 
that  was  a  question  upon  which   the  same  due- 
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trine  was  recognized  and  believed  by  men  of  all 
parties.  But  Hi  at  it  had  no  referenie  to,  and 
contains  no  sanction  of,  the  doctrine  of  the  mod- 
ern Deiuocracj-  upon  thisq  estion,  is  sufliciently 
established  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  written  by 
Silas  Wright,  an  anti-slavery  Democrat  of  New 
York,  v?ho  would  no  more  have  voted  to  carry 
slavery  into  the  territories  than  for  any  other 
absurd  and  unconstitutional  measure.  And 
that  this  resolution  means  just  what  I  say  it 
means,  and  no  more  than  this,  is  shown  also  by 
the  subsequent  action  of  that  very  convention  ; 
for  this  very  modern  doctrine,  that  Congress  has 
no  right  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  territo- 
ries, and  that  slavery  is  permitted  to  go  into  the 
territories  by  the  constitution,  was  vo'ed  down 
by  this  convention,  not  receiving  a  single  vote 
from  a  free  stale.  Among  the  members  of  the 
committee  ujjon  resolutions,  in  this  Democratic 
convention  of  1S4S,  was  one  William  L.  Yancey, 
of  Alabama,  who  made  a  minority  report  from 
that  committee,  signed  by  himself  and  a  member 
from  Florida,  and  one  from  South  Carolina. 
Their  report  concludes  with  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

^'Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  of  non-interven- 
tion with  the  rights  of  property  of  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  confederacy,  be  it  either  in 
the  states  or  territories  thereof,  by  any  others 
than  the  parties  interested  in  them,  is  the  true 
republican  doctrine  recognized  by  this  body." 

Upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  affirming 
the  doctrine  of  the  modern  Democracy,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called,  and  the  following  is  the 
result: 


Yeas. 

Nays 

Maine,     -        -        - 

0 

9 

New  Hampshire, 

-    0 

6 

Massachusetts, 

0 

12 

Vermont,     - 

-     0 

6 

Rhode  Island, 

0 

4 

Connecticut, 

-     0 

t; 

New  Jersey,     - 

0 

7 

Pennsylvania, 

-     0 

26 

Dtlaware, 

0 

;! 

Ohio, 

-     0 

25 

Indiana, 

0 

12 

Illinois, 

-     0 

9 

Michigan, 

0 

5 

Iowa, 

-     0 

4 

Missouri, 

0 

7 

Wisconsin, 

-     0 

4 

]\Iaryland, 

1 

0 

Virginia, 

-     0 

17 

North  Carolina, 

0 

11 

South  Carolina,  - 

-    'J 

0 

(Georgia, 

'J 

0 

Florida, 

-      0 

:i 

Alabama, 

'.( 

0 

Mississippi, 

-      0 

r> 

liouisiana, 

0 

c 

Texa.s 

-     0 

4 

Arkansas, 

3 

0 

Tennessee, 

-     1 

12 

Kentucky, 

1 

11 

Total, 


:!ii       lilG 


It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  re- 
ceived thirty-six  votes,  every  one  of  which  came 
from  the  slave  States;  ever}'  delegation  from  the 
free  States  voting  unanimously  against  this  pro- 
position! Aye,  sir,  the  Democracy  of  Iowa  then 
repudiated  this  doctrine.  This  may  be  news  to 
some  gentlemen  upon  this  floor ;  but  if  these 
things  are  so,  of  which  1  have  ofiered  abundant 
testimony,  what  becomes  of  the  assertion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall],  that 
the  Democratic  party  of  to-day  is  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  other  da-f s — the  party  which  put 
this  government  in  motion — which  gave  it  char- 
acter, and  the  prosperity'  which  it  now  enjoys? 

I  might  multiply  these  proofs,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  did  time  permit;  but  I 
will  forbear.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  lo-day  holds  no  one  sentiment 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  common  with  the 
Democratic  party  of  other  days;  and  the  declar- 
ation of  the  Cincinnati  Enquiier,  in  1843,  that 
"  the  man  who  was  .a  Democrat  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  entertains  the  principles  xow 
that  the  party  did  thex,  and  has  noX. progressed 
with  the  party,  is  just  twenty-five  years  behind 
the  times  and  the  party,"  is  as  true  now  as  it 
was  in  18-43.  This  declaration  was  made  with 
reference  to  the  progress  of  that  party,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tariff  and  a  national  bank,  but  is 
equally  applicable  to  the  slavery  question.  The 
party  hat  progressed ;  and  have  become  the  de- 
fenders and  advocates  of  that  system  which  Mr, 
Jefferson  wished  to  see  abolished,  and  which  he 
pronounced  "the  most  unremitting  despotism," 
on  the  part  of  the  master,  and  "  degrading  sub- 
mission" on  the  part  of  the  slave. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  what  has  pro- 
duced this  change  in  the  position  of  the  demo- 
cratic party;  and  this  brings  me  to  my  second 
I)roposition,  that  the  democratic  party  changed 
its  position  at  the  dictation  of  the  south.  I  con- 
cur in  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  trora  Des 
Moines,  that  the  democratic  party  has  made  ft 
contract  with  the  south  that  there  should  be  no 
politics  between  them.  There  has  been  a  con- 
tract, and  it  has  been  made  since  the  year  1850. 
The  result  of  this  contract  is  that  the  south  have 
put  into  the  platform  of  the  democratic  party  a 
doctrina  which  had  been  rejected  by  them  through 
the  whoVe  history  of  our  government,  and  which 
had  been  repudiat'd  by  every  public  northern 
man  who  had  taken  any  prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  government.  The  year  1850  is 
memorable  for  what  are  called  the  compromise 
measures.  By  a  union  of  the  whigs  and  demo- 
crats of  this  country,  an  effort  was  made  to  set- 
tle the  question  of  slavery;  and  certain  measures 
were  passed,  odious  in  their  character  and 
disgraceful  to  the  age,  and  the  country  in  which 
we  live  ;  and  yet,  siV,  abhorrent  as  they  were 
to  the  moral  scnsollof  the  ])eople  ot  the  free 
states,  they  resolvea  to  acquiesce;  the  democrat- 
ic party,  claiming  the  credit  of  it,  went  into 
1)0 wer  in  1852.  Now  let  us  see  what  they  af- 
I  linn  in  their  democratic  platform  of  18f)2.  la 
l,that  year  the   democratic  party   reaffirmed  the 
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resolution  adopted  by  the  democratic  convention  !  pledged  himself  that  his  administration  should 
in  1848— the  resolution  written  by  rfilas  Wright,  be  demoted  to  keeping  down  the  slavery  a^Ua- 
~ll'"'..^^^^  !"^'^^'^  °'°'''^  ^°  '^ '  '''''^  ^"^''"^  '^   ^^"^    *^°"-     ^  ^^^  3'0^^  ^^en  if  the  President  wlio  gave 

the  pledge,  and  his  party   who    Avere  in    power, 
are  not  responsible  for  the    agitation  which  has 


they  added; 


'^Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  proposition 
covers,  and  was  intended  to  embrace,  the  whole 
subject  of  slavery  agitation  in  Congress,  and, 
therefore,  Vhe  democratic  party  of  the  Union, 
standing  on  this  national  platform,  will  abide  by 
and  adliem/to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts 
kuown  as  ihe  compromise  measures  settled  by 
the  last  Congress,  "  the  act  for  reclaiming  fugi- 
tives from  service  or  labor,"  included  ;  which 
act,  being  designed  t"  carry  out  an  express  pro- 
vision of  the  coustitution,  cannot,  with  fidelity 
thereto  be  repealed  or  so  changed  as  to  destroy 
or  impair  its  efSciency. 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  democratic  party  will 
resist  all  attempts  at  raising,  in  Congress  or  out 
of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  under 
whatever  shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be 
made." 


These  resolutions,  Mr.f  Chairman,  give  to  the 
resolution  ofSilas  Wrigl](t,  a  construction  it  was 
never  intended  to  bear,  and  which  he  himself 
would  never  have  assented  to,  liadhis  life  been 
spared.  Between  1848  and  1852,  the  south  had 
gained  the  fugitive  slave  law,  and  were  preparing 
their  measures  for  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise.  Their  eyes  were  turned  toward 
the  fair  plains  of  Kansas.  It  was  necessary  to 
take  one  step  in  advance  of  their  former  position, 
and  to  commit  the  democratic  party,  not  only  to 
the  support  of  the  fugitive  sla^lg^aw,  but  to  op- 
position to  any  discussion  upoii^  the  subject  of 
slavery.  Thus  a  construction  was  given  to  the 
resolution  of  1818,  which  the  wriier  never  an- 
ticipated, and  which  the  great  mass  of  the  party 
never  sanctioned.  The  same  influences  were  at 
work  in  the  old  whig  party.  That  party  had 
become  faithless  to  the  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
It  had  learned  from  the  opposition,  that  subs 
viency  to  the  south,  was  requisite  to  succe; 
and  that  party  adopted  the  same  principle,  aira 
resolved  that  it  would  resist  the  agitation  of 
slavery,  in  and  out  of  Congress.  That  resolu- 
tion was  the  death  of  the  whig  party.  The  con- 
test of  18-32,  resulted  in  the  election  of  Franklin 
Pierce  to  the  Presidency,  with  a  democratic 
majority  in  each  branch  of  Congress,  to  sustain 
him.  The  defeat  of  the  whig  part}'  was  over- 
whelming, and  it  h^s  had  no  existence  since. 
Upon  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Pierce  came 
into  the  Presidency,  and  in  his  inaugural  address 
pledged  himself  to  his  countrymen  that  all  the 
ability  and  talent,  and  power  of  his  adminis- 
tration should  be  devoted  to  keeping  down  this 
slavery  agitation.  The  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  asked  us  who  are  re-ponsible  for  this 
agitation.  8ir,  they  who  are  in  power.  They 
had  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  they  had 
the  President.  The  whigs  were  out  of  power, 
and  the  freesoilers  were  too  i*«gnificnnt  to  ef- 
fect anything  by  their  votes.  I  Their   President, 


since  ensued.  The  country  was  quiet.  The 
democracy  were  in  full  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  people,  in  the  simplicity  of  their 
hearts,  supposed  that  we  had  reached  a  "final- 
ity," and  that  the  vexed  question  of  slavery  was 
settled.  They  relied  upon  the  pledges  of  the 
■whig  and  democratic  parties,  endorsed  by  the 
assurance  of  President  Pierce  himself.  Mistaken 
and  deceived  people  of  the  free  states  !  The 
lull  in  the  public  mind,  was  only  the  precursor 
of  the  storm  that  was  to  follow  !  The  submis- 
sion of  the  free  north,  only  gave  assurance  to 
the  foe  of  human  rights,  and'  steathily  that  foe 
went  to  work  to  blacken  the  fertile  prairies  of 
Kansas  with  the  curse  of  slavery. 

Kansas  and  Nebraska  were  to  be  organized. 
The  subject  came  into  the  Senate,  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  of  which 
Stephen  A  Douglas  was  chaii-pian.  That  com- 
mittee reported  back  the  bill  ^organizing  those 
territories.  It  contained  no  ^rfevision  by  which 
slavery  was  to  be  benefittefl;  It  removed  no 
obstructions  in  the  pathway  of  the  black  power. 
The  Missouri  Comprv^mise  was  untouched.  It 
did  not  pi  ase  the  South.  While  these  things 
were  going  on,  there  happened  to  be  a  vacant 
seat  iii  the  Senate  chamber.  The  member  from 
Missouri,  and  the  acting  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  instead  of  discharging  his  consti- 
tutional duties,  was  out  uj)on  the  western  bor- 
ders of  that  State,  organizing  blue  lodges  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  slavery  into  Kansaa.  David 
R.  Atchison  was  absent  from  his  seat/|*hen  Mr. 
Douglas  reported  thejbill  organizingil|he  terri- 
tories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  Upon  the  mo- 
tion of  a  southern  senator,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted, and  while  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  the  second  time,  Mr.  Atchison  came 
ffto  Washington.  He  told  his  compeer,  Mr. 
Douglas,  "  I  have  been  upon  the  western  bor- 
ders of  Missouri  ;  I  have  organized  blue  lodges, 
which  stand  ready  to  carry  slavery  into  Kansas. 
There  is  but  a  single  thing  in  the  way.  There 
stands  the  Missouri  compromise,  a  barrier  high- 
er than  the  stone  wall  of  China,  and  absolutely 
impeneti  able.  We  cannot  take  our  negroes  there 
until  it  is  out  of  the  w-ay.  Your  in,terests  as  a 
partisan  require  the  removal  of  that  IMissouri 
Compromise."  The  South  prevailed.  The  cause 
of  civil  liberty  was  betrayed.  In  ten  days  after 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  Mr.  Douglas,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  slavery  into 
Kansas,  he  reported  back  the  bill,  with  a  clause 
repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  ;  repealing 
the  very  measure  which  Douglas  himself  had 
applauded,  and  of  which  he  had  said'  that  there 
was  no  man  so  bold  as  to  raise  his  arm  to  de- 
stroy it.  And  that  was  the  beginning  of  this 
slavery  agitation.  A  democratic  Congress  and 
a  democratic  President  passed  that  bill  into  a 


supposing    they    were    actin^in     good  faith,  [  law;  and  it  is  they  who  are  responsible  for  this 
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agitation  and  for  all  the  consequences  that  have 
ensued  or  maj  ensue. »j 

What  was  the  next  step?  The  southern  poli- 
ticians saw  that  the  country  was  aroused.  They 
saw  and  felt  that  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  these 
free  States,  would  never  permit  that  our  con- 
stitution and  our  government  should  be  a  mere 
raacliine  for  the  purpose  of  extending  and  spread- 
ing this  curse  all  over  God's  earth.  The  people 
of  ihe  free  States  rose  sinniltaneoi^lj,  in  one 
mass,  in  condemnation  of  this  act.  '  Men  who 
had  stood  by  Andrew  Jackson  in  aH'his  bitter 
contests,  who  had  been  his  right  hand  men,  and 
■warded  off  the  blows  that  were  aimed  at  him, 
rebelled  against  these  measures.  Such  men  as 
Francis  P.  Blair,  whom  the  democrats  used  to 
think  they  would  go  to  when  they  died  ;  Pres- 
ton King,  Abijah  Mann,  and  all  the  best  men  of 
the  democratic  party,  threw  off  the  manacles  of 
party,  and  as  one  man  arose  in  denunciation  of 
this  measure.  The  South  were  not  idle.  They 
saw  there  was  but  one  way  to  save  the  a  Ivan- 
tage  they  had  gained,  and  that  was  to  throw  the 
lash  over  the  backs  and  the  cha  ns  around  the 
body  of  this  so  called  democratic  party,  and  they 
went  to  work  to  do  it.  The  presidential  elec- 
tion of  1856  wasapproaching.  It  was  necessary 
to  make  this  party  change  its  position  upon  that 
subject,  or  else  no  chance  remained  for  carrying 
out  their  policy.  And  how  did  they  go  to  work 
to  accomplish  it?  The  mode  is  dii^played  in 
the  resolutions  adopted  in  the  democialic  con- 
ventions of  the  southern  States,  in  which  they 
gave  the  democracy  distinctly  to  understand 
that  they  must  put  such  and  such  planks  into 
their  platform  ;  that  they  must  take  the  respon 
sibility  of  the-^e  measures  upon  their  own  shoul- 
ders, or  the  south  would  not  go  into  convention 
and  sujjport  the  candidate  of  the  democracy. 
Let  me  refer  to  the  evidence.  Here  are  the  res- 
olutious  ado[)ted  by  the  democratic  State  o'>'  Al- 
abani  i,  in  the  democratic  State  convention  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  of 
1856: 

•'  Resolved,  8.  That  it  is  expedient  that  we 
should  be  represented  in  the  Denioi  raiic  Nation- 
al Convention  uj)on  such  conditions  as  ai'C  here- 
in exiires-sed. 

*'9.  Tinit  the  delegates  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention,  to  nominate  a  President 
and  Vice-President,  arc  hereby  expressly  in- 
structed to  insist  that  the  said  convention  shall 
adopt  a  platform  of  principles  as  the  basis  of  a 
national  organization,  prior  to  the  nomination 
of  candidates,  iine(iuivocally  asserting,  in  sub- 
stance, tue  following  propositions:  1.  There- 
cognition  and  approval  of  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention by  Congress  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  the  territories.  2.  That  no  restric- 
tion or  prohibition  of  .tlavery  in  any  territory 
shall  iiereafter  be  made  in  any  act  of  Congress. 
3.  Tliat  no  state  shall  be  refused  admission  ii  to 
the  I'nion  because  of  the  existence  of  slavery 
therein.  4.  Tlic  faithful  execution  and  muinten- 
auce  of  the  fugitive,  .'•lave  law. 

"10.   That  if  said    National  Convention  shall 


refuse  to  adopt  the  propositions  embraced  in  the 
preceding  resolutions,  our  delegates  to  said  con- 
vention are  hereby  positively  instructed  to  with- 
draw therefrom." 

Here  was  a  reading  of  the  law  to  Northern 
Democrats  !  Here  was  the  lash  held  over  their  j 
heads  !  Here  was  the  threat  to  take  from  them  ; 
all  the  spoils  of  office  !  Make  a  platform  con- 
taining the  principles,  or  our  delegates  will 
withdraw,  and  we  will  lefuse  to  support  your 
candidates ! 

The  Democratic  convention  of  Mississippi,  to 
elect  delegates  to  the  same  convention,  pas-^ed 
the  following  resolutions  : 

"Resolved,  4.  That  our  delegates  to  the  next 
National  Convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  to 
be  held  for  the  purpose  of  noniinating  candidates 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  are  hereby 
instructed  that  they  are  to  insist  on  tiie  adoption 
by  said  convention  of  a  platform  of  principles 
which  shall  contain — 

"  1.  A  recogniuon  and  adoption  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  act  of  Congress  commonly  called 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  act. 

'•2.  A  pledge  to  resist  all  attempts  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  o  to  pro- 
hibit the  slave  trade  between  the  states. 

"3.  A  pledge  to  resist  all  attempts  to  repeal 
the  fugitive  slave  bill,  or  impair  its  faithful  exe- 
cution." 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  Georgia 
adopted  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  adopt  as  our  own  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  passed  unanimously  by  the 
last  legislature  of  Georgia  : 

"  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembhj  of  the  State 
of  Georyia,  That  the  o[)po?iliou  lo  the  princi- 
ples of  llie  Nebraska  bill,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  is  regarded  by  the  f)eo]jle  of 
Georgia  as  hostility  to  the  people  of  the  tSouih, 
and  that  all  peisons  who  jjartake  in  sucli  oppo- 
sition are  unfit  to  be  reeogni>ed  as  component 
parts  of  any  party  or  orgunization  not  hostile 
to  the  Souih. 

'■'  Resolveil,  That  in  accordance  with  the  above 
resolution,  whilst  we  are  willing  to  act  in  party 
association  with  all  sound  and  reliable  men  in 
every  section  of  the  I'nion,  we  are  not  willing 
to  affiliate  with  any  pai'y  that  shall  not  recog- 
nise, approve,  and  carry  out,  the  princijiles  and 
provisions  of  the  Nebraska  Kansas  act;  and 
tliat  the  Democratic  party  of  Georgia  will  cut 
off  all  party  connection  with  every  man  and 
party  at  the  North  or  elsewhere  that  does  not 
come  up  fully  and  fairly  to  this   line  of  action." 

These  were  the  means  adopted  to  dragoon  the 
Norllieru  Democracy  into  the  support  of  these 
principles  and  measures  Tlic  Democratic  party 
of  the  North  were  g  ven  distinctly  to  understand 
that  if  they  did  not  toe  the  mark;  if  they  did 
not  smoilur  whatever  sentiments  of  liberty 
might  yet  exi>t  in  their  breais,  there  was  no 
chance  for  otlice — there  was  no  chance  for  suc- 
cess.    And  how  many   spurned  the  bribe? 
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But  I  have  still  another  witness.  While  the 
discus!-ion  upon  this  suhje  t  was  going  on  in 
Congress,  Mr.  Keith,  a  d  stinguished  gentleman 
fiom  South  Carolina,  announced  publicly  upon 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representaiives  the 
demand  of  the  South  upon  the  Democracy  of 
the  North'     Here  is  liis  language  : 

"  The  democratic  party  at  the  north  has  been 
cut  down  in  the  fight,  it  has  passed  through 
lire  and  water.  It  has  come  out  cleansed,  with 
whitened  garments.  It  is  now  strong  enough 
to  do  battle  for  the  constitution.  Will  you  swell 
it,  for  the  spoils,  with  a  motley  horde,  weaiing 
soiled  and  tattered  robes?  If  you  will,  give  the 
platform  to  the  South,  and  the  man  to  the  North." 
*  *  *  *  * 

"The  South  should  establish  in  the  platform  the 
principle,  that  the  right  of  a  Southern  man  to 
his  slave  is  equal  in  its  length  and  breadth  to  the 
right  of  thi  Northern  man  to  his  horse.  She 
should  make  the  recognition  of  the  right  full, 
cou'plete,  and  indisputable." 

The  north  might  have  the  man  but  the  south 
meant  to  make  the  platform  ;  or  in  other  words, 
that  the  slaveholders  of  the  south  would  dictate 
to  the  democracy  of  the  whole  country,  upon 
what  principles  they  must  stand,  in  order  to  se- 
cure for  their  candidate  the  vote  of  the  south. 
The  convention  assembled  at  Cincinnati,  and  as 
might  have  been  expected,  one  of  these  slave- 
driving  gentlemen  was  put  at  its  head  as  Pre- 
siding officer.  The  southern  States,  having  is- 
sued their  instructions,  a  southern  gentleman, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  them  enforced,  takes 
the  chair,  and  appoints  a  committee  on  resolu- 
tions to  frame  the  democratic  platform  of  1856. 
If  you  will  read  that  platform,  you  will  see  how 
completely  the  northern  democrats  submitted  to 
that  dictation — how  subservient  they  were  under 
the  uplifted  lash.  Not  a  man  in  that  convention 
dared  to  look  back  as  far  as  1848,  and  rebel. 
Here,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country,  is  announced,  in  any  authoritative 
shape,  the  doctrine  for  which  that  party  con- 
tended in  the  last  canvass.  After  reaffirming  the 
platform  of  1852,  which,  as  I  have  shown,  af- 
firmed the  platform  of  1848,  they  go  a  step 
further.  Here  is  what  they  say  in  1856,  which 
includes,  first,  the  resolutions  before  read  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  reiterate,  with  a  renewed 
energy  of  purpose,  the  well  considered  declara- 
tions of  tormer  conventions  upon  the  sectional 
i?sue  of  domestic  slavery,  and  concerning  there- 
served  rights  of  the  States — 

"  1.  That  Congress  has  no  power  under  the 
Constitution  to  interfere  with  or  control  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  the  several  States,  and 
that  such  States  are  the  sole  and  proper  judges 
0/ everything  oppertaining  to  their  own  hfl"airs, 
not  prohibited  by  the  constitution;  that  all  ef- 
forts of  the  abolitionists,  or  others,  made  to  in- 
duce Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of 
slavery,  or  to  take  incipient  steps  in  relation 
thereto,  are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  consequences ;  and  that  all 
such  efforts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  di- 


minish the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  endanger 
the  stability  and  permanency  of  the  Unior.,  and 
ought  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of 
our  political  institutions. 

"  2.  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers, 
and  was  intended  to  embrace,  the  whole  subject 
of  slavery  agitation  in  Congress,  and  therefore 
the  Democratic  party  of  the  Union,  standing  on 
this  national  platform,  will  abide  by  and  adhere 
to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known  as  the 
compro.i.ise  measures,  settled  by  the  Congress 
of  1850,  'the  net  for  reclaiming  fugitives  from 
service  or  labor'  included;  which  act  being  de- 
signed to  carry  out  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  cannot,  with  fidelity  thereto,  be 
repealled,  or  so  changed  as  to  destroy  or  impair 
its  efficiency. 

''3.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  resist  all 
attempts  at  renewing,  in  Congress  or  out  of  it, 
the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  under 
whatever  shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be 
made. 

"4.  That  the  Democratic  party  will  faithfully 
abide  by  and  uphold  the  principles  laid  down  in 
the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798, 
and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  Vir- 
ginia legislature  in  1799  ;  that  it  adopts  these 
principles  ps  constituting  one  of  the  main  foun- 
dations of  its  political  creed,  and  is  resolved  to 
carry  them  out  in  their  obvious  meaning  and 
import. 

"And  that  we  may  more  distinctly  meet  the 
issue  on  which  a  sectional  party,  subsisting  ex- 
clusively on  slavery  agitation,  now  relies  to  test 
the  fidelity  of  the  people,  north  or  south,  to  the 
constitution  and  the  Union — 

"1.  Resolved,  That,  claiming  fellowship  with, 
and  desiring  the  co-operation  of,  all  who  regard 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  under  the  consti- 
tution as  the  paramount  issue,  and  repudiating 
all  sectional  parties  and  platforms  concerning 
domestic  slavery,  which  seek  to  embroil  the 
states  and  incite  to  treason  and  armed  resis-tance 
to  law  in  the  territories,  and  whose  avowed  pur- 
poses, if  consummated,  must  end  in  civil  war 
and  disunion — the  American  Democracy  recog- 
nize and  adopt  the  principles  contained  in  the 
organic  law  establishing  the  territories  of  Kan- 
sas and  Nebraska,  as  embodyin^_r  the  only  sound 
and  safe  solution  of  the  'slavery  question,'  upon 
which  the  great  national  idea  of  the  people  of 
this  whole  country  can  repose  in  its  determined 
conservatism  of  the  Union — non-interference  by 
Com/ress  icith  slavery  in  state  or  territory,  or  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

"2.  That  this  was  the  basis  of  the  compro- 
mises of  1850 — confirmed  by  both  the  democrat- 
ic and  whig  parties  in  national  conventions — 
ratified  by  the  people  in  the  election  of  1852 — 
and  rightly  applied  in  the  organization  of  terri- 
tories in  1854. 

"  3.  That  the  uniform  application  of  this 
democratic  principle  to  the  organization  of  tei- 
ritories,  and  to  the  admission  of  new  States  with 
or  without  domestic  slavery,   as   they  may  elect 


900 


SUFFRAGE  RESTRICTED  TO  WHITES. 


[36th  Day 


aioudayj 


CLARKE,  of  J. 


[Mar elk  2d 


— the  equal  rights  of  all  the  States  will  be  pre- 
served intact — the  original  compacts  of  the 
coa  titutiou  maiutaiued  inviolate — and  the  per- 
petuity and  expansion  of  this  Union  insured  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  of  cmbr'Cing,  in  peace  and 
harmony,  every  future  American  rftate  that  may 
be  constituted  or  annexed,  with  a  republican 
form  of  government. 

'•Rcsoli'eJ,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  the 
people  of  all  the  territories,  including  Kansas 
andNebraska,  acting  through  the  legally  and 
fairly  expressed  will  of  a  majority  of  actual  res- 
idents, and  whenever  the  number  of  these  in- 
habitants justilies  it,  to  form  a  constitution  with 
or  without  domestic  slavery,  and  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality 
with  the  other  States." 

Now  I  call  the  attention  of  democrats  upon 
this  floor  to  this  matter,  and  ask  them  to  exam- 
ine the  records  of  their  party  from  its  first  or- 
ganization to  the  present  time.  Let  them  ex- 
amine the  speeches  of  every  public  man  in  their 
party,  and  they  will  find  that  not  until  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions  by  the  democratic  con- 
vention of  1850.  was  this  doctrine  of  non-inter- 
ference with  slavery  in  the  territories,  even  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  democratic  creed.  Here, 
for  the  first  time,  it  becomes  orthodox.  And  I 
think  that  I  have  shown  that  even  at  that  time, 
it  was  inserted  in  the  platform  solely  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  dictation  of  the  southern  portion  of 
the  democratic  party. 

We  are  told  that  the  republican  party  is  a  sec- 
tional party.  The  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr. 
Gibson,]  reiterated  that  charge  the  other  night. 
I  beg  leave  to  ask  him  how  we  are  to  determine 
the  character  of  a  party — whether  it  is  sectional 
or  national?  ;\[u3t  we  look  to  the  men  who  are 
members  of  that  party,  or  to  the  platform  of 
principles  by  which  the  party  is  to  be  governed, 
and  upon  which  it  stands  ?  I  say  to  that  gen- 
tleman, and  to  every  other  democrat  upon  this 
Hoor,  that  if  tliey  will  go  with  rac  and  exaraiue 
the  democratic  platform  they  will  find  that  it  is 
a  sectional  platform,  and  none  other.  I  ask 
gentlemen  to  point  me  to  a  single  principle  in 
that  platform,  the  object  of  which  is  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  free  States.  It  cannot  be 
found.  The  wiiole  scries  of  resolutions,  from 
beginning  to  end,  have  reference  almost  solely 
and  completely  to  this  question  of  slavery. 
Gentlemen  hero  talk  aljo\it  the  "  nigger  in  the 
■wood  pile."  If  there  ever  was  one  anywhere  ho 
is  to  be  found  among  the  jilanks  of  this  demo- 
cratic platform.  It  is  a  sectional  platform,  and 
nothing  else. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  come  to  the  doc- 
trine of  squatter  sovereignty,  and  which  has 
been  alluilcd  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  Ti)is  doctrine  was  first 
promuiged  by  Lewis  Cass,  in  his  .Nicholson  let- 
ter. It  is  as  plausible  on  its  face,  as  it  is  so- 
phistical in  its  character;  and  after  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas-Nooraska  bill,  was  regarded  as 
the  doctrine  of  the  modern  democracy.  The 
people  of  the  north  were  deluded  by  this  dogma. 


The  argument,  that  the  people  who  settled  in 
the  territories,  should  have  the  right  to  give 
character  to  the  institutions  of  the  territory,  and 
that  the  people  of  Iowa  and  New  York  should 
not  be  permitted,  and  hai  no  right,  to  meddle  in 
the  matter,  seemed  plausible;  and  the  demo- 
cratic party  hoped  to  stand  upon  that  ground. 
But  the  south  was  not  content  with  tiis.  The 
south  were  not  willing  to  risk  themselves  and 
their  property  upon  such  a  foundation.  They 
did  not  feel  safe.  It  would  not  carry  the  local 
laws  of  the  slave  states  into  the  territories,  and 
without  these  local  laws,  slavery  could  not  exist 
there.  Nor  was  this  all.  The  south  began  to 
see,  that  all  the  force  and  violence  resorted  to, 
to  prevent  the  free  men  of  the  north  from  going 
into  Kansas,  had  failed  to  produce  the  desired 
elfect ;  that  in  spite  of  all  their  efibrts,  the 
northern  men  were  determined  to  go  and  settle 
there  ;  and  that  when  the  question  came  to  be 
presented  the  north  would  out-vote  the  south. 
A  .other  advance  step  must  be  taken.  The  much 
lauded  dogma  of  popular  sovereignty  must  gi*e 
way,  and  the  democratic  party  be  driven  to  deny 
and  disown  the  very  doctrine  they  had  used  to 
sustain  the  Kansas  act.  Squatter  sovereignty 
must  be  hauled  down,  and  the  novel  doctrine  of 
State  Equality,  which  converts  this  government 
into  a  mere  organization  for  the  extension  of 
slavery — which  opens  every  territory  to  the 
curse  and  blight  of  slavery,  and  which  s'ives  the 
slave-holder  the  same  right  to  take  his  slaves 
into  Kansas,  and  hold  them  there,  that  it  does 
an  Iowa  farmer  to  take  and  hold  his  stock — 
hereafter  emblazoned  on  the  banners  of  democ- 
racy. To  this  end,  the  Richmond  inquirer,  the 
leading  paper  of  the  south,  and  whoso  demo- 
cratic orthodoxy,  1  suppose,  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned by  any  one,  on  the  28th  of  April,  18u6, 
opened  out  on  squatter  sovereignty  as  follows  : 

"The  Cincinnati  Convention. — An  entirely 
new  issue  will  be  presented  in  the  approaching 
Presidential  canvass — an  issue  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid  or  evade.  The  opposition  is 
essentially  an  abolition  party.  It  proposes  to  re- 
peal the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  and  the  fugitive 
slave  law.  It  thereby  denies  state  equality. 
The  Democracy  oppose  the  repeal  of  those  laws, 
and  ceem  thereby  to  maintain  state  equality. 
Hut  all  room  for  doubt  or  cavil  must  be  removed. 
We  must,  in  the  Cincinnati  platform  repudiate 
Squatter  Sovereignty,  and  expressly  assert  State 
Equality.  We  must  declare  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  general  government  to  see  that  no  invidi- 
ous or  injurious  distinctions  are  made  between 
the  people  or  tlie  }>ropcriy  of  dilfereut  sections, 
in  the  territories.  It  may  be  tiiat  the  assertion 
ill  the  platform  of  the  abstract  proposition  of 
State  Eiiuality  may  suffice  to  carry  along  with 
it  the  consequences  which  we  desire.  But  is  is 
often  charged  that  the  K'>nsas-Nebraska  bill 
contains  the  doctrine  of  Squatter  Sovereignty, 
and  that  Squatter  Sovereignty  is  the  most  effi- 
cient agent  of  free-soilism.  Seme  Northern  T)e- 
mocrats  have  maintained  this  ground.  Now 
this  gun  must  be  spiked." 
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Yes,  sir,  here  was  the  order.  This  gun  of 
squatter  sovereignty  must  be  spiked.  The  party 
must  take  another  step  in  advance,  and  assert 
the  doctrine  that  no  power  short  of  the  people 
themselves,  when  they  come  to  form  a  state  con- 
si  itution,  could  interfere  with  this  question  of 
slavery.  And  in  obedience  to  this  order  of  the 
Richmond  Enquirer,  the  resolutions  which  I 
have  read  were  passed,  and  the  party  fell  into 
the  lock-step,  marched  up  to  the  gunands,. iked  it. 
I  now  ask  gentlemen  here  if  the  south  did  not 
make  this  plaform  ?  and  whether  my  second 
proposition,  tiiat  it  changed  its  position  at  the 
dictatio!'  of  the  south,  is  not  sustained? 

But  before  I  proceed  to  my  third  proposition, 
I  have  another  little  question  that  I  desire  to 
settle  with  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall  ]  It  is  in  reference  to  the  newspaper  call- 
ed the  "New  York  Day  Book."  When  that  paper 
was  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Ed- 
wards,] as  Democratic  authority,  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  sought  to  disclaim  it,  and  said 
the  Democratic  party  were  not  responsible  for 
the  doctrines  taught  by  that  paper.  I  would 
ask  that  gentleman  and  his  associates  here,  if 
they  do  not  know  that  the  Democratic  Central 
Committee  at  Washington — the  men  who  man- 
aged this  past  political  campaign,  published  a 
circular  recommending  the  New  York  Day  Book 
as  a  genuine  Democratic  paper,  to  the  support 
of  the  Democracy  of  the  country?  1  ask  them 
whether  the  Democrats  of  Congress  did  not  is- 
sue a  circular  recommending  that  paper  to  the 
support  of  the  Democracy  of  the  country;  and 
whether  Augustus  Hall,  the  brother  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines,  did  not  sign  that  circu- 
lar? I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr. 
Gibson,]  if  a  certain  Democratic  judge  of  this 
state  did  not  send  for  a  number  of  extra  copies 
of  that  paper  for  circulation  in  this  state  ?  Now 
I  assert  this  as  a  fact  that  is  beyond  contradic- 
tion; and  that  the  Democratic  Central  Commit- 
tee at  Washington  circulated  that  paper  by 
thousands  all  over  the  free  states. 

I  desire,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  read 
the  doctrine  this  paper  teaches,  in  order  that 
the  Democrats  of  this  state,  when  they  have 
these  debates  put  into  their  hands  by  my  friends 
from  Wapello  and  Marion,  [Messrs.  Gillas[>y  and 
Gibson,]  may  read  the  sentiments  of  this  paper 
which  is  called  Democratic  and  orthodox.  It 
was  endorsed  by  the  "Reporter,"  of  this  city, 
the  Democratic  organ  of  this  state,  during  the 
late  canvass,  which  spoke  thus  of  the  paper  : 

"The  New  York  Day  Book.—T\i\s  able  Demo- 
cratic paper  is  probably  the  only  simon-pure  ex- 
ponent of  old  line  Democracy  published  in  the 
metropolis." 

Now,  let  us  see  what  this  simon-pure  Demo- 
cratic paper  has  to  say  in  reference  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  being  pro-slavery: 

"We  hold  -negro  slavery'  to  be  right,  right 
per  se,  right  in  itself,  in  the  nature  and  necessity 
of  things,  and  while  there  are  defects  and  imper- 
fe<'tions  in  detail,  as  in  everything  else,  and  in 
all  human   institutions,    there   are  perhaps   no 
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more  evils  connected  with  southern  society  than 
that  at  the  north.  And  in  our  frequent  articles 
on  this  particular  phase  of  the  mighty  questions 
now  upon  us,  and  before  the  people  for  their  ac- 
tion, we  have  said  tbat  tho  northern  Democracy, 
when  the  question  should  be  presented  to  them, 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  free  expansion  of  south- 
ern population,  or,  as  the  dupes  of  imposture 
would  term  it,  the  'extension  of  slavery.'  " 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr. 
Gibson,]  say  that  Democracy  has  no  sympathy 
with  slavery — tnat  it  is  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery.  But  this  Democratic  paper  does  not 
seem  to  entertain  the  same  opinion. 

Again,  the  Day  Book  speaking  of  the  Cincin- 
nati platform,  says  : 

"Shall  the  Democratic  party  fear  this  issue,  to 
oppose  the  extension  of  slavery?  No,  indeed  ! 
a  thousand,  a  million  times,  no  ;  tliere  is  not  a 
single  'Democrat  in  the  whole  north  opposed  to  the 
fii  tension  of  southern  society,  or  so  called  extensioti 
of  ^slavery ;'  and  they  only  want  to  have  the 
truth  spoken  out  and  things  called  by  their  right 
names,  to  sweep  the  abolition  imposture  from 
the  republic,  and  to  bury  its  besotted  fools  in 
the  profoundest  depths — the  lowest  possible 
depth  in  the  public  contempt." 

But  this  paper  is  consistent  with  itself.  It 
goes  a  step  farther  than  the  democracy  have 
yet  gone,  and  foreshadows  what  is  to  be  the 
next  step  in  their  progress.  This  paper  argues 
that  slavery  ought  not  necessarily  to  be  confined 
to  the  black  race,  but  that  the  children  of  poor 
white  people,  who  are  unable  to  take  care  of 
them,  should  be  sold  to  'slavery.  It  boldly  advo- 
cated this  doctrine  during  the  last  campaign, 
and  no  northern  doughface  dared  to  raise  his 
voice  in  opposition  to  this  horrible  doctrine.  It 
boldly  avowed  that  this  thing  of  white  slavery 
was  just  as  right  as  black  slavery,  and  there 
came  up  no  protest  from  the  democratic  party. 
Now,  gentlemen  may  whine  about  the  demo- 
cratic party  not  being  responsible  for  the  lan- 
guage or  declarations  of  this  Day  Book.  But  I 
have  another  authority  for  the  doctrines  that 
paper  advocates.  The  Chillicothe  Advertiser 
says  that  there  is  no  quarrel  between  the  northern 
and  southern  wings  of  the  democracy  upon  fhig 
subject  of  northern  slavery,  but  the  most  cordial 
concert.  If  that  is  true,  is  it  not  because  the 
principles  of  the  south  have  been  adopted  by 
northern  democrats  ?  Does  not  every  man 
know  that  during  the  last  campaign,  their 
northern  papers  openly  avowed  the  doctrine  that 
their  system  of  society  was  better  tlian  ours; 
that  this  thing  called  "free  society,"  was  a 
humbug?  Did  not  they  openly  avow  that  this 
beautiful  and  noble  system  of  ours,  to  which 
has  elevated  the  free  states  to  the  height  of 
prosperity,  and  thus  has  excited  the  ire  and  en- 
vy of  the  southern  people,  was  a  humbug  ?  And 
did  not  they  openly  boast  that  it  should  be 
taken  from  us  ?  Yet  in  the  face  of  all  their 
declarations,  and  all  this  language,  there  has 
been  no  modern   democrat  who    has  dared   to 


OOi 


SUFFRAGE  RESTRICTED  TO  WHITES. 


[SOth  Day 


Monday] 


CLARKE,  of  J. 


[March  2tl 


enter  protest  against  either  tlie  one  or  the 
other. 

I  come  now  to  my  third  proposition,  that  the 
sole  object  and  purpose  of  the  tlcraocr.Htic  party 
is  the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  slavery. 
I  might  be  coutent  to  rest  the  proof  of  this  prop- 
osition upon  the  doctrines  avowed  in  the  dem- 
ocratic platform  and  upon  the  action  of  the 
ilemocraiic  convention  wliich  adopted  that  plat- 
forii.  I  did  in  the  campaign  which  has  just 
closed,  as  I  do  now,  defy  any  democrat  to  point 
out  to  me  a  single  jjlank  in  that  platform  which 
is  calculated  or  designed  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  free  states.  Theie  is  but  a  single 
plank  there  that  points  to  any  such  thing,  and 
that  is  the  plank  in  relation  to  the  Pacific  rail 
road,  and  every  man  krows  how  that  came  to 
be  adopted.  Every  man  knows  that  when  the 
proposition  was  first  made  in  tlie  democratic 
national  convention,  it  was  hooted  down  by  the 
southern  members.  The  south  are  hostile  to 
anv  such  measure,  at  least  unless  it  is  secured 
to  them. 

Rut  when  the  delegates  from  California  ap- 
pealed to  them,  and  told  them  that  without  it, 
California  would  be  lost  to  the  democratic  party 
they  put  in  a  m  Ik  and-water  resolution.  If 
.•iny  man  doubts  that  and  the  opposition  of  the 
southern  wing  of  the  party  to  thisgreat  me  sure, 
let  him  go  to  the  p  o  •eedings  of  Congress, 
and  there  he  will  f'ee  the  voles  of  the  democra- 
cy to  defeat  the  Pacific  rail  road  bill,  now  pend- 
ing before  Congress. 

As  I  have  said  bef  ire,  and  I  repeat  it  now,  the 
object  and  |)Uipose  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  was  to  extend  slavery.  Mr.  Atchi- 
son so  understood  it;  and  the  whole  southern 
l)eoplo  so  unders.ood  it;  and  that  is  the  merit 
now  claimed  for  the  measure  by  the  entire  peo- 
jile  of  the  south.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
people  of  the  south  rallied  as  one  man  to  the 
support  of  James  Buchanan  and  his  party. 
Tliere  was  a  time  when  the  democracy  would 
have  shrank  from  the  contamination  of  any  ns- 
Hociation  with  the  whigs ;  when  they  would 
have  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  associating  with 
the  know-nothings.  And  yet  who  does  not  know 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  has 
been  the  means  of  ovei coming  everything  like 
party  di.slinciio  in  the  south,  and  that  in  the 
Houthern  Slates  there  is  but  one  jtarly,  and  that 
the  pro-slavery  party,  and  as  such  it  went  al- 
most to  a  man  in  favor  of  James  Buchanan? 

But  I  desire  to  point  out  to  northern  demo- 
crats here,  not  only  that  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  did  open  to  slavery  all  liie 
territories  of  the  United  Htaics,  but  that  that 
was  the  object  sought  to  be  attained,  and  that 
there  was  no  other  object  in  view.  I  beg  leave 
to  turn  again  to  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  the 
organ  of  the  democracy  of  the  south  ;  a  paper 
that  wields  more  influence  than  any  other  [taper 
in  the  southern  states.  What  did  that  paper  say 
during  the  late  campaign,  in  reference  to  this 
measure?  In  an  article  in  that  paper  of  date 
September  12,  180G,  1  find  the  following: 


"Luckily  for  the  satisfaction,  or  the  confu- 
sion, of  such  individuals  as  Mr.  John  Minor 
Bolts,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  is  not  destitute 
of  immediate,  visible  and  tangible  advantages  to 
the  south.  The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  conjpro- 
mise,  besides  offering  atonement  and  reparation 
for  an  affront  upon  the  south,  opens  the  fedt  ral 
domain  to  the  free  expansion  and  development 
of  negro  slavery." 

And  again  : 

••  The  abolitionists  have  ever  bad  control  of  a 
miijority  of  the  jiopular  vote.  '  They  now  hold 
indisputable  ascendency  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. In  the  yenafe,  even,  the  South  is 
in  a  minority  of  one  State  ;  though  fortunately 
a  conservative  sentiment  is  still  supreme  in  that 
branch  of  the  federal  legislatuie.  The  day  is 
not  dista-.t,  however,  when  the  sixteen  free 
States  will  be  represented  in  the  Senate  by  the 
political  associates  of  Seward  and  Wilson  ;  and 
when  Congress  will  he  under  the  absolute  sway 
of  abolitionism.  The  south  may  turn  to  the 
executive,  but  with  scarcely  a  stronger  hope 
of  J  roteclion.  Fremont  may  not  be  elected, 
but  the  triumph  of  his  party  will  be  postponed 
only  for  a  single  term;  unless,  meanwhile,  the 
south  recovers  its  power  in  the  confederacy,  and 
establishes  a  counterpoise  to  the  ascendency  of 
abolitionism." 

This  pnper  seems  to  have  had  a  prophetic  vision; 
it  says  that  "Fremont  may  not  be  elected,  but 
the  triumph  of  his  party  will  be  postpoicd  only 
for  a  single  term,  unless"  the  south  in  the  mean- 
while recovers  its  former  power  in  the  confeder- 
acy. And  how  does  it  propose  to  regain  this 
ascendency  ?     This  is  what  it  says: 

"  How  can  the  south  possess  itself  of 
this  self-protecting  power?  How  recover  its 
ascendency  in  the  Senate  ?  Oregon,  Washing- 
ton, Minnesota  and  Nebraska,  all  free  States  in 
embryo,  will  counter-balance  the  accession  to 
the  south  by  the  division  of  Texas,  even  though 
the  north  should  observe  its  obligation  under 
the  treaty  of  annexation.  Utah  and  New  Mexi- 
co will  in  all  probability  send  four  anti-slavery 
votes  to  the  Senate.     So  much  on  one  side. 

"The  only  present  chance  of  accession  to  the 
strength  of  the  south,  is  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas into  the  Union  with  a  i)ro-.slavery  constitu- ' 
tion.  In  two  years,  at  the  firlhest,  ihat  territo- 
ry will  assume  the  sovereignty  of  a  Slate,  and 
in  all  proba!  ility  will  adopt  the  institutions  of 
the  south.  Then  the  south  will  recover  its 
e'luality  in  the  senate,  and  will  be  competent  to 
the  protection  of  its  rights.  Though  incapable 
of  directing  the  ])olicy  of  the  government  to  the 
end  of  slavery  propagandism,  (which  the  south 
desires  only  for  the  purposes  of  self-defense,)  it 
will  be  fully  equal  to  the  defeat  of  measures  of 
free  soil  aggression.  With  Kansas  to  back  it  in 
the  Senate,  the  south  can  compel  the  fulfillment 
of  the  Texas  treaty,  by  resisting  the  admission 
of  other  free  States.  With  Kansas  to  back  it  ia 
the  Senate,  the  south  can  stay  the  march  of  ab- 
olitionism, and  maintain  its  own  rights  and  in- 
dependence for  an  indefinite  period. 
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"But  Kansas  would  have  been  a  free  State  if 
the  Missouri  restriutiou  hud  not  been  repealed  ; 
and  instead  of  auj^nu-ntiug  the  power  of  the 
south,  would  have  recruited  the  ranks  of  aboli- 
tiouif^m.'' 

So,  it  seems,  that  the  democracy  did  not  de- 
sign merely  to  let  slavery  into  Kansas  ;  they  had 
political  motives  at  heart ;  they  designed  to  re- 
store the  equilibrium  of  the  south  in  the  Senate, 
and  place  Kansas  there  with  her  slave  Senators, 
and  then — as  this  paper  says — to  resist  the  ad- 
mission of  any  more  free  Slates. 

That  was  the  purpose  ;  that  was  the  object. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  that  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
■when  he  introduced  the  provision  repealing  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  representing  not  the  peo- 
ple of  Illinois,  but  his  plantation  and  slaves  in 
Missis.^ippi,  had  in  view  his  own  intoresis,  and 
those  of  the  otuer  four  hundred  thousand  slave 
holders  in  the  country,  and  designed  to  give 
them  the  power  and  ability  to  control  the  federal 
goverjuu'nit.  And  against  this,  northeru  dem- 
ocrats have  not  a  word  of  protest  to  utter.  This 
is  what  was  intended  by  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise.  It  was  to  perpetuate  and 
extend  slavery  into  Kansas;  and  by  making 
Kansas  a  slave  Slate,  with  a  slavery  representa- 
tion in  Washington,  to  resist  the  admission  of 
any  more  free  States.  That  was  perfectly  un- 
derstood. Upon  this  point,  1  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  a  certain  iLijor  Butord,  who  obtained  some 
distinction  last  summer  by  conducting  a  body  of 
armed  men  into  Kansas,  in  which  patriotic  ob- 
ject it  seems  he  bankrupted  himself.  While  in 
the  midst  of  his  campaign  there,  he  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  for  help,  in  which  he  avow- 
ed this  doctrine.  Tue  south  understood  it,  and 
if  the  democracy  of  he  north  do  not  understand 
it,  then  they  must  be  dupes.  Here  is  what 
Buford  s;iys  : 

'•  Herewith  you  will  find  the  appeal  of  some 
friends  in  Kansas,  together  with  a  letter  accredit- 
ing me  as  their  agent  to  solicit  your  aid  in  main- 
taiuing  that  indispensable  breakwater  to  the 
angry  tide  of  abolition.  Want  of  time  forbids 
me  calling  on  many  of  you  personally. — 
Read  that  address  thoughtfully  ;  consider  that 
if  Kansas,  our  natural  boundary  to  the  north- 
west, is  lust,  that  then  Missouri,  and  all  west  of 
the  Mississi.ipi,  nay,  too,  all  east  of  it,  must  soon 
follow,  while,  if  we  maintain  it,  the  territories 
we.-t  of  Arkansas  and  Texas  are  safe  to  us,  nay, 
the  future  is  safe." 

If  the  south  can  maintain  slavery  in  Kansas, 
slavery  is  safe  for  all  the  other  territories  west 
of  it ;  and  as  Major  Buford  says,  safe  for  all 
future  time,  and  the  south  will  thus  have  the 
control  of  the  destinies  of  this  government,  and 
of  its  peo[de. 

Bud  let  us  look  at  this  subject  in  another  light. 
There  is  in  this  democratic  platform  a  resolu- 
tion that  points  beyond  the  territorv  of  this 
country  ;  that  points  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  Wo 
find  chat  the  democracy  are  even  now  committed 
to  the  d  -ctruie  put  forth  by  James  Buchanan, 
that  if  we   cannot   buy  Cuba,  we  must  steal   it. 


Cuba  is  to  be  acquired  at  every  hazard,  and  that 
for  the  benefit  of  slavery.  To  this  policy,  ilr. 
Buchanan  is  fully  committed.  Here  is  my  wit- 
ness. Mr.  A.  G.  Brown,  United  States  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  in  his  letter,  giving  an  account 
of  his  reception  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  when  he 
went  to  inform  him  of  his  nomination  for  the 
presidency,  says  : 

"  Washington  City,  ) 
Wednesday,  Jun'-  18,  1856.      / 

"My  Dear  Sir:  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
nomination  of  your  favorite  candidate  for  the 
Presidency. 

''If  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  ac- 
ceptablj  to  me  at  first,  it  is  still  more  so  now, 
since  I  have  seen  him  and  heard  him  speak. 
The  committee,  of  which  1  was  one,  waited  oti 
him  at  his  residence  to  give  him  formal  and  offi- 
cial notice  of  his  nomination,  and,  in  the  name 
of  the  National  Democracy,  to  request  his  ac- 
ceptance of  it.  We  found  him  open,  frank,  and 
who  ly  undisguised  in  the  expression  of  his  sen- 
timents. Mr.  Buchanan  said,  in  the  presence  of 
all  who  had  assembled — and  they  were  from  the 
North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West — 
that  he  stood  upon  the  Cincinnati  |  latform,  and 
indorsed  every  part  of  it.  He  was  explicit  in  his 
remarks  on  its  slavery  features,  saying  that  the 
slavery  issue  was  the  absorbing  element  in  the 
canvass.  ***** 

"After  thus  speaking  of  Kansas  and  the 
slavery  issues,  Mr.  Buchanan  passed  to  our 
foreign  policy.  He  approved,  in  general  terms, 
of  the  Cincinnati  resolutions  on  this  subject. 
But  said  that  while  enforcing  our  own  policy, 
we  must  at  all  times  scrupulously  regard  the 
just  rights  and  proper  policy  of  other  nations. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  territorial  extensicm. 
All  our  acqui.-itions  had  been  fairly  and  honor- 
ably made.  Our  necessities  might  require  us 
to  make  other  acquisitions.  He  regarded  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  as  very  desirable  now,  and 
it   was   likely   to  become  a  national  necessity, 

"After  the  formal  interview  was  over,  Mr. 
Buchanan  said,  playfully,  but  in  the  presence 
of  the  whole  audience,  '  If  I  can  be  instrumen- 
tal in  settling  the  slavery  question  upon  the 
terms  I  have  named,  and  then  add  Cuba  to  the 
Union,  I  shall,  if  President,  b^  willing  to  g.ve 
up  the  ghost,  and  let  Breckinridge  tane  the  gov- 
ernment.' Could  there  be  a  more  noble  ambi- 
tion? *  *  *  *  Iri  my  judgment,  he  is  as 
worthy  of  Southern  confidence  and  Southern 
votes  as  Mr.  Calhoun  ever  was."     *     * 

This  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Hon.  S.  R. 
Adams,  the  other  senator  from  Mississijipi.  Let 
Northern  Democrats  mark  well  this  letter.  Aye, 
sir,  if  this  Democratic  party  can  only  settle  this 
thing  called  slavery  in  the  national  territories  ; 
if  they  can  only  put  the  South  in  a  position  to 
r  sist  the  admission  of  any  more  free  States  ;  if 
they  can  only  tie  hand  and  foot  the  people  of 
the  free  States,  then  Mr.  Buch».nan  will  h..ve 
nothing  on   his  hands,  and  he  cau  turn  h.s  at- 
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tention  to  the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Ostend  mauifesto.  For  whiit  ? 
Whether  to  make  that  beautiful  island  the  home 
of  freemen,  or  to  extend  further  this  system  of 
slavery,  I  leave  to  Northern  Democrats  to  de- 
termine. 

Now,  let  us  look  a  little  further  into  this  mat- 
ter. 1  want  to  show  what  has  been  the  position 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  relation  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  territory.  In  all  these  conflicts 
concerning  the  acquisition  of  territory — in  the 
case  of  Texas  and  of  Mexico — we  have  always 
found  the  Democracy  arrayed  on  the  side  of  ex- 
tension. They  have  always  been  upon  the  side 
designed  to  favor  the  slave  States,  by  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery.  They  have  never  once  stood 
up  for  the  extension  of  free  territory.  I  have 
in  my  mind  a  famous  historical  fact,  which 
Northern  Democrats  seem  to  have  forgotten.  I 
remember  that  James  K.  Polk  came  into  the 
Presidency  upon  the  platform  of  "fifty-four 
forty  or  fight,"  in  relation  to  Oregon.  But  that 
was  Northern  territory  ;  it  could  not  be  useful 
to  sla^  ery  extension  ;  slavery  could  not  go  into 
Oregon.  And  Thomas  H.  Benton,  of  Missouri, 
knocked  the  breath  out  of  "fifty-four  forty  or 
fight ;''  and  the  Northern  Democracy  yielded, 
and  came  down  to  "forty-nine,"'  because  the 
South,  with  Thomas  II.  Benton  at  their  head, 
demanded  it.  They  were  not  so  anxious  to  ex- 
tend the  area  of  freedom  then.  But  when  it 
comes  to  Southern  territory,  these  gentlemen 
are  not  allowed  by  their  masters  to  yield  an 
inch. 

There  is  another  region  of  country  about 
which  there  has  been  something  said  ;  1  allude 
to  Canada.  If  the  people  of  Canada  and  the 
people  of  the  free  states  should  unite  in  asking 
that  that  country  should  be  annexed  to  the 
United  .States,  1  ask  where  Northern  Democrats 
would  stand  ?  Why,  I  ought  not  to  ask  that 
question.  Tbey  are  not  allowed  to  answer  ;  they 
are  not  permitted  to  take  a  position;  they  did 
not  make  the  platform  upon  which  they  stand. 
The  South  treats  them  as  she  does  her  slaves, 
and  they  obey  her  quite  as  submissively.  I 
ehould  go  to  their  masters  and  ask  them:  De- 
mocrats of  the  South,  are  you  willing  to  annex 
CJinada  to  the  United  States?  And  I  predict 
that  if  that  question  is  ever  asked,  every  man  of 
them  will  be  found  as  (irmly  opposed  to  it  as 
they  are  now  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  slavery 
in  the  territories  we  now  possess. 

There  is  no  honesty,  there  is  no  fairness,  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Democratic  party  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  aud  it  but  goes  to  [irove  the  fact, 
that  the  whole  object  and  jjurpose  of  those 
Southern  lask-masters,  wiihwliom  Northern  De- 
mocrats are  combined,  is  to  extend  aud  perpetu- 
ate the  institution  of  human  slavery. 

Now,  in  view  of  these  facts,  I  ask,  what  be- 
comes of  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Dcs  Moines  [Mr.  Hall],  tliat  the  Democratic 
party  is  a  national  party  ?  I  ask,  in  what 
single  particular  is  it  a  national  party,  where  is 
any  evidence  found  of  that  in  its  declaration  or 


its  act  ?  I  say  it  cannot  be  produced.  No  man 
can  point  me  to  a  single  thing  that  it  has  ever 
done  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
free  states.  It  does  not  now  avow  a  single  prin- 
ciple of  that  kind. 

Thf^re  might  be  much  more  said  upon  this 
subject.  There  is  a  mass  of  testimony  which  is 
perfectly  overwhelming.  But  1  have  now  gone 
over  the  ground  I  had  marked  out.  I  have 
aimed  to  put  upon  the  record  of  this  conv^ntiou 
evidence  that  I  at  least  think  is  irrefragable, 
showing  the  position,  aim  and  scope  ot  this 
Democratic  party  for  the  last  ten  years.  And 
if  that  evidence  does  not  establish  to  tlie  satis- 
faction of  the  people  of  this  state,  the  fact  that 
that  party  has  completely  reversed  its  position  ; 
that,  so  far  from  being  a  national  party,  it  is  a 
sectionnl  party  ;  that  its  sole  object  and  purpose 
is  the  extension  of  slavery,  and  the  strengthening 
of  that  institution,  not  only  in  the  states,  but 
in  the  national  government,  then  1  am  mistaken 
in  the  force  of  human  language,  or  the  power 
of  comprehension  possessed  by  the  people  of 
this  state. 

Having  done  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  Republican  party.  The  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Marion  [Mr.  Gibson]  may  utter  their  sarcasrms 
against  it.  They  nuiy  tell  us  that  it  is  a  new 
party — not  weaned  yet,  to  use  their  own  expres- 
sion. We  admit  that  it  is  a  new  party  ;  but  the 
history  of  the  world  establishes  the  fact,  that  a 
new  party  is  always  an  honest  pariy,  and  always 
influenced  by  patriotic  motives. 

Such  I  believe  the  Republican  party  to  be,  and 
such  I  trust  it  will  always  remain.  It  is  com- 
posed of  the  best  men  of  all  parties — men  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  the  fathers — men 
who  love  liberty  more  than  slavery — and  who 
possess  a  power  that  sarcasm  cannot  disarm, 
and  before  whom  passion  and  jirejudice  stand 
abashed.  And,  sir,  if  Democrats  upon  this 
floor  could  have  seen  these  men,  as  I  saw  them, 
at  the  Pittsburg  CoJivention,  a  little  over  one 
year  ago,  even  their  hearts  might  have  been 
warmed  with  admiration,  and  a  desire  to  uphold 
ami  maintain  in  tiieir  purity  tbe  institutions  of 
their  fathers.  But  they  do  not,  and  will  not, 
see  the  movement  of  the  people.  Tliey  close 
their  eyes  to  the  truth,  that  the  world  does  move 
on — that  the  great  doctrine  of  human  rights  is 
advancing  ;  and  hope  by  their  miserable  sarcasms 
against  the  Republican  party,  and  their  wilful 
misre[)resentatious  of  its  principles,  to  be  able 
to  destroy  that  [larty.  But,  de-pite  all  their 
efforts,  our  cause  advances,  and  the  Republican 
[larty,  within  a  year,  has  effected  more  for  civil 
liberty,  than  was  accomplished  in  years  before. 
The  opposition  may  ojipose  it ;  they  may  sciTn 
it ;  but  the  seed  is  Sown,  and  the  prediction  of 
the  Richmond  Enquirer  will  yet  be  realized. 
Our  late  defeat  is  but  a  postponement  of  ourtri- 
umph  ;  and  four  years  hence,  the  i)eoplc  will  riso 
in  their    might    and    place    in  power  those  who 
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love  liberty   more  than  slavery — their  country 
more  than  party. 

Mr.  ri.\RRIS.  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  speech,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
I  believe  I  have  heard  the  arguments  presented 
by  t  e  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
this  afternoon,  answered  before  the  election 
took  place.  There  is  nothing  new  in  them. 
And  not  only  that,  I  heard  the  gentleman  advo- 
cate the  self-same  sentiments  some  eight  years 
ago,  when  the  majority  of  those  who  are  associ- 
ated with  him  here  now,  took  positions  entirely 
different  from  those  he  now  takes. 

But  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  gen- 
tleman a  question  tliat  I  would  like  to  have  an- 
swered to  my  satisfaction  here.  He  seems  to 
think,  or  to  assume,  that  the  democratic  party 
all  over  the  country  have  taken  the  position  in 
favor  of  extending  the  inttitution  of  slavery; 
but  vice  versa,  of  course,  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  his  panty.  I  want  to  know  why  it  was,  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill  before  Congress,  providing  for 
the  ad.nissioa  of  Minnesota  as  a  state  into  the 
Union,  such  men  as  Lewis  D.  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
and  others  of  that  stamp,  voted  against  it,  and 
Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  and  others  of  that 
stamp,  voted  for  it  ?  Such  is  the  fact,  as  gen- 
tlemen must  know  if  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
consulting  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Tri- 
bune. 

And  there  is  another  thing.  The  gentleman 
seems  to  take  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  the  fact 
that  his  party  has  no  iiistory.  And  he  claims 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  an  honest  party 
because  it  has  no  history  before  the  country.  I 
want  to  know  if  we  are  to  take  as  evidence  of 
the  honesty  of  that  party,  the  investigation  and 
controversy  now  goiig  on  between  the  several 
Kansas  aid  committees,  where  they  are  charg- 
ing each  other  with  peculation,  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  contributions  which  they  have 
obtained  all  over  the  country  upon  the  plea, 
that  they  are  to  be  used  to  aid  poor,  oleeding 
Kansas  ?  Gentlemen  here  know  that  this  con- 
troversy is  going  on  ;  that  one  man  at  the  head 
of  this  committee  is  charged  with  squandering 
some  thirteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund  rais- 
ed to  assist  the  poor  in  Kansas. 

Now  are  these  things  to  be  considered  as  evi- 
dences of  the  honesty  of  that  party  that  the  gen- 
tleman presents  to  us  here  for  our  commenda- 
tion ?  The  matters  of  which  I  have  spoken 
here  are  matters  of  history. 

So  far  as  the  discussion  about  the  New  York 
Day  Book  is  concerned,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
I  h;ive  heard  these  charges  before.  I  suppose  I 
am  as  conversant  with  the  hi^^tory  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  as  is  the  gentleman  from  Johnson. 
And  will  gentUmen  come  here,  and  in  face  of 
the  votes  given  in  this  convention,  and  belore 
the  members  here,  assert  that  the  dem- 
ocratic party  of  the  north  are  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  slavery  and  nothing  else?  We 
have  certainly  had  an  opportunity  here  to  de- 
line  our  position  before  the  country,  and  1  un- 
dertake to  say  that    if  there   is  a    fact    that    is 


plainly  and  unmistakably  developed  to  the 
understanding  of  every  man,  who  is  willing  to 
take  history  as  it  is,  and  to  treat  facts  fairly, 
and  as  they  really  exist,  it  is  that  the  democrat- 
ic party  as  a  party,  have  not  sought  or  desired 
the  extension  of  slavery. 

Gentlemen  say  here  that  there  is  but  one 
party  at  the  south,  and  that  they  are  united  to 
a  man  in  favor  of  this  extension,  and  that  they 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  nominee  of  the 
democratic  convention.  Now  it  is  notorious 
that  the  Louisville  Journal,  as  soon  as  the  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Buchanan  was  made,  arrainged  it 
as  having  been  secured  by  the  abolitionists  of 
the  north,  and  fought  it  to  the  bitter  end. 

Now  the  fact  is,  that  the  democratic  party  has 
not  committed  itself  either  to  the  abuLtionists 
of  the  north,  or  the  slavery  propagandists  of 
the  south,  and  that  is  the  head  and  front  of  their 
offending. 

The  history  of  these  matters  are  before  the 
country,  and  especially  the  history  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  republican  party  in  Congress,  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  and  I  think  that  is  suffi- 
cient to  indicate  what  is  the  truth  of  the  case 
in  regard  to  this  question. 

I  am  ready  to  vote  upon  this  resolution  and 
do  not  wish  to  take  up  any  farther  time  of  the 
Convention  upon  it.  1  would  ask  if  an  amend- 
ment to  this  resolution    v.-ould  be  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  an  amendment  by  way 
of  substitute  for  this  resolution,  that  i  desire 
to  offer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  would  not  be  in  order 
to  offer  a  substitute  for  this  resolution  at  this 
time,  there  being  an  amendment  to  it  pending, 
wh.ch  must  first  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  occupy  the  time  of  this  convention  by  an 
elaborate  argument  in  favor  of  human  rights, 
the  freedom  ot  speech,  or  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  But  1  do  desire,  since  we  are  speaking 
to  the  book,  lo  s  y  a  fcw  words  for  the  benefit 
of  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Wa- 
pello, [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  and  to  read  a  few  passa- 
ges from  an  old  document.  If  1  am  to  judge  of 
the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  by  the  argu- 
ments and  assertions  made  by  him  here,  at  d  f- 
ferent  times,  it  may  be  well  if  the  book  of  de- 
bates and  proceedings  we  make  here  shall  con- 
tain some  old  doctrines  for  their  benefii  ;  for  I 
apprehend,  if  he  represents  them  corr  ctly,  they 
are  not  very  wel  posted  in  the  old  history  of 
the  party  to  which  he  claims  to  belong,  and  the 
history  of  the  country  under  which  he  has  en- 
joyed so  much  liberty. 

Tnat  gentleman  has  thanked  God  that  he  was 
a  white  man  ;  he  has  thanked  God  that  his  con- 
stituents were  white  and  bad  white  children  ; 
and  he  says  he  does  not  wish  to  have  them  edu- 
cated alongside  of  black  children.  It  is  well  to 
be  thankful  to  God  for  the  blessings  we  enjoy  ; 
but  I  apprehend  tti:  t  if  the  gentleman  wisties  to 
return  his  thanks  to  the  author  of  his  imp.aca- 
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ble  iind  bitter  prejiuiices  against  color,  he  should 
be  tlianktul  to  the  prince  of  darkness,  for  he, 
r.ither  than  his  Maker,  -was  the  author  of  that 
feeling.     (Laughter.) 

Ni)w,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  foot-prints  of  our 
forefathers,  and  see  if  they  have  not  left  some 
record  l>y  which  we  can  guide  our  course  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs;  some  guide  tor 
us  while  we  are  preparing  a  work  here  for  pos- 
terity to  read  and  learn  from.  1  therefore  pro- 
pose to  read  a  part  of  an  old  document  for  the 
benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  and 
sonje  other  gentlemen  here,  who,  according  to 
their  ai-guments,  must  represent  constituencies 
who  have  not  read  this  old  document.  It  pur- 
ports to  have  been  brought  into  existence  about 
the  year  177(5 — a  long  time  ago — so  long  a  time, 
I  afiprehend,  according  to  the  recollection  of 
modern  Democracy,  as  to  have  become  almost 
obsolete.     It  reads  thus  : 

"We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident ;  that 
all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable 
rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happinees.' 

These  are  the  doctrines  of  the  old  fathers  ;  the 
footprints  they  l.ave  left  behind  them  by  which 
■we  can  trace  the  progress  made  by  these  noble 
and  good  men.     That  was  in  1776. 

We  will  now  come  down  to  1787,  when  that 
same  class  of  good  men  assembled  together  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  organic  law  fur  the 
nation,  as  we  are  now  ti'ying  to  form  an  organic 
law  for  our  IStite.     What  do  they  say? 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a  mure  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranriuility,  provide  for  the  com- 
muu  defense,  promote  the  general  welf  re,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves,  and 
our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Cun- 
stilutiou  for  the  United  States  of  America." 

That  is  what  they  desired  to  do  ;  that  is  what 
they  met  to  do ;  and  it  is  no  womier  they  in- 
tended to  do  it,  because  they  have  declared  the 
broad  principles  upon  which  they  organized 
themselves  as  a  nation.  But  like  otiier  men, 
they  dio  not  see  all  the  dangers  that  lay  in  their 
•way.  And  accuniingly  afii-r  a  few  yeais  they 
discovered  that  they  had  not  sudiciently  guarded 
the  rights  of  man  in  every  respect.  Tliey  then 
amended  this  constitution  ;  and  what  did  they 
say  ? 

'•  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religiof,  or  prohiliiiiiig  the  tree 
e;cercisc  thereof ;  or  abridging  the  fi-eeih)m  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press  ;  or  llie  r  glit  of  the  peo- 
ple peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the 
government  fur  a  redress  of  grievances." 

And  again;  I  want  to  show  you  how  jealous 
they  were  of  their  rights,  and  how  careful  they 
were  to  guard  them  : 

"  No  person  .shall  be  Iield  to  answer  for  a  cap- 
ital, or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a 
pre.-enlment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  ex- 
cept iu  cases  ar.sing  in  liie  land  or  naval  forces, 


or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service,  in  time 
(if  war,  or  public  danger  ;  nor  shall  any  person 
be  subject  for  the  same  ofl'ence,  to  be  put  twice 
in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  he  be  com- 
pelled iu  any  criminal  case,  to  be  witness  against 
himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law  :  nor  shall 
private  properly  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
just  compensation." 

Does  that  look  like  a  class  of  men,  who  would 
have  enacted  that  infamous  fugitive  slave  law? 
Again : 

"  In  all  criminal  prosecution?,  the  accused 
shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public 
trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  commit- 
tel,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously 
ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  con- 
fronted with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in 
his  +avor ;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel 
for  his  defense. 

"  In  suits  at  common  law,  when  the  value  in 
controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  >hall  be  preserve  '  ;  and  no 
fact  tried  by  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined 
in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  than  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  common  law." 

I  refer  to  these  provisions  to  show  how  jealous 
were  these  men  of  their  rights ;  not  because 
they  are  anything  new  or  unheard  of.  I  want 
them  to  go  into  the  book,  and  be  read  by  the 
constituents  of  that  gentleman,  who  tlianks  God 
that  he  is  a  white  man.  Again,  iu  article  four, 
section  two,  1  find  the  following  : 

"  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States." 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  clauses  in 
the  whole  constitution.  It,  means  simply  that  a 
citizen  ot  Iowa,  when  he  goes  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  shall  there  enjoy,  as  a  citizen  of  Iowa, 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  Louisiana, 
the  right  of  fiee  speech  and  free  tiiouylit,  the 
right  of  locomotion,  all  belmg  to  him  there. 
And  so  far  as  this  constitution  is  concerned  ho 
is  just  as  coMipietely  guarded  and  protected  as 
if  he  were  in  his  own  State  of  Iowa. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
seems  to  have  become  alarmed  at  the  thunder  of 
the  gentleman  from  .lulinson,  [.\lr.  Clarke,]  and 
retreated  fi  oni  liis  seat  in  time  to  save  himself. 
1  am  sorry  thai  he  is  not  liere.  that  1  might  ask 
him  a  (piestion  ;  but  I  will  ask  any  other  gentle- 
man, who  will  answer  for  him,  what  rights  I 
have  south  of  Mason  &  Dixon's  line  if  1  write  or 
speak  one  word  against  the  institution  of  slavery? 
Can  I  go  iliere  and  enjoy  free  speech?  I  may 
erij'iy  free  thought,  if  I  do  not  think  aloud. 
Bui  can  I  there  enjoy  the  liberty  1  enjoy  here,  of 
speaking  honestly  against  the  worst  institution 
that  God  ever  permitted  man  to  iiiHict  upon  his 
fellow  man?  No,  sir;  I  cannot  do  that.  The 
union  loi  mod    by  my  forefathers  is   not  a  union 
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for  me,  if  I  attempt  to  say  one  word  against  this 
accursed  system  of  human  slavery.  Then  the 
assertion  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Mnines, 
[Mr.  Hall,]  that  wherever  the  flag  of  this  Union 
may  wave,  man  can  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship,  is  a  lie,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
I  can  use  no  term  in  regard  to  it  other  than  it  is 
a  lie,  because  I  have  tried  it  myself  and  know 
what  it  means. 

I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
if  he  is  conversant  with  the  history  of  his  own 
country  in  relation  to  this  slavery  agitation?  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a  fact 
that  happened  as  early  as  the  year  1835,  (and 
the  same,  in  substance,  has  frequently  occurred 
since,)  to  show  that  there  is  no  true  liberty 
south  of  Mason  &  Dixon's  line.  A  friend  of 
mine,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Amos  Dresser,  a  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  and,  at  that  time,  a  coloni- 
zationist,  went  to  the  south  as  the  agent  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  and  took  with  him  a  lot 
of  Bibles  put  up  in  New  York.  He  opened  his 
stock  of  goods  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and 
there  distributed  a  few  of  his  Bibles.  Sonie 
person  discovered  that  the  paper  wrapped  around 
the  Bible  he  had  obtained  was  a  copy  of  the 
"Emancipator,"  a  newspaper  then  published  in 
New.  York;  and,  upon  the  strength  of  that 
alone,  Mr.  Dresser  was  arrested,  taken  before 
the  most  distinguished  and  influential  citizens  of 
Nashville,  and  there  examined.  He  was  asked 
if  he  was  an  abolitionist.  He  said  he  was  not; 
that  he  was  a  colonizationist ;  that  he  had  never 
been  in  an  abolitionist  meeting  in  his  life. 
Yet,  because  of  this  paper  that  they  found 
around  that  Bible,  they  condemned  him  to  re- 
ceive fifty  lashes  upon  his  bare  back.  He  was 
taken  out,  stripped,  and  tied  to  a  whipping  post, 
then,  as  now,  in  use  in  that  city,  and  the  lashes 
inflicted  upon  his  bare  back  until  the  blood 
trickled  down  to  his  feet;  and  then,  only 
through  the  instrumentality  of  friends,  did  Mr. 
Dresser  escape  from  that  city  with  his  life — es- 
caped under  a  false  name  from  that  land  which 
the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  says  is  a  land 
where  a  man,  under  the  flag  of  his  country,  can 
enjcy  the  privileges  of  liberty.  1  refer  to  this 
matter,  which  is  known  all  over  the  country,  to 
show  that  the  state  of  Tennessee  is  not  only  a 
place  where  a  man  cannot  er.joy  liberty,  but 
a  place  where,  for  no  offense  or  crime,  his  back 
was  scored  with  the  same  lash  that  is  used  upon 
the  naked  body  of  the  poor  slave.  This,  sir,  is 
only  the  legitimate  fruits  of  that  "peculiar  in- 
Btilution,"  which  the  gentleman's  friends  are 
moving  earth  and  hell  to  extend  over  the  free 
territories  of  these  United  States. 

I  refer  to  these  matters  in  order  to  show  gen- 
tlemen, when  they  arraign  me  for  having  left 
the  Democratic  party,  and  gone  off  upon  a  false 
issue,  that  I  have  only  gone  from  them  in  order 
to  sustain  myself  in  the  enjoyment  of  those 
rights  which  God  has  given  me,  as  a  man,  and 
the  equal  of    every  other  man. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  the  only  in- 
stance in  which  the  leaders  of  that  party  tn- 


deavored  to  carry  out  their  policy  of  dictating 
to  their  followers  what  they  should  think,  s.ny, 
and  do,  as  party  mtn.  1  can  refer  gentlemen  to 
the  history  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Ohio, 
where  I  had  the  honor,  or  rather  the  dishonor, 
of  being  a  member  of  that  party.  1  was  a  mtm- 
berof  the  Democratic  convention  that  assembled 
at  Columbus  in  184:0,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing the  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Buren  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States.  In  order  to 
conciliate  the  South  at  that  time,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  L.  Hamer,  chairman  of  that  conven- 
tion, had  been  for  several  weeks  preparing  a  set 
of  resolutions  to  be  adopted  by  that  convention, 
and  circulated  at  the  South,  in  order  to  secure 
the  support  of  the  South  for  Van  Buren  Most 
of  you  will  recollect  that  in  the  constitutional 
convention  of  New  York,  in  1821,  Van  Buren 
had  voted  to  give  the  colored  man  the  right  of 
suffrage;  and  that  act  was,  of  course,  regarded 
as  a  crying  sin.  It  was  therefore  necessary  for 
the  Democratic  leadeis  to  whitewash  over,  in 
some  way,  this,  the  brightest  spot  in  the  his- 
tory of  Van  Buren  ;  and  in  order  to  do  it,  this 
Thomas  L.  Hamer  prepared  a  set  of  resolutions, 
in  one  of  which  it  was  declared  that  the  Abo- 
litionists were  old  black-hearted  Federalists  in 
disguise ;  and  in  another,  that  no  member  of 
that  party  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party — 
both  of  which  declarations  were  utterly  false. 

I  had  lived  in  Virginia  in  my  boyhood,  and 
had  seen  slavery  in  its  mildest  forms;  and  hav- 
ing seen  it,  I  know  what  it  is.  I  say  this  to 
show  that  my  feelings  in  early  boyhood  were 
opposed  to  slavery.  1  had  witnessed  its  blight- 
ing influence  upon  the  people.  1  had  seen  poor 
wliite  men  much  more  degraded  than  the  body 
servants  of  gentlemen.  I  had  seen  enough  to 
teach  me,  as  a  boy,  that  the  institution  was  an 
infamous  one — that  it  was  degrading  to  human 
nature.  And  when  I  came  to  Ohio,  I  came 
there  with  the  same  feelings,  and  the  same  in- 
stincts, against  this  accursed  institution.  Again : 
I  had  more  than  the  sight  of  it  to  make  me  hate 
it.  I  had  learned  my  political  lessons  from  the 
history  of  one  of  th^  best  and  greatest  men  that 
God  has  ever  made — I  mean  when  you  combine 
his  greatness  with  his  goodness — Thomas  Jef- 
ferson. I  had  learned  my  political  creed  from 
the  writings  of  that  great  man.  I  had  .there 
learned  that  the  doctrine  of  "  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number"  was  the  only  right  rule 
of  action  for  any  man,  either  as  a  moralist  or  as 
a  politician.  1  had  learned  there,  too,  that  he 
defined  the  word  "Democracy"  to  mean,  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  all  men.  I  had  learned  in 
the  writings  of  that  great  man — that  great 
apostle  of  liberty — that  he  looked  upon  slavery 
as  the  greatest  evil  there  was  in  this  country. 
In  his  letter  to  Governor  Dunlap,  of  Illinois, 
when  the  Governor  wrote  to  him  asking  him  to 
use  his  influence  to  introduce  some  system  by 
which  slavery  might  be  removed  from  the  coun- 
try, he  replied  in  substance  as  follows : 

"The  time,  my  dear  Governor,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  desirable  object,  by  us  old  rev- 
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olutionists,  has  gone  by.  Our  mistsAke  was,  in 
not  extending  the  doctrines  of  the  Dechiration 
of  Independence  to  all  classes  of  persons  in  the 
country.  In  that  hour,  when  mutual  peril  begot 
mutual  confidence,  we  could  havedoneth.se  un- 
fortunate persons  a  portion  of  that  justice  which 
is  riirhtlully  their  due;  but  it  is  now  too  late — 
our  iutiueuce  has  gone  with  the  times  that  crea- 
ted it.  It  is  for  the  joung  men  of  this  country 
to  take  up  this  suhject,  and  do  that  for  posterity 
which  wi',  uufortunately  for  our  country,  failed 
to  perform.  And.  sir,  judging  from  your  letter, 
I  think  YOU  are  one  of  those  young  men  that  are 
just  fitted  to  grapple  with  this  monster  evil,  and 
etfectually  provide  for  its  overthrow." 

But  .Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  stop  there.  In  his 
"Notes  on  Virginia,''  when  he  reviewed  the  his- 
tory of  the  country,  when  he  witnessed  the  ef- 
fects of  slavery  upon  the  white  classes,  he  trem- 
bled, he  said,  for  his  country,  when  he  remem- 
bered that  G"d  was  just,  and  that  his  justice 
could  not  sleep  forever  ;  and  that  a  turn  in  the 
wheel  of  fjrtune  might  bring  the  master  to  the 
feet  of  the  slave.  And  yet  we  have  seen  men, 
claiming  to  be  disciples  of  this  great  and  good 
mm,  standing  up  here  a>id  thanking  God  that 
they  were  white  men,  and  that  their  children 
were  white. 

I  indulge  in  these  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  justification  of  the  course  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take,  in  departing  from  what  is  called 
the  democratic  party  ;  and  in  justification  of  the 
course  I  have  seen  proper  to  take  in  this  cou- 
vention.  I  have  here  uniformly  voted  for  the 
largest  libertj  to  the  largest  number  of  mankind, 
60  far  as  we  are  called  upon  to  act  for  them.  In 
voting  here,  I  have  voted  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  my  conscience,  because  I  wish  to  leave 
in  the  constitution  we  are  here  framing,  an  im- 
pression that  shall  stamp  it  as  one  of  the  i)ro- 
gressivc  and  onward  movements  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  I  want  it  to  stand  out  clear  and 
independent,  as  something  in  advance  of  any- 
thing else  that  hiis  been  established  in  days  gone 
by,  so  that  upon  examination  it  will  be  found 
that  we  have  made  progress  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

If  thii  shall  be  the  result,  I  shall  feel  myself 
thankful  to  the  republican  party  of  this  conven- 
tion, that  they  have  had  the  back-bone,  as  well 
good  sense,  to  stand  up  here  and  advocate  these 
principles,  and  leave  upon  record  the  evidence 
of  their  sinceri'y.  And  I  believe,  sir,  with  the 
adoption  of  such  principles,  wiien  this  constitu- 
tion goes  forth  to  the  people  of  Iowa,  it  will  be- 
come the  most  popular  doctiine  that  has  ever 
been  advocated  in  this  State,  and  it  will  do  hon- 
or to  the  party  that  brought  it  into  being. 

I  would  like  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  that  he  has  redeemed 
himself  in  my  estimation  by  a  single  vote  cast 
by  him  in  favor  ol  securing  the  blessings  of  ed- 
ucation to  all  the  children  of  the  iSlate,  regard- 
less of  their  color. 

Not  feeling,  Mr.  Chairman,  willing  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  convention  any  longer,  1  will 


conclude  by  making  a  single  remark  more.  I 
wish  to  say  that  1  have  listened,  with  great 
pleasure,  to  the  very  able  speech  made  by  my 
friend  irom  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  calling  him  a  friend  and  brother,  in 
the  great  work  of  humanity.  He  and  his  repub- 
lican friends  have  ditfered  about  several  mat- 
ters, during  the  progress  of  our  discussions  here; 
but  I  feel  that  what  he  has  done  today  has  been 
sutlicieut  to  roll  the  wave  of  oblivion  over  every 
thing  that  has  passed  since  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  so  far  as  difference  of  opinion  has 
taken  place  between  himse  f  and  the  lepublican 
party.  I  am  gla  I  that  he  stands  upon  a  plat- 
form so  high  ;  and  I  rejoice  that  he  has  placed 
upon  record  such  an  able  argument,  vindicating 
the  consistency  of  the  republican  party,  and 
showing  up  so  admirably  the  inconsistercy  of 
the  democratic  party  from  1840  down  to  the 
present  time. 

Having  already  detained  the  convention  too 
long,  I  fear,  I  will  now  resume  my  seat. 

Mr.  PETERS.  1  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again 
at  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  ; 
and  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  PETERS.     I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  It  was  announced  here  this 
morning  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
some  gentlemen  to  disgorge  themselves  of  the 
speeches,  which  they  have  had  in  soak  for  a  week 
past.  To  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Warren  [Mr.  Todhunter],  they  were  big 
with  speeches,  of  which  they  wished  to  be  de- 
livei  ed.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  if  there  are 
other  gentlemen  here  who  arc  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, and  v.'ho  have  speeches  of  which  they 
desire  to  be  delivered,  that  we  meet  here  at  7 
o'clock  this  evening:  and  for  one,  I  am  willing 
to  stay  here  and  listen  to  thoin  till  11  o'clock, 
if  it  be  necessary.  Nothing,  certainly,  can  be 
more  gratifying  to  me  than  to  see  persons  enjoy 
themselves  ;  and  if  this  would  be  any  cnj  lyment 
to  them,  I  have  no  objection  to  meeting  here  at 
that  time. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Marion  [.Mr.  Gibson]  is  big  with  a  speech. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  hope  the  debate  will  not  be 
stopped  here,  as  I  wish  myself  to  take  particular 
care  to  nurse,  dress  up,  and  put  in  proper  form, 
tl)e  delivery  w'th  which  the  gentleman  from 
Marion  [Mr.  Gibson]  favored  us  a  few  evenings 
since.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  renew  my  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  no  objection  to  gentle- 
men being  witty,  if  they  desire  to  be  so;  but  I 
have  been  unable  to  enjoy  the  sport  in  which 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  indulge.  As  we  have 
been  debating  this  question,  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
committee  have  no  right  to  determine  whether 
we  shall  have  an  evening  session  or  not. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  certainly  like  to  dis- 
pose of  this  question  this  evening.  I  am,  per- 
haps as  fond  of  talking  at  times  as  any  other 
gentleman  ;  but  I  must  say,  that  there  has  not 
been  a  time  since  the  commencement  of  this 
session  that  I  have  been  disposed  to  talk  for  the 
mere  sake  of  talldng.  I  did  not  come  here  for 
the  sake  of  making  political  capital  f-  r  the  De- 
mocratic or  the  Republican  party.  I  came  here 
to  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  people  who 
sent  me  here ;  and  when  I  have  done  that  I 
shall  be  satisfied,  no  matter  what  gentlemen 
may  thiak  about  the  position  in  which  they 
have  placed  me. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Peters,  that  the  committee  rise,  and 
it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRAER.  1  desire  to  ask  whether  there 
is  any  other  gentleman  who  wishes  to  make  a 
speech  upon  this  subject?  If  there  is  not,  I 
desire  to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  have  changed  ray  views 
in  relation  to  this  question  since  it  first  came 
before  the  convention,  and  I  would  like  to  give 
my  reasons  for  such  change. 

I  would  remarlc  here,  that  I  did  not  come  here 
for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  the  word  "white," 
or  meddling  with  that  word  in  the  constitution  ; 
but  I  came  here  simply  to  assist  in  making 
some  amendments  to  the  constitution,  and  I 
hoped  that  the  convention  would  dispose  of  them 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  adjourn  and  go 
home.  When  this  resolution  was  presented  to 
the  convention,  it  struck  me  rather  unfavora- 
bly, although  I  have  acted  with  my  friend  from 
Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  wherever  the  natural  rights 
of  man  were  involved,  and  wherever  there  was 
something  required  to  enable  every  human 
being  to  come  into  court  and  defend  himself. 

"When  this  resolution  was  ofifered,  and  the  de- 
bate was  proceeding,  and  one  speech  was  made 
after  another,  I  was  so  blind  that  I  could  not 
perceive  that  they  had  any  connection  with  the 
resolution  under  consideration.  I  very  earnest- 
ly sought  to  arrive  at  any  knowledge  that  would 
enable  me  to  see  any  connection  between  the 
speeches  made  and  the  resolution.  If  the  great 
and  glorious  constitution-loving  and  law-and- 
order-abiding  Democratic  party  did,  some  years 
ago,  violate  that  clause  of  the  constitution, 
which  secures  the  right  of  petition,  by  striking 
it  down  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  I 
could  not  perceive  how  that  had  any  connection 
with  the  subject  before  the  convention.  Even 
if  that  party  sold  themselves  to  their  enemies, 
the  Whigs,  and  served  them  in  bondage  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then  did  return  to  their 
first  faith,  and  abandon  the  worship  of  false 
prophets,  and  were  restored  again,  and  were 
then  prepared  to  restore  the  right  of  petition,  I 
could  not  see  what  connection  that  had  with  the 
subject  under  consideration. 
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Again:  If  that  same  party  did  strike  down 
that  provision  of  the -constitution  of  the  United 
States  which  secures  to  every  citizen  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  in  the  destruction  of  the  press  in 
the  territory  of  Kansas,  although  that  act  might 
be  clearly  traceable  to  the  Democratic  party, 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  done  by  the  authority 
of  the  judicial  department  of  the  government  in 
Kansas,  and  done  by  men  holding  their  appoint- 
ments from  Franklin  Pierce,  and  whose  conduct 
was  sustained  by  the  Democratic  party  in  Con- 
gress, I  could  not  perceive  that  that  fact  had 
any  especial  bearing  upon  this  resolution. 

Again  :  If  the  Democratic  party — this  consti- 
tution-loving and  law-and-order-abiding  party 
— did  trample  upon  the  freedom  of  the  elective 
franchise  in  Kansas,  by  some  slight  irregulari- 
ties, of  which  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines 
[Mr.  Hall]  speaks,  I  could  not  perceive  that  it 
had  any  particular  connection  with  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

Again,  if  the  same  democratic  Congress,  that 
passed  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  act,  and  pro- 
claimed at  the  north  the  doctrine  of  popular 
sovereignty, — if  the  same  Congress  that  pro- 
claimed this  doctrine  did  declare  certain 
laws  of  the  territory  null  and  void,  and  of  no 
effect,  thereby  virtually  repudiating  the  whole 
doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty,  I  could  not 
perceive  that  that  fact  had  any  particular  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject  under  discussion. 

During  all  this  debate,  I  have  been  in  the 
dark.  The  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table  and 
another  article  of  tLe  constitution,  the  bill  of 
rights  was  taken  up.  In  that  article  the  com- 
mittee have  reported  about  the  ordinary  prop- 
osition to  be  found  in  articles  of  this  character, 
that  every  person  shall  have  the  right  to  trial  by 
jury,  where  his  life  or  liberty  are  in  jeopardy. 
When  this  matter  came  up,  the  democrats  of 
the  convention  immediately  smelt  a  negro,  and 
then  they  claimed  it  would  never  do  for  us  to 
lay  down  as  a  principle  in  our  constitution,  that 
a  man  may  have  a  right  of  trial  by  jury,  where 
his  life  and  liberty  were  concerned.  1  then  be- 
gan to  perceive  that  this  thing  had  some  bearing 
upon  the  subject  under  discussion.  I  then  be- 
gan to  ask  myself,  whether  this  resolution  was 
not  proper  in  itself, — to  ask  myself  how  far  we 
might  go  on  with  class  legislation,  which  would 
tend  to  jeopardize  our  own  liberties.  If  the 
democratic  party  upon  this  floor  were  alarmed 
at  the  very  idea  of  affording  protection  to  all  the 
citizens  of  this  state,  by  giving  them  the  right 
of  a  trial  by  jury,  I  began  to  think  that  perhaps 
we  could  not  safely  enter  upon  thi«  class  legis- 
lation, without  endangering  our  liberties.  The 
question  arose  in  my  mind,  whether  it  was  safe 
for  us  to  adopt  any  distinctions  in  our  constitu- 
tion, if  they  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
citizens  of  Iowa,  in  order  to  carry  out  class  leg- 
islation. In  taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  I 
partially  changed  my  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
said  that  agitation  upon  such  questions  as  we 
have  been  discussing  here,  was  dangerous,   and 
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to  be  avoided  at  all  times.  I  cannot  look  upon 
agitation  in  that  light ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
regard  it  as  the  life-giving  principle  of  society  : 
I  regard  it  as  essential  in  the  moral  as  in  the 
physical  fforld.  We  might.just  asvrell  condemn 
any  agitation  in  nature,  because  some  unfortu- 
ate  mariner  has  been  shipwrecked  by  the  up- 
heaving of  the  vraves  in  a  violent  tempest,  as  to 
condenan  agitation  in  the  moral  and  political 
■world.  wTthout  agitation  of  its  vraves,  the 
ocean  would  soon  become  a  putrid  mass  of  cor- 
ruption. It  is  agitation -which  is  the  principle 
that  keeps  everything  puie,  as  -well  in  the  phy- 
sical as  in  the  moral  world. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moinc?,  [Mr.  Hall,] 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  charged  us  with 
introducing  the  negro  into  every  question,  and 
even  as  having  done  it  in  the  bill  of  rights, 
where  the  word  negro  is  not  even  mentioned. 
"When  ihe  question  of  giving  all  the  citizens  of 
the  State  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  came  up  here, 
the  democratic  party  could  scent  the  negro  at 
once.  One  gentleman  of  that  party,  however, 
at  first  did  not  perceive  the  scent,  and  voted 
■with  the  Republicans  ;  but  he  was  soon  whipped 
in,  and  the  next  morning  he  appeared  upon  the 
journal  all  right,  and  the  whole  party  were  then 
recorded  as  being  against  giving  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  to  all  the  citizens  of  Iowa,  merely 
because  they  supposed  they  perceived  the  scent 
of  the  negro  in  the  proposition. 

When  these  things  happen,  it  is  time  to  look 
around  us,  and  see  how  far  we  can  go  without 
endangering  our  own  rights.  The  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  gave  us,  in  his  speech,  quite  an 
extended  account  of  negroes.  He  said  that  this 
proposition,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  suffrage, 
was  introduced  for  the  benefit  of  thnt  class. 
He  declared,  among  other  things,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks  about  negroes,  that  the  mulatto 
was  a  hybrid.  Now  I  understand  a  hybrid  to 
be  a  mi.xture  of  two  distinct  species,  such  as  for 
instance  the  human  with  some  other.  In  that 
■view  of  the  subject,  gentleman  need  not  be 
alarmed  at  striking  out  the  word  "white,"  for  if 
a  mulatto  is  a  hybrid,  a  mixture  between  a  man 
and  some  other  species,  then  the  striking  out  of 
that  word  will  not  be  attended  with  the  results 
which  the  gentleman  fears.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  be  correct  in  his  position,  then 
there  is  no  danger  in  striking  out  this  word 
"white,"  for  we  mean  to  extend  this  right  only 
to  human  beings. 

The  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
upon  the  other  hand,  seems  to  be  exceedingly 
sanguine  that  the  principles  of  the  resolution 
•which  he  has  introduced  will  and  must  prevail, 
and  that,  too,  very  soon  ;  and  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  will  himself, 
at  some  future  day.  advocate  it.  1  acknowledge 
I  am  not  so  sanguine  upon  this  matter  as  the 
gentleman  from  Henry.  Perhaps  ho  may  be 
gifted  with  a  keener  sense  of  what  is  to  come  in 
the  future  than  I  am  ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  the 
opinion,  that  his  confidence  in  this  respect  re- 
sults more  from   a  sanguine  temperament  than 


from  any  other  cause.  I  formerly  myself  enter- 
tained such  sanguine  hopes  ;  and  we  all,  more 
or  less,  at  some  period  of  our  lives,  entertain 
sanguine  expectations  with  regard  to  the  success 
of  measures  in  which  we  are  interested ;  but 
they  are  dispelled  as  time  advances. 

In  looking  over  the  history  of  the  world,  I 
find  that  there  were  men,  who  lived  long  ages 
ago,  who  were  just  as  sanguine  with  regard  to 
the  future  as  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  and 
who  prophesied  that  certain  things  would  come 
to  pass.  I  think  the  brothers  Gracchi,  when 
they  undertook  to  protect  and  elevate  the  popu- 
lace of  Rome,  in  opposition  to  the  aristocracy, 
might  have  been  ju;;t  as  sanguine  and  positive, 
knowing  the  justice  of  their  position,  that  they 
would  succeed  and  carry  out  their  measures 
within  a  few  years,  as  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
now  is  in  relation  to  this  matter.  They  fell,  and 
their  movement  is  now  known  in  history  as 
merely  the  sedition  of  the  Gracchi.  At  a  later 
period  in  Roman  history,  when  the  daughter  of 
a  Roman  ofiicer  was  seized,  ind  about  to  be 
consigned  to  perpetual  slavery,  her  father,  by 
taking  her  life,  aroused  the  public  mind  to  such 
an  extent,  that  they  threw  off  the  yoke  under 
which  they  had  labored,  and  showed  that  there 
was  still  some  virtue  left  in  the  people.  After 
that,  the  public  virtue  in  the  Roman  State  grad- 
ually sank  and  subsided.  In  the  case  of  the 
Gracchi,  as  I  before  remarked,  there  were  none 
to  be  found  to  advocate  their  measures  ;  they 
could  not  carry  the  people  with  them,  in  3us- 
tainiug  the  measures  which  they  had  proclaimed. 

There  is  no  necessity,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
for  a  nation  that  has  gained  strength  and  pow- 
er, to  dissolve  and  perish.  It  will  exist  just  as 
long  as  virtue  has  the  ascendancy ;  but  when- 
ever vice  gains  the  mastery,  then  it  will  go 
down.  It  should  be  our  aim,  in  view  of  the  ex- 
amples which  the  past  history  of  the  world  pre- 
sents, to  maintain  inviolate  the  principles  of 
liberty  and  justice  in  our  constitution,  and  in- 
flexibly oppose  the  introduction  of  any  princi- 
ple which  will  have  a  tendency  to  undermine 
the  foundations  of  our  free  institutions.  J 

In  connection  with  the  resolution  under  con-  | 
sideration,  the  gentleman  from  Mills  [Mr.  Solo- 
mon] introduced  a  proposition  here,  declaring 
that  this  convention  should  recognize  as  pro- 
perty in  this  State  whatever  was  so  held  by  the 
laws  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  The  adoption 
of  this  principle  would  not  owly  carry  slavery 
into  this  State,  but  it  would  utterly  destroy  the 
whole  principle  of  Statfs'  rights,  upon  which 
our  government  is  founded.  If  a  citizen  of  ono 
State  may  go  into  another  State  or  territory, 
and  carry  with  him  anything  recognized  as  pro- 
perty in  his  former  Slate,  and  carry  with  him 
the  institutions  of  the  State  which  he  left  into 
the  State  to  which  he  emigrates,  then  you  de- 
stroy the  very  principle  of  States'  rights,  and 
make  the  laws  of  one  State  subject  to  the  laws 
of  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  The  idea 
is  a  monstrous  one. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall], 
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alluded,  at  considerable  length,  to  the  irregu- 
larities, as  he  called  them,  which  had  been 
practised  upon  our  borders ;  and  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  he  admitted  that  considerable 
many  of  the  charges  of  cruelty  that  were  made 
were  true. 

I  wish  to  examine  the  subject  a  little  and  see 
out  of  what  these  irregularities  grew,  which 
consisted  of  murders,  destruction  of  property, 
robberies,  and  the  destruction  of  the  elective 
franchise.  1  wish  to  lay  down  the  position,  to 
make  it  as  plain  as  possible,  that  whatever 
crimes  occurred  in  Kansas,  by  reason  of  the 
difficulties  between  the  border  ruffians  and  the 
citizens  of  Kansas,  grew  out  of  the  great  cen- 
tral crime — slavery.  And  I  wish  to  take  the 
position  further,  that  slavery  is,  in  itself,  the 
master  crime  of  all  crimes,  that  it  overshadows 
every  other  species  of  crime,  and  will  conse- 
quently carry  all  other  forms  of  crime  with  it 
in  its  service.  If  I  can  prove  to  you  that  there 
is  no  other  crime  of  which  the  human  mind  can 
conceive  that  stands  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  crime  of  slavery,  then  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
carry  out  the  other  thought  which  I  wish  to 
convfy. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  public  mind, 
where  there  is  no  prejudice  brought  to  bear  upon 
it,  will  arrive  at  very  nearly  the  truth  in  defin- 
ing what  crime  is.  We  find  in  our  courts,  and 
all  througli  society,  a  greater  sympathy  with 
the  murderer,  who  has  committed  a  murder  from 
other  motives  than  that  of  gain,  than  with  the 
murderer  who  has  committed  this  crime  im- 
pelled only  by  the  desire  of  getting  money.  The 
public  mind  stigmatises  that  as  the  most  de- 
based and  damning  form  of  murder.  If  I  can 
prove  to  you  that  this  thing  of  murder  for 
money  changes  ground  and  becomes  a  virtue 
instead  of  a  vice  when  compared  with  slavery, 
then  I  have  established  the  position  I  sat  out  to 
establish,  that  slavery  is  the  master  crime  of 
the  human  soul,  and  that  it  will  carry  all  other 
crimes  into  its  service  when  it  is  necessary  for 
its  purposes  that  they  should  be  exercised.  If  I 
murder  you  for  your  money,  I  am  satisfied  with 
what  you  have  already  earned.  If  I  have  it  in 
my  power  to  make  you  my  slave,  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with  all  you  have  earned,  but  I  seize  upon 
you,  tax  your  sinews  for  all  coming  time,  to  sat- 
isfy the  same  passion  that  I  satisfy  if  1  were  to 
murder  you.  Even  if  the  crime  of  slavery 
should  stop  right  there,  I  would  claim  that  it 
was  of  a  deeper  dye  than  that  of  murder  for 
money.  But  it  does  not  stop  there.  I  not  only 
say  to  you  that  you  are  mine  and  must  serve  me, 
but  that  your  wife  is  mine.  I  do  not  even  stop 
there,  but  go  on  still  farther  and  set  up  an  ad- 
ditional claim  upon  you,  and  say  that  your  chil- 
dren are  mine,  and  must  serve  me  and  my  chil- 
dren to  the  latest  generation. 

Thus  I  think  I  have  clearly  established  the 
position  that  slavery  in  itself,  without  regard  to 
color,  is  the  master  crime  of  the  human  soul. 
The  whole  south  have  changed  their  position 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  in   relation 


to  defending  slavery  upon  the  ground  of  color. 
They  do  not  defend  it  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  a  curse  inflicted  upon  Ham  and  his  descend- 
ants ;  but  now  southern  presses  come  out  and 
defend  it  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  right  in  itself, 
and  that  the  laboring  classes  properly  belong  to 
the  capitalists. 

If  I  have  established  the  fact  that  slavery  is 
of  itself  the  master  crime  of  the  human  soul, 
then  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the 
murders,  burnings  and  robberies  which  occurred 
in  Kansas,  are  so  manj- parasites  clinging  to  the 
system,  and  which  will  necessarily  grow  out  of 
the  institution,  wherever  it  exists. 

Now  the  question  presents  itself  to  my  mind, 
in  view  of  these  considerations — can  we  submit 
to  continue  this  class  legislation,  which  leads  to 
a  less  or  greater  extent  into  that  condition  ? 
That  is  the  only  question  for  me  to  examine,  in 
voting  for  or  against  this  resolution.  As  I  re- 
marked before,  I  was  at  first  unfavorably  dis- 
posed to  the  resolution  unde  consideration ;  but 
when  I  come  to  look  at  it  in  view  of  this  ques- 
tion, I  really  think  that  we  would  suffer  more 
by  continuing  this  word  "  white"  in  the  consti- 
tution, and  we  would  be  in  far  greater  danger 
of  sapping  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  than 
we  would  by  allowing  the  few  negroes  who  may 
be  in  the  State  the  privilege  of  voting  at  our 
elections. 

Another  reason,  and  it  is  the  great  reason, 
why  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution  is,  to  give  all 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  the  con- 
stitution; for  it  is  claimed,  by  the  friends  of  this 
measure,  that  they  will  all  vote  for  it,  if  they 
have  a  right  to  vote  upon  this  side  issue.  I  no- 
tice that  the  leading  democratic  organ  of  this 
city  is  taking  ground  against  a  great  deal  of  the 
work  we  are  doing  here.  I  am  anxious  that  this 
constitution  should  be  adopted.  A  very  fevj- 
democratic  members  of  the  convention  have  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  they  should  take  ground 
against  its  adoption.  If  the  organ  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  this  State,  and  the  expression  of 
opinion  of  a  ^ew  democratic  members  here,  fore- 
shadow the  action  of  the  party,  we  must  look 
for  a  powerful  resistance  to  the  adoption  of  this 
constitution.  I  would,  however,  exonerate  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  from 
any  such  intentions.  I  was  doubtful  in  regard 
to  his  course  at  first ;  but  after  witnessing  his 
earnest  labors,  and  his  endeavors  to  make  the 
various  features  of  the  constitution  as  perfect  as 
possible,  and  after  witnessing  his  untiring  efforts 
to  improve  the  article  on  education  and  school 
lands,  the  article  on  banks,  and  other  articles,  I 
have  become  thoroughly  convinced  that  he  has 
worked  faithfully  to  get  a  constitution  such  as 
the  people  will  accept.  In  view  of  the  action  of  a 
portion  of  the  democratic  party  of  this  convention, 
in  view  of  the  action  of  their  press  here,  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  a  powerful  opposi- 
tion to  the  constitution.  If  we  can  secure  from 
four  to  five  thousand  votes  for  it,  by  sending 
this  resolution  to  be  voted  upon  by  the  people 
as  a  side  issue,  I  shall  certainly  vote  for  it. 


912 


SUFFRAGE  RESTRICTED  TO  WHITES. 


[36tli  Day 


Blonday] 


PALMER— HALL— CLARKE,  of  H.— MA  R%aN— HARRIS— PETERS,  &c. 


[March  HA 


Mr.  PALMER.  I  desire  to  congratulate  the 
gentleman  from  Washington,  [Mr.  Bunker,]  up- 
on his  conversion  to  abolitionism.  I  am  glad 
to  see  gentlemen  show  their  hands.  We  are 
haring  a  good  time  of  it,  and  I  move,  therefore, 
that  the  committee  I'ise,  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

ilr.  HALL.  I  move  to  amend  by  saying  that 
the  committee  shall  ask  leave  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  believe  there  is 
an  amendment  now  pending  to  the  resolution. 
We  might  dispose  of  that  now. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  It  strikes  me  that  the  commit- 
tee should  not  rise  until  we  have  taken  a  vote 
upon  the  amendment.  While  I  feel  anxious  to 
have  this  debate  close,  I  am  equally  anxious  that 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  speak  shall  have  the 
opportunity  to  do  so.  If  no  gentleman  desires 
to  speak  we  had  better  act  upon  this  resolution 
now. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  be 
modest  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  make  their 
wishes  known. 

Mr.  T'ETERS.  I  desire,  myself,  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  renew  the  motion,  that  the 
committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Let  us  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  to  so  change  the  resolu- 
tion that  it  will  apply  only  to  the  first  section  of 
the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  being  the 
article  upon  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  theamend- 
ment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment 
80  as  to  make  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution 
read  as  follows : 

"And  if,  at  said  election,  a  number  of  ballots, 
equal  tJ  a  majority  of  all  the  ballots  cast  for 
and  against  this  constitution,  shall  have  the 
words  'shall  the  word  'white'  be  stricken  out  of 
the  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  this 
constitution? — yes,'  then  the  word  'white"  shall 
be  stricken  out,  and  shall  not  be  a  part  of  the 
said  constitution." 

The  amendment  simply  provides  that  the  votes 
upon  this  proposition  sliall  be  governed  by  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  the  consti- 
tution, and  it  shall  require  ii  majority  of  tlie 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  the 
constitution  to  adopt  this  provision;  so  that 
persons  who  do  not  choose  to  vote  cither  way 
can  let  it  alone,  and  still  their  votes  would 
count. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. I  desire  to  have  this  matter  go  before 
the  people,  and  I  want  to  have  their  votes  re- 
corded one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  (JILLASPV.  The  gentleman  from  Mus- 
catine, [.Mr.  Parvin,]  certainly  does  not  under- 


stand the  intention  of  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  is  in  order  that  the  Republicans  may 
say  in  future  that  they  did  not  vote  for  this 
proposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Wilson,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  amend  the  motion  by 
saying  that  the  committee  report  tlie  resolution 
back  to  the  convention,  and  ask  that  they  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  upon 
a  division;   ayes  18,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
as  amended,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

In  Convention. 

The  PRESIDENT  having  resumed  the  chair— 

The  CHAIRMAN  reported  that  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, had  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
had  made  some  amendments  thereto,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

Leave  was  granted,  and  the  committee  of  the 
whole  were  accordingly  discharged. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  will  now  be 
taken  upon  agreeing  to  the  amendments  made  in 
committee  of  the  whole  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  suffrage. 

The  first  amendment  in  committee  of  the 
whole  was  to  so  change  the  resolution  that  it 
will  apply  only  to  the  first  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  constitution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed 
to;  yeas  27,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Clark  of  Alama- 
kee,Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gibson, Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  lloUingsworth,  Johns- 
ton, Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ay  res.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Hen- 
ry, Day  and  Emerson. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  was  to  make  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution  read  as  follows: 

"And  if,  at  said  election,  a  majority  of  the 
ballots,  eiiual  to  a  majority  of  all  the  ballots  cast 
for  and  against  this  constitution,  shall  have  the 
words  'shall  Iho  word  'white'  bo  stricken  out  of 
the  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution? — yes  ;'  then  the  word  'white'  shall 
be  stricken  out,  and  shall  not  be  a  part  of  the 
constitution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  ;  yeas  23,  naya  10,  as  follows: 
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Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  P.itterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of 
Henry,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gray,  Marvin,  Par- 
vin,  Scott,  Todhunter  and  Traer. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  a  substitute  which  I 
desire  to  offer  for  the  whole  resolution.  I  will 
simply  state  that  it  is  the  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state  of  Indiana  with  regard  to 
the  exclusion  of  negroes  from  the  state.  I  have 
not  presented  it  to  any  member,  and  there  is  no 
one  pledged  to  its  support  except  myself. 

The  substitute  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Article, — Negroes  and  Mulattoes. 

Section  1.  No  negro  or  mulatto  shall  come 
into  the  state,  after  the  adoption  of  this  consti- 
tution. 

Sec.  2.  All  contracts  made  with  any  negro 
or  mulatto  coming  into  the  state  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be 
void  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  employ  such 
negro  or  mulatto,  or  otherwise  encourage  him 
to  remain  in  the  state,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum 
not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  3.  All  fines  that  may  be  collected  for 
a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  article,  or  of 
any  law  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into  execution, 
shall  be  set  apart  and  appropriated  for  the  col- 
onization of  such  negroes  and  mulattoes  and 
their  descendants,  as  may  be  in  the  state  at  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass 
laws  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
and  to  make  provisions  for  the  colonization  of 
the  negroes  and  molattoes,and  their  descendants 
who  shall  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this 
constitution  have  a  legal  residence  in  the  State." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  mova  to  lay  the  substitute  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  yeas  25,  nays  8  as  follows: 

Yeas. — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark,  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Parvin, 
Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer, 
Warren,  AVilson  and  Young. 

iVff?/5.— Messrs.  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Harris,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters  and  Solomon. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  desire  to  say  in  explan- 
ation of  my  vote,  that  I  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Appanoose,  [Mr.  Hai-ris]  was  going  to 
make  a  speech,  and  I  had  no  disposition  to 
treat  the  author  of  this  proposition  with  any- 
thing but  proper  courtesy.  I  desired  to  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  make  a  speech. 


The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  is  up- 
on ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  as  amended,  was  then  read  as 
follows  : 

"At  the  same  election  that  this  constitution 
is  submitted  to  the  people  for  its  adoption  or 
rejection,  a  proposition  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  white,"  from  the  article 
on  the  "Right  of  Suffrage,"  shall  be  separately 
submitted  to  the  electors  of  this  state  for  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  in  manner  following,  viz  :  A 
separate  ballot  may  be  given  by  every  person 
having  a  right  to  vote  at  said  election  to  be  de- 
posited in  a  separate  box.  And  those  given  for 
the  adoption  of  such  proposition  shall  have  the 
words  "  Shall  the  word  "  white"  be  stricken  out 
of  the  article  on  the  "Right  of  Suffrage?" 
"Yes."  And  those  given  against  the  proposi- 
tion shall  have  the  words  "shall  the  word  "white" 
be  stricken  out  of  the  article  on  the  "  Right  of 
Suffrage?"  "No."  And  if  at  said  election  a 
majority  of  the  ballots  equal  to  a  majority  of  all 
the  ballots  cast  for  or  against  this  constitution, 
shall  have  the  words,  "shall  the  (vord  "white" 
be  stricken  out  of  the  first  section  ofthe  second 
article  of  the  constitution  ?"  "Yes", — then  the 
word  "  white"  fchall  be  stricken  out  and  shall  not 
be  a  part  of  the  said  constitution." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  intend  to  be  consistent  in 
my  action  as  a  member  of  this  body.  I  voted 
against  taking  up  the  time  of  the  convention 
with  the  discussion  of  this  question  during  our 
regular  daily  sessions.  I  refrained  from  taking 
any  part  in  this  debate.  I  did  design  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  when  this  question  should  come 
up  for  the  final  action  of  the  convention ;  but  if 
the  party  in  power  here  are  disposed  to  force 
the  matter  through  under  the  previous  question, 
I  shall  not  insist  upon  being  heard. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  second  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     Although  the  delegate  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall,]  is  particularly  anxious  that 
the  previous   question   shall  now  be  put,  I  will  • 
not  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  The  reason  why  I  did  not 
undertake  to  make  a  speech  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  from  this  fact:  I  wished  to  let  gen- 
tlemen occupy  time  there  who  make  speeches  of 
two  and  three  hours  long.  I  did  desire  to  put 
myself  upon  the  record  in  regard  to  this  resolu- 
tion, and  I  expected  that  I  would  have  the  cour- 
tesy granted  me  by  the  majority  to  do  so,  when 
we  came  into  convention.  These  gentlemen, 
who  insist  upon  the  previous  question,  are  upon 
the  record  with  speeches  of  an  hour,  or  an  hour 
and  a  half  in  length.  The  hour  is  now  too  late 
to  enable  me  to  go  on. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  that  we  adjourn 
until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
not  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  MARVIN.  I  move  that  we  adjourn  till 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a 
division  ;  ayes  14,  noes  H. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  that  we 
adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Upon  that  motion  I  call  the 
yeas  and  uavs. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  wish  merely  to  say,  that  I 
Lope  the  majority  will  not  deprive  those  who 
■wish  to  speak  of  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  I  am 
ready  to  vote  upon  this  question  at  any  time,  but 
I  do  hope  that  the  convention  will  adjourn,  and 
give  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  speak  to-mor- 
row if  they  desire  to  do  so.  I  move  that  we  ad- 
journ until  a  quarter  after  nine  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  move  that  we  adjourn  till  a 
quarter  past  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  voted  upon  several  oc- 
casions for  evening  sessions.  I  wish  to  make  a 
suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  I  desire  to  say  that  the  committee  on  the 
schedule  want  to  put  their  report  in  shape  by 
to-murrow  morning.  If  the  convention  hold  a 
session  to-night,  we  will  not  be  able  to  do  it.  I 
will  vote  to  give  those  gentlemen,  who  desire  it,all 
the  time  they  want  to-morrow  to  speak.  I  am 
opposed  to  cutting  them  off  from  the  privilege 
of  speaking.  I  hope  they  will  have  all  the  time 
they  want  to-morrow,  and  that  we  will  not  hold 
a  session  to-night. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  LIr.  Parvin's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  till  a  quarter 
past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


TcESDAY,  March  3,  1857. 

The  Convention   met   at  a   quarter  past  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  and  was  called  to    order  by  the 
•  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  the  following  report 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Schedule  : 

The  standing  committee  ou  schedule  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report  and  recommend 
its  adoption  by  the  convention: 

ARTICLl   12. — SCIirDULK. 

Section  1.  This  constitution  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  state,  and  any  law  inconsistent  I 
therewith  bliiill  be  void.     The  general   assembly 
shall   pass  all    laws  necessary  to  carry  this  con- 
stitution into  effect. 


Sec.  2.  All  laws  now  in  force  and  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  constitution,  shall  remain  in 
force  until  they  shall  expire  or  be  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  All  indictments,  prosecutions,  suits, 
pleas,  plaints,  process,  and  other  proceedings 
pending  in  any  of  the  courts,  shall  be  prosecu- 
ted to  final  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  all  ap- 
peals, writs  of  error,  certiorari,  and  injunctions, 
shall  be  carried  on  in  the  several  courts,  in  the 
same  manner  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  All  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  due, 
or  to  become  due,  or  accruing  to  the  state,  or  to 
any  county  therein,  or  to  the  school  fund,  shall 
inure  to  the  state,  county,  or  school  fund,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  o.  All  bonds  executed  to  the  state,  or  to 
any  officer  in  his  official  capacity,  shall  remain 
in  force  and  inure  to  the  use  of  those  concerned. 

Sec.  G.  The  first  election  under  this  constitu- 
tion shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  one  thousaud  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  at  which  time  the  electors  of  the 
state  shall  elect  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor.  There  shall  also  be  elected  at  such 
election,  the  successois  of  such  State  Senators 
as  were  elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  be  elected  in  accordance  with  the  act 
of  apportionment,  enacted  by  the  seventh  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  state. 

Sec.  7.  The  first  election  for  Secretary,  Audi- 
tor, and  Treasurer  of  State,  Attorney  General, 
District  Judges,  District  Attorneys,  members  of 
Congress,  and  such  state  officers  as  shall  bo 
elected  at  the  April  election,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  except 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
such  county  officers  as  were  elected  at  the 
August  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six,  except  Prosecuting  Attor- 
neys, shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight. 

Sec.  8.  The  first  election  for  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  sucli  county  officers  as  shall 
be  elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven, 
shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine. 

Sec.  9.  The  first  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  bo  held  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  commencing  on 
the  second  Monday  of  January  of  said  year. 

Sec.  10.  Senators  elected  at  the  August  elec- 
tion, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  shall  continue  in  oflico  until  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  at  which 
time  their  successors  shall  be  elected  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  11.  Every  person  elected  by  the  popular 
vote,  by  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  who 
may  hold  oflice  by  executive  appointment,  which 
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office  is  continued  by  this  constitution,  and 
every  person  who  shall  be  so  elected  or  appoint- 
ed, to  any  such  office,  before  the  taking  eifect  of 
this  constitution,  (except  as  in  this  constitution 
otherwise  provided,)  shall  continue  in  office 
until  the  term  for  which  such  person  has  been 
or  may  be  elected  or  appointed  shall  expire  :  Pro- 
videdj  that  no  such  person  shall  continue  in  office 
after  the  taking  effect  of  this  constitution,  for  a 
longer  period  than  the  term  of  such  office,  in 
this  constitution  prescribed. 

Sec.  12.  On  the  taking  effect  of  this  constitu- 
tion, all  officers  thereby  continued  in  office,  shall, 
before  proceeding  in  the  further  d'scharge  of 
their  duties,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  sup- 
port this  constitution. 

Sec.  13.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  first 
session  under  this  constitution,  shall  district  the 
state  into  eleven  judicial  districts,  for  district 
court  purposes  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  14.  The  foregoing  constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  electors  of  the  state  at  the 
August  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  in  the  several  election 
districts  in  this  state.  The  ballots  at  such  elec- 
tion shall  be  written  or  printed  as  follows  : 
Those  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  "New  Con- 
stitution— Yes."  Those  against  the  constitution, 
"  New  Constitution — No."  The  election  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  genenil 
elections  of  the  state,  and  the  poll-books  shall 
be  returned  and  canvassed  as  provided  in  the 
twenty-fifth  chapter  of  the  code,  and  abstracts 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which  abstracts  shall  be  canvassed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  for  the  canvass  of  state  officers. 
And  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  at  such  election  for  and  against  this 
constitution  are  in  favor  of  the  same,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  immediately  issue  his  proclamation 
stating  that  fact,  and  such  constitution  shall  be 
the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  shall 
take  eftect  from  and  after  the  publication  of  said 
proclamation. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

Lewis  Todhunter, 
James  F.  Wilson, 
H.  W.  Gray. 

The  undersigned  concurs  in  the  foregoing 
with  the  exception  that  he  favors  the  election  of 
Supreme  Court  Judges  at  the  election  in  Octo- 
ber, 1857. 

H.  J.  Skiff. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PALMER, 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  and  one  hun- 
dred copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  convention. 

Suffraffe  Restricted  to  Whites. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  reported 
from  the  select  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 


frage, as  amended  by  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
is  the  first  business  in  order  this  morning. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  more  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  so  that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Peters,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Wapello, 
[Mr.  Gillaspy,]  can  have  ample  time  to  discuss 
this  question  in  convention,  without  resolving 
ourselves  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  from  Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter,]  but 
when  1  wish  him  to  make  a  motion  for  me,  1  will 
give  him  notice. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  have  voted  uniformly  against 
going  into  committee  of  the  whole,  so  that  gen- 
tlemen might  make  political  speeches,  and  I  did 
it  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  time  of  the  con- 
vention. I  must  confess  that  I  was  anxious  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  this  subject,  and  wish- 
ed to  do  so,  when  it  would  not  have  interfered 
with  the  regular  sessions  of  the  convention.  I 
made  what  little  effort  I  could  to  have  the  con- 
vention meet  last  evening,  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  this  matter.  For  one,  I  am  anxious 
to  close  our  labors  here  and  get  home  ;  and  how- 
ever much  I  may  desire  to  express  my  views  upon 
this  subject,  and  repel  the  insinuations  and 
charges  that  have  been  made  against  the  demo- 
cratic party,  I  am  willing  to  forego  that  purpose 
for  the  puipose  of  proceeding  with  the  business 
of  the  convention. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  stated  last  evening  that 
I  desired  to  say  something  upon  this  question. 
Upon  reflection  I  am  disposed  to  let  the  question 
come  to  a  vote  without  saying  a  word  upon  it 
myself,  from  the  fact  that  I  desire  to  leave  here 
and  go  home  as  soon  as  possible.  If  we  under- 
take to  discuss  the  resolution  this  morning,  in 
all  probability  we  will  consume  a  whole  day. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  then  upon 
ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third  reading.  It 
has  been  read  the  second  time,  and  the  question 
now  is,  shall  it  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ? 

Mr.  PETERS.  This  resolution  was  referred, 
as  I  understand  it,  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole.  They  made  some  amendments  to  this 
resolution,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  conven- 
tion. The  inquiry  I  wish  to  make  is,  whether 
the  resolution  as  amended  should  not  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  thinks  that 
this  resolution  is  different  from  an  ordinary  res- 
olution. It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  report  from  a 
standing  committee,  upon  an  article  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  has  really  to  undergo  three 
different  readings  upon  three  different  days. 
This  resolution  has  been  read  twice,  and  the 
question  now  is — shall  it  be  read  the  third 
time  ? 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  Before  the  vote  is  taken 
upon  ordering  this  resolution  to  its  third  read- 
reading,  I  desire  to  state  briefly  the  considera- 
tions which  will  govern  me  in  the  vote  I  shall 
give.  When  this  subject  of  the  "  right  of  suf- 
frage" was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  the 
friends  of  the  reference  said  it  would  save  time. 
I  looked  upon  that  reasoning  as  fallacious  at  the 
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time,  and  voted  against  it.  I  have  invariably 
voted  against  bringing  this  question  of  negro 
sutfrage  into  this  convention  in  any  form,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  take  up  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  and  result  in  no  good  to  any  one. 
As  I  said  before,  1  did  not  come  here  to  tear 
down  the  old  constitution  and  build  up  a  new 
one  ;  but  simply  to  modify,  amend  and  revise 
the  present  instrument.  ]Sor  have  I  voted  for  a 
single  material  change  tbat  was  not  expressly 
demanded  by  the  people  before  this  body  con- 
vened. 

Bat,  sir,  this  question  has  been  introduced 
here;  it  is  before  us;  and  the  question  now 
arises — what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  it  ?  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  when  it  was  first  brought 
forward,  I  ■^»ould  have  voted  in  any  way  that  in 
my  opinion  would  have  disposed  of  it  in  the 
shortest  time,  and  thus  save  the  time  of  this 
body  which  has  been  spent  in  discussing  politi- 
cal principles  and  party  issues.  Now,  sir,  after 
having  spent  so  much  time,  I  know  of  no  better 
way  to  get  rid  of  it,  than  by  carrying  out  the 
democratic  principle  of  submitting  it  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  letting  them  pass  upon  it  in  their  sover- 
eign capacity.  And  I  am  now  willing  to  say 
that  so  far  it  is  republicin  policy,  audi  am  will- 
ing for  one  to  assume  the  responsibility.  Cut  I 
do  not  admit,  and  most  emphatically  deny,  that 
to  give  the  negro  tiie  right  of  suffrage,  or  place 
him  on  an  equality,  politically  or  socially,  with 
the  white  race,  is  a  tenet  of  the  republican  party. 
Nor  has  that  party,  as  a  party,  ever  endorsed 
tliat  policy,  though  I  am  aware  that  the  opposi- 
tion have  tried  to  humbug  the  people  into  tliat 
belief.  Although  I  am  aware  that  they  have 
charged,  and  falsely  charged,  us  with  being  the 
abolition  party,  with  being  the  sectional  party, 
with  being  in  favor  of  dissolving  the  Union,  these 
charges  have  been  trium[)hantly  refuted,  time 
and  again,  and  I  will  notice  them  no   farther. 

We  are  also  aware,  sir,  that  the  action  of  this 
convention  will  be  made  the  Democratic  text- 
book, both  on  the  stump  and  in  the  party  pa- 
pers throughout  the  State.  I  heard  a  member 
of  this  body  assert,  several  days  since,  that  he 
would  vote  and  take  the  stump  against  the 
adoption  of  the  amended  constitution.  Now,  we 
will  meet  them  every  time  on  the  issue  of  sub- 
mitting an  important  question  to  the  peoi)le, 
and  defy  them  to  do  their  utmost.  In  the  Ian- 
language  of  Shakspcarc — 

'•Lay  on,  Macduff, 
And  damn'd  be  he  who  first  cries,  hold,  enough." 

I  contend  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
parties,  during  the  last  campaign,  was  confined 
to  one  issue,  and  one  only :  that  issue  was  not 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Southern  Slates, 
where 't  legally  exists  ;  that  issue  was  not  the 
political  and  social  equality  of  the  whites  and 
the  blacks.  What  was  it,  then  ?  Sir,  it  was — 
No  further  extension  of  the  area  of  slave  terri- 
tory. 

I  believe  that  if  the  institution  of  slavery -had 
been    confined  to  the  States  where  it  existed 


when  the  government  was  organized,  not  a  ves- 
tige of  it  would  remain  to  curse  the  land  at  this 
day.  And  none,  I  trust,  will  deny  that  it  is  a 
curse  and  a  reproach  upon  our  country.  And 
I  believe,  further,  that  if  it  is  confined  to  its 
present  limits,  the  ultimate  result  will  be  its 
extinction. 

It  is  not  the  products  of  slave  labor  that  en- 
riches the  owner  in  the  older  States;  but  it  is 
raising  the  slaves  themselves  for  market ;  and 
they  know  full  well  that  if  you  cut  off  the  pos- 
sibility of  extending  the  institution,  thus  pre- 
venting the  creation  of  new  markets  for  slave 
property,  it  must  die  a  natural  death. 

It  is  the  spirit  of  Southern  aggression,  sir, 

that   we   are   contending    against.     And   when 

leading  Democrats  in  the  North  tell  us  they  are 

opposed  to   the  extension  of  slavery,  and  still 

I  submit  to   be  made  the  tools  of  the  South  in 

!  carrying  out  their  wishes,  I  cannot  believe  them 

honest  in  their  professions  ;  for  actions  are  more 

I  expressive  than  words.     I  care  not  what  a  man 

may  say  here  or  elsewhere,  I  look  to  his  vote  on 

the  main  question,   and  judge  of  him    by  his 

works. 

A  feeling  of  hostility  has  existed  in  the  South 

against  the  North  ever  since  the  foundation  of 

this  government.     This  feeling  was  evinced  by 

John  Randolph,  (the  leader  of  the  States'  Rights 

party  at  that  time),  in  speaking  on  the  compro- 

j  mise   question   in  1820,   when,  in   answer  to  a 

i  Northern  man,  he  said:    "  We  will  assert,  main- 

:  tain,  and  vindicate  our  rights,  or  put  to  every 

[  hazard   that   which  you    claim   to  hold  in  the 

highest  estimation  ;" — alluding  to  the   Union — 

as  much  as  to  say.   We  will  Lave  \\-\\At  we  claim 

as  our  right  at  the  risk  of  dissolving  the  Union. 

The  same  and  similar  threti.ts   have  been  made 

time  and  again,  and  Northern  doughfaces  have 

succumbed  as  often,  all  for  the  sake  of  place 

and  spoils. 

It  was  the  same  desire  for  more  slave  terri- 
tory which  led  to  the  conception  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill  by  the  South,  and  brought  forth 
by  their  suppliant  tool,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  by 
the  passage  of  which  the  plighted  faitli  of  the 
nation  was  disregarded.  That  partition  wall 
which  protected  the  white  man  of  the  North 
was  broken  down,  and  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise— that  fiiir  structure  erected  by  the  hands 
of  sages  for  the  benefit  of  our  common  coun- 
try— ruthlessly  razed  to  its  foundation  ;  thus 
inviting  in  hordes  of  (Joths  and  Vandals  from 
the  South  to  overrun  our  Northern  territory, 
and  spread  desolation  and  carnage  in  their 
path. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  it  was  this  same  desire  for 
slave  territory  that  brought  about  the  war  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States.  I  believe, 
if  the  fillibustering  expedition  of  1851  against 
Cuba  had  been  successful,  and  that  lair  island 
had  been  annexed  to  the  United  States  as  slave 
territory,  thereby  furnishing  a  new  market  for 
the  slave-raising  States,  the  great  compromise 
of  1820,  (which  will  be  remembered  as  long  as 
the  Sage  of  Ashland  has  an  abiding  place  in 


87th  Day.] 


DISTRIBUTING  THE  DEBATES. 


917 


Tuesday] 


CLARKE,  of  J.— YOUNG— TODHDNTBR— PALMER- SKIFF,  &c. 


[Mareli  3d 


the  hearts  of  his  countrymen),  would  to  this 
day  have  remained  inviolate. 

These  are,  briefly,  some  of  the  reasons  why  I 
am  a  Republican.  And,  finally,  I  will  say,  I 
understand  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  to  be — that  Congress  has  the  right  to 
legislate  in  the  territories — no  more  slave  terri- 
tory— and  that  all  men  are  equal,  as  far  as  na- 
ture and  nature's  God  has  made  them  so.  I 
shall  vote  for  this  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  ordering  the  resolution  to  a  third 
reading,  and  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  20,  nays  13, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark, 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  of  Henry,  Clarke,  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollings- 
worth,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Tod- 
hunter,  Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price  and  Solomon. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  standing  committee  on  revision,  as 
a  matter  of  course. 

Distributing  the  Debates, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson, 
The  report    of  the    special  committee   upon 
the  subject  of  "indexing  and  supprintending  the 
publication  of  the  debates  and  the  distribution 
of  the  same,"  was  taken  up. 

The  report  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
^^  Resolved,"  That  W.  Blair  Lord  be  employed 
to  index  and  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
debates  of  this  convention,  and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars for  said  services. 

"Resolved  further.  That  five  hundred  moro  cop- 
ies of  said  debates  be  ordered  from  the  publishers 
in  addition  to  the  fifteen  hundred  copies  already 
ordered,  and  if  the  same  shall  exceed  twelve 
hundred  pages,  they  shall  be  bonnd  in  two 
separate  volumes.  And  when  the  debates  shall 
have  been  published,  they  shall  be  distributed 
as  follows :  Eighty  copies  to  the  State  Histor- 
ical society;  two  copies  to  each  state  and  organ- 
ized territory:  five  copies  to  each  county  in 
this  state,  one  of  which  shall  be  kept  in  the 
county  office;  twenty  copies  to  each  member  of 
this  convention;  five  copies  to  each  member  of 
the  Senate;  one  copy  to  each  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  three  copies  to  each 
of  the  Secretaries;  Reporters,  Sergeant-at-arms 
and  Chaplain  of  this  convention;  one  copy  to 
each  state  officer.  Supreme  and  District  Judge, 
and  District  Prosecuting  Attorney.  The  remain- 
der of  the  two  thousand  copies  shall  be  placed 
in  the  possession  of  the  state  to  be  disposed  of 
as  may  be  designated  by  law. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  state 
that  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  this 
subject,  is  absent  at  this  moment.     But  some  of 
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the  members  have  had  an  opportunity  to  con- 
verse with  the  publishers,  in  relation  to  the  ad- 
ditional copies,  for  which  provision  is  made  in 
this  report,  and  they  find  that  instead  of  there 
being  five  hundred,  there  are  only  two  hundred. 
It  is  doubtful  at  what  price  we  can  get  these 
for,  as  the  number  is  so  small.  Of  the  two  hun- 
dred copies,  the  publishers  desire  to  retain  some 
copies  themselves. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  Will  the  motion  I  made  the 
other  day,  in  relation  to  striking  out  that  part  of 
the  resolutions  which  provides  for  procuring 
five  hundred  additional  copies,  come  up  now? 

The  PRESIDENT.     It  wiU. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  had  an  interview  with 
one  of  the  publishers,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
had  printed  only  two  hundred  extra  copies,  and 
that  we  could  not  get  all  ot  them.  If  he  had  to 
re-set  the  matter  again,  he  would  charge  us  ex- 
tra, and  that  would  amount  to  three  hundred 
dollars  more.  He  wanted  to  keep  twenty-five 
copies  himself,  and  we  could  only  get  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  now  before 
the  convention  is  that  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Mahaska,  [Mr.  Young,]  to  strike  out  that 
portion  of  the  resolutions  which  provide  for  pro- 
curing five  hundred  additional  copies. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  with 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five.  I  suppose  from 
the  information  furnished  by  the  gentleman  from 
Warren,  [Mr.  Todhunter]  that  we  can  get  that 
number. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  to  amend  that  portion  of 
the  report,  which  provides  for  giving  three 
copies  of  the  reports  to  each  of  the  reporters, 
secretaries,  and  the  sergeant-at-arms,  so  that 
they  will  be  entitled  to  five  copies  each. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  our  messengers,  and 
all  the  officers  connected  with  the  convention, 
who  have  not  been  heretofore  provided  for,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  copy  each  of  these  debates. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
make  his  motion  a  little  broader,  so  as  to  furnish 
each  adult  in  the  State  with  a  copy.  There  is 
no  sense  in  voting  a  copy  to  each  of  these  boys. 
I  think  when  we  have  supplied  the  reporters, 
secretaries,  and  the  sergeant-at-arms  with  copies, 
that  we  have  done  enough.  I  am  willing  to  vote 
them  to  these  gentlemen.  If  we  vote  them  to 
these  boys,  they  will  never  read  them.  If  it  be 
for  speculation,  let  us  vote  them  so  much  mo- 
ne}\  I  hope  the  motion  will  not  prevail,  as  I  do 
not  see  any  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  hope  we  will  vote  the  boys 
a  copy  each.  It  should  be  recollected  that  these 
boys  will  be  men  after  a  while,  and  they  will  be 
anxious  to  look  over  these  proceedings. 


918 


DISTRIBUTING  THE  DEBATES. 


[37t.h  Day. 


Tuesday] 


MARVIX—TRAER—GOWER— HALL— CLARKE,  of  J.— SOLOMON. 


[MaTCb  3d 


Mr.  MARVIN.  I  am  opposed  to  this  motion. 
I  have  some  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  fine  boys 
in  my  county,  who  will  not  get  these  debates. 
M  'Uy  of  my  constituents  will  not  get  them.  Our 
object  should  be  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  will  not  only  read  them,  but  explain 
and  expound  them. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  ykifi",  and  it  was  agreed  to,  upon  a  di- 
Tisiou;  ayes  12,  noes  5. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  report  as  provides  for  distributing  five  copies 
to  each  senator,  and  one  copy  to  each  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, so  that  each  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  be  provided  with  oue  copy.  I  think 
that  each  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
should  have  at  least  one  copy.  There  is  no 
class  of  our  citizens  better  qualified  to  judge  of 
the  importance  of  this  work,  and  to  make  better 
use  of  it.  It  strikes  me,  that  it  would  be  very 
proper  to  provide  each  member  with  a  copy  of 
these  debates. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  report  provided  that 
each  member  of  the  senate  should  be  provided 
with  five  copies,  and  each  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  with  one  copy;  but  that  pro- 
Tisiou  has  been  stricken  out.  An  amendment  to 
reinstate  any  portion  of  it  would  not  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  TRAER.  The  copies  of  these  debates, 
that  are  left,  after  the  distribution  for  which  we 
have  provided  is  made,  will  bo  placed  in  the 
possession  of  the  State,  and  the  General  Assem- 
bly can  then  provide  for  themselves. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  feel  very  lil'cral  towards 
the  late  legislature.  I  drew  up  a  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  legislature  to  procure  a  corps  of 
reporters  to  furnish  us  with  a  rejjort  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, which  I  gave  to  one  of  the  members  of 
that  body.  It  was  presented,  but  they  changed 
it  so  as  to  give  us  only  one  reporter.  AVhen  we 
employ  reporters  in  spite  of  them,  they  then 
turn  around  and  order  these  books.  I  would 
like  to  show  a  little  spirit  in  this  matter,  and 
not  give  them  a  solitary  volume.  They  under- 
took to  do  all  they  could  in  order  to  prevent  us 
from  having  our  proceedings  reported.  Let 
them  now  take  care  of  themselves  in  getting 
these  debates  just  as  we  were  compelled  to  do  in 
having  them  reported. 

Mr.  GOWEK.  We  should  follow  the  golden 
rule  in  respect  to  this  matter.  I  do  not  think, 
because  the  General  Assembly  voted  tlicmselves 
these  books,  that  we  should  cut  them  olf.  For 
my  part,  I  desire  that  each  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  should  have  a  copy. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  This  is  perhaps 
not  now  in  proper  shape  to  go  upon  the  record. 
We  ought  to  know  how  many  will  be  left  when 
the  distribution  is  made,  so  that  we  can  make 
some  distribution   of  the  remainder,  or  provide 


that  they  shall  be  left  in  the  state  library  or 
elsewhere.  But  I  have  first  an  amendment  to 
offer,  which  may  effect  the  result  somewhat. 
We  have  already  voted  eighty  copies  to  the  State 
Historical  Society,  which  I  suppose  are  intended 
in  part  for  exchange  with  the  states  and  terri- 
tories for  their  works.  1  therefore  move  to  strike 
out  "two  to  each  organised  stale  and  territory." 

Mr.  HALL.  That  provision  was  for  exchang- 
ing with  other  historical  societies  in  thedifl'ereut 
states  ;  and  this  is  for  the  state  libraries.  They 
are  distinct  matters. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Then  I  will  with- 
draw my  motion. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
sion allowing  five  copies  to  each  organised 
county ;  and  I  do  it  for  this  reason :  It  is  well 
known  to  gentlemen  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  manner  in  which  county  business  is  trans- 
acted, that  these  reports,  if  they  ever  reacli  their 
destination,  will  not  be  taken  care  of.  They  will 
lie  in  the  offices  subject  to  be  carried  off  by  the 
first  man  who  comes  in.  They  never  will  attain 
the  end  designed  for  them.  I  would  rather  give 
thebc  five  copies  to  members  of  the  convention 
to  distribute  to  men  that  will  take  care  of  them. 
If  we  place  them  in  the  county  offices,  the  first 
loafer  that  comes  along  will  pick  them  up  and 
carry  them  ofl",  and  that  will  be  the  last  of 
them. 

Mr.  GOWER.  It  strikes  me  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  are 
not  applicable  to  these  county  offices.  It  oc- 
curred to  me  that  the  very  first  appropriation  I 
should  make  of  my  copies  for  distribution  would 
be  to  place  some  of  them  in  the  county  offices, 
if  they  were  not  otherwise  provided  for.  I 
would  give  each  one  a  copy.  I  think  there  are 
no  more  proper  persons  in  the  state  to  have 
them  than  these  county  officers.  They  would 
probably  use  them  more  th.'.n  any  other  persons, 
and  their  interchange  and  communication  with 
the  people  would  be  greater  than  that  of  almost 
any  other  persons  in  the  county.  So  that  I 
think  the  journals  of  our  debates  would  do 
more  good  to  the  public  placed  there  than  in 
any  other  place.  For  my  part,  I  shall  see  that 
each  of  our  county  officers  has  one  before  I 
distribute  to  any  one  else.  But  I  would  rather 
they  should  receive  their  copies  direct  from  the 
convention,  for  this  reason,  among  others  :  that 
wo  shall  be  censured  if  wc  take  all  these  copies 
ourselves,  especially  if  there  are  county  officers 
who  do  not  get  them,  and  who  would  be  very 
likely  to  complain.  I  would  rather  make  provi- 
sion that  they  should  go  directly  to  the  county 
olficers,  than  that  they  should  go  through  the 
members  of  the  convention.  I  think  the  county 
officers  would  prize  them  more  highly,  and  take 
bettor  care  of  them.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  think,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Cedar  [Mr.  Gower]  that  it  is  the  most  important 
place  in  which  these  books  could  bo  placed.     It 
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is  the  only  place  in  many  of  the  counties,  where 
they  could  be  placed  in  a  public  libi'ary. 

Gentlemen  seem  to  have  some  mistaken  no- 
tions about  these  county  officers.  One  gentleman 
has  said  that  -when  they  go  out  of  office,  they 
■will  put  the  books  under  their  arms  and  carry 
them  home.  Now  I  can  tell  these  gentlemen 
that  if  such  a  thing  should  be  done  in  Mills 
county,  we  have  a  place  for  such  light-fingered 
gentlemen.  We  should  put  these  books  upon 
the  shelf,  in  our  county  office,  and  there  they 
would  be  safely  kept.  I  would  not  send  these 
books  to  the  counties  to  be  placed  among  the 
archives,  but  for  the  use  of  the  people  for  all 
time  to  come. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  in  favor  of 
striking  out  that  provision,  for  the  reason  that 
it  is  an  inequitable  division  of  the  reports.  If 
the  resolution  stands  as  it  now  does,  every 
county,  no  matter  how  small,  gets  five  copies, 
which  is  as  many  as  the  largest  county  in  the 
state  receives.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained 
by  it.  As  the  gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr. 
Traer]  has  very  properly  remarked,  they  will 
not  remain  in  those  county  oQices.  The  person 
who  receives  them  will  perhaps  give  them  away 
to  his  particular  fi'iends,  without  any  regard  to 
their  merit  or  position. 

T'-  ey  are  of  no  particular  use  in  the  county 
offices.  They  are  not  particu  arly  calculated  to 
instruct  the  county  judge,  or  the  prosecut.ng 
attorney,  in  their  duties.  It  is  all  a  farce  to  say 
that  they  will  be  kept  in  the  archives  of  the 
county.  A  county  has  no  archives  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  books.  I  undertake  to  say  that 
when  the  laws  and  the  code  were  distributed, 
they  did  not  remain  in  these  offices.  But  the 
officer  who  happened  to  fill  the  place  at  the  time, 
when  he  went  out  of  office,  put  them  under  his 
arm  and  carried  them  home.  That  will  be  just 
the  way  with  these  books. 

The  object  of  the  distribution  is  to  place  the 
books  in  the  hands  of  intelligent  men  through 
the  state,  men  who  will  use  them,  men  who  will 
be  the  means  of  diffusing  information  in  regard 
to  them  among  the  people.  I  think  that  the 
members  of  this  convention,  being  well  ac- 
quainted in  their  respective  districts,  can  just 
as  well  circulate  them  among  the  people  as  to 
lea\eitto  the  county  officers  to  doit.  I  am 
therefore  in  favor  of  striking  out  this  provi- 
sion. 

Mr.  HALL.  There  are  a  good  many  places 
where  volumes  should  be  sent,  where  they  would 
be  of  more  service  than  distributed  in  almost 
any  other  way.  Two  sets  of  this  work  ought  to 
be  sent  to  the  Astor  Librai-y  in  New  York,  and 
to  the  Mercantile  Library  in  Chicago  ;  to  the 
principal  cities  which  our  citizens  would  have 
occasion  to  visit,  so  that  when  we  are  there  we 
can  have  access  to  them.  It  would  often  be  a 
matter  of  considerable  consequence  to  know 
where  we  could  find  them  when  in  those  cities. 
The  Congressional  Library  should  be  supplied. 
The  Smithsonian  Institute  should  be  supplied. 
We  ought  to  have  some  method  in  this  distribu- 


tion, and  these  libraries  should  be  properly  pro- 
vided for.  There  should  be  a  few  copies  sent 
to  each  county,  and  I  think  five  are  not  too 
many  to  send  to  any  county.  There  may  be 
some  new  counties  where  they  would  not  be 
used  immediately,  but  they  would  be  wanted 
hereafter.  There  is  the  county  of  Des  Moines, 
as  in  the  other  old  counties,  we  have  three  or 
four  library  institutions,  gathering  up  their  li- 
braries with  great  zeal  and  success.  Each  should 
have  a  copy ;  and  we  have  a  historical  society 
which  should  have  a  copy.  These  may  be  sup- 
plied by  the  members  ;  but  in  the  new  counties, 
where  there  may  be  eight,  ten  or  fifteen  coun- 
ties to  a  district,  the  memjjer  could  not  distrib- 
ute through  them  all  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
meet  their  future  wants.  But  sending  five  cop- 
ies to  each  county  would  make  them,  in  the  end,, 
about  equal  to  the  old  counties.  It  is  true  that 
many  of  these  may  be  lost  or  carried  away. 
They  can  hardly  be  lost  unless  carried  from  the 
state  ;  and,  when  these  institutions  are  forming, 
these  scattered  volumes  will  be  hunted  up  and 
given  to  the  libraries.  They  are  not  such  works 
as  a  man  would  ordinarily  wish  to  keep  upon 
his  shelf  for  daily  reference,  and,  in  most  cai^es, 
those  volumes  supposed  to  be  lost  would  find 
their  way  to  the  shelves  of  the  public  libraries. 
I  think  we  ought  to  send  five  copies  to  each 
county. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  certainly  think  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  provisions  of 
this  report.  Some  gentlemen  here  represent 
twelve  or  fifteen  counties.  If  it  is  left  to  these 
members  to  furnish  each  county,  besides  their 
constituents,  in  these  large  districts,  they  would 
not  have  many  copies  left,  even  with  the  most 
sparing  distribution.  The  twelfth  district,  rep- 
resented by  the  gentleman  from  Pottawatom  e, 
[Mr.  Price,]  embraces,  I  think,  fifteen  counties ; 
so  that  if  he  should  give  one  to  each  county  he 
would  have  but  five  copies  left  for  general  dis- 
tribution. But  if  this  passes  as  it  now  stands, 
each  one  of  these  fifteen  counties  would  receive 
five  copies.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger 
of  those  county  judges  embezzling  and  carrying 
ofi"  these  documents.  I  think  they  would  be  ju- 
diciously placed  where  they  could  be  most  ser- 
viceable. I  am  confident  that  that  would  be 
the  result  in  my  county.  I  think  one  would  be 
placed  in  the  office  of  the  county  judge,  to  re- 
main there  permanently,  one  in  the  clerk's  office, 
and  one  in  the  treasurer's  office  ;  and  then  tbere 
would  only  be  two  copies  left  to  dispose  of. 
Then  those  books  will  come  down  as  part  of  the 
records  of  the  office,  to  be  transmitted  to  each 
successive  occupant,  and  always  to  be  ready  to 
be  examined  by  any  person  who  comes  into 
either  of  these  offices.  I  have  not  so  bad  an 
opinion  of  our  judges  as  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  have,  in  thinking  they  will  steal  and  carry 
away  these  books,  or  burn  them  and  destroy 
them,  as  some  have  said.  We  should  not  be  so 
jealous  of  our  county  officers  as  that.  I  hope 
this  provision  will  be  adopted  in  soma  shape. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.     I  think  the  difficulty  of  the 
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gentleman  froaa  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  can  be 
obviated  by  the  members  of  the  several  coun- 
ties. There  is  no  question  but  that  every  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor,  when  he  went  home,  would 
furnish  all  the  public  libraries  in  his  district 
with  a  copy  of  these  debates.  The  gentleman 
from  Warren,  [xMr.  Todhunter,]  may  perhaps 
■want  to  run  for  county  attorney;  he  seems  to 
think  the  county  judj^es  are  so  very  honest  and 
very  nice.  1  recollect,  myself,  that  when  this 
code  first  came  out,  it  was  the  handsomest  book 
■we  had  distributed.  The  book  looked  as  though 
it  was  worth  more  money  than  any  other  ;  aud 
one  thing  was  very  noticeable ;  that  when  the 
incumbents  of  the  cilices  where  these  codes 
■were  received,  went  out  of  oflice,  these  codes 
■went  out  at  the  same  time.  I  recollect  well  that 
at  one  of  the  district  courts  a  copy  was  wanted 
for  reference,  and  it  could  not  be  found.  When 
these  county  officers  get  these  books  they  write 
their  own  individual  names  in  them  instead  of 
marking  them  as  the  property  of  the  county. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  when  they  go  out  they 
suppose  it  is  their  property,  and  take  it  with 
them.  I  will  stake  my  word  that,  if  we  send 
these  copies  to  the  counties,  you  may  go  through 
the  offices  a  few  years  hence,  and  not  a  solitary 
copy  will  be  found  there  ;  but  if  you  will  follow 
some  of  those  county  officers  home  you  will  be 
pretty  sure  to  find  a  copy  of  the  debates  upon 
their  shelves.  Now  it  makes  no  diflerence  to 
me  which  way  this  goes.  I  would  as  soon  send 
to  my  county,  myself,  as  to  distribute  them  in 
this  way.  But  I  know  how  it  would  be  in  my 
own  county.  If  the  books  were  not  taken  away 
■without  leave,  they  would  be  given  out  to  others 
than  the  county  officers.  So  far  as  my  county 
is  concerned,  both  as  to  these  officers  and  difter- 
ent  societies,  I  am  willing  to  supply  them,  and 
I  suppose  others  will  do  the  same.  But  I  am 
opposed  to  giving  Lee  county  five  copies,  and 
Buncombe  county,  without  a  solitary  white  man 
living  in  it,  the  same  number  of  copies.  There 
is  no  propriety  in  it.  It  is  a  great  impropriety, 
and  it  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  think  we  are  spending  more 
time  on  these  books  than  their  value  will  war- 
rant. I  presume  tiiat,  in  most  i)laccs,  these 
books  will  only  Ije  read  by  a  few  curious  persons; 
that  they  will  not  be  examineil  very  much  any 
■way.  1  do  not  know  that  it  will  make  much 
difference  what  we  do  with  them,  because  these 
few  curious  persons  are  so  constituted  that  they 
can  find  curiosities  anywliere,  and  w'e  could  not 
keep  them  out  of  their  way.  1  move  the  previ- 
ous question.  I  want  to  get  to  work  upon  some- 
thing else.  The  report  in  relation  to  the  school 
fund  has  been  handed  in  by  the  committee  cm 
that  subject.  It  is  now  upon  our  table.  It  has 
not  been  in  the  printer's  hands  at  all,  and  I  un- 
derstand we  can  go  to  work  upon  that. 

The  motion  was  not  seconded. 

The  ((uestion  being  taken  upon  Mr.  Traer's 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  provision  furnish- 
ing five  copies  of  the  debates  to  each  county,  it 
■was  agreed  to  ;  ayes  13,  noes  9. 


Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  move  to  insert  four  copies 
to  each  county. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is  not  in  or- 
der. The  whole  was  stricken  out,  and  not  mere- 
ly the  word  "five."  A  motion  to  reconsider 
will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  voted  under  p- 
misapprehension.  1  am  in  favor  of  giving  two 
copies  to  each  county,  but  opposed  to  giving 
five  copies.     I  move  to  reconsider. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to  ;  ayes 
15,  noes  4. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  moved  to  strike 
out  "five"  and  insert  ''two." 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  will  make  a  suggestion  which 
will  perhaps  settle  this  question,  that  we  pro- 
vide that  there  shall  be  distributed  so  many  in 
each  county.  In  that  way  I  think  we  can  attain 
the  result  we  desire, without  leaving  them  where 
they  would  not  probably  be  of  any  use.  If  my 
pending  motion  should  prevail,  I  propose  to 
move  that  five  additional  copies  for  each  county 
be  given  to  each  member  for  distribution,  and 
that  the  members  be  required  to  distribute  so 
many  copies  in  each  county. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  think  it  would  be  very  hard 
upon  the  gentleman  from  Pottawatomie  [Mr. 
Price]  to  make  it  his  duty  to  distribute  five 
copies  of  these  debates  in  each  county  of  his 
district.  I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  the  distribution  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  the  officer  who  will  distribute  the  other 
volumes,  to  leave  them  in  the  different  counties 
as  refpiired.  It  is  certainlj-  taxing  the  members 
from  the  large  districts  too  much  ;  and  we  have 
no  security  at  all  that  the  distribution  would 
ever  be  made,  since  it  is  a  duty  which  we  could 
not  require  members  to  perform.  Besides,  mem- 
bers miiy  move  away,  or  be  in  a  different  posi- 
tion before  ihe  time  comes  for  the  distribution 
of  these  copies,  so  as  to  make  it  impracticable 
for  them  to  attend  to  it.  But  if  we  send  them 
directly,  they  will  certainly  reach  their  destiua- 
tion. 

I  think  that  five  copies  to  each  county  is  not 
too  many  for  the  county  offices,  and  if  they  are, 
I  think  that  the  county  ofiicers  are  more  compe- 
tent than  anybody  else  to  distribute  them.  I 
am  willing  to  let  the  county  ofiicers  of  my  coun- 
ty make  the  distribution.  1  believe  they  are  just 
as  capable  as  I  am,  and  that  the  books  would 
bo  just  as  likely  to  go  to  the  right  places  ;  and 
as  a  general  thing,  I  suppose  it  will  be  so 
throughout  the  State.  I  hope  the  distribution 
will  not  be  to  members  in  such  numbers  that 
they  can  sell  them,  or  send  them  out  of  the 
State.  They  may  go  away,  and  the  books  may 
fall  into  the  hands  of  irresponsible  persons. 
There  arc  thousands  of  ways  in  which  the  books 
could  be  got  away,  if  there  is  no  public  mode  of 
distribution. 

Jlr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  am  opposed  to 
sending  as  many  as  five  into  each  county,  to  the 
county,  as  a  county.  In  the  first  place,  if  they 
are  sent  to  the  county  as  county  property,  the 
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question  will  arise  whether  the  officers  in  office 
are  bound  to  take  care  of  them;  whether  we 
have  any  power  to  enforce  any  obligation  upon 
the  officers  of  the  difl'erent  counties  to  take 
charge  of,  and  to  take  care  of  these  volumes 
until  the  constitution  becomes  a  law.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  have  not ;  and  that  if  we  resolve 
to  send  them  to  the  counties  as  county  property, 
that  resolution  will  be  a  nullity,  at  least  until 
the  constitution  shall  take  elfect.  And  if 
the  resolution  should  have  any  effect,  these 
county  officers  would  have  no  right  to  distribute 
them.  These  books  would  be  piled  up  in  the 
archives  of  the  county,  or  remain  there.  True, 
a  man  might  go  in  there  and  read  them ;  but 
the  books  could  not  be  circulated  ;  they  could 
not  be  distributed.  I  do  not  understand  what 
gentlemen  mean  when  they  talk  about  the  coun- 
ty officers  distributing  property  which  belongs 
to  the  county.  They  have  no  such  right.  I 
think  that  two  volumes  to  each  county,  to  re- 
main in  the  county  offices  for  reference,  would 
be  enough  to  lie  there.  The  rest  of  them  I 
should  wish  to  have  circulated  in  the  county, 
where  they  may  be  of  the  most  service,  so  as  to 
meet  the  eye  of  e\  ery  public  man  in  the  coun- 
ties. For  these  reasons,  I  am  in  favor  of  cut- 
ting down  the  number  from  "five"  to  "two." 
Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  This  whole  discus- 
sion and  all  the  difficulty  here,  have  grown  out 
of  the  fact  that  we  did  not  measure  our  cloth 
according  to  the  garment.  It  is  crimped  too 
much.  We  need  more  copies  for  distribution. 
I  believe  that  every  organized  county  in  the 
State  ought  to  have  a  greater  number  of  copies 
than  five  ;  that  members  ought  to  be  relieved  of 
the  responsibility  of  taking  these  copies  home 
with  them  to  distribute.  It  is  a  duty  that  we 
shall  all  find  a  very  unpleasant  one.  We  shall 
have  but  very  few  copies  to  distribute,  in  com- 
parison with  the  numbers  which  will  be  wanted, 
and  do  what  we  will,  with  this  responsibility 
thrown  upon  us,  there  will  be  more  dissatisfac- 
tion than  satisfaction  growing  out  of  it.  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  published  the 
largest  number  proposed.  I  would  have  left 
them  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  distribute 
them  in  the  different  counties  upon  some  plan  of 
apportionment  which  we  might  adopt,  or  which 
he  might  suggest,  and  leaving  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  supply  the  legislature.  As  it  is,  I  under- 
stand from  our  printer  that  he  can  set  up  the 
matter  of  the  first  few  pages  again  at  a  cost  of 
about  three  hundred  dollars,  so  that  we  can  then 
have  struck  off  the  two  thousand  copies  that  I 
believe  we  have  already  voted  to  distribute;  and 
we  can  go  bejond  it  if  we  wish.  It  is  only  a 
small  portion  o(  the  volume  which  has  been  set 
up  now,  about  two  hundred  pages,  I  believe,  so 
that  the  cost  will  be  only  that  of  the  composi- 
tion of  so  much  matter.  I  would  suggest  that 
aa  we  are  so  much  troubled  with  distributing  so 
small  a  number,  and  as  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred is  the  largest  number  we  can  get,  perhaps 
the  committee  should  take  into  consideration, 
and  report  whether  we  cannot  get  a  larger  num- 
ber at  a  very  little  extra  cost  to  the  State. 


The  PRESIDENT.  A  member  of  the  commit- 
tee has  already  made  a  verbal  report ;  and  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  convention  should  order 
no  more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  copies, 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  think  the  number 
given  to  the  counties  ought  to  be  at  least  one  to 
every  township,  besides  cne  to  be  kept  at  the 
county  scat.  Every  organized  township  will 
expect  one  of  these  volumes,  and  those  that  are 
disappointed  will  think  it  is  hard  they  cannot 
get  it.  There  will  be  a  great  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction created  in  that  way.  We  ought  to  have 
printed  enough  fully  to  supply  every  county 
and  every  town  in  the  State. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  this  convention.  I  am  in  favor  of 
a  certain  number  going  to  the  counties,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  it  into  every  officer's 
hands,  but  that  a  certain  number  may  be  held 
in  a  location  where  they  can  be  referred  to.  For 
instance,  if  one  or  two  copies  are  placed  in  a 
public  office  in  the  county  seat,  all  could  go  there 
and  learn  what  we  have  done.  And  if  it  is  the 
desire  of  members,  I  would  place  them  in  the 
township,  that  every  man  in  the  township  might 
have  the  privilege,  when  an  occasion  calls  for  it, 
of  looking  over  these  journals. 

Another  thing  I  did  not  fully  understand. 
The  suggestion  was  thrown  out  here  that  mem- 
bers be  required  to  distribute  a  certain  number 
of  these  debates.  I  suppose  we  are  morally 
bound,  without  any  such  lesolution,  to  distrib- 
ute all  except  one  ^^opy.  If  these  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  members  as  private  property,  to  be 
sold  at  pleasure,  I  should  vote  p.gainst  it  all  ex- 
cepting for  one  to  each  member;  bnt  I  suppose 
it  must  be  understood  that  there  is  to  be  a  dis- 
tribution. 

Mr.  TKAER  accepted  Mr.  Clark's  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment as  modified,  to  strike  out  "five"  and  insert 
"  two,"  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  resolution 
provides  for  sending  one  to  each  prosecuting  at- 
torney. I  move  to  strike  that  out.  We  have 
abolished  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  to  strike  out  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  to  insert  two 
hundred  dollars,  for  the  indexing  and  super- 
intending of  the  printing.  We  have  voted  two 
hundred  dollars  to  the  secretary  for  copying  the 
journals  and  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  which  is  not,  I  think,  half 
the  labor  we  require  of  our  reporter  in  going  to 
Davenport  to  read  proof,  to  superintend,  and  to 
index  this  whole  report  of  the  debates.  It 
seems  to  me  that  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars is  too  little.  It  is  much  less  than  we  have 
voted  to  our  secretary  for  making  out  his  re- 
port of  the  journal,  which  when  printed,  we 
are  told  will  only  make  some  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pages.  If  that  is  the  case,  one  hundred  and 
twenty    dollars    is    certainly    not    a   sufficient 
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aniouat  to  be  paid  to  the  reporter  for  going  to 
Daveuport  to  read  proof  and  to  index  the  de- 
bates. The  publisher  told  me  yesterday  that 
it  took  hiui  about  three  hours  every  morning  to 
read  proof.  It  is  manifest  that  if  that  is  the 
fact,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  must  be 
too  low  a  compensation.  Mr.  Lord  informs  me 
that  he  thinks  it  is  too  low.  We  have  imposed 
too  much  upon  him  to  require  him  to  go  to 
Daveuport,  and  to  remain  there  till  this  is  all 
printed,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
He  would  not  get  more  than  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  or  two  dollars  a  day  for  his  work.  We 
should  take  these  things  into  consideration  and 
not  be  niggardly  in  our  appropriations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  as  an  amendment : 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the 
secretary  of  state  to  distribute  the  debates  of 
the  convention,  as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
resolution,  and  that  he  be  paid  for  such  dis- 
tribution the  sum  of dollars." 

Mr.  TODHUXTER.  Plave  we  not  provided 
that  the  secretary  of  this  convention  shall  dis- 
tribute them  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  distribu- 
tion of  the  constitutions  and  the  other  journals 
has  been  given  to  the  secretary,  by  a  resolution 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee.  But 
the  debates  when  printed  will  come  to  the 
secretary  of  .state,  and  will  have  to  be  distrib- 
uted by  that  officer  as  the  laws  and  journals  of 
the  General  Assembly  are  distributed.  The 
General  Assembly  always  make  provision  for 
the  distribution  of  the  journals  and  laws  passed 
during  the  session,  and  they  generally  make  an 
appropriation  in  bulk.  These  books  when  print- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  state,  will  have  to  be 
sent  out  by  teams,  for  they  cannot  be  sent 
through  the  mails.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
state  has  been  in  the  habit  of  allowing  the  sec- 
retary of  stale  for  this  duty  of  distributing  the 
laws  and  journals;  but  talking  some  weeks  ago 
•with  an  cx-secretary  of  state,  Mr.  McCleary,  he 
told  me  that  the  amount  allowed  had  never  paid 
the  expenses  of  doing  it.  They  have  to  hire  a 
team  and  send  it  into  all  the  counties  of  the 
state.  I  think  the  legislature  has  generally  allow- 
ed about  four  hundred  dollars  for  this  work  But 
as  that  has  never  paid  expenses,  I  will  propose, 
in  order  to  get  the  subject  lu'forc  the  coiivcn- 
vention,  that  the  blank  be  filled  with  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  These  books  will  be  bulk}',  espe- 
cially if  Iher  should  turn  out  to  bo  in  two  vol- 
umes instead  of  one,  as  the  rcportcontemplates. 
The  resolution  provi<les  that  if  the  number  of 
pages  bhall  exceed  twelve  hundred,  it  shall  be 
divided  into  two  volumes  ;  and  in  that  case  of 
course  the  expense  of  hauling  and  delivering 
will  be  greater.  I  have  no  particular  interest 
in  the  matter.  I  mei'cly  wish  to  adopt  a  proper 
sum. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  have  some  scruples  about  giv- 
ing the  five  hundred  dollars.     For  my  own   part 


I  am  perfectly  willing,  so  far  as  my  county  is 
concerned,  to  receive  the  copies  fo''  Cedar  county 
here,  or  at  Davenport,  or  at  JIuscatine,  or  at 
any  place  where  they  can  be  delivered  without 
expense  to  the  public.  And  it  strikes  me  that 
other  members  might  make  arrangements  to 
have  their  copies  forwarded  to  them.  I  would 
rather  be  at  the  expense  personally  for  our  own 
county,  than  that  the  state  should  be  taxed  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  distribution.  This  con- 
vention will  make  a  large  bill  at  any  rate,  and  I 
would  much  rather  tax  myself  than  to  increase 
it  by  five  hun  Ired  dollars.  I  do  not  know  how 
other  members  feel  about  it ;  but  it  strikes  me 
that  I  would  rather  pay  the  expense  of  distrib- 
uting mvself. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  In  order  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake  about  it,  I  move  to  re- 
commit the  whole  subject,  so  that  the  commit- 
tee may  make  inquiry  as  to  the  regular  price 
which  has  been  paid  foi'  such  distribution.  I 
move  to  refer  to  the  select  committee  which  has 
had  this  report  under  consideration. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chairman  of  that 
committee  is  not  here.  There  is  a  standing 
committee  on  expenditures. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  its  going  there;  but  the  whole  report 
covers  other  matters  to  be  examined  and  put  in- 
to shape,  and  I  should  prefer  that  it  should  go 
to  the  same  committee.  There  are  two  of  them 
here. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

Location  of  the  Cajntol  and  University. 

The  artisle  on  the  location  of  the  capitol  and 
university  was  then  taken  up  on  its  second  read- 
ing; and  read  as  follows  : 

"The  seat  of  government  is  hereby  perma- 
nently established,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  at  the 
city  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  county  of  Polk,  and 
the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  in  the  county 
of  Johnson." 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  will  offer  an  amendment, 
that  the  section  be  so  changed  as  to  submit  the 
question  of  the  permanent  location  of  the  capi- 
tal to  the  people  of  the  state  ;  and  I  should  be 
glad  if  the  secretary  would  put  the  amendments 
in  the  proper  form.  This  is  a  question  upon 
which  I  have  thought  much,  and  I  have  some 
views  in  relation  to  it  which  I  would  like  to  pre- 
en t. 

I  think  the  capitol  of  a  Stite,  as  well  as  al 
other  public  conveniences,  should  be  located  by 
the  peo[)le — say  school  houses,  town  houses, 
court  houses,  and  State  capitols — I  think  when 
done  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  same  error 
iirises,  that  has  been  urged  on  this  floor  against 
special  charters,  viz  :  the  benefit  of  the  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many.  And  I  have  seen  in 
reality,  with  reference  to  our  capitol,  what  our 
friend  from  Alamakce  [Mr.  Clark,]  proved  in 
reference  to  the  General  Assembly  when  fixing 
county  boundaries,  viz  :  that  he  would  wake  up 
some    morning    and   find    himself   in    another 
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county.  I  have  truly  waked  up  twice  during 
my  short  stay  in  Iowa,  and  found  the  capitol 
moved  over  one  hundred  miles  off,  and  without 
any  expression  of  the  people  for  that  purpose  or 
object. 

Now  I  desire  to  give  a  short  history  of  our 
capitol,  as  it  has  come  under  my  own  observa- 
tion. First,  I  learn  that  it  was  located  here 
January  21st,  1839  It  was  then  removed  to 
Monroe  City  ;  I  think  in  1847  ;  but  the  act  be- 
came so  obnoxious  that  it  was  speedily  repealed. 
And  probably  no  other  serious  disaster  befel 
the  people  than  lightening  their  treasury,  per- 
haps to  the  tune  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Next  came  the  act  of  our  own  General  Assembly 
for  the  removal  of  our  capitol ;  approved  Jan- 
uary 25,  1855,  which,  I  think,  was  done  without 
a  petition  from  the  people,  and  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  seven-eighths  of  them. 

Now  I  want  to  consider  the  consequences  of 
this  removal,  and  the  means  used.  I  notice  by 
my  abstract  that  seven-eighths  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Iowa  is  east  of  that  location — and  the 
present  location  is  very  near  the  centre,  there- 
fore the  majority  were  not  accommodated  by  the 
change — and  did  not  ask  or  desire  it.  Now  why 
was  it  made,  and  what  induced  that  General 
Assembly  to  pass  that  act  ?  I  think  all  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  was  the  selfishness  of  the 
few.  And  what  were  the  means  used  to  induce 
that  General  Assembly  to  pass  that  act  ?  I  be- 
lieve, gentlemen,  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  satisfy 
you  and  posterity,  that  it  was  money,  town  lots, 
and  oyster  suppers.     Now  if  it  was  procured  by  j  ceived  on  my  return  from  Vinton.     In  reply  per 


providing  for  the  removal,  which,  I  think,  was 
improperly  obtained,  and  also  the  evidence  of 
the  compliance  as  appears  in  the  secretary's 
office.  And  I  have  not  full  confidence  that  the 
State  is  there  guaranteed  what  they  have  a 
right  to  expect  by  the  vote. 

I  now  ask  the  secretary  to  read  the  letters 
which  I  will  send  to  the  chair. 

The  secretary  read  the  letters  as  follows  : 

"  Lyons,  Feb,  6th,  ISoY. 
"Robert  Gowf.r,  Esq. — 

Dmr  Sir:  Yours  of  the  31st  ult.  is  be- 
fore me.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers were  bought  up  two  years  ago  to  carry 
through  the  bill  for  the  act  removing  the  seat  of 
government  to  Fort  Des  Moines.  I  could  not 
specify  any  particular  case  of  the  kind  now ;  in- 
deed the  evidence  of  the  fact  at  the  time  wag 
circumstantial.  Care  was  always  taken  to  pre- 
vent me,  and  others  opposed  to  the  removal, 
from  knowing  what  influences  were  brought  to 
bear.  I  do,  however,  know  of  some  who  turned 
some  remarkable  somersets  in  a  short  time,  but 
I  was  left  to  guess  the  cause. 

*  *  *  -x-  * 

"Yours  truly, 

"J.  J.  Matthews." 


"Maria,  Feb.  7th,  1857. 
"  Hon.  Robert  Gower — 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  January  31st  was  re- 


bribery  and  fraud,  and  thereby  the  people  of 
this  State  were  wronged  and  discommoded,  and 
their  legislators  corrupted,  shall  we  justify  it, 
and  thereby  encourage  such  corruptio  ;  or 
shall  we  say,  that  the  people  have  a  warm  in- 
terest in  this,  and  they  shall  settle  the  account  ? 

We  had  from  Cedar  county  two  members  who 
voted  opposite  all  the  time  on  this  removal — 
they  were  both  political,  and  I  supposed  per- 
sonal friends  of  mine.  I  exerted  myself  for  their 
election.  When  the  removal  question  was 
sprung,   our  opposing  member  wrote  me  that 

G would  support   it.     I   came  to  see  him  ; 

he  declined  advising  me  of  his  intended  course, 
but  said  Iowa  City  did  not  merit  it,  for  they 
charged  members  five  dollars  per  week  for  board. 
I  told  him  his  constituency  did  not  expect  it  of 
him  to  vote  for  removal,  and  would  condemn 
such  a  course.  It  seemed  an  unpleasant  sub- 
ject to  him,  and  I  left  him.  He  voted  for  it, 
and  how  do  you  think  he  settled  the  account 
with  us  ?  Do  you  suppose  he  returned  to  re- 
ceive our  blessing  of  "well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servant?"  No,  gentlemen,  he  ordered  his 
family  out  of  our  county  before  the  adjournment 
of  that  General  Assembly,  and  we  next  heard  of 
our  representative  that  he  was  en  route  for  the 
new  capitol,  where  I  believe  be  is  now  living,  on 
a  portion  of  the  rew  capitol  grounds  ;  and  my 
constituents  believe  the  purchase  was  his  faith- 
lessness to  our  interests,  when  his  course  meets 
our   condemnation.     I  have  examined  the   act 


mit  me  to  say,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
give  any  information  or  particular  facts  of  the 
influences  connected  with  the  removal  of  the 
capitol.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  there  was  a 
combination  brought  about  by  i.i.proper  influ- 
ence with  some  members,  which  accomplished 
the  removal.  My  position  on  the  question  of 
removal  being  so  well  known,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  precluded  me  from  obtaining  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  secrets,  if  there  were  any.  There 
were  a  great  many  rumors  at  the  time,  of  the 
truth  of  which  I  have  no  personal  knowledge. 
"  Yours  respectfully, 

"J.   M.  PB.EST0N." 


"  Iowa  City,  Jan.  15,  1857. 
"  Hon.  Robert  Gower, — 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  to-day  is  before 
me,  requesting  a  statement  of  such  outside  in- 
fluencei  as  came  under  my  observation,  calcula- 
ted to  bear  upon  the  question  of  removing  the 
capital  of  this  State  from  Iowa  City  to  Fort  Des 
Moines,  during  the  session  of  1854-5.  In  an- 
swer to  your  communication,  I  would  say  that 
I  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
when  the  act,  removing  the  capital,  passed  the 
legislature.  A  large  delegation  from  Fort  Des 
Moines  and  other  parts  of  the  State  were  present 
during  a  large  portion  of  the  session,  or  until 
the  act  referred  to  became  a  law.     The    object 
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of  gentlemen  from  Fort  Des  Sloines  seemed  to  be 
to  secure  the  vote  of  such  members  as  were 
considered  doubtful,  in  favor  of  said  act ;  to 
accomplish  which  they  frequently  spoke  of  the 
■value  of  lands  in  and  about  Fort  Des  Moines  at 
that  time,  and  what  they  would  bring  after  the 
location  of  the  capital  in  that  place.  I  was  fre- 
quently told  that  if  I  should  purchase  a  block  of 
lots  in  Fort  Des  Moines,  at  a  merely  nominal 
value,  I  could  sell  at  an  advance  that  would  en- 
ure greatly  to  my  pecuniary  bi-nefit,  (i.  e.,)  if 
the  bill  should  pass,  \-c.,  &c.  Oyster  suppers 
were  provided  in  abundance  to  those  doubtful 
members,  &c.,  &c. 

"You  request  me  to  state  whether  I  had  any 
interview  with  A.  C.  Graham,  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  Cedar  county, 
upon  the  subject.  In  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion I  had  considerable  conversation  with  him 
as  to  the  propriety  and  probability  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  we  assuied  each  other  that  we  would 
oppose  the  passage  of  such  an  act  with  all  our 
ability.  Subsequently  I  heard  that  he  had 
promised  the  Des  .Uoines  delegation  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  and  that  he  was  intending  to  remove  to 
Fort  Des  Moines  early  after  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion ;  also  that  he  had  purchased  a  block  of  five 
valuable  lots  for  five  or  ten  dollars.  I  went  to 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Graham  and  asked  if  this  was 
the  case.  In  answer,  he  said  it  was  true  ;  that 
Iowa  City  was  a  bad  place  for  the  legislature  to 
hold  its  sessions ;  that  the  hotel-keepers  were 
trying  to  shave  the  members  out  of  all  they 
could  ;  that  he  was  intending  to  remove  to  Fort 
Des  Moines,  and  that  property  would  be  very 
valuable  if  the  act  passed  and  became  a  law. 
How  much  the  block  of  lots  bought  at  a  nominal 
value  had  to  do  with  voting,  I  cannot  say.  But 
I  know  full  well  that  his  constituency  believe 
that  his  vote  was  given  more  to  benefit  himself 
than  them.  1  know,  also,  that  fearing  to  meet 
them  at  the  close  of  the  session,  he  directed  his 
family  to  move  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  await  his 
return  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature. 

I  would  just  say  that  the  lobby  members  from 
Fort  Des  Moines  and  other  portions  of  the  State 
were  strangers  to  me,  having  never  seen  them 
before  or  since  that  time. 

"  Very  truly  yours, 

"  Amo.s  Witter." 

Mr.  GOWER  resumed.  Mr.  Matthews  was 
senator  from  our  district ;    and  Mr.  Witter  was 

II  member  from  Scott.  I  think  it  is  pretty 
evident  that  the  passage  of  this  act  was  procured 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  and  not  for  the  gen- 
eral good ;  that  it  was  passed  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  and 
in  consequence  of  their  exertions  putsido.  It 
operates  exactly  against  the  principle  which  we 
have  been  urging  with  regard  to  special  char- 
ters. We  have  been  urging  that  we  should  not 
have  special  charters  for  the  few.  But  when 
you  create  a  special  act,  removing  that  which  is 
a  benefit  to  the  people  generally,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals,  it  is  certainly  a  parallel 
case  to  a  special  charter.     Is  it  not  very  plain 


that  that  has  been  done  in  this  case?  Now  I 
do  not  say  that  Des  Moines  is  not  the  best  place 
for  the  seat  of  government.  It  may  be  the  best 
thing  we  can  do  to  locate  it  there;  but  I  do  say 
and  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
removal  has  not  been  fairlj'  accomplished  thus 
far,  and  that  in  locating  it,  we  must  look  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  whole  people,  and  not  to 
the  action  of  the  last  legislature.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  fact  that  the  legislature  have  removed 
the  capitol  to  Des  Moines,  is  to  be  any  guide  to 
us  at  all.  It  ought  to  have  no  iuiluence  upon 
our  action  here.  If  we  think  it  is  lor  the  good 
of  the  State  to  locate  the  capitol  there,  let  us  do 
it  upon  its  own  merits.  But  let  us  not  do  it 
because  somebody  has  smuggled  an  act  through 
for  their  own  benefit.  That  is  my  position  up-  j 
on  the  subject.  I 

Again,  I  do  not  want  such  legislntion  to  have 
any  countenance  in  our  state.  Every  time  that 
I  discover  it,  I  am  desirous  to  assist  in  getting 
it  upon  the  record,  for  I  hope  by  the  exposure 
to  accomplish  that.  1  know  well  that  1  have 
no  prejudice  against  that  place,  any  further  than 
has  arisen  from  their  improper  influence  upon 
the  legislature,  and  no  prejudice  against  any 
person  living.  My  only  object  is  that  the  mem- 
ber from  Cedar  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
getting  this  upon  the  record.  That  is  the  way 
I  feel  about  the  matter.  I  offer  the  amendment 
merely  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  conven- 
tion ;  not  that  I  wish  to  preclude  definite  and 
final  action,  if  the  convention  think  that  that  is 
really  the  best  locality.  If  Iowa  City  is  the  best 
locality,  then  let  us  fit  it  here.  If  Des  Moines 
is  decidedly  the  best,  let  us  locate  it  there  ;  or 
if  there  is  any  other  quarter,  let  us  leave  it  to 
the  people  to  decide.  But  let  us  not  be  influ- 
enced in  selecting  a  location  b}'  the  act  of  the 
legislature,  when  we  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  that  act  was  the  result  of  outside  and 
improper  influences. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I,  for  one,  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  the  proposition  oftered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Davis  [Mr.  Palmer].  I 
have  been  in  favor  of  locating  both  of  these  in- 
stitutions, from  the  time  I  first  came  into  this 
convention,  and  I  was  in  favor  of  it  before. 
We  have  all  of  us  had  some  experience  of  the 
evils  resulting  from  having  a  capitol  on  wheels. 
If  we  will  only  look  back  to  the  difliculties 
which  have  atllictcd  other  states,  look  to  Mic!:- 
igiin,  and  other  states  of  this  Union,  where  this 
vexatious  question  in  regard  to  the  location  of 
the  capitol  was  year  after  year  before  their  le- 
gislatures, we  will  see  enough  to  satisfy  us  that 
the  convention  is  the  i)lace  to  settle  this  matter, 
as  it  will  then  go  to  the  people,  and  they  will 
vote  directly  up  it.  Besides,  the  people  have 
already  expressed  themselves  in  regard  to  the 
location  of  one  of  these  institutions,  the  Stato 
University'.  It  has  generally  been  conceded, 
wherever  I  have  heard  any  opinion  expressed 
upon  this  subject,  that  the  moment  the  capitol 
should  bo  removed  from  this  place,  the  State 
University  was  to  occupy  these  buildings,  and  bo 
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permanently  located  here.  I  believe  that  ex- 
pression of  opinion  is  almost  universal  through- 
out the  state. 

I  believe  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Iowa  City,  that  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred 
in  this  county,  would  prefer  to  have  this  ques- 
tion settled  here,  of  the  permanent  location  of 
tiie  capitol  and  the  university,  by  having  an  un- 
derstanding that  these  buildings  should  go  into 
the  possession  of  the  University.  It  would  re- 
quire a  great  length  of  time  to  obtain  an  appro- 
priation, and  expenditure  of  money,  to  erect 
buildings  at  any  other  point  suggested  by  other 
gentlemen,  that  would  be  as  suitable  as  is  this 
building  for  the  purposes  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity. If  the  University  does  not  occupy  this 
building,  I  do  not  know  to  what  use  it  will  be 
devoted. 

That  the  capitol  will  be  removed  from  this 
city  is  a  question  that  has  been  already  twice 
decided.  It  was  once  located  in  the  place  indi- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  Jasper  [Mr.  SkiflF], 
by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  state.  But  a 
great  cry  was  raised  against  that  location,  and  it 
was  abandoned.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  com- 
missioners honestly  discharged  their  duty.  But 
because  certain  speculators  got  wind  of  that 
location,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  town 
lots,  the  outsiders,  who  could  not  get  any,  cried 
out  "  fraud"  against  the  commissioners,  and 
nearly  ruined  some  of  them,  and  kept  them  out 
of  their  pay  for  some  time.  They  also  got  an 
act  passed  repealing  that  location,  and  the  capi- 
tol question  was  all  afloat  again. 

The  attention  of  the  people  was  again  called 
to  this  matter,  and  they  sent  their  representa- 
tives up  to  the  legislature,  and  the  question  was 
again  presented  to  them.  They  have  settled 
that  the  capitol  shall  be  located  at  Fort  Des 
Moines.  If  I  was  not  a  resident  of  this  State, 
and  had  no  possible  interest  in  the  settlement  of 
this  question,  and  was  called  upon  to  ezamine 
the  map  of  the  State,  with  the  knowledge  that  I 
have  of  the  present  condition  of  Iowa,  and  with 
my  present  belief  of  what  her  future  will  be,  I 
would  put  my  finger  upon  Fort  Des  Moines, 
and  say  to  the  people,  there  should  be  your  seat 
of  government.  And  I  think  that  the  same  ver- 
dict would  be  given  by  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
one  hundred  who  know  the  condition  of  Iowa, 
its  geographical  situation,  its  natural  resources, 
and  where  its  great  commercial  center  will  be. 

I  believe  the  legislature  has  acted  wisely  in 
locating  the  capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines.  I  be- 
lieve the  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State 
desire  that  it  shall  be  permanently  located  there. 
And  for  the  very  reason  that  I  hear  some  gen- 
tlemen upon  this  floor  urging  reasons  why  the 
capitol  should  be  located  at  some  other  point; 
for  the  reason  that  I  think  I  perceive  a  spirit 
now  being  awakened  here  to  create  a  prejudice 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  action  of 
the  legislature  locating  the  capitol  at  Fort  Des 
Moines,  and  because  I  believe  if  we  do  not  settle 
this  question  by  a  constitutional  provision,  it 
will  hereafter  be  a  trouble  and  a  vexation  to  the 
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people  of  this  State — for  all  these  reasons,  I 
think  we  should  settle  the  question  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  capitol,  beyond  the  reach  of  parti- 
zans,  and  all  others  who  may  have  an  interest  in 
getting  it  located  at  some  other  point.  I  would 
therefore  say  here,  in  a  constitutional  provision, 
that  the  capitol  shall  be  permanently  located  at 
Fort  Des  Moines.  I  believe  the  people  of  this 
State  are  at  this  time  generally  satisfied — I 
mean  those  who  are  not  pecuniarily  interested 
in  this  matter — that  that  shiiuld  be  the  point 
determined  upon. 

The  question  has  been  determined  upon  by 
the  legislature,  it  is  true  ;  but  if  it  is  not  acted 
upon  here,  and  their  decision  confirmed  by  a 
constitutional  provision,  the  question  may  be 
agitated  again,  and  become  a  foot-ball  in  the 
legislature  from  year  to  year — a  bone  of  con- 
tention between  the  various  lociilities  in  this 
State  which  may  set  up  pretensions  to  consid- 
eration in  this  matter.  I  am  in  favor,  there- 
fore, of  putting  an  end  to  this  strife  and  con- 
tention by  a  provision  in  this  constitution. 

Mr.  GOWER  I  wish  only  to  remark  that  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  locating  the 
capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  I  was  in  this  city, 
and  it  was  currently  rumored  about  here,  that 
the  insane' asylum  \tas  to  be  located  in  Henry 
county,  and  the  capitol  in  Polk  county.  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke],  if 
that  was  not  the  understanding  at  the  time  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  talk  about  the  matter.  It  was  said  by 
some  that  the  insane  asylum  should  go  to  Fair- 
field; by  others,  to  Oskaloosa;  And  by  others 
still,  to  Mt.  Pleasant.  And  I  believe  that  some 
even  wanted  it  to  go  to  Keokuk,  in  Lee  county. 

Mr.  GOWER.  How  did  the  respective  mem- 
bers vote  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  We  all  understand 
perfectly  well  how  local  interests  operate  in 
such  cases ;  how  compromises  may  spring  up, 
and  concessions  be  made.  Whether  there  was 
anything  of  that  kind  in  this  case,  I  do  not 
know.  And  if  I  did  know,  it  would  not  alter 
my  opinion  at  all  upon  this  matter.  The  only 
question  is  whether  justice  was  done. 

Mr.  GOWER.     That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  If  persons  did  not 
do  wrong,  what  need  is  there  of  getting  up  here 
and  arraigning  the  motives  of  members  who  vo- 
ted upon  this  subject  ?  I  do  not  believe  there 
was  anything  of  corruption  in  the  location  of 
the  capitol.  I  believe  such  an  idea  as  that  is 
sheer  nonsense.  Long  before  that  act  was  pass- 
ed, I  believe  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  state  were  in  favor  of  the  location  of  the 
capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines.  I  do  not  believe  it 
required  anything  like  log-rolling  to  get  an  act 
passed  locating  it  there.  It  may  be  that  the 
people  or  representatives  of  Henry,  perhaps,  en- 
deavored to  get  the  insane  asylum  located  iu 
Henry  county.  But  that  Fort  Des  Moines  need- 
ed to  make  any  interest  in  any  way  to  get  the 
capitol  located  there,  I  have  no  idea.     If  there 
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•was  any  sharp  practice  here,  Fort  De^  Moines 
was  p^actil^ed  upon,  instead  of  practising  upon 
others.  I  believe  she  stood  here  strong  enough 
to  carry  her  measure,  independent  of  any  other 
measure  before  the  legishiture.  But  I  do  not 
know,  and  I  will  not  say,  that  Mount  Pleasant 
did  stand  here  strong  enough  to  carry  her  meas- 
ure through,  independent  of  any  other  interest. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  was  generally  understood, 
four  years  ago,  that  the  members  for  Henry 
county  were  in  fixvor  of  having  the  capitol  loca- 
ted at  Fort  Des  Moines,  when  there  was  no 
question  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  insane 
asylum. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  observe  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  schools  and  education  has 
been  printed  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of  mem- 
bers. I  think  we  shall  not  be  benefited  by  any 
further  discussion  of  this  question  to-day;  and 
I,  therefore,  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  hope  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  will  withdraw  my  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  offer,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  tue  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,]  the  following: 

"The  question  of  locating  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment at  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  the  State  Univer- 
eity  at  Iowa  City,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  as  a  separate  proposition,  at  the 
same  time  that  a  vote  is  taken  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  at  said  election  shall  be  in  favor  of 
eaid  proposition,  the  said  institution  shall  be  so 
located." 

I  rise  merely  to  express  my  surprise  at  the 
Budden  change  of  sentiment  upon  this  subject, 
manifested  by  members  of  this  convention  since 
last  Friday  or  Saturday.  It  will  be  lemembered 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  miscellane- 
ous subjects  came  up  for  our  consideration  at 
that  lime.  That  committee  had  rei)orted  in  fa- 
vor of  locating  the  State  University  at  this  place. 
And  the  argument  against  that  proposition,  and 
in  favor  of  striking  it  out  entirely,  was,  that  if 
we  located  by  a  coustiiulional  provision,  one  of 
these  institutions,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
driving  votes  from  it,  and  must  joopardi/e  the 
success  of  the  constitution.  The  gentleman 
fi-om  Warren,  [Mr.  Todluniter,]  the  gentleman 
■  from  Hardin,  [.Mr.  Winchester,]  and  every  gen- 
tleman upon  this  floor  who  expressed  any  ojiin- 
ion  upon  this  subject,  took  that  ground.  The 
result  was  that  that  proposition  received  hardly 
a  respectable  vote  in  this  convention. 

With  the  action  of  the  convention  upon  that 
proposition  1  was  perfectly  satislied.  I  did  not 
choose  to  stand  up  here  and  manliest  a  disposi- 
tion upon  this  question  that  would  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  convention.  I  supposed,  whcu 
that  vote  was  taken,  that  these  questions  were 


settled,  and  this  subject  was  disposed  of,  so  far 
as  the  action  of  the  convention  was  concerned. 
But  I  find  that  there  has  been  a  sudden 
change  in  the  minds  of  members  of  this  conven- 
tion upon  this  subject,  and  it  is  that  which  sur- 
prises me.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  cause 
of  this  sudden  change.  I  have  heard  no  rea- 
sons given  for  it.  It  is  true  1  have  been  ap- 
proached, and  felt  upon  this  subject,  since  that 
vote  was  taken.  Whether  this  change  has  been 
produced  by  outside  inHuence,  by  persons  in 
power,  and  peisons  out  of  power,  I  do  not  un- 
dertake to  say.  But  that  there  has  been  some 
very  mysterious  influence  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  minds  of  members  of  this  convention,  must 
be  very  apparent  to  all. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  What  vras  the  proposition 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  refers  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  It  was  a  propo- 
sition in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  miscel- 
laneous subjects,  providing  for  the  permanent 
location  of  the  State  University  in  Iowa  City.  I 
mav  say  in  connection  with  this  matter,  that  the 
whole  subject  of  locating  these  institutions  was 
discussed  in  that  committee,  and  very  fully  dis- 
cussed. I  staled  to  the  committee  what  1  have  « 
stated  here,  that  while  I  desire  to  see  this  loca- 
tion, and  to  see  my  constituents  fairly  dealt 
with  upon  this  sulyect,  I  was  not  disposed  to 
press  it,  if  it  would  create  division  and  dissen- 
tion  in  this  convention.  And  although  I  had 
prepared  propositions  in  relation  to  these  sub- 
jects, that  I  thought  were  calculated  to  avoid 
this  ditl'erence  of  0|>inion,  yet  for  the  sake  of  not 
casting  a  fire-brand  in  this  convention,  I  did  not 
present  them. 

There  has  been  a  very  sudden  change  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  members  of  this  conven- 
tion. Whether  it  has  been  produced  bv  outside 
influences,  or  by  the  hope  of  gain,  in  some  shape 
or  other,  of  a  local  nature,  or  of  a  personal  I 
character,  1  do  not  pretend  to  say.  But  1  de-  j 
sire  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  the  ^ 
northern  part  of  this  State  to  this  proposition.  ; 
1  would  sa;y  to  them,  tlial  if  this  proposition  is 
carried,  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the 
greater  number  of  these  institutions  south  of  the 
Iowa  river.  We  have  the  lunatic  asylum  lo- 
cated at  Mount  Pleasant.  There  has  been  a 
most  extensive  building  commenced  there  in 
violation  of  law  ;  as  the  commissioners  them- 
selves say,  that  they  did  it  upon  their  own  re- 
sponsibility. Yet  tliat  is  all  right,  for  it  seems 
that  whatever  is  done  south  of  the  Iowa  river, 
whether  by  authority  of  law  or  not,  is  all  right. 
The  penitentiary  is  located  at  Fort  Madison. 
And  now  the  ca[.itol  of  the  State  is  to  be  located 
at  Fort  Des  Moines. 

Now  I  would  ask  gentlemen  from  the  north, 
where  are  the  other  institutions  to  be  located? 
Have  they  any  assurance  that  any  portion  of  iho 
State  north  of  the  Iowa  river  will  be  remember- 
ed at  all,  in  tliis  matter  ?  Or  is  this  part  of  a 
combination, part  of  a  project  to  locate  all  these 
institutions  in  accordance  wibh  the  attempt  made 
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in  the  legislature  this  winter  ?  It  docs  seem  to 
rae  that  there  are  other  parts  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  that  should  have  some  rights  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  whose  members  upon  this  floor  ought 
to  looli  after  the  rights  of  their  constituents. 

If  they  want  to  settle  this  thing,  well  and 
go 'd.  I  do  not  know,  when  we  come  to  vote 
upon  it.  whether  I  shall  vote  for  or  against  this 
proposition.  But  1  tell  gentlemen  of  the  north- 
ern portions  of  this  State,  that  if  this  propo- 
sition is  carried  into  eftect  by  a  combination, 
they  may  look  for  the  location  of  the  other  in- 
stitutions, by  the  next  General  Assembly,  south 
of  the  Iowa  river;  in  other  words,  that  the  south 
is  to  have  all  of  these  institutions,  and  the  north 
none  of  them. 

I  ha»  e  a  word  or  two  to  say  about  the  institu- 
tions more  immediately  in  question  here.  I 
shall  not  say  it  from  any  personal  consider  tion; 
nor  because  I  happen  to  live  in  Iowa  City.  I 
say  now,  as  I  said  the  other  day  in  committee, 
that  if  we  were  now  called  upon  to  fix  the  seat  of 
government,  and  none  of  these  institutions  were 
located  at  all,  I  should  contend  for  their  location 
at  the  seat  of  government,  wherever  that  might 
be.  If  it  was  determined  to  locate  the  seat  of 
government  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  none  of 
these  institutions  had  been  located,  I  would 
vote  to  have  them  all  located  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. 

But  that  policy  cannot  now  be  adopted.  The 
lunatic  asylum  has  been  permanently  located, 
and  an  extensive  building  commenced.  The 
penitentiary  has  been  located,  and  the  building 
ererted.  The  capitol  is  proposed  to  be  located 
at  Fort  Des  Moines.  To  that  I,  and  the  people  I 
represent,  have  no  particular  objection.  But  if 
the  State  University  is  to  be  located  here  at  Iowa 
City,  1  do  say  that  the  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  blind  should  be  located  where  the  univer- 
sity is  located. 

We  are  about  to  establish  a  board  of  educa- 
tion t')  take  charge  of  the  educational  interests 
of  the  State,  and  these  two  institutions — the 
university,  and  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum — 
should  be  under  the  charge  of  that  board,  be- 
cause they  could  more  conveniently  devote  their 
time  to  the  superintendency  of  these  institutions 
than  any  other  body  of  officers  we  might  create. 

And  there  is  another  reason  for  that.  Every 
man  knows  that  these  institutions  depend  for 
their  support  and  encouragement  upon  the  in- 
terest that  the  people  of  the  State  take  in  them. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  located  at  some 
point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  people  will 
be  directed  for  some  other  purpose,  than  merely 
to  visit  and  observe  these  institutions.  If  the 
university  remains  here  at  this  point,  at  its  an- 
nual commencement  celebrations  you  would  have 
people  from  all  parts  of  this  State,  and  from 
other  States,  assembled  here.  And  if  the  other 
institutions  are  located  here,  and  the  people  thus 
brought  together  are  allowed  an  apportunity  to 
visit  them,  you  will  thereby  excite  in  them  an 
interest  for  them. 


If  gentlemen  are  willing  in  this  matter  to 
look,  not  at  local  consideration,  not  at  local  in- 
terests, not  to  be  controlled  by  outside  influ- 
ences brought  to  bear  upon  them  here  to  gov- 
ern this  matter — if  they  will  look  to  the  inter- 
ests of  this  state  alone,  and  locate  those  other 
institutions  where  the  university  is  located,  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  go  a  step  farther  and  say  that  if  this  conven- 
tion will  take  the  responsibility  of  removing 
this  university  from  this  place,  and  locating  that 
with  the  other  institutions  at  some  other  point, 
I  will  vote  for  it;  although  in  these  matters  my 
individual  feelings  and  preferences  will  have 
some  influence  upon  me,  I  am  not  governed  by 
them  alone.  I  believe  1  am  governed  in  the  lo- 
cation of  these  institutions  by  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote their  prosperity  and  success. 

There  is  another  objection  to  adopting  this 
proposition  at  this  time.  It  is  true  these  two 
institutions  are  now  located  by  law.  But  there 
is  another  fact  which  should  not  be  forgotten, 
and  that  is  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,]  tLat  the  present  lo- 
cation of  the  capital  at  Iowa  City,  is  nearer  the 
center  of  the  population  of  the  state,  is  better 
suiiedto  the  convenience  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  than  if  it; 
were  now  located  at  Fort  Des  Moines.  All  that 
the  people  of  Iowa  City  have  ever  asked  ;  all 
that  1  a^k  upon  this  floor  for  them,  is  that  the 
capitol  may  remain  here  until  the  line  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  now  being  constructed  to 
Fort  Des  Moines  shall  have  been  completed,  «o 
that  the  people  luay  have  means  of  getting  to 
that  place  more  conveniently  than  they  can  at 
present.  I  think  if  this  convention  or  the  gen- 
eral assembly  should  permit  the  capitol  to  re- 
main at  Iowa  City,  say  for  five  years,  until  the 
railroad  from  this  place  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  and 
the  contemplated  railroad  to  the  Des  Moines 
river,  and  the  one  from  Burlington  west,  shall 
have  been  constructed  and  put  in  running  order, 
there  would  be  no  objection  upon  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Iowa  City,  and  of  this  part  of 
the  state  to  yield  up  the  capitol  to  Fort  Des 
Moines.  I  think  that  is  their  feeling  upon 
this  subjact.  I  do  not  think  the  people  here  ex- 
pect or  desire  that  the  capitol  shall  remain  here 
permanently.  Such  1  know  is  the  expression  of 
the  leading  men  of  our  community.  But  we  do 
object  to  being  dragged  away  from  this  place  to 
Fort  Des  Moines,  when  there  is  no  convenient 
mode  of  getting  there — not  for  a  majority,  but 
even  for  a  minority  of  the  people  of  this  state. 

Now  to  obviate  the  difBculty  which  gentle- 
men have  indicated  here,  that  to  take  no  action 
upon  this  matter,  or  to  take  action  upon  it,  will 
effect  votes  for  this  convention  ;  I  propose  as  a 
substitute  for  the  proposition  of  the  genilemau 
from  Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower] — which  I  understood 
him  to  accept,that  this  be  submitted  to  the  people 
as  a  separate  proposition,  and  made  an  outside 
issue;  and  if  it  be  true,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Heury,  [.Mr.  Clarke,]  has  said,  that  the  minds 
of  the  people  have  settled  down  in  favor  of  thsi 
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proposition,  it  seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  course  I  have  suggested.  If  the 
people  are  in  favor  of  the  location  proposed  in 
this  proposition,  they  can  carry  it  if  submitted  to 
them  as  a  separate  proposition, and  you  obviate  the 
danger  of  making  votes  against  the  constitution 
itself.  I  therefore  move  the  proposition  I  have 
indicated  as  a  substitute  for  the  original  propo- 
sition of  the  gentlemun  from  Davis,  [Mr.  Pal- 
mer.] 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  am  opposed  to 
this  whole  matter.  I  do  not  believe  we  should 
meddle  with  this  subject  in  the  constitution  at 
all;  and  I  must  say,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  that  I  am  not  a  litlte 
surprised  at  the  feeling  I  see  manifested  here 
this  morning  in  relation  to  this  matter.  When 
'  some  particular  questions  are  brought  up,  pro- 
posed by  persons  who  are  friendly  to  some  par- 
ticular measures,  certain  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  appear  to  be  horror-stricken  in  a  moment 
for  fear,  as  they  say,  that  we  will  load  the  con- 
stitution down  and  sink  it ;  that  so  much  freight 
■will  be  put  on  board  the  constitution,  that  it 
will  never  reach  the  harbor  ;  that  we  will  put 
so  many  things  in  it  that  it  will  be  defeated  be- 
fore the  people,  when  it  is  submitted  to  them. 
And  yet  I  notice  in  regard  to  many  of  that  same 
class  of  gentlemen  in  this  convention,  when  any 
particular  measure  is  brought  forward  that 
favors  their  immediate  localities,  or  their  par- 
ticular sections,  that  this  idea  of  overloading 
the  constitution  never  seems  to  be  thought  of  by 
them. 

Xowwhat  is  the  necessity  for  having  this  sub- 
ject in  the  constitution?  Can  gentlemen  give  us 
any  reason  for  it  ?  Is  there  a  member  upon  this 
floor  who  can  give  a  good  reason  why  we  should 
do  this  ?  Can  he  satisfy  me  that  there  is  any  ex- 
isting reason  why  this  should  be  put  in  the  con- 
stitution ?  If  he  can  do  so,  it  may  influence  me 
in  the  vote  I  shall  give  upon  this  proposition. 
But  I  have  heard  no  reason  yet  assigned,  which 
to  m}'  mind,  is  a  good  reason. 

But  there  are  a  great  many  reasons,  to  my  mind, 
■why  this  thing  should  not  be  put  in  the  consti- 
tution. What  is  proposed  to  be  done?  Gen- 
tlemen claim  that  the  legi.slaturo  has  already 
settled  this  question,  and  located  the  capitol  at 
Fort  Des  Moines.  Is  not  that  sufiicient  ?  Why 
no,  say  they  ;  we  want  to  put  it  into  the  con- 
stitution, 80  as  to  prevent  log-rolling  in  the  leg- 
islature. 

Now  let  us  examine  this  question  for  a  mo- 
ment. How  is  it  ?  It  has  been  pretty  strongly 
intimated  that  log-rolling  procured  tlie  location 
of  the  capitol  at  Fort  l)es  Moines,  in  the  first 
place.  And  now  the  gentlemen  who  are  endeav- 
oring to  get  this  put  in  the  constitution,  are  in 
favor  of  cutting  off  the  right  arm  that  carried 
the  capitol  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  for  fear  it  may 
carry  it  away  again.  But  thi.s  is  not  my  most 
serious  objection  to  this  proposition. 

But  ft  few  days  ago,  there  was  a  proposition 
before  this  convention,  for  permanently  locating 
the  state  university  at  Iowa   City.     It  received 


but  little  favor  at  the  hands  of  this  convention. 
It  was  frowned  down  pretty  generally,  and  could 
not  be  carried.  And  why?  Because  it  would 
load  down  the  constitution,  it  was  said.  There 
was  no  necessity  for  putting  it  in  the  constitu- 
tion;  it  would  endanger  its  adoption  by  the 
people. 

What  do  gentlemen  say  now  ?  These  gentle- 
men bring  forward  this  same  proposition,  but 
with  an  additional  measure,  making  a  double 
load  that  they  propose  to  put  upon  the  constitu- 
tion. And  we  find  some  of  these  very  members 
who  were  afraid  of  the  single  load  the  other  day, 
now  in  favor  of  the  double  one,  without  the 
least  fear  that  this  constitution  will  be  weighed 
down  by  it.  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  a 
member  of  this  convention  can  be  influenced  by 
a  system  of  log-rolling  here.  But  I  do  say  that 
the  suggestion  forces  itself  upou  my  mind  irre- 
sistibly, that  this  change  must  have  been  pro- 
duced by  some  influences,  unaccountable  to  me. 
And  if  the  legislature  can  be  approached  and 
corrupted,  and  the  location  o*;  the  capitol  en- 
dangered by  a  system  oflog-rolling,  I  am  not  quite 
su.e  but  what  this  convention  can  be  approach- 
ed in  the  same  way.  If  gentlemen  come  for- 
ward now  and  ask  to  have  this  measure  incor- 
porated into  the  constitution,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  legislature  may  be  corrupted,  and  that 
log-rolling  may  be  carried  on  there,  I  would  ask 
if  it  is  not  just  as  fair  and  reasonable  to  infer 
that  log-rolling  may  be  practiced  in  this  conven- 
tion? I  ask  this  one  simple  question.  How 
can  they  account  for  the  change  that  seems  to 
have  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  dreams  of  some 
members  here? 

I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  conven- 
tion, a  portion  of  the  northern  part  of  this  State. 
I  needed  not  the  reminder  of  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke] — although  I  take  it  kind- 
ly from  him — <)f  the  injustice  that  has  been  done 
to  the  northern  p:irt  of  this  State,  in  the  loca- 
tion of  our  public  buildings,  and  also  in  the  se- 
lection of  our  public  otlicers.  The  south  has 
obtained  everything.  At  the  time  the  capitol 
was  located  at  this  place,  it  was  probably  all 
right  that  it  should  be  so  located  ;  to  that  I  have 
no  objection,  or  to  its  remaining  here,  or  tieiug 
located  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  remaining  there 
until  the  people,  through  their  legislature,  see 
fit  to  change  its  location.  At  the  time  it  was 
located  here,  it  was  probably  an  equitable  loca- 
tion, one  that  accommodated  the  people  better 
than  any  other  that  could  have  been  made. 

Now  about  this  proposition  to  locate  the  cap- 
itol at  Fort  Des  Moines.  Where  is  Fort  Des 
Moines  situated  ?  It  is  situated  but  three  tiers 
of  counties  from  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
State,  while  seven  tiers  of  counties  lie  to  the 
north  of  it;  it  is  within  the  edge  of  the  fourth 
tier  of  counties  from  the  southern  boundary. 
Now  those  who  wish  to  get  this  matter  into  the 
constitution,  come  in  here  and  say  that  the  state 
university  nhall  bo  located  permanently  at  Iowa 
City,  which  is  far  south  of  the  geographical 
centre  of  the  State.     At  the  same  time  that  they 
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bring  that  proposition  forward,  they  bring  for- 
ward another  one  to  make  Fort  Des  Moines  the 
seat  of  government  for  this  State,  making  Fort 
Des  Moines  lift  at  the  wheel  for  Iowa  City,  and 
Iowa  City  lift  at  the  wheel  for  Fort  Des  Moines. 
Both  of  these  places  are  south  of  the  geographi- 
cal centre  of  the  State. 

If  this  arrangement  is  entered  into,  it  will  re- 
sult in  serious  inconvenience  to  us  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  state.  Whether  right  or  wrong, 
there  will  be  serious  dissatisfaction  felt  there  if 
this  is  incorporated  into  the  constitution,  and 
it  will  have  the  effect  of  arraying  a  host  of 
voters  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  against 
the  constitution. 

Now  I  am  opposed  to  interfering  with  this 
question  at  all.  But  if  we  must  do  something 
in  regard  to  it,  let  us  adopt  the  proposition  ot 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke],  to 
submit  this  question  as  a  separate  proposition 
to  the  people,  so  that  we  may  not  endanger  the 
constitution. 

Look  at  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  In 
order  to  get  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  we  must  go  first 
to  Dubuque,  a  distance,  perhaps,  of  two  hun- 
dred or  three  hundred  miles,  and  from  that  place 
we  must  come  here.  Or,  with  the  weather  as  it 
has  been  this  winter,  we  will  be  compelled  to 
go  over  into  Illinois,  and  around  that  way.  We 
have  fixed  the  mileage  in  this  state  to  be  com- 
puted by  the  nearest  traveled  route;  rather 
penny-wise,  in  my  opinion.  Now  if  there  should 
happen  to  be  a  time  in  the  year  when  the  people 
could  manage  to  travel  through  from  the  north- 
ern part  of  my  district  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  it 
would  be  contended  that  our  members  shall  not 
have  their  mileage  computed  by  any  other  route, 
though  they  may  be  compelled  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  traveling  in  the  winter  some  five  hun- 
dred or  six  hundred  miles  to  get  there.  Now 
this  is  an  inconvenience  to  which  we  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  submit. 

But  if  the  legislature  has  already  located  the 
Capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  I  am  willing  to  leave 
it  there  until  the  people  see  fit  to  remove  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke],  how- 
ever, says  that  he  wishes  to  settle  this  question, 
because  he  does  not  want  to  have  a  capitol  on 
wheels.  I  would  say  to  that  gentleman,  that 
the  best  way  to  take  the  capitol  off  its  wheels, 
is  to  locate  it  somewhere  near  the  geographical 
centre  of  the  state,  so  as  to  accommodate  the 
people  of  the  state ;  locate  it  where  it  can  oe 
approached  from  all  points  alike,  with  the  least 
inconvenience.  The  very  reason  why  the  capi- 
tol is  now  on  wheels,  and  why  it  will  remain 
on  wheels,  is  because  it  is  out  of  its  proper 
place. 

W  hen  the  capitol  was  first  located  here  at  Iowa 
City,  there  were  but  few  people  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state.  But  gentlemen  must  remem- 
ber that  that  portion  of  our  territory  is  filling 
up  very  rapidly,  and  in  a  very  short  time  they 
will  be  able,  not  only  to  speak  of,  but  to  demand 
their  rights,  upon  this  subject.  And  they  will 
Boon  have  the  power  to  make  themselves  heard 


in  regard  to  their  demands.  And  if  you  suc- 
ceed in  getting  this  measure  incorporated  into 
the  constitution,  you  will  not  thereby  render  tlie 
capitol  any  the  less  a  capitol  on  wheels.  The 
power  that  is  vested  in  the  people  to  locate  their 
seat  of  government,  will  not  thereby  be  wrested 
from  them,  for  they  can  and  will  exercise  tlieir 
power  upon  this  subject,  if  they  shall  deem  it 
necessary  to  do  so.  And  in  a  few  years,  if  the 
capitol  is  located  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  it  does 
not  accommodate  the  people  of  the  state,  gen- 
tlemen will  find  the  capitol  on  wheels  again,  and 
the  constitution  with  it. 

Then  why  seek  to  break  this  constitution 
down  by  putting  a  provision  in  it  which  will 
array  the  voters  of  both  parties  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State  against  it  ?  I  am  opposed  to 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  believe  it  is  wrong  in 
principle  for  this  convention  to  attempt  to  locate 
these  institutions  even  where  they  now  are — to 
attempt  to  locate  them  anywhere.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  were  sent  here  for  any  such  purpose. 
I  do  not  believe  the  wishes  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  this  State  are  in  Javor  of  our  do- 
ing any  such  thing.  Those  who  live  in  or  near 
the  places  to  be  affected  by  it,  may  be  in  favor 
of  it ;  but  the  people,  as  a  general  thing,  do  not 
desire  it. 

I  am  opposed  to  it  in  ioto.  Yet,  if  we  must 
act  upon  it  at  all,  let  us  do  so  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
Clarke.]  Let  the  people  have  an  opportunity 
to  vote  for  the  constitution  as  a  whole,  and 
against  this  measure  if  they  desire  to  do  so.  I 
am  opposed  to  side  issues,  as  a  general  thing. 
But  if  we  must  have  this  matter  presented  in 
the  election  in  any  way,  let  us  have  it  in  the 
shape  of  a  separate  proposition. 

If  the  great  thoroughfares  of  the  State 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  we  could  travel 
any  ways  expeditiously  and  comfortably  to  Fort 
Des  Moines,  tins  would  not  be  so  objection- 
able The  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  we 
may  be  able  to  do  so.  But,  after  all,  the  great 
objection  to  the  location  here  proposed,  is,  that 
it  is  too  far  away  from  the  center  of  the  State — 
from  the  place  where  the  people  of  the  State 
will  finally  require  it  to  be  located.  It  is  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  wishes  of  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  State.  The  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  may  be  in  favor  of 
locating  the  most  of  these  institutions  where 
they  are  now  located.  But  I  do  not  believe  the 
adoption  of  this  provision  will  secure  a  large 
number  of  votes  even  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  State.  Those  who  are  opposed  to  the  con- 
stitution will  vote  against  it,  even  with  this  pro- 
vision in  it ;  those  who  are  in  favor  of  it,  will 
vote  for  it  without  it;  while  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  a  large  number  of  voters  will 
be  arrayed  against  the  constitution  if  this  pro- 
vision is  inserted  in  it. 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  just  and  right  to  incor- 
porate this  in  the  constitution.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  necessity  for  having  it  there,  and 


930 


LOCATION  OF  THE  CAPITOL  AND  UNIVERSITY.       [37th  Day 


Tuesday] 


EDWAKDS— CLARKE,  of  J. 


[March  3d 


for  these  reasons  I  shall  oppose  its  being  put  in 
there.  If  there  was  an)-  setious  necessity  for 
it;  if  there  was  any  crying  necessity  for  it,  in 
which  there  was  a  principle  involved  of  such 
importance  as  to  justify  us  in  hazarding  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution ;  it  there  was  a 
necessity  that  would  override  the  question  of 
expediency ;  if  there  was  something  at  stake 
here  besides  mere  dollars  and  cents,  then  there 
might  be  some  plausibility  in  this  measure. 
Tliose  who  urge  this  proposition  here,  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  using  these  terms,  for  though  they 
may  deny  that  they  do  not  urge  it  from  any 
selfish  considerations,  yet  I  cannot  view  the  mat- 
ter in  any  other  light. 

What  is  to  be  gained  by  adopting  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  locating  the  capitol  at  Fort 
Des  Moines?  If  the  people  want  it  there,  is  it 
not  already  located  there  by  legislative  enact- 
ment ?  If  they  want  it  there  they  can  keep  it 
there.  If  they  are  opposed  to  its  remaining 
there,  then  let  them  have  the  right  of  taking  it 
away  from  there.  If  they  are  opposed  to  its 
being  there,  the  putting  this  provision  in  the 
constitution  is  nothing  but  an  efiort  to  forestall 
the  wishes  of  the  people.  I  am,  therefore,  op- 
posed to  the  adojjtion  of  this  provision  of  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
permanent  location  of  the  seat  of  government, 
by  a  constitutional  provision,  would  be  a  desir- 
able object  to  be  attained.  The  reasons  that 
induce  me  to  support  the  proposition  submitted 
here  by  the  gentleman  from  Davis  [Mr.  Palmer] 
are  these  :  I  am  satisfied  that  within  the  last 
year  or  two  public  opinion  has  settled  down 
upon  Fort  Des  .Moines  as  our  future  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. In  obedience  to  that  public  opinion, 
a  law  was  enacted,  locating  the  capitol  at  that 
place.  Now  it  appears  to  me  that  if  this  con- 
vention will  satisfy  this  public  opinion,  and  en- 
dorse this  action  of  the  general  assembly,  we 
will  not  only  be  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  but  be  giving  a    quietus  to  this  subject. 

It  is  certainly  to  bo  deplored  that  the  seat  of 
gOTernment  should  be  left  in  an  unsettled  and 
transitory  condition.  For  what  reasons  have 
public  opinion  and  legislative  enactment  decided 
upon  having  the  seat  of  government  at  Port 
Des  Moines?  They  are  reasons  based  upon  every 
principle  of  justice.  It  is  bei-ause  it  is  as  near 
the  geographical  centre  of  the  slate  as  the  na- 
ture ot  tlie  case  will  admit,  taking  all  the  cir- 
cumstances into  consideration.  The  gentleman 
from  Alamakee  [Mr.  Clark]  oiijects  to  this  loca- 
tion, because  it  would  subject  him,  and  those 
living  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  to  in- 
creased trouble,  expense  and  travel  to  get  to  the 
Beat  of  government.  Now,  if  it  is  unjust  and 
unfair  to  subject    him  to   this    increased    travel 


ness  at  the  seat  of  government?  I  would  ask  if 
the  gentleman  from  Alamakee  [Mr.  Clark]  would 
have  any  farther  to  go  to  transact  his  business, 
in  going  to  Fort  Des  Moiuis,  than  would  the 
gentlemen  from  Mills  and  Pottawatamie,  and 
others  from  the  western  part  of  the  state  ?  Is 
it  not  a  desirable  object  that  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment should  be  so  located  that  even-handed 
justice  may  be  meted  out  to  all  throughout  the 
whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  state?  I  meau 
in  regard  to  geographical  position. 

Because  the  state  is  now  young  and  thinly 
populated,  is  one  very  strong  reason  why  this 
question  should  be  decided  at  an  early  day.  It 
should  be  known  to  the  people  of  this  state  that 
their  capitol  is  permanently  located,  in  order 
that  all  the  improvements  and  Duildings  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  several  departments  of 
the  government  may  be  provided  for.  As  pub- 
lic opmion  and  legislative  enactment  have  said 
that  the  capitol  shall  be  located  at  Fort  Des 
.Moines,  and  as  it  is  so  near  the  geographical 
center  of  the  state,  as  to  be  calculated  to  meet 
the  wants  and  wishes  of  all  the  people,  and  to 
deal  out  even-handed  justice  to  all  portions  of 
the  state,  it  is  asking  nothing  unfoir  nor  unrea- 
sonable, that  the  seat  of  government  should  be 
located  by  a  constitutional  provision.  And  it 
appears  to  me  that  no  gentleman  should  be  ar- 
raigned for  favoring  such  a  provision  here. 

It  is  true  that  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State 
has  a  more  dense  population  than  the  western 
portion  of  the  State.  And  if  this  question  was 
submitted  to  the  people  as  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct proposition,  aside  from  the  constitution, 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  State,  having  a  large 
raajorit}'  of  the  population,  could  defeat  it.  Iku 
I  would  ask  gentlemen  to  ponder  this  subject 
well,  and  give  it  dueconsideration.  I  would  ask 
them  if  they  could  even  defeat  this  measure, 
would  it  be  just  to  the  western  portion  of  the 
State,  which  is  as  rapidly  filling  up  as  any  other 
portion  of  the  State  ?  Should  that  portion  of 
the  State  be  subjected  to  a  travel  of  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  miles  beyond  the  center  of  the 
State,  in  order  to  accomm  date  the  people  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State? 

There  was  a  proposition  submitted  here  the 
other  day — I  do  not  know  in  what  shape  it  came 
up — to  fix  the  state  university  ])ermanently  here 
at  Iowa  City,  and  let  the  capitol  remain  here 
for  the  next  five  years. 

Mr.  CL.VRKFi,  of  Johnson.  The  gentleman 
is  mistaken.     There  was  no  such  proposition. 

Mr,  EDWARDS.  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken ; 
that  some  such  proposition  was  broached  here. 

Mr.  CL.\IIKI'3,  of  Johnson.  Not  in  the  report 
of  the  contmiltee. 

Mr,  EDW.VRDS.     The  ])roposition  came  up  in 


and  inconvenience,  will  not  the  oiijection  hold  j  some  shape,  and  I  was  ojiposed  to  it.  I  think 
equally  good  upon  liie  other  hand  in  relation  to  I  this  question  should  he  deliiiitely  settled  now.  I 
the  gentleman  from  .Mills  [Mr.  Solomon],  and  {  believe  if  it  is  settled  by  a  provision  in  the  con- 
the  gentleman  from  Pottawatamie  [.Mr.  Price],  |  stitution,  no  votes  will  be  lost  to  tho  con.-jtitution 
and  persons  from  those  counties  who  have  busi-  'for  that  reason. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  John- 
son, [Mr.  Olaike,]  in  tbis  matter  has  not  been 
actuated  by  those  generous  impulses  which 
usually  characterize  men  when  they  ask  for  fix- 
vors.  I  think  if  we  are  willing  that  this  build- 
ing, which  belongs  to  the  State,  should  be  appro- 
priated to  the  uses  of  a  state  university,  that  is 
as  much  as  can  reasonably  be  asked  of  us.  All 
that  we  can  ask  is  that  the  seat  of  government 
shall  be  located  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the 
geographical  center  of  the  State,  so  as  to  accom- 
modate the  people  of  all  portions  of  the  State. 

And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  when  he 
talks  about  influences  brought  to  bear  upon 
members  in  relation  to  this  question,  if  he  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  state  university  in  his  city,  as 
far  as  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  is  con- 
cerned, we  are  prepared  to  compromise  the 
matter,  and  remove  it  to  some  place  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State,  and  relieve  the  people  of 
Johnson  county  entirely  from  any  such  institu- 
tion. Now  I  think  the  gentleman  ought  to  be 
satisfied,  that  the  people  of  Iowa  City  ought  to 
be  satisfied,  that  the  people  of  Johnson  county 
ought  to  be  satisfied,  with  what  they  have  ob- 
tained, and  be  content  to  carry  out  the  will  of 
the  legislature  and  of  the  people  in  regard  to 
the  location  of  the  capitol  permanently  in  the 
geograpuical  center  of  the  State. 

If  there  have  been  any  influences  brought  to 
bear  upon  gentlemen,  to  induce  them  to  "change 
the  spirit  of  their  dreams,"  I  will  state  here 
publicly  and  boldly,  that  I  had  no  expectation 
that  a  proposition  of  this  kind  would  have  been 
brought  forward,  until  it  was  presented  he' e. 
But  as  it  is  here  in  its  present  shape,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  it,  believing  that  the  people  of 
the  State  demand  it,  and  that  it  will  also  secure 
votes  to  the  constitution.  But  the  most  impor- 
tant consideration  of  all  is  that  this  question 
should  be  settled  now,  and  settled  forever. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  not  given  this  subject 
much  reflection  and  consideration.  But  I  do 
not  think  this  discussion,  in  the  shape  it  has 
assumed,  will  be  very  beneficial  to  us.  The 
speeches  made  here  will  read  badly  hereafter. 
It  is  bad  history  to  go  to  posterity  that  we  are 
making  here.  It  appears  to  me  that  our  debates 
here  are  beginning  to  assume  the  character  and 
creditibility  of  a  "  Police  Gazette,"  or  a  "  Ras- 
cals' Directory."  And  if  they  go  on  much  long- 
er at  this  rate,  the  very  fact  that  a  man  held  a 
seat  in  this  convention  will  he  sufficient  to  strike 
a  death-blow  to  all  claims  he  may  desire  to  get 
up  for  honesty  and  integrity  of  character.  To 
denounce  all  those  who  have  preceded  us,  and 
to  try  and  condemn  in  advance  al)  who  may 
come  afttr  us — that  seems  to  me  the  object  that 
gentlemen  have  in  view  here.  They  get  up  here 
and  undertake  to  give  a  history  of  the  past. 
What  if  I  were  to  do  so  ?  I  might  show  that 
the  seat  of  government  was  originally  located  in 
this  city  by  a  species  of  management  that  might 
not  be  very  creditable  to  some  gentlemen.  We 
know  who  gave  the  casting  vote,  and  how  he 
■was  induced  to  give  it,  that  brought  the  seat  of 


government  to  this  place.  If  it  were  a  matter 
of  any  importance  whatever,  we  could  go  on  and 
examine  the  history  of  the  controversy  about  its 
removal,  and  dig  up  many  suspicious  circum- 
stances from  the  recollections  of  gentlemen  M'ho 
took  an  active  part  in  that  matter,  and  we  might 
bjspatter  with  the  mud  of  aspersion  a  large 
number  of  other  persons.  But  what  would  be 
the  good  of  doing  that  ?  It  should  be  forgotten, 
and  I  am  disposed  to  let  it  rest. 

Now  I  look  upon  this  matter  in  this  light.  It 
is  a  fact,  with  which  the  public  mind  through- 
out the  state  is  impressed,  (with  the  exception  of 
Alamakee  county,)  that  this  ciiy  is  not  the  prop- 
er place  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government. 
So  far  as  I  am  informed,  that  is  the  almost  uni- 
versal sentiment,  except,  as  I  have  said  belore, 
in  Alamakee  county.  This  matter  must  be  set- 
tled at  some  time.  We  must  have  a  permanent 
seat  of  government  that  we  can  look  upon  as 
fixed  and  settled.  That  is  policy.  The  ques- 
tion is,  where  shall  it  be  ?  Public  sentiment 
has  already  pointed  out  the  place,  and  the  leg- 
islature has  responded  to  that  sentiment. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  these  imputations  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption  litall.  They  are  entirely 
uncalled  for.  They  have  no  terrors  for  me. 
And  I  have  generally  found,  through  life,  that 
those  persons  who  are  so  ready  to  assail  and  de- 
nounce others  for  being  governed  by  improper 
influences,  are  themselves  the  most  accessible  to 
that  kind  of  management. 

Now  there  are  but  few  persons  who  feel  an 
indivi  lual  interest  in  this  matter.  They  look  to 
the  permanency  of  these  institutions  and  the 
good  of  the  state.  That  is  the  way  the  people 
throughout  the  state  must  regard  this  matter. 
All  who  are  not  carried  away  by  captious  feel- 
ings, or  have  some  selfish  interest  in  this  matter, 
must  view  it  in  this  light. 

Is  there  a  better  time  and  place  to  close  this 
controversy  than  the  present  ?  That  is  the  first 
question  to  be  answered.  If  we  turn  this  mat- 
ter over  to  the  legislature  it  will  be  a  subject  of 
constant  agitation  there,  and  these  institutions 
cannot  flourish.  They  will  not  be  what  they 
ought  to  be,  or  what  they  can  become,  while 
this  matter  is  unsettled. 

So  far  as  the  seat  of  government  is  concerned, 
that  is  of  minor  importance  m  my  mind.  Here 
is  the  state  university,  with  an  endowment  of 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  ;  means 
enough,  with  that  kind  of  support  and  culture 
which  it  should  receive  from  the  state,  to  build 
all  its  necessary  edifices,  and  educate  a  large 
number  af  the  youths  of  the  state.  In  what 
condition  is  that  institution  at  this  time  ?  We 
have  the  money  at  interest,  and  are  paying  out 
five  thousand  or  six  thousand  dollars  each  year; 
and  where  does  it  go?  I  believe  that  Des  Moines 
has  three  institutions  of  learning,  either  of 
which  is  as  high  in  respect  to  character  and 
standing  as  the  University  of  Iowa,  which  is 
endowed  with  seventy-two  townships  of  land, 
sold,  and  the  money  out  at  interest.  We  have  a 
catalogue  of  ofiicers,  of  distinguished  men,  but 
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thev  never  come  here.  They  reside  away  from 
here,  but  never  come  here  to  lecture  in  the  in- 
stitution. 

This  State  University  is  but  an  idea  yet. 
Now,  locate  that  institution  ;  place  it  where  it 
shall  remain  permanently,  and  let  the  benign 
iutluence  of  this  fund  that  we  have,  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  it.  Let  those  gentlemen  who  have 
accepted  professorships  and  offices  in  that  insti- 
tution, come  here  and  use  their  attainments  and 
abilities  for  the  benefit  of  our  youths.  They 
will  not  come  until  there  are  means  provided 
through  which  they  can  exert  their  useful  influ- 
ence ;  they  will  not  come  until  preparations 
have  been  made  and  the  youths  of  tl, e  State  in- 
vited and  collected  here  for  their  instruction. 
They  will  not  come  here  and  go  into  the  little 
hovel  that  is  all  that  the  university  has  here. 

You  gain  one  year  by  the  establishment  of 
this  university  by  a  constitutional  provision, 
and  that  is  a  great  deal ;  you  get  its  advantages 
one  year  sooner.  Suppose  you  have  doubled 
the  money  belonging  to  the  university.  Have 
you  derived  any  benefit  from  it?  Wherein? 
It  is  now  being  wasted,  as  we  are  all  aware. 

I  have  not  given  this  subject  much  considera- 
tion; but  it  appears  to  uie  that  we  ought  to 
pursue  some  course  in  order  to  give  permanen- 
cy and  character  to  this  institution,  and  those 
engaged  in  its  management,  in  order  that  our 
people  may  know  where  to  send  their  sons  to 
be  educated,  and  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
institution  may  know  M'hat  means  they  will 
have  to  prosecute  this  great  work.  It  is  time 
that  something  of  this  kind  was  done.  We  have 
lived  long  enough  with  merely  the  word  "uni- 
versity "  upon  our  statute  book.  It  is  time  that 
we  should  do  something,  so  that  the  university 
may  go  on  with  the  means  which  it  has,  and 
use  them  for  the  purposes,  and  in  the  manner, 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

The  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,] 
undertakes  to  frighten  us  with  the  threat  that 
the  people  of  his  portion  of  the  state  will  vote 
ngi.iast  the  constitution  if  you  do  not  keep  the 
eeat  of  government  for  four  or  five  years  longer 
in  Iowa  City,  and  continue  the  university  in  a 
state  of  nonentity.  It  may  be  that  his  con- 
stituents are  of  that  character;  it  is  possible 
that  they  are.  But  I  think  they  will  take  the 
sober  second  thought,  and  look  upon  the  fact  it- 
self as  of  more  import  ince  than  the  mere  de- 
claration of  it.  I  believe  they  will  regard  the 
establishment  and  permanency  of  this  institu- 
tion as  of  more  importance  than  to  have  it  in  a 
continual  state  of  fluctuation  and  indecision. 

I  will  say  candidly,  that  if  I  had  my  choice  in 
this  matter,  I  would  never  vote  to  have  this  uni- 
versity located  in  Iowa  City.  I  bcdieve  the  live 
sections  of  land  in  Monroe  county  are  worth 
more  than  all  Iowa  City  ever  will  be,  so  far  as 
benefit  to  the  university  is  concerned.  You  can 
build  up  a  better  neighborhood  there,  erect  bet- 
ter buildings,  and  the  people  will  more  freely 
send  their  children  there,  than  would  l>o  tlie 
case  here,  and  looking  forward  to  the  many  years 


that  this  institution  will  be  the  educational  cen- 
ter of  the  stale,  I  would  rather  have  it  go  there 
than  to  remain  here.  But  I  am  not  going  to  set 
up  my  individual  opinion  against  the  express- 
ed wishes  of  the  people,  and  in  a  general  squab- 
ble have  no  institution  at  all. 

It  is  proposed  to  let  this  matter  be  submitted 
to  the  people.  If  that  is  done  there  will  be  a 
half  a  dozen  contestants  for  each  of  these  insti- 
tutions. I  can  never  consent  to  have  the  matter 
go  the  people  as  it  is  presented  here.  I  do  not 
want  it  presented  to  the  people  in  such  a  way 
that  they  cannot  decide  upon  any  point  the}' 
please,  and  have  the  question  up  in  such  a  way 
that  it  would  take  ten  years  to  settle  it.  The 
friends  of  the  institution  would  not  know  what 
to  do  in  the  matter.  They  would  see  it  upon  the 
hustings  all  over  the  state,  all  mixed  up  with 
politics.  The  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr. 
Clark],  has  already  told  you  that  it  is  now  so 
mixed  up  with  politics  in  his  section  of  the 
state,  th:it  his  people  will  forego  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  other  amendments  of  the  constitution, 
if  this  subject  is  incorporated  in  it.  Now  if 
we  find  this  so  "in  the  green  tree,  what  wiU  it 
be  in  the  dry  ?" 

There  will  be  enough  of  people  in  this  state 
who  will  vote  for  the  constitution,  if  this  institu- 
tion is  permanently  located  by  a  provision  in  it, 
even  if  others  will  forego  all  the  benefit  of  the 
other  acts  on  that  account. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  We  want  to  adjourn  to-morrow 
night,  and  start  for  home  the  next  day,  and  we 
can  do  that  if  we  will  go  to  work,  and  not 
talk  all  the  time.  I  therefore  call  the  previous 
question. 

Pending  the  call  for  the  previous  question, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JIARVIN— 

The  convention  took  a  recess  until  this  after- 
noon at  2  o'clock. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

The  convention  re-assemblcd  at  2  o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  consideration  of  the  article  on  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Capitol  and  State  University  was  re- 
sumed. 

The  pending  question  was  a  substitute  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  to  submit  the 
matter  to  a  vote  of  the  people,  as  a  question 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  constitution. 

Upon  this — 

ISIr.  SKIFF  had  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  pending  when  the  convention 
took  a  recess. 

The  call  for  the  previous  queition  had  been 
seconded,  and  the  question  was — 

"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  TRAKR.  I  would  request  the  gentleman 
from  Jasper  [.Mr.  Skiff]  to  withdraw  his  call  for 
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the  previous  question  for  a  moment,  so  that  I 
may  submit  an  amendment  which  I  desire  to 
offer,  and  which  I  have  bad  no  opportunity  of 
doing  as  yet. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  like  to  hear  first  what 
the  amendment  is. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  desire,  if  we  are  to  commence 
locating  these  institutions,  to  make  provision 
for  locating  them  all. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  cannot  withdraw  my  call  for 
the  previous  question  for  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Jasper  [Mr.  Skiff]  would  withdraw  his  call  for 
the  previous  question  for  a  few  moments.  I  de- 
sire to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Davis  [Mr. 
Palmer],  who  offered  the  proposition  now  pend- 
ing before  us,  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  If  I 
recollect  rightly,  this  question  was  before  the 
committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  and  that 
gentleman  there  seemed  to  think  that  a  provi- 
sion to  locate  these  institutions  would  have  a 
tendency  to  weigh  down  the  constitution.  I 
would  like  to  hear  his  reasons  for  this  change 
of  opinion  on  his  part. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  If  the  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  withdrawn,  we  may  spend  all  the  after- 
noon in  the  farther  discussion  of  this  subject. 
Consequently,  I  must  insist  upon  my  call  for  the 
previous  question ;  the  convention  can  do  as 
they  see  fit. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  a  call  of  the 
convention,  which  was  ordered. 

The  secretary  then  called  the  roll,  with  the 
following  result ;  present  34,  absent  2,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Present — The  President,Messrs.Ayres,Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollings- 
worth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wil- 
son and  Young. 

Absent — Messrs.  Cotton  and  Winchester. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  that  Mr.  Cotton  was 
absent  under  leave. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  Mr.  Winchester  be 
excused.  He  has  gone  to  Muscatine  on  business, 
as  I  understand. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  move  to  amend 
that  motion  to  the  effect  that  I  may  be  excused 
from  attendance  upon  this  convention. 

The  amendment  did  not  receive  a  second. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  excuse 
Mr.  Winchester  for  non-attendance. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  move  that  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  TRAER.  This  is  a  question  in  which, 
above  all  others,  Mr.  Winchester  is  interested, 
and  I  know  it  is  his  desire  to  be  here  when  the 

118 


vote  is  taken  upon  it.  I  hope  the  motion  to  ex- 
cuse him,  without  his  request,  will  not  be 
adopted.  I  do  not  understand  that  any  gentle- 
man here  has  a  right  to  ask  that  a  member  be 
excused,  without  his  request. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  heard  Mr.  Winchester  say  that 
he  was  going  home;  that  he  would  not  wait 
upon  this  question  any  longer,  but  would  take 
the  responsibility  of  going  away  r  ow. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  dispensing 
with  further  proceedings  under  the  call,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Before  the  main  question  is 
ordered  to  be  put,  I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  As  I  am  the  author  of  the  pending 
proposition,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  more  appro- 
priate for  me  to  make  such  an  explanation, 
than  it  would  be  for  any  other  member  whose 
motives  have  been  impugned. 

It  has  been  insinuated,  either  in  this  conven- 
tion, or  out  of  it,  that  I  have  changed  my  po- 
sition since  this  question  first  arose,  from  being 
a  violent  opponent  to  this  measure,  to  being  a 
warm  advocate  of  it.  This  is  not  so.  I  have 
ever  been  in  favor  of  locating  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment where  it  is  now  fixed  by  law.  I  thought 
the  matter  was  settled.  I  had  no  idea,  before  I 
came  to  this  convention,  that  this  question 
would  be  raised  here  at  all.  I  knew  the  people 
of  my  section  of  the  State  were  in  favor  of  the 
location  of  the  State  Capitol  in  accordance  with 
the  action  of  the  legislature  upon  that  subject, 
and  that  they  supposed  it  was  permanently  fixed 
there.  It  was  also  understood,  I  believe,  that 
the  public  buildings  here  in  Iowa  City,  which 
are  so  valuable,  would  be  put  to  some  use,  and 
that  they  could  not  be  put  to  a  better  use  than 
the  purposes  of  the  State  University. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  committee  on  miscella- 
neous subjects,  to  which  I  belonged,  I  did  as- 
sent to  the  report  being  brought  in  here,  with- 
out anything  being  said  upon  the  capitol  ques- 
tion at  all.  I  never  assented  thall  the  capitol 
question  should  be  agitated  in  any  way,  for  I 
supposed  it  would  undoubtedly  remain  as  pre- 
viously settled  by  law.  But  it  has  been  inti- 
mated here,  it  has  been  stated  in  various  quar- 
ters, that  that  question  was  not  yet  settled.  I 
suppose  that  the  understanding  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  passed  by  unnoticed  here,  was  in 
consequence  of  the  belief  that  it  was  already 
settled  by  law.  But  the  suggestion  that  there 
was  no  certainty  that  it  was  yet  settled,  may 
have  changed  the  views  of  some  members  as  to 
the  necessity  of  incorporating  some  provision  in 
this  constitution  which  may  settle  it. 

During  the  ten  years  that  I  have  been  in  this 
State,  this  question  has  been  continually  before 
the  legislature.  I  am  in  favor  of  settling  it  now, 
if  it  has  not  yet  been  settled.  And  it  was  with 
that  view  that  I  introduced  this  article.  I  be- 
lieve it  should  be  settled,  as  the  people,  through 
their  representatives   in  the  legislature,  on  dif- 


934 


LOCATION  OF  THE  CAPITOL  AND  UNIVERSITY.      [37t,h  Day. 


Tuesday] 


BUNKER— CLARKE,  of  J.— CLARK— YOUNG— EDWARDS— HALL. 


[91  arch  Sd 


ferent  occasions,  and  at  difiFerent  sessions  of  the 
legislature,  have  intimated  that  it  should  be 
settled. 

I  believe  that  what  I  have  introduced  here 
•will  not  prove  in  any  way  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  of  this  place,  when  I  pro- 
vide in  my  proposition  that  the  State  Univer- 
sity should"  be  permanently  located  in  this  place, 
anil  the  capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  leaving  the 
other  institutions  to  be  settled  hereafter.  It 
was  not  with  any  persowal  views  that  1  raised 
this  question  here.  It  was  after  consultation 
with  members  of  this  convention,  and  with  their 
approval,  that  I  introduced  it.  I  claim  to  have 
been  intiueuced  by  just  as  honest  and  patriotic 
motives,  in  what  1  did,  as  any  other  members 
upon  this  floor  can  be. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  had  no  intention  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Davis  [Mr. 
Palmer,]  in  any  respect,  in  the  remarks  that  I 
made.  But  I  understood  him,  in  his  arguments 
before  the  committee,  to  be  opposed  upon  prin- 
ciple to  this  measure,  upon  the  ground  that  a 
provision  locating  these  institutions  would  act  as 
a  dead  weight  upon  the  constitution,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  might  be  defeated  before  the 
people.  I  understood  the  gentleman  then  as 
taking  that  ground,  and  I  only  desired  an  ex- 
planation of  his  change  of  position. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  main 
question  to  be  put. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  main  question  was  ordered;  yeas  19, 
nays  15,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke  of  Ilenry,  Day, 
Edwards,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Mall,  Harris,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patter- 
son, Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon  and 
Todhunter. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Aliimakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Emer- 
son, (iowor.  Gray,  Marvin,  Peters,  Scott,  Traer, 
■\Yarren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

The  first  question  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  Johnson,  to  sub.stitutc  for  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  following: 

"The  question  of  locating  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment at  l3es  Moines  City,  and  the  Slate  Uiiivcr- 
sity  at  Iowa  City,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, as  a  separate  proposition,  at  the  same  time 
the  vcte  is  taken  ujion  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  if  a  majority  oi'  the  votes  cast  at 
said  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  that  proi)Osi- 
tion,  the  said  institutions  shall  be  so  located." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas 
11,  nays  23,  as  follows: 


Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke,  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Emerson, 
Gower,  Gray,  Scott,  Traer  and  Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Day, 
Edwards,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Johnston,  .Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Skifl', 
Solomon,  Todhunter,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  when  his  name 
was  called,  said : 

I  vote  "aye,"  under  protest.  I  am  opposed 
to  having  this  subject  in  the  constitution  at  all. 
But  if  we  must  have  it,  I  prefer  to  have  it  in 
this  form. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered — 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  article 
to  a  third  reading,  and  referring  it  to  the  com- 
n.ittee  on  revision,  engrossment  and  enroll- 
ment. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  YOUNG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  article  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
referred  accordingly ;  yeas  20,  nays  15,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall, 
Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhunter  and  Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gower,  Gray, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Peters,  Scott,  Traer,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Education  and  School  Lands. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  move  that  the  convention 
proceed  to  consider,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
school  lands. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  amend  that  motion  so 
that  the  convention  consider  that  report  with- 
out going  into  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.   EDWARDS.     Very  well— I  have  no  oh-     i 
jection ;  1  accept  the  amendment.  I 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  as  mod- 
ified was  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  education  and 
school  lands — being  the  last  report  made  by  that 
committee — was  then  taken  up  and  read,  as 
heretofore  published. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  consider 
that  report  by  sections. 

Board  of  Education. 

The  first  section  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"Section   1.    The  educational  interest  of  the 
State,   to    include    common    schools    and   other 
educational    institutions,    shall   be   under    the 
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management  of  a  Board  of  Education,  which 
shall  consist  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who 
shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Board,  and 
have  the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  one 
member  to  be  elected  from  each  judicial  district 
in  the  State." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  rise  to  inquire  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  submit  a  substitute  for  this 
report? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  proper  course  of 
proceeding  would  be  to  proceed  to  amend  this 
report  first;  when  that  is  done,  a  substitute  for 
this  report  as  amended  could  be  offered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  state,  in  addition  to 
the  inquiry,  that  I  am  opposed  to  this  article,  as 
reported  from  the  committee  ;  and  I  desire  to 
move  a  substitute  for  it,  in  order  to  get  a  test 
vote  of  the  convention  in  relation  to  it.  If  the 
convention  determine,  by  a  majority  vote,  to  re- 
ject the  system  which  I  propose  to  offer  as  a 
substitute,  which  will  be  the  minority  report  of 
the  committee  on  education  and  school  lands,  I 
shall  feel  like  giving  up  the  contest.  I  thinli 
the  report  of  the  majority  is  too  cumbersome, 
and  goes  too  much  into  detail. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  inclined  to 
entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Jef- 
ferson [Mr.  Wilson]. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  substitu- 
ting the  former  minority  report  of  the  committee 
on  education  and  school  lands  for  the  majority 
report  of  the  committee  as  last  made. 

The  majority  report  was  read,  as  follows  : 

"Section  1.  The  educational  interests  of  the 
state,  to  include  common  schools  and  other  edu- 
cational institutions,  shall  be  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  board  of  education,  which  shall  con- 
sist of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  shall  be 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  board,  and  have  the 
casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  one  member 
to  be  elected  from  each  judicial  district  in  the 
state. 

"Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a 
member  of  said  board  who  shall  not  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  one 
year  a  citizen  of  the  state. 

"  Sec.  3.  One  member  of  said  board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  hold  the  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified.  After  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  board  shall  be  divided,  as  near- 
ly as  practicable,  into  two  equal  classes,  and 
the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  after 
the  expiration  of  two  years  ;  and  one-half  of 
the  board  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years  there- 
after. 

"Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  after  their 
election  ;  after  which  the  board  may  fix  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting.  No  regular  session  of  the 
board  shall  be  held  during  the  time  the  general 
assembly  may  be  in  session. 


Sec.  5.  The  session  of  the  board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  any  one  year,  except  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  two-thirds  of  the  board,  the  Governor 
may  order  a  special  session. 

"  Sec.  6.  The  board  of  education  shall  ap- 
point a  secretary,  who  shall  be  the  executive 
officer  of  the  board,  and  perform  such  duties  as 
may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  board,  and  the 
laws  of  the  state.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  published  and 
distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals 
of  the  general  assembly. 

"  Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
the  board  shall  be  published  and  distributed  to 
the  several  counties,  townships,  and  school  dis- 
tricts, as  may  be  provided  for  by  the  board,  and 
when  so  passed,  published,  and  distributed,  they 
shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

"Sec.  8.  The  board  of  education  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to 
common  schools,  and  other  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, that  are  instituted  to  receive  aid  from  the 
school  or  university  fund  of  this  state:  Provided, 
that  all  acts,  rules,  and  regulations  of  said  Board 
may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  by  the 
general  assembly  ;  and  when  so  altered,  amend- 
ed, or  repealed,  they  shall  not  be  re-enacted  by 
the  board  of  education. 

Sec.  9.  The  governor  of  the  state  shall  be, 
ex  officio^  a  member  of  said  board. 

Sec.  10.  The  board  shall  not  have  power  to 
levy  taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money. 
The  contingent  exf  enses  shall  be  provided  for 
by  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  11.  The  state  university  shall  consist 
of  a  single  institution,  and  the  university  fund 
shall  be  applied  to  that  institution,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  12.  The  board  of  education  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  all  the  youths  of  the 
state,  through  a  system  of  schools.  A  school 
shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each  school  dis- 
trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Any 
district  failing,  for  two  consecutive  years,  to  or- 
ganize and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be  deprived 
of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund,    f 

Sec.  13.  The  board  of  education  shall  receive 
the  same  per  diem  and  mileage  during  the  time 
of  their  session,  as  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly ;  and,  for  other  services,  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  board  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business; 
Provided,  no  rule,  regulation  or  law,  for  the  reg- 
ulation and  governmeut  of  the  school  or  educa- 
tional system  shall  pass  without  the  concurrence 
of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  board, 
which  shall  be  expressed  by  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  final  passage.  The  style  of  all  acts  of 
the  board  shall  be,  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  board 
of  education  of  the  state  of  Iowa." 
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Sec.  15.  At  any  time  after  the  year  1865, 
the  general  assembly,  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
concurring,  shall  have  power  to  supersede  or 
re-organize  said  board  of  education,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  educational  interest  of  the  state  in 
any  other  mauner  that  to  them  shall  seem  best 
and  proper. 

School  Funds  and  School  Lands. 


Sec.  1.  The  educational  and  school  funds 
and  lands  shall  be  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state. 

Sec.  2.  The  university  lands,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  all  moneys  belonging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  state  university.  The  interest  arising 
from  the  same  i-hall  be  annually  appropriated 
for  the  support  and  beueht  of  said  university. 

Sec.  3.  The  general  assembly  shall  encour- 
age, by  all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  in- 
tellectual, scientific,  moral  and  agricultural  im- 
provement. The  proceeds  of  all  lauds  that  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  this  state,  for  the  support  of  schools, 
"which  shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  disposed  of, 
and  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
granted  to  the  new  states,  under  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  several  states  of  the  Union, 
approved  A.  D.  1841,  and  all  estates  of  deceased 
persons  who  may  have  died  without  leaving  a 
will  or  heir,  and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be 
granted  by  Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this 
state,  shall  be,  and  remain,  a  perpetual  fund, 
the  interest  of  which,  together  with  all  rents  of 
the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means  as  the 
general  assembly  may  provide,  shall  be  inviola- 
bly appropriated  to  the  support  of  common 
schools  throughout  the  state. 

Sec.  4.  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  bj- 
persons  as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from 
military  duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines 
collected  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach 
of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  apj)lied, 
in  the  several  counties  in  which  such  money  is 
paid,  or  fines  collected,  among  the  several  school 
districts  of  said  counties,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths  subject  to  enumeration  in 
such  districts,  to  the  su^iport  of  common  schools, 
or  the  establishment  of  libraries,  as  the  board 
of  education  shall,  from  time  to  time  provide. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  reserved  or  grunted  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  ot  er  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
tere.^it  of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  said  University,  for  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture, the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized 


by  the  terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  provide  etlectual  means  for  the  improve- 
ment and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of 
said  University. 

Sec.  6.  The  financial  agents  of  the  school 
funds  shall  be  the  same,  that  bylaw,  receive  and 
control  the  State  and  county  revenue,  for  other 
civil  purposes,  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  common  schools,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty  one  years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

The  substitute  was  read  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
Nide  for  the  election  or  uppointment  of  a  Board 
of  Education,  to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons, 
who  shall  be  the  Trustees  of  the  University,  and 
shall  have  the  general  charge  and  control  of  ed- 
ucation in  the  State.  They  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Board,  who  shall  be 
their  execut  ve  agent,  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board  of 
Education  or  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  Knowledge  and  learning,  generally 
diffused  throughout  a  community,  being  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  a  free  government,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
encourage,  by  all  suitable  means,  moral,  intel- 
lectual, scientific,  and  agricultural  improvements, 
and  to  provide  by  law  for  a  general  and  uniform 
system  of  common  schools,  wherein  tuition  shall 
be  without  charge,  and  equally  open  to  all.  The 
proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or  here- 
after may  be,  granted  by  the  United  States  to 
this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools,  which  shall 
hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to  the 
new  States,  under  an  act  of  Congi'ess  distribut- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  1)., 
1841,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  jiersons,  who 
may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will  or  heir, 
and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by 
Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State,  shall 
be  and  remain  a  jieriietual  fund,  the  interest  of 
which,  togetlier  with  all  the  rents  of  the  unsold 
lands,  and  such  other  means  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appro- 
priated to  the  support  of  Common  Schools 
throughout  the  estate. 

Sec.  3.  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by 
persons  as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from 
military  duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines 
collected  in  the  several  counties,  for  any  breach 
of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied, 
in  the  several  counties  in  which  such  money  is 
paid  or  fine  collected,  among  the  several  school 
districts  of  said  counties,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  such  districts,  to  the 
support  of  common  schools,  or  the  establishment 
of  libraries,  as  the  General  Assembly  shall,  from 
lime  to  time,  proviilc  bylaw. 
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Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  reserved  or  granted  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  a  University  ;  and  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  other  source,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  said  University,  with  such  branches  as  the 
public  convenience  may  hereafter  demand,  for 
the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, as  may  be  authorized  by  the  terms  of  such 
grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  effec- 
tual means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent 
security  of  the  funds  of  said  University. 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitute. 

Mr.  HALL.  This  very  same  substitute  has 
been  offered  two  or  three  times  before,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  in  the  convention. 
The  report  for  which  it  is  offered,  comes  to  us 
with  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands,  which 
committee  consists  now  of  the  old  committee, 
and  two  additional  members.  I  do  not  desire 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  this  subject,  and 
shall,  therefore,  say  nothing  farther  on  this  mat- 
ter . 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  feel  under  the  necessity  of 
saying,  in  explanation  of  the  vote  I  shall  prob- 
ably give,  that  while  in  my  signature  to  this  re- 
port of  the  committee,  I  have  stated  that  I  sign- 
ed it  "as  a  compromise,"  and,  therefore,  inti- 
mated that  it  was  not  exactly  what  I  desired, 
still  I  shall  vote  to  sustain  it.  I  am  not  entire- 
ly satisfied  with  it.  But  I  have  investigated 
this  subject  more  than  any  other  qu  a  ion  here, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  a  majority  of  this  con- 
vention are  in  favor  of  a  board  of  education  of 
some  kind,  and  the  great  probability  is,  from 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  that  a  majority 
of  the  convention  are  in  favor  of  a  board  of  edu- 
cation, as  provided  for  here.  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred, myself,  to  have  left  the  details  to  be  set- 
tled by  the  legislature.  But  it  having  been 
urged  upon  me  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
some  compromise  in  order  to  produce  some  har- 
mony of  action  here,  and  as  the  labors  of  the 
convention  were  drawing  to  a  close,  and  we 
were  upon  the  eve  of  adjournment,  I  was  inclin- 
ed to  give  up  my  preferences,  and  go  for  this 
report.     I  shall,  therefore,  vote  to  sustain  it. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  substitute. 

Upon  this  question — 

I^Ir.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were    accordingly    ordered. 

The  question  being  then  tfl,ken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  substitute  was  not  agreed  to.  Yeas 
12,  nays  '21,  as  follows  : 

Yeas.— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Gowcr,  Gray,  Scott,  Traer,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  Youns:. 


Nays. — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Emer- 
son, Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston, 
Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters, Price, 
Robinson,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter  and 
Warren. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  first  section 
of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

No  amendment  being  offered  thereto, 

Affe  of  Members  of  the  Board. 

Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
said  board  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  one  year  a  citizen 
of  the  state." 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"twenty-five,"  and  insert  the  words  '  twentj-one." 

Mr.  HALL.  That  question  has  already  been 
voted  upon,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  are 
now  upon  our  journal.  I  would  inquire  if  it  is 
in  order  to  submit  this  motion  again. 

Mr.  TRAER,  I  understand  that  this  report 
is  now  upon  its  second  reading,  and  open  to 
amendment.  It  was  read  the  first  time  on  yes- 
terdaj'-,  and  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  taken 
up  for  the  action  of  the  convention  upon  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  willing  to  meet  a  fair  and 
reasonable  hostility,  but  I  do  not  want  too  many 
editions  of  the  same  kind.  We  have  had  this 
once,  and  I  think  that  is  enough. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  read  his 
reasons  for  entertaining  this  amendment.  The 
Chair  would  call  the  attention  of  the  convention 
to  chapter  XIV  of  Cushing's  Manual,  sections 
250,  251,  252  and  253  ;  which  read   as  follows  : 

"  It  is  a  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  up- 
on which  many  of  the  rules  and  proceedings  pre- 
viously stated  are  founded,  that  when  a  question 
has  been  once  put  to  a  deliberative  assembly,  and 
decided,  whether  in  the  affirmative  or  negative, 
that  decision  is  the  judgment  of  the  assembly, 
and  cannot  be  again  brought  into  question. 

"This principle  holds  equally,  although  the 
question  proposed  is  not  the  identical  question 
which  has  already  been  decided,  but  only  its 
equivalent  ;  as,  for  example,  where  the  negative 
of  one  question  amounts  to  the  affirmative  of  the 
other,  and  leaves  no  other  alternative.  The  ques- 
tions are  the  equivalents  of  one  another,  and  a 
decision  of  the  one  necessarily  concludes  the 
other. 

"A  common  application  of  the  rule  as  to 
equivalent  questions  occurs  in  the  case  of  an 
amendment  proposed  by  striking  out  words  ;  in 
which  it  is  the  invariable  practice  to  consider 
the  negative  of  striking  out  as  equivalent  to  the 
affirmative  of  agreeing ;  so  that  to  put  a  ques- 
tion on  agreeing,  after  a  question  on  striking 
out  is  negatived,  would  be,  in  effect,  to  put  the 
same  question  twice  over. 

"  The  principle  above  stated  does  not  apply  so 
as  to  prevent  putting  the  same  question  in  the 
diflerent  stages  of  any  proceeding,  as,  for  exam- 
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pie,  in  legislative  bodies,  the  different  stages  of  a 
bill ;  so,  in  considering  reports  of  commiliees,  gnes- 
tions  already  taken  and  decided,  be/ore  the  subject 
was  referred,  may  be  again  proposed ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  orders  of  the  assembly,  and  instruc- 
tions, or  references  to  committees,  may  be  dis- 
charged or  rtsciuded." 

The  question  was  stated  to  b<;  upon  the  motion 
to  strike  out  and  insert. 

Mr  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  move  a  division 
of  the  question,  so  that  it  may  be  taken  first 
upon  striking  out.  I  am  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  words  '•  twenty-five,''  but  I  desire  to  insert  a 
higher  number. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  dividing  the 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert,  it  was  not  agreed 
to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to 
strikeout  the  words  "twenty-five,"  and  insert 
"twenty-one." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  TRAER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  was 
not  agreed  to ;  yeas  8,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of 
Henry,  Peters,  Scott,  Seely,  Solomon,  Traer  and 
■Wilson, 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris, 
Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Price,  Rob- 
inson, Skill',  Todhunter,  Warren,  Winchester  and 
Young. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Terms  and  Classification  of  Members. 

Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"One  member  of  said  Board  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district,  and 
shall  hold  the  office  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified. 
After  the  first  election  under  this  Constitution, 
the  Hoard  shall  be  divided,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable, into  two  equal  classes,  and  the  seats  of 
the  first  clas.s  shall  be  vacated  after  the  expira- 
tion of  two  years  ;  and  one-half  of  the  Board 
shall  be  chosen  every  two  years  thereafter." 
No  amendment  being  oU'ered  to  this  section — 

Sessions  of  the  Board. 

Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"The  first  session  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  be  held  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  on  the 
first  .Monday  of  December,  after  their  election  ; 
after  wliich  the  Hoard  may  fix  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting.  No  regular  session  of  the  Board 
shall  be  held  during  the  time  the  Gcnerivl  As- 
sembly may  be  iu  session." 


No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  session  of  the  Board  shall  be  limited  to 
twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall  be  held 
in  any  one  year,  except  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, when,  upon  the  recommendation  ot  two 
thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  may  order  a 
special  session." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Secretary  of  the  Board. 

Section  six  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  appoint  a 
Secretary,  who  shall  be  the  executive  officer  of 
the  Board,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board,  and  the  laws  of 
the  State.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their 
proceedings,  which  shall  be  published  and  dis- 
tributed in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Board. 

Section  seven  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"All  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Board 
shall  be  published  and  distributed  to  the  several 
counties,  townships,  and  school  districts,  as  may 
be  provided  for  by  the  Hoard,  and  when  so 
passed,  published,  and  distributed,  they  shall 
have  the  force  and  efl'ect  of  law." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"as  may  be  provided  for  by  the  board."  I  would 
have  the  law  compel  the  board  to  distribute 
their  rules  and  regulations  to  the  school  dis- 
tricts. If  they  are  left  to  do  as  they  pie  ise,  they 
may  be  negligent,  and  distribute  their  rules  to 
counties  only,  and  enforce  those  thus  distributed 
upon  the  districts.  I  want  to  have  it  obligatory 
upon  them  to  distribute  to  each  district  their 
rules  and  regulations,  and  then,  after  their  dis- 
tribution, it  would  be  no  more  than  proper  that 
the  districts  should  be  holden  bound  by  them. 
But  if  we  leave  it  distinctly  to  them  to  distri- 
bute them  as  they  see  fit,  it  will  be  giving  them 
loo  much  discretion.  I,  therefore,  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  "as  may  be  provided  for  by 
the  board." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  thiuk  the  gentleman  from 
Clayton  [Mr.  Scott,]  is  mistaken  in  the  con- 
struction lie  puts  upon  the  words  "as  may  bo 
provided  for  h-f  the  board."  I  think  they  refer 
to  the  rules  and  regulations,  and  not  the  pub- 
lishing and  distributing  of  them. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  not  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section — 
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Poioers  of  the  Board. 

SeQtioQ  eight  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"The  Board  of  Education  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  Com- 
mon Schools,  and  other  institutions  of  learning, 
that  are  instituted,  to  receive  aid  from  the 
Schooler  University  fund  of  this  State;  Pro- 
vided, that  all  acts,  rules,  and  regulations  of 
said  Board  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed 
by  the  General  Assembly ;  and  when  so  altered, 
amended,  or  repealed,  they  shall  not  be  re-en- 
acted by  the  Board  of  Education." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  section — 

The  Governor  a  Member  of  the  Board. 

Section  nine  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  be,  ex  officio, 
a  member  of  said  Board." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  section — 

Raising  and  Appropriating  Money. 

Section  ten  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  board  shall  not  have  power  to  levy  taxes 
or  make  appropriations  of  money.  The  contin- 
gent expenses  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly." 

Bowers  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  desire  to  offer  a 
substitute  for  sections  five,  six,  seven,  eight  and 
ten.     Those  sections  read  as  follows  : 

"  Sec.  5.  The  session  of  the  board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  any  one  year,  except  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  two-thirds  of  the  board,  the  Governor 
may  order  a  special  session. 

"  Sec.  6.  The  board  of  education  shall  appoint 
a  secretary;  who  shall  be  the  executive  officer  of 
the  board,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  board,  and  the  laws  of 
the  state.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their 
proceedings,  which  shall  be  published  and  dis- 
tributed in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals  of 
the  general  assembly. 

"  Sec.  ^.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
the  board  shall  be  published  and  distributed  to 
the  several  counties,  townships,  and  school  dis- 
tricts, as  may  be  provided  for  by  the  board,  and 
when  so  passed,  published  and  distributed,  they 
shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

"Sec.  8.  The  board  of  education  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to 
common  schools,  and  other  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, that  are  instituted,  to  receive  aid  from  tie 
school  or  university  fund  of  this  state  ;  Provid- 
ed, that  all  acts,  rules  and  regulations  of  said 
board  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  by 
the  general   assembly;   and  when   so  altered, 


amended  or  repealed,  they  shall  not  be  re- 
enacted  by  the  board  of  education. 

"Sec.  10.  The  board  shall  not  have  power  to 
levy  taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money. 
The  contingent  expenses  shall  be  provided  for 
by  the  general  assembly." 

I  move  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 
foregoing  sections : 

"The  powers,  duties  and  compensation  of  the 
board  shall  be  such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law." 

As  I  have  before  intimated,  I  have  objections 
to  this  article  as  reported  hy  the  committee. 
The  object  of  a  constitutional  provision  is  to 
give  stability  and  permanency,  to  settle  the 
principles  upon  which  the  legislature,  the  courts, 
and  other  tribunals,  in  fact,  all  the  machinery 
of  the  state,  shall  act.  If  we  have  an  object  in 
view  at  all,  in  going  through  all  this  mass  of 
legislation  in  the  constitution,  it  is  to  fix  and 
establish  a  permanent  and  efficient  school  sys- 
tem. And  no  gentleman  can  get  up  here  and 
offer  any  other  good  reason  why  this  article 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  constitution. 

I  say  the  object  claimed  is  to  give  permanency 
and  efficiency  to  our  school  system.  And  yet, 
as  if  conscious  of  the  imperfections  that  are  all 
through  the  article  reported  here,  as  if  conscious 
of  the  temerity  of  the  attempt  at  this  time  to 
provide  for  this  state  a  school  system,  gentlemen 
come  in  here  with  this  report,  and  present  us 
with  a  sort  of  salvo,  a  something  that  we  can 
fall  back  upon,  and  say  that  although  the  sys- 
tem provided  here  may  work  evil,  there  is  a  rem- 
edy for  that  evil  in  the  final  action  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  that  after  the  year  1865  the  general 
assembly  may  abolish  this  whole  system  and  set 
some  other,  machinery  in  motion.  In  that  way 
gentlemen  destroy  the  only  argument  they  have 
brought  forward  here  why  we  should  incorporate 
this  article  into  the  constitution  ;  they  thus  take 
from  it  that  constitutional  stability  they  say  is 
so  desirable  ;  they  make  it  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  legislature,  as  to  whether  it  shall  con- 
tinue after  the  year  1865.  They  have  done  no- 
thing more  here  than  our  last  general  assembly 
would  have  done,  if  they  had  passed  the  school 
bill  as  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Mann  and  the  other 
school  commissioners. 

What  I  object  to  is  that,  with  so  little  time  aa 
we  have  left  us,  we  should  undertake  to  mature 
this  system  in  all  its  details.  We  are  assuming 
too  much  in  attempting  to  fix  this  matter  by 
constitutional  provisions,  in  attempting  to  fore- 
stall the  legislature  and  create  here  a  board  to 
which  we  are  to  give  legislative  powers,  and 
proceeding  to  prescribe  their  duties  and  com- 
pensation ;  thus  taking  away  from  the  general 
assembly  the  duties  they  should  properly  per- 
form. 

What  do  gentlemen  propose  to  do?  They 
come  in  here,  and  while  all  the  people  of  the 
State  are  suffering  the  evil  consequences  of  the 
recent  action  of  the  school  officer  of  this  State, 
while    public  opinion  is   excited   against  that 
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ofiBcer,  who  was  created  by  the  former  constitu- 
tioa  of  this  State,  they  seize  hold  of  this  desire 
to  rectify  the  evil  he  has  done,  and  tbey  go  to 
the  other  extreme.  These  gentlemen  remind  me 
of  a  fable  recorded  by  -Esod,  from  which  I  think 
they  might  draw  wisdom.  The  story  is  told  of 
a  fox  tipon  whom  a  swarm  of  Hies  had  settled, 
and  were  sucking  his  lile-blood  from  him.  A 
friendly  swallow  came  up  to  him,  and  offered 
bis  assistance  to  drive  away  the  flies.  "'No,'" 
says  the  fox,  "let  them  alone,  I  pray  you  ;  for 
if  you  drive  these  away,  who  have  now  filled 
themselves,  I  shall  be  attacked  by  a  more  hun- 
gry swarm,  and  my  sufferings  will  but  be  in- 
creased." 

Now  I  beg  gentlemen  to  think  of  this  matter. 
In  their  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  this  one  leech,  they 
are  endeavoring  to  fasten  upon  this  State  a  dozen 
other  leeches.  They  provide  for  a  board  of 
twelve  members,  who  are  to  meet  in  solemn 
conclave,  and  hold  annual  sessions  of  twenty 
days,  and  be  allowed  per  diem  and  mileage, 
some  of  them  to  be  elected  away  up  in  the  far 
district  represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
makee,  [.Mr.  Clark,]  and  perhaps  computing 
their  mileage  away  round  by  Chicago;  others 
to  be  elected  from  Sioux  City,  and  other  distant 
portions  of  the  State.  These  men  are  to  come 
here,  to  do  what?  What  will  they  have  to  oc- 
cupy their  time  for  twenty  days  in  every  year  ? 
Have  we  experienced  the  necessity  of  such  a 
body  heretofore  ?  Have  the  people  complained 
that  they  had  not  a  body  of  twelve  wise-acres, 
to  meet  together  and  say  where  they  might  es- 
tablish an  academy,  a  polytechnic  school,  or  a 
teachers'  institute  ?  Have  they  felt  the  necessity 
for  this  sub-legislature,  to  say  where  and  how 
their  school  fund  should  be  appropriated.  I 
have  heard  no  such  complaints. 

That  there  was  some  reform  necessary  in  our 
school  system ;  that  there  was  some  necessity 
that  we  should  have  something  more  eflicient, 
and  that  we  could  place  some  dependence  upon, 
than  our  school  superintendent,  that  old  explo- 
ded idea,  I  have  heard.  But  that  we  should 
have  a  legislature  to  act  upon  school  matters,  to 
take  that  as  their  particular  province — I  never 
have  heard  that,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  people 
want  it. 

This  board  must  be  paid.  Let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  if  he 
remembers  the  argument  he  used  here  in  regard 
to  the  judiciary?  Does  he  recollect  how  elo- 
quently he  explained  to  us  the  absolute  necessity 
of  paying  men  well  in  order  to  get  them  to  serve 
the  people  ;  that  if  we  wanted  to  get  men  qual- 
ified for  the  position,  we  must  pay  them  high 
salaries  ?  And  has  he  not  as  elo(iuently  told  us 
that  the  educational  interests  of  the  state  in- 
volved the  highest  and  dearest  interests  of  the 
people,  and  that  it  was  the  most  important 
branch  of  the  government?  And  will  that  gen- 
tleman get  up  here  and  say  that  men,  fitted  to 
be  members  of  this  board,  to  legislate  upon  tiie 
educational  interests  of  the  state,  arc  men  who 
Bbould  have  less  salaries  than  those  who  are  to 


occupy  those  positions,  which,  according  to  his 
arguments,  are  inferior  to  these?     Does  he  ex- 
pect that  he  will  be  able  to  get  men  who  will, 
out  of  mere  love  for  this  school  system,   take 
these  offices   upon  themselves,   and  come  here 
and   legislate   upon  school   matters   for  us  for 
nothing?     Oh,  no  ;  the  gentleman  has  prepared 
a  provision  here  in   which  he  says    they  shall 
I  hare  no  more  compensation  than  legislators — 
ordinary  legislators,  members  of  an  inferior  leg- 
islature, who  meet  together  merely  to  legislate 
I  upon  our  pecuniary  interests.     Men  who  are  to 
legislate  upon  these  important  interests,  which 
he  says  are   the   highest  interests  of  the  state, 
the  intellectual  and  moral  interests  of  the  stute, 
are  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  in- 
I  ferior  legislators  who  pass  laws  upon  property, 
I  &c.     They  are  all  to  be  put  upon  the  same  foot- 
I  ing.     For  how  long?     For  twenty  days.     What 
I  are  they  to  do?     They  are  to  have  their  duties 
I  to  perform.     They  are  to  fix  up  a  school  system, 
I  and  are  to  prescribe  their  duties  for  themselves. 
1  They  may  be,  perhaps,  superintendents  of  schools 
I  in  their  respective  districts.      They   will   have 
:  their  other  business  to  perform,  for  they  will  not 
'  come  here  to  act  in  this  sub-legislature,  unless 
they  are  otherwise   connected  with  the   educa- 
tional interests  of  the  state.     And  I  tell  the  gen- 
;  tleman  he  cannot  expect  to  get  men  to   do  all 
this   without   paying   them   fifteen    hundred  or 
two  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  their  services. 

Gentlemen  may  undertake  to  show  you  that 
the  expenses  of  the  sessions  of  the  Board,  at 
three  dollars  each,  for  twenty  days,  would  be 
only  sixty  dollars  for  each  member,  and  that  the 
mileage  allowed  will  not  be  a  very  large  sum. 
But  I  tell  j'ou  that  there  will  be  other  expenses. 
Look  at  the  provisions  that  are  made  here.  This 
Board,  upon  a  recommendation  of  two  thirds  of 
their  number,  can  have  special  sessions.  I  ask 
gentlemen,  when  this  Board  shall  assemble,  if 
they  will  not  be  likely  to  get  into  some  such 
dispute  as  we  have  had  here  in  regard  to  this 
question,  and  the  time  of  twenty  days  having 
expired,  two  thirds  of  the  members  will  then 
petition  the  Governor,  who  is  present  at  their 
session,  for  an  extra  session.  Extra  sessions 
are  very  likely  to  be  called,  for  there  is  no  limit 
in  this  respect.  The  Board  have  it  within  their 
own  power  to  call  them,  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 

But  the  gentleman  s.ays  that  the  next  legisla- 
ture which  meets  after  the  session  of  this  Board, 
can  repeal  any  of  their  acts.  What  subjects  are 
this  Board  of  Education  to  have  under  their 
supervision  and  control?  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  education  and  school  lands  [Mr. 
.Marvin],  in  his  report,  tells  you,  that  this  Board 
shall  have  the  power  to  discuss  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  common  school  system — more 
especially  its  organization ;  what  branches  shall 
be  taught  in  the  different  schools  ;  what  facili- 
ties shall  bo  afforded  for  the  education  and  in- 
struction of  teachers ;  what  compensation  they 
shall  receive;  what  text-books  shall  be  used  by 
the  common  schools,  &c.  They  are,  in  fact,  to 
supervise  and  provide  for  all  matters  that  ap 
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pertaia  to  the  educational  interests  of  the 
iState. 

It  is  true,  the  gentleman  says  that  the  legis- 
lature can  control  ail  their  acts,  rules  and  regu- 
lations. But  if  the  legislature  are  to  have  the 
power  to  do  all  that,  in  what  position  are  you 
going  to  place  this  Board?  To  be  sure,  this 
Board  cannot  levy  taxes  ;  but  [  ask  you,  if  they 
have  the  power  to  pass  laws,  and  say  when 
schools  shall  be  est.tblished,  have  they  not  the 
right  to  make  contracts  under  those  laws  for 
putting  up  school  houses?  They  can  meet 
riglit  away  al'ter  a  session  of  the  legislature, 
and  if  tlieu  they  pass  a  law  in  regard  to  schools, 
it  can  be  carried  into  effect  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature. 

I  ask  gentlemen  not  to  deceive  themselves 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  establishment 
of  a  Board  of  Education,  with  such  powers  as 
these,  will  lead  to  the  most  interminable  confu- 
sion, and  will  produce  a  conflict  between  the 
two  bodies — the  school  legislature  and  the  gen- 
eral legislature.  I  ask  gentlemen — what  i.«  the 
object  of  our  legislating  here  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  pres(iribing  the  powers  and  duties  of 
this  Board?  The  only  object  that  can  be  gained 
by  it  is  to  give  permanency  and  stability  to  the 
Board,  and  that  is  defeated  in  a  great  measure 
by  saying  that  in  1865,  when  the  mischief  is 
done,  the  whole  system  may  be  changed,  re- 
pealed or  abolished. 

I  think  we  can  safely  trust  all  this  matter  to  the 
legislature,  and  not  create  here  a  separate  de- 
partment of  government,  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  objects  which  gentlemen  here  propose,  in 
regard  to  the  school  interests  of  this  state.  You 
cannot  find  an  instance  in  another  state  where 
such  a  system  is  incorporated  into  the  constitu- 
tion, as  is  proposed  here.  I  ask  gentlemen,  if 
they  wish  to  take  the  responsibility  upon  them- 
selves of  imposing  this  undigested  system  upon 
the  people  of  this  state?  is  it  not  better  to 
leave  this  whole  matter  to  the  legislature,  and 
let  them  make  ample  provision  for  carrying  out 
this  system  ?  Leave  all  the  machinery  to  them, 
and  let  the  board  act  under  the  legislature,  but 
do  not  give  them  co-ordinate  jurisdiction.  I  tell 
you  we  cannot  have  harmony  under  the  plan 
now  proposed  here,  of  having  two  legislatures  in 
the  state.  You  might  as  well  go  on  and  create 
a  separate  legislature  for  every  interest  in  the 
state.  You  might  create  a  legislature  for  bank- 
ing, and  say  that  they  alone  shall  meet  and  have 
jurisdiction  in  that  matter.  It  is  a  sort  of  com- 
mittee of  your  ordinary  legislature  that  you  are 
creating,  a  committee  of  the  legislature  acting 
under  it,  with  the  right  of  the  legislature  to 
repeal  their  acts,  but  still  their  acts  may  be 
laws.  They  will  be  statute  laws  to  the  people, 
until  the  legislature  shall  meet  and  repeal  them. 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  previous  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  shall  oppose  this  system  at 
every  step.  I  believe  it  to  be  wrong  in  princi- 
ple, and  I  believe  it  will  conflict  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  school  system  of  this  state.  And 
although  it  may  have  a  majority,  yet  I  am  wil- 
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ling  to  stand  up  against  that  majority  and  op-^ 
pose  the  system  which  they  are  attempting  to 
incorporate  into  the  constitution  of  this  state. 
I  can  see  no  possible  good  to  grow  out  of  this 
system,  for  it  confers  upon  the  board  of  educa- 
tion legislative  authority  in  every  respect,  ex- 
cept that  in  connection  with  the  school  funds, 
and  yet  at  the  same  time  it  retains  in  the  hands 
of  the  legislature  the  power  to  repeal,  alter,  or 
amend  the  acts  passed  by  the  board. 

As  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Henry  [Mr.  Clarke],  it  is  but  making  this  board 
a  legislative  committee.  This  board  may  meet 
together,  as  is  provid  d  here,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December.  They  may  pass  a  code  of 
laws,  distribute  these  laws  throughout  the  state, 
and  the  general  assembly  at  its  next  session 
may  repeal  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  all  these 
laws,  or  they  may  repeal  them  all,  before  the 
people  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  them, 
and  determining  whether  there  is  anything  good 
in  them.  Once  repealed,  altered,  or  amended, 
despite  whatever  good  may  have  been  discover- 
ed in  them,  this  board  of  education  will  have  no 
power  to  re-enact  those  laws,  neither  will  the 
legislature,  because  you  confer  upon  the  board 
the  power  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  our  schools.  This  power  is 
taken  away  from  the  legislature  and  given  to 
this  board. 

The  legislature  cannot  take  upon  themselves 
the  power  of  enacting  laws,  and  enforcing  regu- 
lations, in  relation  to  schools.  They  have  to 
wait  until  this  board  has  acted,  and  after  they 
have  acted,  they  can  only  change  or  repeal  the 
rules  and  regulations  which  they- have  made. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  going  a  little  too 
far 

There  is  another  thing  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  convention  at  this  time,  al- 
though it  is  not  connected  directly  with  the 
proposition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.] 

The  article  reported  by  the  committee  pro- 
vides— 

"  That  at  any  time  after  the  year  1865,  the 
general  assembly,  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
concurring,  shall  have  power  to  supersede  ^or 
re-organize  said  board  of  education,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  educational  interests  of  the  state  in 
any  other  manner  that  to  them  shall  seem  best 
and  proper." 

If  we  adopt  the  plan  now  under  consideration, 
we  provide,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  board  of 
education  shall  be  composed  ot  twelve  in  num- 
ber, distributed  throughout  the  state  and  elect- 
ed by  the  people.  They  are  to  be  entrusted 
with  legislative  power,  and  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  as  that  paid  to  members  of  the 
general  assembly  ;  and  they  are  to  receive  mile- 
age also.  At  any  time  after  1865,  the  general 
assembly  may,  by  this  provision  which  I  have 
read,  abolish  this  board.  But  here  are  eleven 
men  in  eleven  judicial  districts  of  the  state,  one 
man  in  each  district,  all  leading  and  influential 
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men,  who  cun  bring  their  influence  to  bear  upon 
the  legislature,  and  thereby  control  at  least  one- 
third  of  that  body,  so  as  lo  defeat  any  measure 
introduced  to  ai  olish  the  board,  and  in  this  way 
this  board  of  education  can  impose  themselves 
upon  the  peoi)le  of  the  state  fi>r  all  time  to  come. 
This  board  will  have  the  power  iu  their  hands 
to  retain  their  places  until  the  people  can  amend 
their  constitution  again.  I  am  op[)osed,  there- 
fore, for  this  reason,  to  the  system  here  pro- 
posed. 

Wc  have  provided  a  simple  method  for  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  in  other  respects  ;  but 
we  find  in  connection  with  one  of  the  dearest 
and  most  sacred  rights  of  the  people,  that  this 
article  proposes  a  method  by  which  we  cannot 
get  au  amendment  in  this  respect.  I  hope  that 
this  convention  will  look  at  thi-s  matter  careful- 
Iv,  and  scrutinize  it  well,  before  they  take  a  step 
which  may  seriously  affect  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  the  stitte. 

We  have  been  referred,  by  the  gentleman  who 
appears  upon  this  floor  as  the  principal  advo- 
cate of  this  measure,  to  Mr.  Mann's  school  bill, 
reported  to  the  last  legislature.  The  gentleman 
eaid,  what  can  we  e.xpect  of  a  set  of  men  who 
would  reject  a  bill  drawn  hy  Mr.  Mat.n  ?  And 
yet  we  see  that  very  gentleman  who  Is  finding 
fault  with  the  last  legislature  for  refusing  to 
adopt  .Mr.  Mann's  bill — bringing  iu  a  propo- 
ei.iou  tliat  is  in  direct  opposiiiou  to  that  bill — a 
proposition  that  is  more  cumbrous,  more  com- 
plicated, and  that  will  be  more  expensive,  and 
which  is  open  to  all  the  objections  that  can  be 
urged  against  that  bill.  I  think,  too,  there  are 
but  very  few  good  provisions  embodied  in  it.  If 
we  dill'er  her^  in  this  respect,  what  may  we  not 
expect  from  a  board  of  education  ?  May  they 
not  also  get  up  some  third  scheme,  and  then 
wait  the  tardy  action  of  the  legislature,  which, 
the  geutlem.  n  says  here,  has  not  in  the  whole 
history  of  this  state,  spent  thirty  hours  in  legis- 
lation upon  school  matters  ? 

There  are  questions  connected  with  this  sys- 
tem that  demand  a  thorough  investigational  the 
hands  of  the  convention  ;  and  we  ought  to  take 
time  for  a  full  discussion  of  them,  and  not  rush 
this  scheme  through  under  the  operation  of  the 
l)revious  question.  I  am  determined  that  my 
pri'tcst  shall  go  upon  the  records  of  the  conven- 
tiou  against  this  scheme.  1  am  willing  to  try  a 
board  of  education,  under  somcsiich  pro[)08ition 
ns  that  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Henry, 
[Mr.  Clai  kc.]  Let  the  legislature  have  the  cou- 
11  ol  of  this  board,  and  lei  them  abolish  it  at  any 
time  if  it  does  not  work  well.  I  desire  to  estab- 
lish a  system  that  will  protect  the  interests  of 
our  schools,  and  which  will  not  be  too  cumbrous, 
and  deprive  the  people  of  any  remedy  that  may 
be  reciuired.  1  hope,  therefore,  that  tlu-  previ- 
ous quustioD  will  not  bo  sustained,  and  that  this 
mailer  will  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

•Mr.  MALL.     We  have  all   heard   these  same 
speeches  time  and  again.     1  do   not  rise  for  the  I 
purpose  of  discussing  this  matter  anyfurthtr.  I 
I  wish,   for  the   benefit   of  the   gentleman  from  i 


Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  to  illustrate  bis  position 
by  an  incident  thai  is  related  of  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Ketchum,  who  lived  at  Fort  Madison, 
and  was  a  man  of  some  cliarnctcr  and  staudincr- 
He  was  a  skeptic  in  religious  matters,  and  did 
not  believe  in  the  Bible.  Some  one  who  had  a 
great  curiosity  to  know  the  reason  for  his  skep- 
ticism, inquired  of  him  why  he  did  not  believe 
in  the  Bible  ;  and  Ketchum  replied,  "because  I 
did  not  have  a  hand  in  the  making  of  it."  The 
opposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Cjarke,]  to  this  measure,  can  be  accounted  for, 
1  apprehend,  upon  thesame ground.  (Liuighter.) 
The  gentleman  from  JeflVrson,  [.Mr.  Wilson,] 
does  not  have  any  confidence  in  anybody.  Ho 
is  more  skejitital  even  than  old  Keichnm.  He 
believes  that  this  b^iard  of  education  will  all  be 
great  rascals.  This  course  of  argument,  that 
sets  out  that  all  of  this  board  will  get  to  quar- 
reling, and  that  every  one  of  them  will  be  dis- 
honest, may  be  a  pretty  strong  argument  with 
some  ;  but  it  will  have  no  weight  with  men  who 
have  diflerent  disposi  ions. 

I  now  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  it  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  majority  to  gjig  us  upon  so  impor- 
tant a  question  as  this,  I  shall  call  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  (juestion  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  ordering  the  main  question  to  be 
now  put,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  16, 
nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  ^Messrs.  Day,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall.  Harris,  Johnston.  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Price,  Robinson,  SkiD',  Solomon,  Todhuutei", 
Warren  and  Winchester. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clark  of  Ala- 
makee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Kdwards,  Emerson,  Gower,  Gray,  Hnllingsworth, 
.Marvin,  Parvin  Peters,  Scott,  Seely,  Traer,  Wil- 
son and  Young. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  .^Ir.  Clarke  of  Henry. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  wish  to  say  in  explanation 
of  my  vote  against  sustaini'  g  the  previous  ques- 
tion, that  1  desire  to  have  this  matter  fully  and 
fairly  discussed.  I  have  voted  against  the  pre- 
vious question  at  all  times.  I  believe  it  is  a  rule 
which  should  never  be  introduced  into  a  delib- 
erative body  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  ma- 
jority the  right  to  gag  the  minority. 

Mr.  P.VUVIX.  1  have  not  been  so  much  at  a 
loss  to  know  how  to  vol.-  upon  any  question  that 
has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  convention,  as 
upon  this.  1  have  no  doubt  that  every  person 
upon  this  floor  feels  anxious  to  adopt  such  a 
system  as  will  best  promote  the  interests  of  the 
rising  generation.  This  is  the  only  motive,  I 
presume,  that  will  influence  any  person  here, 
and  not  because  he  did  or  did  not  originate  a 
bill  or  present  a  proposition  upon  this  subject. 

Since  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall]  first  introduced  hia  proposition — and  ho 
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is  certainly  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  man- 
ner ill  which  be  presented  it,  and  the  ability 
with  which  he  advocated  it,  showing  as  it  did 
most  conclusively  that  he  had  bestowed  great 
labor  upon  this  subject — I  have  been  almost 
persuaded  to  adopt  his  new-fangled  scheme  for 
creating  a  legislature  for  the  express  purpose  of 
legislating  upon  this  subject  of  schools.  I  say 
I  have  been  almost  persuaded  to  adopt  it;  but 
after  considerable  reflection  upon  the  subject,  I 
have  now  come  to  quite  a  different  conclusion. 
I  think  [  can  see  great  difficulties  arising  fi'om 
our  leaving  this  whole  subjectof  the  educational 
interests  of  the  State  in  the  hands  of  such  a 
Boar<i ;  more  difficulties  than,  I  think,  will  arise 
from  leaving  it  with  the  General  Assembly. 

I  voted  against  the  substitution  of  the  minor- 
ity for  the  majority  report,  thinking  that  we 
could  sooner  amend  the  majority  report  than 
take  up  and  dispose  of  the  minoiity  report. 
The  amendment  now  before  the  convention  is 
simply  to  strike  out  all  that  relates  to  the  legis- 
lative functions  of  this  Board  of  Education,  and 
just  say  that  its  powers,  duties  and  compensa- 
tion shall  be  provided  for  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. As  at  present  inclined,  I  think  I  shall 
vote  or  tliis  amendment,  knowing  that  we  have 
precedents  set  us  in  other  States,  where  it  is 
said  such  a  plan  has  been  found  to  work  well. 
Although  I  yet  hes-itate,  and  fear  that  I  am 
acting  wrong,  yet  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
amendment,  believing  in  my  own  mind  that  it  is 
the  best  and  safest  course  we  can  pursue. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  After  hearing  the  various 
speeches  that  have  been  made  upon  the  various 
propositions  presented  here,  I  shall  content  my- 
self upon  this  occasion  with  a  very  few  remarks. 
I  have  been  quite  an  impartial  looker  on.  and  I 
can  truly  say,  with  other  gentlemen,  that  my 
mind  is  not  fully  made  up  upon  tnis  question. 
After  a  careful  investigation  of  the  various 
schemes  that  have  been  proposed  here,  and  after 
a  full  interchange  of  opini(m  in  the  committee 
aii(l  the  convention,  I  believe  that  the  proposi- 
tion now  beftu'e  the  convention  is  about  as  good 
as  we  can  obtain.  I  believe  if  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [.\Ir. 
Clarke,]  should  prevail,  it  would  inflict  a  death- 
blow upon  this  proposition,  and,  therefore,  1  am 
prepared  to  vote  against  it. 

If  this  proposition  possesses  any  merits  at  all, 
it  is  on  account  of  that  main  feature  which 
gives  the  board  legislative  power,  uncontrolled 
and  uninfluence  1  by  the  political  machinations 
of  the  general  assembly.  I  know  that  in  legis- 
lation it  is  the  most  diilicult  thing  in  the  world 
to  bring  men  to  favor  a  new  measure,  unless 
they  have  some  experience  of  the  past,  or  some 
precedent  to  gover  i  ti.em  in  their  vote.  It  is 
well  that  this  ditii.-ulty  should  surround  a  new 
question,  when  it  is  presented,  and  that  legisla- 
tors should  exercise  this  caution,  before  assum- 
ing the  responsibility  of  endorsing  any  new  pro- 
ject. It  appears  to  me,  that  if  a  general  as- 
sembly, composed  of  eighty  members  of  the 
lower   house,  and  thirty-six  in  the  senate,  are 


capable  and  qualified  to  pass  upon  these  school 
matters,  certainly  a  board,  composed  of  only  the 
the  number  of  persons  which  is  propo-ed  liere, 
having  this  oui  subject  alone  to  engross  their 
min<is  and  attention,  would  be  better  qualified 
to  act  upon  the  subject  of  education  ;  and  espe- 
cially when  we  take  into  consideration  that  it  is 
not  to  be  mixed  up  with  any  log  rolling  or  polit- 
ical schemes. 

I  am  satisfied  that  if  this  proposition  be  adopt- 
ed, and  goes  forth  to  the  people,  the  people  in 
every  judicial  district  will  elect  their  most  com- 
petent men,  such  men  as  will,  when  they  rai-et 
together,  with  but  one  object  in  view,  be  enabled 
to  produce  a  plan  of  government  for  the  common 
schools,  that  will  tend  to  advance  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  people  and  of  the  State  at  large, 
and  redound  to  the  glory  and  ren  wn  of  the 
State.  I  venture  farther  to  say,  that  if  this 
system  goes  into  operation,  there  will  be  no  rule, 
or  regulation,  oract,  or  whatever  you  are  pleased 
to  term  it,  that  the  board  may  pass,  with  which 
the  general  assembly  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  interfering.  True,  when  the  system 
goes  into  practical  operation,  it  may  become  ob- 
noxious to  the  pbpular  sentiment  of  the  State  ; 
but  if  so,  the  legislature  have  the  power  of  re- 
pealing the  whole  system.  But  I  will  venture  to 
say  that,  so  far  as  any  rules  of  action  or  laws 
which  they  may  pass,  are  concerned,  ti'e  general 
assembly  will  never  take  the  responsibility  of 
interfering  with  them.  If  we  can  trust  the  gen- 
eral assembly  upon  this  as  upon  other  questions, 
why,  I  ask  you,  may  not  this  board,  elected  and 
contndled  by  the  people,  be  just  as  hone-t  and 
as  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  that  are 
assigned  them,  especially  when  they  have  the 
council  and  advice  of  the  governor  of  the  state? 
If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
be  adopted,  it  renders  this  whole  system  a  farce, 
and  destroys  its  most  vital  principle.  I,  for  one, 
will  then  be  prepared  to  vote  against  the  whole 
thing. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  the  expressions  of  opin- 
ion upon  this  subje».t,  which  have  fallen  fiom  the 
lips  of  various  gentlemen  here;  and  if  any  pro- 
position, which  is  presented  hero,  does  not  tend 
to  act  as  a  rider,  to  defeat  the  main  features  of 
this  system,  for  the  sake  of  compromise  and 
conciliation,  I  would  be  willing  to  go  for  it  ;  but 
if  a  proposition,  so  startling  as  that  presented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
should  be  ailopted  here,  a  proposition  which  is 
calculated  to  destroy  the  most  vital  j)rii  ciple 
of  the  system  which  I  favor,  then  1  am  prepared 
to  abandon  it. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  for  many 
days.  But  having  listened  carefully  and  atten- 
tively to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  upon  the 
various  propositions  that  have  been  presented,  I 
am  now  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  If  it  be  entitled 
to  any  merit,  the  credit  of  it  will  be  certainly 
due  to  the  ability  and  the  zeal  which  the  ^en- 
tlema'i  from  Ucs  Moiues  has  displayed  in  its 
I  advocacy  here.     1  believe  it  is  the  best  proposi- 
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tion  which  we  can  now  adopt ;  and  I  confidently 
believe,  also,  that  if  it  be  adopted  and  if  it 
should  go  into  practical  operation,  it  will  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  the  children  of  the 
State,  and  redound  to  the  future  glory  of  this, 
our  young  but  growing  State. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  have  but  a  remark  or  two  to 
make  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Like  many  other 
gentlemen  here,  I  was  in  great  doubt  how  to 
shape  my  action  upon  this  question.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  discussion,  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall]  did  not  meet  my  entire  approbation.  The 
proposition,  as  now  modified,  has  removed  in  a 
great  measure  the  objections  which  I,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  entertiiined  to  it.  I  am  willing 
to  give  this  system,  hitherto  untried  in  this 
state,  a  trial,  provided  we  have  the  privilege  of 
altering  it,  as  I  think  we  have. 

The  feeling  of  the  convention  has  been  de- 
monstrated, in  an  unmistakable  manner,  that 
they  were  in  favor  of  some  change.  Evidence 
enough  has  been  presented  to  the  canvention, 
that  there  was  a  necessity  for  doing  something 
in  ri-gard  to  our  school  system,  and  providing  for 
a  more  efficient  management  of  the  school  af- 
fairs of  the  state.  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  it  is  unwise  to  interpose  these  ob- 
jections here,  when  the  mind  of  the  convention 
eeems  to  have  settled  upon  the  main  features  of 
the  system. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Before  this  question  is  final  y 
acted  upon,  I  would  like  to  give  my  views  upon 
it,  which  1  will  do  in  a  very  few  minutes.  1 
probahly  feel  as  much  interest  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  common  schools  of  this  state  as  any 
individual  here.  Notwithstanding  my  e.xtreme 
youth,  I  can  safely  say,  that  I  have  passed  as 
many  hours  in  the  school  room,  and  devoted  as 
much  time  and  attention  to  that  department,  as 
any  other  member  upon  this  floor. 

I  have,  from  the  very  first,  and  until  recently, 
been  opposed  to  this  whole  scheme  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall].  It  was  a 
novel  scheme  to  me,  and  I  could  not  see  any 
good  that  would  grow  out  of  it.  I  entertained 
serious  fears  that,  if  adopted,  it  might  work 
mischief.  Rut  more  recently  1  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  an  untried 
f'.xperiment,  and  notwithstanding  it  may  be 
fraught  with  disastrous  consequences,  it  is  better 
for  me  to  support  it  than  to  let  our  present  sys- 
tem remain  as  it  is. 

I  believe  we  arc  all  fully  convinced  that  the 
present  system  of  common  Fchools  in  this  state 
is  a  ruinous  one,  and  that  it  is  greatly  behind 
the  growth  and  nUural  progress  of  our  state; 
that  it  needs  elevating  and  building  up.  We 
need  a  change  that  will  make  a  revolution  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  call  public  at- 
tention to  the  present  condition  of  our  schools. 
A  lethargy  seems  to  pervade  the  public  mind 
upon  this  most  vital  of  all  sul)jects,  a  subject 
T^ich  should  arouse  every  lover  of  his  kind, 
who  desires  the    future  welfare  of  the  state,  to 


the  most  untiring  exertions  to  promote  the  cause 
of  education. 

If  the  system  now  proposed  here  be  adopted, 
I  am  confident  it  will  lead  to  good  results,  for 
the  people  will  be  aroused  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  whole  subject  will  be  thoroughly  discussed ; 
and  when  once  this  state  of  feeling  is  excited  in 
the  community,  no  fears  need  be  entertained  of 
the  consequences  that  will  follow.  The  people 
desire  some  changp  in  the  present  system,  and 
are  eagerly  grasping  for  it.  I  need  not  portrny 
to  you,  in  all  its  ugly  features,  the  system  of 
school  education  that  now  exists  in  this  state. 
It  needs  no  language  of  mine  to  present  it  before 
you  in  all  its  worst  phases,  for  you  are  ail  fami- 
liar with  them,  and  are  consequently  impressed 
with  the  great  necessity  that  exists  for  a  change. 
I  believe  the  system  now  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  is  the  best 
one  that  has  yet  been  piesented  here.  1  feel 
willing  to  support  this  system  and  give  it  a  fair 
trial;  and  if  it  does  not  work  well,  it  certainly 
cannot  make  our  system  any  worse  than  it  is 
now.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  take  this  view  of 
the  proposition,  and  be  prepared  to  give  their 
votes  for  it. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question.  Does  he  propose  to  do  evil  that 
good  may  come  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman,  I 
would  say  that  I  projiose  to  take  one  step  for- 
ward, let  it  be  in  the  dark  or  in  the  light.  When 
I  am  standing  in  a  slippery  place,  ready  to  fall, 
I  will  step  forward,  and  trust  to  a  kind  provi- 
dence for  a  belter  footing. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr  Clarke] 
seems  to  embody  more  nearly  my  views  than  the 
proposition  of  the  committee;  and  I  cannot  let 
the  occasion  pass  without  giving  my  views 
briefly  in  opposition  to  this  report.  I  might 
say,  as  other  gentlemen  have  said  ui)on  this  floor, 
that  while  I  feel  a  great  interest  in  the  subject 
of  education,  and  while  I  desire  that  somethirjg 
should  be  done  here,  which  will  secure  a  more 
perfect  system  than  we  now  have,  yet  1  feel,  in 
common  with  other  members,  my  inability  and 
my  want  of  experience  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject. 

But  the  great  objection  which  I  have  to  this 
proposition  of  the  committee  is  admitted  by  the 
gentlemen  themselves  who  favor  it.  They  frank- 
ly confess  that  it  is  an  experiment.  I  ask  the 
convention  then,  why  try  an  experiment  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State?  Why  place  in  the 
constitution  a  system  which  gentlemen  them- 
selves say  may  fail,  and  for  the  failure  of  which 
they  have  themselves  made  j)rovision  ?  Allow 
mo  to  ask  them,  whether  the  peojile  sent  us  hero 
for  any  such  purpose,  and  any  such  object  ?  It 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  peo[)le  had  no  such 
purpose  in  view  ;  that  they  had  no  such  thing  in 
contemplation,  and  that  our  duty  here  is  to 
erect  and  frame  a  government  that  will  best  se- 
cure the  individual  rights  of  the  people.  If  I 
were  sitting   in  the   General   Assembly   of  this 
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State,  and  were  called  upon  to  act  upon  this    to  the  original  proposition  than  anything  else 
question  of  common  schools,  andthis  proposition     '    '  "'  '"     '         ""  "'-—         '' 

of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moiues  [Mr.  Hall,] 
■were  presented  to  me  for  my  action,  I  should 
then  think  more  favorably  of  it.  The  objections 
I  have  to  It  would  not  be  so  forcible  then,  for,  if 
the  system  did  fail,  the  ensuing  legislature  could 
repeal  the  law,  and  provide  something  else. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opini  n,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke,]  has  expressed, 
that  the  incorporation  of  these  details  into  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  State  is  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  objects  and  purposes  of  a  con- 
stitution. It  is  beyond  it,  and  outside  of  it ;  by 
the  incorporation  of  these  details  we  endanger, 
in  my  judgment,  the  constitution  itself. 

There  are  other  features  in  this  report  which 
will  be  not  only  invalid  in  themselves,  but  which 
are  unjust  to  the  people,  and  which  cannot  fail 
to  meet  their  condemnation.  My  first  objection 
to  it  is  the  manner  in  which  this  board  is  consti- 
tuted. It  seems  to  be  the  tendency  of  this  con- 
vention to  change  the  whole  representative  spirit 
of  our  government.  We  have  already  adopted, 
as  the  basis  of  representation  for  the  House  of 
llepresentatives,  a  system  that  is  entirely  new, 


that  was  said  by  him  or  any  other  gentleman. 
I  find  that  in  this  special  report  all  this  idea  of 
stability,  independence  and  character  is  gone; 
not  ouly  because  the  general  assembly  may  re- 
peal every  law  and  every  rule  which  this  board 
may  pass,  but  because  there  are  placed  over  this 
board  two  ofiBcers  whn  \*ill  make  its  members 
mere  automatons.  In  the  first  place,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  is  to  be  the  presiding  officer  of 
this  board,  and  he  is  to  give  the  casting  vote. 
In  the  next  place,  the  governor  is  to  be  ez  officio 
a  member  of  the  board.  I  will  say,  without  re- 
flecting upon  anybody,  upon  any  governor  we 
ever  had,  or  upon  the  present  governor,  that  the 
tendency  of  men's  minds  is  to  fancy  that  when 
a  man  is  governor  he  must  necessarily  know 
everything;  and  this  board  will  be  likely  to  sub- 
mit to  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  mere  per- 
sons in  office,  rather  than  look  themselves  at 
what  will  be  best  and  proper  for  the  people. 

The  ninth  section  of  this  report  provides  that 
"the  governor  shall  be  ez  officios,  member  of  this 
board."  It  does  not  say  whether  he  is  to  have 
a  vote  or  not,  or  whether  his  suggestions  are  to 
be  made  in  writing  or  n  *.     You  constitute  him 


and  by  which  the  preponderance  in  the  House  of   a  member  of  the  board,  to  be  present  continual- 


Representatives  is  to  be  taken  from  the  mass  of 
the  population,  and  given  into  the  hands  of  the 
minority.  This  plan  of  the  committee  proposes 
the  same  thing.  It  does  not  propose  that  this 
board  shall  be  elected  according  to  population, 
and  that  the  people  shall  be  fairly  and  equitably 
represented  in  this  board  ;  but  it  proposes  that 
they  shall  be  elected  by  judicial  districts,  with- 
out regard  to  population,  and  representation. 
The  reply  the  friends  of  the  proposition  make  to 
this  objection  is,  th  t  this  board  will  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  handling  of  the  funds  of  the 
institution.  That  is  true  ;  but  upon  this  subject 
of  education  there  is  something  dearer  to  the 
people  than  the  mere  handling  of  the  funds. 

There  is  another  thing,  which  it  may  not  be 
very  popular  to  name  here,  but  which  is  never- 
theless true,  that  you  find  the  most  intelligence 
where  the  bulk  of  the  population  is  ;  and  just  in 
proportion  as  you  remove  from  the  mass  of  the 
people  in  the  selection  of  this  board  of  educa- 
tion, just  in  that  proportion  do  you  remove  the 
selection  of  these  officers  from  the  intelligence 
of  the  State.  That  is  my  first  main  objection  to 
this  prop  fsition. 

Another  objection  I  have  to  the  report  now 
presented  by  this  special  committee  is,  that  it 
completely  destroys  and  does  away  with  all  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  proposition  as  it  was 
originally  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Jloines,  [Mr.  Hall  ]  What  was  his  great  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  his  system?  It  was  that  it 
would  give  independence,  stability,  and  charac- 
ter to  the  school  system  ;  and  for  that  purpose, 
and  with  that  view,  he  was  opposed  to  giving  the 
General  Assembly  any  power  and  control  over 
this  board. 

His  argument  upon  that  subject,  to  my  mind, 
was  powerful,  and  it  did  more  to  reconcile  me 


Iv  at  their  meetings,  to  dictiite  his  opinions  to 
them,  and  to  exert  his  influence  for  their  adop- 
tion; and  yet  he  himself  is  never  placed  upon 
the  record.  The  effect  of  these  provisions,  in 
my  opinion,  is  simply  this  :  to  make  this  board 
a  mere  automaton  of  the  officials  of  the  state, 
these  men  who  are  elected  by  a  partizan  vote, 
and  for  partizan  purposes.  This  ought  not  to 
be,  and  if  my  vote  will  effect  anyshiug  it  will 
not  be. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Does  the  objection  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes,  apply  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  It  is  applied  to 
both  the  lieutenant  governorand  governor.  The 
lieutenant  governor  is  to  be  the  presiding  officer 
of  this  board,  and  he  is  to  vote  in  certain  con- 
tingencies. 

■  I  have  another  objection  to  this  system,  which 
I  will  briefly  state  here.  Much  fault  has  been 
found  here  with  the  want  of  attention  which  the 
general  assembly  has  given  to  this  subject  with- 
in the  last  few  years,  and  of  their  utter  failure 
to  devise  a  system,  which  would  promote  the 
educational  interests  of  the  state.  I  apprehend 
that  the  difficulty  in  devising  and  perfecting  an 
educational  system  for  this  state,  is  to  be  in  the 
fact  that  it  was  a  difficult  subject  to  manage. 
The  fact  that  we  have  not  had  a  better  system 
has  perhaps  been  for  our  good  ;  for  I  undertake 
to  say  that,  if  eleven  men  out  of  the  general  as- 
sembly had  been  selected,  to  whom  this  whole 
subject  had  been  confided,  as  it  is  proposed  to 
be  to  this  board,  the  people  would  have  com- 
plained more  grievously  of  the  system  which 
they  would  have  devised  than  they  now  do  of 
the  present  system.  I  take  this  broad  ground, 
that  the  educational  interests  of  this  state  are 
too  extensive,   combine  too  many  interests,  to 
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justify  us  ia  committing  them  to  tbe  bands  of 
eleven  men,  witli  two  men  to  oversee  them,  and 
to  dictate  to  them  what  thty  shall  do.  1  think 
it  is  far  preferable  to  leave  this  maiter  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  themselves,  and  let  them 
act  through  their  general  assembly. 

As  an  evidence  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  this  system  doubt  its  utility,  I  cite  the 
fact,  that  tliey  provide  that  after  180-3  it  may  be 
abolished  entirely.  Suppose  it  goe-s  into  ope- 
ration with  eleven  directors,  and  two  overseers  ; 
and  suppose  they  have  printed  rules  upon  rules, 
and  regulations  upon  regulations,  and  they  are 
all  to  be  abolished  in  1865.  I  wish  to  know  if 
the  republican  partyof  this  convention  are  wil- 
ling to  take  the  responsibility  of  establishing 
this  system  ?  I  ask  them,  notwithstanding  all 
this  outcry  that  has  been  ma^le  here,  about 
making  too  great  expenses  for  the  state,  in  tiie 
increase  of  salaries  and  the  creation  of  new  of- 
fices, to  look  at  the  number  of  officers  they  will 
create  by  the  adoption  of  this  system.  We  have 
already  made  eleven  district  prosecuting  attor- 
neys, and  a  lieutenant  governor,  in  addition  to 
this  board  of  education  ;  and  we  have  not  cut 
off  any  officer  with  the  single  e.xcepiion  of  three 
district  judges.  I  know  that  members  of  the 
conventi  'U  are  laboring  under  the  idea  that  we 
have  abolished  the  office  of  county  prosecuting 
attorney  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it,  and  I  believe 
that  the  office  will  still  be  found  to  exist. 

What  will  be  the  expenses  of  this  system  ? 
The  lieutenant  governor  is  to  be  paid  like  a 
iQeml)er  of  the  boanl.  The  members  of  the 
board  are  to  be  paid  the  same  compensation 
that  the  members  uf  the  general  assembly  re- 
ceive, while  tliey  are  engaged  in  ses-ions  of  the 
board.  They  are  then  to  be  the  directors  of 
schools  in  their  districts,  or  in  other  words  we 
are  making  eleven  supiuiiitendcnts  of  public  in- 
stitution, instead  of  one  as  we  now  have.  This 
office  of  superintendent  of  public  instruction 
has  become  a  very  odious  one  to  the  people.  I 
do  not  think  that  such  a  system  will  commend 
itself  to  the  people.  If  it  is  to  be  the  duty  of 
these  men  to  travel  over  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, inspect  the  schools  and  make  re- 
ports, for  which  services  they  arc  to  be  paid,  the 
expenses  of  the  system  will  bo  enormous,  such 
as  foronc,  I  am  not  willing  to  incur.  And  yet 
unless  the  members  of  this  board  arc  made  su- 
perintendents, I  wish  to  know  what  becomes  of 
your  siipervi-ion  of  schools,  or  the  knowledge 
of  them,  which  this  board  ought  to  have  iu 
order  to  enab  c  them  to  act? 

For  one,  in  view  of  the  considerations  I  have 
presented,  I  do  not  feel  willing  to  incur  the  res- 
ponsibility of  adopting  this  system.  1  d)  not 
think  that  the  people  sent  us  here  to  take  any 
such  responsibility.  I  have  been  willing  to 
vote  for  t  c  creation  of  a  bo.ard  of  education, 
not  so  much  because  it  met  the  appiobation  of 
my  own  judgment,  nit  because  I  had  fully  ex- 
amined it  and  matured  it  in  my  own  mind,  but 
because  it  seemed  to  meet  the  generally  express- 
ed views  of  the  couventiou.     But  I  would   leave 


the  power  to  the  general  assembly,  which  im- 
mediately represents  the  people  and  their  wants, 
to  create  that  board,  specify  its  powers,  and 
throw  around  it  those  restraints  which  are 
necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  people.  If 
th^t  be  done,  I  think  we  will  have  discharged 
our  duty.  We  will  then  have  placed  this  t-ystem 
in  the  hinds  of  the  people,  and  if  it  does  not 
work  well,  they  will  have  the  power  to  change 
and  modify  it,  until  they  get  a  system  vv'hich 
will  secure  the  object  they  have  in  view. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  report  made  by  this  select  committee;  and 
I  have  taken  the  occasion  presented  by  the  pro- 
position of  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke],  to  say  what  I  have  to  say  upon  this 
subject.  If  the  majority  of  the  convention  ai  e 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  imposing 
this  system  upon  the  people,  they  have  a  per- 
fect right  so  to  do;  but  I,  for  one,  will  not  be 
made  a  party  to  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  cannot  feel  the  force  of  the  ob- 
jections which  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Clarke],  and  other  gentlemen  have  raised  to 
this  report.  I  never  intimated,  nor  did  I  ever 
entertain  the  idea  during  the  whole  of  this  dis- 
cussion that  this  Board  of  Education  should  be 
established  independent  of  the  legislature.  The 
first  clause  ot  the  article  upon  the  legislative 
department  gives,  unequivocally,  and  beyond 
all  doubt,  legislative  power  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  never  de- 
signed or  intended  to  place  the  action  of  this 
Board  beyond  the  reach  and  control  of  the 
legislature,  nor  could  it  be  done  without  a  com- 
plete change  in  our  civil  institutions.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  is  mistukea 
in  regard  to  the  ordinary  features  of  this  report. 
The  tact  that  we  have  this  article  in  the  legisla- 
tive d  partment,  establishing  the  supreme  pow- 
er of  this  government  in  the  legislature,  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  all  the  objections  urged  by 
gentlemen  in  this  respect  upon  this  question. 

What  are  the  peculiar  features  of  this  report? 
We  propose  to  give  this  Boni-d  of  Education  a 
constitutional  existence,  independent  of  the 
legislature.  They  are  to  have  their  sphere  of 
duties  detined  by  the  constitution,  and  they  can- 
not Ijc  interrupted  in  the  exercise  of  these  du- 
ties by  the  legislature.  But  whatever  they  do, 
and  whatever  olyect  they  attempt  to  efl'ect,  the 
system  will  bo  under  the  supervision  of  the 
legislative  power  of  the  State,  as  everything 
else  must  be,  as  the  mode  and  manner  of  the 
practice  of  the  courts  must  be.  The  legisla- 
ture cannot  change  the  [)ractice  of  the  courts, 
but  they  can  change  the  mode  and  manner  ia 
which  thai  jjraitice  shall  be  pursued.  The 
whole  ol)ject  of  the  system  here  proposed  is  to 
provide  aosolutely  that  this  Board  shall  have 
their  meetings  and  deliberations,  and  to  secure 
permanency  of  action. 

Gentlemen  who  are  so  continually  repeating 
the  argument  that  we  are  about  to  adopt  an 
untried  experiment  here,  might  be  placed  iu  the 
same  category  with  the  father  who  should  charge 


37th  Daj] 


POWERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


917 


Tuesday] 


UALL— CLARKE,  of  H. 


[MarcH    3d 


bis  son  never  to  go  into  tbe  water  until  he  had 
learned  to  swim.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Johnson 
[Mr.  Clarlve,]  nays,  that  we  have  a  superintend- 
ent of  public  instru'-tion,  who  has  made  that 
office  perfectly  odious  to  the  people.  I  do  not 
say  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  It  is  an  admitted 
fact  that  no  one  man  can  discharge  the  duties  of 
such  an  office  under  any  circumstances.  The  office 
has  proved  a  perfect  failure,  so  far  as  the  ca- 
pacit)  of  one  individual  to  discharge  its  duties 
is  concerned.  The  tffiirts  of  the  legislature  to 
improve  the  school  system  have  likewise  pi'oved 
a  great  failure.  Under  these  circumstances  are 
gentlemen  willing  to  acquiesce  in  old  musty 
precedents,  for  fear  that  if  they  go  one  step  in 
advance,  they  will  go  wrong?  1  think  if  you 
give  permanency  to  the  educational  system  of 
the  State,  establish  a  character  and  position  for 
it,  that  the  people  will  never  undertake  to  con- 
trol or  interfere  with  it  in  any  way.  The  funds 
which  are  to  be  used  for  educational  purposes 
are  all  in  the  hands  of  the  State.  The  board, 
in  their  action,  will  not  be  governed  by  any  pe- 
cuniary interest,  and  they  have  but  one  subject 
to  engage  their  attention.  How  then  can  gen- 
tlemen say,  that  there  is  danger  in  this  system  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke  ] 
supposes  that  your  Governor  is  going  to  cajole 
this  board,  and  that  he  is  going  to  be  their 
master.  He  begs  the  whole  question,  when  he 
supposes  that  the  people  of  the  different  dis- 
tricts of  the  State  will  elect,  as  members  of  this 
board,  men  who  will  be  mere  tools  for  the  Gov- 
ernor. I  suppose  that  the  people  will  elect  a 
board  composed  of  quite  as  competent  and  able 
men  as  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
will  be,  and  who  will  act  according  to  the  hon- 
est dictates  of  their  judgmen.s,  and  wuo  will  be 
enabled  to  present  a  system  superior  to  anything 
we  have  ever  had  in  this  State,  from  the  fact 
that  they  will  give  their  undivided  attention  to 
this  subject,  and  this  subject  alone. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  of  increased  expense, 
that  gentlemen  say  will  attend  the  creation  of 
this  board,  I  undertake  to  say  that  we  have  re- 
duced, under  the  new  constitution,  the  expenses 
of  the  State  four  times  as  much  as  will  pay  the 
expenses  attending  the  creation  of  this  board. 
We  have  dispensed  with  the  school  commission- 
ers, thirty  of  them  1  think,  who  were  officers  of 
school  instruction  at  a  considerable  expense  to 
the  State.  And  in  their  place  we  have  placed 
officers  of  the  State,  whose  time,  so  far  as  it  is 
occupied  in  legislating  upon  this  subject,  re- 
lieves the  legislature  of  just  so  much  labor. 
Gentlemen  who  complain  of  the  board  on  the 
score  of  economy,  should  look  more  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  they  will  see  that  it  can  be 
proved  mathematically  that  we  save  thousands 
of  dollars  to  the  State.  It  is  easy  enough  to 
rise  here  and  say  that  this  is  to  be  a  bugaboo. 
It  is  easy  enoug..  to  assail  its  character,  to  im- 
peach it  in  advance,  to  denounce  the  persons  to 
be  elected,  to  make  them  the  tools  of  the  gover- 
nor, or  whatever  you  please;  but  if  that  is  argu- 
ment, my  mind  is  incapable  of  being  convinced 


by  such  argument ;    nor  do  I  believe  it  will  an- 
swer the  purpose  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  oeg  leave  to  say 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  ihr.t  his  argument  ap- 
pears to  be  rather  an  arguiuent  ad  hoimneni, 
vvbich  is  the  last  that  should  Le  resoiied  to  in 
order  to  maintain  a  position.  He  certainly  had 
no  reason  for  reviewing  nie  in  the  way  that  he 
has.  If  ]  know  anything  about  his  report,  the 
main  idea  of  it,  and  the  only  idea  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  any  right  to  assume  to  be  the  origi- 
nator of,  or  to  claim  the  right  of  championship 
in  regard  to  is  this  board  of  education  in  the 
place  of  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 
The  powers  or  duties  of  that  board,  the  gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  claim  the  authorship  of; 
and  so  far  as  the  other  is  concerned,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter which  has  been  suggested  here  over  and  over 
again.  It  was  suggested  before  the  gentleman 
came  here.  I  had  no  personal  feeling  in  this 
matter.  I  had  no  objection  to  it,  or  to  the  source 
from  which  it  came.  And  I  thiakitwas  ungen- 
erous in  the  gentleman  to  intimate  here  that  I 
was  soverned  by  any  other  motives  than  those 
of  conscientious  scruples  with  regard  to  this, 
having  my  own  ideas  of  right  and  wrong  in  re- 
gard to  it.  But  taking  the  main  idea  of  this 
report,  which  is  the  board  of  education,  I  ask 
the  gentleman  when  I  have  opposed  that?  Have 
I  not  sustained  it  from  the  beginning  ?  1  think 
we  should  create  the  board  by  tbe  constitution  ; 
but  all  the  provisions  with  regard  to  their  pow- 
ers and  duties,  I  think  we  would  better  leave  to 
the  legislature.  And  a  large  portion  of  the 
members  agreed  with  me,  until  led  away  by  the 
sophisms,  as  I  claim,  in  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman,  and  the  sophisms  in  his  bill. 

The  gentleman  attempts  to  evade  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
C.arke,] — and  the  same  idea  has  been  reiterated 
by  myself  and  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson, 
[Jlr.  Wilson,] — by  saying  that  the  legislature 
which  we  create  is  not  a  legislature  superior  to 
the  other.  That  is  not  the  argument.  Of  course 
it  could  make  no  law  controlling  the  other  leg- 
islature ;  but  it  is  a  legislature,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  much  as  the  other  legislature, 
and  they  have  as  great  a  power,  the  only  difl'er- 
ence  being  that  the  other  legislature  could  come 
in  after  they  had  made  the  laws,  and  amend  or 
repeal  them.  I  say  that  the  position  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Jefi'erson  is  correct,  that 
both  of  these  bodies  deriving  their  powers  from 
the  constitution,  and  the  constitution  providing 
that  the  board  shall  have  jurisdiction  over 
school  matters,  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations 
that  are  necessary,  the  legislature  cannot  fore- 
stall them ;  it  can  only  act  after  them;  but  when 
they  have  acted,  it  can  either  undo  what  they 
have  done,  or  amend  it.  The  difficulty,  which 
I  shall  only  suggest,  is  in  having  the  legislature 
to  actupon  thesame  subject.  The  gentleman  from 
Des  Moines,  [.Mr.  Hall,]  admits  this.  Then  I 
ask  how  it  will  operate?  What  would  be  the 
effect  under  this  government,  if  we  had  a  general 
legislature  called  the  general  assembly,  and  then 
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for  every  other  department  or  interest  of  the 
goveriiiiient  a  sepai-ate  legislature  ?  What  would 
be  the  conliiot,  what  the  cli'ihing,  what  the 
coii:u3ion  ?  Such  a  government  was  never  heard 
of,  and  never  will  be  heard  of,  unless  the  gen- 
tletU'in  from  Des  Moines  shall  lead  off  in  that 
dirt'Ciioa  after  getting  through  with  these  school 
matters. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  labored  long 
and  loud  agiinst  having  restrictions  with  regard 
to  incorporations.  His  cry  was — leave  this 
matter  to  tlie  legislature;  all  wisd mi  will  not 
die  out  when  we  dissolve  ;  those  who  come  after 
us  will  have  suflioicnt  wisdom  to  carry  out  the 
system  themselves.  If  that  was  a  just  provision, 
to  leive  such  matter  to  the  legislature,  has  the 
argument  failed  since  then  ?  Yet  he  gets  up 
■with  the  utmobt  etfroatery  and  says  that  we  of- 
fer no  argument.  It  is  easier  to  say  it  is  no  ar- 
gument than  to  answer  it.  That  ij  the  shortest 
■way  of  getting  rid  of  some  arguments.  But  I 
regret  that  the  gentleman  should  have  had  such 
an  idea  with  regard  to  me  as  led  him  to  tell  that 
anecdote  of  his  about  the  holy  scriptures.  He 
speaks  of  somebody  as  being  opposed  to  the  holy 
scriptures — by  implication  putting  his  report  on 
a  par  with  those  scriptures — and  upon  being 
asked  the  reason  replied,  that  he  was  not  the 
author  of  the  holy  scriptures,  and  therefore  was 
opposed  to  them  ;  and  he  intimates  that  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  opposed  his  report  for 
the  same  reason.  Now  altli  )ugh  I  might  be  very 
happy  to  be  considered  as  having  had  some  con- 
nection with  the  authorship  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, yet  I  must  say  that  I  have  no  ambition  to 
be  considered  the  author  of  that  report;  and 
the  gentleman  need  not  fear  that  my  iimbition 
will  lead  me  to  dispute  with  him  the  authorship 
of  that  document.  The  gentleman's  anecdote 
of  the  man  who  was  oj)[)osed  to  the  holy  scrip- 
tures becau-)C  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  writing 
them,  reminis  me  of  another,  which  may  he 
equally  to  the  point.  He  reminds  me  of  an  in- 
sane man  that  I  once  knew ;  who  would  go  be- 
fore a  mirror,  and  look  into  it  and  see  the  re- 
flections there,  and  then  place  his  hands  over  it 
and  say,  "  Isn't  it  wonderful,  this  beautiful 
creature?  And  I  have  made  it  all  myself." 
That  is  the  position  the  gci.tlcraan  takes  with 
regard  to  this  report;  he  made  it  all  himself. 
And  therefore  he  comes  in  here  and  defends 
every  point  of  it  and  will  not  let  anything  go. 
If  anybody  objects  to  it,  it  is  from  unworthy 
motives.  If  he  gives  reasons,  they  are  no  argu- 
ment. 

I  oppose  that  report  for  rcason.s  which  I  have 
given  here.  I  oppose  it  because  it  will  add  very 
mtich  to  the  e-vpcnse  of  this  system.  I  have 
made  a  calculation  in  regard  to  this  matter;  and 
by  the  closest  estimate  I  can  make,  this  system 
■will  cost  the  people  of  the  state,  either  tlirough 
the  school  fund  or  in  some  other  way,  some 
twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  It  cannot 
be  carried  on  for  less  than  this  sum.  Wo  have 
provided  here  fur  the  printing  of  their  reports; 
we  have    provided  for    their   ciiculation.     Let 


gentlemen  figure  up  our  printing  for  the  littlo 
time  of  our  session  here,  thee.Tpense  of  binding, 
of  circulation,  and  all  the  incidental  expenses, 
and  they  will  find  that  these  incidental  expenses, 
for  which  the  legislature  are  to  provide,  for 
this  board  will  amount  to  something.  They  ^ 
will  have  to  organize,  and  have  their  secretary, 
and  a  thousand  little  incidental  ex[icnses,  which 
they  will  have  the  right  to  incur  undt  r  this  pro- 
visiiin  of  the  constitution,  and  the  general  assem- 
bly must  foot  the  bill. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  the  best 
way  is  fo  get  out  of  the  dilemma  we  are  in  now, 
whichever  course  we  take.  We  are  upon  slip- 
pery ground  and  must  go  somewhere.  They 
would  rather  go  forward  than  backward.  They 
would  rather  take  a  step  in  the  dark  than  no 
step  at  all.  This  is  all  figurative,  and  hardly 
applies  to  our  situation.  We  are  here  in  broad 
daylight.  We  have  a  school  fund.  We  have  to 
make  provision  in  the  constitution  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  that  fund,  and  for  using  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  schools  of  the  state.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  experimenting  at  all.  The  report 
which  Mr.  Mann  was  called  upon  to  make,  mere- 
ly provides  for  a  board  of  education  in  this 
way  :  that  the  Governor,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  Treasurer,  the  Chancellor  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, shall  constitute  a  state  board  of  edu- 
cation, which  shall  meet  annually  in  the  capitol 
of  the  state,  upon  the  first  Monday  in  May  of 
each  year,  and  that  a  majority  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  at  any  such  meeting.  That  is  all  the 
report  ho  makes.  Nobody  ever  heard  of  such 
a  board  of  education  as  we  have  had  proposed 
here.  The  gentleman  thinks  we  should  have 
something  that  will  have  elficiency.  I  tell  you, 
sir,  that  the  one  man  power  ha.s  always  more 
executive  efficiency  than  numbers.  If  that  is 
what  gentlemen  want,  why  not  clothe  the  Super- 
intemlent  of  Public  Instruction  with  all  the 
powers  which  are  given  to  this  board  ?  Make 
him  an  autocrat  at  once,  if  that  is  what  gentle- 
men are  after. 

Gentlemen  are  consoling  themselves  that  the 
people  will  learn  by  experience,  and  will  rectify 
this  matter.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this.  W^e 
have  had  enough  of  experience  already.  We 
know  what  we  liave  sutlVred  under  one  system. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  blind  experimenting  at 
all.  There  is  no  necessity  for  so  large  a  board 
of  education.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the  ex- 
traordinary powers  which  wo  lodge  in  their 
hands,  to  plunge  the  state  into  debt  as  they  can 
do.  1  beg  gentlemen  to  stop  and  think  whether 
it  is  not  better  to  allow  the  people  to  take  this 
subject  into  consideration,  instead  of  fixing  it  by 
[)Iacing  it  in  tl.is  constitution.  Let  the  people 
consider  the  matter,  and  instruct  tlieir  repre- 
sentatives how  they  shall  act  in  regard  to  it.  1 
think  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  here  who  can 
say  that  he  knows  what  is  the  will  and  the  wish 
of  his  constituents  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
Ought  not  the  matter  to  be  discussed  among  the 
people?     And  shall  we  circumscribe  their  pow- 
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ers  and  confine  them  in  their  action  ?  That  is 
the  question  before  us.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  entire  report  of  the  gentlemen.  I  am  not 
opposed  to  providing  for  a  board  of  education. 
I  am  merely  opposed  to  prescribing  their  powers, 
their  duties,  and  their  compensation,  in  the  con- 
stitution. I  believe  we  should  leave  that  to  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  more 
than  a  moment's  time.  I  rise  merely  for  a  per- 
sonal explanation  upon  this  matter.  It  has  been 
said  by  gentlemen  here  that  I  have  advocated  a 
course  which  will  be  a  very  expensive  one  to 
this  Sttite,  and  an  untried  experiment.  I  will 
ask  the  gentleman  if  he  advocates  any  course  at 
all,  whether  he  does  not  advocate  an  untried 
one?  I  do  not  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  to  advocate  remaining  in 
our  present  condition — that  we  should  stand 
still,  and  continue  to  occupy  the  place  where  we 
now  stand.  And  if  we  advance  in  any  direc- 
tion, and  adopt  any  other  measure  than  that  we 
have  heretofore  adopted,  I  ask  the  gentleman  if 
it  is  not  a  new  and  untried  one  ?  And  if  his 
course  is  a  new  and  untried  one,  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  how  it  is  that  he  stands  under  these 
circumstances  in  any  better  plight  than  I  do? 
He  advocates  an  untried  system,  and  so  did  I. 
In  regard  to  the  expenditures,  I  have  advocated 
an  expensive  system,  and  I  am  proud  of  it.  I 
wish  to  advocate  a  system  which  shall  go  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  land ;  which  shall 
put  officers  upon  the  alert ;  which  shall  substi- 
tute officers  who  will  make  it  their  business  to 
carry  out  the  system  in  every  single  district 
school,  from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  from 
the  east  to  the  west,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Missouri,  in  every  school  district  in  the  State, 
who  will  canvass  and  scour  the  State,  and 
purge  out  the  uncleanness  until  the  whole  sys- 
tem shall  be  changed,  as  it  ought  to  be  changed; 
until  the  old  school  books  are  burned  up,  and 
new  and  suitable  text-books  supplied  in  their 
places ;  until  the  teachers  are  brought  up  to  the 
standard  of  intellectual  and  moral  worth  which 
they  should  always  occupy.  I  do  advocate  an 
untried  and  an  expensive  system.  Although  it 
will  cost  us  dollars  and  cents,  it  will  be  well 
worth  all  our  money.  No  system  can  be  better 
worth  the  money  than  a  system  of  elevating  the 
common  schools  of  our  State.  Do  gentlemen 
expect  to  bring  up  our  schools  to  anything  like 
the  standard  which  we  ought  to  have,  and  to 
have  the  system  unattended  with  expense  ?  Let 
the  expense  come.  I  am  not  for  subjecting  the 
school  fund  to  that  expense.  The  State  of  Iowa, 
with  her  broad  acres,  is  abundantly  able  to  pay 
for  the  education  of  her  children.  Let  her  do 
it;  and  let  this  be  the  proudest  State  in  the 
Union,  and  her  common  school  system  the 
highest. 

As  I  have  said,  I  am  not  wholly  in  favor  of 
the  system  advocated  in  the  report.  There  are 
some  points  which  I  should  be  glad  to  see  chang- 
ed. But  I  say  let  us  do  something.  And  don't 
let  gentlemen  accuse  me  of  taking  a  step  in  the 
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dark  and  advocating  a  system  that  is  new  and 
untried,  when  they  themselves  advocate  a  sys- 
tem equally  new  and  untried,  and  equally  in  the 
dark.  That  is  talking  for  buncombe  and  noth- 
ing else.  It  is  talking  without  object  or  aim. 
I  say  that  we  have  an  aim.  We  wish  to  make 
our  school  system  efficient;  we  want  to  make  it 
a  popular  system,  suited  to  a  growing  state  ;  we 
want  to  build  up  our  school  system  on  an  eleva- 
ted standard.  We  want  to  make  it  a  system 
which  we  shall  hereafter  be  proud  of.  That  is 
what  we  ask.  Let  it  be  attended  with  expense  ; 
I  care  not  for  the  expense,  provided  the  money 
is  judiciously  expended.  I  want  the  whole  sys- 
tem sifted  and  renovated.  I  want  the  whole 
state,  from  north  to  south,  renovated,  cleansed, 
purged ;  and  if  we  can  accomplish  that  I  care 
not  whether  it  costs  us  twenty-one  thousand  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  if  the  money  is  properly 
and  judiciously  expended  to  promote  that  object, 
I  say  that  it  is  money  well  spent,  and  I  am 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  my  share  of  the  ex- 
pense. There  is  nothing  frightful  to  me  in  the 
expense.  Of  course  the  more  thorough  and  effi- 
cient any  system  is,  the  more  expensive  it  will 
be;  and  I  am  willing  to  double  the  expense,  if 
the  efficiency  can  be  increased  in  a  correspond- 
ing ratio. 

But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this  is  to 
cost  us  anything  like  twenty-one  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  I  think  the  figures  must  be  a  little 
stretched,  for  the  sake  of  buncombe  if  for  noth- 
ing else.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  board  can 
be  maintained,  with  its  secretary,  and  its  print- 
ing can  be  done,  for  one-half  the  money  there 
provided.  There  are  plenty  of  men  abundantly 
qualified  to  take  places  upon  this  board  of  edu- 
cation, who  would  be  proud  to  be  placed  upon 
it,  and  to  give  their  services  to  the  state  faith- 
fully and  truly,  for  one-half  the  sum  here  allot- 
ted them.  But  it  is  nothing  against  the  system 
if  the  figures  are  doubled.  If  you  were  to 
double  them  again  I  would  still  advocate  it. 
AVhen  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  state 
is  at  stake,  the  money  necessary  to  provide  for 
is  shall  never  be  a  bugbear  in  my  eyes.  I  say 
let  it  be  attended  with  expense  if  it  is  attended 
with  benefit.  Let  the  expense  come;  I  am 
ready  for  it.  I  am  read}'  to  go  for  a  wholesome 
system  ;  and  if  it  costs  something,  I  am  ready  tc 
assist  in  supporting  that  cost. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  rise  merely  to  express  the 
hope  that  this  question  which  is  of  so  much  con- 
sequence may  not  be  hastily  acted  upon.  While 
I  suppose  there  is  a  most  decided  majority  ready 
to  give  their  votes  against  the  proposition  that 
is  now  before  us  and  in  favor  of  thereport,  I  hope 
the  friends  of  that  measure  will  give  every  lati- 
tude to  the  expression  of  views  upon  it.  This 
is  a  subject  we  should  not  hurry  through  the 
convention.  For  one,  I  am  willing  to  encamp  in 
Iowa  City,  and  stay  until  the  first  of  June,  if  it 
is  necessary,  to  perfect  this  system.  I  think, 
however,  that  it  need  not  take  so  long  as  that. 
But  if  it  should  take  all  of  to-day  and  to-mor- 
low,  let  it  be  so.     Let  every  man   satisfy   him- 
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self;  let  him  express  his  Anews  upon  this  impor- 
taut  question  ;  and  let  there  be  no  gagging  by 
the  previous  question. 

While  I  am  up  I  desire  to  say  a  few  things 
not  particularly  upon  the  merits  of  the  question, 
but  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said.  1  was  a 
little  surprised  at  my  friend  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  when  he  attempted  to  picture  the  ridic- 
ulousappearanceof  men  wending  their  way  from 
Alamakee,  and  Sioux  City,  and  the  distant 
parts  of  the  state  all  around,  to  this  city,  to  sit 
here  and  consider  the  insignificant  question  of 
the  education  of  the  children  of  this  state  ;  for 
that  was  the  conclusion  which  I  could  not  help 
arriving  at  from  his  remarks.  And  I  could  not 
help  thinking  that  he  might  have  gone  on  and 
brought  the  whole  system  of  legislation  upon 
this  subject  into  ridicule;  that  honorable  senators 
and  representatives  should  come  up  here  from 
all  parts  of  the  state,  and  spend  their  time  in 
considering  a  plan  to  educate  little  urchins  five 
or  ten  years  old.  How  insignificant  it  is,  truly, 
that  at  Cleveland,  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  there  should  have  been  a  National  Board 
of  Education  in  session  at  different  times,  com- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
ridiculous  purpose  of  considtring  the  subject  of 
education.  These  great  and  true  philanthro- 
pists. 

.Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  gentleman 
certainly  must  have  misunderstood  me.  I  have 
never  thrown  any  ridicule  upon  n  ny  of  these  pub- 
lic meetings  in  behalf  of  education. 

Jlr.  MARVIN.  I  do  not  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman so  intended  it ;  but  certainly  when  he 
spoke  of  the  members  of  the  board  coming  up 
here  from  every  part  of  the  state,  and  getting 
their  mileage  iin(lj)crdic>n,  kc,  it  struck  me  as 
being  intended  to  appear  ridiculous.  The  truth 
is  that  I  look  upon  those  devoted  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  education  as  the  philanthropists  of 
the  age.  You  will  find  hundreds  of  men  wend- 
ing their  way  to  these  large  cities,  and  spend- 
ing their  lime  for  week  after  week,  in  consider- 
ing tlio  means  to  be^  adopted  to  advance  ed- 
ucation in  this  country,  and  not  a  dollar  of  com- 
pensation do  they  expect  to  get  for  it.  And  I 
certainly  could  not  believe  it  would  be  so  very 
much  out  of  place  that  our  best  men  in  the 
state  should  assemble  hero  once  a  year  for  the 
very  same  purpose.  If  it  can  engage  the  minds 
of  such  menas  Gov.  Slado  and  others,  whom  I 
might  name,  if  it  can  stimulate  them  to  action 
without  any  compensation,  will  it  not  induce 
our  best  men,  although  the  compensation  may 
bo  small,  to  assemble  for  the  same  purpose  ? 
I  should  suppose  by  the  cxpres.sions  u.sed  by 
some  gentlemen  here,  that  they  supposed  there 
could  be  nothing  for  them  to  coiitemplate  when 
they  came  hero,  and  that  they  would  only 
follow  the  dictates  of  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor.  I  anticipate  that  that  board  will  be 
constituted  of  men  whose  cajjacities  will  be 
equal  to  those  of  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
f  you  please.     I  believe  that  those  who  are 


placed  upon  this  board  will  be  elected  aside  from 
political  intrigue. 

The  great  objection  of  one  gentleman  is  that 
this  is  an  experiment.  Why,  sir,  what  is  there 
which  we  have,  that  is  worth  possessing,  whicli 
has  not  come  from  experiment?  Is  not  our  gov- 
ernment an  experiment  to  this  day  ?  And 
are  not  those  who  still  doubt  the  success 
of  the  experiment?  Are  we  to  be  deterred 
from  everything  which  is  new  and  untried  be- 
cause it  is  an  experiment?     It  strikes  me   not. 

I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  make  use  of  one  expres- 
sion. When  the  bulk  of  the  population  exists  in 
a  small  space,  or  a  small  compass,  there  he 
thinks  that  we  find  the  greatest  intelligence. 
My  observation,  made  in  different  portions  of 
the  country  has  not  accorded  with  that.  Go  in- 
to your  great  metropolis.  New  York,  if  you  want 
to  find  degradation  and  ignorance  in  their  worst 
forms;  or  go  into  any  of  our  large  cities.  I 
venture  the  assertion  here  to  day  that  lo  wa 
City,  with  its  population  of  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand, has  more  ignorance  and  degradation  than 
you  will  find  in  any  population  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand in  the  rural  districts  of  the  state.  A  city 
is  the  last  place  I  would  go  to,  in  order  to  find 
intelligence  generally  diS'used.  The  fact  is  that 
our  rural  districts  contain  some  men  of  intelli- 
gence, men  whose  intelligence  no  one  would  call 
in  question.  But  we  all  know  that  under  the 
system  under  which  we  have  been  educated, 
there  is  a  great  lack  of  general  education  through 
all  the  new  country. 

In  relation  to  the  governor  being  a  member  of 
the  board,  and  acting  without  his  agency  going 
upon  the  record,  I  wish  merely  to  correct  gen- 
tlemen. I  suppose  that  if  the  governor  is  a 
member  of  the  board,  lie  will  have  the  right  to 
vote,  and  will  have  the  right  to  place  his  vote 
upon  the  record. 

The  subject  of  the  real  merits  of  the  question, 
has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed  that  I  do  not 
desire,  upon  tliis  occasion,  to  enter  upon  it  at 
all.  I  am  glad  that  those  who  are  ojtpo.sed  to  it 
are  waking  up  in  earnest.  It  shows  some  in- 
terest in  this  cause.  I  hope  that  friends  of  this 
measure,  who  have  fairly  made  up  their  minds, 
after  a  long  and  careful  investigation,  will  not 
be  unsettled  by  the  warm  arguments  in  oppo- 
sition to  it.  I  feel  that  there  is  something  re- 
quired beyond  what  wo  shall  find  in  the  old 
patlis.  The  fact  is  that  unless  something  is 
done  by  this  body,  wo  have  no  assurance  that 
anything  will  bo  done  at  all.  Our  legislature 
has  allowed  it  to  go  on  from  year  to  year,  and 
have  been  unwilling  to  do  anj-thing  in  regard  to 
it.  Is  it  not  time  to  adopt  a  plan  which  will 
oblige  them  to  do  something  ?  Is  it  not  time  to 
lift  the  wheels  out  of  the  deep  ruts  into  which 
they  have  sunk,  and  place  the  system  upon  a 
new  foundation.  This  is  regarded  as  an  exper- 
iment. 1  tlo  not  so  regard  it.  I  hail  it  as  an 
omen  calculated  to  cheer  those  that  have  an  in- 
terest directly  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  GOWER,     I  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
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remarks  in  regard  to  this  report.  I  was  in 
favor  of  tlie  original  report  from  the  standing 
committee.  This  appears  to  be  a  compromise 
between  that  report  and  that  of  the  minority  of 
the  committee.  This  is  the  largest  committee 
we  have  had  in  this  assembly.  It  is  composed 
of  about  one  fifth  of  our  whole  number.  I  have 
looked  over  their  report,  and  I  discover  that  be- 
tween this  and  the  minority  report  the  only  dif- 
ference appears  to  be  the  difference  of  four  or 
five  in  the  number  which  the  committee  consist 
of.  The  board  are  to  be  elected,  but  in  the  one 
report  they  are  to  be  elected  under  a  law  of  the 
legislature,  and  in  the  other  under  constitutional 
authority.  It  matters  little,  I  think,  which  way 
they  are  elected  to  the  office.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  very  cumbersome  in  the  constitution  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  the  members  by  the 
board.  Then  again,  I  see  that  by  one  report  the 
legislature  have  power  to  supersede  or  reorgan- 
ize the  board  after  the  year  1S63,  and  by  the 
other  after  1862;  which  brings  it  down  to  the 
length  of  one  term.  They  may  then  set  this 
aside,  and  leave  it  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
legislature.  These  are  about  all  the  differences. 
I  went  for  it  originally  ;  and  now  that  it  has 
been  recommitted,  and  received  the  sanction 
of  so  large  a  committee,  I  think  I  shall  continue 
to  go  for  it.  I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  re- 
duce this  term  from  1865  to  1862. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Clarke  of 
Henry,  it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  12,  nays  23, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Parvin,  Traer,  Wil- 
son, Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  flar- 
ris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhui'ter  and  Warren. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  to  strike 
out  section  nine,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Sec.  9.  The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  a  member  of  said  board." 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  accordingly  ordered: 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  motion  to  strike  out  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas 
13,  nays  22,  as  follows. 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Parvin,  Skiff,  Traer, 
Warren,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Jlessrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Harris, 
Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters, 
.Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Solomon,  Tod- 
hunter  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  move  to  strike 
out  "contingent,''  and  to  insert  "all"  iuthe  tenth 


section,  and  to  add,  "but  no  part  of  the  cost  or 
expenses  of  the  said  board  shall  be  a  chargo 
upon  the  school  fund." 

I  offer  that  amendment  for  this  reason.  Gen- 
tlemen have  intimated  here  that  if  this  works 
badly  the  people  will  learn  it,  and  having  learned 
experimentally  of  the  bad  working  of  the  system 
they  will  revoke  it  through  the  General  Assem- 
bly, or  change  it.  My  experience  has  been  this, 
and  I  think  that  the  experience  of  other  gentle- 
men will  corroborate  it;  that  wherever  there  is  a 
large  fund  for  the  legislature  to  draw  upon,  and 
the  officers  to  work  upon,  their  salaries  and  ex- 
penses are  very  apt  to  run  up  pretty  brisk,  and 
the  draft  upon  that  fund  by  the  legislature  will 
be  apt  to  be  pretty  large. 

Just  so  far  as  you  furnish  the  money,  the 
legislature  will  appropriate  it ;  and  just  so  far 
as  you  furnish  the  money,  the  officers  will  use 
it ;  and  if  they  draw  upon  the  school  fund,  the 
people  would  never  detect  it.  To  be  sure  they 
will  not  get  quite  so  much  school  money,  but 
they  will  not  go  back  to  the  cause  of  it,  and  ask 
why  they  do  not  get  it.  I  want  none  of  these 
little  foxes  destroying  the  vines.  I  want  the 
appropriation  to  be  made  so  that  the  people  can 
see  and  feel  the  expense  that  is  incurred.  I 
want  it  to  be  paid  by  the  people  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  then  if  there  is  an  evil,  they  will  be 
very  apt  to  remedy  it  without  much  delay.  That 
is  the  only  hope  I  have  that  the  system  will  be 
corrected,  that  the  people  will  learn  a  lesson 
from  the  bite  they  will  receive,  and  remedy  the 
evil.  I  do  not  like  the  plan,  but  I  accept  of  it 
as  the  last  remedy  which  I  can  suggest.  I  feel 
a  good  deal  with  regard  to  this  as  a  pious  old 
gentleman  felt  when  called  up  late  one  night  to 
go  down  and  visit  a  family,  one  of  the  members 
of  which  had  been  bitten  by  a  snake,  and  was 
very  sick,  and  at  death's  door.  The  old  gentle- 
man went  down  there,  and  on  the  way  down  he 
got  to  thinking  about  this  family.  They  were 
an  ungodly  set;  they  were  Sabbath-breakers; 
did  not  attend  upon  public  worship  at  all,  and 
were  generally  considered  the  outcasts  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  thought  it  must  be  a  pretty 
extreme  case,  and  he  found,  sure  enough,  that 
one  of  the  members  had  been  bitten  by  a  rattle- 
snake, and  was  in  extremis.  Of  course  he  did  the 
best  he  could.  When  they  asked  him  to  pray 
for  him  at  his  bed-side,  he  spoke  of  it  as  a 
providence  sent  to  the  family,  in  consequence  of 
the  many  sins  of  the  family.  He  said  that  it 
seemed  that  in  all  the  providences  they  had  suf- 
fered, there  had  been  nothing  to  bring  that  fam- 
ily to  repentance  but  rattlesnakes.  And  now, 
0  Lord,  he  said,  we  pray  thee  to  send  another 
to  bite  John,  and  another  to  bite  Dick,  and  wo 
pray  then  to  send  a  big  one  to  bite  the  old  man, 
for  nothing  but  rattlesnakes  will  bring  this  fam- 
ily to  repentance.  So  in  this  matter :  the  only 
thing  I  know  of  to  bring  the  people  to  repent- 
ance, will  be  to  feel  the  bite  themselves,  when 
they  find  what  it  is  to  cost  to  bring  this  body 
together,  from  the  extreme  .parts  of  the  State, 
once  a  year,  to  legislate  upon  the  matter,  when 
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they  have  a  large  field  to  launch  into,  and  a 
large  fund  to  draw  upon.  When  every  man  is 
called  upon  to  contribute  his  share  of  the  ex- 
pense, he  will  begin  to  feel  the  operation  of  the 
poison,  and  seek  an  antidote.  1  therefore  make 
this  motion  to  relieve  the  school  fund  from  be- 
ing chargeable  with  this  expense. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  word  "shall,"  in  the  sec- 
ond line,  and  to  insert  "may,"  so  that  it  shall 
read:  "all  the  expenses  may  be  provided  for  by 
the  general  assembly,  but  no  part  of  the  cost  or 
expenses  of  the  said  board  shall  be  a  charge  up- 
on the  school  fund."  I  submit  to  the  conven- 
tion that  we  ought  to  give  the  legislature  pow- 
er to  check  the  expenses  of  this  board  of  educa- 
tion. This  board  having  no  conti'ol  over  the 
fund,  not  being  responsible  for  any  appropria- 
tion, will  not  be  as  careful  as  they  would  be  if 
called  upon  to  make  the  appropriations  them- 
selves. And  if  you  make  it  imperative  upon  the 
legislature  to  pay  all  their  expenses,  I  do  not 
know  where  this  power  may  lead  them.  I  wish 
to  leave  this  discretionary  with  the  legislature. 
If  they  find  that  the  board  of  education  are  dis- 
posed to  spend  the  money  too  freely,  they  can 
stop  the  appropriations.  Thus  we  give  the  leg- 
islature the  control  over  the  board,  with  regard 
to  their  exf  enditures,  without  requiring  them  to 
repeal  the  law.  They  can  withhold  the  appro- 
priations without  resorting  to  the  repeal  of  the 
law,  if  that  should  be  the  only  thing  which  re- 
quired a  remedy. 

Mr.  HALL.  So  far  as  this  amendment  is  con- 
cerned, it  appears  to  me  the  whole  object  is  to 
find  fault;  for  if  members  will  read  the  article 
in  relation  to  the  school  fund,  they  will  find  that 
every  dollar  of  this  school  money,  so  far  ns  we 
can  appropriate  it,  is  devoted  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  schools,  and  cannot  be  devoted  for 
any  other  purposes  whatever.  Why  reiterate  it? 
Is  it  to  encumber  it  and  to  make  it  ridiculous?  I 
do  not  think  the  amendment  comes  from  a 
friendly  source,  from  one  who  really  wishes  to 
improve  the  article.  I  cannot  think  so  when  I 
look  at  the  amendment  itself.  Look  at  the  arti- 
cle upon  the  school  fund  and  the  school  lands,  and 
you  will  see  that  all  the  money  that  falls  into 
this  fund,  without  exception,  must  be  devoted 
to  the  8uj)port  of  common  schools  or  the  estab- 
lishment of  libraries  in  the  counties.  It  is  made 
a  per[)otual  fund;  and  the  interest  only  can  be 
be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  schools.  I 
should  like  to  ktiow  how  any  one  can  get  around 
that.  The  school  fiind  is  tied  up,  fixed  irrevo- 
cably. The  section  is  well  enough  as  it  is. 
There  is  no  possibility  of  the  school  fund  being 
HHuandered  by  this  board  of  education.  It  is 
nierely  i)rovided  here  by  way  of  caution  that  the 
board  of  education  shall  not  levy  taxes  to  meet 
their  incidental  expenses,  but  that  the  legisla- 
ture shiill  provide  for  that.  I  su|ipose  they  will 
make  appropriations  for  it  as  they  do  for  the 
courts;  and  the  board  must  come  within  the 
appropriation.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  people 
will  send  here  a  parcel  of  spendthrifts   to  have 


charge  of  the  subject  of  education  ;  that  they 
will  send  up  men  who  will  squander  away  or 
speculate  upon  those  means.  There  are  too 
many  to  corrupt  before  they  can  do  this,  even  if 
they  were  disposed.  I  think  the  .section  is  suf- 
ficiently guarded  as  it  is.  We  have  the  protec- 
tion of  the  legislature;  and  then,  as  to  the 
school  fund,  we  have,  in  the  article  upon  that 
subject,  a  provision  which  makes  it  safe,  and 
which  shows  how  it  is  to  be  applied. 

Mr.  WILSON.  My  attention  has  been  called, 
by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  to  the  third  sec- 
tion in  the  article  in  relation  to  the  school  fund 
and  school  lands,  in  which  the  gentleman  says 
this  is  sufficiently  guarded  against.  I  do  not 
think  so.  That  section  provides  that  the  mo- 
neys specified  therein  -shall  be  and  remain  a  per- 
petual fuud,  the  interest  of  which,  together  with 
all  rents  of  unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means 
as  the  general  assembly  may  provide,  shall  be 
inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  throughout  the  state.'  How  are 
you  going  to  support  them  '!  You  are  providing 
for  officers  to  support  the  schools.  Those  offi- 
cers determine  what  shall  be  done  Avith  the 
schools;  and  I  apprehend  that  all  the  money 
appropriated  for  their  expenses  will  be  construed 
as  in  support  of  common  schools.  There  is  no 
check  upon  them  at  all.  I  simply  ask  to  strike 
out  the  word  "shall,"  that  it  may  not  be  imper- 
ative upon  the  legislature  to  grant  all  the  money 
that  the  board  may  call  for.  I  want  the  legisla- 
ture to  have  the  discretionary  power  to  stop  the 
appropriations  whenever  they  may  think  it  ne- 
cessary or  proper.  That  is  my  object  in  moving 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  This  is  only  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  board.  It  cannot  be  that  they 
will  be  so  great  as  to  require  this  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  correct  him?  The  gentleman  from  Henry, 
[Mr.  Clarke,]  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"contingent,"  and  mine  is  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  Indeed,  "contingent"  is  a  very 
wide  term. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  If  gentlemer.  wish  to  preserve 
the  school  fund  inviolate,  I  have  no  objection  ; 
but  I  think  the  third  section  secures  that ;  and 
the  thirteenth  section  of  this  article  fixes  the 
j)ay,  making  it  the  same  as  that  of  members  of 
the  general  assembly.  1  think  we  can  determine 
that  as  well  as  the  legislature.  And  this  ])rovi- 
sion  is  intended  to  cover  only  the  contingent  ex- 
penses. 

Jlr.  CL.VRKI'i,  of  Henry.  I  will  accept  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  II.VUIMS.  I  would  vote  for  your  propo- 
sition ;  but  I  shall  vote  agaiust  it  if  amended  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  ('LARKK,  of  Henry.  Then  I  shall  not 
accept  it,  as  there  is  objection  to  it. 

Upon  the  amendment  to  the  amendment — 

Mr.  WILSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
I  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 
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Mr.  SKIFF.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  should 
like  to  understand  the  intention  of  the  mover  of 
the  amendment.  Is  it  that  the  general  assembly 
may  have  authority  to  withhold  supplies,  the 
same  as  Congress  or  parliament  may  do,  and 
thus  block  the  wheels  of  this  body? 

Mr.  WILSON.  My  intention  is  to  give  the 
legislature  discretion  to  pay  them  or  not.  If 
they  think  the  pay  ought  to  be  withheld,  let 
them  withhold  it.     That  is  my  intention. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Then  we  shall  create  a  legisla- 
tive body  under  the  constitution,  and  require 
them  to  meet  once  in  a  year,  and  then  give  the 
legislature  power  to  refuse  to  pay  them  for  it. 

Mr.  WILSON.  My  intention  is  to  give  to  the 
legislature  discretion  in  relation  to  all  appropri- 
ations. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  Mr.  Wilson's  amendment,  it  was  not 
agreed  to  ;  yeas  11,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Gray,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Parvin,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilsoa  and 
Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Giliaspy,  Gowcr, 
Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Todhunter  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  naj-s  upon  his  amendment,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  17, 
nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Ells,  Gibson,  Gray,  Harris,  HoUingsworth, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Traer,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson 
tjillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhunter  Warren   and  Winchester. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  sec- 
tion ten — 

Universitij. 

Section  eleven  was  read  as  follows  : 
"The  state  university  shall  consist  of  a  single 
institution,  and  the  university  fund  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  that  institution,  and  no  other." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion— 

Common  Schools. 

Section  twelve  was  read  as  follows  : 

''The  board  of  education    shall  provide    for 

the   education    of  all  the  youths    of  the    state, 

through  a  system  of  schools.     A  school  shall 

be    organized    and  kept   in    each    school    dis- 


trict at  least  three  months  in  each  year.  Any 
district  failing,  for  two  consecutive  years,  to  or- 
ganize and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be  deprived 
of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  this  section, 
by  inserting  the  word  "  common  "  before 
"  schools"  in  the  first  sentence.  I  make  that 
motion  for  this  reason.  I  find  that  in  the  article 
on  the  school  fund  and  school  lands,  in  making 
provision  for  the  fund,  we  say  that  it  shall  be 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  common  schools. 
I  want  that  system  by  which  all  the  youths  of 
the  state  are  to  be  educated  to  be  secure  of  that 
fund,  so  that  the  whole  may  harmonize. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  HxVLL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to ;  yeas 
17,  nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Ells,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Parvin,  Scott, 
Seely,  Skiff,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester 
and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Emer- 
son, Gibson,  Giliaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Harris,  John- 
ston, Marvin,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price, 
Robinson,  Solomon  and  Todhunter. 

No  farther  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Compensation  of  the  Board. 

Section  thirteen  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  board  of  education  shall  receive  the 
same  per  diem  and  mileage  during  the  time 
of  their  session,  as  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly ;  and,  for  other  services,  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  general  as- 
sembly." 

Mr.  PALMER.  There  appears  to  be  a  mis- 
print here,  I  move  to  insert  the  words  "  mem- 
bers of"  in  the  first  line.  It  should  read,  "  The 
members  of  the  board  of  education  shall  re- 
ceive," &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  last  clause,  "  and  for  other  services  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the 
general  assembly." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  take  advantage  of  this  mo- 
tion to  submit  a  few  words.  I  find  that  a  ma- 
jority of  this  convention,  by  a  vote  which  has 
just  been  taken,  have  determined  that  the  com- 
mon school  system  in  this  state  shall  be  abol- 
ished. We  have  determined,  by  the  vote  taken 
here  upon  the  amendment  of  the  twelfth  section, 
to  establish  a  system  of  schools  here,  and  leave 
it  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion to  say  what  that  system  shall  be.  And  I 
defy  the  friv-nds  of  this  proposition  to  find  a  sin- 
gle clause  in  either  article  presented  by  that 
committee,  that  provides  that  the  school   fund 
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of  this  state  shall  be  giveu  to  any  other  than 
the  support  of  a  common  school  system.  I  un 
derstand  precisely  what  has  caused  that  to 
creep  in  here.  It  grew  out  of  the  amendment 
introduced  here  by  the  gentleman  from  Scott, 
[Mr.  Ells,]  requiring  that  all  the  youths  of  the 
state  should  be  educated  out  of  this  common 
school  fund.  I  understand  that  it  was  agreed 
upon  in  committee,  that  this  word  "  common" 
should  be  stricken  out  so  as  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  the  board  to  control  the  fund  in  order 
to  cut  off  that  portion  of  the  people  of  the  state 
who  were  intended  to  be  benefitted  by  the 
amendment. 

I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  this,  and  if  deter- 
mined that  we  shall  swallow  this,  whether  or 
no,  they  would  better  look  out.  This  constitu- 
tion goes  to  the  people.  And  if  it  shall  go  to 
the  people  with  the  common  school  system 
abolished,  I  say  here  now  that  I  would  rather  it 
should  be  defeated  than  carried.  I  look  upon 
this  system  of  common  schools  as  one  of  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  state,  one  of  the  most 
important,  one  to  which  we  ought  to  bind  our- 
selves by  the  closest  possible  ties.  And  yet  I 
find  a  majority  of  this  convention,  a  convention 
controlled  by  a  majority  of  republicans,  ready 
to  abolish  the  common  school  system  of  the 
state,  and  I  find  members  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Scott,  willing  to 
follow  the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  to  the  abandonment  of  that,  and  there- 
by to  defeat  the  very  proposition  heretofore 
adopted.  I  think  the  views  of  the  minority  in 
this  convention  ought  to  receive  some  attention; 
that  instead  of  rushing  blindly,  we  should  look 
around  us  and  see  for  ourselves,  before  we  con- 
sent to  adopt  evei-ything  they  propose. 

I  hope  that  the  republicans,  at  least,  of  this 
convention,  will  not  take  upon  themselves  the 
responsibility  of  annulling  the  provision  of  the 
gentleman  from  Scott,  and  abandoning  the  com- 
mon school  system  of  the  State.  I  tell  you  that 
the  day  of  reckoning  will  come.  This  constitu- 
tion goes  to  the  people  ;  and  if  you  pursue  that 
course,  I  tell  you  here  that  thousands  of  votes 
that  would  otherwise  be  cast  for  the  constitution 
will  bo  cast  against  it.  If,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  a  scheme  concocted  here  by  the 
opponents  of  that  measure,  you  compel  us  to 
send  to  the  people  a  constitution  abandoning 
that  system,  to  which  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  this  stale  are  tied  and  riveted,  1  defy  any 
majority  of  the  convention  to  protect  the  con- 
stitution which  shall  trample  the  common  school 
system  in  the  dust.  You  cannot  do  it.  The 
people  of  this  state  will  rise  in  their  might,  and 
compel  you  to  take  that  bade.  I  ask  liie  ma- 
jority now  to  reconsider  that  act;  and  if  they 
cannot  get  at  it  in  any  other  way  let  them  re- 
consider that  vote  ;  or  else  let  us  defeat  this 
whole  article.  1  would  rather  it  should  all  go 
by  tlic  board  than  to  abandon  our  common 
schools. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  1  do  not  believe  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  any  more  sensitive  upon   the  point  he 


makes  here  than.  I  am  ;  but  he  laj's  more  stress 
upon  that  word  "  common''  than  I  can.  I  had  a 
particular  object  in  my  mind  when  I  voted 
against  the  word  "common."  1  cannot  believe 
that  that  gentleman,  or  any  other  gentleman 
who  is  tenacious  of  inserting  the  word,  has 
that  point  particularly  in  view.  It  is  absolutely 
a  vital  point.  I  will  give  my  reasons  for 
preferring  the  section  without  the  word  "  com- 
mon." If  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  the 
report  of  Mr.  Manu,  sent  to  this  state  with  a 
draft  of  a  bill  or  law,  made  provisions  for  pri- 
vate schools  in  the  townships.  If  I  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  making  a  school  law,  wher- 
ever it  was  consistent  and  proper,  I  should  cer- 
tainly desire  to  have  private  schools  in  the  town- 
ships. A  scholar  having  attained  a  certain 
amount  of  knowledge,  could  go  to  that  higher 
school,  and  still  receive  the  benefit  of  our  fund. 
I  have  myself  suff'ered  considerably  from  being 
cut  off  from  that.  One  half  of  a  numerous 
family  have  been  obliged  to  forego  the  benefits 
of  the  school  fund,  because  it  could  not  be  car- 
ried into  the  graded  school,  or  the  academy  in 
the  center  of  the  town.  This  is  my  object  in 
wishing  that  word  stricken  out.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  striking  it  out  will  preclude  any  from 
enjoying  the  benefit  of  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  third  section  of  the  next  arti- 
cle. 

The  CHAIRMAN  [Mr.  Edwards].  This  de- 
bate is  all  out  of  order.  The  question  is  upon 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson 
[Mr.  Clarke]. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  thought  I  was  speaking  to 
the  point.  I  was  speaking  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Jeflerson  [Mr.  Wilson], 

Mr.  HARRIS.  A  single  remark.  If  other 
gentlemen  have  spoken  out  of  order,  I  suppose 
the  rest  of  us  may  be  entitled  to  a  single  word. 
I  only  wish  to  call  the  attention  ot^  the  gentle- 
man from  Jefferson  to  the  latter  part  of  th^ 
third  section,  which  provides  for  this.  I  am  as 
sensitive,  I  believe,  upon  the  subject  of  common 
schools,  as  any  other  gentleman.  I  worried  the 
committee  some  on  that  very  subject.  But  I 
believe  we  can  leave  out  the  word  in  the  twelfth 
section  without  any  dilhculty  whatever. 

Mr.  OILLASrY.  I  was  startled,  sir,  by  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson;  but 
I  do  not  supjiose  he  frightened  any  one  hei-e.  I 
understood  his  remarlcs  to  apply  particularly  to 
the  Republican  party.  If  ho  wants  to  apply  the 
lash,  I  hope  that  we  will  adjourn,  and  give  him 
the  opportunity  to  do  it  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CIj.VIIKK,  of  Johnson.  I  call  the  gentle- 
man to  ordci-. 

Mr.  (JlLli.VSi'Y.  He  undertakes  to  say  that 
the  people  will  go  for  common  schools.  Now  I 
undertake  to  say  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  for  a  system  of  common  schools. 

The  CUAlllMAN.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order. 
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Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  hope  that  gentlemen 
will  not  be  so  sensitive,  that  after  getting  up  in 
their  seats  and  throwing  in  a  firebrand  here,  if  a 
gentleman  rises  to  reply,  he  is  met  with  :  "  I  call 
you  to  order,  sir  ;"  "  8top,  sir;"  "  Stand,  sir  ;" 
"  Don't  say  another  word." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  SOOTT.  I  understand  that  the  motion  is 
to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  thirteenth 
section.  I  am  ent'rely  opposed  to  that  motion, 
and  I  wish  to  assign  my  reasons  for  opposing  it. 
After  this  board  of  education  is  formed,  I  want 
the  board  to  have  under  their  charge  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  different  districts,  and  the 
guardianship  of  those  schools.  I  want  those 
common  schools  to  be  under  their  immediate 
care  and  attention.  I  wish  to  have  them  the 
ministering  angels  to  watch  over  and  guard 
those  schools,  to  visit  every  little  flock,  wherever 
they  may  be  gathered  together,  and  to  aid  them 
with  counsel  and  advice.  I  want  them  to  aid 
the  teachers,  to  give  comfort  to  the  schools,  to 
foster  and  protect  the  schools.  I  am  willing  and 
anxious  that  they  should  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices. The  system  has  been  put  in  practice  in 
other  states  with  great  advantage.  It  never 
has  been,  but  it  ought  to  be,  put  in  practice 
here.  The  superintendent  of  public  schools  in 
other  states  visits  the  different  schools  through- 
out the  state,  so  far  as  practicable,  lecturing 
upon  scientific  topics,  giving  wholesome  rules 
and  regulations  to  teachers,  aiding  them  inform- 
ing the  different  classes,  in  classifying  their 
schools,  giving  strength  to  the  teacher,  perma- 
neace  to  the  school,  encouraging  the  weak,  help- 
ing along  the  great  school  system  and  building  it 
up.  This  is  one  of  those  things  we  need  here, 
perhaps  more  than  anything  else.  We  need'the 
watchful  parental  care  which  has  never  yet  been 
bestowed  upon  our  schools.  I  am  willing  and 
anxious  that  the  superintendent  should  take 
this  in  charge  ;  and  I  am  also  willing  and  anxi- 
ous that  the  state  of  Iowa  should  pay  him  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  services,  which 
cannot  be  done  if  this  clause  should  be  stricken 
out. 

Why  are  gentlemen  so  niggardly,  I  will  ask, 
about  the  property  belonging  to  the  state,  when 
the  interest  is  so  great,  and  when  so  much  de- 
pends upon  the  appropriation  ?  Why  is  it  that 
they  who  are  so  lavish  in  other  matters  are  so 
penurious  in  this,  when  they  will  admit  in  the 
same  breath  that  this  is  of  more  importance 
than  all  the  other  systems,  of  more  vital  impor- 
tance than  all  else  that  we  have  done  here  ? 
Still  they  wish  to  curtail  it,  and  sap  its  very 
.  foundation,  by  depriving  the  officers  of  a  fair 
and  reasonable  compensation  for  the  services 
which  we  expect,  or  ought  to  expect,  of  them. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration, and  vote  advisedly.  I  hope  they  will 
not  vote  rashly  or  blindly  upon  this  proposition. 
This  is  of  great  importance.  Let  us  not  with- 
hold the  pay,  cut  off  the  supplies,  force  men  to 
act  and  then  say  they  never  shall   be   paid   for 


acting.  The  thing  is  inconsistent.  It  is  pre- 
posterous. If  we  are  to  block  the  wheels,  let 
us  block  the  wheels  by  fair  and  handsome  ma- 
jorities upon  the  direct  question,  and  say  that 
we  will  have  no  board.  But  let  us  not  do  it  in- 
directly, by  cutting  off  the  supplies  after, we 
have  set  them  to  work.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
position  of  a  certain  military  gentleman,  who 
complained  of  the  fire  in  the  rear.  I  hope  these 
men  will  not  be  subjected  to  the  fire  in  the  rear, 
by  cutting  off  their  supplies  ;  but  that  we  shall 
do  all  that  we  can  to  aid  them,  that  they  may 
become  aid  and  comfort  and  protection  to  our 
system,  whatever  that  system  may  be  which  shall 
be  established. 

I  hope  that  no  party  lines  will  be  drawn  here. 
Let  men  not  be  harassed  or  prejudiced  in  this 
way.  It  is  not  a  party  question  or  a  party  issue. 
Let  us  vote  understandingly  what  we  believe  to 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  Let  us 
do  what  appears  to  us  to  be  right  from  the 
premises  we  have.  And  let  us  vote  for  a  proper 
system,  and  then  give  them  enough  to  pay  them 
reasonably  for  their  services.  Let  us  not  say 
that  they  shall  spend  but  twenty  days,  for 
which  they  shall  receive  two  or  four,  and  one 
or  two  hundred  dollars  each  for  coming  on 
here,  and  then'  put  a  protest  upon  their  action 
beyond  this,  lest  they  should  make  a  claim 
for  services  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
dollars  each.  That  is  no  bugbear  to  me. 
I  say  that  we  should  pay  them  reasona- 
bly for  all  that  they  do.  Let  us  not  block 
the  wheels,  but  let  them  be  reasonably  paid  for 
all  the  services  which  the  legislature  may  think 
proper  to  put  upon  them.  Let  the  legislature 
pay  them  for  such  services  what  is  reasonable 
and  just,  in  the  same  way  that  they  make  ap- 
propriations for  other  services.  I  am  willing  to 
trust  the  matter  to  the  legislature.  I  will  run 
the  risk  of  their  abusing  this  power.  I  have  no 
hesitancy  upon  that  point.  If  the  system  shall 
be  a  failure,  the  legislature  will  not  be  the  first 
to  find  it  out.  The  people  will  find  it  out  long 
before  the  legislature  do.  I  hope  that  gentle- 
men will  vote  not  to  strike  out  the  supplies;  I 
look  upon  this  last  clause  as  one  of  vast  impor- 
tance. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  convention 
having  voted  down  the  amendment  offered  by 
me,  by  which  I  wished  to  save  the  school  fund, 
the  next  thing  left  for  me  is  in  every  way  that  I 
can  to  diminish  the  expense  of  this  system.  I 
believe  it  is  to  be  a  pernicious  system  ;  that  it 
is  to  work  evil.  I  believe  that  if  you  clothe 
men  with  constitutional  powers,  and  allow  them 
to  come  here  and  stay  in  session  for  twenty 
days,  coming  from  distant  parts  of  the  State, 
the  amount  which  this  will  grow  to,  without 
any  other  services,  will  be  far  above  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  by  the  time  they  have  had  all  their 
printing  done,  and  have  scattered  their  laws 
through  the  State.  If  you  allow  this  provision 
to  remain  as  it  now  stands  in  this  section,  I  be- 
lieve that  it  will  swell  the  amount  beyond  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars.     It  is  provided   that  for 
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their  services  coming  here,  and  while  in  ses- 
sion, they  shall  receive  the  same  mileage  and 
per  (Ut'iii  as  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 
In  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Mann  to  the  legis- 
lature, the  Board  of  Education  were  to  receive 
nothing  as  per  diem  from  the  State,  but  merely 
enough  to  pay  the  actual  expenses  of  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Board.  If  this  clause  stands  as  it 
is,  the  members  of  the  Board  'will  receive  for 
their  services  such  compensation  as  shall  be 
provided  for  by  the  General  Assembly.  What 
then  will  you  have?  You  will  have  a  Board  of 
Education  who  will  be  in  session  just  before  the 
legislature  come  together,  who  will  have  an  ex- 
tra session,  and  then  will  come  before  the  legis- 
lature and  resort  to  all  the  log-rolling  schemes 
to  which  men  will  resort  when  claiming  extra 
pay,  for  such  compensation  as  the  legislature 
may  think  fit. 

I  wish  to  God  that  human  nature  was  such  as 
gentlemen  say  it  is,  and  vainly  attempt  to  make 
me  think  it  is.  I  distrust  it.  We  iiave  reason 
to  distrust  it.  We  are  taught  to  distrust  it  by 
the  examjjle  of  every  general  assembly  which 
meets  in  these  halls.  We  are  taught  to  distrust 
it  from  what  we  see  going  on  in  the  highest 
legislative  body  in  the  land.  We  see  some  of 
the  first  men  in  the  nation  coming  out  and  re- 
signing their  scats  in  congress,  charged  with 
this  same  kind  of  frauds,  and  public  plunder. 
W^hen  we  see  what  is  going  on  all  around  us, 
shall  we  set  a  snare  to  entrap  our  citizens  in 
a  similar  system  ?  Shall  we  provide  that  they 
shall  meetand  contract  debts,  and  then  call  upon 
the  legislature  to  give  them  greater  pay?  And 
how  much  extra  pay  ?  Where  is  it  to  end  ? 
One  session  would  not  enact  it.  You  are  estab- 
lishing a  system  of  public  plunder.  I  stand 
here  at  this  moment  of  its  inauguration,  and 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  it.  I  do  cer- 
tainly know  that  the  future  will  satisfy  gentle- 
men that  there  is  something  besides  mere  per- 
sonal feeling  in  the  reasons  that  actuate  the  mi- 
nority upon  this  question.  The  powers  and 
duties  are  fixed  ;  let  the  compensation  bo  fixed. 
Do  not  leave  half  of  it  to  the  legislature,  while 
you  refuse  to  leave  it  all.  It  is  because  this 
matter  is  left  open  in  that  way,  that  I  believe  it 
will  institute  a  system  of  coming  here,  and  then 
charging  extra  coni|)cnsation  bej'ond  what  the 
constitution  provides.  That  is  one  reason  why 
I  oppose  this  ;  that  this  question  is  left  open. 

I  am  surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Clay- 
ton [.Mr.  Scott,]  should  persist  in  using  the  words 
humbugand  buncombe  in  regard  to  the  statements 
made  here  in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  this 
board.  Other  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  who 
have  not  uttered  a  word  upon  this  question,  are 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  expenses  of  this 
board  will  be  more  than  I  have  stated  them.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  himself  [Mr.  Hall,]  expects  them  to  full 
short  of  that,  when  it  shall  bo  footed  up  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  adding  up  the  expenses  of  tho 
board,  their  incidental  expenses,  and  what  the 
legislature  may  allow  in  addition.     It  is  not  bo- 


cause  I  am  afraid  of  dollars  and  cents,  when 
dollars  and  cents  arc  properly  applied.  If  this 
was  a  provision  to  put  into  the  school  fund 
twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  more,  to  be  dis- 
tributed am^ng  the  districts  of  the  State,  to  go 
directly  towards  the  education  of  the  youths  of 
our  State,  the  gentleman  would  find  that  I  would 
stand  up  with  him  ;  yea,  and  to  double  the  sum. 
But  when  you  came  to  take  twenty  thousand 
dollars  away  from  the  fund,  and  from  those  who 
ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  it  applied  to  their 
education,  and  pay  it  to  officers,  thirteen  of 
them,  all  of  them  drawing  like  so  many  leeches 
from  this  school  fund,  then  I  say  that  dollars 
and  cents  have  something  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion. I  do  not  admit  that  my  soul  is  any  smaller 
than  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Clayton,  [Mr. 
Scott.]  My  earnest  desire  here  is  to  protect 
this  school  fund,  and  to  have  it  applied  to  its 
legitimate  objects;  to  have  it  go  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  the  State,  and  not  into 
the  pockets  of  office-holders.  That  is  what  I  am 
voting  for.  Let  us  strike  this  out,  and  let  us 
not  allow  this  board  to  swell  up  their  charges 
against  the  State,  by  log-rolling  in  our  General 
Assembly  after  extra  pay  for  extra  sessions,  in- 
definite, undefined  in  the  constitution,  and 
which  we  do  not  know  the  value  of. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  merely  rise  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Claike,]  will  notice 
that  I  have  never  advocated  nor  voted  for  the 
paying  of  those  officers  out  of  the  school  fund. 

Mr.  HALL.  In  the  first  place  this  article  does 
not  authorise  the  board  to  create  any  extra  ses- 
sions whatever.  They  cannot  give  employment 
to  themselves  by  their  own  action.  But  if  the 
General  Assembly  think  proper  to  give  them  I 
other  duties,  this  is  to  provide  that  they  shall  I 
be  paid  for  performing  them.  There  is  no  propo- 
sition fairer  than  that.  If  the  leg'slature  think 
it  is  [iroper  that  these  persons  should  be  em- 
ployed in  this  great  cause,  beyond  the  amount 
of  sessions  required  of  them  annually,  should 
they  not  provide  for  payment?  It  striks  me 
that  tho  proposition  answers  itself.  It  does  ap- 
pear to  me  that  tho  conduct  of  gentlemen  to- 
wards this  bill,  is  a  good  deal  like  that  of  the 
tjuaker  towards  tho  dog,  when  he  said  to  it,  "I 
will  not  kill  thee,  nor  hurt  thee,  but  I  will  give 
thee  a  bad  name,"  and  then  raised  the  cry  of 
"mad  dog,"  and  the  neighbors  rushed  forward 
and  killed  the  dog.  These  arguments  about  ex- 
tra wages  have  no  weight  whatever.  It  is  mere- 
ly an  assault  without  reason. 

Tho  gentleman  from  Jeftcrson,  [Mr.  Wilson,] 
got  up  here  nnd  invoked  his  party  as  a  party,  to 
come  to  the  rescue.  Now,  Sir,  upon  this  measure 
I  have  sunk  all  my  party  feelings.  I  hope  to 
God  that  the  time  will  never  arrive  when  the 
parties  shall  be  arrayed  upon  the  suijject  of  com- 
mon schools,  and  this  system  and  that  system 
shall  become  party  measures.  1  hope  no  one 
will  be  driven  into  opposition  to  this  measure 
by  any  such  appeal.  To  my  mind  such  appeals 
are  wrong,  unjust  and  improper.  One  spreads 
tho  alarm,  and  the  other    appeals  to  his  party. 
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The  proposition  is  too  simple  to  need  argument. 
The  gentleman  from  Ileni-y,  talks  about  extra 
pay.  There  is  no  such  idea  in  this  article, 
nothing  of  the  kind.  It  is  a  slander  upon  the 
article:  it  is  misstating  its  plain  reading  ;  and 
why  should  gentlemen  seek  to  do  that  ?  We 
provide  payment  for  such  services  only  as  the 
constitution  puts  upon  the  board;  and  if  the 
legislature  think  proper  to  provide  other  ser- 
vices for  that  board,  services  not  contemplated 
in  this  article,  then  it  is  no  more  than  right 
that  the  legislature  should  provide  pay  for  these 
services.  That  is  the  whole  story.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  force  at  all  in  the  objections 
that  have  been  made. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Gentlemen  need  not  be  fright- 
ened at  all;  I  do  not  rise  to  move  the  previous 
question.  I  have  been  a  little  grieved  to  see  the 
two  parties  that  have  arrayed  against  each 
other  in  this  conflict,  not  the  democrats  and  re- 
publicans, but  the  friends  of  this  majority  re- 
port, and  the  friends  of  the  minority  report.  It 
seems  to  me  that  those  in  the  minority  in  this 
case,  have  sounded  their  bugle  and  called  all 
their  men  to  the  rescue,  to  come  up  and  help 
them  here.  I  have  endeavored,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  to  keep  my  feelings  upon  proper 
grounds,  and  whenever  any  amendment  has  been 
proposed  by  any  gentlemaa  upon  the  other 
side,  I  have  scanned  it,  and  some  of  them  I 
have  supported.  I  supported  the  amendment 
of  the  gentlemaa  from  Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson, 
and  hoped  it  would  prevail,  although  I  did  not 
consider  it  anywhere  near  so  important  as  he 
does.  But  although  not  considering  it  of  so 
much  importance  as  he,  I  did  consider  it'impor- 
tant.  If  the  gentleman  will  turn  back  to  the 
eighth  section,  he  will  find  that  the  board  of  ed- 
ucation are  to  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
legislate  and  make  all  neeedful  rules  and  regu- 
lations in  relation  to  common  schools  and  other 
institutions  of  learning  that  are  instituted  to  re- 
ceive aid  from  the  school  or  university  fund  of 
this  state.  This  very  same  board  has  that 
power  already.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  word 
is  stricken  out  from  the  twelth  section,  this  very 
article  enforces  upon  the  board  of  education  the 
duty  of  providing  a  system  of  common  schools. 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  to  examine 
it  and  see  if  it  would  not.  So  far  from  this  be- 
ing done  in  order  to  abolish  the  common  school 
system,  I  think  the  gentleman  is  altogether  mis- 
taken. But  that  matter  is  not  under  discussion 
and  I  leave  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke] 
moves  to  strike  out  a  portion  of  section  thirteen. 
Suppose  that  should  be  stricken  out.  Then 
suppose  that  the  general  assembly  should  im- 
pose upon  this  board  of  education  certain  duties 
aside  from  their  regular  session,  appointing  them 
perhaps  superintendents  of  the  schools  in  their 
respective  districts.  Would  not  the  general  as- 
sembly have  full  authority,  without  this  clause, 
to  pay  them  for  it  ?  Most  certainly  they  would. 
If  they  impose  upon  the  board  other  duties 
than  those  which  the  constitution  requires,  they 
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should  also  provide  some  means  of  paying  them 
for  the  performance  of  those  services.  That  is 
already  provided  for  in  the  constitution.  If  this 
is  stricken  out,  it  will  not  do  any  harm  ;  if  it 
remains,  it  will  not  do  any  harm  ;  the  same 
thing  is  provided  for  in  either  case,  as  I  look 
upon  it.  It  is  in  the  article  now.  This  article 
has  been  prepared  with  a  great  deal  of  care  and 
ability.  Before  I  shall  vote  for  any  amendment, 
I  shall  scan  it  very  closely.  If  the  wisdom  of 
the  convention  convinces  me  that  we  ought  to 
make  an  amendment,  then  I  will  vote  for  it.  I 
want  to  get  a  school  system,  the  best  both  for 
common  schools  and  for  the  higher  order 'of 
schools,  that  can  be  devised.  If  gentlemen 
think  I  am  following  off  in  the  wrong  lead,  be- 
cause most  of  the  Democrats  of  this  convention 
are  supporting  the  same  system,  I  admit  that 
this  very  fact  has  made  me  examine  it  more 
closely  than  I  might  otherwise  have  thought 
necessary,  to  see  if  there  was  not  some  little 
trick  in  it.  But  I  did  not  find  any  trick  in  it  at 
all.  And  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
measure  is  just  and  honest,  as  it  appears  to  be, 
and  just  as  fairly  and  sincerely  maintained  by 
the  originator  of  it,  as  he  ever  maintained  any- 
thing in  the  world,  even  his  own  family.  Now 
I  do  not  want  to  see  any  of  my  Republican 
friends  scared  off  in  this  matter  by  any  of  these 
outside  cries,  calling  to  the  rescue.  Whenever 
anything  in  the  Republic  in  party  is  in  danger,  I 
am  always  on  hand;  but  to  the  Republican 
party  a  common  school  system,  or  any  kind  of 
a  school  system,  is  not  known  ;  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  it  is  not  known  ;  to  any  other  party 
it  is  not  known  ;  but  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Iowa  are  all  known  together,  and  I  hope  they 
will  stay  together.  I  do  not  like  to  hear  tho 
partisan  cry  raised  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Havirg  made 
this  motion,  it  is  perhaps  respectful  to  the  con- 
vention that  I  should  give  my  reasons  for  it. 
My  reason  for  moving  to  strike  out  this  part  of 
the  section  is,  that  it  is  not  honest  upon  its  face. 
The  object  of  it  is  just  this  ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Clayton  [Mr.  Scott]  has  foreshadowed  it. 
It  is  to  give  the  legislature  power  to  make  the 
members  of  this  board  district  superintendents; 
or,  in  other  words,  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
general  assembly  the  power  to  create  twelve  or 
more  superintendents  in  lieu  of  the  one  we  have 
now.  Then  why  not  say  so  ?  Why  not  put  the 
design  right  upon  the  paper,  that  the  people 
may  know  the  kind  of  system  they  are  voting 
for,  and  the  expense  of  which  is  to  fall  upon 
their  shoulders  ?  That  is  the  object  and 
purpose  of  it.  The  original  report,  when  sent 
back  to  the  committee,  did  provide  that  the 
board  of  education  should  be  the  superinten- 
dents of  the  schools  in  their  respective  distiicts. 
But  gentlemen  anticipated  that  that  would  look 
pretty  large,  and  the  people  might  not  like  it, 
and  the  people  might  vote  against  it.  Therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  that  objection,  they 
strike  that  out,  and  put  in  a  clause  allowing  the 
general  assembly  to  impose  the  duty  on  them. 
The  object  is  to  make  the  board  of  education 
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the  superintendents  of  the  schools  in  their  sev- 
eral districts,  and  to  pay  to  them  such  a  salary 
as  the  general  assembly  may  provide.  Bat  it  is 
not  honest  upon  its  face.  It  is  calculated  to  de- 
ceive the  people.  I  move  that  the  convention 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  the  gentleman  will  withdraw- 
that  motion,  I  will  move  that  the  convention 
take  a  recess  until  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  CLARKE  withdrew  his  motion  to  adjourn 
for  that  purpose. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  taking  a  recess,  the  result  was,  yeas  19, 
nays  10,  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Edwards,  Emer- 
son. Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston, 
Marvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price, Robinson,  Ski£F, 
Solomon,  Traer,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Ells,  Gowcr,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Palmer,  Par- 
vin,  Scott,  Seely,  Todhunter,  Wilson,  and 
Young. 

The  convention  accordingly  took  a  recess  until 
1  P.  M. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  convention  re-assembled  at  7  o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Committee  on  Accounts  and  Expenditures. 

Mr.  GIBSON  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 
and  Price  be  added  to  the  committee  on  expen- 
ditures." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  am  a  member 
of  that  committee,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
some  reason  for  this  resolution.  I  am  not  yet 
aware  that  the  committee  have  had  any  difficul- 
ty about  agreeing  concerning  anything  that  has 
been  submitted  to  them. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  The  committee  on  expenditures 
is  a  very  important  commitlec.  I  understand 
that  upon  that  commiitee  will  depend  the  mile- 
age of  members  of  this  convention,  and  the 
other  expenditures  of  this  body.  I  believe  there 
are  but  three  members  upon  that  committee 
now  ;  the  usual  number  for  such  a  committee  is 
five.  Why  this  was  formed  of  a  less  number  of 
members  I  do  not  know.  I  selected  the  gen- 
tlemen I  have  named  in  my  resolution,  one  from 
the  extreme  west,  and  the  other  from  the  north 
part  of  the  state,  in  order  that  each  portion  of 
the  slate  might  be  fully  represented  upon  the 
committee.  It  will  only  increase  the  number  of 
the  timmittee  to  five,  which  is  the  usual  num- 
ber lor  such  a  committee. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  do  not  think  that  the  reasons 
afieigoed  by  the   gentleman   from   Marion  [Mr 


Gibson]  are  very  cogent.  The  committee  have 
never  asked  tor  anj'  addition  to  be  made  to  their 
number.  I  think  there  is  plenty  of  time  for 
such  a  resolution  as  this,  after  the  committee 
shall  come  in  here  and  request  us  to  give  them 
these  two  additional  members.  The  labors  of 
that  committee  are  not  very  heavy,  any  way. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  read  rule 
six  of  the  standing  rules  of  this  convention. 

"  6.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered 
by  the  convention,  in  which  case  they  shall  be 
elected  viva  voce." 

It  is  for  the  convention  to  determine  whether 
this  rule  applies  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  is  more 
meant  by  this  resolution  than  appears  upon  t':e 
face  of  it.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  certainly  dis- 
courteous to  the  chair.  There  is  sopiething 
here  I  do  not  understand.  This  committee 
have  not  had  any  meeting  yet ;  they  have  had 
no  opportunity  to  differ  upon  any  question  upon 
which  they  will  be  called  upon  to  act.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  this  is  an  unparliamentary  pro- 
ceeding, one  discourteous  to  the  chair,  and  en- 
tirely unparalleled  in  the  history  of  legislation. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  believe  this  convention  has, 
in  a  number  of  instances,  added  members  to  a 
committee,  and  no  objection  has  been  heretofore 
raised  to  that  proceeding.  And  I  do  not  see 
why  the  gentleman  is  so  sensitive  upon  this 
point  now.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  this  mat-' 
ler.  It  was  only  alter  consultation  with  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  convention  that  I  offered 
this  resolution.  I  intended  no  discourtesy  to 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson  at  all. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     It  is  none  to  me. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  It  was  only  at  the  request  of  a 
number  of  members  that  I  offered  this  resolu- 
tion. It  was  thought  that  it  would  be  well  to 
have  upon  this  coinmitteo,  members  from  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  state. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  begs  leave  to 
state  that  he  takes  no  exception  to  this  resolu- 
tion, and  does  not  regard  it  as  an}-  discourtesy 
to  him.  He  read  the  rule  merely  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  convention. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  move  to  lay  this  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  WARREN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  ([uestion  being  then  taken  upon  laying 
the  resolution  upon  the  table,  upon  a  division, 
it  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  11,  noes  13. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  would  ask  if,  according  to 
the  rule  just  read,  the  adoption  of  this  resolu- 
tion would  carry  the  appointment  of  the  two 
gentleman  named  therein  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  opinion  it 
would. 
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Mr.  MARVIN.  I  think  the  resolution  should 
lie  over  a  day. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
this  resolution,  neither  do  1  care  anything  about 
it.  But  I  would  state  that  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  this  convention  to  add  members  to  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  motion  of  a  single  member, 
specifying  by  name  the  persons  to  be  so  added 
to  committees.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Lee, 
[Mr.  Johnston,]  was  added  to  the  military  com- 
mittee upon  my  motion. 

Mr.  GIBSON".  At  the  request  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  I  ask  leave 
to  modify  the  resolution  by  withdrawing  his 
name,  and  substituting  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Clayton,  [Mr.  Scott,]  in  its  place. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  my  consent  should  be 
gained  before  my  name  is  used  for  any  such 
purpose.  I  have  never  been  notified  of  any 
movement  of  this  character,  and  have  conse- 
quently not  taken  the  matter  into  consideration. 
It  is  seldom  that  I  shrink  from  the  performance 
of  any  duty  assigned  me;  but  I  would  ask  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  to  excuse  me  under  the 
circumstances,  as  I  have  as  good  reason  to  ask 
to  be  excused  as  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee, 
[Mr.  Clark.]  He  resides  in  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  state,  and  he  can  well  represent  that 
portion  of  it.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  excuse 
me  from  suffering  my  name  to  be  used  in  this 
connection.  I  do  not  wish  to  avoid  any  labor 
that  may  be  put  upon  me.  But  as  that  is  a  very 
important  committee,  I  do  not  think  I  am  the 
proper  person  to  be  placed  upon  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON".  I  will  withdraw  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  from  Claj'ton,  [Mr.  Scott,]  and 
retain  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee, 
[Mr.  Clark.] 

Mr.  TRAER.  "Would  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  this  resolution  be  in  order? 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  would  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  TRAER.  Then  I  move  that  this  whole 
subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Before  this  ques- 
tion is  taken  we  might  just  as  well  know  what 
we  are  doing  here  as  not.  As  I  understand  this 
resolution,  it  is  an  effort  to  so  constitute  the 
committee  on  expenditures  that  certain  gentle- 
men can  draw  mileage  around  through  the  state 
of  Illinois,  in  coming  to  and  returning  from  this 
convention.  Now  this  committee  have  not  had 
a  meeting;  but  still  gentlemen  suppose  they  will 
report  against  computing  mileage  upon  any  such 
plan.  And,  in  order  to  secure  a  majority  upon 
thecommittee,  who  will  favor  such  a  proposition, 
an  effort  is  made  here,  as  was  made  in  the  leg- 
islature last  winter,  to  pack  the  committee  by 
placing  upon  it  two  gentlemen  in  favor  of  that 
project. 

Now  this  is  not  courtesy  to  the  committee. 
There  is  no  precedent  for  it  in   the  previous  ac 
tion  of  this  convention.    It  is  true  members  have 
been  added  to  committees  upon  the  motion  of  a 
single  member ;  but  that  has  always  been  after 


those  committees  have  reported,  and  their  re- 
ports have  been  recommitted  to  them,  except 
when  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillas- 
py,]  moved  to  add  the  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr. 
Johnston,]  to  the  military  committee,  which 
was  regarded  by  all  at  the  time  in  the  nature  of 
a  joke. 

Now  I  am  as  willing  to  meet  this  matter  hero 
as  in  the  committee.  Let  those  gentlemen  wl.o 
are  in  favor  of  allowing  mileage  around  through 
Illinois,  and  down  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi, 
vote  for  this  resolution.  The  object  is  to  so 
stack  this  committee  that  they  may  get  the  mile- 
a^'e.  That  is  what  is  designed,  and  I  want  the 
convention  to  understand  it. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  do  not  understand 
that  this  is  what  we  came  here  for  to-night,  and 
I  therefore  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  call  for  the  previous  question,  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  desire  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.     I  withdraw  the  call. 

Mr.  PRICE.  I  know  nothing  of  this  propo- 
sition, so  far  as  it  proposes  to  appoint  me  as  a 
member  of  this  committee;  it  is  entirely  new, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  But  I  certainly  repel 
any  imputation,  if  meant  to  apply  to  me,  that  I 
would  favor  any  allowance  of  mileage  for  going 
around  through  the  State  of  Illinois,  or  by  any 
other  than  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
route.  It  is  too  small  a  matter  with  which  to 
contaminate  myself.  This  small  ammiut  of 
mileage,  more  or  less,  would  not  influence  me 
in  establishing  the  rate  of  mileage  here.  I  am 
not  parsimonious,  and  have  no  desire  to  take 
from  the  State  more  than  my  due.  If  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  that  I  would  be  in  favor  of  mile- 
age other  than  that  which  is  just,  right  and 
proper,  I  cast  back  the  imputation,  and  tell  him 
I  am  not  of  that  sort  of  persons. 

Mr  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  did  not  mean  to 
cast  any  imputation  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Pottawatamie,  [Mr.  Price.]  I  think  he  is  too 
honorable  and  high-minded  to  allow  himself  to 
be  used  for  any  such  purpose.  But  I  do  say, 
that  what  I  have  indicated  was  the  intention  of 
this  resolution,  and  it  was  supposed  by  those 
who  got  it  up,  if  not  by  the  mover,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pottawatamie,  [Mr.  Price],  and 
the  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark], 
would  be  in  favor  of  this  measure  in  regard  to 
mileage. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  certainly  have 
no  desire  to  say  much  upon  this  question.  I 
was  sorry  that  my  name  was  brought  forward  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  But  it  is  here 
now.  And  permit  me  to  express  my  deep  grat- 
itude to  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
Clarke],  for  the  compliment  he  has  paid  me. 
There  can  be  no  force  in  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  object  of  this  resolution, 
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UQless  that  object  could  be  carried  from  the 
mover  to  the  objects  moved  upoa. 

yiow,  if  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr. 
Cliirlv]  means  to  insinuate  that  because  I  live 
in  the  northe.astern  part  of  this  State,  and  may 
travel  through  Illinois  to  go  home,  therefore  I 
may  be  induced  to  disregard  my  duty,  and  the 
nature  of  the  statute  that  called  us  together 
here,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  he  doubtless  fol- 
lowed the  old  rule  of  judging  others  by  himself, 
and  according  to  that  it  is  a  righteous  judg- 
ment; andyecl  cannot  thank  him  much  for  the 
compliment. 

Now,  why  does  tlie  g-entleman  manifest  so 
much  feeling  upou  this  subject?  This  resolu- 
tion is  not  one  of  an  unusual  character.  Why 
does  he  seem  to  be  so  fearful  that  tliere  will  be 
a  mijority  upon  this  committee  who  will  be  in 
favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  mileage  ?  Is 
he  in  favor  of  drawing  the  strict  lines  in  this 
mitter  because  he  himself  cannot  be  benefitted 
by  a  more  liberal  construction  ?  Is  that  the 
reasDu  he  is  so  tenacious  in  his  opposition  to 
this  resolution  ? 

Now,  there  are  two  sides  to  thi=!  question.  I, 
for  o:ie,  do  not  ask  anything  from  this  conven- 
tion, or  from  the  State,  but  what  I  am  strictly 
and  legally  entitled  to.  And  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ling that  gentlemen  should  follow  me  to  where  I 
reside,  and  ask  my  fellow-citizens  whether  I 
am  avaricious  or  not. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  about  this  resolution. 
I  care  nothing  about  it.  I  certainly  think  I 
shall  be  in  favor  of  voting  for  a  resolution  to 
have  some  metnbcrs  added  to  that  committee.  I 
am  not  willing  to  have  the  committee  as  it  is 
now  constituted,  when  one  of  its  members  has 
manifested  the  feeling  that  the  gentleman  has 
shown  upon  this  question,  and  who  has  com- 
mitted himself  against  allowing  any  mileage  ex- 
cept that  computed  according  to  the  strictest 
measurement,  and  taking  exception  to  the 
course  of  the  legislature  of  this  winter  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter. 

Now  after  seeing  the  position  in  which  the 
gentleman  has  placed  iiimself  here,  I  ask  the 
convention  to  take  this  nutter  into  consider- 
ation, and  decide  l)y  their  vote  upon  this  reso- 
lution whether  they  are  willing  to  have  a  report 
upon  this  question  made  by  one  who  has  got  up 
here,  and  committed  himself  so  far  as  to  sit  in 
judgment,  not  only  upon  the  members  of  this 
convention,  but  upon  the  legislature  who  were 
in  session  here  this  winter. 

I  want  nothing  myself  but  the  legal  rate  of 
mileage  ;  I  would  not  take  more  if  the  conven- 
vention  would  give  it  to  me.  And  in  the  next 
place,  I  want  to  say  this,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  this  coniraittee  to  control  this  subject 
either  one  way  or  the  other.  Suppose  that  this 
convention  does  see  fit  to  give  me  only  half 
or  none,  of  what  I  am  entitled  to.  That  does 
not  preclude  me  from  presenting  my  claim  to 
th'j  next  legislature  that  sits  hero.  This  con- 
vention is  not  quite  omnipotent  in    this  matter. 


I  do  not  think  this  policy,  this  picayune  pol- 
icy, this  idea  of  having  a  committee  who  occu- 
pies the  position  the  gentleman  from  Johnson 
[Mr.  Clarke,]  has  occupied  hereto-night,  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  jewing  down  this  matter,  an  1 
closely  calculating  the  days  and  hours  oi' 
attendance,  the  feet  and  inches  of  travel,  and 
the  dollars  and  cents  due,  in  order  to  make  o^;" 
the  mileage  and  compensation  of  members 
this  convention — I  do  not  believe  this  will  moo 
with  so  much  favor  at  the   hands  of  this   body. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  can  see  no  necessity  at 
all  for  this  resolution.  If  I  had  any  evidence 
that  the  committee  on  expenditures,  as  at  pres- 
ent constituted,  would  not  do  justice  to 
members,  or  could  not  agree  upon  this  or  any 
other  subject,  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  to  increase  their  number.  But  if  it  is  nec- 
essary, without  an}'  such  evidence  as  that,  to  in- 
crease this  committee  from  tliree  to  five,  accord-  • 
ing  to  the  same  reasoning  it  would  be  necessary 
to  increase  it  seven,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 
When  we  have  some  evidence  that  this  cmnmit- 
toe  are  not  disposed  to  do  justice,  it  will  then  be 
time  enough  to  increase  their  number. 

Now  1  hope  that  in  regard  to  the  subject  of 
mileage  they  will  be  inclined  to  do  justice  to 
gentlemen.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  a 
law  to  go  by,  and  we  have  taken  an  oath  to  dis- 
charge faithfully  our  duties  here.  And  if  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  mileage  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  strict  letter  of  the  law, 
and  does  not  allow  mileage  to  gentlemen  accord- 
ing to  the  most  generally  traveled  route  from  , 
their  places  of  residence  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, I  shall  feel  bound  by  my  oath  to  go  against 
it. 

It  is  a  matter  of  small  importance  what  the 
pay  and  mileage  of  a  member  may  be.  ^\  o 
were  all  elected  with  a  distinct  understanding 
of  what  that  would  be.  And  I  hold  that  it  is 
a  wrong  principle  that  has  been  adopted  by  the 
legislatures  in  some  states,  to  whip  the  devil 
around  tiie  stump,  so  as  to  get  more  than  the 
law  allows.  I  think  it  is  morally  wrong  and 
should  not  be  practiced.  And  I,  lor  one,  will  go 
against  any  proposition  to  allow  any  gentleman 
more  mileage  than  the  law  would  allow  him,  by 
the  usually  traveled  routes;  and  if  this  commit- 
tee should  do  wrong  to  any  member  of  the  con- 
vention, he  would  have  the  right,  after  the  re- 
port was  made,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  con- 
vention to  tiio  matter,  and  have  it  rectified.  . 

Mr.  P.VllVIN.     As  a  member  of  this   commit-     \ 
tee  on  expenditure,  I  would  ask    the    convention 
to  excuse  me  from  further  service  upon  that  com- 
mittee. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  excusing  Mr. 
Parvin  from  further  serving  upon  tiie  committee 
on  expenditure,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  think  it  is  duo  to  myself, 
tl.at  I  should  offer  some  ex[)lanation  in  regard 
to  this  resolution.  I  have  been,  as  the  author 
of  this  resolution,  attacked  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  in,  to 
say  the  least  of  it,  a  very  uncourteous,    if  not  a 
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Tery  ungentlemanlj'  manner.  He  has  impugned 
my  motives,  without  any  just  provocation  so  to 
do.  He  has  intimated  that  I  desired  to  take 
from  the  state  that  to  which  1  was  not  entitled. 
That  charge  is  absolutely  and  entirely  without 
foundation. 

In  oft'ering  this  resolution,  I  did  not  commit 
myself  either  one  way  or  the  other  upon  this 
question.  I  did  not  say  whether  I  was  for  or 
against  a  liberal  construction  of  mileage.  I 
only  asked  that  this  matter  might  be  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  in  order  that  it  might  be  in- 
vestigated by  a  committee  that  should  not  be 
prejudiced  either  one  way  or  the  other,  I  asked 
thai  all  portions  of  the  state  might  have  an  equal 
representation  upon  that  committee.  1  had  no 
intention  of  forestalling  the  action  of  that  com- 
mittee. I  had  no  intention  of  dictating  to  that 
committee.  All  I  wanted  was  to  have  the  ex- 
treme portions  of  the  state  represented  upon  it, 
and  I  think  the  convention  will  bear  me  out  in 
this  matter. 

And  I  ask  that  gentlemen  will  not  impugn 
my  motives  without  some  cause  for  so  doing. 
It  is  unworthy  of  a  member  of  the  standing  of 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  regret  very 
much  that  my  remarks  have  created  this  very 
little  tempest  in  a  very  large  teapot.  Gentle- 
men seem  to  manifest  a  great  deal  of  feeling  up- 
on this  subject.  But  if  the  suspicion,  which 
entered  my  mind  the  very  moment  this  resolu- 
tion was  offered,  has  not  been  fully  borne  out  by 
the  conduct  of  gentlemen  here,  then  I  am  very 
much  mistaken.  They  may  deny  that  there  is 
any  wrong  intention  here  ;  they  may  say  that 
their  motives  have  been  wrongly  impugned. 
But  I  say  why  should  they,  before  a  report  is 
made  from  this  committee,  before  the  commit- 
tee has  taken  any  action  upon  this  question, — 
why  should  they  bring  in  a  resolution  here  to 
put  two  more  members  upon  that  committee, 
and  nominate  "hose  two  members  in  the  reso- 
lution? Why  was  it,  but  from  fear  that  the  re- 
port of  this  committee  might  not  meet  the  views 
and  wishes  of  certain  gentlemen  ?  Why  was  it, 
but  to  carry  out  a  certain  line  of  policy,  that 
they  have  marked  out  for  themselves,  and  to  ob- 
tain a  majority  report  from  that  committee  in 
accordance  with  that  line  of  policj? 

I  will  not  say  that  the  two  gentlemen  they 
select, d  knew  what  was  sought.  I  will  do  the 
gentleman  from  Pottawatamie,  [Mr.  Price,]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  the 
justice  to  say  that  I  do  not  su[.ppose  they  were 
selected,  with  their  understanding  that  they 
would  carrv  out  the  object  sought  to  be  obtain- 
ed. But  they  were  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of 
these  peculiar  ideas  upon  the  subject  of  mileage. 
If  that  was  not  the  reason,  then  I  want  the  gen- 
tleman from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson,]  to  tell  the 
convention  tlie  real  reason  for  offering  this 
resolution.  There  was  no  other  reason  on  the 
face  of  God's  earth. 

Gentlemen  may  deny  it ;  thoj'  may  claim  that 
their   motives    have  been   wrougly    impugned. 


But  I  say  upon  my  own  responsibility,  that  the 
only  object  and  purpose  of  that  resolution  was 
to  stack  the  committee  so  as  to  obtain  a  report 
conformable  to  the  views  of  certain  gentlemen 
upon  this  subject.  I  say  so,  because  1  have 
been  felt  upon  this  question,  because  I  have  been 
approached  to  find  out  my  particular  views  up- 
on this  subject,  to  learn  whether  I  was  in  favor 
of  allowing  mileage  around  through  the  state  of 
Illinois,  by  the  way  of  Dubuque  or  Burlington. 
And  without  committing  ourselves,  they  have 
been  led  to  suppose  that  mj'self,  and  perhaps 
the  gentleman  from  Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,] 
would  be  opposed  to  any  such  proposition. 
That  is  the  object  of  this  whole  movement,  or 
else  it  is  objectless.  There  can  be  no  other  pur- 
pose in  it,  except  it  may  be  to  introduce  some- 
thing into  the  convention  that  would  consume 
our  time. 

If  that  was  not  the  object  and  purpose  of  this 
resolution,  then  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to 
state  what  was  the  object  of  introducing  it.  I 
have  nothing  to  take  back  of  what  I  said,  be- 
cause I  have  said  only  what  I  believed  to  be 
true. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  will  state  the  object  of  this 
resolution.  If  the  gentleman  has  reference  to 
me,  as  having  felt  around  him  either  one  way 
or  the  other — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  No  sir  ;  I  did  not 
refer  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  I  never  have  had  a  word  with 
the  gentleman  upon  this  subject.  I  do  not 
know,  other  than  second-hand,  what  his  views 
are  upon  this  matter.  Neither  have  I  said  one 
word  this  evening,  in  advocating  this  resolution, 
concerning  the  subject  of  mileage,  either  j3?-o  or 
con. 

All  I  desired  to  accomplish  by  this  resolution, 
was  to  have  the  different  portions  of  the  state 
fully  and  fairly  represented  upon  that  commit- 
tee. The  committee,  as  now  constituted,  are  all 
from  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and  only  three 
in  number.  It  could  not  make  the  committee 
cumbersome  to  add  two  more  to  its  number. 
And  I  named  two  gentlemen  from  opposite  por- 
tions of  the  state,  without  consulting  them,  so 
that  the  .vhole  state  might  be  represented  upon 
this  committee.  That  was  my  object,  audi  had 
none  other. 

I  am  prepared  to  abide  the  decision  of  the 
committee  upon  this  question,  for,  as  my  friend 
from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  has  remarked,  if 
they  do  not  allow  me  any  mileage,  I  reckon  I 
can  get  home  at  my  own  expense.  I  did  not 
come  here  to  pilfer  from  the  state  ;  I  only  came 
to  ask  my  right.  And  in  doing  this,  1  claim 
that  this  committee  would  have  a  disposition  to 
give  us  our  rights.  That  is  all  that  I  ask,  that 
is  all  I  want. 

The  gentleman  must  be  very  suspicious  to 
impugn  my  motives  in  offering  this  resolution, 
without  my  saying  a  word  one  way  or  the  other 
upon  the  subject  of  mileage.  It  must  be  that 
he  knows  that  he  is  committed  to  a  narrow  con- 
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tracied  policy,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  and  he  is 
afniid  to  have  other  gentlemen  upon  the  com- 
mittee, for  fear  they  may  change  the  complexion 
of  the  committee  upon  this  subject.  I  think  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  were  uncalled  for  and 
Tery  improper. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alaraakee.  I  wish  to  say  one 
word,  and  but  one  word  only.  I  may,  perhaps, 
have  expressed  myself  rather  warmly,  more  so 
than  I  should  have  done.  But  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
touched  my  feelings.  I  thought  they  were 
meant  directly  to  impute  improper  motives  to 
me.  And  whenever  that  is  intentionally  done 
in  any  body,  here  or  elsewhere,  I  must  express 
myself  warmly,  more  so  than  I  would  upon  other 
occasions. 

I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  my  mind, 
from  what  it  was  before,  in  regard  to  this  resolu- 
tion. I  wish  simply  to  say  that  I  appreciate  the 
motives  which  prompted  these  thrusts  at  me, 
and  having  said  that,  I  am  willing  to  let  the 
matter  rest. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  gentleman 
from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  and  the  conven- 
tion, will  certainly  understand  that  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  impugn  his  motives  at  all.  I  stated  ex- 
pressly that  1  did  not  believe  he  had  been  con- 
sulted in  regard  to  the  use  of  his  name  in  con- 
nection with  this  resolution.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  impugning  the  motives  of  gentlemen 
when  they  have  done  nothing  to  justify  me  in 
doing  so. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  resolution. 

Upon  this  motion — 

iMr.  PETERS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  CL.\RK,  of  Alamakee,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting. 

The  question  being  taken,  upon  a  division, 
the  gentleman  was  excused;  ayes  17,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  PARVIN  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  PRICE  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
TOting. 

The  question  being  taken,  both  gentlemen 
were  excused. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  tlie  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely 
the  reHoliition  offered  l)y  Mr.  (iibson,  it  was 
agreed  to  ;  yeas  lo,  nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  (Jower,  («ray, 
Ilollingsworth,  Marvin,  Skill",  Traer,  Wilson, 
AVinchest-T  and  Young. 

Nays — .Messrs.  Day,  Ernerson,  Gibson,  Gillas- 
py.  Hall,  Johnston,  I'almer,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Robinson,  Scott,    Soely,   Solomon  and  Warren. 

Board  of  Education. 

The  Convention  then  resumed   the  considera- 


tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  education 
and  school  lands. 

Compensation  of  the  Board. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  to  be 
upon  striking  out  of  section  thirteen  the  words, 
"and  for  other  services,  such  compensation  as 
shall  be  provided  for  by  the  General  Assembly;" 
so  that  the  section  will  read — 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  receive  the 
same  per  diem  and  mileage,  during  the  time  of 
their  session,  as  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly." 

Mr.  HALL.  There  has  been  an  interchange 
of  views,  upon  the  subject  of  this  report,  among 
members  of  this  convention,  since  the  close  of 
the  afternoon  session,  which,  I  am  very  happy 
to  say,  has,  as  I  believe,  resulted  in  a  harmo- 
nious agreement. 

And  in  order  to  facilitate  matters,  I  would 
wish  to  have  this  report  taken  up  again  from 
the  beginning,  and  have  those  amendments 
made  to  it  which  has  been  suggested.  The 
friends  of  this  report,  who  have  acted  with  me, 
will  not,  I  think,  object  to  this  course,  and  per- 
haps we  can  dispose  of  this  article  in  a  very  few 
minutes;  I  hope  so,  at  least. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  would  ask  if  the  question 
must  not  be  first  taken  upon  the  pending  amend- 
ment, submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  John- 
son, [Mr.  Clarke]  ? 

The  PRESIDEN  T.  Unless  it  is  withdrawn  by 
the  mover. 

Mr.  P.\RV1N'.  This  amendment  proposes  to 
strike  out  a  part  of  this  report,  which  gives  the 
General  Assembly  the  control  of  this  board.  I 
am  opposed  to  that  amendment.  It  proposes  to 
strike  out  just  what  I  desiie  to  have  in,  a  pro- 
vision giving  the  general  assembly  the  control  of 
this  board.  And  now  the  gentleman  from  John- 
son proposes  to  strike  that  provision  out  entire- 

ly- 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  gentleman  is 
mistaken.  My  amendment  is  simply  to  strike 
out  these  words — "  and  for  other  services,  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the 
general  assemblj'." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  am  not  mistaken.  The  por- 
tion the  gentleman  proposes  to  strike  out  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  places  this  board  under  the 
control  of  the  general  assembly,  in  reference  to 
this  i)art  of  their  dntios.  I  wish  to  have  the 
board  of  education  altogether  under  the  control 
of  the  general  assiMnljIy;  and  it  was  for  that 
rea.'ion  that  1  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke.]  to  leave  to 
the  general  assembly  to  fix  the  term  of  office, 
duties,  and  compensation  of  this  board. 

I  think  it  often  happens,  as  it  happened  this 
afternoon,  that  people  under  a  little  excitement, 
having  their  minds  fixed  upon  a  favorite  meas- 
ure, do  not  stop,  when  a  movement  comes  from 
one  who  is  opposed  to  their  measure,  to  examine 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong,  but  vote  against  it, 
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because  the  proposition  comes  from  an  opponent, 
or  aa  enemy,  as  they  consider  him.  Such  I 
think  was  the  case  in  regard  to  an  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr. 
Wilson,]  which  1  think  is  necessary  in  order  to 
avoid  confusion  hereafter.  I  cannot  think  the 
friends  of  this  report  would  have  objected  to  that 
amendment,  had  they  given  it  the  second 
thought.  I  believe  they  voted  against  it  merely 
because  it  came  from  one  whom  they  considered 
an  enemy  to  this  report. 

Now  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  member  here 
who  has  any  object  in  view,  except  the  good  of 
the  community,  and  the  welfare  of  the  rising 
generation,  by  providing  such  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools  as  they  need.  This  word  "  com- 
mon" is,  I  think,  misunderstood  by  ray  friend 
from  Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin.]  It  means  nothing 
more  than  that  the  schools  shall  be  common  to 
all,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  That  is  where  the 
commonness  of  the  system  is.  It  does  not  mean 
a  particular  grade  or  class  of  schools,  but  mere- 
ly that  the  child  of  the  beggar,  and  the  child  of 
the  millionare,  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  school 
in  common.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  wish  to 
have  the  word  "common"  inserted. 

There  is  another  matter  I  will  allude  to  here. 
I  hesitate  about  proposing  the  amendment  for 
fear  it  will  be  voted  down,  because  I  am  consid- 
ered an  enemy  of  this  report.  I  do  not  wish  this 
board  of  education  to  heve  unlimited  power  in 
regard  to  their  expenses,  as  the  legislature  has.  It 
is  not  necessary,  when  this  board  meet  together, 
that  they  should  appoint  a  sergeant-at-arms,  a 
door-keeper,  and  all  the  retinue  of  officers  com- 
mon to  the  general  assembly.  I  desire  to  have  an 
amendment  introduced  that  will  cut  off  all  this 
unnecessary  expenditure.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  this  board,  when  it  meets  together, 
to  have  that  amount  of  correspondence  that 
members  of  the  general  assembly  have  during 
a  long  session  ;  therefore,  I  would  let  them  pay 
their  own  postage  ;  and,  if  a  per  diem  of  three 
dollars  is  not  enough,  I  would  give  them  more. 
I  think  that,  by  this  plan,  we  might  cut  off  much 
unnecessary  expense. 

I  throw  out  these  suggestions,  and  hope  that 
some  friend  of  the  bill  will  offer  an  amendment 
to  accomplish  the  objects  I  have  indicated.  I 
am  afraid  it  will  be  voted  down  if  I  move  it. 
And  I  hope  that  some  member  who  voted  against 
inserting  the  word  "common,"  before  the  word 
"schools,"  will  move  to  reconsider  that  vote.  It 
can  do  no  harm  at  the  worst. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,]  labors  under  a  mistake 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke.]  It  proposes 
to  strike  out  that  portion  of  the  thirteenth  sec- 
tion which  gives  the  legislature  power  to  grant 
extra  compensation  for  time  that  they  are  not  in 
session.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  over  the 
provisions  of  this  report  he  will  find  that  the 
only  compensation  to  which  this  board  is  to  be 
entitled,  will  be  their  per  diem  and  mileage. 
And  this  amendment  is  to  cutoff  the  possibility^of 


the  legislature  giving  them  any  further  compen- 
sation. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the 
arrangement  that  has  been  entered  into  between 
the  friends  ond  the  opponents  of  this  article. 
The  friends  of  the  article  have  agreed  with  those 
who  opposed  it  to-day,  to  consent  to  certain 
amendments  being  made  to  it.  And  although 
we  have  opposed  this  article  throughout,  and  are 
not  satisfied  with  it,  even  with  those  amendments, 
yet,  if  they  are  made  to  it,  we  are  willing  to 
support  it.  And  I  presume  that,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  has  suggest- 
ed, we  can  go  back  and  have  these  amendments 
inserted. 

The  first  amendment  agreed  upon  is  to  strike 
out  the  word  'board,'  where  it  occurs  the  second 
time  in  that  section,  and  insert  the  words  'gen- 
eral assembly,'  in  lieu  thereof;  and  also  to  strike 
out  the  last  sentence,  which  reads  as  followS : 
"No  regular  session  of  the  board  shall  be  held 
during  the  time  the  general  assembly  may  be  in 
session."  The  section,  if  go  amended,  would 
read: 

"The  first  session  of  the  board  of  education 
shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  after  their  election  ; 
after  which  the  general  assembly  may  fix  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting." 

The  next  amendment  is  in  the  twelfth  section, 
to  insert  the  word  'common,'  before  the  word 
♦schools,'  so  that  the  section  would  read — 

"The  board  of  education  shall  provide  for  the 
education  of  all  the  youths  of  the  state,  through 
a  system  of  common  schools,  <Sc." 

The  next  amendment  agreed  upon  is  the  one 
new  pending,  to  strike  out  the  words,  in  the 
thirteenth  section,  ''for  other  services  such  com- 
pensation as  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  general 
assembly  ;"  so  that  the  only  compensation  of 
members  of  this  board  shall  be  the  same  jL)er  dkm 
and  mileage  as  is  provided  for  members  of  the 
general  assembly. 

The  next  amendment  is  in  section  fifteen,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "sixty-five,"  and  insert  the 
words  "sixty-three,"  as  the  time  after  which  the 
legislature  shall  have  power  to  abolish  or  re-or- 
ganize this  board  ;  also  to  strike  out  the  words 
"two-thirds  of  each  branch  concurring  ;"  so  that 
a  majority  vote  of  the  general  assembly  can  ef- 
fect this  object.  I  would  also  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  to  strike 
out  the  word  'supersede,'  and  insert  the  word 
'abolish,'  in  this  section. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  believe  these  words  mean  the 
same  thing.     I  do  not  care  which  word  is  used, 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me 
that  this  change  should  be  made.  This  fifteenth 
section  will  then  read : 

"At  any  time  after  the  year  1863,  the  general 
assembly  shall  have  power  to  abolish  or  re-or- 
ganize said  board  of  education,  and  provide  for 
the  educational  interest  of  the  state  in  any  other 
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manner  that  to  them  shall  seem  best  and  pro- 
per." 

I  believe  these  are  all  the  amendments  agreed 
upon  between  at  least  a  portion  of  the  opponents 
and  friends  of  this  article.  I  presume  they  will 
be  satisfactorvto  a  majority  of  this  convention. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  "lirst  question  before 
the  convention  is  upon  the  pending  an  endment 
offered  to  the  thirteenth  section  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarlie.] 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  At  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  I  will  consent  to  withdraw  my  amendment 
for  the  present. 

I  desire  to  say  that,  while  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing that  the  friends  of  this  article,  and  other 
gentlemen  who  have  been  spoken  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Jelferson,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  should 
asree  upon  these  amendments,  and  while  they 
will  at  least  obviate  some  of  my  objections  to 
this  article,  I  do  nor  wish  to  be  understood  as 
being  a  party  to  this  agreement.  While  I  shall 
not  oppose  these  amendments,  I  shall  reserve  to 
myself  the  right  of  placing  myself  upon  ihe  re- 
cord iu  opposition  to  this  whole  project.  I  am 
willing  to  withdraw  mj'  amendment  and  let  the 
friends  of  this  agreement  propose  it. 

The  PRESIDEXT.  The  Chair  would  suggest 
as  this  is  one  of  the  amendments  agreed  upon, 
the  question  may  as  well  be  put  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     Very  well. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GhAY.  While  we  are  upon  this  section, 
I  would  suggest  a  verbal  amendment  which  I 
AvouUl  like  to  have  made  :  that  is,  to  strike  out 
the  words  "and  mileage,"  after  the  words  "per 
diem,"  and  insert  after  the  word  "  session  "  the 
words  "and  mileage  going  to  and  returning 
therefrom,"  so  that  the  section  would  read: 

"  The  Board  of  Education  shall  each  receive 
the  same  per  diem,  during  the  time  of  their  ses- 
sion, and  mileage  going  to  and  returning  there- 
from, as  members  of  the  General  Assembly." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  This  seems  to  be  designed  to 
prevent  the  legislature  from  assigning  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  any  duties  in  their  respective 
districts,  and  paying  them  for  performing  them. 
My  attention  was  called  to  this  subject  by  a  let- 
ter from  an  eminent  scholar,  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of  the  Normal  School  in  New  York, 
but  is  now  a  citizen  of  ihis  State.  I  received  a 
letter  from  him  some  time  since,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  provisions  which  lie  thought  should  be 
inserted  in  the  first  measure  upon  this  subject. 
And  it  was  on  account  of  this  that  I  offered  the 
proposition  I  did,  to  allow  the  legislature  to  as- 
sign members  of  this  Hoard  other  duties,  and 
pay  them  for  it.  I  consider  tha".  if  they  have 
no  other  duties  except  to  sit  here  twenty  days, 
they  will  have  but  little  to  do  that  will  be  pro- 
fitable. I  would  have  the  legislature  assign  cer- 
tain duties  to  them  in  their  several  departments, 
such  as  will  infuse  a  spirit  of  interest  into  the 
districts  in  which  they  live. 


If  the  legislature  is  not  to  have  the  power  to 
assign  these  additional  duties  to  the  members  of 
this  Board,  it  occurs  to  me  this  whole  scheme 
will  lack  the  vitality  that  it  ought  to  possess.  I 
am  surprised  that  the  amendment  which  was 
adopted  a  few  moments  since,  was  ever  consent- 
ed to.  The  amendment  now  pending  is  to  hind 
the  legislature  still  farther,  so  that  the  people 
cannot  send  members  to  the  General  Assembly 
W'ho  shall  have  power  to  do  anything  in  relation 
to  the  public  schools,  except  to  let  the  Board  sit 
here  twenty  days  in  the  year.  This  is  the  next 
step  to  breaking  down  this  whole  system.  I 
can  hardly  think  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  say- 
ing that  they  desiie  to  promote  the  best  system 
of  schools,  when  they  strike  so  fatal  a  blow  to 
the  system  as  this. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  I  entertained  the  same  view 
of  this  matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Jones  [Mr. 
Marvin]  does,  I  should  feel  exactly  as  he  does. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  this  amendment  prevents 
the  legislature  from  assigning  this  employment 
to  the  members  of  this  Board.  The  jiower  is 
here,  though  not  expressed,  just  as  much  as 
though  it  was  expressed  in  so  many  words.  I 
am  sure  I  am  not  mistaken  in  that.  I  would 
not  agree  to  insert  a  provision  that  the  legisla- 
ture should  not  have  power  to  assign  certain 
duties  to  the  members  of  this  Board.  I  cannot 
feel  as  the  gentleman  does  ;  but  I  hope  he  will 
believe  me  sincere  in  this  matter. 

The  question  ivas  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Jlr.  Gray,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

No  further  amendment  being  offered  to  this 
section — 

Passage  of  Laws  hij  the  Board. 

Section  fourteen  was  then  read  as  follows: 
"  A  majority  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  ;  pro- 
vided, no  rule,  regulation,  or  law,  for  the  regu- 
lation and  government  of  common  schools  or 
educational  systeiu,  shall  pass  without  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
the  board,  which  shall  be  exj)ressed  by  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  final  jiassage.  The  style  of  all 
acts  of  the  board  sha'l  be,  '  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
board  of  education  of  the  state  of  Iowa.'" 
No  amendment  being  olfored  to  this  section — 

Rc-organization  of  Utc  Board. 

Section  fifteen  was  read  as  follows  : 
"  At  any  time  after  the  year  ISti'),  the  general 
assembly,  two-thirds  of  each  branch  concurring, 
shall  have  power  "to  supersede  or  re-organize 
said  board  of  education,  and  provide  for  tho 
educational  interest  of  the  state  in  any  other 
manner  that  to  them  may  seem  best  and  proper." 
iMr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  this  article 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  sixty-five,"  and  in- 
serting  the  word   sixty-three ;"  also,   to  strike 
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out  the  words,  "  two-thirds  of  each  branch  con- 
curring;" and,  also,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"supersede,"  and  insert  the  word  "abolish." 
The  section  will  then  read  as  follows ; 

"  At  any  time  after  the  year  18G3,  the  general 
assembly  shall  have  power  to  abolish  or  re-or- 
ganize said  board  of  education,  and  provide  for 
the  educational  interest  of  the  state  in  any 
other  manner  that  to  them  may  seem  best  and 
proper." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  make 
one  suggestion  here,  and  that  is,  that  we  shall 
have  no  general  assembly  in  1863,  as  we  shall 
probably  arrange  so  as  to  have  the  general  as- 
sembly meet  upon  other  years. 

Mr.  HALL.     That  is  not  determined  yet. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  say  that  the 
general  impression  in  the  convention  is,  that  we 
should  try  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  general 
assembly  come  on  even  years,  to  suit  the  terms 
of  office  of  our  United  States  Senators. 

Mr.  HALL.  They  must  be  on  odd  years  for 
that. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ments to  the  fifteenth  section,  offered  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  they  were  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  article 
on  education  and  schools  had  been  gone  through 
by  sections,  and  was  now  open  to  farther  amend- 
ment. 

Sessions  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  section  four 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  board,"  where  it  oc- 
curs the  second  time,  and  inserting  the  words 
"general  assembly",  and  also  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  no  regular  session  of  the  board  shall 
be  held  during  the  time  the  general  assembly 
may  be  in  session."  The  section  would  then 
read : 

"  The  first  session  of  the  board  of  education 
shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  after  their  election; 
after  which  the  general  assembly  may  fix  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  The  general  assembly  are  to 
be  allowed  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 
It  seems  to  me  the  board  should  meet  at  the 
seat  of  government,  wherever  that  may  be.  If 
they  are  allowed  to  meet  wherever  they  see  fit, 
they  will  be  log-rolling  around  from  one  place 
to  another.  They  should  meet  at  the  seat  of 
government  only,  where  they  will  have  better 
accommodations. 

gentle- 
is  now 
general 
a  while 


Mr.  HARRIS.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
man  from  Muscatine  that  this  matter 
placed  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  the 
assembly,  and  that  is  just  what  he  said 
ago  that  he  wanted. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the 
ments  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson,  they  were 
to. 
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Common  Schools. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  amend  section 
twelve  by  inserting  the  word  "  common"  between 
the  words  •'  system  "  and  "schools,"  so  that  the 
section  will  read: 

"The  board  of  education  shall  provide  for  the 
education  of  all  the  youths  of  the  state,  through 
a  system  of  common  schools.  A  school  shall 
be  organized  and  kept  in  each  district  at  least 
three  months  in  each  year.  Any  district  failing 
for  two  consecutive  years,  to  organize  and  keep 
up  a  school,  may  be  deprived  of  their  portion 
of  the  school  fund." 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  amendment  having 
been  once  offered  to-day,  and  rejected,  it  cannot 
be  made  now,  and  have  the  journal  read  right, 
without  the  vote  rejecting  it  to  be  reconsi- 
dered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  I  would  request  seme 
gentleman,  who  voted  against  the  amendment 
before,  to  move  a  re-consideration  now. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  voted  against  this  amend- 
ment before.  1  now  move  to  re-consider  the 
vote  by  which  it  was  rejected. 

The  motion  being  taken  upon  there-consider- 
tion,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
to  insert  the  word  "  common"  between  the  words 
"  system  of"  and  "school,"  and  being  taken,  it 
was  agreed  to. 


Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Section  ten,  as  it 
now  stands,  reads  as  follows : 

"  The  board  shall  not  have  power  to  levy 
taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money.  The 
contingent  expenses  shall  be  provided  for  by  the 
general  assembly." 

I  know  there  is  a  pretty  general  feeling  in 
this  convention — perhaps  among  a  majority  of 
its  members —  to  have  the  question  settled  some- 
where in  this  article,  as  to  whether  these  con- 
tingent expenses  are  to  be  a  charge  upon  the 
school  fund  or  not.  If  gentlemen  are  willing  to 
have  an  amendment  inserted  here,  that  they  shall 
not  be  a  charge  upon  the  school  fund,  that  will 
satisfy  many  members  here,  who  are  now  in 
doubt  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  sections 
of  the  article  upon  the  school  fund  and  school 
lands,  have  so  completely  specified  the  uses  to 
which  this  fund  shall  be  put,  that  it  cuts  off  en- 
tirely the  possibility  of  its  being  used  for  any 
other  purpose.  I  think  this  point  is  already 
fully  guarded. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  will  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  if  he  is  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  a  very  fair  construction, 
to  say  that  these  officers,  we  are  now  creating 
here,  are  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  school  sys- 
tem as  school-masters  are  ? 
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Mr.  HALL.  Will  this  board  be  a  common 
Bcbool? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  will  be  part  of 
the  common  school  system ;  there  can  be  nu 
doubt  about  that. 

Mr.  HALL.  Will  it  be  a  school  ?  If  not,  then 
the  school  fund  cannot  be  expended  upon  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  will  not  be  itself 
a  school,  but  it  is  certainly  a  part  of  the  com- 
mon school  system.  I  want  to  have  this  matter 
settled  ^o  that  the  legislature  cannot  say  that 
these  incidental  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  school  fund. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  voted  for  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  this  afternoon,  upon  this  sui  ject,  and  I 
•\vould  be  willing  to  vote  for  it  again. 

Mr.  TRAER.  It  appears  to  me  that  section 
three  of  the  article  on  school  funds  and  school 
lands  settles  this  question.     That  section  reads  : 

"  The  general  assembly  shall  encourage,  by 
all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  improvement. 
The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  this  State,'  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to 
the  new  States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  D. 
18-il,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  persons  who 
may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will  or  heir, 
and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by 
Congress,  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  State,  shall 
be,  and  remain  a  perpetual  tund,  the  interest  of 
■which,  together  with  all  rents  of  unsold  lands, 
and  such  other  means  as  the  general  assem1)ly 
may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  common  schools  throughout 
the  State." 

I  understand  that  this  section  confines  the 
expediturc  of  this  fund  strictly  to  the  use  of 
common  schools.  I  think,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall,]  says,  that  this 
board  is  not  a  common  school,  and  therefore, 
cannot  have  any  of  this  fund. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  language  used 
in  this  section  is — "  shall  be  inviolably  appro- 
priated to  the  support  of  common  schools 
throughout  the  State."  Gentlemen  are  acting 
upon  ilic  suppositidn  that  these  oflicers  wc  are 
creating  here  arc  to  bo  a  part  of  the  common 
school  system  of  the  State,  and  the  legislature 
may  take  that  view  of  it.  I  know  tliere  are 
many  members  hero  who  suppose  that  is  a  cor- 
rect view  of  this  subject,  and  that  the  expenses 
of  this  board  can,  under  the  tenth  section  as  it 
now  stands,  be  properly  chargeable  to  the  school 
fund.  And  it  is  to  obviate  any  such  under- 
standing— gentlemen  may  call  it  a  7n/.?-under- 
Blanding,  if  they  please — that  I  moved  the 
anuMidment  I  did,  so  as  to  have  no  ambiguity 
about  this  matter.  Gentlemen  may  see  that  if 
we  can  debate   this  question   hero  amoiig  our-  J 


selves,  it  may  be  debated  in  the  legislature ;  and 
if  they  are  hard  up  for  funds,  it  may  come  very 
handy  for  them  to  turn  the  matter  over  to  the 
school  fund,  rather  than  resort  to  direct  taxa- 
tion to  pay  these  incidental  expenses. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  say  that 
this  amendment  having  been  voted  down  once 
to-day,  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  oifer  it  again 
at  this  time. 

i\Ir.  SCOTT.  I  would  inquire  what  was  the 
exact  form  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  to  this 
section? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  was  to  strike  out 
the  word  "contingent,"  and  insert  the  word 
''all"  before  the  word  "the;"  also  to  add  to  the 
section  the  words  "but  no  part  of  the  cost  and 
expeuses  of  the  said  board  shall  be  a  charge  up- 
on the  school  fund.  That  portion  of  the  section 
would  then  read : 

"  All  the  expenses  shall  be  provided  for  by 
the  general  assembly ;  but  no  part  of  the  cost 
and  expenses  of  said  board  shall  be  a  charge  up- 
on the  school  fund." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  1  voted  in  the  majority  upon 
that  amendment ;  and  I  now  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  it  was  rejected. 
My  object  is  that  we  may  put  this  matter  of 
drawing  from  the  school  fund  at  rest.  There  is 
a  difierence  of  opinion  in  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men here  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Some  are 
of  opinion  that  this  section  as  it  now  stands  is 
good  enough,  that  the  constitution  is  sufficiently 
guarded  upon  this  point  already.  The  gentle- 
man from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  thinks  that 
they  cannot  filch  from  this  school  fund  at  all,  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  these  oflicers.  Other  gen- 
tlemen here  take  a  difl'erent  view  of  this  matter. 
I  am  not  myself  quite  ready  to  form  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  But  if  this  clause  is 
added  to  this  section,  this  matter  would  be  for- 
ever put  at  rest.  If  this  matter  be,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Des  Moines  says  it  is  already,  then 
the  addition  of  this  clause  will  change  nothing, 
and  the  gentleman  cannot  object  to  it.  If  it 
should  be  super-abundant,  there  can  be  no  good 
valid  reason  against  it,  save  the  fact  of  super- 
abundance. And  to  conciliate  all  upon  this 
subject,  I  think  the  gentleman  should  consent  to 
it.  It  would  at  least  render  the  matter  more 
clear  in  my  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of  some 
others. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  I  thought  there  could  be  any 
reasonable  doubt  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I 
would  yield  my  objections  to  this  amendment. 
But  I  do  not  like  to  have  this  repetition  and  re- 
iteration in  the  constitution.  I  think  it  is  all 
right  as  it  is.  This  matter  is  fixed  beyond  con- 
troversy in  the  article  upon  the  school  fund  and 
school  lands;  if  it  is  not,  then  we  can  fix  it 
there  when  wo  get  to  it. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

rjjon  this  motion — 

,\Ir.  CL.VUKE,  of  Henry,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 
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The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  agreed 
to;  yeas  12,  nays  18,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gray,  Har- 
ris, Parvin,    Scott,  Seely,   Solomon  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gow- 
er,  Hall,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin,  Patterson,  Pe- 
ters, Robinson,  Skill',  Traer,  Warren  and  Win- 
chester. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  that  the  article  be  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  revision,  engrossment  and  enrollment. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  order  the  article  to  be 
read  a  third  time,  and  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  23, 
nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Harris,  HoUings- 
worth, Marvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Robinson, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Warren  and  Win- 
chester. 

ISays. — Messrs.  Bunker.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Gray,  Parvin,  Traer  and 
Young. 

School  Funds  and  School  Lands. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  article  on  school  funds 
and  school  lands  having  been  read  through 
once,  will  now  be  read  by  sections  for  amend- 
ment. 

The  first  section  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Management  of  School  Funds   and  Lands. 

"  The  educational  and  school  funds  and  lands 
shall  be  under  the  control  and  management  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 

University  Fund. 

Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
*'  The  University  lands,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof,  and  all  moneys  belonging  to  said  fund, 
shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use  of  the 
State  University.  The  interest  arising  from  the 
same  shall  be  annually  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port and  benefit  of  said  University. 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 


all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  improvement. 
The  proceeds  of  all  lauds  that  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  shools,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  disposed  of,  and  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to 
the  new  States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  D. 
1841,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  persons  who 
may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will  or  heir, 
and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by 
Congress,  on  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  Scate,  shall 
be,  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of 
which,  togetherwith  all  rents  of  the  unsold  lands, 
and  such  other  means  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  common  schools  throughout  the 
State-" 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 
Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by  persons 
as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from  military 
duty,  and  the  clear  proceedsof  all  fines  collected 
in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of  the  pe- 
nal laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied,  in  the 
several  counties  in  which  such  money  is  paid,  or 
fine  collected,  among  the  several  school  districts 
of  said  counties,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
youths  subject  to  enumeration  in  such  districts, 
to  the  support  of  common  schools,  or  the  estab- 
lishment of  libraries,  as  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  from  time  to  time  provide." 

No  amendments  being  offered  to  this  section — 

University  Lands. 

Section  five  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"The  General  Assembly  shall  take  measures 
for  the  protection,  improvement,  or  other  dispo- 
sition of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United 
States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this  State, 
for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds  accru- 
ing from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from 
any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall 
be,  and  remain  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of 
which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  said 
University,  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the 
arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized  by  the 
terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
provide  effectual  means  for  the  improvement  and 
permanent  security  of  the  funds  of  said  Univer- 
sity." 

No  amendments  were  offered  to  this  section. 

Affents  of  School  Funds. 


Common  School  Fund. 
Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows 


Section  six  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"The   financial   agents    of   the  school   funds 

K^^v.-.^..  .^.^^  v^.,^  ^^. „  -„ — ,..  .  I  siiall  be  the  same,  that  by  law,  receive  and  con- 

"  The  General  Assembly  shall   encourage,  by  |  trol  the  State  and  countyrevenue,  for  other  civil 
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purposes,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law.' 

No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

Distribution  of  Common    School  Fund.t. 

Section  seven  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  tiie  number  of 
youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twentj-one 
years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  the 
General  Assembly."' 

The  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the  article 
had  been  read  through  by  sections,  and  was  still 
open  for  amendment. 

Tuition  in   Schools  to  be  free. 

5Ir.  ELLS.  I  have  an  amendment  which  I 
desire  to  oft'er  to  the  third  section.  I  move  to 
amend  that  section  by  adding  the  following  : 
"in  which  tuition  shall  he  without  charge,"  so 
that  the  section  would  read  as  follows  • 

"  The  General  Assemoly  shall  encourage,  by 
all  suitablemeans,  the  promotion  of  intelle'ctual 
scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  improvement! 
The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  this  state,  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to 
the  new  states,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
theseveralstatesof  the  Union,  approved  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  per- 
sons who  may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will 
or  heir,  and  also  such  percent,  as  may  be  grant- 
ed by  Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands  iii  this  state, 
shall  bo  and  remain  a  prepetual  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which,  together  with  all  rents  of  the 
unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means  as  the  "-en- 
eral  assembly  may  provide,  shall  be  inviolably 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  common  schools 
throughout  the  state,  in  which  tuition  shall  be 
■without  charge.,' 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  that  amendment  will  not 
prev.ail.  I  think  if  adopted  it  will  lead  to  most 
mischievous  results.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that 
a  school  system  which  is  entirely  supported  by 
the  public  funds  is  not  successful  :  and  the 
adoption  of  such  a  system  here  would  in  my 
opinion  prove  a  most  fatal  blow  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  tliis  state.  There  are  a  great 
many  districts  in  this  state  as  yet  sparely  settled. 
I.ut  most  of  the  school  districts  desire  to  keej) 
up  school  si.x,  seven  and  nine  months  in  a  year, 
so  that  they  can  send  their  small  children  in  the 
fiummer  season,  and  their  larger  ones  in  the 
winter  season.  They  want  to  divide  the  fund 
so  as  to  make  an  crpial  distribution  between 
lie  winter  and  summer  seasons.  •  If  you  force 
liiem  to  nppiy  all  their  funds  in  one  season,  either 
»n  the  winter  or  the  summer,  you  will  be  inUict- 


ing  an  irreparable  injury  upon  the    interests    of 
common  school  education. 

I  hope  the  convention  will  not  adopt  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  eentleman  from  Scott, 
[Mr.  Ells,]  but  leave  this  matter  to  be  deter- 
mined in  the  future,  as  the  public  exigencies 
may  require. 

Mr.  ELLS.  My  object  in  offering  the  amend- 
ment was  to  have  common  schools  in  which  poor 
children  should  be  always  sure  to  have  their 
tuition  free  of  charge.  I  wish  to  make  provis- 
ion so  that  this  class  cannot  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  schools  on  account  of  not  being  able 
to  pay  tuition. 

Jlr.  HALL.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  legislature  always  provides  for  indigent 
children  whose  parents  are  unable  to  provide 
for  them. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  shall  regret  to  see  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr. 
I  Ells]  adopted.  Having  served  as  one  of  the  di- 
rectors in  a  school  district,  I  have  had  some  lit- 
tle experience  in  this  matter.  When  we  have  our 
school  meetings,  the  first  question  that  is 
presented  is,  whether  a  school  shall  be 
taught ;  and  when  they  have  voted  in  favor  of 
keeping  up  a  school,  then  the  question  is  in  re- 
gard to  money  to  sustain  it.  If  there  be  not 
public  money  enough  to  keep  up  the  school  for 
three  or  six  months,  as  the  case  may  be,  then 
they  decide  to  take  what  public  money  there  is, 
and  tax  the  citizens  of  the  district  for  the  bal- 
ance. I  find  that  this  system  works  well,  and 
everybody  appears  to  favor  it.  Those  parents 
who  are  too  poor  to  send  their  children  to  school 
always  have  this  privilege  given  them  ;  for  ev- 
ery community  will  permit  the  children  of  indi- 
gent persons  to  receive  the  privileges  of  tho 
school  without  charge. 

Mr.  M.VRVIN.  Perhap."?  a  majority  of  tho 
convention  feel  as  the  gentleman  from  Scott, 
[Mr.  Ells]  does  upon  this  question.  1  am  con- 
vinced that  the  gentleman  from  Scott  has  not 
had  so  large  a  family  to  educate  in  common 
schools  as  I  have ;  and  I  am  convinced  also 
that  he  has  not  acted  as  an  oflicer  in  a  school 
district  as  long  as  I  have,  or  he  would  not  have 
moved  the  amendment  ho  has  submitted. 

\Vc  cannot  expect  that  our  schools  for  threo 
or  five  months  will  be  supported  entirely  by  the 
public  funds.  Perhaps  it  is  not  desirable  that 
they  shoulil  be.  As  the  gentleman  from  Wapel- 
lo [Mr.  Gillaspy]  says,  the  question  comes  up 
in  every  school  district,  how  long  a  time  shall 
there  be  a  .'^chooi,  and  what  proportion  of 
funds  shall  be  applied  to  the  summer,  and 
what  proportion  to  the  winter  school  ?  I  have 
always  lived  very  near  school-houses,  so  that 
this  question  in  relation  to  providing  for  sum- 
mer and  winter  schools  has  not  made  much  dif- 
fe  rcnco  with  me.  Hut  in  all  the  various  school 
districts  wiiert-  I  have  lived,  whether  in  this 
state  or  w  Ohio,  the  question  has  come  up  shall 
we  use  a  portion  of  the  school  funds  for  tho 
benefit  of  those  who  live  at  a  distance  from    tho 
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school-house,  and  who  are  unable  to  send  their 
children  to  school  during  the  inclement  seasons 
of  the  year?  And  wherever  I  have  lived,  the 
people  have  been  always  willing  to  divide  the 
fund  between  the  two  schools. 

We  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  bound  by  a 
constitutional  provision  to  make  our  common 
schools  free  to  all,  but  should  let  the  several 
districts  regulate  this  matter  for  themselves.  If 
we  do  that,  I  will  warrant  you  that  poor  chil- 
dren will  never  be  turned  out  of  our  common 
schools.  In  all  my  experience,  I  have  never 
known  a  child  of  poor  parents  turned  out  of 
school  because  his  parents  were  poor.  The 
directors  of  school  districts,  in  making  out  their 
bills,  always  take  this  matter  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  if  there  are  families  that  are  not  able 
to  pay  for  the  schooling  of  their  children,  they 
are  not  called  upon  to  pay  when  the  bills  are 
made  out  and  pr<isented. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  The  amendment  proposed  here, 
as  suggested  by  the  gentleman  upon  my  left, 
[Mr.  Marvin],  will,  in  my  opinion,  work  a  seri- 
ous injury  to  the  school  system  of  the  State. 
An  experiment  similar  to  this  was  tried  in  New 
York.  A  law  was  passed  there  making  schools 
free,  for  which  purpose  it  was  provided  that 
taxes  should  be  raised,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  that  might  arise  after  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  school  fund  was  used  up.  The  ex- 
periment was  tried  there  a  few  years,  but  it  was 
strongly  resisted,  and  it  was  found  that  it  did 
not  work  very  well,  and  they  abandoned  the 
system.  The  rule,  I  believe,  generally  holds 
good,  that  we  do  not  value  that  which  costs  us 
little  or  nothing.  Now,  if  in  any  district  in 
New  York,  they  do  not  have  sufficient  funds  to 
pay  the  teachers,  they  raise  the  necessary 
amount  by  direct  taxation  per  capita.,  with  this 
exception — that  the  children  of  parents  who  are 
unable  to  pay  their  tuition,  are  admitted  free. 
I  know  that  when  I  used  to  teach  school  in  that 
State,  the  school  trustees  would  always  get  to- 
gether to  make  up  their  deficiency,  and  certain 
persons  would  not  be  charged  anything  for  their 
tuition,  on  account  of  their  indigent  circum- 
stances, while  the  remainder  of  the  district 
would  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  the  scholars 
they  sent  to  school. 

If  we  should  incorporate  the  provision  of 
the  gentleman  from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells]  into  our 
constitution,  it  would  become  established  as 
organic  law,  which  could  not  be  repealed.  I 
am  confident  that  its  adoption  here  would  work 
irreparable  injury  to  the  school  system  of  this 
State.  I  have  seen  the  system  tried  which  he 
proposes ;  I  have  lived  under  it,  and  I  have 
seen  it  abandoned,  in  a  State,  too,  where  the 
cause  of  education  is  as  firmly  seated  in  the  af- 
fections of  the  people  as  in  any  portion  of  the 
country.  1  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
Scott  [Mr.  Ells]  is  animated  by  the  best  of  mo- 
tives in  offering  the  proposition  he  has  submit- 
ted here  ;  but  I  believe,  if  it  is  adopted,  it  will 
retard  the  advancement  of  the  educational  in- 
terests of  this  State. 


Mr.  WILSON.  I  believe  the  identical  ques- 
tion, raised  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells],  was  decided 
at  one  time  by  the  court,  in  Ohio.  The  law 
there  provided  that  the  school  directors  might 
levy  contributions  upon  the  scholars,  in  order 
to  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  carry  on  a 
school  for  such  time  as  the  districts  m  ght  de- 
termine. The  question  came  up  in  this  way:  A 
scholar  had  been  sent  to  a  school,  but  the  pa- 
rents refused  to  pay  the  contribution  levied, 
and  the  child  was  then  turned  out  of  school. 
An  action  was  commenced,  in  order  to  bring  up 
the  question,  whether  th«  trustees  had  the  right 
to  eject  a  child  from  school,  so  long  as  there 
was  public  money  in  the  treasury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  school.  And  the  court 
held  that,  so  long  as  the  public  money  lasted, 
every  child  in  a  district  was  entitled  to  go  to 
school,  and  that  they  could  not  expel  him  for 
refusing  to  pay  this  contribution. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  amendment  will  not 
change  the  rule  at  all,  even  though  it  should  be 
placed  in  the  constitution.  It  simply  provides 
that  the  schools  shall  be  free  to  all.  Free  how? 
for  how  long?  Free  so  long  as  the  public  mo- 
ney shall  last.  Alter  that  time  the  school  takes 
another  shape,  and  it  is  then  supported  by 
contribution.  Under  the  present  arrangement, 
according  to  the  decision  made  in  Ohio,  every 
child  would  be  entitled  to  attend  school  until 
the  public  money  was  exhausted ;  and  even 
though  the  directors  of  the  district  had  levied 
contributions  upon  parties  who  should  turn 
around  and  refuse  to  pay  the  contribution,  still 
they  would  be  entitled  to  send  their  children  to 
school  as  long  as  the  public  money  lasted.  That 
principle,  as  I  before  remarked,  was  decided  in 
the  case  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  precisely 
the  same  principle  is  contained  in  our  laws. 

Mr.  HALL.  Why  does  not  the  gentleman  go 
a  step  further,  and  say  that  they  also  decided 
that  a  person  who  sent  a  scholar  was  liable  to 
pay.  They  cannot  turn  a  scholar  out,  but  they 
do  not  release  the  parent  from  the  liability  of 
this  additional  tax  put  upon  him. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  state  that  the  decision 
was  that  they  could  not  turn  the  child  out  of 
school,  even  though  the  parent  refused  to  pay, 
until  the  public  money  was  exhausted  ;  then,  if 
the  parent  refused  to  pay  this  contribution,  they 
could  send  the  child  out  of  school. 

Mr.  HALL.  They  also  said  that  this  addition- 
al tax  or  levy  could  be  collected,  and  if  the  pa- 
rents failed  to  pay  it,  they  could  then  turn  the 
scholar  out.  I  wish  to  have  our  system  so  ar- 
ranged that  they   should  not  turn  scholars  out. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  recollect  very  well  the  law 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr. 
Wilsoi',]  alludes.  I  felt  the  effects  of  it  to  a 
certain  extent.  We  made,  in  the  district  in 
which  I  resided,  a  division  of  the  money,  as 
usual,  for  two  different  schools,  one  for  the  win- 
ter and  one  for  the  summer  season.  One  man 
in  the  district  claimed  that  we  had  no  riglit 
whatever  to  make  such  a  division:  that  we  must 
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keep  up  tbe  school  until  the  fund  was  expended, 
and  on  that  account  refused  to  pay  his  school  bill, 
although  abundantly  able  to  do  so;  and  he  has  to 
this  day  refused  to  pay  this  bill  to  the  poor  girl 
■who  taught  tbe  school.  The  law  was,  however, 
soon  changed.  If  wc  mean  that  poor  children 
should  be  benefited  by  schools,  let  us  leave  this 
matter  in  such  a  condition  that  the  funds  can  be 
divided  for  both  winter  and  summer  schools,  and, 
by  all  means,  keep  this  amendment  out  of  the 
constitution,  M'hicli  we  are  here  framing. 

Jlr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  certainly 
a  misapprehension,  on  the  part  of  some  gentle- 
men, with  regard  to  this  amendment. 

It  seems  to  me  that  they  dare  not  reject  it; 
that  they  must  accept  it.  What  are  they  doing 
here  ?  They  are  talking  about  this  school  fund, 
as  though  it  were  coming  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  It  is  a  gift  to  us,  and  we  are  merely 
trustees  of  it.  It  has  been  given  to  the  youth  of 
the  state  for  educational  purposes,  and  we  are 
merely  acting  here  in  the  capacity  of  trustees. 
Ever}'  child  in  the  state,  poor  or  not,  has  a 
claim  upon  this  fund,  and  that  is  all  the  gentle- 
man from  Scott  [Mr.  Ells]  means  by  his  propo- 
sition. While  we  are  framing  this  constitution, 
and  saying,  in  respect  to  this  particular  subject 
of  education,  what  schools  we  shall  have,  he 
merely  says  that  all  schools  in  the  state  shall 
be  free. 

So  far  as  these  funds  are  concerned,  we  are 
not  going  beyond  that.  We  are  saying  nothing 
about  the  funds  which  may  be  raised  by  direct 
taxation.  We  are  talking  about  the  funds  which 
belong  to  all  the  children  of  the  state,  the  chil- 
dren of  the  rich  and  poor,  black  and  white, 
alike. 

All  the  children  in  our  state  are  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  fund,  and  all  we  ask  here  is, 
that  our  common  schools  shall  be  free  and  open 
to  all.  I  defy  gentlemen  to  incorporate  into  the 
connstitution  any  provision  that  would,  in  posi- 
tive terms,  say  that  these  schools  shall  not  be 
free  and  open  to  all.  W^hy  are  they  afraid  to 
assert  the  principle  here  asked  for  ?  W^hy  are 
they  afraid  to  give  a  name  that  shall  properly 
characterize  these  schools,  as  it  has  character- 
ized them  in  other  states?  It  is  intended  to  es- 
tablish a  universal  fund,  by  which  schools  shall 
be  kept  free  and  open  to  all.  This  is  the  very 
idea  of  common  schools  ;  they  would  not  be 
common  schools,  unless  the  idea  of  their  being 
free  and  open  to  all  was  incorporated  into  the 
system.  Have  gentlemen  forgotten,  that  when 
this  question  came  up  in  another  shape,  they 
voted  in  favor  of  this  same  principle,  and  that 
it  was  once  carried  in  this  convention?  Has 
anything  occurred  to  change  their  opinion  since?  i 
Nothing  but  the  fact,  that  this  report  has  gone  i 
through  the  manijjulations  of  the  committee  | 
again,  and  has  come  here  altered  and  changed  ' 
in  some  particulars,  and  among  other  changes,  j 
this  idea  of  a  system  of  free  schools  has  been 
stricken  out,  which   the  gentleman  from  Scott  I 


[Mr.  Ells]  now  proposes  to  re-instate.     It  once 
received  a  majority  vote  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  HALL.     Never. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Then  I  am  very 
much  mistaken. 

Mr.  ELLS.  My  recollection  is,  that  we  voted 
in  favor  of  free  schools. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  am  very  certain 
that  the  proposition  was  carried.^ 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Henry  what  he  means  by  a  free 
school ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Just  exactly  this: 
We  have  a  fund  founded  by  the  United  States 
government  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
Iowa ;  we  are  acting  as  trustees  of  this  fund, 
and  all  the  children  of  the  state,  who  enter  our 
common  schools,  should  have  the  advantage  of 
this  fund,  so  far  as  it  goes. 

Mr.  TRAER.  We  have  provided  in  this  same 
article,  that  there  shall  be  a  school  taught  at 
least  three  months  in  everj'  district  each  year. 
I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Henry  this 
question  :  If  there  is  not  money  enough  belong- 
ing to  that  district  lo  pay  for  a  three  months' 
school,  how  are  you  going  to  have  a  school  upon 
this  free  school  system? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  is  a  very  simple 
matter  to  manage.  You  must  suppose,  if  there 
is  a  district,  and  if  there  are  people  in  it,  that 
there  is  property  also  in  it.  If  they  wish  a 
school,  lliey  can  get  together,  and  can  either 
contribute  themselves,  or  the  legislature  can 
establish  a  system  by  which  they  shall  be  taxed 
in  addition  to  this  school  fund ;  and  the  poor 
children  of  that  district  can  then  come  in  and 
have  the  benefit  of  the  school,  so  far  as  their 
portion  of  the  public  money  is  concerned.  That 
is  as  far  as  we  ask  to  go.  We  say  that  so  far  as 
this  fund  is  concerned,  every  child  in  that  dis- 
trict shall  have  permission  to  attend  school. 
When  that  fund  is  expended,  the  district  have 
a  right  to  continue  their  school  for  nine  months 
more  if  they  see  fit,  on  their  own  terms. 

Mr.  TRAER.  The  gentleman  from  Henry 
seems  to  think  that  we  must  understand  tins 
matter  as  he  docs.  Do  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman to  say,  that  a  free  school  is  a  school 
which  is  paid  for  by  the  public  money? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  say  that  we  aro 
making  provision  here  for  free  schools,  so  far  as 
this  fund  is  concerned. 

Mr.  TRAER.  AVill  the  gentleman  from  Henry 
answer  my  question? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  can  give  the  gen- 
tleman facts  and  argument,  but  I  cannot  bestow 
understanding  upon  him.  I  say  that  we  aro 
merely  providing  in  the  constitution  for  the  ap- 
plication of  this  fund.  What  is  it?  It  is  a  fund 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  children  in 
the  State.  We  do  not  say  that  there  shall  be  a 
system  of  taxation,  to  have  schools  taught  so 
many  months  in  a  year;  but  we  merely  say  that 
this  fund   shall  go  to  the  support  of  common 
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schools  ;  and  all  we  ask  is,  that  these  common 
schools,  which  this  fund  supports,  shall  be  free 
schools.  If  they  want  other  schools,  let  them 
provide  for  them  by  contribution,  or  in  some 
other  way.  We  have  no  right  to  divert  this 
fund  from  its  true  object,  for  it  is  not  money  for 
the  people  to  dispose  of  as  ihey  may  see  fit.  It 
is  a  sacred  school  fund,  provided  by  another 
power,  and  given  to  this  State  as  trustee,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  State.  The 
children  of  this  State  have  the  right  to  its  ex- 
clusive use.  If  this  school  fund  supports  a 
school  in  a  district  for  three  months  in  a  year, 
every  poor  child  there  has  a  right  to  attend  for 
that  length  of  time. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word 
upon  this  question  ;  but  to  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  the  amendment.  The  course,  however, 
which  the  friends  of  the  amendment  have  taken, 
induce  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  it.  I 
am  anxious  to  see  the  day  when  every  child  in 
the  State  shall  be  educated  entirely  free  of 
charge ;  and  I  am  willing  that  the  little  property 
I  possess  shall  be  taxed  for  that  purpose,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  children  of  others  as  well  as  for 
the  benefit  of  my  own.  That  time  has,  however, 
not  yet  arrived.  We  have  not  yet  a  fund  suffi- 
cient to  educate  all  the  children  of  the  State. 
entirely  free  of  charge ;  and  I  am  well  satisfied, 
for  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  the  system  of 
common  schools,  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
rising  generation  of  this  State  do  not  demand 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  this  kind. 

We  want  the  schools  so  kept  that  they  will 
accommodate  all  the  children  of  the  State,  and 
so  that  no  child  shall  be  deprived  of  the  privi- 
leges which  they  afl"ord.  Suppose  there  is  a 
fund  suflicient  to  pay  for  a  school  for  three 
months.  If  this  amendment  be  adopted,  that 
money  must  be  paid  in  these  three  months,  and 
no  public  money  can  be  appropriated  during  the 
balance  of  the  year.  Suppose  that  they  want, 
in  that  school  district,  to  keep  up  a  school  for 
six  months,  and  there  is  a  fund  sufiBcient  to  pay 
for  a  school  but  half  of  that  time,  they  decide 
that  the  money  must  be  paid  for  a  three  months' 
school  to  be  kept  during  the  summer  season. 
The  poor  man  who  is  living  there  cannot  lose 
the  labor  of  his  children  during  that  period  of 
the  year,  and,  therefore,  derives  no  benefit  from 
that  fund.  Again,  if  the  directors  say  that  the 
money  must  be  appropriated  for  a  three  months' 
school  during  the  winter  season,  this  poor  man 
can  send  his  children  then,  but  another  poor 
man,  a  neighbor  of  his,  cannot  send  his,  and 
thus  he  will  be  cut  off  from  the  privilege  of  re- 
ceiving any  benefit  from  the  public  funds. 

The  interests  of  education  would  be  much  bet- 
ter promoted,  if  the  directors  could  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  half  of  the  money  shall  be  appro- 
priated for  a  three  months'  school  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  the  other  half  for  a  three  months' 
Bchool  in  the  winter.  No  child  will  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  the  school,  because  his  father  is 
poor.  The  child  may  be  sent  to  the  school  and 
educated,  and  no  one  will  turn  him  out.     The 


directors  may,  if  they  can,  collect  the  tuition 
from  the  parent  or  guardian  ;  but  if  they  can- 
not, the  child  can  still  be  sent  to  school,  and  he 
will  be  in  no  danger  of  being  turned  out.  This 
has  been  done  time  and  time  again.  Widows, 
who  have  large  families  to  support,  receive  the 
benefit  of  schools  for  their  children,  without  any 
charge  being  made  by  the  trustees. 

If  you  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells,]  you  will  deprive  a  great 
many  children  in  the  State  of  the  benefits  of  this 
fund.  I  do  think  that  the  gentlemen,  who  have 
urged  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  so  strong- 
ly, have  not  examined  it  to  see  what  its  practi- 
cal operation  will  be.  They  are  honest  in  this 
matter,  and  mean  just  what  they  say,  and  they 
think  it  essential  to  the  perfection  of  this  sys- 
tem that  these  schools  should  be  made  entirely 
free.  I  say  so,  too,  whenever  we  have  funds 
suflicient  to  have  a  school  in  every  district, 
where  there  are  children  enough  to  make  up  a 
school.  I  wish  to  see  a  system  of  free  schools 
for  this  State,  but  the  time  for  such  a  system  has 
not  yet  arrived;  we  have  not  now  a  fund  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose.  Now  the  directors  may 
provide  for  a  school  during  three,  six.  or  nine 
months  of  the  year,  as  they  think  proper,  and 
more  good  will  result  from  this  system  than  by 
adopting  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Scott,  [Mr.  Ells.] 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  convention  with  any  extended  re- 
marks. I  wish  to  make  a  single  remark  for  the 
benefit  of  my  friend  from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,] 
in  answer  to  the  insinuation  which  he  has  thrown 
out  here  with  regard  to  myself.  He  says,  in 
answer  to  a  question  which  I  asked  him,  that  he 
could  give  me  reasons  and  arguments,  but  he 
could  not  give  me  understanding.  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  gentleman,  that  I  suppose  it  is  an  estab- 
lished principle  of  law  that  a  person  cannot  give 
a  good  title  to  that  which  he  does  not  possess 
himself.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  That  remark  is  not 
original ;  it  was  made  iu  this  capitol  some  two 
years  ago.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  might  say,  also,  that  the  gen- 
tleman, in  the  first  place,  borrowed  the  allusion 
he  made  to  me,  and  I  of  course  used  a  borrowed 
remark  in  answer  to  him.     (Laughter.) 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  seems  to  be  borrowed 
capital  all  around.     (Renewed  laughter.) 

Mr.  ELLS.  My  object  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment, was  to  secure  the  education  of  all  the  poor 
children  in  the  State. 

I  wish  to  have  the  game  system  prevail  here 
that  prevails  in  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts. In  those  States,  if  a  school  is  kept  in  a 
district  school  house,  every  child  has  a  right  to 
attend  it.  If  a  parent  is  not  able  to  pay  for 
the  tuition  of  his  children,  it  is  no  reason  why 
the  children  should  be  kept  out  of  school. 

I  would  like  to  see  the  amendment  I  have 
ofi'ered  adopted,   because,   by  so  doing,  it  will 
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compel  us  to  use  the  public   money  to  keep 
schools  free  so  long  as  the  money  lasted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Ells, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  8,  nays  25,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Clark  of  Ala- 
makee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Ells,  Gray,  Hollings- 
worth,  Secly  and  Wilson. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Robinson,  Scott,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Traer,  Warren,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  CL.A.RKE,  of  Johnson.  If  there  is  to  be 
no  further  action  upon  this  article,  I  would 
move  an  adjournment, 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  wish  to  offer  amendments 
to  the  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  sections,  so  that 
the  convention  may  act  upon  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  not  press 
my  motion  for  an  adjournment,  then. 

Borrowing  of  School  Fund  hy  the  State. 

Mr.  SOLOMOX.  I  propose  to  strike  out  of 
section  five  the  last  clause,  which  reads  : 

"And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  effectual 
means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent 
security  of  the  funds  of  said  university." 

Also,  the  words,  "and  county,"  near  the 
middle  of  the  sixth  section,  so  that  the  section 
would  read — 

"The  financial  agents  of  the  school  funds 
shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law  receive  and  con- 
trol the  State  revenue,  for  other  civil  purposes, 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  by 
law. 

I  propose  also  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
seventh  section,  which  reads — 

"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
youths  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one 
years,  in  such  manner  as  may  bo  provided  by 
the  General  Assembly." 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  : 
"  Sec.  7.  For  the  purpose  of  erecting  chari- 
table institutions,  and  other  public  buildings  of 
this  State,  the  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law  for  borrowing  from  the  school  and  uni- 
versity funds  for  a  series  of  years,  such  sum  or 
sums  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  such  pur- 
poses, for  which  they  shall  annually  pay  to  the 

Bchool  fund  interest  at  the  rate  of per  cent. 

per  annum." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson, 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row at  <J  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  March  4,  1857. 

The  Convention  met  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Distributing  the  Debates. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER,  from  the  special  commit- 
tee relative  to  the  publication  of  the  debates 
and  their  distribution,  made  the  following  re- 
port : 

^'Resolved,  That  W.  Blair  Lord  be  employed 
to  index  and  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
debates  of  this  convention,  and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  said 
services. 

"Ecsolced,  That  the  fifteen  hundred  copies  al- 
ready ordered,  if  the  same  shall  exceed  twelve 
hundred  pages,  they  shall  be  bound  in  two  sep- 
arate volumes. 

"And,  when  the  debates  shall  have  been  pub- 
lished, they  shall  be  distributed  as  follows : 

Eighty  copies  to  the  State  Historical  Society; 

Two  copies  to  each  state  and  organized  terri- 
tory ; 

Two  copies  to  each  county  in  the  state,  one  of 
which  shall  be  kept  in  the  county  offices ; 

Twenty  copies  to  each  member  of  the  conven- 
tion; 

Five  copies  to  eacli  of  the  secretaries,  report- 
ers, sergeant-at-arms  and  chaplain  of  this  con- 
vention ; 

One  copy  to  each  state  officer,  and  supremo 
and  'iistrict  judge ; 

One  copy  to  each  messenger  and  other  officer 
of  the  convention  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

The  remainder  of  the  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred copies  shall  be  placed  in  the  possession  of 
the  state,  and  bo  disposed  of  as  may  be. designa- 
ted by  law.i 

'^Resolved,  That  S.  C.  Trowbridge  be  employed 
to  distribute  the  debates  of  this  convention,  as 
provided  for  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
that  he  bo  paid  for  such  distribution  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars;  and  to  be  dist:ibutod 
as  soon  as  ready. 

S.    G.    WlNClIESTEK, 

Lewis  Toduunteu, 
J.  C.  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Jlr.  ll.\.LL, 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Printing  and  Distributing   the  Journal. 

iMr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  made  the  following 
report: 

"  The  spccal  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
certain  resolutions  relative  to  printing  and  dis- 
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tributing  the  journal  of  this  convention,  have 
had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  for  the 
action  of  the  convention. 

'^Resolved,  That  John  Mahin  be  and  he  is 
hereby  emploj'ed  to  print  one  thousand,  copies 
of  the  journal  of  this  convention,  with  the  con- 
stitution attached,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of 
the  constitution  separately;  and  that  he  be  paid, 
as  a  compensation  therefor,  the  prices  now  paid 
by  law  to  the  state  printer  for  similar  kind  of 
work ;  Provided,  that,  in  printing  the  said  work, 
the  state  shall  only  be  charged  for  single  com- 
position. 

'■^Resolved,  That  John  Bittraan,  of  Dubuque 
county,  be  employed  to  translate  the  constitu- 
tion into  the  German  language,  and  print 

copies  of  the  same ;  and  that,  for  translating  the 
same,  he  be  paid  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  and, 
for  printing,  the  prices  now  paid  by  law  to  the 
state  printer  for  the  same  kind  of  work. 

"■Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  conven- 
tion be  entitled  to  twenty-five  copies  of  the  jour- 
nal of  this  convention  for  distribution  ;  and  that 
the  remainder  of  said  journals  be  placed  in  the 
state  department  far  the  use  of  the  state. 

"■Resolved,  That  the  ten  thousand  copies  of 
the  constitution  (the  printing  of  which  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  foregoing  resolution,)  be  divided 
among  the  counties  according  to  population,  and 
that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  county  judge  of 
each  county  for  distribution  among  the  people. 
"Resolved,  That  the  German  constitution  be 

divided  among  the  counties  as  follows  :  

"Resolved,  That  T.  J.  Saunders,  the  secretary 
of  this  Convention,  be  employed  to  index  and 
superintend  the  printing  of,  and  distribute  the 
journals  and  constitutions  herein  provided  for; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  as  a  compensation  in  full  for 
said  services. 

W.  Penn.  Clarke, 

Chairman. 
Mr.  WILSON.  I  -wish  to  inquire  whether 
there  is  not  a  written  contract  between  Messrs. 
A.  P.  Luse  &  Co.,  and  the  convention  in  regard 
to  printing  the  constitution.  I  understand  that 
the  bond  of  these  printers  covers  the  printing 
of  the  constitution  as  well  as  the  debates. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  state,  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman,  that  I  understand  the 
contract  between  the  convention  and  Messrs.  A. 
P.  Luse  &  Co.,  is  confined  solely  to  the  printing 
of  the  debates,  and  refers  to  nothing  else.  This 
report  makes  provision  for  printing  the  journal 
and  the  constitution,  and  for  distributing  them 
among  the  people. 

Mr.  HALL.     I  have   a  minority  report  upon 
this  same  matter  which  I  wish  to  present. 
The  report  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  committee 
upon  printing  and  distributing  the  journal  and 
constitution,  begs  leave  to  report  : 

"That  there  are  a  large  number  of  foreigners, 
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immigrants  from  Holland,  within  thia  state, 
many  of  whom  are  naturalized  citizens  of  the 
United  states.  These  people  are  industrious 
and  worthy  citizens,  generally  well  educated  in 
their  mother  language,  but,  in  a  matter  so  im- 
portant as  a  constitution,  very  many  of  them 
will  not  be  able  to  fully  comprehend  the  true 
meaning,  if  required  to  study  it  in  the  English 
language.  As  a  matter  of  justice  to  them,  and 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  fully  understand 
this  important  subject,  the  undersigned  recom- 
mends that  Henry  B.  Scholte,  of  Pella,  Marion 
county,  be  employed  to  translate  and  print  one 
thousand  conies  of  the  constitution  in  the  Hol- 
land language,  and  that  he  be  required  to  dis- 
tribute the  same  to  the  Hollanders  in  this  state, 
and  that  he  receive  the  usual  compensation  for 
his  services  and  postage. 

J.  C.  Hall." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke]  if 
there  are  any  blanks  to  be  filled  in  the  report 
submitted  by  him  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  committee 
has  designated  the  number  of  copies  they  thought 
it  desirable  to  print  in  English,  but  they  have 
left  a  blank  for  the  number  to  be  printed  in  the 
German  language  ;  and  also  a  blank  as  to  the 
manner  of  distribution.  The  committee  found, 
upon  consultation,  that  to  distribute  copies  of  the 
constitutisn  in  German,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  counties,  would  not  be  the  best 
and  safest  mode  of  distribution,  for  the  reason, 
that  while  there  are  many  counties  which  have 
a  heavy  German  population,  there  are  other 
counties  which  have  scarcely  any.  We  there- 
fore left  those  blanks,  in  our  report,  leaving  it 
to  the  convention,  upon  consultation  and  delib- 
eration, to  specify  what  number  of  the  constitu- 
tion shall  be  printed  in  the  German,  and  in 
what  manner  they  shall  be  distributed. 

Printing  the  Journal  in  English. 

The  first  of  the  series  of  resolutions  presented 
by  the  committee,  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  That  John  Mahin  be  and  he  is 
hereby  employed  to  print  one  thousand  copies  of 
the  journal  of  this  convention  with  the  constitu- 
tion attached,  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  the 
constitution  separately,  and  that  he  be  paid,  as 
a  compensation  therefor,  the  prices  now  paid  by 
law  to  the  state  printer,  for  similar  kind  of  work; 
Provided,  that  in  printing  the  said  work,  the 
state  shall  only  be  charged  for  single  compo- 
sition." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  say,  in 
explanation  of  this  resolution,  that  the  conven- 
tion of  1846  printed  eight  thousand  copies  of 
the  constitution,  when  the  population  of  the 
state  was  not  one  tenth  of  what  it  is  now.  We 
thought  that  ten  thousand  copies  would  not  be 
too  large  a  number  for  a  population  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  lam  opposed  to 
the  printing  of  the  journal  of  the  convention,  as 
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I  do  not  see  any  necesssity  for  incurring  the  ex-  here,  and  the  votes  we  have  given  upon  the  va- 
iieii?e  which  it  will  necessarity  involve.  Having  ,  rious  questions  as  Ihej  came  up  here.  The 
made  provisions  for  riponin;^  and  publishing  ^  journal  will  contain,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
ihe  proceedings  of  the  couveuiion  at  length,  I  do    and  ordinary  proceedings  of  the  convention,  the 


not  see  the   necessity  for    the    printing    of  the 
journal. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  feci  upon  this  subject  very 
much  like  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee  [Mr. 
Clark].  I  think  that  the  volumes  of  the  de- 
bates of  the  convention  will  contain  all  that  we 
require.  It  will  certainly  contain  all  the  re- 
ports, resolutions,  motions,  votes,  and  all  the 
speeches,  and  I  cannot  see  what  else  we  want. 
The  publication  of  this  journal  will  subject  us 
to  considerable  expense,  and  one  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  be  altogether  unnecessary.  I  there- 
fore shall  vote  against  the  printing  of  the  jour- 
nal. We  have  provided  for  an  enrolled  copy,  to 
be  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
that,  I  think,  will  be  sufScient. 

Mr.  IIAKRIS.  If  my  recollection  be  correct, 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson]  is  a  little  mistaken. 
It  is  true  that  tLe  resolutions  are  given  in  the 
debates,  but  I  think  the  yeas  and  nays  are  not 
given. 

Mr.  WILSON.     Certainly  they  are. 
Mr.  EDWARDS.      I    move  to   strike  out  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  which  provides  for  the 
printing  of  the  journal. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  do  not  desire  to  put  the  con- 
vention to  any  unnecessary  expense.  If  they 
desire  to  dispense  with  the  printing  of  the  jour- 
nal entirely,  I  have  nothing  to  say  ;  but  such  a 
thing  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  conven- 
tions of  this  character. 

1  know  of  no  deliberative  body  that  has  ever 
refused  to  print  the  journal  of  the  Secretary. 
It  is  true,  we  have  a  reporter's  journal.  It  was 
the  intention,  originally,  to  print  three  thousand 
copies  of  that,  and,  as  I  understand  from  the 
friends  of  the  proposition,  it  was  also  the  inten- 
tion to  print  tiftcen  hundred  copies  of  the  Sec- 
retary's journal.  But  it  was  thought  too  ex- 
pensive, and  ihe  number  of  copies  of  the  re- 
]iorler's  journal,  to  be  printed,  was  stricken 
down  one-half. 

If  the  convention  think  that  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the  reporter's 
journal  will  give  that  information  to  their  con- 
stituents, which  they  demand,  1  have  not  a  word 
to  say.  I  am  not  prep:ired  to  say  what  tlie  ex- 
pense will  be  of  printing  the  journal  of  the  Sec- 
retary. The  Secretary  infoi  mod  me  a  while 
ago,  that  his  journal  will  make  prol)ably  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  pages.  Tiie  printing  of  Ihe 
journal  will  bo  a  cheap  way  to  get  information 
of  our  action  before  the  people.  We  now  have 
ordered  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  reporter's 
journal  for  distribution.  If  we  print,  in  addi- 
lion  to  that,  a  thousand  copies  of  the  Secretary's 
journal,  not  bound,  but  put  up  in  the  usual  style 
of  legislative  documents,  we  will  increase  very 
materially  the  knowledge  of  our  constituents, 
in  regard  to  the  positions  which  wo  have  taken 


amended  constitution.  It  was  generally  sup- 
posed that  one  thousand  copies  of  the  journil 
would  not  lurnish  a  sutKcient  number  of  the 
amended  constitution,  and  hence  we  have  pic- 
yided  for  printing  it  separately.  I  think  the 
information  in  the  journal  is  of  that  kind  wbiiU 
we  desire  to  spread  before  the  people,  and  which 
they  can  get  in  no  other  way.  It  would  certain- 
ly be  unprecedented,  as  I  before  remarked,  in 
the  history  of  the  countrj-,  to  refuse  to  print  the 
journal  of  the  secretary. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  the  convention, 
at  the  outset  of  our  proceedings,  had  adopted 
the  original  report  of  the  committee  upon  print- 
ing the  debates,  and  had  ordered  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  debates,  I  should  nort  occupy  the 
position  of,  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr. 
Wilson,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee, 
[Mr.  Clark.]  But  since  we  have  cut  down  the 
number  of  debates  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
copies,  I  ask,  would  that  number  of  the  journal 
be  sufficient  to  be  divided  among  six  hundred 
thousand  people?  It  seems  to  me  not.  The 
committee  cut  down  the  number  of  journals  to 
the  lowest  possible  amount  that  they  considered 
advisable,  and  we.  have  now  only  one  thousand 
five  hundred  copies  of  debates  provided  for,  and 
that  with  a  thousand  copies  of  journals,  will 
make  but  two  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of 
both  to  distribute  to  over  half  a  million  of  peo- 
ple. It  seems  to  me,  that  unless  w^e  wish  to 
conceal  from  the  people  a  knowledge  of  our 
votes,  and  our  position  upon  the  various  ques- 
tions that  have  been  presented  here,  this  amend- 
ment ought  not  to  prevail.  I  am  as  anxious  to 
save  expense  as  any  other  man  here ;  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  make  provision  for  placing 
the  records  of  the  convention  in  such  a  shape 
that  the  peojjle  may  ascertain  how  their  repre- 
sentatives have  voted  upon  the  various  questions 
that  have  been  presented  here,  many  of  whiili 
were  not  anticipated  to  come  up  when  they  wtro 
elected.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  matter  of  ex- 
pense, which  will  be  incurred  by  the  printing  of 
this  journal,  will  be  a  vi  ry  small  item  when 
compared  with  the  necessity  of  giving  the  peo- 
ple this  inl'orniation.  I  lio])e,  therefore,  that 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mi'. 
Edwards,]  will  not  prevail. 

l\Ir.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Gentleman  La\u 
failed  to  satisfy  mo  that  there  is  any  necessil\' 
for  printing  the  journal.  In  the  first  place,  if 
we  have  not  provided  for  printing  a  suffKient 
number  of  tlie  debates,  let  us  increase  that  num- 
ber. It  can  be  done  cheaper  and  with  less  ex- 
pense than  we  can  print  the  journal.  If  a  mem- 
ber, with  twenty  copies  of  the  reports  of  this 
convention  going  into  his  district,  cannot  satisly 
his  constituents  as  to  his  positions  hero,  upon  tho 
vaiious  questions  that  come  u])  for  the  action  of 
the  convention,  he  must  have  a  very  unreasona- 
ble constituency,  in  my  opinion,  and  one  that 
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Tvill  hardly  be  satisfied  with  any  thing.  I  see 
no  necessity  for  priatiug  this  journal,  and  I  shall 
vote  againat  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  am  in  favor  of 
printing  the  journal  of  this  convention.  I  am 
confident  the  people  of  the  State  will  he  anxious 
to  know  what  wo  have  done  here.  Some  will  be 
an.\ious  to  know  what  has  been  said,  but  the 
'greater  number  will  be  more  anxious  to  know 
•what  we  have  done.  The  journal  is  a  journal 
of  our  acts.  The  reports  may  contain  our  acts, 
but  they  also  contain  our  talk.  The  journal 
separates  our  acts  from  our  talk,  and  the  people 
can  look  and  see  how  each  mm  has  voted,  no 
matter  how  he  has  talked.  Every  constituency 
will  be  anxious  to  know  how  their  representa- 
tive has  voted,  and  I  am  -willing  they  should 
know.  lam  in  favor  of  publishing  our  journal, 
as  other  conventions  have  done  upon  like  occa- 
sions. 

As  has  been  already  remarked  here,  it  is  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  deliberative  bodies 
to  suppress  a  journal.  Why  do  we  have  a  sec- 
retary here?  Why  incur  all  this  expense,  and 
put  him  to  the  trouble  of  reading  over  every 
morning  the  proceedings  of  the  former  day?  It 
is  to  preserve  an  accurate  record  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, to  which  the  people  may  refer,  in  or- 
der to  see  what  has  been  done,  and  how  mem- 
bers have  voted,  and  see  if  they  act  consistently 
with  their  prefessions. 

Gentlemen  are  anxious  to  suppress  the  journal 
upon  the  ground  of  economy,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  they  are  voting  to  pay  a  man  five 
hundred  dollars  to  distribute  the  debates  through 
the  State.  Gentlemen  are  ready  enough  to  incur 
other  expenses,  but  when  they  come  to  this  last 
item,  and  after  all  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
preparing  this  manuscript  has  been  had,  then 
all  at  once  they  have  qualms  of  conscience  in 
regard  to  the  expense  that  will  be  incurred,  and 
they  have  these  economical  turns  which  seem  to 
throw  them  into  such  contortions.  Let  us  act 
like  men,  and  provide  for  the  printing  of  this 
journal.  I  consider  it  a  necessary  expense,  and 
one  which  the  people  will  endorse.  If  we  do 
not  incur  it,  they  will  think  we  desire  to  sup- 
press a  knowledge  of  our  acts.  Very  few  of 
them  will  be  able  to  know  of  our  votes  from  the 
reports,  for  these  are  principally  made  up  of  our 
speeches.  The  journals  will  be  comparatively 
cheap,  and  not  cost  more  than  one-fourth  of 
■what  the  report  of  debates  will,  and  they  will 
therefore  be  more  universally  distributed  among 
the  people.  I  hold  that  the  people  are  enti'led 
to  the  publication  of  thejournal,  and  I  hope  that 
the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [.Mr.  Edwards,]  will 
not  insist  upon  his  motion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  one  thing, 
in  connection  with  the  remark  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin],  as  to  the 
probable  size  of  this  journal.  He  says  that  he 
has  been  informed  it  will  comprise  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pages.  I  think  that  at  the 
time  the  Seecrctary  i;ave  the  gentleman  that  in- 
formation, he  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  ex- 


tent to  which  the  journal  would  run.  I  think 
that  from  present  appen ranees,  the  journal  will 
make  at  least  five  hundred  pages. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  would  like  to  have  the  Secre- 
tary state  his  opinion  of  the  number  of  pages  it 
will  make. 

The  SECRETARY.  I  think  the  journal  will 
certainly  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages. 
It  will  make  a  larger  volume  than  I  at  first  an- 
ticipated. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  first  resolution  as  provides  for  the  printing 
of  the  journal,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to ; 
yeas  18,  nays  17,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamalcee,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hall,  Hollingsworih, 
Johnston,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Rob- 
inson, Skiff,  Solomon,  Traer,  Warren  and  Wil- 
son. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayre.^,  Bunkci', 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Emer- 
son, Gibson,  Gower,  Harris,  Marvin,  Par>in, 
Scott,  Seely,  Todhunter,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  latter 
part  of  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  upon  the  report  of 
the  special  committee  upon  the  printing  of  th 
debates.  If  I  am  to  have  but  twenty  copies  of 
these  debates  to  distribute  among  nineteen 
thousand  five  hundred  people,  that  they  may 
know  what  I  have  done  here — how  I  have  voted 
and  what  I  have  said — and  if  we  are  to  have  no 
journals,  I  desire  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopt- 
ing the  report  of  the  special  committee  upon 
the  distribution  of  debates. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  would  not  nnw 
be  in  order,  as  there  is  a  question  already  pend- 
ing— the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Jasper,  [Mr.  Skiff,] — which  is,  to  strike  out  the 
proviso  in  the  first  resolution,  and  which  reads 
as   follows : 

"  JProvicIed,  that  in  printing  the  said  work,  the 
State  shall  only  be  charged  for  single  compo- 
sition." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  suggest,  whether  by 
striking  out  that  portion  of  the  resolution,  we 
do  not  abolish  the  amount  of  compensation  to 
be  paid  for  printing,  and  leave  that  matter 
open.  I  think  that  we  had  better  establish 
what  this  compensation  shall  be. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Skiff,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Printing  the  Consiitution  in  German. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Resolved,  That  John  Bittman,  of  Dubuque 
county,  be  employed  to  translate  the  constitu- 
tion into  the  Geimaa  language,  and  print  • 
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copies  of  the  same ;  and  that  for  translating  the 
same,  he  be  paid  the  sum  of  fifty  doHars,  and 
for  printing,  the  prices  now  paid  by  hiw  to  the 
State  Printer,  for  the  same  kind  of  work." 

:.rr.  SCOTT.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  with 
"  five  thousand." 

:.Ir.  GOWER.  It  strikes  me,  that  we  do  not 
have  this  proportion  of  German.s  to  Americans. 
I  should  think  that  one  or  two  thousand  copies 
printed  in  German  would  be  a  fair  proportion  to 
ten  thousand  printed  in  English. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  would  accept  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower,]  un- 
less some  members  desire  more.  Two  members 
have  said  they  wanted  five  hundred  copies  each 
of  the  constitution  in  German;  and  I  want  ray- 
self  at  least  that  number,  so  that  three  of  us 
want  nearly  the  number  -which  the  gentleman 
has  suggested.  I  think  that  ten  thousand  in 
English  is  too  small  a  number.  The  printing  of 
the  constitution  in  German  seems  to  be  the  only 
way  by  which  we  can  give  a  large  portion  of  our 
population  any  information  of  what  we  have 
been  doing  here.  The  expense  of  printing  the 
constitution  in  German  would  be  but  a  mere 
trifle.  I  believe  it  is  a  penny-wise  and  pound- 
foolish  policy,  this  talking  and  arguing  about 
saving  expenses  here.  We  have  argued  this 
question  at  ten  times  the  cost  of  the  printing. 
After  the  type  is  set  up,  the  expense  would  be 
very  little  of  striking  off  two  or  three  thousand 
copies  more. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  would  suggest  that  we  say 
three  thousand  copies,  as  the  gentleman  seems 
anxious  to  provide  a  number  sullicientto  supply 
our  German  population.  They  have  other  means 
for  ascertaining  information  of  what  we  have 
done  here,  as  they  have  papers  printed  in  their 
own  language,  at  Dubuque  and  Davenport. 

I  regret  that  we  have  refused  to  print  the 
journal  of  our  proceedings.  I  hold  in  my  hands 
the  journal  of  the  constitution.al  convention  of 
New  York  of  1821,  and  I  have  had  the  journals 
of  other  constitutional  conventions,  that  have 
been  held  in  other  States,  so  th.ni  it  appears  to 
be  an  unprecedented  course  in  the  history  of 
deliberative  bodies,  to  refuse  the  printing  of 
their  journals.  I  believe  our  journal  ought  to 
be  printed,  so  tliat  the  people  may  be  fully  ad- 
vised of  the  action  we  have  taken  upon  the  va- 
rious propositions  that  liavo  been  presented 
here. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  .Mr.  Scott  to  fill  the  blank  witii  five  tliousand, 
ami  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  filling  the 
blank  with  "three  thousand,"'  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

J'rinliiiff  the  Journal. 

i\Ir.  SKIFF.  I  move  to  re-consider  the  vote 
by  which  tiie  convention  agreed  to  strike  out 
that  portion  of  the  first  resolution  which  pro- 
Tides  for  the  jirinting  of  the  journal. 


The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division  ;  ayes  16,  noes  14. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Lu- 
cas [Mr.  Edwards,]  to  strike  out  that  portion 
of  the  resolution,  which  provides  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  journal. 

Mr.  UALL.  I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail. 
We  have  provided  for  printing  fifteen  huudred 
copies  of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention. That  work  is  now  iu  publication,  and 
contains,  in  addition  to  the  speeches  made  here, 
every  syllable  that  is  in  the  journal.  The  jour- 
nal is  a  mere  naked  skeleton  of  what  we  publish  . 
in  the  other  work.  Now  I  say  that  we  would 
not  act  like  men  of  common  sense,  in  going  to 
the  expense  of  publishing  another  work,  which 
shall  be  but  a  mere  meagre  outline  of  the  work 
which  we  are  publishing.  It  would  be  a  mere 
act  of  folly.  Why  do  it?  If  gentlemen  want 
more  copies  of  our  proceedings  circulated  among 
I  the  people,  why  not  increase  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  *'  Debates"  which  wc  have  ordered 
to  be  printed?  It  will  not  cost  as  much  now  to 
print  another  thousand  copies  of  the  ''Debates" 
as  it  will  to  print  a  thousand  copies  of  the  jour- 
nal, of  matter  which  is  entirely  new,  and  have 
it  published  at  a  separate  office,  even  if  the  type 
has  to  be  re-set,  and  wo  have  to  re-publish  that 
portion  of  the  "Debates"  already  published.  I 
would  be  unwilling  to  take  the  meagre  and 
naked  journal,  and  circulate  it  in  my  county, 
while  tlie  "Debates"  were  in  circulation.  If  the 
volumes  of  "Debates"  consisted  alone  of  the 
speeches,  and  did  not  contain  the  votes,  I  would 
not  object  to  the  publication  of  the  journal  ;  but 
our  reporter  tells  me  that  every  word  in  the 
journal  goes  into  the  volume  of  "Debates." 
Why  then  publish  this  second,  inferior,  and  I 
might  almost  say,  worthless  edition  of  our  pro- 
ceedings ?  Why  publish  two  editions  of  our 
proceedings?  I  think  it  would  be  wrong,  and 
that  no  particular  benefit  can  result  from  it.  I 
will  vote,  witii  other  gentlemen  here,  to  increase 
the  number  of  copies  of  "Debates,"  but  not  to 
publish  the  journal  separately. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  In  addition  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  hag 
stated, 'that  the  volumes  of  "Debates,"  which  we 
have  ordered  to  be  jiriiited,  will  contain,  be- 
sides the  speeches,  all  the  journal  matter  of  the 
convention,  1  would  say  that  it  also  contains 
all  the  proceedings  in  committee  of  the  wliole, 
all  the  motions,  i)ropo.'«itions,  and  votes  taken 
there,  which  the  journal  does  not  give.  I  think, 
in  view  of  this  fact,  that  the  printing  and  distri- 
bution of  the  journal  would  be  a  useless  expen- 
diture of  the  pco])le's  money.  It  is  a  gratuitous 
insinuation,  and  altogether  uncalled  for,  for  gen- 
tlemen to  pet  uj)  here  and  intimate  that  those  of 
us,  who  object  to  printing  the  journal  on  ac- 
count of  the  expense  invohud,  do  so,  because 
we  do  not  care  al)out  the  people  seeing  how  we 
voted,  when  the  fact  is,  that  every  motion  and 
vote  is  fully  recorded  in  the  "Debates."  If  it 
were  necessary  to  print  the  journal,  in  order 
that  the  people  might  gee  how  wc  have  voted 
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here,  I  would  willingly  go  for  printing  it;  but  this 
is  rendered  unnecessary,  from  the  fact  that  the 
"  Debates"  give  a  complete  history  of  all  our 
proceedings. 

If  it  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  "  Debates,"  and  if  it  can  be  done, 
1  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  proposition.  But 
the  printing  of  this  journal,  I  do  say,  amounts  to 
nothing  but  robbing  the  people  ;  and  you  would 
find  that  the  copies  of  this  document  would  be 
mere  waste  paper,  and  considered  as  so  much 
rubbish.  That  has  been  my  experience,  in  re- 
gard to  the  journals  of  other  deliberative  bodies. 
You  will  find  files  of  the  senate  journal  of  last 
session  lying  all  around  the  capitol  now,  thrown 
away  as  mere  rubbish.  But  with  the  "Debates" 
it  will  be  fur  different.  People  all  through  the 
State  will  eagerly  seek  to  procure  them,  as  they 
will  contain,  not  only  all  the  journal  matter,  but 
all  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place  upon 
the  different  propositions  presented  here. 

Mr.  PARVIN'.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  and  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr. 
Edwards,]  are  certainly  not  very  complimentary 
to  our  Secretary.  I  know  that  he  needs  no  de- 
fence at  my  hands.  But  to  say  that  the  journal 
amounts  to  nothing  but  rubbish,  is  certainly  not 
very  complimentary  to  an  officer,  who  has  dis- 
charged his  duty  so  faithfully  and  honorably, 
and  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  conven- 
tion. 

Gentlemen  undertake  to  convey  the  impression 
that  the  journal  of  a  deliberative  body  amounts 
to  nothing.  Wliy,  sir,  it  conveys  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  people  do  get  of  the  conduct  of 
their  representatives  here  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, how  they  have  voted,  and  how  they  have 
acted,  upon  the  various  questions  as  they  came 
up  for  consideration. 

There  is  an  effort  to  get  clear  of  the  printing  of 
the  journal,  upon  the  ground  of  economy,  and 
increase  the  number  of  the  bound  volumes  of 
"Debates,"  which  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee 
[Mr.  Clark,]  says  can  be  furnished  at  less  ex- 
pense than  can  the  same  number  of  the  journal. 
When  you  undertake  to  tell  me  that  you  can 
print  and  bind  two  volumes,  of  six  hundred 
pages  each,  of  the  "Debates,"  for  less  money 
than  you  can  print  the  Secretary's  jourual,  which 
is  not  to  be  bound  at  all,  then  I  am  just  like  the 
Yankee,  and  I  answer,  "I  guess  it  can't  be  done." 
The  printing  of  the  "  Debates"  has  already  com- 
menced ;  and  when  you  undertake  to  increase 
the  number  you  have  already  ordered,  you  will 
have  to  pay  the  printers  for  re-setting  the  mat- 
ter already  published.  I  do  say  that  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  journal  is  information 
which  the  people  need  and  expect.  The  journal 
of  the  Secretary  is  the  common  source  of  in 
formation,  upon  which  the  people  rely  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  their  representatives  have  been 
doing  in  the  General  Assembly.  And,  as  I  have 
said  before,  it  is  entirely  unprecedented,  in  the 
history  of  any  deliberative  body,  to  refuse  to 
print  the  journal  of  its  Secretary. 


I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  astonished  at 
the  course  which  some  gentlemen  have  taken 
upon  this  subject.  No  doubt  they  liave  acted 
from  pure  motives,  and  with  an  honest  desire  to 
retrench  the  expenses  of  the  convention,  as  much 
as  possible.  No  member  here,  perhaps,  is  more 
anxious  than  I  am  to  cut  down  all  unnecessary 
expense.  But  when  any  expense  is  just  and 
necessary,  I  am  willing  to  vole  for  it.  The  con- 
vention, the  other  morning,  decided  to  print 
fifteen  hundred  copies  of  the  Journal;  but  the 
special  committee  had  the  resolution  last  evening 
before  them,  and  decided  to  print  only  one 
thousand,  "ihey  thought  that  fifteen  hundred 
copies  were,  perhaps,  more  than  were  needed, 
and  they  cut  the  number  down  thirty-three  per 
cent.  This  morning  they  refuse  to  print  any  at 
all,  but  they  would  favor  the  proposition  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  copies  of  the  "debates," 
and  subject  the  convention  to  this  addi- 
tional expense.  Why  this  change  ?  The  sec- 
retary's journal  they  say  amounts  to  nothing. 
That  may  be  the  case  as  concerns  the  constit- 
uents of  these  gentlemen  ;  but  so  far  as  my  con- 
stituents are  concerned,  they  will  look  to  the 
secretary's  journal,  put  it  upon  their  shelves 
for  reference  hereafter,  in  order  to  know  how 
their  representatives  have  voted  in  this  con- 
vention. 

Mr.  WILSON.  My  hostility  to  printing  the 
journal  does  not  stop  here,  but  I  am  opposed  to 
printing  any  additional  copies  of  the  ''debates*" 
I  would  prefer  printing  the  journal  to  increas- 
ing the  number  of  copies  of  the  "debates,"  be- 
cause I  believe  the  printing  of  the  journal  would 
be  much  the  cheapest.  My  opposition  to  print- 
ing the  journal  does  not  grow  out  of  any  want 
of  confidence  in  our  secretary,  for  I  must  say 
that  I  never  saw  any  person  fill  a  similar  posi- 
tion with  more  satisfaction  to  the  body,  and  who 
exhibited  a  greater  amount  of  faithfulness  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  fitness  for  the  place, 
than  has  the  secretary  of  this  convention.  I  am 
myself  perfectly  satisfied,  and  every  other  indi- 
vidual here,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  perfectly  well 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties.  No  fault  has  been  found 
with  him  in  any  quarter. 

But  I  regard  the  printing  of  the  journal  as  an 
unnecessary-  expense.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
journals  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives here,  and  you  find  that  although  large  num- 
bers of  them  are  sent  into  every  county,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  permitted  to  lie  in  the  oflices 
of  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts,  and  go  to 
waste.  Very  few  of  them  are  distributed  among 
the  people.  Once  in  a  while,  a  man  who  is  in- 
terested in  politics  will  step  into  the  ofiice  where 
they  are  deposited,  and  get  a  copy  to  take  home 
with  him  for  future  reference;  but  the  great 
mass  of  these  journals  are  left  to  moulder  in  the 
offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts.  I  be- 
lieve this  will  be  the  case  with  the  journals  of 
the  convention.  A  few  men  would  lay  them  by 
for  future  reference,  but  the  great  mass  of  them 
would  never  be  distributed, at  all. 
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It  is  siraply  upon  the  ground  of  economy  that 
I  oppose  the  priatinf;^  and  distribution  of  the 
jo'.rnal.  I  believe  that  the  printing  of  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  three  thousand  dollars  ; 
and  if  we  can  save  that  amount,  I  think  it  is 
well  enough  for  us  to  do  so.  1  am  requested  to 
state,  that  parties  competent  to  judge  of  the 
exact  number  of  pages  which  the  journal  will 
probably  make,  estimate  it  about  two  hundred 
pages.  If  it  should  not  make  more  than  that 
number  of  pages,  .rhy  of  course  it  obviates  a 
part  of  the  objection  1  have  raised  to  its  print- 
ing, because  the  cost  will  not  be  so  great  as  I 
have  estimated  it  would  be. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  made  the  motion  to  reconsider 
because,  from  the  remarks  made  by  gentlemen 
in  the  discussion  here,  and  from  conversation 
with  others,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
convention  would  favor  the  proposition  to  print 
an  additional  number  of  copies  of  the  debates. 
I  understand,  however,  that  we  cannot  get  them 
without  paying  for  the  matter  which  will  have 
to  be  re-set,  and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  econ- 
omy, I  shall  go  for  printing  the  journal. 

As  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke] 
has  remarked,  there  will  be  only  some  one 
thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  these  debates 
to  go  to  a  large  number  of  inhabitants,  so  that 
they  may  know  what  we  have  done  hero.  I  do 
not  suppose,  of  course,  that  the  people  will  care 
ver}'  much  about  it,  but  if  they  should  feel  dis- 
posed to  look  over  the  journal,  which  I  do  not 
believe  one  in  fivi  hundred  would,  I  wish  to 
give  them  that  privilege.  When  the  question 
comes  up,  1  shall  vote  for  printing  the  journal. 

Mr.  WILSON.  T  hold  in  my  hands  a  copy  of 
the  journal  of  the  convention  of  1S4(J,  which  was 
in  session  four  weeks.  I  find  the  number  of 
pages  of  this  journal  to  be  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  I  think  that  we  have  done  quite 
as  much  labor,  during  an  equal  time,  as  the 
convention  of  1840,  and  that  our  journal  in  the 
Bame  time  will  amount  to  quite  as  much  as  that. 
If  so,  we  will  find  that  our  journal  will  contain 
nearly  double  the  pages  of  that,  because  we  will 
be  in  session  nearly  seven  weeks,  and  we  will 
have,  no  doubt,  a  journal  of  over  four  hundred 
pages. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  wish  to  remark  that  the 
position  I  occupy  is  not  out  of  disrespect  to  our 
secretary,  for  I  hold  him  in  the  highest  estima- 
tion, aii<l  regaril  him  as  one  of  the  most  compe- 
tent secretaries  I  have  ever  known  in  a  deliber- 
alive  body.  I  made  the  motion  to  strike  out 
that  portion  of  tiie  r.'sohuion  which  provides  for 
the  printing  of  the  journal,  because  I  believed 
it  would  involve  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
the  people's  money,  and  I  coii.scienliously  l)o- 
lieve  that  it  is  n(jt  right  to  incur  an  expenditure 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  altogether  unnecessary 
and  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  have  voted  for  the  printing 
of  the  journal,  for  the  reason  that  1  wished  to 
get  the  acts  of  the  convention  before  the  people, 
in  a  manner  that  wculd  be  tlie  most  intelligible 
to  them.     As   the  gentleman  from  Henry,  [Mr. 


Clarke,]  has  remarked,  the  journal  of  the  secre- 
tary' is  a  history  of  the  acts  of  this  convention, 
while  the  reporter's  journal  goes  into  detail.  I 
think  we  might  just  as  well  say  that  there  should 
be  no  compiled  history  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  other  means  .f  ascer- 
taining information  of  the  services  of  our  fathers 
but  by  wading  through  documents  which  con- 
tained every  word  spoken  by  each  individual  in 
■he  organization  of  tbe  government,  as  to  say 
that  we  should  have  no  journal  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention.  I  go  for  printing  the 
journal,  because  it  will  place  before  the  people 
of  the  State  an  inteldgible  account  of  the  acts 
of  this  convention. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  The  plea  of  economy 
advanced  by  some  gentlemen  of  the  convention, 
at  this  late  day  of  the  proceedings,  is  certainly 
very  meritorious  ;  but  I  have  heard  no  argument 
conclusive  and  valid,  to  my  mind,  in  opposition 
to  printing  this  journal.  How  few,  compared 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  will  ever  get 
hold  of  the  debates  of  this  convention.  And 
even  if  they  have  the  debates  in  their  possession, 
how  few,  when  they  wish  to  refer  to  the  action 
of  the  convention  upon  any  particular  subject, 
will  wish  to  look  over  and  hunt  up  the  action  of 
the  convention  upon  that  subject  IVom  these  vol- 
umes of  the  reports.  It  seems  to  me  that,  whea 
members  vote  to  pursue  a  course  so  unprecedent- 
ed as  this,  tlieir  object  must  be  to  prevent  the 
peo[)le  from  knowing  the  action  of  this  Conven- 
tion, and  seeing  the  votes  of  the  convention, 
without  being  obliged  to  read  the  peculiar  views 
of  the  gentlemen  of  this  convention  who  cast 
their  votes  in  connection  with  these  remarks.  I 
am  willing  that  my  votes  should  go  to  the  peo- 
ple without  my  views.  I  care  not  what  any 
member  of  this  convention  says  here  upon  any 
subject;  I  look  to  his  vote,  to  his  action  upon 
the  main  question.  I  hope  this  journal  will 
bo  printed. 

Mr.  II.VLL.  If  I  could  have  brought  myself 
to  the  same  process  of  reasoning  which  has 
been  adojitcd  by  the  gentleman  from  Washington, 
[.Mr.  Bunker,]  I  should  have  been  oppo.'^ed  to 
publishing  tlie  debates  at  all.  lie  seems  to 
think  that  they  obscure  our  action,  and  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  ]>ublish  a  synopsis  of  our 
doings  is  order  to  get  the  matter  before  the  peo- 
ple at  all;  that  we  should  have  to  publish  two 
editions,  the  debates  ami  tljc  journal;  the  jour- 
nal that  goes  with  the  debates  is  so  lost  in  the 
fog  that  the  people  cannot  find  it.  I  voted  for 
j)ublishing  liie  debates,  because  they  contain  a 
true  transcript  of  what  is  done  here;  and,  with 
a  proi>er  imie.v,  which  1  have  no  doubt  we  sliall 
have,  it  will  be  as  easy  to  turn  to  any  queslioa 
in  these  tlebates  as  it  is  in  the  journal,  precisely. 
Why  should  we  pul)lish  two  editions  of  ourpro- 
ceedings  here?  Will  any  gentleman  give  me 
any  reason  for  it?  Is  one  of  them  to  be  intelli- 
gible and  the  other  unintelligible?  If  so,  wo 
have  been  guilty  of  the  most  egregious  folly  in 
publishing  the  debates  at  all. 

Upon  the  score  of  expense;  supposing  thxt 
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the  journal  contains  six  hundred  pages,  we  shall 
liave  to  pajr  for  setting  up  that  matter,  and  pay 
at  a  high  rate.  Then  we  must  pay  for  printing 
it,  and  binding  the  journals  when  printed.  Now 
the  debates  contain  all  of  this  very  matter  which 
is  contained  in  the  journal.  The  matter  is  al- 
ready set  up,  and  there  will  be  nothing  to  pay 
for  but  press  work,  paper  and  binding.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  you  could  print  the  same  number 
of  extra  copies  of  the  debates  as  you  propose 
to  print  of  the  journal,  as  cheaply  as  you  can 
set  up  the  matter  for  the  journal  and  print  from 
that. 

Mr.  PARVIX.  I  understand  that  if  we  print 
an  extra  number  of  the  debates  we  shall  have 
to  pay  for  the  re-setting  of  the  work  already 
done,  some  three  or  four  hundred  dollars,  I 
think. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  information  different  from 
that,  and  information  which  I  rely  upon.  It  may 
be  that  we  have  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
page3  of  our  debates  alreadj'  printed  ;  but  even 
the  re-setting  of  that  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  number  can  be  done  for  less  than  set- 
ting up  five  or  six  hundred  pages.  Now  I  will 
not  impute  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Mus- 
catine to  the  fact  that  he  wants  to  give  a  good 
job  to  the  printer  of  his  town  ;  but  people  some- 
times "strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel," 
or  a  saw-mill,  to  use  the  western  phrase.  Some- 
times they  stickle  at  a  few  dimes  in  the  way  of 
mileage,  while  they  are  willing  to  pour  four  or 
five  hundred  dollars  into  the  lap  of  a  single  man 
because  he  lives  in  a  particular  locality.  For 
my  part,  I  believe  it  is  a  waste  of  money.  It  is 
throwing  it  away  to  undertake  to  publish  two 
editions  of  our  proceedings,  one  a  large  and  the 
other  a  small  volume. 

I  think  that  it  is  the  most  pitiful  argument 
uttered  in  this  convention,  to  say  that  the  peo- 
ple cannot  find  out  from  this  large  volume  of 
our  proceedings,  what  we  have  been  doing;  it 
is  a  poor  compliment  to  their  intelligence  ;  it  is 
a  poor  compliment  to  their  discernment.  But 
how  is  a  man  to  find  out  what  we  wished  to  do,  if 
we  send  him  a  mere  skeleton  of  our  proceed- 
ings ?  In  addition  to  the  proceedings  and  ac- 
tion of  this  convention,  this  volume  will  contain 
all  that  is  done  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
the  history  of  every  member  can  be  traced  there. 
Have  gentlemen  done  anything  here  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  that  they  are  unwilling  the 
whole  people  should  know  ?  Is  there  to  be  a 
distinction  between  two  classes  of  people  who 
are  to  get  this  information,  of  whom  one  is  to 
get  the  full  proceedings,  and  one  the  journal  ? 
Are  there  two  classes :  one  to  receive  the  de- 
bates, and  the  other  the  meager  account  in  the 
journal  ?  Are  there  two  grades  of  intellect — 
one  capable  of  comprehending  the  big  volume, 
and  the  other  only  capable  of  understanding  the 
little  one  ?  Gentlemen  will  have  to  solve  this 
problem,  or  else,  in  every  shape  or  form,  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  look  upon  the  proposition  for 
printing  this  second  edition  as  a  matter  entirely 
of  folly. 


I  wish  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to  the  idea 
that  the  refusal  to  publish  this  journal  would 
be  a  reproach  to  the  Secretary.  I  deny  it.  I 
am  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  manner  in 
which  our  Secretary  has  performed  his  duties. 
I  will  bear  as  strong  testimony  upon  that 
subject  as  any  other  gentleman  here.  No 
one  will  go  further  in  commendation  than  I 
will.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  because  we 
have  published  ihat  journal  in  another  form,  in- 
corporated with  the  debates,  and  provided  by 
another  otEcer  of  the  convention,  it  is  the 
slightest  reproach  to  him  that  we  refuse  to  pub- 
lisli  his,  containing  only  a  portion  of  what  the 
other  contains.  If  we  need  a  greater  distribu- 
tion, let  us  increase  the  nu.uber  of  the  full  re- 
ports, and  let  them  go  to  the  people ;  but  le'  us 
not  publish  a  second  edition  which  will  be  infe- 
rior in  every  respect  to  the  publication  we  have 
already  made. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  rise  for  personal  explana- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Des  Moine's  [Mr. 
Hall]  certainly  misundei'stood  me  I  did  not 
mean  to  intimate  that  the  journal  of  our  repor- 
ter is  not  perfectly  intelligible;  but  I  meant 
that  it  is  voluminous ;  and  the  common  reader 
will  be  taxed  more  if  he  attempts  to  examine  it 
all;  while  the  Secretary's  journal  is  a  synopsis 
by  which  the  ordinary  reader  would  be  more 
likely  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  our  acts  than 
from  the  record  of  the  reporter.  This  volume 
of  debates  will  certainly  be  a  more  complete 
history,  but  he  must  wade  through  all  our  talk 
liere  to  appreciate  it,  while  the  record  of  the 
Secretary  contains  the  results. 

Mr.  CLAE.KE,  of  Johnson.  As  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  made  this  report,  J  desire  to 
be  indulged  in  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  this 
subject;  and  1  confess  my  litter  astonishment, 
not  only  at  the  action  of  the  convention  this 
morning  in  view  of  the  action  a  day  or  two  ago, 
but  at  the  action  of  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall.]  I  remember  distinctly 
that  in  the  discussions  yesterday,  quite  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  heretofore  opposed  to  his 
scheme  of  education,  went  for  it,  upon  the 
avowed  motive  that  having  been  members  of 
the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  re-com- 
mitted, ihej  felt  morally  bound  to  go  for  it,  al- 
though it  did  not  meet  the  entire  approval  of 
their  judgment.  Upon  the  report  made  this 
morning  from  the  committee  upon  this  subject, 
there  was  no  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  minds 
of  the  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  assented  to  it.  If  he  was 
opposed  to  printing  these  journals,  for  the 
ground  assumed  this  morning  is  not  a  new  one, 
and  does  not  arise  from  any  other  consideration 
than  that  of  public  economy,  or  public  duty,  it 
seems  to  me  that  last  evening  would  have  been 
the  time  to  make  these  suggestions,  and  not 
after  the  committee  has  made  its  report.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  not  returning  from  his 
hands  the  kind  of  treatment  he  has  received 
from  the  hands  of  other  gentlemen.  I  think  I 
understand  that  there  are  two  motives  at  work 
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to  prevent  the  publication  of  these  journals. 
The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  has 
avowed  one  of  them  in  his  reply  to  a  remark 
made  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Aluscatine,  [Mr. 
Parvin.]  He  thinks  that  because  certain  gen- 
tlemen will  not  make  certain  allowances  of  mile- 
age, their  conduct  is  very  improper  in  voting  lor 
this  proposition.  If  gentlemen  are  offended  at 
what  was  said  last  night  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gibson],  and 
therefore  choose  to  vote  down  the  printing  of 
these  journals  as  a  matter  of  revenge,  to  gratify 
wounded  feelings,  let  it  be  so  understood.  I 
shall  not  base  my  voce  upon  any  such  motive. 

Another  reason  for  this  opposition  is,  to  com- 
pel the  convention  to  print  an  additional  num- 
ber of  copies  of  these  debates.  We  are  told  that 
this  can  be  done  at  less  expence  than  we  can 
print  these  journals.  I  undertake  to  say,  as  a 
primer,  and  somewhat  familiar  with  this  sub- 
ject, that  no  such  thing  can  be  done.  In  the 
first  place  we  have  to  reprint  some  hundred  and 
fifty  pagLS  of  these  debates.  The  style  in  which 
those  debates  are  gotten  up,  with  the  amount  of 
matter  upon  the  page,  the  kind  of  paper  upon 
which  they  are  printed,  and  the  style  of  binding 
in  which  the  work  is  to  be  bound,  I  undertake 
to  say  will  double  the  expense  of  printing  these 
journals  as  proposed  by  this  committee.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  this  as  a  printer,  having  some 
knowledge  upon  the  subject.  And  if  gentlemen 
vote  down  the  report  of  the  committee,  upon 
the  score  of  economy,  and  then  vote  for  printing 
an  additional  number  of  copies  of  the  debates, 
it  seems  to  me  that  they  will  be  acting  very  in- 
consistently. Now,  sir,  in  the  very  start,  I  voted 
in  favor  of  printing  three  thousand  copies  of 
the  debates.  I  voted  to  keep  the  amount  as 
high  as  possible  ;  but  it  was  cut  down,  and  by 
the  votes,  I  apprehend,  of  some  of  the  very  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  voting  against  printing 
these  journals.  They  voted  then,  and  induced 
others  to  vote,  upon  the  ground  that  we  were 
to  print  the  journals  separate  from  the  debates, 
and  if  we  did  that  we  did  not  need  so  many 
copies  of  the  debates. 

The  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  asks  us  to 
solve  this  problem  :  Do  wo  want  for  one  class 
of  our  population  these  debates,  which  contain 
the  action  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  for 
another  class  the  journals,  wliich  do  not  contain 
the  voles  in  committee  of  the  whole?  I  will 
solve  that  problem  in  tiiis  way  :  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  that  there  was  no 
vote  taken  in  committee  of  the  wliole  involving 
any  important  principle,  or  any  important  prac- 
tical question,  which  was  not  again  submitted 
in  convention  and  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  ui)on 
it.  These  journals  will  contain  every  vote  upon 
any  question  or  amendment,  upon  which  there 
was  a  division  of  opinion,  wliicli  will  bo  found 
in  the  debates  themselves.  It  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  one  publication  for  one 
class  of  the  people,  and  another  publication  for 
another  class,  tliat  I  desire  tiio  printing  of  tliis 
journal ;  but  I  desire  it  that  our  action  may  go 


before  the  people  in  a  cheap  and  condensed 
form,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  turn  to  the 
votes  of  members  of  the  convention,  and  to 
know  what  they  have  done.  It  may  be  possible 
that  some  gentlemen  in  this  convention  are 
anxious  to  suppress  certain  votes  which  they 
have  given  here,  and  think  that  if  they  can  limit  j 
the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention to  fifteen  hundred  copies,  they  are  in 
effect  suppressing  the  publication  of  those  votes 
given  here  in  the  convention.  I  have  no  desire 
of  that  kind.  I  have  no  fear  in  relation  to  my 
votes  here.  I  am  willing  that  they  should  go 
before  my  constituents,  that  thej"  should  canvass 
them,  and  if  they  disapprove  of  my  votes,  upon 
my  head  be  the  consequences.  By  the  record  of 
what  I  liave  done  here,  I  am  willing  to  stand  or 
fall. 

If  these  gentlemen  had  avowed  their  deter- 
mination, at  the  commencement  of  this  conven- 
tion, that  this  journal  should  not  be  published, 
I  undertake  to  say,  that  instead  of  printing  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  debates,  we  should  have 
printed  five  thousand  copies,  and  should  have 
imposed  upon  the  people  of  this  state  a  debt,  for 
printing  the  debates,  which,  instead  of  being 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars,  would  have  been 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  with  the  un-  ' 
derstanding  that  the  journals  should  be  printed 
in  a  separate  form  for  circulation  among  the 
people,  that  the  majority  of  this  convention 
agreed  to  cut  down  the  edition  to  filtcen  hun- 
dred copies.  But  now  certain  gentlemen  want 
to  take  the  back  track.  They  find  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  debates  would  not  publish 
some  things  they  want.  Here  they  are  voting  to 
drive  the  majoiity  to  re-consider  their  vote  upon 
the  subject.  What  is  done,  is  done;  and  I  am 
willing  to  abide  by  it.  Although  we  have  not 
printed  so  many  of  the  debates  as  I  wanted,  the 
t..ing  is  done,  and  it  is  too  late  to  repair  it.  I 
call  upon  the  convention  to-day  not  to  do  an  act 
unprecedented  in  itself,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  gratifying  personal  feelings,  or  for  the  pur- 
I)ose  of  suppressing  information  among  the  peo- 
ple. It  seems  to  me  undignified,  and  not  such 
conduct  as  become  gentlemen  occupying  seats  . 
upon  this  floor.  I  hope  that  men  of  neither  party  j 
will  take  a  step  whicii  seems  virtually  to  suppress  * 
among  the  people  of  the  state  a  knowledge  of  i 
the  proceedings  of  t'ais  convention. 

Mr.  IIALIj.  When  this  matter  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  which  I  was  a  member,  a  day 
or  two  since,  I  understood  that  the  matter  had 
been  settled  by  the  convention  that  the  journal 
was  to  be  printed.  It  came  to  us  in  a  different 
form.  And  inasmuch  as  I  voted  n gainst  the 
printing  at  the  first,  and  have  been  all  along  con- 
stantly opposed  to  it,  the  charge  that  I  am  act- 
ing in  bad  failli  comes  with  an  ill  grace,  I  think, 
from  the  gentleman  from  Johnson. 

Mr.  Tll.M'iil.  If  the  gentleman  refers  to  me 
as  having  taken  the  position  that  we  were  to 
print  a  smalk'r  number  of  the  debates  because 
we  were  to  print  the  journals,  I  certainly  repu- 
diate the  idea  of  ever  having  taken  such   a  po- 
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sition  as  that.  If  the  gentleman  ■will  refer  to 
page  forty-one,  of  the  report  of  these  debates,  he 
will  find  that  upon  moving  to  reconsider,  I  ex- 
pressly said  that  I  was  in  favorof  entirely  omit- 
ting to  publish  the  journal  separately  from  the 
debates.  I  expressly  said  that  I  thought  it  was 
an  unnecessary  expense  to  have  the  journal 
printed  separate  and  apart  from  the  debates, 
and  that  was  one  reason  why  I  favored  a  re- 
consideration. So  that  if  the  gentleman  intend- 
ed his  remarks  to  apply  to  me,  I  appeal  to  the 
record  to  correct  the  statement  at  once. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  certainly  care 
very  little  about  what  the  gentleman  from 
Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  has  said  by  way  of  im- 
punging  my  motives  upon  this  floor.  If  he  means 
the  remark  to  apply  to  me  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  printing  of  this  journal,  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  have  been  opposed  to  it  from  the  beginning  of 
this  convention.  I  wish  further  to  say  that  the 
subject  was  up  one  evening,  in  the  presence  of 
myself  and  friends,  and  if  it  was  not  actually 
agreed  upon  it  was  at  least  tacitly  understood 
that  we  were  not  to  print  the  journal.  I  have 
acted  from  that  time  upon  that  principle;  and 
I  believe  that  that  was  the  correct  course  to  pur- 
sue. But  it  was  admitted  that  if  it  was  printed, 
the  gentleman's  friends  should  have  the  printing. 
I  wish  further  to  say  that  I  consistently  stand 
upon  that  ground.  I  did  not  believe  the  print- 
ing of  the  journal  to  be  necessary;  and  I  do 
not  intend  now  to  change  my  course  because 
possibly  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  may  have 
another  friend  who  wants  to  get  another  slice 
from  the  public  treasury  for  the  distribution  of 
these  journals.  The  prices  which  have  been 
paid  for  the  distribution  of  the  journals  and 
laws  have  been  pretty  high,  in  my  opinion.  And 
now  we  are  to  increase  the  amount  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  debates.  If  you  do  not  increase 
the  number  of  volumes,  I  will  guarantee  to  dis- 
tribute them  for  the  half  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  give  good  security.  Now  if  the  jour- 
nal is  printed,  there  must  be  another  slice  to 
somebody  else  to  distribute  that  throughout  the 
state.  There  are  only  one  hundred  and  forty 
pages  of  the  reports  yet  printed  ;  and  three  hun- 
dred dollars  will  pay  for  resetting  the  type,  if  it  is 
desirable  to  nrint  more  than  fifteen  hundred 
copies.  And  that  will  be  a  saving  in  that  op- 
eration of  quite  a  large  sum  of  money,  over  a 
thousand  dollars  in  my  opinion,  by  increasing 
the  number  of  debates  instead  of  publishing  the 
journal. 

But  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  necessity 
for  it.  I  am  as  willing  and  as  desirous  as  any 
other  member  that  every  person  in  the  state 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  know  how  I  stand 
upon  any  question  which  has  come  up  here  ; 
but  I  believe  they  will  get  that  information  from 
the  reports  that  are  to  be  published.  That  is 
the  reason  I  voted  for  these  reports.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  increase  the  number  if  it  is  thought 
best.  It  is  said  that  they  contain  too  much. 
That  the  people  will  not  take  the  pains  to  look 
it  all  over,  while  if  we  had    a  small   compact 
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journal,  they  might  catch  it  up  and  see  at  once 
how  we  voted.  If  that  is  the  case,  that  the  re- 
ports are  not  to  be  read,  and  that  they  are  not 
to  be  of  so  much  use  as  the  proceedings  without 
the  debates,  let  us  reconsider  this  vote  by  which 
we  ordered  the  debates  to  be  published  at  all, 
and  publish  the  journal  instead  of  it.  I  see  only 
one  tangible  reason  why  gentlemen  should  be  so 
tenaciousof  having  the  journal  published,  and 
that  is  that  if  we  shruld  conclude  not  to  pub- 
lish the  journal,  we  should  not  be  treating  the 
committee  with  due  respect  in  voting  against 
their  recommendations.  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
that  kind   of  logic. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Again  the  cry  is 
brought  up  here  that  we  are  to  have  more  re- 
ports. I  recollect  distinctly  that  when  we  had 
under  consideration,  in  the  room  below,  the 
number  of  these  reports,  upon  striking  out  three 
thousand  and  filling  the  blank  with  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred,  a  gentleman  now  voting 
against  us  told  us  that  we  should  have  the  jour- 
nal printed,  which  would  contain  the  whole  of 
our  proceedings  and  everything  of  that  kind. 
That  was  to  go  out  to  the  people;  and  the  re- 
ports were  only  to  be  needed  by  those  who  wish- 
ed to  refer  to  them  in  order  to  learn  the  true 
intent  and  meaning,  or  the  effect  of  different 
clauses  of  the  constitution  by  having  what  mem- 
bers said  with  regard  to  them,  and  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  convention.  That  was  urged 
upon  every  side  ;  and  because  we  were  to  have 
the  journals  printed,  the  number  of  our  reports 
was  stricken  down  to  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred. Now  these  same  gentlemen,  having  had 
that  stricken  down  to  one  thousand  five  hundred, 
come  in  and  wish  to  wipe  out  the  journal  en- 
tirely, to  get  rid  of  it ;  and  now  they  are  going 
to  increase  the  number  of  our  reports.  I  should 
like  to  have  them  do  just  that  thing  before  we 
take  the  vote  upon  printing  the  journal.  Let 
us  have  that  tried  first ;  and  if  the  majority  of 
the  convention  will  come  up  to  the  original 
proposition  of  three  thousand  copies,  I  may  in 
some  degree  be  influenced  in  my  vote  with  re- 
gard to  printing  the  journal.  1  should  not  be 
so  strenuous  for  it.  I  should  feel  that  it  was 
less  necessary.  But  when  these  wonderfully 
economical  gentlemen,  after  cutting  down  to  the 
lowest  number  the  edition  of  the  reports,  be- 
cause the  journal  was  to  be  printed,  now  at- 
tempt to  cajole  us  into  foregoing  the  printing  of 
the  journal,  because  they  may  at  some  future 
time  increase  the  number  of  the  reports.  I  am 
reminded  by  their  manner  of  procedure,  of  the 
Irishman  who  went  into  a  restaurant  kept  by  a 
Dutchman,  and  called  for  somebread  and  cheese. 
After  he  had  got  that,  he  told  the  keeper  that  he 
would  take  some  whisky  instead  of  the  bread 
and  cheese.  So  he  handed  him  back  the  bread 
and  cheese  to  pay  for  the  whisky.  After  drink- 
ing the  whisky  he  turned  to  go  out,  when  the 
Dutchman  demanded  pay  fqf  it.  "  Och,  sure 
and  I  gave  you  the  bread  and  chaze  for  the 
whisky."  "But  where  ish  de  money  for  the 
pread  and  sheze  ?"  "The  devil;  and  would 
you  have  me  pay  for  what  I  didn't  ate  ?"     The 
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Dutchman  scratched  hia  head  for  awhile,  and  at 
hijt  snid,  "It.uks  dere  ish  a  mij-htake  soiue- 
wliere;  you  maybe  right;  bull  don't  want  you 
to  come  to  my  sthore  some  more."  [Laughter.] 
Tliiit  is  the  argument  that  is  addressed  to  us. 
They  wanted  us  to  do  without  the  thi  ee  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  debates,  on  the  ground  that 
we  were  to  have  the  j<iurnals.  Then  they  want- 
ed us  to  give  up  the  journals  on  the  ground  that 
by-;tndby  they  are  going  to  increase  the  num- 
ber id"  the  debates.  And  the  result  will  be  that 
we  will  >:et  neither  the  debatt  s  nor  the  journals. 
It  is  certainly  not  a  satisfactory  argumeat  to  me 
If  we  had  known  that  we  were  not  to  have  the 
journals,  we  could  certainly  have  ordered  three 
thousand  copies  of  the  debates. 

1  was  rather  surprised  at  another  remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  which  seemed 
to  show  the  reason  for  this  sudden  opposition 
which  has  ;xrown  up  here  to  the  printing  of  the 
journals.  He  inadvertently  dropped  the  remark 
th  t  some  gentlemen  were  perfectly  willing  to 
straiu  at  a  gnat  when  assessing  mileage,  but  to 
Bwaliow  a  camel  when  they  came  to  printer's 
fees,  or  something  to  that  effect.  I  hope  that 
gHutlemen  will  not  be  atfecte  1  by  this  matter. 
If  (hi'  gentleman  from  Muscatine,  [Mr.  Paivin,] 
who  has  advocated  the  printing  of  the  journal 
BO  strenuously,  has  in  any  way  in  his  opposition 
to  allowing  certain  mileage  fees,  created  any 
enmity,  I  hope  the  gentlemen  thereby  hurt,  will 
not,  out  of  feeling  against  him.  and  to  punish 
him,  cut  the  throats  of  their  own  friends.  I 
Btood  with  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  here 
in  favor  of  publishing  three  thousand  copies  of 
these  reports.  We  did  not  get  them;  we  only 
got  half  the  number.  And  now  I  want  the  jour- 
nal printed  at  all  events,  so  that  we  can  have 
that  to  distribute.  But  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  has  let  another  thing  escape  him,  which 
has  solved  another  matter  in  my  mind,  which 
had  been  a  matter  of  great  wonder  and  aston- 
ishment to  me.  I  must  say  that  nothing  in  the 
while  course  of  my  life  has  ever  so  much  aston- 
ished me  as  the  miraculous  success  of  that  gen- 
tlein  in  in  carrying  through  here  a  system  which 
I  believe  is  fraught  with  more  evil  and  is  involv- 
ed in  more  doubt  and  darkness  than  any  thing 
which  has  passed  this  body.  I  refer  to  the  school 
ay^iiera.  lie  has  had  miraculous  success,  and  I 
wondered  how  he  obtained  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  gentleman  from  Hen- 
ry will  confine  himself  to  the  (}uestion. 

Mr.  CL.VRKE,  of  Henry.     In  a  moment. 

The  PRKSIDENT.  The  chair  is  of  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  TODHUNTRR.  I  hope  this  personal 
quarrel  will  be  stopped. 

.Mr.  CLAUKK,  of  Henry.  There  is  no  persion- 
al  (juarrel  about  it.  An  attack  was  made  upon 
a  gentleman  actir)g  with  mo  upon  this  question, 
and  in  sustaining  him  1  think  1  am  sustaining 
bis  side  of  the  question.  I  consider  it  entirely 
in  the  line  of  argument. 

The  PRESIDENT.     The   chair   entertains    a 


d  tferent  opinion,  and  must  call  the  gentleman 
to  urder  unless  he  confines  himself  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

.Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  have  merely  to 
remark  from  what  I  see  here,  and  the  under- 
fi'uiding  I  have  upon  this  matter,  that  perhaps 
ti:o  s.ame  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear 
wiih  better  success  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
That  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  votes  in 
support  of  that  measure,  1  have  no  doubt ;  and  I 
h'lve  no  doubt  the  gentleman  supposed  he  was 
sure  of  one  vote  which  he  did  not  get ;  and  from 
the  fact  that  that  vote  was  cast  differently  from 
v.'hat  he  expected,  I  must  believe  he  was  mis- 
taken when  he  supposed  he  had-  secured  that 
vote  in   behalf  of  his  measure. 

T  le  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon  the 
niouon  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Ed- 
ivards,]  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  printing 
the  journal. 

-Mr.  MARVIN.  lam  against  striking  out,  and 
perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  in  a  few 
words,  some  of  the  considerations  which  govern 
me.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  ordered  but  a 
small  number  of  the  debites.  I  think  that  the 
proposition  to  print  one  thousand  of  the  journals 
is  a  very  modest  proposition.  We  need  more 
C'lpies  than  we  shall  have  of  the  debates;  and  I 
believe  this  to  be  the  cheapest  way  we  can  get 
them.  If  we  dispense  with  the  printing  of  our 
journal,  every  legislature  that  meets  here  m&y, 
with  equal  propriety,  dispense  with  the  printing 
(if  its  journal,  and  the  community  would  there- 
by be  left  in  tbe  dark  in  relation  to  the  action  of 
tlie  egifelatures;  and  they  might  do  this,  espe- 
cially if  they  should  watit  to  do  anything  that 
tiiey  would  prefer  the  public  should  not  under- 
stand. 

I  consider  the  publication  of  the  journal  as 
important  in  another  light.  Although  we  m.iy 
gi\u  hasty  glances  at  the  proof-sheet  if  the  re- 
porter here,  I  venture  to  say  that  no  member 
carefully  reads  over  the  jchs  and  nays  to  sco 
whethe  he  is  put  down  always  exactly  right. 
We  merely  look  at  the  report  in  a  hurried  inau- 
ncr.  But  the  journal  of  the  secretary  is  care- 
fully listened  to;  and  we  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  that  is  right  anyhow,  whether  wo 
listen  to  it  carefully  or  not.  We  know  it  is  right. 
Now  if  by  any  chance  the  reporter  should  bo 
mistaken,  and  if  the  error  should  escape  our 
attention,  we  know  that  the  secretary  is  right. 
1  wisii  the  journal  printed  for  that  reason.  It 
Would  correct  the  errors,  if  there  should  be  any, 
and  would  be  corroborating  testimony  at  all 
events,  if  it  should  agree  altogether  with  tho 
report. 

I  have  still  another  reason.  We  have  many 
young  men  in  this  State  who  desire  to  become 
Will  acquainted  witii  the  manner  of  keeping  the 
ri'cord  of  the  proceedings  of  deliberative  bodies. 
It  is  admitted  upon  all  hands,  that  our  proceed- 
ings are  kept  as  well  at  least  as  any  ever  kept  in 
this  State,  or  in  any  other.  I  should  like  to 
have  the  journal  printed  as  a  text  book  for 
young  men  who  desire  to  become  secretaries  to 
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deliberative  bodies,  who  desi  e  to  study  that 
branch.  If  a  young  mao  wants  to  be  a  proficient 
in  it,  let  us  give  him  a  text  book.  I  coiisi'lc  r 
the  journal  of  this  co  vention  well  suited  tn 
serve  as  such  a  text  book.  It  will  be  wonh  all 
thrtt  it  will  cost,  to  edncsite  our  young  men  that 
wisli  to  be  occupied  in  the  same  position.  TIm  n 
the  State  will  save  in  addition  ten  limes  as  much 
in  having  her  of5icer8  hereafter  pioficients  in 
this  business  1  hidd  to-day  that  we  have  sav- 
ed hundreds  of  dollars  by  our  selection  of  a 
secretary.  I  intend  no  flattery  in  tl  is  remark  ; 
but  such  is  the  fact,  and  we  ail  know  it.  1  trn- 1 
and  hope  that  this  journal  will  be  published. 

Mr.  GOVVER.  I  have  been  thinking  about 
this  matter  considerably,  and  1  have  been  sorry 
to  see  what  I  have  seen.  I  am  in  favor  of  print 
ing  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  our  journal,  whicl) 
I  understood  to  be  the  proposition  in  the  begin- 
ning. I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  be  sns- 
taint-d  in  that  by  the  people.  As  to  the  objectioi! 
of  the  geatlema  from  Des  Moines,  that  it  may 
be  designed  to  confer  a  favor  upon  some  political 
friend  of  some  member,  supposing  it  to  be  true. 
I  think  tha".  afttr  the  precedents  we  have  had, 
be  cmnot  reasonably  complain.  1  have  known 
printiiigsent  from  this  convention  to  Des  Moine,'^, 
which  I  suppose  he  will  very  well  recollect.  A- 
to  any  reason  founded  upon  any  vote  upon  tin- 
question  of  mileage,  1  cannot  believe  that  that 
is  the  fact.  I  cannot  believe  there  are  member;^ 
here  who  would  take  that  course.  I  believe  ail 
are  willing  that  that  should  be  settled  upon  it- 
merits.  I  cannot  think  that  members  here  woul  1 
either  exhibit  the  feeling,  or  be  willing  that  ii 
should  go  out  from  this  convention,  that  they 
took  a  course  of  action  relating  to  this,  or  any 
other  part  of  our  action,  to  embarrass  any  other 
portion  of  the  members  of  this  body.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  it,  and  think  there  was  no  foun 
dation  for  the  hints  thrown  out  with  regard  to 
it.  I  think  that  every  member  here  would  be 
above  that.  That  is  a  matter  merely  of  dollir;^ 
and  cents,  aifecting  ourselves;  and  it  should  lie 
laid  aside  when  considering  any  question  rela- 
ting to  the  constitution. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  do  not  know  that  any  gon- 
tleman  desires  to  speak  any  further  upon  this 
question;  but  I  see  that  it  is  now  after  eleven 
o'clock.  I  am  very  anxious  that  we  should  get 
through  with  this  question,  and  theref 're,  pure- 
ly to  get  along,  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  second- 
ed, and  t!ie  main  question  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Edwards,  to  strike  out  the  provibiuu 
for  printing  the  journal. 

Upon  this  amendment — 

Mr.  CLARICE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  I'l, 
naj's  21,  as  follows: 

Yea.s — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Gillaspy,  Hall,  iloUingsvvorth,  Johnston, 


Palmer,  Patterson,  Robinson,  Solomon  and 
Wilson. 

^ays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Claike  of  Johnson.  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gower,  Gray,  Harris,  Marvin, 
Parvin,  I'eters,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhuuier, 
Warren,  Winchester  and  Young. 

The  next  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

Distribution  of   the  Journal. 

'^Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  conven- 
tion be  entitled  to  twenty-  hve  copies  of  the  jour- 
nal of  this  convention  for  dit-tribution,  and  that 
the  remainder  of  said  journals  be  placed  in  tlio 
State  Department  for  the  use  of  the  State." 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  will  move  to  strike  out 
"five,"  so  as  to  read  "twenty  copies." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Twenty-five  copies 
each  will  take  nine  hundred  ;  and  that  willlruvo 
one  hundred  for  the  State. 

Mr.  MARVIN  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Distribution  of  the  Constitution. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  were  read  as 
follows  ; 

'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  ten  thousand  copies 
of  the  constitution,  (the  printing  of  which  is 
provided  for  in  the  foregoing  resolution,)  be  di- 
vided among  the  counties  according  to  popula- 
tion; and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the  county 
judge  of  each  county  for  distribution  among  the 
people." 

"5.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Constitution 
be  divided  among  the  counties  under  the  direc- 
tion of  memb  rs  of  this  convention  in  their  re- 
^pective  districts  as  follows " 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  We  could  not 
apportion  thai,  because  we  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  number  of  Germans  in  each  county;  and 
we  left  it  to  the  convention  to  fill  up  that  staie- 
riient.  In  some  counties  there  is  a  large  Ger- 
man population,  while  in  others  it  is  very  sparse. 
Hence  a  division  according  to  population  would 
not  be  a  fair  division. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  Does  not  the  census 
show  the  number  ? 

Air.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  does. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  is  impossible  to  regulate  this 
without  knowing  the  amount  of  the  Gei  man  Jjop- 
ulalion  in  the  different  districts  In  tome  cnuu- 
ties  it  is  very  large,  .■  nd  in  others  it  is  very 
small.  Lee,  Des  Moines,  and  Scott  counties 
have  a  very  large  German  population,  but  there 
are  comparatively  few  in  Henry  and  Van  Buren 
counties.  It  is  quite  large  again  in  Jetltistia 
county.  I  would  propose  that  each  mcuiber 
designate  the  number  he  would  require  for  liis 
district,  and  I  would  name  two  hundred  for  Dei 
Moines  county. 

Tbe    PRESIDENT.     The  Secretary   will  cull 
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the  roll,  and  each   member  will  answer  for  his 

district. 

The  SECRETARY  commenced  calling  the 
roll. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  any, 
so  far  as  mj  own  county  is  concerned.  We  have 
some  Germans  there,  but  they  can  read  Eng- 
lish.  ^ 

Mr.  PARVIX.  Would  it  not  be  a  fair  way  to 
distribute  these  among  the  different  counties  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  naturalized  voters  as 
given  in  the  last  census  ? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  We  have  a  good  many  Irish  ; 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  Irish  could  read  the 
German  Constitutions.  (Laughter.]  So  that  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  any  fairer  way  to  settle 
it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  suggest 
that  members  leave  the  number  with  the  secre- 
tary that  they  require  for  each  county  of  their 
district,  and  the  apportionment  can  be  made 
from  that.  Then  the  constitutions  can  be  sent 
to  the  county  judge  of  each  county. 

Mr.  SOLOMOX.  There  is  a  slight  objection 
to  that.  Some  members  may  require  a  greater 
number  than  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
take. 

Mr.  GILLASPr.  I  hope  that  the  constitu- 
tions will  be  sent  to  the  members,  and  not  to 
the  county  judge.  The  county  judge  in  my 
neighborhood  is  a  Knov.^  Nothing,  and  would 
not  distribute  them.  I  am  a  friend  to  the  Dutch, 
and  propose  to  deliver  them  myself. 


_Mr.  EMERSON,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said:  I  really  do  not  know  how  I  am  to  judge 
what  number  we  are  entitled  to,  for  I  suppose 
the  number  must  depend  somewhat  upon  the 
number  published.  We  shall  have  to  make  the 
number  ordered  hero  agree  with  the  number  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  Not  less  than  five  hundred 
would  answer  for  my  district,  I  think.  I  should 
think  one  fourth,  or  at  least  one  fifth,  of  the 
whole  population  of  my  county  was  German. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  and  the  number 
added  up,  it  was  found  that  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy  copies  were  called  for. 

Mr.  SCOTT  reduced  his  number  from  five 
hundred  to  three  hundred. 

Mr.  WILSON  reduced  his  from  seventy-five 
to  fifty. 

Mr.  OILLASPY  reduced  his  from  one  hundred 
to  fifty. 

Mr.  WARREN.  Gentlemen  will  recollect  that 
there  is  a  class  of  Germans  that  can  read  Eng- 
lish. They  prefer  reading  Englisli  to  (Jerman, 
because  they  want  to  learn  our  language  ;  and  I 
think  that  if  we  .should  all  reduce  the  number 
somewhat,  so  as  only  to  order  enougli  to  supply 
the  reading  part  of  the  Germans  who  do  not 
read  English,  it  would  be  better.  I  will  reduce 
my  number  from  fifty  to  twenty-five. 


Mr.  BUNKER  reduced  his  number  from  sev- 
enty-five to  fifty. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  reduced  his  from  one 
hundred  to  fifty. 

Mr.  EMERSON  reduced  his  from  five  hundred 
to  four  hundred. 

Mr.  HARRIS  reduced  his  from  twenty  to  fif- 
teen. 

Mr,  MARVIN  reduced  his  from  forty  to  twen- 
ty- 

The  Secretary  read  tbe  list,  as  corrected,  as 
follows  : 


COPIES. 

The  President,  -        -        -        50 

Mr.  Ayres,         .         .         _         _         jq 

Mr.  Bunker,      -         -         -         -         50 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Alamakee,  -       200 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry,       .         .         50 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson,    -        -       300 

Mr.  Cotton,       -        -        .        _       iqO 

Mr.  Day,  ....         10 

Mr.  Edwards,  *  _         -         _         so 

Mr.  Ells,  -         ...       500 

Mr.  Emerson,  -         -         .         .       400 

Mr.  Gibson,      -         .         .         _       jqo 

Mr.  Gillaspy,   -         ...         50 

Mr.  Gower,       -        _        _        .        50 

Mr.  Gray,  -         .         .         .         3^ 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr.  Harris,       -         -         . 

Mr.  HoUingsworth,    - 

Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  JIarvin,      -         _         - 

Mr.  Palmer,       -         .         _ 

Mi\  Parvin,       -         _         . 

Mr.  Patterson, 

Mr.  Peters,       -        .        . 

Mr.  Price,         .         _         _ 

Mr.  Robinson,  -         -         _ 

Mr.  Scott,         ... 

Mr.  Seely,        ... 

]\lr.  Skifi; 

Mr.  Solomon,  -         -         - 

Mr.  Todhunter, 

Mr.  Traer,  -         -         - 

Mr.  AVarrcn,      -         .         . 

Mr.  AVilson,      -         .         _ 

Mr.  Winchester, 

Mr.  Young,       -         .         _ 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Secretary  be  ordered  to  graduate  the  numbers 
given  in  here,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  three  thou- 
sand. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  make  the  suggestion 
that  where  we  have  already  made  a  sufficient 
reduction  ourselves,  no  further  reduction  should 
be  made.  I  do  not  think  that  seventy-five  would 
bo  too  large  a  number  for  my  district;  but  see- 
ing the  necessity  of  reduction,  I  have  cut  off 
twenty-five. 

Subsequently,  the  Secretary  prepared  and 
read  the  following  statement,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, to  accompany  the  foregoing  resolution  : 
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The  President,   . 

Mr.  Ayres, 

Mr.  Bunker, 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Alamakee, 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry, 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Johnson, 

Mr.  Cotton, 

Mr.  Day, 

Mr.  Edwards,     . 

Mr.  Ells, 

Mr.  Emerson, 

Mr.  Gibson,    . 

Mr.  Gillaspy,     , 

Mr.  Gower,     . 

Mr.  Gray, 

Mr.  Hall, 

Mr,  Harris, 

Mr.  Hollingsworth, 

Mr.  Johnston,    . 

Mr.  Jlarvln,    . 

Mr.  Palmer, 

Mr.  Parvin,     . 

Mr.  Patterson,    . 

Mr.  Peters, 

Mr.  Price, 

jMr.  Robinson, 

Mr.  Scott, 

Mr.  Seely, 

Mr.  Skiff, 

Mr.  Solomon, 

Mr,  Todhunter, 

Mr.  Traer, 

Mr.  Warren, 

Mr.  Wilson,     . 

Mr.  Winchester, 

Mr.  Young, 


Total,       ,         .         .         3,000 
Mr.   PATTERSON    representing   Lee   county 

with  Mr.  Johnston  ;  and 

Mr.    ROBINSON    representing    Des    Moines 

county  with    Mr.    Hall,   the    numbers    for  the 

whole   county   were    placed   opposite   the    first 

name  in  each  case. 

The  next  resolution  was  read  as  follows  : 

Compensation  of  Secretary. 

"6.  Resolved,  That  T.  J.  Saunders,  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  convention,  be  employed  to  index, 
superintend  the  printing  of,  and  distribute  the 
journals  and  constitutions  herein  provided  for  ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  as  a  compensation  in  full 
for  said  services." 

Mr.  GOWER  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  but  one  person  em- 
ployed to  distribute  our  reports,  journals,  and 
American  and  German  constitutions,  and  that 
the  publishers  deliver  to  the  person  so  em- 
ployed." 

Mr.  GOWER.  It  appears  that  these  are  to  be 
published   at   difl'erent  places ;    but   they    can 


easily  be  delivered  at  one  place  anywhere  upon 
the  river.  Employing  one  person  to  deliver  the 
whole  will  be  the  most  economical  plan  that  can 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  say, 
with  reference  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  the  amount  alloweJ,  that  we 
find  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, allowed  the  clerks  four  or  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  super'.ntending  the  printing,  indexing, 
and  distributing  the  journals  of  the  diflerent 
Houses.  We  supposed  that  the  preparation  of 
the  journal  of  the  convention,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  the  constitutions  and  journals  would  not 
be  S9  heavy  a  job  as  that  given  to  the  clerk  of 
either  branch  of  the  legislature.  Hence  we  con- 
cluded to  fix  the  amount  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  which  we  supposed  would  be  a  fair 
compensation.  In  conversation  with  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  upon  this  subject  some  weeks 
ago,  not  with  any  particular  reference  to  this 
matter,  but  when  the  subject  was  under  consid- 
eration in  the  Senate,  he  remarked  to  me  that 
the  amount  heretofore  allowed  for  circulating 
the  laws  in  the  different  counties  had  never  paid 
him.  He  had  always  had  to  pay  for  sending 
them  out. 

I  would  also  state  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Cedar,  [Mr.  Gower]  that 
the  resolution  at  first  contemplated  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  circulate  and  distribute  the  de- 
bates; but  we  found  that  he  had  the  laws  to 
distribute,  and  it  was  thought  by  the  comn.ittee 
that  he  might  seek  to  make  one  job  of  it,  and  in 
that  way  the  debates  might  be  delayed.  It  was 
important  to  get  them  out  without  waiting  for 
any  other  work.  Hence  it  was  thought  best  that 
the  Secretary  should  attend  to  this  distribution. 
If  we  put  it  all  into  the  hands  of  one  person, 
the  circulation  of  the  debates,  the  constitutions, 
and  the  journals,  as  the  journals  will  be  printed 
oft"  and  completed  first,  their  distribution  would 
be  delayed  until  the  debates  could  be  finished, 
which  will  not  be  before  July  or  August,  nearly 
the  time  when  the  people  will  be  expected  to 
vote  upon  the  constitution.  Our  object  is  to  get 
the  information  before  the  people  immediately, 
and  we  therefore  divided  the  distribution,  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  conven- 
tion to  distribute  the  constitutions  and  the  jour- 
nals, so  that  there  shall  be  no  delay.  That  is 
the  object  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  will  merely  inquire  if,  under 
the  present  arrangement,  as  the  reports,  journals, 
American  constitution,  and  the  German  consti- 
tution, are  all  of  them  to  be  published  in  differ- 
ent places,  their  distribution  over  the  stale  is  to 
be  paid  for  individually  and  separately. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  No,  sir;  the  re- 
port of  the  special  committee  only  contemplates 
employing  two  persons.  This  report  contem- 
plaies  employing  the  secretary  of  the  convention 
to  distribute  the  journals  and  the  constitution 
both  in  English  and  in  German.  The  report  of 
the  other  committee  gives  the   superintending 
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and  the  indesinjr  of  the  debates  to  the  reporter, 
and  the  distrit  ution  to  the  sergeaut-at-arms. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GILLASPY  moved  to  add  that  the  copies 
should  be  sent  to  the  members. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  add  the  following: 

'^Ix'csoh-ed,  That  Henry  P.  Scholte,  of  Pella, 
Marion  county,  be  employed  to  translate  and 
print  one  thou?and  copies  of  the  constitution  in 
the  Holland  language,  and  that  he  be  required 
to  distribute  the  same  to  the  Hollanders  in  this 
state ;  and  that  he  receive  the  usual  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  and  postage." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  as  amended  were  agreed  to. 

Mileage. 

llv.  CLARK,  of  Aliimakee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"Resolued,  That  the  committee  on  expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  report  the  mileage  of 
members  of  this  convention,  upon  the  same 
principles  and  the  same  construction  that  was 
allowed  senators  in  the  last  general  assembly." 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I 
cannot  vote  for  that  resolution,  offered  by  my 
friend  from  Alamakee.  That  general  assembly 
may  have  done  some  things  that  I  cannot  en- 
dorse; if  they  have  done  anything  wrong  I  do 
not  wish  to  endorse  it.  If  there  were  any  mem- 
bers of  that  general  assembly  who  robbed  the 
Btate  in  violation  of  law,  I  do  not  wish,  for  one, 
to  endorse  it.  We  b.ive  .a  law  to  govern  us; 
and  we  can  be  our  own  judges  of  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong,  as  well  as  our  masters,  the 
general  assembly  of  this  state.  I  am  opposed 
to  this  resolution.  I  am  disposed  to  do  justice 
to  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  or  to  any  oth- 
er gentleman  with  regard  to  mileage  ,  but  1  can- 
not vote  for  a  resolution  that  I  regard  so  pre- 
posterous as  this. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  That  resolution,  if  adopted, 
operates  hardly  upon  the  gentleman  from  Lucas, 
[Mr.  Edwards,]  for  the  senator  from  that  dis- 
trict lives  some  thirty-five  miles  nearer  to  Iowa 
city  than  the  gentleman  himself;  so  that  if  we 
adopt  that  construction — 

Jlr.  EDWARDS.  No,  sir;  it  is  about  the 
Bamo  distance. 

iMr.  GILLASPY.     Then  I  was  misinformed. 

Mr.  WMLSON.  I  hope  the  convention  will  not 
adopt  that  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  wrong.  I  believe  that  the 
act  of  the  last  general  ass' mbly.  granting  mile- 
age, according  to  the  construction  sought  to  be 
applied  in  this  case,  was  wrong,  liy  the  con- 
struction which  is  sought  to  be  given,  I  should 
be  entitled  to  (it'iy  dollars  mileage;  whereas  I 
am  justly  entitled  to  about  eighteen  dollars.  I 
understand  that  some  members  of  the  western 
districts  go  up  as  high  as  a  hundred  and  twenty 


dollars  mileage.  At  the  last  general  assembly 
members  claimed  mileage  round  through  Illi- 
nois. I  do  not  think  we  are  ju.^tly  entitled  to 
mileage  in  traveling  through  Illinois.  I  h..ve 
no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  who  claimed  that 
mileage  were  sincere  and  honest.  I  do  not  wish 
to  say  anything  against  that.  But  it  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  So  far  as  I  am  cone  rned,  I 
cannot  look  upon  it  in  any  other  light  than 
wrong.  It  is  wrong  in  every  light  in  which  I 
can  view  it. 

I  therefore  hope  the  convention  will  not  fol- 
low the  precedent  established  by  the  last  general 
assembly.  I  do  not  want  more  than  that,  and  I 
hope  others  will  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  ELLS.  I  very  heartily  concur  in  the  re- 
mark, that  we  have  a  character  of  our  own  ;  and 
I  hope  we  shall  sustain  it. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  have  beensome- 
■what  interested  and  amused  at  certain  positions 
taken  here  in  this  convention,  and  I  have  found 
that  in  almost  every  position  taken  by  certain 
members,  the  proceed. ngs  of  the  last  legislature 
have  been  law  and  gospel  to  them.  How  have 
we  acted  this  mi/rning  ?  Two  or  three  reports 
from  special  committees  came  in  here,  reporting 
the  amount  of  pay  to  be  allowed  to  certain  offi- 
cers, putting  it  upon  the  same  ratio  that  is  now 
fixed  for  the  state  printer.  Who  fixed  the  piy 
of  the  state  printer?  It  was  the  last  legislature, 
was  it  not?  We  have  found  the  same  principle 
acted  upon  from  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
vention to  the  present  time.  Almost  universally 
that  principle  holds  good;  but  wherein  that  ac- 
tion happens  to  be  distasteful,  then  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  legislature  must  be  set  aside  ;  then 
it  will  not  do.  Upon  the  fourth  day  of  this  con- 
vention, I  find  that  the  following  resolution, 
based  upon  this  principle,  was  offered  by  IMr. 
Clarke,  of  Johnson,  and  agreed  to  by  the  conven- 
tion : 

'^^  Resolved,  That  John  Teesdale  be  employed 
to  do  the  incidental  printing  of  the  convention, 
at  the  prices  now  paid  the  state  printer  for  simi- 
lar kinds  of  work." 

Now  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for 
the  gander.  I  find  that  these  special  resolutions 
were  offered  by  men  who  had  special  friends 
here.  And  I  find  that  when  they  are  to  be  voted 
upon,  and  when  these  friends  are  to  have  a  lift, 
the  ncts  of  the  legislature  are  law  and  gospel 
all  the  time.  But  when  the  principle  is  to  be 
applied  generally  to  the  convention,  and  when 
they  are  not  to  be  benefi  tcl,  then  they  want  a 
dill'erent  rule  here.  So  far  as  the  gentleman  is 
concerned,  and  I  may  say  the  same  of  all  the 
rest,  1  believe  they  are  upright  and  sincere  in 
this.  If  the  rules  establislied  by  the  legislature 
are  good  in  one  case,  they  should  be  good  in 
another  case.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  in 
ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  liumlred  which  may 
ari.^c,  we  will  be  governed  by  the  rules  estab- 
li.Mhed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  pay  given  by 
them  for  similar  work,  and  then  in  the  hun- 
dredth case  say  that  the  rule  shall  not  be  fol- 
lowed.     They  should    not  have   begun,   unless 
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they  were  willing  to  follow  it  out.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  the  act  of  the  legislature,  which  called 
this  convcDtion  together  ;  and  let  us  see  for  a 
moment  what  it  says. 

"Section  8.  Each  delegate  shall  receive  three 
dollars  per  day  from  the  state  treasury,  for  each 
day  that  the  convention  shall  be  in  session ;  and 
three  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  traveled  in 
going  to  and  returuingfrom  said  convention  ;  the 
said  mileage  to  be  computed  by  the  usually  trav- 
eled route." 

Now,  what  is  the  fair  construction  of  that  ? 
My  friend  from  Jeffer.-on  says  it  will  not  do  to 
pay  for  going  round  by  the  railroad,  because, 
forsooth,  we  go  into  Illinois.  The  legislature 
which  called  the  convention  together,  which 
passed  the  law  upon  which  our  action  is  predi- 
cated, meant  to  say,  and  did  say  by  their  own 
common-sense  construction  of  the  very  phrase, 
that  the  usually  traveled  route  means  the  usually 
traveled  route  at  the  time  the  traveling  is  requir- 
ed to  be  done.  Any  other  construction  would 
make  nonsense  of  it.  If  this  was  inten  led  to 
apply  to  the  time  when  the  traveling  is  required 
to  be  performed,  then  there  is  a  conti-act  between 
the  state  upon  the  one  side,  and  members  of  the 
convention  upon  the  other  side,  that  we  shall 
have  this  mileage.  It  is  true,  we  might  take  up 
our  line  of  march  direct  for  the  state  capitol, 
and  run  the  risk  of  lying  out  over  night,  or  be- 
ing obliged  to  go  on  horseback  or  on  foot  part 
of  the  way,  and  thus  might  possibly  have  come 
by  the  usual  summer  route  at  the  time  wht^n  we 
were  required  to  come;  but  that  is  not  the  route 
which  any  prudent  man,  attending  to  his  own 
business,  and  paying  his  own  expenses,  would 
follow  in  traveling  from  that  place  to  this  ;  and 
therefore  at  the  time  when  we  weie  required  to 
come  it  was  not  the  usually  traveled  route.  I 
can  see  no  otner  fair  construction  than  this.  I 
wish  to  remind  gentlemen  that  they  have  been 
pretty  liberal  in  getting  through  appropriations 
for  some  of  their  friends.  There  is  no  mistake 
about  that.  I  find  no  fault  with  it.  I  do  not 
believe  any  man  should  be  required  to  work  for 
the  state  without  a  fair  compensation,  one  that 
will  at  least  enable  him  to  live.  But  I  am  sorry 
to  see  that  when  that  is  accomplished  and  got 
through  with,  the  same  gentlemen  turn  round, 
and  because  they  cannot  receive  any  pecuniary 
profit  from  it,  pursue  a  niggardly,  parsimoni- 
ous, picayune  policy  as  to  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  this  convention. 

Let  us  look  at  it  for  a  moment.  Take  my  own 
case.  Give  me  the  mileage  which  gentlemen 
want  to  pay,  by  the  nearest  traveled  route  in 
any  season  of  the  year,  and  my  expenses  will 
be  some  thirty  dollars  more  than  the  mileage 
given  me  for  going  and  returning.  Yet  I  travel- 
ed the  usually  traveled  route  at  the  time  the 
traveling  was  required  to  be  done.  I  traveled 
the  same  route  I  should  have  taken  if  I  had  had 
occasion  to  come  to  Iowa  City  on  my  own  pri- 
vate business,  paying  my  own  expenses.  I  want 
pay  for  no  more  than  the  actual  number  of  miles 
traveled,  and  which  I  would  have  traveled  at  the 


same  time,  if  I  had  been  upon  my  own  private 
business.  Is  there  any  juttice  or  reasoiin  say- 
ing that  I  shall  receive  from  the  state  less  than 
what  I  actually  pay  for  my  traveling  expenses, 
and  less  than  what  the  act  which  called  me  here 
by  a  fair  construction  would  give  me  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  I  apprehend  that  the  legislature  es- 
tablished this  principle,  and  that  the  succeed- 
ing legislature  voted  upon  that  principle  in 
adopting  their  pay  per  mile  upon  the  route  to  be 
traveled  when  they  adjourned,  which  was  the 
same  by  which  we  traveled  in  coming  to  this 
place. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  offered  the  following  substi- 
tute for  the  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  each  member  hand  into  the 
secretary  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  mileage 
he  is  entitled  to,  together  with  the  route  of 
travel  he  claims  upon,  to  be  acted  upon  by 
the  convention." 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  shall  be  op- 
posed to  that  amendment,  if  it  is  intended  that 
these  statements,  thus  furnished  by  members, 
are  to  go  to  the  committee  on  expenditures. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  Then  let  them  be  acted  up- 
on directly  by  the  convention. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  have  it  go  to  the  committee  in  that  shape, 
though  I  am  willing  to  have  the  matter  settled 
by  the  convention. 

Mr.  WARREX.  I  want  to  have  a  vote  up- 
on this  matter,  which  shall  be  a  test  vote.  If 
gentlemen  are  disposed  to  vote  down  this  reso- 
lution as  it  now  stands,  then  let  them  do  so.  If 
it  is  adopted  then  the  committee  will  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  in  the  manner  here  proposed. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Lucas  [ilr.  Edwards]  will  be  adopt- 
ed, and  that  this  convention  will  thus  say  that 
they  will  trust  their  members  far  enough  to  take 
their  own  statements  upon  this  matter.  It 
seems  to  me  there  is  honor  enough  among  mem- 
bers of  this  convention  to  justify  us  in  trusting 
each  other.  Each  member  will  be  responsible 
only  for  his  own  statement,  and  not  for  that  of 
any  other  member.  This  resolution  does  not 
commit  us  either  one  way  or  the  other.  I  do 
not  think  any  member  here  will  claim  an  im- 
proper amount  of  mileage.  Each  member 
knows  the  usually  traveled  route  from  his  dis- 
trict to  this  place,  better  than  any  other  mem- 
ber can  know  it.  And  I  am  willing  to  say  that, 
when  any  member  has  presented  his  statement 
here,  I  will  believe  him  to  be  honest,  and  act 
upon  it  accordingly,  i  hope  that  we  will  show 
at  least  this  much  courtesy  towards  each  other. 

Mr.  GILLASPr.  I  occupy  the  same  position 
as  does  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr. 
Hall.]  I  do  not  wish  to  set  myself  up  in  judg- 
ment upon  the  amount  of  mileage  due  to  any 
member  upon  this  floor.  I  know  it  was  an- 
nounced by  the  gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr. 
Traer,]  in  the  early  part  of  our  session,  that 
the  members  of  this  convention  were  disposed 
to  steal,  and  the   gentleman  from  Henry    [Mr. 
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Clarke]  said  that  they  would  go  home  with  the 
word  "thief  pinned  upon  their  backs.  Now  I 
am  not  disposed  to  believe  that  any  member 
here  will  do  any  such  thing. 

It  matters  not  to  me  what  action  this  con- 
Tention  maj'  take  in  rej^ard  to  this  subject  of 
mileage.  I  expect  to  claim  merely  the  amount 
of  mileage  that  has  been  heretofore  paid  to  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  from  my  district,  that  is, 
by  the  overland  route  ;  although  the  last  three 
times  that  I  came  to  this  capitol,  I  came  by  the 
way  of  Burlington,  through  Illinois.  That  is 
the  usually  traveled  route,  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  I  shall,  however,  not  take  a  dollar  over 
the  amount  of  mileage  due  by  the  route  from 
this  place,  across  the  country  to  my  town. 

But  such  may  not  be  the  case  with  other 
gentlemen  here.  And  I  am  disposed,  by  my  vote, 
to  leave  this  matter  entirely  to  them,  ^r  they 
know  better  than  I  do,  the  usually  traveled  routes 
from  their  homes  to  this  place.  I  am  willing  to 
go  for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Al- 
amakee,  [Mr.  Clark]  while  at  the  same  time  I 
will  say  that  if  it  should  allow  me  more  mile- 
age by  the  way  of  Pond  Creek,  Illinois,  and  Bur- 
lington, I  will  not  avail  myself  of  it,  but  take 
merely  the  mileage  according  to  the  overland 
route.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  member  up- 
on this  floor,  who  will  hand  in  to  the  secretary 
other  than  a  true  statement  of  the  number  of 
miles  he  was  necessarily  compelled  to  travel,  at 
the  time  he  came  here. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  do  not  claim 
mileage  for  myself,  by  the  way  of  lUinoia,  and  I 
will  not  take  it.  But  it  is  the  principle  that  I 
am  contending  for. 

Mr.  IL\R111S.  I  occupy  the  same  position 
with  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  fMr.  Gillas- 
py.]  I  expect  to  take  mileage  by  the  usually 
traveled  route  across  the  country  to  my  town. 
I  certainly  should  not,  as  I  view  this  matter,  feel 
at  liberty  to  take  mileage  in  any  other  way.  I 
do  not  know  that  gentlemen  here  desire  to  take 
anything  more  than  that.  I  am  not,  however, 
disposed  to  set  myself  up  here  as  to  what  the 
rest  of  the  convention  should  do  in  this  matter. 
I  want  them  to  decide  this  matter  for  themselves. 

I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Lucas  [.Mr.  Edwards. 

Mr.  CL.MIKH,  of  Henry.  I  regret  that  my 
friend  from  'Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy]  should  mis- 
understand mo,  for  there  has  heretofore  gener- 
ally been  a  pretty  good  understanding  between 
us.  But  he  has  misquoted  me.  My  remarks 
aboutourgoinghome  wit  lithe  word  "thief"  pinn- 
ed upon  our  backs,  were  made  in  reply  to  some 
remarks  ma<lo  by  some  gentleman  here,  while 
we  were  considering  the  resolution  tor  supplying 
ourselves  with  the  reports  of  tlio  supreme  court 
of  this  state.  Some  gentleman  made  use  of 
language  here,  which  I  thought,  at  the  time,  im- 
pugned the  motives  of  those  who  advocated  that 
reaolution.  And  I  said,  that  in  order  that  that 
gentleman,  should  not  be  under  the  necessity 
of  going  home  with  the  word  "thief"  pinned 
upon  his  back,  I   would  move    an   amendment. 


that  the  secretary  of  state  be  called  upon  to  sup- 
ply these  reports  to  those  members  only  who 
should  request  them  of  him. 

In  regard  to  the  resolution  now  pending,  I 
have  but  this  to  say,  that  while  the  gentleman 
from  Des  .Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  made  almost  the  re- 
marks that  were  upon  my  own  lips,  in  regard  to 
allowing  members  here  to  send  in  their  own  ac- 
counts for  mileage,  and  have  them  audited  with- 
out any  farther  action  of  this  convention, — 
while  I  concur  with  the  gentleman,  and  am 
perfectly  willing  to  abide  by  that  course,  and  al- 
low every  member  to  defend  his  own  account 
before  his  constituents,  still  I  am  perfectly  wil- 
ting that  gentlemen  who  are  anxious  to  estab- 
lish a  correct  principle  upon  which  mileage 
should  bo  reckoned,  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  give  their  votes  to  that  end. 

The  language  of  the  act  calling  this  conven- 
tion together,  is  as  follows  : 

"Each  delegate  shall  receive  three  dollars  per 
day  from  the  state  treasury  for  each  day's  at- 
tendance in  said  convention,  and  three  dollars 
for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  in  going  to,  and 
returning  from,  said  convention  ;  the  mileage  to 
be  computed  by  the  usually  traveled  route." 

That  language  might  be  differently  construed 
by  different  individuals ;  and  a  person  might 
honestlj'  come  here  and  charge  mileage  by  the 
route  he  traveled  in  coming  here.  Of  course 
the  legislature,  when  putting  this  pi'ovision  in 
that  act,  supposed  that  "the  usually  traveled 
route"  would  be,  not  the  route  then  usually 
traveled,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act, 
but  the  route  usually  traveled  when  delegates  to 
this  convention  should  come  from  their  homes 
here,  and  return  from  here  home  again.  Now 
gentlemen  may  find  that,  from  the  condition  of 
the  ciiuntry,  in  consequence  of  the  carrying 
away  of  the  bridges,  &c.,  by  the  late  Hood,  they 
cannot  take  a  direct  route  home,  and  the  usual- 
ly t  aveled  route  when  they  came  here  is  not  the 
usually  traveled  route  at  this  time,  and  they  will, 
consequently,  be  compelled  to  go  home  by  some 
other  way. 

Now  what  did  the  legislature  contemplate 
when  they  passed  this  act?  They  contemplated 
that  delegates  would  act  honestly,  and  come  hero 
by  the  usually  traveled  routes,  at  the  time  this 
convention  assembled.  If  they  had  to  travel 
one  hundred  miles  or  five  hundred  miles  to  get 
here,  they  should  be  paid  by  the  route  they 
traveled.  That  is  what  the  legislature  intended, 
not  that  mileage  should  be  computed  by  an  air 
line.  Now,  if  a  delegate  resides,  for  instance, 
in  Alamakee  county,  and  cannot  possibly  get 
here,  except  by  going  around  through  Illinois, 
why  should  he  not  be  allowed  mileage  for  the 
distance  ho  is  compelled  to  travel,  the  same  as 
a  man  who  could  come  here  from  his  place  of 
residence  by  an  air  line  ?  The  legislature  meant 
by  "usually  traveled  route,"  the  route  you  aro 
compelled  to  travel. 

Now  who  constitute  the  best  authority  to  con- 
strue this  law  ?     The  law  makers,  themselves; 
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the  legislature  that  passed  the  law.  They  have 
given  it  a  construction,  and  have  acted  upon  it. 
Now  I  do  not  know  what  that  construction  is. 
I  have  never  examined  it.  But  I  know  what  my 
own  idea  of  it  is.  I  know  what  I  shall  charge. 
I  intend  to  charge  mileage  by  the  route  I  came 
here.  I  traveled  about  sixty  miles,  while  an  air- 
line would  be  only  about  fifty  miles.  I  do  not 
know  by  what  route  I  shall  go  home. 

I  shall  not  undertake  to  judge  for  other  men. 
Those  who  passed  this  law  have  put  a  construc- 
tion upon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Jefferson, 
[Mr.  Wilson,]  says  that  it  was  a  wrong  construc- 
tion. I  do  not  know  how  he  can  be  better  qual- 
ified to  give  the  proper  construction  of  that  law 
than  those  who  passed  it.  It  may  be  that  he  is, 
but  I  believe  that  the  legislature  is  the  best  au- 
thority. All  that  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee, 
[Mr.  Clark,]  asks,  is,  that  the  construction 
shall  be  given  to  this  law  that  its  framers  have 
given  it.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  his  resolution, 
whatever  those  instructions  may  be. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  There  are  several  members 
here  who  desire  a  direct  vote  upon  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr. 
Clarke.]  I  will,  therefore,  withdraw  my  substi- 
tute for  the  present,  in  order  that  a  direct  vote 
may  be  taken  upon  his  resolution. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Clark,  of  Alamakee,  which  was 
read  as  follows . 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  report  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bars  of  this  convention  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples and  the  same  construction  that  was  allowed 
senators  in  the  last  general  assembly." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  lay  this  resolution  up- 
on the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  ofi'ering  the  one 
indicated  a  short  lime  since  by  the  gentleman 
from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards.] 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  am  willing  to 
withdraw  my  resolution,  as  long  as  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  it  upon  the  table 'has  been  made,  and 
let  the  question  be  taken  upon  the  one  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Edwards.] 

Objection  was  made  to  withdrawing  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  it 
was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  12,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Day,  Gillaspy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Robinson,  Solomon  and  Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alama- 
kee, Clarke  of   Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ed 
wards.    Ells,    Emerson,    Gibson,    ^ower.    Gray, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Peters,  Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Tod- 
hunter,  Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  resolution. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  EDWARDS  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 
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The  previous  question  having  been  seconded, 
the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 
The  main  question  was  upon  the  resolution. 
Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  EDWARDS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  resolution,  it  was  not  adopted  ; 
yeas  10,  nays  23,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Peters, 
Price,  Scott,  Seely  and  Solomon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gillaspy,  Gow- 
er,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Robinson,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  DAY,  when  his  name  was  called,  said:  I 
think  the  principle  established  by  the  general  as- 
sembly, in  regard  to  mileage,  went  too  far.  As 
I  understand  it,  they  claimed  mileage  through 
one  section  of  country  at  the  time  there  was  a 
perfectly  good  and  a  shorter  road,  by  stage, 
through  another  section  of  country.  I  therefore 
vote  "no." 

Mr.  MARVIN,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
I  should  like  to  be  excused  from  voting,  as  I  do 
not  know  what  the  senate  did  in  this  matter.  I 
therefore  decline  voting. 

Mr.  SOLOMON,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said :  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution, 
upon  this  principle  :  our  legislature  has  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  funds  of  the  State,  and  they  all 
come  from  the  same  districts  that  we  come  from. 
And  as  they  paid  themselves,  I  am  willing  to  be 
paid,  though  I  do  not  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  YOUNG  moved  that  the  convention  now 
take  a  recess  till  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Mahaska,  [Mr.  Young,]  will  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion for  the  present,  for  this  reason.  The  com- 
mittee on  expenditures  desire  to  have  some  de- 
cision of  the  convention  upon  this  subject  of 
mileage.  The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  was  intended  to  give 
instructions  to  the  committee.  As  that  has 
been  voted  down,  we  desire  to  have  some  other 
instructions  given  us. 

Mr.  YOUNG.     I  cannot  withdraw  the  motion. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  take  a  recess,  it  was 
not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  10,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Gower,  Hollingsworth, 
Parvin,  Todhunter,  Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Palmer,    Patterson,    Peters,    Price,    Robinson, 
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Scott,  Seelj,  Solomon,  Traer,  "Warren  and  Win- 
chester. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  offer  the  following  resolntion, 
■which  is  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr. 
Edwards,]  with  some  modifications  : 

''Resolved,  That  each  member  hand  in  to  the 
secretary  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  mileage 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  with  the  route  of  travel 
he  claims  upon ;  and  that  such  statements  be  ta- 
ken as  the  true  mileage  of  members." 

Upon  this  resolution — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GRAY  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  mileage  of  members  of 
this  convention  be  computed  upon  the  basis  of 
the  nearest  distances  traversed  by  the  United 
States  mails,  between  the  residences  of  members 
and  this  capitol." 

Mr.  HALL.  Can  a  substitute  be  offered  after 
I  have  called  for  the  previous  question  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  did  not  hear  a 
second  to  the  call,  before  the  gentleman  from 
Linn,  [Mr.  Gray,]  offered  his  substitute. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  seconded  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  as  soon  as  it  was  made. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  then  is— 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ? 

The  question  being  taken,  the  main  question 
•was  then  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  the  resolution. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  resolution,  it  was  adopted  ;  yeas 
22,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Day,  Edwards,  Emerson.  Gib- 
eon,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott, 
Seely,  Solomon,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

jjays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Ilollingsworth, 
Parvin,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson  and  Young. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  TRAER, 

The  convention  then  took  a  recess  until  2 
o'clock  P.  M. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  convention  re-assembled  at  2  o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Regarding  the 
vote  taken  this  morning,  just  before  the  recess, 
upon  the  resolution  concerning  the  mileage  of 
members,  aa  instructions  to  the  committee  on 
fxpenditures  to  do  an  act,  which,  in  my  judg. 


ment,  would  be  in  violation  of  law,  and  not  re- 
cognizing the  right  of  this  convention  to  impose 
any  such  duty  upon  me,  1  beg  leave  to  decline 
serving  any  longer  upon  tuat  committee. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  move  that  the  gentleman 
be  excused  from  further  serving  upon  the  com- 
mittee on  expenditures. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr.  Bunker  upon 
the  committee,  in  place  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of  John- 
son, who  was  excused  from  serving. 

Per  Diem  of  Members. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  theper  die)7t  allowed  members 
of  this  convention,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as 
to  allow  members  pay  per  day  for  the  time  they 
may  have  been  absent  from  this  convention." 

Mr.  HALL.  Some  of  our  members  have  been 
prevented  from  attending  here  in  consequence  of 
sickness. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  have  no  desire 
to  have  my  resolution  affect  any  members  who 
have  been  detained  from  here  on  account  of 
sickness.  I  will,  therefore,  modify  my  resolu- 
tion by  adding  to  it  the  words,  "except  those 
absent  on  account  of  sickness." 

Mr.  WARREN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
as  I  am  somewhat  interested  in  this  matter, 
having  been  absent  from  this  convention  about 
a  week. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Skiff  was  ex- 
cused from  voting. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  18,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ells,  Emerson, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Hall,  Johnston, [Palm- 
er, Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely, 
Solomon,  Traer,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

jy'ays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clark  of  Ala- 
makee, Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Day,  Edwards,  Gray,  Harris,  Ilollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Todhunter  and  Young. 

Returning  Documents  to  the  State. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution : 

"  Whkueas,  By  resolutions  of  this  convention 
each  member  thereof  has  been  supplied  with  a 
copy   each   of  Clarke's  Iowa  Reports,  Code  of 
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Iowa,  Cushing's  Manual,  Constitutions  of  the 
several  States  of  this  Union,  and  a  map  of  Iowa, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  said  members  infor- 
mation necessary  to  qualify  them  to  discharge 
their  duties  to  the  best  advantage,  in  forming  a 
coHstitution  for  this  State; 

"And  Whereas.  Said  object  will  have  been 
attained  at  the  final  adjournment  of  this  conven- 
tion, and  said  books  can  be  of  no  farther  use  to 
said  members,  after  such  adjournment;  there, 
fore, 

"  Resolved,  That  each  member  of  said  conven- 
tion is  hereby  required  to  return  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  after  said  adjournment,  the  above 
named  books,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same." 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  permit  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee 
[Mr.  Clark,]  to  do  so,  if  he  pleases. 

Mr  GILLASPY.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
resolution  be  so  amended  as  not  to  include  those 
members  who  have  sold  their  reports. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  have  no  right 
to  assume  that  any  member  has  done  so. 

Mr.  DAY.  Each  of  us  have  had  a  very  fine 
pen-knife  furnished  us  by  the  State.  We  shall 
have  no  farther  use  for  them,  so  far  as  the  work 
of  the  State  is  concerned,  after  our  adjourn- 
ment. It  might  perhaps  be  well  to  amend  the 
resolution  so  as  to  include  our  knives. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion upon  the  table. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  desire  to  adjourn,  at  least 
sometime  this  week.  Now  I  have  always  heard 
that  there  was  but  one  step  from  the  sublime  to 
the  ridiculous. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  will  observe  to 
the  gentleman  from  Jones,  [Mr.  Marvin,]  that 
while  he  is  always  happy  to  hear  him  speak,  the 
question  now  before  the  convention  is  act  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  be  allowed  to  go  on.  I  have  my- 
self often  heard  that  there  was  but  one  step 
from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  the  gentleman  state  the  position  he 
occupies. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion — 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  25,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Day, 
Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gower,  Hall, 
Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palm- 
er, Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scoit, 
Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer  and 
Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Gillaspy, 
Gray,  Parvin,  Winchester  and  Young. 


Adjournment  Sine  Die, 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  rescind  tho 
resolution,  adopted  some  days  since,  to  adjourn 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1857,  without  day." 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  lay  the  resolutiou  upoa 
the  table. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  is  certainly  distinctly 
understood,  by  every  member  here,  that  we  can- 
not adjourn  to-day,  and  we  must,  therefore,  re- 
scind this  resolution. 

Upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table — 

Mr.  GRAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table,  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  18,  naya  17,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Day, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  John- 
ston, Palmer,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robin- 
son, Solomon,  Traer,  Warren  and  Winchester. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin,  Par- 
vin, Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

School  Funds  aiid  School  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL — 

The  convention  then  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  article  on  "  school  funds  and  school 
lands." 

Borrowing  School  Fund  hy  the  State. 

The  question  was  upon  the  following  amend- 
ments, proposed  by  Mr.  Solomon  : 

First.  To  strike  out  of  section  five  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

"  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general  as- 
sembly as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  effectual 
means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent  se- 
curity of  the  funds  of  said  university  ;"  so  that 
the  section  would  then  retvd : 

"  The  general  assembly  shall  take  measures 
for  the  protection,  improvement,  or  other  dispo- 
sition of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or  may  here- 
after be  reserved,  or  granted  by  the  United 
States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this  state, 
for  the  use  of  a  university,  and  the  funds  ac- 
cruing from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  said  University,  for  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture, the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  author- 
ized by  the  terms  of  such  grant." 

Second.  To  strike  fi-om  section  six  the  words, 
"and  county;"  so  that  the  section  would  read : 
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"  The  financial  agents  of  the  school  funds 
shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law,  receive  and  con- 
trol the  state  revenue,  for  other  civil  purposes, 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  by 
law.' 

Third;  to  strike  out  section  seven, which  reads: 

"  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  common  schools  shall  be  distributed 
to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
youths,  between  the  ages  of  Kve  and  twenty-one 
years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by 
the  general  assembly.'" 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

"For  the  purpose  of  erecting  charitable  in- 
stitutions, and  other  public  buildings  of  this 
state,  the  general  assembly  may  provide  by  law 
for  Dorrowing  from  the  school  and  university 
fund,  for  a  series  of  years,  such  sum  or  sums  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  such  purpose,  for 
which    they    shall   annually  pay  to  the   school 

fund  interest  at  the  rate  of per  ceut.  per 

annum." 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  have  but  a  few  remarks  to 
ofiFer,  in  explanation  of  this  proposition.  I  do 
hope  this  principle  will  be  incorporated  into  the 
constitution,  in  some  shape  or  other.  We  are 
told  by  those  who  have  the  means  of  knowing, 
that  the  school  fund  which  has  been  entrusted 
to  this  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
Iowa,  is  surely  disappearing,  in  consequence  of 
some  difficulty  or  derangement  in  the  present 
system  of  managing  that  fund.  And  I,  for  one, 
feel  that  we  will  not  have  discharged  our  duties 
as  members  of  this  convention,  unless  we  shall 
provide  some  system  for  the  management  and 
preservation  of  that  fund,  different  from  the  one 
we  now  have.  I  propose  this  plan,  after  con- 
sultation with  some  of  the  members,  from  the 
fact  that  I  believe  it  will  preserve  the  fund  bet- 
ter tlian  any  other  plan  proposed,  and  at  the 
same  time  enable  the  state,  as  a  state,  to  profit 
by  the  use  of  that  fund. 

I  desire  to  state  liere,  at  the  beginning  of  my 
remarks,  that  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  state 
officers,  who  has  the  money  belonging  to  this 
fund  in  custody,  tliat  there  is  now  about  a  hun- 
dred and  eighty-fivo  thousand  dollars  of  the 
school  fund  in  liis  possession,  which  will  soom 
be  distributed  by  hitn,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  state.  I  also  learned,  in  conversation  with 
him,  that  if  any  decided  action  was  taken  by 
this  convention,  which  would  imlicate  a  cliauge 
in  tlio  manner  of  disposing  of  this  fund,  ho 
would  perhaps  delay  the  distribution  of  it. 

I  propose  by  this  amendment  to  loan  this  fiind 
directly  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  fini  series  of'vejirs, 
to  be  used  for  certain  purposes,  at  a  given  rate 
of  interest.  I  think  we  can  make  no  other  dis- 
position of  this  fund,  which  will  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  secure  and  [jrescrTC  it,  better  than  to  loan 
it  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  let  the  state  become 
indebted  to  the  sciiool  fund  for  that  amount, 
and  k't  the  interest,  be  it  what  it  may,  bo  paid 
annually  to  that   fund,  and  when   paid    bo  dis- i 


tributed  among  the  several  districts  of  the  state 
for  the  support  of  schools. 

The  reason  for  placing  this  fund  in  the  hands 
of  the  state  is  this :  we  are,  at  present,  a  young 
state,  just  setting  out,  as  it  were,  as  a  state. 
We  have  recently  decided  upon  the  removal  of 
our  state  capitol  from  this  place  to  Fort  Des 
Moines.  W"e  have  before  us  the  erection  of  cer- 
tain public  buildings,  charitable  institutions, 
the  capitol  and  other  buildings,  which  will  cost 
a  large  amount  of  money.  We  have  a  provision 
in  this  constitution,  already  passed  upon  by  this 
body,  declaring  that  this  state  shall  not  create 
an  indebtedness  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  That  was  established  and  in- 
corporated into  the  constitution,  upon  a  good 
principle,  that  debts  should  not  be  created  by 
taxation  upon  the  people,  because,  being  so 
young  a  state,  we  were  not,  at  the  present,  in  a 
condition  to  have  the  people  taxed  to  any  con- 
siderable extent. 

Now  the  proposition  I  have  here  submitted,  if 
it  be  adopted,  will  enable  us  to  erect  all  these 
public  buildings  that  we  must  provide  for.  ena- 
ble us  to  build  fine,  large  and  commodious  build- 
ings, such  as  will  be  a  i  honor  to  the  state  for 
the  present,  and  for  all  future  time,  and  will 
place  the  burden  of  these  buildings  upon  the 
future  tax  payers  of  the  state.  This  is  the  rea- 
son, to  state  it  in  one  word, why  I  ofiFer  this  prop- 
osition. 

It  is  notorious  that  this  school  fund,  which 
was  given  to  us  as  trustee  to  protect  and  use  it 
profitably,  was  intended  by  the  donors  to  be  a 
means  of  preserving  and  strengthening  the  mor- 
als and  virtue  of  the  community.  But  while 
that  object  is  known,  it  is  equally  notorious  to 
the  people  that,  instead  of  subserving  that  pur- 
pose, this  school  fund  has  become  a  means  of 
corruption  with  office  seekers,  rather  a  corrup- 
tion fund  than  anything  else.  It  is  only  to  re- 
move it  beyond  the  reach  of  any  such  dangers 
as  that,  that  I  propose  to  loan  it  to  the  state. 

The  school  fund,  at  present,  is  distributed 
throughout  the  various  counties  of  this  state. 
And  gentlemen  will  no  doubt  oppose  m^-  propo- 
sition, from  the  fact  that  it  will  require  the  col- 
lection of  this  fund  from  the  several  counties, 
and  placing  it  iu  the  hands  of  the  state  officers 
for  that  purpose.  I  am  opposed  to  the  present 
disposition  of  our  school  fund,  from  the  fiictthat 
it  inaugurates  and  maintains  in  our  state  a  sys- 
tem, which  enables  corrupt  office-holders  and 
others  to  carry  out  their  own  personal  aggran- 
dizement, in  the  way  in  which  they  loan  out 
this  money.  The  public  at  largo  derive  no  ben- 
efit from  tills  fund  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  tho 
public  at  large  have  no  exact  information  con- 
cerning the  precise  condition  of  this  fund  at  the 
present  time.  And  not  only  are  the  ))ublic  at 
largo  deprived  of  this  information,  but  I  under- 
take to  say — for  I  have  tried  it — that  no  man 
can  get  at  a  knowledge  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  school  fund  in  this  state,  so  loose  is  tho 
system  that  has  been  pursued  in  its  manage- 
ment. 
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Now  if  past  legislatures  have  permitted  this 
fund  to  get  iuto  its  present  condition,  I  think 
that  it  is  high  time  for  us,  who  are  here  to  frame 
our  fundamental  law,  to  say  to  the  legislature 
what  shall  be  done  with  this  fund. 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  one  of  our  neighbor- 
ing states  for  some  time.  And  I  can  recollect 
when  the  state  of  Illinois  had  a  magnificent 
school  fund,  as  much  so  as  the  state  of  Iowa  now 
has,  and  it  was  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
our  school  fund.  And  I  have  been  informed  by 
geutlemen  from  Illinois,  acquainted  with  the 
matter,  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  really 
no  school  fund  at  all  there  now ;  it  has  been  all 
lost  through  the  negligence  and  mismanagement 
of  the  officers  having  charge  of  it.  I  may  be 
answered  that  we  have  provided  in  this  consti- 
tution that  such  loans  in  this  state  shall  be 
made  up  by  the  state.  That  is  an  additional 
reason  why  the  state  should  have  the  care  of 
this  fund,  if  it  is  to  be  responsible  for  losses 
to  it. 

It  will  doubtless  be  said  that  it  will  be  a  great 
hardship  upon  the  people  of  this  state  to  draw 
in  this  fund  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  think 
so.  It  can  be  no  hardship  upon  a  man  who  has 
borrowed  from  the  school  fund  upon  a  mortgage, 
and  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  rate  of  interest,  and 
the  principal  at  a  certain  fixed  time,  which  is 
the  only  way  these  loans  can  be  legally  made — 
it  can  be  no  hardship  upon  that  man,  to  draw 
in  this  fund,  at  that  time,  as  I  have  proposed 
here. 

I  have  another  reason  for  offering  this  propo- 
sition, which  I  will  state  to  those  gentlemen  who 
take  the  position  that  the  people  should  not  have 
this  fund  withdrawn  from  among  them  at  the 
present  time.  I  desire  those  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider one  feature  of  this  subject.  This  fund  is 
not  now  equally  distributed  throughout  the 
state  of  Iowa.  I  have  been  informed,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true,  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  thousand  dollars  of  this  fund  is, 
at  this  time,  in  one  county  of  this  state.  This 
affords  that  county  a  great  advantage,  if  there  is 
any  advantage  at  all  in  it.  This  taking  this 
public  fund  and  loaning  it  out  among  favorites, 
or  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  is,  I  think, 
a  wrong  disposition  of  it.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  if  that  is 
the  amount  of  this  fund  that  is  now  in  his 
county  ? 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  My  impression  is 
that  it  is  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.  I  have  been  informed  that  it 
is  one  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

Now  I  want  this  fund  drawn  in  gradually,  and 
loaned  to  the  state  to  use  in  the  way  I  have  in- 
dicated, the  state  to  be  made  responsible  for   it. 

And  I  want  to  say  here  that  I  have  not  offer- 
ed this  proposition  to  supersede  the  minor- 
ity report  of  my  friend  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall]  upon  this  subject.  He  and  I  talked  this 
question  over  before  he  submitted  that  report, 
and  1  agreed  with  him  in   his  report,   with   the 


exception  of  taking  the  balance  of  the  fund  and 
investing  it  in  United  States  or  state  stocks.  I 
do  not  like  that  feature  of  the  minority  report, 
though  I  would  go  for  that  even,  before  I  would 
consent  to  let  the  fund  remain  where  it  is. 

I  hope  my  proposition  will  meet  with  the 
favor  which  I  think  it  deserves,  but  which  I  am 
fearful  it  will  not  receive  from  the  fact  that  it 
proposes  to  draw  this  fund  from  the  constituents 
of  members  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted.  I  am  astonished  that  it  should 
find  favor  at  the  hands  of  some  gentlemen  who 
voted  for  the  lowest  sum,  in  the  article  upon 
state  debts,  as  the  limit  of  state  indebtedness. 
This  is  simply  a  scheme  to  increase  the  amount 
that  the  state  may  go  into  debt,  to  the  entire 
amount  of  the  school  fund;  and  the  only  object 
I  can  perceive  for  doing  this,  is  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  state  this  school  fund  to  build  a 
capitol  at  Fort  Des  Moines,  and  the  various  char- 
itable institutions  of  the  state.  Now  I  am  op- 
posed to  that.  I  am  opposed  to  placing  the 
school  fund  of  this  state  in  any  such  condition. 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  this  convention  should  go 
to  work  now  and  prepare  and  adopt  a  scheme 
by  which  to  withdraw  this  school  fund  from  the 
several  counties  of  the  state,  it  would  be  the 
greatest  load  that  we  could  place  upon  this  con- 
stitution. I  do  not  see  why  the  legislature  can- 
not take  charge  of  this  matter.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  prevent  the  legislature  from  pursuing  the 
course  here  proposed,  except  that  if  they  pro- 
pose to  make  a  debt  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  they 
must  submit  the  question  to  the  people. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  am  opposed  both  to  the 
minority  report  and  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mills  [Mr.  Solomon.]  I  under- 
stand from  that  gentleman  that  there  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  ready  for  dis- 
tribution among  the  several  counties  of  the  state, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  if  there  is  any  action  taken  by 
this  convention  concerning  the  disposition  of 
our  school  fund,  he  will  hold  on  to  this  amount 
until  August  next.  I  can  only  say  that  I  would 
myself  be  very  glad  to  have  this  fund  to  spec- 
culate  upon  till  that  time. 

I  move  to  lay  the  minority  report  and  this 
amendment  upon  the  table. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  minority  report  is 
not  before  the  convention,  and  is  entitled  to  no 
more  consideration,  and  has  no  higher  dignity 
than  an  amendment  submitted  byau  individual 
member. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  motion  to  lay  the  report  and  amendment 
upon  the  table?  Would  it  carry  the  whole  report 
and  amendments  with  it? 

The  PRESIDENT.     It  would. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  understood  that  we  were 
considering  the  report  upon  school  lands,  in- 
troduced by  the  gentleman  from  Lee,  [Mr.  John- 
ston.] 
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The  PRESIDENT.  "We  are  now  considering 
the  article  upon  school  funds  and  school   lands. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  move  to  lay  the  amend- 
ment ottered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mills,  [.Mr. 
Solomon]  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hare  a  proposition  which  I  de- 
sire to  submit,  but  1  do  not  desire  to  create  de- 
fate.  I  desire  to  leave  the  question  in  relation 
to  the  disposition  of  the  school  funds  to  be  voted 
upon  by  the  people.  If  gentlemen  have  any  serious 
opposition  to  it,  I  will  not  insist  upon  it.  I 
hope,  however  the  convention  will  agree  to  re- 
ceive it,  as  it  is  simply  a  proposition  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall]  if  he  would  not  as 
soon  take  up  now  some  of  the  first  articles  of 
the  constitution  and  pass  them  to  a  third  read  - 
ing. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  think  that  there  will 
be  any  discussion  upon  the  proposition  which  I 
desire  to  submit. 

Mr.  WILSOX.     I  shall  oppose  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  might  have  known  that. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  there  is  a  feeling  existing  in  this  conven- 
tion which  is  utterly  unfitting  us  to  do  our  duty. 
"While  I  am  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall],  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  compelled  to  vote  upon  it  until  I 
can  read  it.  Most  of  the  duty  which  the  con- 
vention has  to  do  now,  is  to  examine  all  the 
articles  accurately,  and  correct  any  inaccura- 
cies there  may  be  in  them.  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter rescind  the  resolution  for  adjournment,  and 
go  to  work.  We  have  wasted  time  enough,  and 
there  has  been  enough  bad  feeling  exhibited 
here  already.  Let  us  forget  all  this  and  go  to 
work. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  now  upon 
ordering  the  article  on  school  funds  and  school 
lands  to  a  third  reading,  and  referring  it  to  the 
committee  on  revision,  engrossment  and  enroll- 
ment. 

Mr.  HALL.     I  move  that  that  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  article  rofmred  accordingly. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  we  take  up  the  arti- 
cle on  tlie  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,  and  read 
it  the  third  lime. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  remark 
that  the  article  on  schedule  is  ready  for  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  My  object  in  taking  up  some  of 
the  first  articles  of  the  constitution  is  that  they 
may  go  to  the  engrossing  clerk. 

The  PRE.SIDENT.  The  Chair  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  report  of  tiie  committee  on 
engrossment  and  ourollmeut  was  not  yet  made. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  has  not  yet  been 
made. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  they  be  required  to 
report. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  move  that  we  take  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  schedule. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  schedule 
was  then  read  by  sections  for  amendment. 

Laws  of  the  State. 

Section  one  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"This  constitution  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  State,  and  any  law  inconsistent  there- 
with, shall  be  void.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  this  con- 
stitution into  effect." 

No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 
Section  two  was  then  read  as  follows: 
"All  laws  now  in  force  and  not  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution,  shall  remain  in  force  un- 
til they  shall  expire  or  be  repealed." 
No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

Business  pending  in  Courts. 

Section  three  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"  All  indictments,  prosecutions,  suits,  pleas, 
plaints,  process,  and  other  proceedings  pending 
in  any  of  the  courts,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final 
judgment  and  execution;  and  all  appeals,  writs 
of  error,  certiorari,  and  injunctions,  shall  be 
carried  on  in  the  several  courts,  in  the  same 
manner  as  now  provided  by  law." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  that  section,  which  I  think  is  a  desirable 
one: 

"And  all  off'enses,  misdemeanors,  and  crimes, 
that  may  have  been  committed  before  the  taking 
eff"ect  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  subject  to 
indictment,  and  trial,  and  punishment,  in  the 
same  manner  as  thoy  would  have  been  had  not 
this  constitution  been  made." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion. 
I  believe  there  is  a  section  in  this  constitution 
which  provides  that  certain  minor  ofl'enses  shall 
be  tried  witiiont  indictment,  whereas  the  courts 
now  hold  under  the  present  law  that  parties 
may  be  indicted  for  these  offenses  by  the  grand 
jury.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  he 
say,   "  except  as  herein  provided." 

Mr.  HALL.  The  question  has  been  already 
decided  by  the  supremo  court,  and  the  provision 
which  I  otter  is  made  with  direct  reference  to 
the  law  us  now  declared. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 
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No  other  amendment  was  offered  to  the  third 
section. 

Fines,  Penalties,  and  Forfeitures. 

Section  four  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
"  All  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  due,  or  to 
become  due,  or  accruing  to  the  State,  or  to  any 
county  therein,  or  to  the  school  fund,  shall 
inure  to  the  State,  county,  or  school  fund,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law." 

There  being  no  amendments  offered  to  this 
section — 

Bonds  to  remaiii  in  force. 

Section  fire  was  then  read  as  follows: 
"All  bonds  executed  to  the  State,  or  to  any 
officer  in  his  ofl[icial  capacity,  shall  remain  in 
force  and  inure  to  the  use  of  those  concerned." 
No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

First  Election  under  this  Constitution. 

Section  six  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"  The  first  election  under  this  constitution 
shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  at  which  time  the  electors  of  the 
State  shall  elect  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor.  There  shall  also  be  elected  at  such 
election,  the  successors  of  such  State  Senators 
as  were  elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  be  elected  in  accordance  with  the  act 
of  apportionment,  enacted  by  the  seventh  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State." 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
that  section.  Before  the  word  "governor,"  I 
move  to  insert  "judges  of  the  supreme  court." 

I  wish  to  have  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  elected  next  October.  The  reason  I  have 
for  offering  this  amendment  I  will  explain  briefly. 
I  understand  that  the  people  of  the  state  require 
a  provision  in  the  new  constitution,  that  judges 
may  be  elected  by  the  people ;  and  I  desire  to 
give  them,  by  the  amendment  I  have  offered,  an 
opportunity  to  elect  them  at  the  very  first  elec- 
tion after  this  constitution  goes  into  effect. 
Perhaps  we  should  not  get  any  better  judges 
than  we  now  have.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
re-elect  them. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  think  they  were  elected  for 
six  years.  They  have  had  a  bad  bargain  with 
respect  to  salaries  thus  far,  and  I  think  we 
should  not  provide  for  turning  them  out  now, 
when  we  have  just  increased  their  compensa- 
tion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  cannot  think  that  the  people 
of  this  state,  or  the  members  of  this  convention, 
■would  put  out  of  office  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court.    It  is  well  known  that  the  men  who  now 


occupy  that  position,  accepted  the  oflSces  to 
which  they  were  elected  at  the  risk  of  losing  a 
lucrative  practice  at  the  bar,  and  at  a  great  sac- 
rifice on  their  part.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
the  people  expect  we  wilL  throw  these  men  out 
of  their  positions  after  they  have  been  compell- 
ed to  make  a  great  sacrifice  to  accept  them.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skiff,]  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  The  supreme  court  judges  are 
retained  in  office  longer  than  other  officers.  If 
there  should  be  any  distinction  made  at  all,  in 
this  matter,  they  should  go  out  first.  These 
judges  have  taken  office  just  the  same  as  we 
all  would  take  office.  In  case  a  revolution  in 
government  takes  place  we  all  lose  our  places. 
They  take  their  position  upon  the  supreme  court 
bench  with  the  same  understanding.  If  they 
were  eminent  lawyers,  and  had  a  fine  practice 
before  they  went  upon  the  bench,  they  can  re- 
sume it  as  soon  as  they  leave  it,  and  make  more 
money  than  by  remaining  upon  the  bench.  If 
they  consent  to  a  re-election  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  can  be  re-elected — if  their  party  hap- 
pens to  be  the  winning  party.  1  do  not  consider 
that  these  judges  will  lose  anything  by  the 
adoption  of  this  propositon.  I  do  not  see  any 
justice  or  propriety  in  continuing  them  in  office 
until  1859.  One  of  the  principle  reasons  urged 
for  calling  the  convention  together,  was  to  give 
the  election  of  these  judges  to  the  people,  and 
not  make  them  dependent  upon  the  legislature, 
mere  creatures  of  that  body.  I  am  for  giving 
the  election  of  these  officers  to  the  people,  and 
that  as  soon  as  we  can.  I  desire  to  see  some 
consistency  in  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to;  yeas  15,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Skiff  and  Solo- 
mon. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth,  Marvin, 
Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"Lieutenant  Governor." 

This  section  and  the  subsequent  one  seem  to 
make  a  distinction  as  to  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives, with  regard  to  the  length  of  their 
offices.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any  such  dis- 
tinction. I  desire  to  amend  this  and  the  subse- 
quent section,  so  as  to  make  the  members  of  the 
present  legislature  go  out  of  office  at  once.  I 
do  not  know  but  I  would  vote  to  retain  them  all 
as  they  are  at  present,  at  least  for  another  ses- 
sion. I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  making 
any  distinction  between  them.  This  section 
makes  a  distinction  between  a  portion  of  the 
senators  and  rules  out  members  of  the  house. 

The   question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
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nays,  upon  the  amendment,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to ;  yeas  14,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  D.\y,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Ilall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson  and  Solomon. 

Xays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Aliimakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Gowcr,  Gray,  nollingsworth,  Mar- 
vin, Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer, 
Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

No  other  amendments  were  offered  to  this 
eection. 

Election  of  Members  of  Congress,  <5'C. 

Section  seven  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  first  election  for  Secretary,  Auditor, 
and  Treasurer  of  State,  Attorney  General,  Dis- 
trict Attorneys,  members  of  Congress,  and  such 
state  officers  as  shall  be  elected  at  the  April 
election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  except  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  such  county  officers 
as  were  elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-si.^, 
except  prosecuting  attorneys,  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  come  in  at  the  end  of  this  section.  I 
apprehend  that  there  will  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  convention  to  it,  as  I  presume  gen- 
tlemen will  not  see  any  party  move  in  it.  I  de- 
sire to  offer  simuly  a  provision  for  an  election 
that  ought  to  come  off  in  our  judicial  districts. 
This  was  one  of  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to 
favor  the  proposition  of  re-districting  the  state, 
but  1  see  that  is  not  to  be  done. 

The  amendment  which  I  desire  to  offer  is,  to 
prevent  a  special  session.  The  terra  of  our 
Judge  expires  in  iBilS.  By  the  provision  made 
here,  it  is  provided  that  the  district  judges,  and 
other  officers  who  were  elected  at  the  April  elec- 
tion in  l^:u,  shall  be  elected  again  in  1858. 
The  amendment  which  I  desire  to  offer  is  this: 

"  Provided,  that  the  term  for  which  any  dis- 
trict judge,  or  other  state  or  county  officer, 
elected  at  the  April  election  in  1<S58,  shall  not 
extend  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  filling  like 
offices  at  the  October  election,  in  1858." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  know  that  there  can 
bo  any  particular  objection  urged  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose  [Mr. 
Harris].  It  simply  provides  that  such  judges  as 
may  be  elected  at  the  April  election  in  1858, 
Bhall  hold  on  until  the  next  (Ictober,  when  all 
the  terras  of  office  shall  commence  at  the  same 
time,  and  continue  on  regularly, 

•Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  eleventh  section  covers  the  object  de- 
sired by  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose  [Mr. 
Harris].  If  the  judge  from  the  gentleman's 
district  is  elected  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of 
this  constitution,  he  would  hold  on  to  his  term 
of  office  under  the  eleventh  section. 


Mr.  WILSON.  The  election  would  take  place 
in  April,  1858,  and  that  would  be  after  the  tak- 
ing effect  of  this  constitution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

No  otheramendment  was  offered  to  the  seventh 
section. 

Election  of  Supreme  Judges,  ^c. 

The  eighth  section  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  first  election  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  such  county  officers  as  shall  be 
elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  wish  to  offer  a  substitute  for 
the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  sections. 

I  would  prefer,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  have 
the  election  of  these  officers  come  off  in  1857  ; 
but  it  is  desirable  to  have  our  general  elections 
come  on  even  years,  and  at  the  same  time  that 
we  elect  members  of  congress.  We  elect  mem- 
bers of  congress  upon  the  even  year  in  order 
to  have  them  elected  at  one  time.  I  think  it  is 
desirable  to  have  as  few  general  elections  as  we 
can;  once  in  two  years  is  often  enough.  This 
brings  our  general  elections  on  the  same  year 
with  the  presidential  election. 

The  sections  for  which  I  propose  a  substitute, 
propose  to  keep  the  old  constitution  alive  for 
certain  purposes,  and  we  thus  have  two  consti- 
tutions, one  of  which  is  rejected  by  the  people, 
for  about  two  years.  I  do  not  believe  this  is 
right,  and  I  do  not  believe  gentlemen  can  put 
their  hands  upon  their  hearts  and  say  that  they 
could  go  for  an}-  such  measure. 

I  want  to  show  how  this  schedule  will  operate. 
One  of  these  sections  provides  that  the  governor, 
lieutenant  governor,  and  a  portion  of  the  stato 
senators,  shall  be  elected  in  October,  1857.  Af- 
ter this  constitution  is  adopted  and  becomes  the 
supreme  law  of  the  state,  you  provide  by  an- 
other section  for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  under  a  law  entirely 
different  from  the  one  in  the  constitution.  You 
will  not  let  this  constitution  govern  the  election 
in  that  case,  but  you  take  the  law  of  the  last 
legislature  and  supersede  the  constitution  which 
wo  have  adopted  here.  This  is  what  these  three 
sections  of  the  schedule  do  in  1857. 

Then  it  lays  down  another  rule  ;  they  say 
that  the  attoraoy,  district  attorney,  and  other 
state  officers  shall  be  elected  in  1858,  and  hero 
we  have  another  jjortion  of  this  constitution  in 
force.  You  have  both  tlie  old  and  new  consti- 
tutions in  force  by  this  schedule  till  1859.  Then 
you  allow  the  supreme  court  judges  to  be  elected, 
although  it  has  been  decided  more  than  two 
years  before,  that  they  shall  be  elected  by  the 
people  uniler  this  constitution,  that  is,  according 
to  this  schedule.     After  the  people  have  adopt- 
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ed  the  constitution,  you  dole  out,  in  the  sched- 
ule, the  election  of  these  officers,  by  piece-meal, 
and  keep  a  portion  of  the  old  constitution  for 
one  purpose,  and  the  new  constitution  for  an- 
othLr. 

The  proposition  I  make  is  to  put  off  these 
elections  for  a  good  length  of  time,  then  bring 
the  new  constitution  into  effect  at  once,  organ- 
ize under  it,  and  let  our  general  elections  go  on 
biennially  upon  even  years.  The  first  session  of 
the  legislature  is  held  in  185Y.  They  apportion  j 
the  members,  a  part  of  which  are  elected  under 
the  old  law,  and  not  under  this  constitution  at 
all.  It  does  not  allow  them  to  be  elected  under 
it,  and  it  will  not  allow  the  people  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  constitution,  which  they  them- 
selves have  adopted,  but  requires  these  members 
to  be  elected  under  a  law  passed  by  the  general 
assembly.  After  they  district  the  state  in  1857, 
then  they  have  the  elections  for  the  judicial 
districts.  I  say  that  this  is  all  wrong,  and  there 
is  no  necessity  for  adopting  such  a  system.  1 
will  postpone,  as  long  as  it  is  necessarj',  the 
carrying  of  this  constitution  into  effect,  but  [ 
want  it  to  become  the  supreme  law  of  the  land 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  all  at  once. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  knoT*  why  the  first 
election  under  this  constitution  should  be  an 
election  representing  the  last  legislature,  for  I 
do  say  here  that  the  apportionment  under  which 
this  first  election  is  so  specially  provided  for, 
being  totally  different  from  the  manner  of  dis- 
tricting the  state  provided  for  in  the  constitu- 
tion, is  one  of  the  most  outrageous  laws  1  ever 
heard  of.  It  is  an  apportionment  which  enables 
twenty  thousand  minority  of  the  people  of  this 
state  to  control  the  government.  Facts  and 
figures  will  clearly  demonstrate  the  truth  of  this 
statement.  Why  then  adhere  to  so'  unjust  a 
system  as  this?  Why  not  adopt  the  more  just 
method  of  apportioning  the  state,  and  allowing 
the  elections  held  under  it,  to  be  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  ?  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty under  the  mode  of  districting  the  state, 
for  it  is  done  in  such  a  way  that  every  body 
knows  the  number  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives the  counties  will  have. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  present  legisla- 
ture, if  we  cannot  do  any  better,  shall  meet  and 
district  the  State  under  the  constitution  for  the 
general  election  which  comes  off  in  1858.  But 
I  am  not  willing  that  they  shall  make  the  ju- 
dicial districts  in  the  constitution.  I  do  not 
want  to  piece-meal  out  the  constitution  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  some  favorites  in  power.  I 
am  sure  that  gentlemen  cannot  be  serious  in  the 
position  they  take.  If  the  people  want  the 
judges,  who  are  now  in  office,  they  have  the 
power  to  put  them  there.  If  they  do  not  want 
them  there,  why  should  we  force  them  upon 
them? 

There  is  no  necessity  for  making  provision  for 
these  men.     They  should  not  be  favored  by  this 
constitution,  anj- more  than  any  other  class  of ! 
citizens,  and  should  bear  no  higher  relation  than 
any    other  gentlemen    upon  this  floor,   or  any 
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other  citizens  of  the  State.  Why  should  this 
especial  favoritism  be  doled  out  here?  It  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  favoritism,  and  I  in- 
sist that  we  shall  do  away  with  it,  and  that  we 
shall  look  to  the  great  purpose  of  making  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  State. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  detain  the  co-nvention  in 
discussing  this  matter,  but  I  ask  them  to  con- 
sider if  there  is  any  thing  wrong  or  unfair  in  the 
proposition  I  now  submit.  I  do  not  believe  in 
fettering  and  entangling  the  constitution  in  the 
manner  in  which  this  schedule  contemplates.  I 
submit  the  following  substitute,  for  the  sections 
I  have  moved  to  strike  out: 

"  Sec.  6.  The  first  election  under  this  con- 
stitution shall  be  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Oc- 
tober, 1858  ;  at  which  election  the  electors  of 
the  State  shall  elect  the  Governor.  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Secretary,  Auditor,  and  Treasurer  of 
State;  Members  of  Congress,  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  District  Courts,  Attorney 
General,  District  Attorneys,  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Education.  The  Senators 
elected  shall  be  classified  as  required  under  the 
present  constitution. 

"Sec.  7.  All  officers  under  the  present  con- 
stitution, and  those  who  may  be  elected  prior  to 
the  election  in  October,  1858,  shall  hold  their 
offices  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified  under  this  constitution. 

"Sec.  8.  All  elections  authorized  under  the 
constitution  now  in  force,  shall  be  held  under 
the  present  constitution  until  the  second  Tues- 
day of  October,  1858." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Hall, 
and  it  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  14,  nays  21,  as 
follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  Robinson  and  Solomon. 

Naj'S — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark, 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young_ 

No  other  amendm,;ut  was  offered  to  the  eighth 
section. 

First  Session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  nine  was  then  rfead  as  follows  : 
"  The  first  regular  session   of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  be  held  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred   and    fifty-eight,  commencing  on 
the  second  Monday  of  January  of  said  year." 
No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

Term  of  Senators  now  Elected. 

Section  ten  was  then  read  as  follows : 
"  Senators  elected  at  the  August  election,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
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six,  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  iu  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  "at  which  time  their 
successors  shall  be  elected  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law.'' 

Xo  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

Term  of  Present  Officers. 

Section  eleven  was  then  read  as  follows: 
•'  Every  person  elected  by  popu)ar  vote,  by 
vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  who  may  hold 
office  by  executive  appointment,  which  office  is 
continued  by  this  Constitution,  and  every  per- 
son nrno  shall  be  so  elected  or  appointed,  to  any 
such  office,  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Con- 
stitution, (except  as  iu  tliis  Constitution  other- 
wise provided,)  shall  continue  in  office  until  the 
term  for  which  such  person  has  been  or  may  be 
elected  or  appointed,  shall  expire  ;  Provided, 
That  no  such  person  shall  continue  in  office  after 
the  taking  eti'ect  of  this  Constitution,  for  a 
longer  peric^d  than  the  term  of  such  office,  iu 
this  Constitution  prescribed." 

No  amendment  was  offered  to  this  section. 

Oath  of  Office. 

Section  twelve  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  On  the  taking  efl'ect  of  this  Constitution,  all 
officers  thereby  continued  in  office,  shall,  before 
proceeding  iu  the  further  discharge  of  their 
duties,  take  an  oith  or  affirmation  to  support 
this  Constitution." 

Mr.  HALL.  I  move  to  strike  out  this  sec- 
tion. 

The  fjuestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hall  was  agreed  to,  upon  a  division  ;  ayes 
14,  noes  14. 

Judicial  Districts,  ^c. 

Section  thirteen  was  then  read.  I 

"  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  first  session 
under  this  Constitution,  shall  district  the  State 
into  eleven  Judicial  Districts,  for  District  Court 
purposes  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  members  of  the  House  of  llepre- 
sentatives,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of 
this  Constitution." 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  move  to  amend  this 
section  by  inserting  between  the  word  "rcpro- 
Bentativc,"  and  the  word  "in,"  the  words  "  and 
the  Senate  ;"  so  that  the  section  would  then 
road — 

"  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  first  session 
under  this  Constitution,  shall  district  the  State 
into  eleven  Judicial  Districts  for  District  Court 
purposes  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rejjre- 
Bentatives,  and  of  theSena'e,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution." 


There  is  no  provision  made  here  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  senators  at  the  next  Urm  of  the 
general  assembly.  It  should  be  done,  by  all 
means,  injustice  to  the  new  counties. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alam'kee.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Hardin,  [Mr.  Winchester,] 
that  he  say  ''general  assembly,"  instead  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives." 

Mr.  WINCHESTER,  I  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  not  able  to  speak  author- 
itatively, but  1  understand  from  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  legislative  department, 
that  the  object,  which  the  gentleman  from  Har- 
din, [.Mr.  Winchester,]  seeks  to  accomplish,  is 
provided  for  in  the  article  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  AVinchester  was  agreed  to. 

Election  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Jlr.  HALL.  I  move  to  insert  as  section  four- 
teen the  following : 

"Sec.  14.  The  board  of  education  shall  bo 
elected  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  October, 
1858." 

That  is  as  soon  as  they  can  be  elected  under 
this  schedule. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that 
that  is  the  amendment  which  I  intended  to  pro- 
pose to  section  seven,  which  would  save  one  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Vote  on  this  Constitution. 

The  fourteenth  section  was  read,  as  follows : 
"  The  foregoing  constitution  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  electors  of  the  state  at  the  August 
election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  in  the  several  election  dis- 
tricts in  this  state.  The  ballots  at  such  election 
.shall  be  written  or  printed  as  follows:  Those 
iu  favor  of  the  constitution,  'new  constitution — 
yes.'  Those  against  the  constitution,  'new  con- 
stitution— no.'  The  election  shall  be  conducted 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  general  elections  of 
the  state,  and  the  poll-books  shall  be  returned 
and  canvassed  as  provided  in  the  twenty-fifth 
ciiaptcr  of  tlie  code,  and  abstracts  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  secretary  of  state,  which  abstracts 
shall  bo  canvassed  in  the  manner  provided  for 
the  canvass  of  state  officers.  And  if  it  shall 
appear  that  a  innjority  of  all  the  votes  cast  at 
such  election  An-  and  against  this  constitution 
are  in  favor  of  the  same,  the  governor  shall  im- 
mediately issue  his  proclamation  stating  that 
fact,  and  such  constitution  shall  bo  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  shall  take  effect 
from  and  after  the  publication  of  said  procla- 
mation." 

Mr.  WINCHESTER,     I  move  to  amend  this 
eclion   by   striking  out,   in   the  same,  in  two 
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places,  the  word  'new,'  and  inserting  'revised.' 
i  cout'ess  that  the  instrument  has  the  appearaufe 
of  a  new  constitution;  but  the  law  calling  this 
convention  together  does  not  contemplate  the 
formation  of  a  new  constitution,  but  simply  that 
we  should  revise  the  old  const. tution.  I  think 
that  this  word  would  appear  to  come  in  conflict 
with  the  law  which  called  us  togteher,  and  that 
'revised'  would  appear  to  be  more  consistent 
with  that  law. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  upon  a  division; 
ayes  7,  nays  11. 

No  further  amendment  was  offered  to  this  sec- 
tion. 

f  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  inquired  whetljer  it 
would  be  proper  to  add  to  this  article  the  new 
resolution  with  regard  to   the  right  of  suffrage. 

Mr.  WILSOX.  I  think  that  can  be  inserted 
by  the  committee  on  revision  without  any  ne- 
cessity of  any  further  action  upon  it  in  the  con- 
vention. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Very  well ;  that  is 
BufScient. 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  to  insert  in  section  seven, 
after  the  word  "judges,"  the  words  "member  of 
the  board  of  education,"  so  as  to  require  their 
first  election  so  take  place  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  October,  1858,  the  time  of  the  first  elec- 
tion under  the  constitution. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Division  of  Lee  County. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Before  I  came  to  this  con- 
vention, and  during  its  session,  I  have  had  fre- 
quent applications  from  the  citizens  of  Lee  coun- 
ty to  procure  a  change  of  the  constitution  with 
regard  to  the  size  of  counties,  and  the  reduction 
and  division  of  counties,  and  urging  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  upon  that  subject  in 
the  constitution.  But  I  have  found,  upon  con- 
versing with  members  of  the  convention,  that 
there  is  a  decided  opposition  to  it.  In  order  to 
meet  the  views  of  both  parties,  so  far  as  possible, 
1  now  oS'er  as  an  additional  section,  a  propo- 
sition entirely  local  in  its  character,  and  agreed 
to  by  my  colleague  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
county,  [Mr.  Patterson.] 

"  Whenever  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Lee 
county  deem  it  expedient  to  procure  a  division 
of  said  county,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  to  make  a  law  by  which  the  pro- 
posal to  divide  said  county  (the  metes  and  bounds 
of  the  proposed  new  county  being  set  forth  in 
said  law)  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
county  of  Lee  at  a  general  or  special  elec- 
tion ;  and  the  general  assembly  shall  prefer  be 
in  said  law  the  mode  for  the  proper  organization 
of  said  new  county,  and  they  shall  be  organized 
under  said  law,  provided  a  majority  of  the  votes 
given  on  the  question  of  division  at  said  election 
shall  be  in  favor  of  said  proposed  division." 

I  will  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  convention  that 
thoy  will  find  in  the  constitutioji  of  several  ol 
she  states  provisions  similar  to  this   annexed    to 


their  schedules.  I  am  anxious  that  this  should 
be  adopted  in  order  that  the  people  m.ay  have  an 
opportunity  to  test  this  question  if  they  desire 
to  do  so.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  division  of  the  county,  but  I  desire  that  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  it  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  vote  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  PAETVIN.  We  are  asked  here  by  a  dis- 
tinct proposition  to  do  in  relation  to  Lee  county 
something  contradictory  to  what  we  have 
done  in  relation  toother  counties,  for  we  have 
provided  that  no  organized  county  shall  contain 
less  than  four  hundred  and  thirty  two  square 
miles. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  This  provision  would  qual- 
ify that  article  so  far  as  Lee  county  is  concerned. 
I  have  found  it  impossible  to  procure  a  gen- 
eral provision,  and  therefore  ask  that  that  pro- 
vision may  be  qualified  so  far  as  Lee  county  is 
concerned. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  make  the  inquiry,  what  is  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Lee  county  upon  this  subject  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Ido  not  know.  So  far  as 
my  feeling  is  concerned,  I  am  opposed  to  the  di- 
vision, but  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  and  many  persons 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  desire  some- 
thing of  this  kind.  I  am  rather  disposed  to 
think  that  the  proposititn  would  be  voted  down 
Dy  the  people. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  should  be  unwilling  to  array 
that  county  against  the  constitution  by  intro- 
ducing a  local  provision  which  would  induce 
any  one  there  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  It  makes  no  difi'erence  to 
us  what  may  be  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Lee 
county  in  regard  to  a  division.  That  appears 
to  me  entirely  foreign  to  the  question.  I  see 
no  objection  in  the  world  to  allowing  them  to 
vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Before  the  vote  is  taken, 
I  wish  to  state  here,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman from  Jefi"erson,  [Mr.  Wilson]  that  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  introduction  of  this  provision 
into  the  constitution  will  create  no  opposition 
to  it  upon  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Lee  county. 
This  question  has  been  a  good  deal  agitated 
there;  and  some  weeks  ago,  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Johnston]  and  myself  wrote  down  to  different 
parts  of  the  county  in  relation  to  it.  I  have  re- 
ceived no  communication  from  any  of  ray  con- 
stituents in  relation  to  that  subject ;  but  we  cou- 
cluded  that  we  would  endeavor  to  have  this 
provision  put  into  the  constitution  if  the  con- 
vention would  agree  to  it.  To  define  my  own 
position,  I  am  opposed  to  the  division  of  the 
county.  I  wrote  to  eight  or  ten  citizens  of  my 
own  town,  Keokuk  ;  but  as  I  stated,  have  re- 
cei'  ed  no  reply.  How  they  feel  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  division  at  present,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  I 
think  the  adoption  of  this  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution will  satisfy  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  GILL  ASP  Y.  I  will  state  that  during  the 
last  fall,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  members 
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to  this  convention,  I  was  in  the  city  of  Burling- 
ton, and  in  Fort  Madison;  and  I  saw  Daniel  F. 
,  Miller  who  insisted  that  the  people  desired  a 
proposition  of  this  kind  in  the  constitution,  that 
they  might  have  an  opportuuity  to  vote  upon 
the  question  at  all  events.  I  am  in  favor  of  it, 
for  I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  people 
there,  if  not  all,  desire  it.  It  has  been  done  in 
other  new  states. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  If  I  really  sup- 
posed that  a  larjre  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Lee  county,  which  we  all  know  is  a  very  large 
and  populous  county,  wished  an  exception  made 
in  their  favor,  I  should  be  disposed  to  grant  it ; 
but  finding  their  two  renresentaiives  both  op- 
posed to  the  division,  not  knowing  the  feeling  of 
the  people  of  the  county,  but  knowing  as  I  do 
that  there  are  those  agitating  the  question  of 
division,  the  gentleman  just  mentioned  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, being  one  of  them,  I  fear  that  it  will  create 
a  question  there  which  has  been  an  obstacle  in 
their  way  heretofore.  If  the  very  respectable 
portion  of  the  people  of  that  county  lying  upon 
the  north,  wish  to  be  cut  otf,  we  are  willing  to 
take  a  portion  of  them  into  Henrj'  county,  and  I 
presume  Des  Moines  would  be  willing  to  take  a 
portion — in  that  way,  leaving  the  constitution 
as  it  is.  Lie  county  can  be  relieved  of  some  of 
its  surplus  population,  and  area  if  they  wish. 
I  am  aware  there  is  a  local  feeling  down  there  ; 
and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  breaking  into  an 
old  sore,  and  array  votes  agninst  the  constitu- 
tion, if  we  put  this  provision  into  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  have  a  very  considerable  ac- 
quaintance in  Lee  county  ;  almost  as  much  as  in  ' 
the  county  in  which  I  reside.  I  know  a  larj^e 
number  of  the  citizens  there  are  anxious  that 
there  should  be  such  a  proposition  as  this.  They 
do  not  want  it  just  at  this  moment,  but  say  that 
it  will  be  necessary  hereafter  to  divide  the 
county,  and  many  of  them  are  ready  and 
an.iious  for  it  now.  They  have  good  reasons 
for  it,  particularly  the  people  of  the  agricultu- 
ral and  northern  portions  of  the  county.  I  hope 
that  gentlemen  will  allow  this  measure  to  be  in- 
corporated into  the  constitution  ;  so  that  they 
may  have  this  division,  when  they  think  proper 
to  vote  for  it.  This  is  a  large  county,  having  a 
diversity  of  interests.  A  largo  city  is  building 
up  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  thus 
a  very  heavy  pauper  tax  is  thrown  uj)on 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  which  furnishes 
none  of  these  persons  to  be  supported.  I  think 
that  they  would  prefer  that  those  manufacturing 
the  paupers  should  pay  tho  expense  of  main- 
taining them.  I  think  it  would  be  ju.^t  and 
proper  to  put  the  amendment  in  ;  for  although 
at  tho  first  vote,  tho  majority  might  vote  against 
the  division,  I  presume  thatina  very  short  time, 
they  will  be  in  favor  of  it. 

Upon  the  amendment — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  called  for    the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The    question  being    taken,    the  result    was  I 
yeas  20,  nays  5— as  follows :  | 


Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clarke  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards, 
Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hollings worth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Par- 
vin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff, 
Solomon,  Todhuuter,  Traer,  Warren,  Winchester 
and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Clarke  of  Hen- 
ry,   Ells,  JIarvin  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  BUNKER,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
I  really  do  not  know  how  to  vote.  I  recollect 
that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in 
Lee  county  about  this  for  several  years  past.  I 
do  not  know  what  effect  the  amendment  ^\ill 
have  ;  but  I  think  it  probable  that  they  desire 
it.     I  will  vote  'aye.' 

Mr.  DAY,  when  his  name  was  called;  said  : 
I  do  not  know  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  that 
county  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  shall  be  as 
likely  to  vote  wrong  as  right.  I  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting. 

Not  being  excused,  Mr.  Day  voted  'aye.' 

Mr.  GOWER,  when  his  name  was  called,  said  : 
I  wish  to  inquire  whether  this  amendment  pro- 
vides that  the  question  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
people,  or  whether  it  leaves  it  to  the  legislature, 
so  that  the  people  may  wake  up  some  morning 
and  find  themselves  in  another  county. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  The  question  is  submitted 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  GOWER.     Then  I  will  vote  'aye.' 

Mr.  TRAER,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
I  desire  to  say  that  I  know  nothing  about  this 
matter.  I  will  vote  for  it  to  accomnioilate  my 
friends  from  Lee  county.     I  will  vote  'aye.' 

Mr.  WILSON,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
I  am  in  the  same  situation  with  other  gentle- 
men, totally  undetermined  how  I  ought  to  vote  ; 
but  inasmuch  as  my  vote  will  not  change  the  re- 
sult, r  will  vote  'no.' 

Mr.  ELLS,  when  his  name  wascalled,  said  : 
I  will  ask  my  friend  from  Des  Moines  if  there  is 
any  prospect  in  case  of  a  division  of  Lee  county, 
of  either  portion  becoming  republican;  for  if  so 
I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  afraid  the  gentleman  will 
have  to  vote,  'no,'  then. 

Mr.  ELLS.     I  will  vote  'no.'     [Laughter.] 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mi/Is  Couniij. 

Mr.  S(Hj0M()N.  I  wish  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment with  regard  to  my  own  county.  Tho  coun- 
ty of  Mills  is  now  in  no  judicial  distrirt.  By 
the  act  of  the  legislature  providing  for  the  time 
of  the  holding  of  the  courts,  the  time  of  holding 
the  court  in  Alills  county,  is  fixed  the  same 
as  the  time  allotted  to  the  sixth  judicial  dis- 
trict ;  but  Mills  county  was  not  placed  in  that 
district..  It  was  evidently  intended  to  be  placed 
there.  There  can  I'e  no  provision  made  by  the 
legislature  until  next  winter.  There  can  be  no 
court  in  Mills  county    this   spring;    nor   in    tho 
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fall  unless  it  is  placed  ia  the  sixth  judicial  dis- 
trict. I  therefore  move  to  add  to  the  schedule 
thetblloving  amendment: 

"Sec.  15.  Until  otherwise  directed  byliw, 
the  county  of  Mills  shall  be  in  and  apart  of 
the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  state." 

I  would  myself  prefer  to  have  it  in  the  seventh 
district;  but  it  is  evidently  the  intention  that  it 
shall  be  in  the  sixth  ;  and  I  want  to  have  the 
court  held. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF, 

The  article  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
revision  and  ordered  to  a  third  residing. 

School  Fund. 

Mr.  TOD  HUNTER  moved  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution rescinding  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  that  motion,  and  let  us  take  up  the 
resolution  with  regard  to  the  school  fund. 

Mr.  PRICE.  That  will  require  a  suspension 
of  the  rules. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  moved  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HALL.  This  is  the  minority  report,  made 
yesterday,  put  in  different  fonn. 

Mr.  TODHUXTER  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  rules  were  suspended. 

The  convention  accordingly  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  at  the  same  election  that 
this  constitution  is  voted  for  and  against  by  the 
electors  of  this  State,  the  following  section,  to 
be  added  to  the  article  on  school  funds  and 
school  lands,  be  voted  upon  as  a  separate  ques- 
tion, to  wit: 

"Sec.  — .  That  the  school  and  university 
funds  that  exists  in  choses  in  action,  or  that 
have  been  loaned  out  by  any  officer  of  this  State, 
shall,  when  the  same  becomes  due,  be  collected 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and  the 
General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  perma- 
nent investment  of  said  fund,  in  United  States 
or  selected  interest-paying  State  securities, 
bearing  not  less  than  six  per  cent,  interest  ;  and 
that  no  more  of  t'  e  school  or  university  funds 
shall  be  loaned  to  individuals. 

"  The  electors  voting  upon  said  section  shall 
have  written  or  printed  upon  their  ballots — 
'Consolidation  ol  the  School  Funds — Yes,'  or 
♦Consolidation  of  the  School  Funds — No.'  And 
if  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  shall  be  for 
'  Consolidation  of  the  School  Funds — Yes,'  then 
the  section  aforesaid  shall  be  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  State  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
votes  shall  be,  'Consolidation  of  the  School 
Funds — Xo,'  then  said  section  shall  not  become 
a  part  of  this  constitution." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  wish  the  gentle- 
man  from   Des    Moines    [Mr.  Hall]   would  so 


amend  his  proposition  as   to  include  the  other 
feature  of  the  report  which  he  submitted. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  dislike  to  add  anything  which 
may  embarrass  this  proposition.  I  believe  that 
the  addition  of  this  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the 
people  an  opportunity  to  act  upon  the  subject; 
and  I  do  not  like  to  hazard  that  proposition  by 
coupling  with  it  a  proposition  to  loan  to  the 
State.  The  people  may  consider  that  proposi- 
tion as  an  encumbrance  ;  and  my  sole  object  is 
to  secure  the  fund.  I  believe  that  it  is  now  run- 
ning to  waste  rapidly.  Every  year  we  are  losing 
what  we  cm  never  regain.  The  people  should 
be  advised  about  it,  and  should  rescue  what  is 
left.  I  do  not  wish  to  encumber  that  proposi-. 
tion  with  anything  at  all,  and  I  have  therefore 
forborne  to  add  the  proposition  to  loan  to  the 
State.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  vote  for  this,  as  a 
method  to  enable  the  people  themselves,  if  they 
think  proper,  to  rescue  the  school  fund  from 
impending  ruin. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  like  to  ask  how  the 
fund  is  to  be  consolidated? 

Mr.  HALL.  The  mode  is  prescribed  ia  the 
section  itself,  which  the  gentleman  will  find  in 
the  printed  report. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  will  move  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  or  so  much  thereof  as  is  not  requirtd 
by  the  State  to  establish  charitable  institu- 
tions." 

Mr.  HALL.  That  has  already  been  stricken 
out  from  the  section  as  printed. 

Mr.  GOWER.  If  the  people  vote  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  school  fund,  it  at  once  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
provide  for  the  permanent  investment  of  the 
fund  in  United  States  or  State  stocks.  Is  it 
certain  that  it  is  good  policy  to  compel  them  to 
put  the  entire  fund  into  that  form  ?  I  only  sug- 
gest the  question  for  consideration,  whether  it 
is  desirable  that  the  entire  fund  should  be  in- 
vested in  that  way. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  cannot  vote  for  this,  al- 
though it  looks  plausible  upon  the  face  of  it. 

Mr.  HALL,  (in  his  seat.)  Let  the  people  vote 
for  it,  then. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  know  that  the  question  is 
referred  to  the  people  ;  and  it  ma}'  hereafter  be 
referred  to  the  people  by  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  if  it  should  prove  to  be  wrong. 
This  is  the  same  fund,  or  portion  of  it,  that  the 
other  States  have  had  paid  to  them  in  money.  I 
recollect  that  in  several  of  the  States  having  a 
similar  fund,  when  either  the  whole  or  a  portion 
of  it  has  been  given  or  loaned  to  the  State,  they 
have  taken  particular  pains  that  it  should  be 
loaned  out  in  the  several  counties  of  the  differ- 
ent States,  that  the  people  of  the  State  might 
be  benefitted  by  it.  Now,  I  learn  that  if  this 
should  be  drawn  in  and  consolidated,  it  will 
draw  some  four  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
present  circulation  of  the  State,  which  must, 
especially  if  it  shoul-t  happen  to  occur  at  a  time 
of  pressure  upon  the  money  market,  afiect  the 
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people   very  seriously.     We  cannot    draw  four    s^ate  by  allowing  it   to  contract  any  debt.     We 
millions  of  dollars  from  the  circulation  ot  the  '  must   during  the  next  ten  years,  raise  a  million 


different  counties  without  seriously  embarrass 
ing  the  whole  State.  It  is  very  possible  that 
the  majority  of  the  electors  of  the  State  may 
vote  for  this  inconsiderately,  from  the  fact  that 
the  great  majority  are  not  directly  interested  in 
borrowing  tliis  money,  and  may  not  see  how 
they  are  interested  in  their  neighbors  keeping 
it.  "  It  strikes  me  that  the  fund  may  be  secure 
as  it  is.  I  do  not  think  we  are  going  to  lose  so 
much  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose.  It 
has  been  whispered  about  that  the  fund  is  de- 
creasing. But  how  long  has  it  been  since  it 
was  only  a  million  of  dollars? — and  now  it  is 
four  mjllions.  The  fund  is  increasing.  There 
may  be  losses;  but  there  should  not  be.  They 
have  probably  arisen  from  the  inexperience  of 
ofEccrs  in  the  new  counties.  I  think  the  present 
system,  under  proper  safeguards,  will  as  effectu- 
ally secure  that  fuud  in  this  State  as  in  the 
older  States. 

Again,  the  interest  is  now  ten  per  cent.  If  it 
is  consolidated  in  United  States  stocks,  or  other 
state  stocks,  we  should  get  but  six  per  cent.  I 
know  that  gentlemen  will  claim  that  the  cost 
of  coll  cting  is  something;  but  it  is  trifling 
comj)ared  with  the  difference  of  four  per  cent. 
We  now  have  four  millions  at  ten  per  cent., 
yielding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually. 
I  think  we  should  hesitate  even  to  throw  this 
before  the  people,  until  they  have  had  fall  time, 
or  at  least  more  than  they  will  have  between 
this  time  and  the  first  of  August,  to  consider 
this  question.  I  repeat,  that  the  majority  of 
the  people  are  not  directly  interested,  and  may 
not  feel  that  they  are  even  remotely  interested; 
but  should  the  fund  be  withdrawn  from  the 
different  counties,  they  would  learn  the  extent 
of  their  interest  from  the  general  embarassmeut 
that  must  follow. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  ITenrj'.  I  regret  vcrj' much 
that  the  gentleman  did  not  present  his  proposi- 
in  a  different  form.  The  very  last  proposition 
in  the  report,  as  I  thought,  was  that  of  allowing 
the  state  of  Iowa  to  be  the  debtor  of  the  school 
fund,  in  usir)g  this  school  money.  From  the 
first  this  has  always  struck  me  favorably.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  to  be  terrified  by  bugbears. 
1  attempt  to  look  at  things  and  see  what  they 
are;  and  the  idea  of  a  young  growing  state,  in- 
creasing in  wealth  as  Iowa  is  at  this  time,  go- 
ing into  debt  for  her  public  buildings,  or  even 
for  her  annual  governmental  expenses,  is  no 
bugbear  at  all  to  me.  Will  gentlemen  reflect 
one  moment  in  regard  to  it.  We  who  are  occu- 
pying the  field  iiere  today,  wiio  are  [)aying  the 
taxes  for  the  support  of  the  government,  are 
now  to  go  to  all  the  expense  of  all  the  public 
buildings.  If  we  resort  to  direct  taxes,  we  alone 
are  the  ones  to  bear  the  burden.  But  if  we 
contract  a  debt  for  the  erection  of  these  public 


of  dollars  fur  our  public  buildings  alone.  This 
must  be  derived  from  some  source,  and  from 
direct  taxation,  unless  we  resort  to  a  loan.  I 
do  not  care  who  makes  the  loan,  but  it  would 
be  better  for  us  that  the  United  Stales  govern- 
ment, or  any  other  state  of  the  Union,  should 
fui'nish  the  requisite  amount  to  put  up  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  so  that  we  could  immediately  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  even  if  we  had  to  pay  an  extra 
interest  upon  the  amount  for  the  next  ten  years, 
and  then  to  share  the  burden  with  those  who 
shall  then  be  hero,  to  pay  off  the  principal, 
than  to  go  from  year  to  year,  dragging  along  for 
ten  years,  in  the  attempt  to  put  up  those  build- 
ings. 

The  gent'eman  has  struck  out  the  very  best 
feature  of  the  report,  that  which  recommended 
it  to  my  judgment.  I  certainly  shall  not  vote 
for  submitting  such  a  resolution  as  that  to  ths 
people.  I  would  rather  have  the  funds  remain 
under  the  present  system,  than  to  adopt  the  plan 
in  that  section.  That  takes  away  the  money 
from  us,  and  carries  it  into  other  States.  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Ohio,  borrow  from  us  our  school  fund. 
Which  do  you  suppose  is  the  wiser  of  the  two, 
we  who  lend  the  money  that  we  need  for  our 
own  use,  or  the  State  which  borrows  it  of  us? 
Certainly  Illinois,  Indiana,  or  Ohio, borrowing  our 
school  fund,  occupy  the  most  favornble  position. 
They  are  those  who  are  to  gain  by  the  transfer. 
Their  borders,  like  ours,  are  filling  up  yearly. 
There  is  an  accession  of  wealth,  of  property  to 
be  taxed,  to  pay  off  this  debt ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  they  have  builttheir  asylums.  State  houses, 
and  other  public  buildings.  We  are  doing  the 
same  thing  when  we  buy  their  bonds  as  lending 
ihem  the  money.  Their  bonds  aie  issued  for 
this  express  purpose.  And  if  they  act  wisely  in 
issuing  them,  shall  we  suffer  our  State  to  lend 
them  the  money  which  we  need  ourselves  for 
these  very  purposes?  Is  he  a  wise  business 
man,  who,  having  buildings  to  erect  to  carry  on 
his  business,  which  will  render  it  moie  produc- 
tive, suffers  the  work  to  be  delayed  from  year  to 
year  while  he  can  raise  the  amount  by  driblets; 
or  he  Who  at  once  ellects  a  loan,  puts  up  his 
buildiucr,  goes  on  with  his  business,  and  from 
the  profits  of  that  very  business  discharges  the 
debt?  We  want  these  buildings — a  State  house, 
asylums,  <kc.  We  can  build  them  now,  and  tax 
ourselves  for  a  few  years  merely  with  the  in- 
terest; and  then  the  taxable  jiroperty  of  the 
State  will  be  four  times  its  nominal  value  this 
day.  In  ten  years  from  this  time,  we  shall  have 
four  times  the  amount  ofproiierty  to  be  taxed  to 
pay  ofl"  this  debt.  That  is  the  question  which  I 
wish  to  have  submitted  to  the  people.  The 
more  it  is  discu'sed  the  more  it  will  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  gentlemen  here,  and 
the  people  at  large.  The  moment  tliey  look  at 
it,  they  will   see  that  it  will  be  better  for  us  all 


buildings,  they  who  arc  to  come  in  hereafter  and  to  pay  merely  the  interest  by  a  direct  tax,  rather 
bring  wealth  into  the  state,  will  share  with  us  !  tlian  to  pay  the  princijial  by  a  direct  tax.  And 
the  burden.  Genllemea  take  a  wrong  view  of  i  let  mo  remark  to  thegentleman  from  Jones,  [Mr. 
this  when  they  think  they  are  impoverishing  tho  I  Marvin,]  who  feared  that  we  should  create  dis- 
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tress  by  taking  this  large  amount  from  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people,  that  we  must  raise  at  least 
three  millions  of  dollars  within  five  years  to  put 
up  our  public  buildings,  &c.,if  we  do  it  by  di- 
rect taxation. 

Jlr.  MARVIN.  I  am  prepared  to  meet  that 
question  when  it  properly  comes  before  us  ;  but 
it  is  not  before  us  now. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  It  is  before  us  in 
this  way.  That  money  must  come  from  the 
people  ;  if  not  by  borrowing  from  the  school 
fund,  ihen  by  direct  taxation.  If  we  borrow 
from  the  school  fund,  we  have  only  to  pay  the 
interest,  and  only  to  tax  the  people  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  interest.  I  think  that  if  we  bor- 
rowed this  sum  for  the  annual  expenses  of  our 
government,  it  would  be  one  of  the  wisest  things 
■we  could  do,  to  tax  the  people  merely  for  the 
interest  upon  it  for  the  next  ten  years,  and  to 
let  the  State  become  debtor  to  the  school  fund. 
Is  it  right  that  we  should  bear  all  the  burdens, 
and  that  those  coming  into  the  State  ten  or 
twenty  years  hence  should  share  the  benefits 
■with  us,  and  not  also  take  their  share  of  the 
burdens  ? 

Mr.  TRAER.  The  gentleman  from  Henry 
supposes  that  we  shall  have  to  raise  at  least 
three  millions  of  dollars  in  the  next  five  years; 
and  he  proposes  to  take  that  from  the  school 
fund,  as  I  understand  him.  Now  if  he  will  look 
at  it  a  moment,  he  will  see  that  even  if  we 
should  agree  to  his  plan,  we  could  not  get  the 
money  in  that  way.  The  money  is  loaned  out, 
a  large  part  of  it  for  ten  years  ;  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  that  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  even  if  the  section  favored  by  the  gen- 
tleman should  be  adopted.  I  am  by  no  means 
one  of  those  who  would  run  the  State  in  debt  to 
the  extent  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  although  it 
might  be  several  years  before  the  whole  of  that 
debt  would  be  contracted.  We  have  already 
provided  that  the  State  shall  not  go  into  debt 
over  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
without  the  people  voting  in  favor  of  it.  I  say 
that  if  the  people  want  to  borrow  the  school 
fund,  they  can  do  so.  Let  the  legislature  pass  a 
law  to  that  effect,  and  if  they  vote  in  favor  of 
borrowing  the  fund,  they  can  do  so  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  collected.  I  see  no  use  in  putting  this 
into  the  constitution. 

Upon  this  resolution — 

Mr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
"were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  resolution  was  rejected  ;  yeas  13,  nays  20,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells, 
Emerson,  Gower,  Hall,  Johnston,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Robinson,  Skiff,  Traer  and  Warren. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Edwards,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Gray,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin, 
Palmer,  Parvin,  Price,  Seely,  Solomon,  Tod- 
hunter,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  SOLOMON,  when  his  name  ■was  called, 


said:  If  this  was  a  proposition  to  collect  the 
money,  and  to  use  it  in  accordance  with  my 
proposition,  I  should  vote  for  it;  but  as  it  is, 
collecting  the  money,  and  loaning  it  out  of  the 
State,  I  vote  "no." 

Mailing  the  Debates. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  superintend  the  printing  of  the 
debates,  reported  the  following  resolution  : 

"■Resolved,  That  A.  P.  Luse  &  Co.,  he  em- 
ployed to  put  up  and  mail  to  each  member  of 
the  convention  ten  copies  of  the  daily  slips  of 
the  debates,  and  that  the  postage  upon  the  same 
be  paid  by  them,  and  charged  to  the  State.'' 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mileage  of  Members. 

By  the  direction  of  the  PRESIDENT— 
The  Secretary  read  the  number  of  miles  for 
which  each  member  claimed  mileage,  handed  in 
under  the  resolution  passed  this  morning,  (that 
of  Mr.  Cotton  being  handed  in  by  .Mr.  Ells,  who 
had  been  authorized  to  do  so,)  as  follows  : 

NAMES.  MILES. 


ssrs.  Ayres, 

- 

- 

- 

260 

Bunker, 

. 

- 

- 

34 

Clarke  of  Alamal 

.ee, 

. 

- 

600 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

- 

- 

120 

Clarke  ©f  Johnson, 

- 

- 

0 

Cotton, 

- 

- 

- 

200 

Day, 

. 

- 

- 

328 

Edwards, 

- 

- 

. 

280 

Ells, 

- 

- 

. 

110 

Emerson, 

- 

- 

- 

640 

Gibson, 

- 

- 

- 

680 

Gillaspy, 

- 

- 

- 

170 

Gower, 

- 

- 

- 

32 

Gray, 

- 

- 

- 

66 

Hall, 

- 

- 

- 

400 

Harris, 

- 

- 

- 

260 

HoUingsworth, 

- 

- 

- 

200 

Johnston, 

- 

- 

- 

260 

Marvin, 

- 

- 

- 

136 

Palmer, 

- 

. 

- 

200 

Parvin, 

- 

- 

- 

T2 

Patterson,     - 

- 

. 

- 

320 

Peters, 

- 

. 

- 

720 

Price, 

- 

- 

. 

1000 

Robinson,     - 

- 

- 

- 

400 

Scott, 

- 

- 

- 

720 

Seely, 

- 

- 

- 

360 

Skiff, 

- 

- 

- 

180 

Solomon, 

• 

- 

- 

600 

Todhunter,    - 

. 

- 

. 

320 

Traer, 

. 

- 

- 

100 

Warren, 

- 

- 

- 

640 

Wilson, 

- 

- 

- 

110 

Winchester,  - 

. 

- 

- 

240 

Young, 

- 

- 

- 

200 

President, 

- 

- 

- 

66 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON— 
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The  account  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
expenditures. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  move  that  that  be  entered 
upon  the  journal,  so  that  it  shall  be  known  and 
read  of  all  men. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  need  of  that. 
It  becomes  a  part  of  the  proceedings. 

Distribution  of  the  Debates 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  voted,  this  fore- 
noon, in  favor  of  giving  to  our  sergeant-at-arms 
the  job  of  distributing  the  debates  of  this  con- 
vention. I  voted  under  some  misapprehension, 
and  I  now  move  to  reconsider  that  vote. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

The  question  was  then  stated  upon  the  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  as  follows: 

*' Resolved,  That  S.  C.  Trowbridge  be  employ- 
ed to  distribute  the  debates  of  this  convention, 
as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  resolution  ;  and 
that  he  be  paid  for  such  distribution  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  be  distributed  as 
Boon  as  ready.'' 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.    Ihave  no  personal 
feelings  upon  this  matter;  but,  upon  reflection, 
and  from  some  information   I  have  obtained,  I 
am  inclined  to  make  the  motion  that  the  name 
of  Mr.  Trowbridge  be  stricken  out,  and  that  of 
the  secretary  of  state  inserted  in  its   place.     I  | 
am  informed  that  it  is  usual  to  give  these  jobs  to  1 
the  secretary  of  state.     lie  has   other  books  to 
disribute  ;  it  comes   in  his  line;  and    he  is  a  i 
more  proper  person  to  do  it  than  any  other  man. 
If  there  were  no  reasons  why  the  secretary  of 
etate  should  have  the  preference,  I  should  have 
no  objections  to  giving  it  to  Mr.  Trowbridge. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  no 
personal  feelings  in  this  matter,  whatever,  both 
those  gentlemen,  the  secretary  of  state  and  Mr. 
Trowbridge,  being  friends  of  mine.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, give  my  vote  with  sole  reference  to  the 
facts  in  the  case.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
believe  that,  because  other  parties  employ  the 
Becrctary  of  state,  it  follows,  as  a  natural  and 
necessary  consequence,  that  ho  should  have  this. 
I  do  not  think  that  rule  will  hold  good  in  this  case. 
In  the  next  place,  I  am  a  little  doubtful  lest,  if 
we  leave  this  to  the  secretary  of  stale,  the  books 
should  not  be  distributed  until  the  laws  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  tiie  legislature  shall  bo 
ready  for  distribution.  Ho  would  probably  re- 
tain these  so  as  to  distribute  all  together.  I 
should  object  to  that  arrangement.  What  we 
want  is,  to  get  the  books  just  as  soon  as  possible, 
so  that  the  people  may  understand  what  we 
liave  done  here,  that  they* may  have  sullicient 
information  before  them  to  enable  them  to  judge 
rightly  in  voting  for  or  against  this  constitution. 
I  understand,  further,  that  the  laws  of  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  will  not  be  ready  for 
distribution  before  the  first  of  July,  leaving  on- 
ly one  month  before  the  time  of  taking  the  vote 
upon  the  constitution.  I  hold  that  that  is  wrong, 
that  we  should  have  these  books  published,  if 


possible,  by  the  first  of  May,  and  distributed 
immediately  afterwards,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  know  and  understand  what  they  are  voting 
upon  when  the  constitution  comes  before  them 
for  adoption.  I  understand  that  this  was  the 
reason  which  induced  the  committee  to  strike 
out  the  name  of  the  secretary  of  state  and  in- 
sert that  of  Mr.  Trowbridge. 

With  regard  to  the  compensation  I  have  noth- 
ing to  say,  whether  it  is  too  n,uch  or  too  little. 
But  I  will  say  this  much  ;  that  if  the  job  were 
offered  to  me  at  the  price  offered  in  that  resolu- 
tion, I  should  certainly  refuse  it.  I  do  not  think 
I  could  get  the  work  properly  done  for  any  such 
price.  I  think  it  would  be  worth  more  money  ; 
at  least,  if  a  man  must  personally  superintend 
it,  and  take  the  books  into  each  county.  I  hope 
the  convention  will  not  reconsider.  We  have 
been  voting  and  then  reconsidering  votes  to-day. 
I  want  the  convention  to  adhere  to  what  they 
do,  and  show  that  they  have  some  back-bone  to 
them 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  state  my  object  in  sec- 
'  onding  and  favoring  this  motion.  I  believe  that 
the  gentleman  from  Benton  is  certainly  mistaken 
in  saying  that  the  laws  will  not  be  ready  for  de- 
livery before  the  first  of  July  ;  for  I  understand 
that,  instead  of  that,  they  will  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution by  the  first  of  May,  which  will  he  as 
early  as  these  reports  can  be  got  ready.  Then 
the  secretary  of  the  state  will  liave  to  distribute 
the  laws,  and  he  will  have  facilities  for  making 
the  distribution  of  these  debates,  which  another 
person  would  not  have.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
he  can  distribute  them  sooner  than  any  other 
person.  I  have  no  personal  feeling  whatever 
with  regard  to  it. 

Upon  the  amendment — 

Mr.  TRAER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  rot  attri- 
bute to  the  gentleman  from  Alamakee,  [Mr. 
Clark,]  any  motive  growing  out  of  the  action  of 
the  convention  this  morning,  in  making  this  mo- 
tion ;  but  if  he  labors  under  the  impression  that 
changing  the  person  will  at  all  all'ect  me,  I  can 
assure  him  that  ho  is  mistaken.  If  he  will  re- 
member, I  presented  the  original  resolution,  and 
that  was  originally  drawn  up  in  favor  of  the 
secretary  of  state.  Mr.  Trowbridge  was  not  se- 
lected by  me  at  all.  But  the  subject  was  refer- 
red to  a  special  committee,  who  changed  this 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  name  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state  and  inserting  that  of  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms of  this  body.  The  reasons  which 
induced  them  to  make  the  change  were  sat- 
isfactory, at  the  time,  at  least  to  the  convention. 
Personally,  I  have  no  feeling  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  do  not  know 
why  the  gentleman  should  intimate  any  motive 
upon  my  part  aside  from  that  which  I  stated.  I 
voted  for  the  resolution,  as  it  stood  this  morn- 
ing, because  I  had  been  told  that  the  secretary 
of  state  did  not  want  it.  It  was  for  that  reason 
that  I  voted  to  take  it  away  from  him ;  and  it  is 
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because  I  learn  that  that  was  not  so,  and  that 
he  feels  a  little  hurt  by  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee in  taking  it  away  from  him,  that  I  have 
changed  my  position. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  This  resolution  was  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
Clarke.]  In  the  resolution,  as  offered,  it  was 
provided  that  the  secretary  of  state  should 
have  the  distribution  of  the  debates.  After 
some  consideration  the  matter  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Winchester, 
Mr.  Hall  and  myself.  Mr.  Winchester  not  being 
here  at  the  time,  Mr.  Hall  and  myself  consulted 
about  this  matter,  and  we  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion in  this  resolution  as  it  now  stands.  One 
reason  why  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee I  understood  to  be  that  the  secretary  of 
state  said  that  live  hundred  dollars  was  not 
enough ;  that  it  would  not  pay.  We  come  to 
the  conclusion  that,  inasmuch  as  the  secretary 
of  state  talked  about  it  in  this  way,  and  as  there 
was  a  probability  that  he  would  not  distribute 
the  debates  in  time,  that  is,  as  soon  as  they 
were  done — for  we  have  the  assurance  that  they 
will  be  done  by  the  first  of  May;  whereas,  if 
they  are  distributed  with  the  laws,  we  should  not 
receive  them  until  August,  or  perhaps  later- 
it  would  be  better  to  strike  out  the  name  of  the 
secretary  of  state  and  insert  that  of  Mr.  Trow- 
bridge ;  for  Mr.  Trowbridge,  upon  our  consult- 
ing with  him,  gave  us  the  assurance  that  he 
would  distribute  them  as  soon  as  they  were 
done.     That  was  our  reason  for  the  change. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground  upon  which 
any  officer  of  the  state  can  come  in  here  and 
complain  in  regard  to  this  matter.  This  con- 
vention is  entirely  free  and  independent  of  any 
other  branch  of  the  government.  We  have  a 
right  to  employ  whom  we  think  proper.  We 
need  not  ask  the  secretary  of  state,  or  any  other 
outsider,  with  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  no 
personal  feeling  in  the  matter.  I  am  just  as 
good  a  friend  to  the  secretary  as  to  Mr.  Trow- 
bridge. It  makes  no  difference  to  me  who  dis- 
tributes the  debates,  or  who  gets  the  job,  if  the 
work  can  be  done  promptly.  Nor  do  I  think 
five  hundred  dollars  any  too  much  to  pay.  But 
I  think  the  convention  has  a  right  to  choose 
whom  they  please  to  distribute  their  debates, 
and  no  man  has  a  right  to  complain.  We  con- 
cluded to  report  the  name  of  Mr.  Trowbridge ; 
and  the  convention  agreed  to  it.  For  us  now  to 
change  that  again  looks  to  me  like  boys'  play. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  18,  nays  12, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of 
Henry,  Day,  EUs,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Johnston,  Marvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price, 
Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Warren  and  Young. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Emerson,  Gower,  Hollings- 
worth.  Palmer,  Robinson,  Todhunter,  Traer  and 
Winchester. 

So   the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
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name  of  the  secretary  of  state  was  inserted  in 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  MARVIN  moved  to  to  strike  out  'five,' 
and  insert  'three,'  making  the  compensation 
three  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  higher  sum 
will  be  first  in  order ;  and  I  move  to  insert  'four,' 
making  the  compensation  four  hundred  dollars. 

The  PRESIDENT  stated  the  question  first  up- 
on striking  out  'five.' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  ayes  14,  noes  5. 

The  question  was  then  stated  upon  filling  the 
blank  with  'four.' 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  wish  to  vote  in- 
telligently; and  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Jackson,  [Mr.  AVarren,]  what  he  thinks  would 
be  the  expense  of  distributing  the  reports  ? 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I 
merely  stated  what  I  would  do  it  for  myself,  and 
I  withdraw  that.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  should 
be  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  Before  the  blank  is  filled 
I  wish  to  remind  the  convention  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark^]  oflFered  to  do 
the  job  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  to 
give  good  security  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  contract.  I  propose  that  we  give  him 
the  job. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  When  I  make  a 
proposition,  if  the  other  party  are  not  wise 
enough  to  take  it  up  at  the  time,  but  try  to  do 
better  by  going  around  and  speculating  with 
others,  I  consider  myself  at  liberty  afterwards 
to  decline  it. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  thought  the  gentleman 
would  not  stand  by  it. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  making  the 
compensation  four  hundred  dollars,  it  was 
agreed  tj. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Distribution  of   the  Journal. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  now  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  upon  the  resolution,  by  which 
we  give  the  secretary  only  two  hundred  and  fif- 
ty dollars  for  indexing,  superintending  the  print- 
ing, and  distributing  the  journals  and  constitu- 
tions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  was  read,  as  follows  : 
"6.  Resolved,  That  T.  J.  Saunders,  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  convention,  be--  employed  to  index, 
superintend  the  printing  of,  and  distribute  the 
journals  and  constitutions  herein  provided  for  ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  as  a  compensation  in  full 
for  said  services." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE  of  Henry, 
The   resolution  was  amended  by  increasing 
the  compensation  to  five  hundred  dollars. 
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The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  TODHUXTER  moved  that  the  convention 
take  up  from  the  table  the  resolution  to  rescind 
the  day  of  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  rejected;  ajcs  Q,  noes  14. 

TTiird  reading  of  Articles. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  the  article  on  the 
preamble  and  bill  of  rights  be  now  taken  up 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  article  is  not  now 
before  the  convention. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  thought  it  had  been  reported 
from  the  committee  on  revision,  as  I  see  that  it 
has  been  printed  and  laid  upon  the  desks  of 
members. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  cimmittee  of  revi- 
sion have  as  yet  made  no  report  to  the  conten- 
tion. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  would  ask  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  [Mr.  Clarke],  if  the  committee 
are  ready  to  report  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  committee  have 
for  some  time  been  ready  to  report,  whenever 
the  convention  were  ready  for  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  business  now 
before  the  convention. 

Preamble  and  Bill  of  Rights. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
port to  the  convention,  from  the  committee  of 
revision,  a  portion  of  the  constitution,  being 
the  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,  as  follows : 

Constitution  of  the  St.\te  of  Iowa. 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  grateful 
to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  blessings  hitherto 
enjoyed,  and  feeling  our  dependence  on  Ilira  for 
a  continuation  of  ihose  blessings,  do  ordain 
and  establish  a  free  and  independent  govern- 
ment, by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  the 
boundaries  whereof  shall  be  as  follows: 

Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  Mississijjpi  river,  at  a  point  due  east  of 
Ihe  middle  of  the  mouth  of  llit^  main  channel  of 
the  Des  .Moines  river  ;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines  river, 
to  a  point  ou  said  river  where  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  .Missouri — as  es- 
tabli-hed  by  the  cbn^titution  of  that  State, 
adopted  June  12th,  18^0 — crosses  the  S'id  mid- 
dle of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines 
river;  thence  we-twardly  along  the  waid  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri,  as 
established  at  the  time  aforesaid,  until  an  e.x- 
teusion  of  said  line  intersect  tin;  middle  of  tiio 
main  channel  of  the  Missouri  river;  thence  up 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Mis- 
souri river  to  a  point  oi)pi)sile  the  middle  of  the 


main  channel  of  the  Big  Sioux  river,  according 
to  NicoUelt's  map;  thence  up  the  main  channel 
of  the  said  Big  Sioux  river,  according  to  said 
map,  until  it  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of 
fort\'-three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude;  thence  east  along  said  parallel  of  for- 
ty-three degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  until  said 
parallel  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main  chan- 
nel of  the  Mississippi  river;  thence  down  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Missis- 
sippi river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Ariicle  \.—Bill  of  Rights. 

Section  1.  All  men  are,  by  nature,  free  and 
equal,  and  have  certain  inalienable  rights — 
among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possessing,  and 
protecting  property,  and  pursuiug  and  obtain- 
ing safety  and  happiness. 

Sec.  2.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people.  Government  is  instituted  for  the  pro- 
tection, security,  and  benefit  of  the  peo|)le,  and 
they  have  the  right,  at  all  times,  to  alter  or  re- 
form the  same,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
require  it. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of 
worship,  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  other  rates,  for 
building  or  repairing  places  of  worship,  or  the 
maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry. 

Sec.  4.  No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as 
a  qualification  for  any  office  or  public  trust,  and 
no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights, 
privileges,  or  capacities,  or  disqualified  from 
the  performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  private 
duties,  or  rendered  incompetent  to  give  evi- 
dence in  any  court  ol  law  or  equity,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion ;  and  any  party  to  any  judicial  proceeding 
shall  have  the  right  to  use  as  a  witness,  or  take 
the  testimony  of,  any  otiier  person  not  disquali- 
fied on  account  of  interest,  who  may  be  cogni- 
zant of  any  fact  material  to  the  case;  and  par- 
ties to  suits  may  be  witnesses,  as  provided  by 
law. 

Sec.  5.  Any  citizen  of  this  State  who  may 
hereafter  be  engageil,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  a  duel,  eiliier  as  principal,  or  accesso- 
ry before  the  fact,  shall  forever  be  disqualified 
from  holding  any  ollice  ui.der  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  this  State. 

Sec.  6.  All  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall 
have  a  uniform  oi)eration  ;  the  General  Assem- 
l)ly  shall  not  grant  to  any  citizen  or  class  of  cit- 
zeus,  i)rivik'ge3  or  immunities,  which,  upon  the 
same  terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all  citi- 
zens. 

Sec.  7.  Every  person  may  speak,  write,  and 
publish  his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  re- 
sponsible for  the  abuse  of  that  right.  No  law 
shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty 
of  speech  or  of  the  press.     In  all  prosecutions 
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or  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may  be  given 
in  evidence  to  the  jury,  and  if  it  appear  to  the 
jury  that  the  matter  charged  at)  libelous  was 
true,  and  was  published  with  good  motives,  and 
for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted. 

S  c.  8.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches,  shall 
noi  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but 
on  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, particularly  describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  persons  and  things  to  be 
seized. 

Sec.  9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  re- 
main inviolate  ;  bui  the  General  Assembly  may 
authorize  trial  by  a  jury  of  a  less  number  than 
twelve  men  in  inferior  courts ;  but  no  person 
shall  bo  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  law. 

Sec.  10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  and  in 
case.s.  involving  the  life  or  liberty  of  an  indi- 
vidual, the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury;  to 
be  informed  ot  the  accusation  against  him,  and 
to  have  a  copy  of  t  e  same  when  .demanded  ;  to 
be  confronted  with  thf  w  tnesses  against  him  ; 
to  have  compulsory  process  for  his  own  wit- 
nesses] and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel. 
« 

Sec.  11.  All  offenses  less  than  felony,  and  in 
whicti  the  punishment  does  not  exceed  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  for  thirty 
days,  shall  be  tried  summarily  before  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  or  other  officer  authorized  by  law, 
OQ  information  under  oath,  without  indictment, 
or  the  intervention  of  a  grand  jury,  saving  to 
the  defendant  the  right  of  appeal ;  and  no  per- 
son sh<ill  be  held  to  answer  for  any  higher  crim- 
inal offence,  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment 
by  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the 
army,  or  navy,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual 
service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be 
tried  for  the  same  offense.  All  persons  --hall, 
before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sure- 
ties, except  tor  capital  offences  wLere  the  proof 
is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great. 

Sec.  13.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,  or  refused,  when  application  is 
made  as  required  by  law,  unless  in  case  of  re- 
bellion or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  re- 
quire it. 

Sec.  14.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate 
to  the  civil  power.  No  standing  army  shall  be 
kept  up  by  the  State  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  no  appropriation  for  a  standing 
army  shall  be  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years. 

Sec.  15.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  house  w  thout  the  consent 
of  the  ow  er,  nor  in  time  of  war,  except  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  con- 
sist only  in  levying  war  against  it,  adhering  to 
its  enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted   of  treason  unle.-s 


on  the   evidence    of  two  witnesses  to  the  same 
overt  act,  or  confession  in  open  court. 

Sec.  17.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required; 
excessive  fines  shall  not  be  imposed,  and  cruel 
and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

Sec.  18.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use  without  just  compensation  first 
being  made,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the  owner 
thereof,  as  soon  as  the  damages  shall  be  assessed 
by  a  jury,  who  shall  not  lake  into  consideration 
any  advmtages  that  may  result  to  said  owner 
on  account  of  the  improvement  for  which  it  is 
taken. 

Sec.  19  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  f  i 
debt  in  any  civil  action,  on  mesne  or  final  pro- 
cess, 'inless  in  case  of  fraud ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  militia  fine  in  time  of 
peace. 

Sec.  20.     The  people  have  the  right  freely  t..' 
assemble   together  to    counsel  for  the  comiuui 
good;   to   make  known    their  opinions  to  thei. 
representatives,  and  to   petition  for  a  redress  uf 
grievances. 

Sec.  21.     No  bill    of  attainder,  ex-post-facto 
aw,    or   law  impairing   the   obligation  of  cuii 
tracts,  shall  ever  be  passed. 

Sec.  22.  Foreigners  who  are,  or  may  here 
after  become  residents  of  this  State,  shall  enjoN 
the  same  rights  in  respect  to  the  possession,  en 
joyment,  and  descent  of  property,  as  native-bori 
citizens. 

Sec.  23  There  shall  oe  no  slavery  in  thi- 
Siate  ;  nor  shall  there  be  involuntary  servitude 
unless  for  the  punishment  of  crime. 

Sec.  24.  No  lease  or  grant  of  agricultui-il 
lands,  reserving  any  rent,  or  service  of  any  kind 
shall  be  valid  for  a  longer  period  than  tweni\ 
years. 

Sec.  25.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shn' 
not  be  construed  to  impair  or  deny  others.  ^^■ 
tained  by  the  people." 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  call  the  attention  oi 
the  convention  to  the  third  section,  which  reads. 
"the  general  assembly  shall  make  no  law  re 
specting  an  establishment  of  religion,  &c."  I 
think  the  language  used  is  not  exactly  correct. 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  have 
it  read  "  iAe  establishment  of  religion,"  instead 
of  "aw  establishment  of  religion." 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  The  word  "the" 
might  be  just  as  well.  But  I  think  "an"  is  well 
enough. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  As  the  section 
stands  now,  it  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  there 
shall  be  no  law  for  the  establishment  of  any  re 
ligion.  If  it  was  changed  so  as  to  read  "  the  es 
tablishment  of  religion,"  it  might  seem  that  it 
referred  to  the  establishment  of  some  particular 
religion. 

Mr.  TRAER     Very  well ;  I  am  not  particular, 
I  desired  merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the  con 
vention  to  the  language  used  in  that  section. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  tht 
article. 
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Mr.  TRAER.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final  passage  of 
these  articles. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  pnssage  of  the  article  upon  the 
preamble  and  bill  of  rights,  it  was  agreed  to  ; 
yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunk- 
er, Clark  of  Alam.ikee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gower,  Gray, 
Hall,  Harris,  Ilollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin, 
Parvin,  Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Emerson,  GiUaspy,  Palmer, 
Patterson,  Peters  and  Solomon. 

Riffht  of  Suffrage. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
of  revision,  reported  back  the  following  as  the 
article  upon  the  right  of  suffrage: 

Article  2. — Ei[/hi  of  Suffrage. 

Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States  of  the  ago  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote,  sixty  days,  ! 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  which 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  on  the  days  of  election,  during  their 
attendance  at  such  election,  and  going  to  and  re- 
turning therefrom. 

Sec.  3.  No  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  perform 
militia  duly  on  the  day  of  election,  except  in 
time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or 
marine  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
considered  a  resident  of  this  State  by  being  sta- 
tioned in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military  or 
naval  place  or  station  witliin  this  State. 

Sec.  5.  No  idiot  or  insane  person,  or  person 
convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privilege  of  an  doctor. 

Sec.  6.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  by 
ballot. 

The  question  was  upon  tho  final  passage  of 
the  article. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  TR.\ER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  Were  accordingly  ordered. 

Tho  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  tlie  passage  of  the  article  on  the 
right  of  suffrage,  it  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  'M,  nays 
2,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Tho  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gillaspy, 
Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  HoUingsworth,  John- 


ston, Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Price, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,   Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer, 
Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 
Nays — Messrs.  Emerson  and  Peters. 

Legislative  Dejiartmcni. 

Mr.  CL.VRKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
of  revision,  reported  back  tu  the  convention  the 
following  as  the  article  on  the  distribution  of 
powers  and  the  legislative  department : 

Article  3. —  Of  the  DistribuiiaJi  of  Powers. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of 
Iowa  shall  be  divided  into  three  separate  de- 
partments :  The  legislative,  the  executive,  and 
the  judicial ;  and  no  person  charged  with  the 
exercise  of  powers  properly  belonging  to  one  of 
these  departments,  shall  exercise  any  function 
appertaining  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in 
cases  hereinaftor  expressly  directed  o.  ]  ermit- 
ted. 

Legislative  Department. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives ;  and  the  style  of  every  bvw 
shall  be — "Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  2.  The  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  biennial,  and  shall  commence  on  the 
second  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing  the 
election  oF  its  members  ;  unless  the  Governor  of 
the  State  shall,  in  the  interim,  convene  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  proclamation. 

Sec.  3.  Tho  members  of  the  House  of  Reprc- 
sewtatives  shall  be  chosen  every  second  year,  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  ex- 
cept the  years  of  the  Presidential  election,  when 
the  election  shall  be  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  first  .Monday  in  November;  and  their  term 
of  office  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next  after  their  cloction,  and  continue  two 
years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified. 

Sec.  -l.  No  person  siiall  be  a  member  of  tho 
House  of  Representatives  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  been  an  inliabitant  of  this  State  one  year 
ne.xt  jireceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  election  have  an  actual  residence  of  thirty 
days  in  the  county  or  district  he  uiiiy  be  chosen 
to  represent. 

Sec.  B.  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  at  the  same  time  and  jilaco  as 
Representatives:  they  shall  be  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  and  possess  the  qualifications  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  to  residence  and  citizenship. 

Sec.  G.  The  number  of  Senators  shall  not  be 
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less  than  one  third,  nor  more  than  one  half  the 
representative  body  ;  and  shall  be  so  classified 
by  lot,  that  one  class,  being  as  nearly  one  half 
as  possible,  shall  be  elected  every  two  yenrs. 
When  the  number  of  Senators  is  increased,  the}'- 
shall  be  annexed  by  lot  to  one  or  the  other  of 
the  two  classes,  so  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly 
equal  in  numbers  as  practicable. 

Sec.  1.  Each  House  shall  choose  its  own  offi- 
cers, and  judge  of  the  qualification,  election, 
and  return  of  its  own  members.  A  contested 
election  shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  A  mnjority  of  each  house  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  to  do  business :  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel 
the  attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  man- 
ner and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may 
provide. 

Sec.  9.  Each  house  shall  sit  upon  its  own 
adjournments,  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  publish  the  same ;  determine  its  rules  of 
proceedings,  punish  members  for  disorderly  be- 
havior, and,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds,  ex- 
pel a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
offense;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers  neces- 
sary for  a  branch  of  the  general  assembly  of  a 
free  and  independent  state. 

Sec.  10.  Every  member  of  the  general  assem- 
bly shall  have  the  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or 
protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution  which  he 
may  think  injurious  to  the  public  or  an  individ- 
ual, and  have  his  reasons  for  the  dissent  entered 
on  the  journals;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the 
members  of  either  house,  on  any  question,  shall, 
at  the  desire  of  any  two  members  present,  be 
entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  11.  Senators  and  representatives,  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  in  going  to 
and  returning  from  the  same. 

Sec.  12.  When  vacancies  occur  in  either 
house,  the  governor,  or  the  person  exercising 
the  functions  of  governor,  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sec.  13.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be 
open,  except  on  such  occasion  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  house,  may  require  secrecy. 

Sec.  14.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
they  may  be  sitting. 

Sec.  15.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  house, 
and  may  be  amended,  altered  or  rejected  by  the 
other;  andevery  bill,  having  passed  both  houses, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  speaker  and  president  of 
their  respective  houses. 

Sec.  16.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the  general  assembly,  shall,  before  it  becomes  a 
law,  be  presented  to  the  governor.  If  he  ap- 
prove, he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  re- 
turn it  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which 
it  originated,  which  shall  enter  the   same  upon 


their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it ;  if,  af- 
ter such  reconsideration,  it  again  pass  both 
houses,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  majority  of  two- 
tliirds  of  the  members  of  each  house  present,  it 
shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  gover- 
nor's objections.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  return- 
ed within  three  days  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  Sunday  excepted,  the  same 
shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  sign- 
ed it,  unless  the  general  assembly,  by  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  such  return. 

Sec.  17.  No  bill  shall  be  passed,  unless  by 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly, 
and  the  question  upon  the  final  passage  shall  be 
taken  immediately  upon  its  last  reading,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec,  18.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  public  money 
shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the  law% 
at  every  regular  session  of  the  general  assem- 
bly. 

Sec.  19.  The  house  of  representatives  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment,  and  all 
impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  senate. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall 
be  upon  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  no  person  shall 
be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  20.  The  governor,  judges  of  the  su- 
preme and  district  courts,  and  other  state  officers, 
shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misde- 
meanor or  malfeasance  in  office  ;  but  judgment, 
in  such  cases  shall  extend  only  to  removal  from 
office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  trust  or  profit  under  this  state;  but  the 
party  convicted  or  acquitted  shall  nevertheless 
be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  and  punishment, 
according  to  law.  All  other  civil  officers  shall 
be  tried  for  misdemeanors  in  office,  in  such  man- 
ner p,s  the  general  assembly  may  provide. 

Sec.  21.  No  senator  or  representative  shall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profit 
under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been  in- 
creased during  such  term,  except  such  offices  as 
may  be  filled  by  elections  by  the  people. 

Sec.  22.  No  person  holding  any  lucrative 
office  under  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  or 
any  other  power,  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  a  seat 
in  the  General  Assembly  :  Provided,  That  offices 
in  the  militia,  to  wliich  there  is  attached  no  an- 
nual salary,  or  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
postmaster  whose  compensation  does  not  exceed 
one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  or  notary  pub- 
lic, shall  not  be  deemed  lucrative. 

Sec.  23.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a 
collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  have 
a  seat  in  either  House  of  ths  General  Assembly, 
or  be  eligi  le  to  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
under  this  State,  until  he  shall  have  accounted 
for  and  paid  into  the  treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  liable. 

Sec.  24.     No  money  shall    be  drawn  from  the 


1010 


LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 


[38tli  Day 


\Ve(luesda>'] 


[Slarcli  4th 


treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law. 

Sec.  25.  Each  member  of  the  first  General 
Assembly  under  this  constitution  shall  receive 
three  dollars  per  diem  while  in  session  ;  and  the 
further  sum  of  three  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  traveled  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  place  where  such  session  is  held,  by  the 
nearest  traveled  route;  after  which  they  shall 
receive  such  compensation  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
law  ;  but  no  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  its  own  raombers. 
And  when  convened  in  extra  session  they  shall 
receive  the  same  mileajje  and  per  diem  compen- 
sation as  fixed  by  law  for  the  regular  session, 
and  none  other. 

Sec.  26.  No  law  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  a  regular  session,  of  a  public  nature, 
shall  take  effect  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next 
after  the  passage  thereof.  Laws  passed  at  a 
special  sess'on  shall  take  effect  ninety  days  after 
the  adjourniuont  of  the  General  Assembly  by 
which  ihey  wer<'  passed.  If  the  Ge-  eral  Assem- 
bly shall  deem  any  law  of  immediate  importance 
they  may  provide  that  the  same  shall  take  effect 
by  publication  in  newspapers  in  the  State. 

Sec.  27.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  28.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by 
this  Scale  ;  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets 
be  allowed. 

Sec.  29.  Every  act  shall  embrace  but  one  sub- 
ject, and  matters  properly  connected  therewith, 
which  subject  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title.  But 
if  any  subject  shall  be  embraced  in  an  act  which 
shall  not  be  expressed  in  the  title,  such  act  shall 
be  void  only  as  to  so  much  thereof  as  shall  not 
be  expressed  in  the  title. 

Sec.  30.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass 
local  or  special  laws  in  the  following  cases: 

For  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  for 
State,  county,  or  road  purposes  ; 

Forlaying  out,  opening,  and  working  roads  or 
highways  ; 

For  changing  the  names  of  persons; 

For  the  incorporation  of  cities    or  towns; 

For  vacating  roads,  town  plats,  streets,  alleys 
or  public  squares; 

For  locating  or  changing  county  seats  ; 

In  all  the  cases  above  enumerated,  and  in  all 
Oth  r  cases  where  a  general  law  can  be  made  ap- 
plicable, all  laws  shall  be  general,  and  of  uni- 
form operation  throughout  the  state  ;  and  no 
law  changing  the  boundary  lines  of  any  county 
shall  have  clfect  until  upon  bcin^  siiliiuiticd  to 
thy  people  of  the  counties  affected  b_v  the  change, 
at  a  general  election,  it  shall  be  approved  by  a 
niajority  of  the  votes  in  each  county,  cast  for 
and  against  it. 

Sec.  31.  No  extra  compensation  shall  be  nindo 
to  any  officer,  public  agent,  or  contractor,  after 
the  service  shall  have  been  rendered,  or  the  con- 
tract enteied  into  ;   nor  shall  any  money  be  p.iid 


on  any  claim,  the  subject  matter  of  which  shall 
not  have  been  provided  for  by  pre-existing  laws, 
and  no  public  money  or  property  shall  be  ap- 
propriated for  local,  or  private  purposes,  un 
less  such  appropriation,  compensation  or  claim, 
be  allowed  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected 
to  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  32.  Membeis  of  the  general  assembly 
shall,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  ofBce.^,  take  and  subscribe  the  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation  :  "  I  do  solemnly  swear, 
(or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  that  I 
will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  senator, 
(or  representative,  as  the  case  maybe,)  accord- 
ing to  the  be.-t  of  my  ability."  And  members  of 
the  general  assembly  are  hereby  empowered  to 
administer  to  each  other  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion. 

Sec.  33.  The  general  assemblv  shall,  in  the 
years  1858.  I8g2,  1864,  1866,  1868,  and  1875, 
and  every  ten  years  thereafter,  cause  an  enume- 
ration to  be  made  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of 
the  state. 

Sec.  34.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at 
the  next  session  following  each  period  of  mak- 
ing such  enumeration,  and  the  next  session  fol- 
lowing each  United  States  census,  be  fixi^d  by 
law,  and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties 
according  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in 
each. 

Sec  35.  The  senate  shall  not  consist  of  more 
than  fifty  members,  nor  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  more  than  one  hundred;  and  they 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  co;;nties 
and  representative  districts  of  the  state,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each, 
upon  ratios  to  be  fixed  by  law;  Provkhd,  That 
no  representative  district  shall  contain  more 
than  four  organized  counties,  and  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  representative.  Every  county,  and 
each  district  which  shall  have  a  number  of  in- 
habitants equal  to  one  half  of  the  ratio  fixed  by 
law,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representative  ; 
and  any  one  county  containing  in  addition  to 
the  ratio  fixed  by  law  a  fraction  of  one-half 
of  that  number,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  addi- 
tioniil  representative ;  Provided  further^  That 
no  floating  district  shall  hereafter  be  formed. 

Sec.  36.  At  its  first  session  under  this  con- 
stitution, and  at  every  subsequent  regular  ses- 
sion, the  general  assembly  shall  fix  such  ratio 
of  representation,  nod  also  form  into  represen- 
tative districts  those  counties  which  will  not  be 
entitled  singly  to  a  representative. 

Sec.  37.  When  a  congressional,  senatorial, 
or  representative  district  shall  be  composed  of 
two  or  more  counties,  it  shall  not  be  entirely 
separated  by  any  county  belonging  to  another 
di>arict ;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in 
forming  a  congressioual,  senatorial  or  repre- 
sentative district. 

Sec.  38.  In  all  elections  by  the  general  as- 
.-embly,    the     members     thereof  shall  vole    viva 
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voce  ;  and   the   votes   shall   be  entered  on   the 
journal. 

Enumeraiion  and  Apportionment. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  wish  to  offer  a  res- 
olution to  recommit  this  article  to  the  standing 
committee  on  the  distribution  of  powers,  and 
the  legislative  department,  with  instructions,  as 
follows  : 

".Resolved,  That  the  article  on  the  legislative 
department  be  recommitted  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  that  subject,  with  instructions  to  s" 
modify  the  thirty-fifth  section,  as  to  require  the 
apportionment  for  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives to  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation,   instead  as  provided  in  that  section  : 

"  Also  to  so  modify  the  thirty-third  section, 
as  to  cause  the  enumeration,  provided  for  in 
that  section,  to  be  made  in  the  years  1859,  1863, 
I8fi5,  1867,  186i^  and  1875,  instead  as  provided 
in  that  section." 

I  voted  for  that  basis  of  representation,  as 
did  every  other  member  in  the  convention,  ex- 
cept two.  I  did  so,  however,  without  reflection. 
I  have  since  become  satisfied  that  it  was  wrong, 
and  I  want  to  have  an  opportunity  to  put  myself 
upon  record  in  favor  of  some  other  b  isis  of  rep- 
resentation. I  shall,  therefore,  call  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  this  resolution. 

Mr.  TRAER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Would  an  amend- 
ment to  that  resolution  be  now  in  order  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.  Not  at  this  time,  a  motion 
having  been  made  to  lay  the  resolution  upon 
the  table.  If  tbis  resolution,  however,  is  laid 
upon  the  table,  it  will  not  preclude  the  gentle- 
man from  Henry  [Mr.  Clarke]  or  any  other 
gentleman,  from  moving  to  recommit  this  article 
with  different  instructions. 

Upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  up- 
on the  table,  it  was  agreed  to,  yeas  23,  nays  12, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Day,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hall, 
Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
SkifiF,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer  and  Win- 
chester. 

Nays — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Gower,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Warren,  Wilson  and 
Young.  '■■ 

Mr.  EDWARDS,  .when  his  name  was  called, 
said  :  "  Although  this  apportionment  gives  my 
district  a  greater  representation  than  we  would 
be  entitled  to,  under  the  old  apportionment,  yet 
I  think  it  will  work  such  injustice  to  the  old 
counties,  that  I  do  not  ask  it  for  the  benefit  it 


will  be  for  my  district.     I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
against  laying  this  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr  SKIFF,  when  his  name  was  called,  said  : 
I  shall  vote  to  lay  this  resolution  upon  the  table, 
for  the  same  reason  that  some  members,  from 
the  most  populous  counties  of  this  Slate,  vote  in 
the  same  way.  If  they  are  willing  to  give  the 
new  counties  any  advantage,  I  am  willing  to 
take  it. 

Apportionment  of  Senators, 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  move  to  refer  Ibis 
article  to  the  standing  committee  with  certain 
instructions,  unless  the  amendment  I  propose 
can  be  made  by  general  consent.  I  think,  when 
their  attention  is  tailed  to  it,  that  members  will 
all  see  the  difiBculty  that  will  foJlow  from  the 
adoption  of  this  article  as  it  now  stands.  It  is 
provided   in  the  thirty-third  section  that — 

"The   general    assembly  shall,    in    the  years 
1858,   1862,  1864,    1866,   1868,   and    1875,  and 
every  ten  years   thereafter,  cause  an    enumera- 
tion to  be   made  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of - 
the  State." 

The  thirty-fourth  section  then  provides  that — 

"The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the  next 
session  following  each  period  of  making  such 
enumeration,  and  the  next  session  following  each 
United  States  census,  be  fixed  by  law,  and  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  counties,  according 
to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each." 

That  will  require  an  apportionment  of  senators 
every  two  years,  whereas  we  have  fixed  their 
terms  of  office  at  four  years.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  section  ought  to  be  changed  so  as  to 
require  the  senators  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
general  assembly  in  1858,  and  every  fourth  year 
thereafter. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  would  also  suggest  another 
reason  for  this  alteration.  Suppose  that  we 
limit  by  this  constitution,  as  we  have  done  here 
by  the  thirty-fifth  section,  the  numoer  of  sena- 
tors to  fifty.  And  suppose  that  an  apportion- 
ment is  made. when  the  full  number  of  senators 
— fifty — are  elected.  There  may  be  new  coun- 
ties then  that  will  want  senators,  but  they  can- 
not displace  any  of  those  elected,  until  the  four 
years  for  which  they  were  elected  shall  have 
expired.  I  think,  therefore,  this  amendment  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  This  amendment 
may  be  right  enough,  but  I  cannot  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  it.  As  I  understand  it,  one-half  of 
our  senators  will  go  out  of  office  every  two  years. 
Now  if  we  do  not  provide  for  an  apportionment 
of  senators  except  at  the  end  of  every  four  years, 
there  will  still  be  one-half  the  senators  to  re- 
main in  office  for  two  years.  So  that  it  will  be 
the  same,  it  appears  to  me,  whether  the  appor- 
tionment is  made  every  two  years,  or  every  four 
years.  Whenever  the  apportionment  is  made, 
one-half  of  the  offices  of  senators  are  filled  ;  so 
that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Jefferson,   [Mr.  Wilson,]   does 
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not  reach  the  matter  at  all.     I  think,  therefore, 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  section  as  it  is.    I  j 
must  object  to  this  amendment,  because  I  do  not  j 
see  the  necessity  for  it.  .. 

Mr.  AVILSOX.     I  have  no  wish    to  urge  this  | 
amendment  upon    the   convention,    unless  they  j 
can  see  the  propriety  of  it.     It  seems  to  me  that  j 
the  amendment  is  necessary.     In   1858   there  is  I 
to  be  an  apportionment  of  the  senate.     The  sen- 
atorial term  is  for  four  years,  commencing  with  ! 
the    first  session    under  this  constitution.     The 
senators  first  elected  under  this  constitution  will 
hold  for  four  years.     And  it  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  a  propriety  in  making  the  ap- 
portionment of  senators  only  at  the   commence- 
ment of  the  senatorial  term  under  this  constitu- 
tion,  the  first  of  which  will  not  expire  until  the 
year  1862. 

Objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Approval  of  Bills. 

Mr.  AVILSOX.  I  wish  to  have  another  amend- 
ment made  to  this  article ;  to  add  to  section  si.\- 
leen,  which  relates  to  the  approval  of  bills  by  the 
governor,  the  following : 

"Any  bill  submitted  to  the  governor  for  his 
approval  during  the  last  three  days  of  a  session 
of  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  deposited  by 
hira  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  stale  within 
thirty  days  after  the  adjournment,  with  his  ap- 
proval if  approved  by  him,  and  with  his  objec- 
tions if  he  disapproves  thereof." 

My  reason  for  desiring  the  incorporation  of 
this  provision  with  the  article  upon  the  legisla- 
tive department  is  this:  It  is  well  known  that 
all  the  important  business  of  the  general  assem- 
bly is  kept  until  within  the  last  two  or  three 
days  of  the  session,  when  nearly  all  the  impor- 
tant bills  are  passed,  and  the  governor  has  there- 
fore, no  lime  to  examine  them  thoroughly  before 
the  adjournment.  For  the  purpose  of  giving 
him  that  time,  I  ofier  this  amendment,  so  that 
the  governor  will  be  required  to  deposite  all 
bills  submitted  to  him  during  the  last  three  days 
of  a  session,  in  the  office  of  the  secretarj'  of  state, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  adjournment  with 
or  without  his  approval,  as  the  case  may  be. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  article  on  the 
legislative  department  was  here  suspended. 

Forwarding  Mail  Matter  to  Members. 
* 

Mr.  SKIFF  moved  that  the  convention  take  a 
recess  until  to-night  at  7  o'clock,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  ■\VINCHESTEIl,  who  said  :  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  expenditures,  [Mr.  John- 
ston,] has  requested  mo  to  offer  the  following 
resolution,  so  that  the  committee  may  be  able  to 
report  to-night: 

"  Reiolved,  That  S.  C.  Trowbridge  be  employ- 


ed to  forward  to  members  of  this  convention  the 
mail  matter  which  may  arrive  at  this  afiice,  after 
the  final  adjournment  of  this  convention,  and 
that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for 
said  services." 

Mr.  SOLOMOX.  If  other  members  will  do  as 
I  propose  to  do,  they  will  get  their  mail  matter 
themselves.  I  intend  to  go  to  the  post  office, 
and  ask  the  postmaster  to  forward  my  mail  mat- 
ter to  me.  I  move  to  lay  this  resolution  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  say 
that  this  resolution  is  altogether  unexpected  to 
Mr.  Trowbridge,  and  he  does  not  desire  the  job. 
He  would  take  it  as  a  favor  if  the  mover  of  this 
resolution  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
name  of  "S."C.  Trowbridge,"  and  insert  the 
name  of  "  Willis  Conard,"  our  paper-folder. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  will  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SOLOMON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  modified,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Enrolling  the  Constitution. 

jfV.  WILSON.  I  think  as  the  different  arti- 
cles of  our  constitution  are  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed,  they  ought  to  be  enrolled,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  an  enrolled  copy  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  be  sigued  by  members  of  this  con- 
vention, before  we  adjourn.  I  would,  therefore, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  employing  two  or  more 
clerks  to  do  this  work,  in  order  that  it  may  go 
on  immediately. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not 
expect  us  to  stay  here  until  this  constitution  is 
all  enrolled.  If  he  does  I  think  he  will  be  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  think  the  parch- 
ment is  already  prepared  for  enrolling,  and  tho 
work  can  be  commenced  forthwith. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  was  talking  with  tho  gentle- 
tleman  who  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  an  en- 
rolled copy  of  the  constitution,  and  he  s.ays  he 
does  not  think  that  he  could  complete  it  in  a 
day  and  night.  ■■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF— 

The  Convention  then  took  a  recess  until  to- 
night at  seven  o'clock. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Adjournment  Sine  Die. 
Mr.  TODHUNTER.     I  move  to   take   up   the 
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resolution  laid  upon  the  table  to  extend  the  time 
fixed  upon  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  that  motion,  and  let  us  go  on  and  work 
uutil  the  proper  time  for  closing  our  night's 
labor.  We  can  go  on  and  work  until  twelve 
o'clock,  and  if  we  are  not  through  then,  we  can 
take  up  the  resolution,  and  pass  it,  as  well  as 
we  can  nor. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
taken  up  now,  and  passed  by  this  convention. 
We  can  just  as  well  do  it  now,  as  to  attempt  to 
do  it  at  midnight,  or  near  midnight,  and  then 
fight  upon  it  until  after  twelve  o'clock,  and  be 
compelled  to  adjourn  without  any  constituticu. 
If  we  get  through  to-night,  we  can  adjourn  just 
as  well  without  an  order  to  that  efi"ect  as  with 
one.  I  hope  this  resolution  will  be  taken  up 
and  passed. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  We  have  placed  in  this 
new  constitution  all  the  guards  we  could  possi- 
bly devise  to  prevent  indecent  haste  in  legisla- 
tion hereafter.  And  yet  it  is  proposed  that  we 
should  ourselves  set  a  different  example  to  future 
legislatures  by  sitting  here  to-night^  and  hur- 
riedly passing  through  the  matters  before  us, 
and  perhaps  spoiling  all  that  we  have  done 
during  the  entire  session  of  this  convention. 

I  am  satisfied,  and  I  think  that  every  member 
upon  this  tloor  must  be  fully  satisfied,  that  we 
cannot  complete  our  labors  to-night.  It  would 
be  improper  to  do  so,  or  for  us  to  even  attempt 
to  do  so.  We  may  sit  here  until  to-morrow 
morning,  and  then  not  complete  our  work.  We 
should  exercise  some  care  in  our  work  here,  so 
that  the  constitution,  when  it  leaves  our  hand;*, 
shall  be  in  proper  shape,  and  have  all  its  parts  fit 
together,  so  as  to  make  it  such  a  complete  in- 
strument as  we  can  sustain  hereafter  before  the 
people.  We  have  spent  too  much  time,  and  too 
much  money  upon  this  constitution  ta  fool  it  all 
away  by  endeavoring  to  complete  it  to-night. 

There  is  no  gentleman  here  who  is  more 
anxious  to  get  away  than  I  am.  But  I  am  not 
willing  to  sacrifice  all  our  winter's  work  for  the 
sake  of  enabling  one  or  two  individuals  to  get 
home  a  day  or  two  sooner.  I  will  say  farther, 
that  if  there  are  members  here  who  wish  to 
leave  for  home  to-morrow,  I  am  willing  to  excuse 
them  from  attending  here.  But  I  am  not  wil- 
ling, in  order  that  they  may  do  that,  to  have  this 
constitution  put  together  in  an  imperfect  and  in- 
complete manner. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  I  should  hardly  know  how  to 
vote  upon  this  question,  unless  I  knew  the  effect 
upon  this  convention  of  an  adjournment  until 
to-morrow. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  chair  can  give  no  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  that  matter,  and  can  only 
put  the  question  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  should  be  inclined  to  vote 
against  taking  up  this  resolution,  were  it  not  that 
I  desire  to  save  time,  and  get  rid  of  this  matter 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  in 
fa^or  of  taking  it  up. 

128 


The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  resolution  rescinding  a  former  resolution 
fixing  the  fourth  of  March  as  the  time  for  the 
final  adjournment  of  the  convention. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  TODHUNTER  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  taking  up  the  resolution,  it  was 
agreed  to;  yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  IloUingsworth,  Mar- 
vin, Parvin,  Scott,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren, 
Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Day,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters   and   Price. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  rescind  the 
resolution,  adopted  some  days  since,  to  adjourn 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1857,  without  day." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

Legislative   Department. 

The  convention  then  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  article  upon  the  legislative  depart- 
ment, which  was  upon  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  hope  the  figures  in  the  thir- 
ty-third section  will  be  changed.  Gentlemen 
will  see  at  once  the  difficulty  that  will  arise  in 
consequence  of  the  arrangement  mude  for  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  census 
will  be  taken  one  year  from  this  spring,  and  no 
General  Assembly  will  meet  the  year  following. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  amendme  t  can  be 
agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  "  1858,  1862,  1864,  1866  and  1868,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  "1859,  1863,  1885,  1867 
and  1869,"  was  agreed  to. 

Apportionment  of  Representation. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the  construc- 
tion of  this  clause  of  the  thirty-fifth  section : 

"  Every  county  and  each  district  which  shall 
have  a  number  of  inhabitants,  equal  to  one  half 
the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
representative  ;  and  any  one  county  containing, 
in  addition  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  a  fraction 
of  one  half  that  number,  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
additional  representative." 

To  illustrate  what  I  mean  :  Suppose  there  are 
two  counties  constituting  a  district,  and  the 
population  of  that  district  amounts  to  one  half 
more  than  the  ratio,  they  will  be  entitled  to  two 
representatives  under  the  first  clause.  The  next 
clause  provides  "that  any  one  county  contain- 
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inn-  in  addition  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  a  frac- 
tion of  one  half  of  that  number,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  one  additional  representative." 

The  result  would  be,  that  a  district  willi  a 
poi)ulation  of  a  frac'.ion  over  half  above  the 
ratio,  would  really  be  entitled  to  three  repre- 
sentatives. There  would  be  two  from  ihc  dis- 
trict representing  the  fraction  and  a  half,  and 
there  would  be  one  from  the  county  which  con- 
tained that  fraction.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  con- 
struction may  be  put  upon  this  section— I  will 
not  say  it  will  be  put  upon  it— by  which  gross 
injustice  may  be  perpetrated  upon  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Our  fundamental  law  ought  not  to  be  open 
to  objections  of  this  character.  This  kind  of 
ambiguity,  which  I  have  pointed  out,  ought  not 
to  exist  in  it.  I  do  hope  that  a  questiou  of  so 
much  importance  will  receive  the  serious  atten- 
tion and  consideration  of  the  convention.  This 
provision  of  the  constitution,  as  it  uow  stands, 
would  increase  the  number  of  representatives 
from  my  district.  But  1  am  looking  to  the  rights 
of  the  people  at  large.  I  ask  the  convention  to 
take  some  steps  to  remove  the  apparent  danger 
which  exists  here.  The  diQicuUy  can  be  obvi- 
ated by  striising  out  a  portion  of  the  section,  so 
that  it  would  then  read — 

"Every  county  and  each  district  which  shall 
have  a  number  of  inhabitants  equal  to  one  half 
of  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  representative." 

Mr.  TRAER.  It  is  a  little  surprising  to  me 
that  gentlemen  should  make  so  much  ado  about 
this  section.  If  they  will  refer  to  the  consti- 
tution of  Ohio,  they  will  find  a  provision  simi- 
lar to  this.  When  gentlemen  talk  about  ine- 
ijuality,  and  the  injustice  that  will  result  from 
the  anoption  of  this  section,  they  forget  all  the 
time  Iliac  under  the  old  system  the  newer  coun- 
tic.-i  bad  no  representation  at  all.  They  forget 
that  such  counties  as  Johnson  and  Cedar  have 
been  representing  us  without  our  consent ;  and 
they  forget  that  the  shoe  pinched  then  upon  the 
other  foot.  They  now  begin  to  make  complaint 
lis  they  find  the  scepter  of  power  passing  away 
from  them,  and  find  that  they  cannot  control 
Icgiislalion.  Tlicy  will  liud  the  i)Ower  passing 
away  from  them,  let  them  work  ever  so  hard  to 
avert  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  gentleman 
does  not  meet  the  point  I  made.  The  objection 
I  make  to  the  section  is,  that  it  docs  not  acconi- 
J)lish  what  tho  convention  evidently  intended. 
The  fact  i.'<,  the  section  as  it  now  stands,  gives 
double  leprcsenlation  for  a  fraction,  wherever 
tho  district  is  composed  of  two  or  more  counties. 
Suppose  there  arc  three  counties,  and  in  the 
whole  of  the  district  there  is  a  fraction  over  the 
ratio.  Tho  'listrict  has  a  representative  and  the 
fraction  in  one  county  has  a  representative;  so 
that  is  a  double  representative  tor  this  fraction. 
That  was  not  tho  intention  of  the  convention.  I 
nm  not  seeking  to  cut  down  the  basis  of  repre- 
Bcntation,  but  to  confine  it  to  what  was  evidently 
the  intention  ot  the  convention.     I  do  not  want 


the  convention  to  labor  under  a  misapprehension 
as  to  the  construction  which  will  be  put  upon 
this  section. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman  to 
which  portion  of  the  section  ho  objects  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  object  to  this 
portion  : 

"And  any  one  county,  containing  in  addition 
to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law  a  fraction  of  one  half 
of  iliat  number,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  addition- 
al representative." 

Jlr.  TRAER.  Upon  this  basis,  if  a  county  is 
entitled  to  one  representative,  no  other  county 
will  be  put  into  a  district  witii  that  county,  so 
that  the  objection  raised  by  the  gentleman  is  a 
merely  imaginary  one. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  section  does 
not  say  so. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  suppose  the  legislature  will 
be  composed  of  men  ot  common  sense,  and  can 
understand  what  the  intention  of  the  section 
was.  The  provision  is  not  exactly  wijat  waa 
reported  by  the  special  committee.  It  has  been 
somewhat  modified  by  the  committee  on  revi- 
sion. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  If  this  section 
provided  that  no  county  having  more  than  a 
traction  over  half  tlie  ratio,  sfhould  be  joined  with 
any  otlicrcounty,  then  the  geulleman's  construc- 
tion would  be  correct.  But  there  is  no  such 
provision  hero;  and  it  will  not  be  the  business 
of  the  general  assembly  to  find  out  how  many 
counties  there  are  that  have  a  fraction  over  half 
tlie  ratio.  Hence  it  was  that  I  called  the  atten- 
lion  of  the  legal  members  of  the  convention  to 
the  fact,  whether  the  construction  which  1  have 
put  upon  this  section  will  not  be   the  legal  one. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  would  like  to  read  the  pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  of  Ohio,  which  the 
gentleman  will  find  to  be  the  same  in  principle 
as  the  section  of  which  the  gentleman  complains. 
The  provision  in  the  constitution  of  Ohio  reads 
as  follows : 

"Every  county,  having  a  population  equal  to 
one-half  of  said  ratio,  shall  he  entitled  to  one 
representative  ;  every  county  containing  said 
ratio,  and  three-fourths  over,  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  representatives ;  every  county  containing 
three  times  said  ratio,  shall  be  entitled  to  three 
representatives  ;  and  so  on,  requiring  after  the 
first  two,  an  entire  ratio  for  each  additional  rep- 
resentative." 

I  contend  that  tho  provision  we  bavo  here 
made  in  our  constitution  gives  the  old  counties 
of  this  state  more  representation  tlmn  the  coun- 
ties in  Ohio  get.  The  only  dilference  between 
this  and  the  old  system  is  simply  this,  that  tho 
newer  counties  get  the  advantage  of  the  fraction 
for  tho  first  lepresentation  and  tho  older  coun- 
ties get  it  u[)on  the  second. 

The  PRKSIDE.NT.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Benton,  [Mr.  Traer,]  object  to  tho  amendment? 

Mr.  TRAER.     1  do. 

Mr.  CL.\RKE,  of  Johnson.     I  move  to  recom- 
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mit  this  seclion  to  the  standing  committee  on  i 
the  legislative  department,  with  instruction  to  | 
examine  this  subject.  I 

jVIr.  TIIaEH.  It  is  clearly  out  of  order  to 
make  such  a  motion. 

Residence  of  Members  of  the  Ilouse. 

Mr.  CLAPJLB,  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  members  to  section  four,  which  reads 
rts  follows  : 

'•No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  af-e  of  twenty-one  years,  be  a  free  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been 
an  inhabitant  of  this  State  one  year  next  prece- 
din"-  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of  his  election 
have  an  actual  residence  of  thirty  days  in  the 
county  or  district  he  may  be  chosen  to  repre- 
sent " 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  strike 
out  the  word  "thirty,"  and  insert  "sixty,"  so 
as  to  make  the  section  harmonize  with  the  ar- 
ticle in  relation  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  wjich 
requires  that  a  person  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
county  sixty  days  before  he  is  entitled  to  vote. 
By  this  section  a  person  may  be  elected  to  the 
house  of  representatives,  who  has  been  only 
thirty  days  in  the  county  or  district. 

?.Ir.  PETERS.  If  the  gentleman  wishes  to 
harmonize  the  two  sections,  let  him  strike  out 
the  word  "sixty,"  in  the  other  article. 

Mr.  WILSOX.  I  move  that  section  four  be 
referred  to  the  standing  committee  on  the_  legis- 
lative department  with  instructions  to  strike  out 
"thirty,"  and  insert  -'sixty"  in  lieu  thereof,  un- 
less it  can  be  made  here  by  general  consent. 

No  objeciion  being  made  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Apportionment  of  Representation. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  now  renew  my 
motion  to  recommit  the  article  on  the  legis- 
lative department  to  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  that  subject,  with  instructions  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  striking  out  a  portion 
of  the  thirty-fifth  section,  so  that  it  would  read 
as  follows: 

The  Senate  shall  not  consist  of  m.ore  than 
fifty  members,  nor  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  more  than  one  hundred;  and  they  shall  be 
apportioned  among  the  several  counties  and 
representative  districts  of  the  state,  according 
to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each, 
upon  ratios  to  be  fixed  by  law;  Provided,  That 
no  rcprcsenlalive  district  shall  contain  more  than 
four  organized  counties,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  representative.  Every  county  and  each  dis- 
trict vrhich  shall  have  a  number  of  inhabitants 
equal  to  one  half  of  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  representative  ;  Provided, 
further.  That  no  floating  district  shall  hereaf.er 
be  formed. 

Mr.  PETERS.     I  hope    that    the    gentleman 


from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  will  withdraw  his    ob- 
jections. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  think  the  adoption  of  Hie 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson, 
[Mr.  Clarke]  would  work  great  injustice  to  the 
)iew  counties.  I  object  to  it  upon  the  ground 
also  that  it  will  bo  depriving  the  older  coanties 
of  more  than  one  representative,  unless  they 
have  a  full  ratio. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  to  the 
thirty-sixth  section : 

"At  its  first  ses-ion  under  this  constitution, 
and  at  ever^y  subsequent  regular  session,  the 
general  assembly  shall  fix  the  ratio  of  represen- 
tation, and  also  form  int:  '  representative  dis- 
tricts those  counties  which  will  not  be  entitled 
singly  to  a  representative." 

I  would  ask  him  if  this  does  not  provide  for 
the  difficulty  which  he  suggests  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  think  not.  I 
desire  to  have  this  matter  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee with  the  instructions  which  I  have  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  ad- 
visable at  this  late  hour  to  refer  this  subject  to 
the  comiuittee  in  order  to  get  a  change.  I  do 
not  believe  this  section  will  be  changed  because 
there  was  too  decided  a  vote  in  favor  of  this 
section  for  the  convention  to  change  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  is  an  univer- 
sal dissatisfaction  with  regard  to  this  section, 
because  it  is  unjust  upon  its  face.  To  say  that 
one-half  shall  be  equal  to  the  whole  strikes 
every  one  as  manifestly  unjust  and  improprr, 
and  every  gentleman  here,  if  he  will  reflect  for 
a  moment,  will  see  that  the  provision  in  this 
section  will  operate  uneqaally,  and  will  create 
dissatisfaction  all  over  the  state.  For  instance, 
if  you  say  that  a  county  which  shall  have  a  pop- 
ulation equal  to  one-half  of  the  ratio  shall  bo 
entitled  to  one  representative;  and  if  the  ratio 
should  be  fixed  at  ten  thousand,  why  then  a 
new  county  which  happens  to  have  five  thou- 
sand inhabitants  will  be  equal  in  point  of  rep- 
resentation to  another  county  that  has  fourteen 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

You  do  not  say  one-half  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  any  other  county  that  has  but 
one  representative,  but  you  say  a  population 
equal  to  one  half  of  the  ratio  fixed  by  law.  I 
am  confident  that  the  adoption  of  this  section 
here  will  create  more  dissatisfaction  than  is  gan- 
erally  supposed  by  gentlemen. 

I  suggested  the  iJeathat  we  should  say  "two- 
thirds"  instead  of  "one  half;"  but  it  did  not 
elicit  any  remark  or  discussion  here,  although 
it  has  elicited  discussion  and  remark  since  this 
proposition  has  gone  out  among  the  people.  But 
gentleien  come  and  tell  me  that  by  the  adoption 
of  this  section  my  own  county  will  be  the  gain- 
er. 1  do  not  ask  that  my  county  shall  have  any 
more  than  a  fair  representation.  I  do  not  ask  that 
she  shall  have  any  advantage  over  and  above 
any  other  county.     No   gentleman   here  should 
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ask  any  such  advantage  for  his  constituency, 
but  we  should  all  act  justly  aud  f.iirly  in  this 
matter. 

I  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mill?, 
[Mr.  Solomon,]  and  I  now  say,  that  I  am  wil- 
ling^o  take  into  consideration  jiopulation  as  well 
as  territory,  in  the  matter  of  representation; 
and  I  am  willing,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  we 
should  consider  organized  counties,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject.  But  I  was  never  willing 
to  say  that  one  halt  should  be  equal  to  a  whole. 
I  hope  this  whole  subject  will  be  re-coramitted 
to  the  comnulteeon  the  legislative  department, 
and  that  they  will  report  back  a  recommenda- 
tion to  insert  "three-fourths"  instead  of  "one- 
half." 

I  do  not  think  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  .Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke,]  to  the  last  claiise  of 
the  section  has  much  force.  I  think  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  and  apparent  that  if  a  county  of  over 
five  thousand  inhabitants  shall  be  jiutiutoa  dis- 
trict  with  another  county,  she  will  be  entitled 
to  a  representative;  but  if  a  county  has  less 
than  five  thousand  inhabitants  is  attached  to 
another  county,  they  can  only  get  one  represent- 
ative between  them.  The  great  difficulty  in 
this  matter  is  in  saying,  that  a  county  which 
has  a  i)opulation  equal  to  one-half  of  the  ratio  is 
entitled  to  representation,  and  for  that  reason  I 
would  ask,  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
report  that  "  three-fourths"  be  submitted  in 
place  of  "one-half."  I  think  it  must  strike  the 
mind  of  every  one  here,  that  the  provision  con- 
tained in  this  section  will  work  a  great  deal  of 
hardship,  and  will  create  much  dissatisfaction, 
and,  therefore,  that  we  had  better  remedy  the 
difficulty,  and  establish  a  different  basis. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  call  for  the  previous  qnesfionwas  second- 
ed, and  the  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be 
put. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Johnson,  [Mr. 
Clarke,]  that  tlie  article  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment be  re-committed  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  that  sul)jcct,  with  instructions  to  so 
amend  the    thirty-lifth  section  that  it  will  read  : 

"|The  senate  shall  not  consist  of  more   than 
fifty   members,     nor     the    house    of    represen- 
tatives of  more    than    one    hundred;  and    they 
shall  be  apportioneil  among  the  several  counties  j 
and  representative  <listricts  of  the  state,  accord-  '■ 
Jng  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in    eacli,  | 
upon  ratios  to  be  fixed  by  law;  Provided,     That  | 
no    re[)resontative  district    shall    contain   more  ' 
than  four  orgmizcd  counties,  and    shall   be    en- 
titled to  one  representative.     Every  county,  and  ! 
each  district  whicli  sliall  have  a   number  of  in- j 
liabitaiits  equal  to  one  half  uf  the  r:ilio  fixed    by  | 
law,  shall  hij    entitled    to    one   ropre.^eiiiative  ;  i 
and  any  one  county    containing   in    addition    to  I 
the    ratio    fixed  by    law  a  fraction  of   one-half  j 
of  that  number,  shall  be    entitled    to   one    iiddi.l 


tional    representative;    Provided  further,  That 
i  no  floating  district  shall  hereafter  be  formed. 
The    question  was    then    taken,  by  yeas  and 

nays,  upon    the   motion    to    recommit,  with  in- 
:  structions,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to;  yeas  13, 
'  nays  19,  as  follows  : 
I      Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 

of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,    Emerson.  Gower, 

Marvin,  Peters,  Scott,  Skiff,  Wnrreu,  Wilson  and 

Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark,  of  Alamakeo, 
Day,^  Edw^irds,  Gibson,  Gillaspj',  Gray,  Hall, 
Harris,  lljllingsworth,  Johnston,  Palmer," Parvin, 
Patterson,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Todhuuter, 
Traer  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  wish  to  say  in  explanation 
of  my  vote,  tliat  after  a  careful  investigation  of 
this  section,  1  have  come  to  a  different  conclu- 
sion from  what  I  entertained  some  time  since 
with  regard  to  the  construction  to  be  put  upon 
that  clause.  Not  viewing  it  now  in  the  liglit  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  regards  it,  I 
voted  -'no." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  now  move  that 
this  article  be  recommitted  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  insert  "three-fourths" 
in  the  place  of  "one-half,"  in  the  latter  portion 
of  the  section,  so  that  it  would  then  read — 

♦'Every  county. and  each  district,  which  shall 
have  a  number  of  inhabitants  equal  to  (hr^e- 
quarters  of  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  representative  ;  and  any  one  county 
containing  in  addition  to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law, 
three-fourths  of  that  number  or  more,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  additional  representative;  Pro- 
vided, further,  that  no  floating  district  shall 
hereafter  be  formed." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  motion  made  by  .^tr.  Clarke  of 
Henry,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  12,  nays 
'!•!,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gower,  Mar- 
vin, Scott,  Skiff,  Warren  and  Young. 

Nays — Mi'ssrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakce,  Day, 
Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  (!ray,  Hall, 
Harris,  HoUingsworth,  Juhnstou,  Palmer,  Pai- 
vin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely, 
Todhunter,  Traer  and  Winchester. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  convention,  to  insert  "two- 
thirds  "  in  the  place  of  '•  one  half,"  in  this  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  hope  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Henry  will  be  agreed  to.  The 
fact  is,  in  our  great  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  the 
floating  system,  we  are  about  to  adopt  a^system 
ten  times  wors(!  than  that.  It  will  give  the 
legislature  an  opportunity  to  gerrymander  the 
Slate,  an<l  they  may  so  alter  the  ratio  that  cer- 
tain counties  may  be  left  with  a  population  just 
below  the  ratio,  and  thus  be  deprived  of  their 
proper  representation.     There  is  no  State  in  the 
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Union  where   such  a  system   for  dividing   the  |  cause  I  have  any  objection  to  the  location  of 
State  has  been  adopted.  either  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.     I  desire   to  say  in  ex- 

for 


The  question  was  then   taken,  by  yeas    and  ,        t  i  )> 

nays,  upon  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Clarke  of   planation  of  my  vote,  that  I  voted   'no 
Henry,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to  ;  yeas  13,  nays    the  reason  I,  have  given  m  regard  to  voting  u 
on   q,  f,-,iinvvs-  Other  propositions,  that  I  am  opposed  to  im 


pon 
ncor- 


20,  as  follows :  i  oiuer  prop       ,.-,.,.    ^ -.-,,     .         .. 

'  m,     n      -J     i    HT  Tj     !,«...  Piorto    porating  anything  of  this  kind  into  the  consti 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Banker,  Clarke  >y  o      j         o 

of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  \  t^tion. 
Hollingsworth,  Scott,  Skitf,  Warren,  Wilson  and  ' 


Young 

iNays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Day,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Seely,  Todhunter,  Traer 
and  Winchester. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  question  now  before 
the  convention  is,  "Shall  the  article  pass?" 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  article  was  passed;  yeas  30,  nays 
4,  as  follows : 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth, 
Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters, 
Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  Winchester 
and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  and  Gower. 

State  Capitol  a?id   University. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
on  revision,  reported  back  the  article  with  re- 
gard to  the  location  of  the  seat  of  government 
and  the  State  University,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  1.  The  seat  of  government  is  hereby  per- 
manently established,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  at 
the  city  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  county  of  Polk, 
and  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  in  the 
county  of  Johnson." 

The  article  having  been  read  the  third  time — 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  or- 
dered upon  its  final  passage. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  article  was  passed  ;  yeas  22,  nays 
12,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke 
of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards, 
Gibson,  (Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hollingsworth, 
Johnston,  Palmer,  Patterson,  Price,  Robinson, 
Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter  and 
Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Emerson,  Gower,  Gray,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Peters, 
Traer.  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  desire  to  say  in  explanation 
of  the  vote  1  gave  upon  this  question,   that  I 


Executive  Departments 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
on  revision,  reported  back  the  article  on  the  ex- 
ecutive department,  a.s  follows: 

Article  4. — Executive  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Chief  Magistrate,  who 
shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  electors  at  the  time  and  place  of  voting 
for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall 
hold  his  ofiice  two  years  from  the  time  of  his  in- 
stallation, and  until  his  successor  shall  be  elect- 
ed and  qualified. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  a  Lieutenant  Governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  two  years,  and  be  elect- 
ed at  the  same  time  of  the  Governor.  In  voting 
for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  theelec- 
tors  shall  designate  for  whom  they  vote  as  Gov- 
ernor, and  for  whom  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  be  sealed  up  and 
transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed 
to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the  presence 
of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  4.  The  persons  respectively  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor  and  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  ; 
but  in  case  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  an 
equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  for 
either  office,  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by 
joint  vote,  forthwith  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the 
said  persons  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  5.  Contested  elections  for  Governor,  or 
Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  be  determined  by  the 
General  Assembly,  in  such  manner  as  may  bo 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice of  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  who 
shall  not  ha\  e  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  a  resident  of  the  State  two  years  next  prece- 
ding the  election,  and  attained  the  p.ge  of  thirty 
years  at  the  time  of  said  election. 

Sec.  7.     The  Governor  shall  be  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia,  the   army,  and  navy  of 
this  State. 
!      Sec.  8.     He  shall  transact  all  executive  busi- 


consider  this  provision  endangers  the  adoption   ness  with  the  officers  of  government,  civil  and 
of  the  constitution.     I  did  not  vote  "  no  "  be- 1  military,  and  may  require  information  in  writing 
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from  tlic  ofTicers  of  the  Executive  Department  i  resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  othn- disa- 
iipon  any  subject  reUuins  to  the  duties  of  their  j  bi'itj  of  the  Governor,  the  powers  and  duties  of 
respective  offices.  i  the  office,  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  or  until  ho 

Sec.  9.  lie  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  are  j  shall  be  acquitted,  or  the  disability  removed, 
faitbfully  executed.  shall  devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Sec.  10.  When  any  office  shall,  from  any  j  Sec.  IS.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be 
rause,  become  vacant,  and  no  mode  is  provided  \  President  of  the  Senate,  butshallonly  vote  when 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  for  filliug  Mich  va-  :  tlie  Senate  is  equally  divided :  and  in  case  of  bis 


cancy,  the  Governor  shall  have  pow'er  to  fill  such 
vacancj',  b^'  granting  a  commission,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  or  at  the  next  election  by  the 
people. 

Sec.  11.     He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 


absence  or  impeachn\ent,  or  when  he  shall  exer- 
cise the  office  of  Governor,  the  Senate  shall 
choose  a  President  pro  tempore. 

Sec.  19.  If  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  while 
acting  as  Governor,  shall  be  impeached,  dis- 
placed, resign,  or  die,    or  otherwise  become  in- 


conveue  the  General  Assembly  by  proclamation,  I  capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the  office,  the 
and  shall  state  to  both  Houses,  when  assembled.  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  shall  act  as 
the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  have  been  con-  i  Governor  until  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or  the  disa- 
vened.  i  bility   removed  ;    and   if  the    Tresidcnt  of    the 

Sec.  12.  He  shall  communicate,  by  messare,  |  Senate,  for  any  of  the  above  causes,  shall  bo 
to  the  General  Assembly,  at  every  regular  ses- !  rendered  incapable  of  performing  the  duties  ]icr- 
.sion,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  I  taining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  the  same  shall 
such  matters  as  he  shall  deem  expedient.  |  devolve  upon  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Ptep- 

Sec.  13.     In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  \  resentatives. 
two  Houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjourn- 1      Sec.  20.     There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State, 
ment,  the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  adjourn    which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governor,  and  used 
the  General  Assembly  to   such  time  as  he  may    by  him  officially,  and  "shall  be  called  the  Great 
think  proper;   Provided,  it  be  not    beyond  the  i  Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 
time  fixed  for  the   regular  meeting  of  the  next        g^^.,  ^i.     All  -rants  and  commissions  shall  bo 


General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  No  person  shall,  while  holding  any 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
or  this  State,  execute  the  office  of  Governor,  or 
Lieutenant  Governor,  except  as  hcreiuafter  ex- 
presrly  yirovided. 

Sec.  15.  The  official  terra  of  the  Governor, 
find  Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  commence  on  the 
second  Monday  of  January  next  after  their  elec- 
tion, and  continue  for  two  years,  and  until  their 


in  the  name-and  by  the  authority  nf  the  people 
.if  the  State  of  Iowa,  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal 
of  this  State,  signed  by  the  Governor,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  22.  A  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  rf 
Public  AvL'nunts,  and  Treasurer  of  State,  shall 
be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors,  who  shall 
continue  in  office  two  years,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are   elected  and  qualified  ;  and  perform 


successors  are  elected  and  qualified.     The  Lieu- 1  "'^'^^  ^''^"''  ""^  "^^^^'  ^^  required  by  law 


tenant  Governor,  whileactingas  Governor,  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  as  provided  for  Governor; 
and  whil ;  presiding  in  the  Senate  shall  receivt* 
as  CDmpcnsition  therefor,  the  same  mileatre,  and 
double  the  per  diem  pay  provided  fur  a  Senator, 
aud  none  other. 

Sec.  16.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to 
grant  reprieves,  commutations  and  pardons,  af- 
ter conviction,  for  all  o(}onsesexcei)t  treason  and 
cases  of  impeachment,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  provided  by  law.     Upon  convic 


Jlr.  WILSON.  I  proposea  verbal  am^mdment 
in  the  ihnti-tuth section,  to  strike  out  the  words 
••  pi-ovide.i  it  l>o  not,"  and  insert  "  but  no  such 
a.iJDurumeut  shall  be." 

io  tlial  the  section  will  read — 

'•  In  case  of  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment, 
tiie  Governor  sliall  have  power  to  adjourn  Iho 
General  Assembly  to  such  time  as  he  may  think 
proper;  but  no  such  adjournment  shall  be  be- 
vond  the    time  fixed  for  the  regular  meeting  of 


lion  for  treason,  ho  shall  have  power  to  suspend  |  the  next  General  Assembly. 

the  execution  of  the  sentence  until  the  case  shall  |      i  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  convcn- 

bc  reported  to  the  General  A'-sembly  at  its  next    tion  to  make  the  amendment. 

meeting,  when  the  General  Assemblv  shall  cither 


grant  u  pardon,  commute  the  sentence,  direct 
execution  of  the  sentence,  or  grant  a  furtlier  ri;- 
prievc.  Ho  shall  have  power  to  remit  tines  and 
forfeitures,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law  ;  and  shall  report  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  nt  its  next  meeting,  each  case  nf 
reprieve,   commutation,  or  pardon   granted,  and 


There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment to  the  twenty-second  section,  to  strike  out 
"public  accounts,'  nnd  insert  •'  State"  in  lieu 
thereof,  so  that  tlie  section  would  read — 

"A  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  of  State,  and 


tii'j  reasons  therefor;  nnd  also  all  persons  in  j  Treasurer  of  .Slate,  shall  he  elected  by  the  qual 
wlio^c  favor  remission  of  fines  nnd  furfeitures  ified  electors,  who  shall  continue  in  ofiice  two 
shall  iiavc  been  made,  and  the  several  amounts  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
remitted.  qualified:  and  perform  such  duties   as  maybe 

Sec.  17.     In  case  of  the  death,  impeachment,  ;  required  by  law." 
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There  being  no  objection,  tlie  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  would  suggest 
that  in  section  twenty-one  the  word  "  this"  be- 
fore the  words  "StLit3"be  ^^tricken  out,  and 
that  the  word  "the"  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof, 
so  that  the  section  would  read — 

"All  grants  and  commissions,  &c.,  shall  be 
sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  signed 
by  the  Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State." 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
article. 

ypon  this  question — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  article  was  passed;  yeas  35,  nays  none. 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson, 
Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  HoUings- 
worth,  Johnston,  fiiarvin.  Palmer,  Parvin,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seely, 
Skifl",  Solomon,  Todiiunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wil- 
son, Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — none. 

Judicial  Department. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
on  revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  upon  the  judicial  department,  which  was 
then  read  the  third  time. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made  to  the 
article. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  was  not  here  when  this  article 
was  passed  upon,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  pre- 
sumption for  me  at  this  late  hour  to  ask  for  the 
amendment  I  desire.  I  desire  to  strike  out  from 
the  tenth  section  the  words,  "  but  such  increase 
or  diminution  shall  not  be  more  than  one  dis- 
trict, or  one  judge  of  either  court  at  any  one 
session;"  so  that  if  the  legislature  shall  think 
proper  to  increase  or  diminish  the  number  of 
districts  more  than  one  at  a  session,  they  may 
do  so. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  cannot  consent 
to  that.  Our  very  object  was  to  restrain  the 
legislature  from  doing  what  they  did  last  winter, 
making  their  districts  to  suit  their  cfindidates. 

Objection  being  made,  the  ameadmcnc  could 
not  be  received. 

The  question  was  then  stated  upon  tlie  passage 
of  the  article,  which,  asamended  upon  its  second 
and  third  reading,  is  as  follows: 

Article  5. — Judicial  Department. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Supremo  Court,  District  Courts,  and  such 


other  Courts,  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  as 
the  General  Assembly  may,  from  time  to  time, 
establish. 

Sec.  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of 
three  Judges,  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  bold  Court. 

Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
State,  and  shall  hold  their  Court  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe. The  Supreme  Judges,  so  elected,  shall 
be  classified,  so  that  one  Judge  shall  go  out  of 
olfice  every  two  years  ;  and  the  Judge  holding 
the  shortest  term  of  office  under  such  classifica- 
tion, shall  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  during 
his  term,  and  so  on  in  rotation.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  their  terms  of  otEce,  under  such  clas- 
sification, the  term  of  each  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  be  six  years,  and  until  his  successor 
shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified.  The 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  ineligible 
to  any  other  office  in  the  State,  during  the  term 
for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  4.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appel- 
late jurisdiction  only  in  all  cases  in  chancery, 
and  shall  constitute  a  Court  for  the  correction 
of  errors  at  law,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
General  Assembly  may,  by  law,  prescribe  ;  and 
shall  have  power  to  issue  all  writs  and  process 
necessary  to  secure  justice  to  parties,  and  exer- 
cise a  supervisory  control  over  all  inferior  ju- 
dicial tribunals  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  District  Court  shall  consist  of  a 
single  Judge,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qual- 
ified votes  of  the  District  in  which  he  resides. 
The  Judge  of  the  District  Court  shall  hold  his 
office  for  the  terra  of  four  years,  and  until  his 
successor  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified ; 
and  shall  be  ineligible  to  any  other  office,  except 
that  of  Supreme  Judge,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected. 

Sec.  6.  The  District  Court  shall  be  a  Court 
of  law  and  equity,  which  shall  bo  distinct  and 
separate  jurisdictions,  and  have  jurisdiction  in 
civil  and  criminal  matters  arising  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Dis- 
trict Courts  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace 
throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  S.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be, 
"  The  State  of  Iowa,"  and  all  prosecutions  shaU 
be  conducted  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  The  salary  of  each  Judge  of  the  Su- 
ireme  Court  shall  be  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  ;  and  that  of  each  District  Judge  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  until  the  year  1860; 
after  which  time,  they  shall  severally  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  General  Assembly 
may,  by  law,  prescribe ;  which  compensation 
shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the 
term  for  which  they  shall  have  been  ekcted. 

Sec.  10.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into 
eleven  Judicial  Districts;    and  after   the   year 
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1860,  the  General  Assembly  may  re-organize 
the  judicial  districts,  and  increase  or  diuiinisli 
the  number  of  districts,  or  the  number  of  Judges 
of  the  said  Court,  and  may  increase  the  number 
of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  but  such  in- 
crease or  diminution  shall  not  be  more  than  one 
district,  or  one  Judge  of  either  Court,  at  any  one 
session  ;  and  no  re-organization  of  the  districts, 
or  diminution  of  the  Judges,  shall  have  the  effect 
of  removing  a  Judge  from  olHce.  Such  re-or- 
ganization of  the  districts,  or  any  change  in  the 
boundaries  thereof,  or  increase  or  diminution  of 
the  number  of  the  Judges,  shall  take  place  every 
four  years  thereafter,  if  necessary,  and  at  no 
other  time. 

Sec.  11.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
District  Courts  shall  be  chosen  at  the  general 
election;  and  the  terra  of  office  of  each  Judge 
shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
after  his  election. 

Sec.  12.  TheGeneral  Assembly  shall  provide, 
bj'  law,  for  the  election  of  an  Attorney  General 
by  the  people,  whose  teim  of  office  shall  be  two 
years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected. 

Sec.  13.  The  qualified  electors  of  each  ju- 
dicial district  shall,  at  the  time  of  election  of 
District  Judge,  elect  a  District  Attorney,  who 
shall  be  a  resident  of  the  district  for  which  he  is 
elected,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
four  years, and  until  his  successor  shall  have  been 
elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  11.  It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  for  the  carrying  into  effect 
of  this  article,  and  to  provide  for  a  general 
system  of  practice  in  all  the  Courts  of  this  State. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  article  was  passed,  yeas  21,  nays  C — as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — The  President.  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunk- 
er, Clarke  of  llerry,  Clark  of  Johnson,  Day, 
Edwards,  Ells,  Gibson,  Gowcr,  Gray,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, lloUingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Patterson,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  See- 
ly,  SkiCT,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wan-en, 
AVilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Mes.srs.  Clark  of  Alamakcc,  Emerson, 
Gillaspy  and  Peters. 

Mil  ilia. 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Henry,  from  the  committeo  on 
revision,  reported  back  to  tiie  convention,  the 
article  upon  the  militia,  whicli  was  then  read  the 
third  time,  as  follows  : 

Article  G. — Mililia. 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  this  state  shall  be 
composed  of  all  able  bodied  wliite  male  citizens 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years,  except  such  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
exempt  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  state,  aud  shall  bo  armed,  cquijiped  and 
trained,  as  the  general  assembly  may  provide 
by  law. 


Sec  2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientious- 
ly scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace  :  Pro- 
vided, That  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  an 
equivalent  for  such  exemption  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  citizens. 

Sec.  3.  All  commissioned  officers  of  the  mil- 
itia, (staff  officers  excepted,)  shall  be  elected  by 
the  persons  liable  to  perform  military  duty,  and 
shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL, 

The  article  was  passed  by  acclamation. 

State  Debts. 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Henry,  from  the  committee  on 
revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  upon  state  debts,  which  was  then  read 
the  third  time. 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Johnson.  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
teniion  of  the  convention  to  a  conflict  between  the 
article  upon  state  debts  and  that  upon  corpo- 
rations. The  first  section  of  the  article  upon 
state  debts  provides : 

"The  credit  of  the  state  shall  not,  in  any 
manner,  be  given  or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of,  any 
individual,  association,  or  corporation  ;  and  the 
state  shall  never  assume,  or  become  responsible 
for,  the  debts  or  liabilities  of  any  individual,  as- 
sociation or  corporation." 

Section  three  in  the  article  upon  corporations 
reads  m  this  wise  : 

"The  stateshall  not  become  a  stockholder  in 
any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume  or  pay  the 
debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation,  unless  in- 
curred in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  article  on  state 
debts  prohibits  the  state  from  ever  becoming 
j  liable  for  any  corporation,  and  the  article  on  cor- 
porations permits  the  state  to  become  liable  for 
a  debt  incurred  in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  last  is  a  qualification  of  the 
first. 

Mr- WILSON.  I  intended  to  suggest  that 
this  clause  bo  added  to  tiie  article  on  state  debts, 
and  be  stricken  out  from  the  article  on  cor- 
porations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson, 

The  words  "unless  incurred  in  time  of  war 
for  the  benefit  of  the  state,"  were  added  to  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Iwill  call  attention  to  the 
close  of  the  fifth  section.  I  would  suggest  that 
it  should  read,  "and  such  law  shall  bo  publish- 
ed in  one  newspaper  at  least  in  each  county 
where  such  newspaper  is  published." 

Mr.  CLARKE  of  Johnson.  I  think  it  would 
read  better  the  other  way. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  I  think  the  article  reads 
better  as  it  is.  The  amendment  would  make  no 
difference  in  the  meaning.     It  is  only  the  differ- 
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ence  between  "  McCarty  came  out,"  and  "came 
out  McCarty."     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  GRAY  moved  to  add  the  letter  "s"  to  "pur- 
pose," in  the  last  line  but  one  of  section  four,  so 
as  to  read,  "to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
raised." 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Alamakee.  There  can  only 
be  one  purpose  for  any  one  such  debt.  It  might 
be  either  to  repel  invasion,  to  suppress  insur- 
rection, or  to  defend  the  state  in  war. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  am  not  particular  about  it. 
Section  six  strikes  me  as  particularly  awkward 
in  phraseology.  You  will  lind  the  words  "such 
law"  repeated  no  less  than  four  limes  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  "by  law"  in  the  same  section.  I  have 
no  amendment  to  propose,  however. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF, 

The  words  "by  law"  were  stricken  out,  there 
being  no  other  mode  in  which  the  legislature 
could  forbid  the  contracting  of  debts  or  liabil- 
ities. 

The  word  "thereof  "  was  substituted  for  "  of 
such  law,"  near  the  close  of  the  section. 

The  article  as  amended  upon  its  second  and 
third  readings,  is  as  follows  : 

Article  7. — Siate  Debts. 

Section  1.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not, 
in  any  manner,  be  given  or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid 
of,  any  individual,  association,  or  corporation ; 
and  the  State  shall  never  >  ssume,  or  become  re- 
sponsible for,  the  debts  or  liabilities  of  any  in- 
dividual, association,  or  corporation,  unless  in- 
curied  in  time  of  war,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
State. 

Sec.  2.  The  State  may  contract  debts  to  sup- 
ply casual  deficits  or  failures  in  revenues,  or  to 
meet  expenses  not  otherwise  provided  for ;  but 
the  aggregate  amount  of  such  debts,  direct  and 
contingent,  whether  contracted  by  virtue  of  one 
or  more  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time,  shall  never  exceed  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars; 
and  the  money  arising  from  the  creation  of  such 
debts  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  obtained,  or  to  repay  the  debts  so  con- 
tracted, and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  All  losses  to  the  permanent,  school,  or 
university  fund  of  this  State,  which  shall  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  defalcation,  mismanage- 
ment or  fraud  of  the  agents  or  officers  control- 
ling and  managi.  g  the  same,  shall  be  audited 
by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  State.  The 
amount  so  audited  shall  be  a  permanent  funded 
debt  against  the  State,  in  favor  of  the  respec- 
tive fund  sustaining  the  loss,  upon  which  not 
less  than  six  per  cent,  annual  interest  shall  be 
paid.  The  amount  of  liability  so  created  shall 
not  be  counted  as  a  part  of  the  indebtedness  au- 
thorized by  the  second  section  of  this  article. 

Sec.  4.  In  addition  to  the  above  limited  power 
to  contract  debts,  the  State  may  contract  debts 
to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection,  or  de- 
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fend  the  State  in  war;  but  the  money  arising 
from  the  debts  so  contracted  shall  be  applied  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  or  to  repay 
such  debts,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever.  . 

Sec.  5.  Except  the  debts  hereinbefore  speci- 
fied in  this  article,  no  debt  shall  be  hereafter 
contracted  by,  or  on  behalf  of  this  State,  unless 
such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  some  law  for 
some  single  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly 
specified  therein ;  and  such  law  shall  impose 
and  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  annual 
tax,  suflicient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt, 
as  it  falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge 
the  principal  of  such  debt,  within  twenty  years 
from  the  time  of  the  contracting  thereof;  but 
no  such  law  shall  take  effect  until  at  a  general 
election  it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  for  and  against  it  at  such  election  ; 
and  all  money  raised  by  authority  of  such  law, 
shall  be  applied  only  to  the  specific  object  there- 
in stated,  or  to  the  paj-ment  of  the  debt  created 
thereby ;  and  such  law  shall  be  published  in  at 
least  one  newspaper  in  each  county,  if  one  is 
published  therein,  throughout  the  State,  for 
three  months  preceding  the  election  at  which  it 
is  submitted  to  the  people. 

Sec.  6.  The  legislature  may,  at  any  time,  after 
the  approval  of  such  law  by  the  people,  if  no 
debt  shall  have  been  contracted  in  pursuance 
thereof,  repeal  the  same ;  and  may,  at  any  time, 
forbid  the  contracting  of  any  further  debt,  or 
liability,  under  such  law;  but  the  tax  imposed 
by  such  law,  in  proportion  to  the  debt  or  liabil- 
ity which  may  have  been  contracted  in  pursu- 
ance thereof,  shall  remain  in  force  and  be  irre- 
pealable,  and  be  annually  collected,  until  the 
principal  and  interest  are  fully  paid. 

Sec.  7.  Every  law  which  imposes,  continues, 
or  revives  a  tax,  shall  distinctly  state  the  tax, 
and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  ;  and 
it  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  any  other 
law  to  fix  such  tax  or  object. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  article — 

Mr.  TRAER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
upon  the  passage  of  the  article,  it  was  agreed 
to  ;  yeas  35,  najs  0,  as  follows: 

Y^eas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke 
of  Johnson,  Day,  Edwards,  Ells,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris,  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  See- 
ly.  Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren, 
Wilson,  Winchester  and  Y'oung. 
•    Nays — None. 

State  Capitol  and  University. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  given  here  this  evening,  locating 
the  capitol  at  Des  Moines,  and  the  University  at 
Iowa  City. 


1022 


THANKS  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONVENTION,  &C.      [38th  Day. 


•Wednesday] 


GILLASPY—JOIINSTON—GKAT— CLARK— CLARKE,  of  H. 


[Diarcli  4tli 


Mr    GlLL'VSPy.     We  have  had  enough  of  pay  the  debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation,  un- 
that  subject;!  move  the  previous  question.  |  less  incurred  in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of  the 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  to  I  State.  . 

reconsider,  it  was  rejected.  !      Sec.  4.     ^o  political  or  municipal  corporatiou 

I  shall  become  a  stockholder  in  any  banking  cor- 

_      .  in       j^j  .^  .1-  /-»/,« i-.«/trtn       I  poration,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Thankt  to  the  Prettdent  of  the  Conitntion.      j  r  »  j  j 

1      Sec.  5.     No  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  au- 

Mr  JOHNSTON.     I  offer  the  following  reso- !  thorizing  corporations  or  associations  with  bank- 

..'.*''  j  ing  powers,  nor  sLall  amendments  thereto  take 

"'     ■        ,    „,,,.,      ,i,„„i..,  -^f  tViie  ponvpn- '  effect,  or  in  any   manner  be   in   force,  until  the 

'^Hesolved,    That  the  thank,  of  this  ^onven J  g^^.'^i,^,!!  1,^/e  been  submitted,  separately,  to 

tion  be  hereby  tendered  to  the  Ho.°-  *'^^°"^, Lw  i.eonle    at  a   sreneral  or   soecial  election    as 

Snrinc^er  for  the  able  and  impaVtial  discharge  of  ^^^  ^^°P/?'     ,  ^   ^    u     l  [,  ^?i     ^7°"°°'  ''^ 

springer  lor  iul  iimi,  r  „„„^„„.;.,,  »  provided  by  law,  to  be  held  not  less  than  three 

hia  (liitips  as  President  ol  this  convention.  ■  .1       r/      .,  e  .\  .        j    t    u 

ni3  uuiits  as  j:icsi>.io  ,  months  after   the  passage  of  the  act,  and  shall 

I  otter  this  resolution  at  this  time  tor  the^rea- 1  j^^^g  been   approved  by  a  majority  of  all  the 

,  ....*„   „„^«  ,r,      o  electors  voting  for  and  against  it  at  such  elec- 


Bon  that  several  members  expect  to  leave  in  the 
morning,  and  I  wish  the  vote  to  be  taken  in  a 
full  convention.  I  desire  to  say  further,  that  1 
believe  this  resolution  expresses  the  feelings  ol 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  politically  asso- 
ciated ;  and  I  think  the  convention  are  very 
much  indebted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  du- 
ties of  the  Chair  have  been  discharged,  for  the 
expedition  of  business.  1  hope  the  resolution 
■will  be  adopted  by  acclamation. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  acclamation, 
and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  offer  the  following  resolution : 
•'Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  conven- 
tion be  authorized  and  invited  to  remove  asd 
retain  at  his  pleasure,  the  chair  which  he  has 
BO  ably  occupied  during  his  presidency  of  this 
convention." 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say,  in  support  of  this 
resolution,  that  there  has  been  a  precedent  for  it 
in  other  and  similar  conventions.  It  was  done 
in  Ohio.  It  is  a  matter  of  compliment  to  the 
President. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  CLARK,  of   Alamakee,  moved  that  the 
convention  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Corporationt 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 

of  revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  on  corporations,  which  was  then  read 
the  third  time,  as  follows: 

Article  8. — Corporations, 

oectiou  1.  No  corporation  shall  be  created 
by  special  laws  ;  but  the  General  .Assembly  shall 
provide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization 
of  all  corporations  hereafter  to  be  created,  ex- 
cept as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  The  property  of  all  corporations  for 
pecuniary  profit,  now  existing,  or  bereatter  cre- 
Hted,  shall  forever  be  subject  to  taxation,  the 
same  as  property  of  individuals. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  not  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume  or 


tion. 

Sec.  G.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section,  the  General  Assembly  may  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  a  State  bank  with 
branches,  in  addition  to  banks  provided  for  by 
general  law. 

Sec.  1.  If  a  State  bank  be  established,  it  shall 
be  founded  on  an  actual  specie  basis,  and  the 
branches  shall  be  mutually  responsible  for  each 
other's  liabilities  upon  all  paper  credit  issued  as 
money. 

Sec.  8.  If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be  en- 
acted, it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and  coun- 
tersigning, by  an  officer  of  State,  of  all  bills,  or 
paper  credit  designed  to  circulate  as  money,  and 
require  security  to  the  full  amount  thereof,  to 
be  deposited  with  the  State  Tieasurer,  in  United 
States  stocks,  or  in  interest  paying  stocks  of 
States  in  good  credit  and  standing,  to  be  rated 
at  ten  per  cent,  below  their  average  value  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  for  the  thirty  days  next  pre- 
ceding their  deposit;  and  in  case  of  a  deprecia- 
tion of  any  portion  of  said  stocks,  to  the  amount 
of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  dollar,  the  bank  or  banks 
so  depositing  shall  be  required  to  make  up  said 
deficiency  by  depositing  additional  stocks.  Said 
law  shall  also  provide  for  the  recording  of  the 
names  of  all  stockholders  in  such  corporations, 
the  amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  the  time  of 
any  transfer,  and  to  whom. 

Sec.  9.  Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  cor- 
poration or  institution  shall  be  individually  re- 
sponsible and  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and 
above  the  amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held,  to 
an  amount  equal  to  his  or  her  respective  shares 
80  held,  for  all  of  its  liabilities,  accruing  while  he 
or  she  remains  such  a  stockholder. 

Sec.  10.  In  case  of  the  insolvency  of  any 
banking  institution,  the  bill-holders  shall  have 
a  preference  over  its  other  creditors. 

Sec.  II.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  banking  institutions  shall  never  be  permitted 
or  sanctioned. 

Sec.  12.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  ar- 
ticle, the  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to 
amend  or  repeal  all  laws  for  the  organization  or 
creation  of  corporations,  or  granting  of  special 
or  exclusive  privileges  or  immunities,  by  a  vote 
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of  two-tbirds  of  each  branch  of  the  General  As- 
sembly ;  and  no  exclusive  privileges,  except  as 
in  tills  article  provided,  shall  ever  be  granted. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  is  an  am- 
biguity in  the  eighth  section.     It  reads  : 

"  And  in  case  of  a  depreciation  of  any  por- 
tion of  said  stocks,  to  the  amount  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  dollar,  the  bank  or  banks  so  de- 
positing shall  bo  required  to  make  up  said  de- 
ficiency." 

This  might  be  construed  to  refer  to  all  the 
banks  to  make  up  the  deficiency  arising  from 
the  depreciation  of  the  stock  deposited  by  any 
one  of  them.  I  move  to  strike  out  "so  deposi- 
ting," and  to  insert  in  place  thereof  the  words 
"owning  said  stocks." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson, 

The  word  "and"  was  inserted  to  unite  the 
last  sentence  with  the  preceding,  in  the  same 
section,  all  referring  to  the  same  law. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  have  a  little  batch  of  correc- 
tions to  propose.  I  desire  to  strike  out  the  first 
clause  of  section  one,  which  seems  to  be  quite 
unnecessary;  to  strike  out  "no  corporation 
shall  be  creat'  d  by  special  laws  ;  but,"  so  as  to 
commence,  "The  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
vide by  general  laws,"  &c. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  is  another 
reason  for  that,  which  to  my  mind,  is  exceed- 
ingly forcible.  The  succeeding  sections  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Bank,  which 
must  be  done  by  special  laws ;  so  that  this  comes 
in  conflict  with  section  six. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  object.  I  wish 
to  look  at  it  a  little.  I  fear  that  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  allow  the  legislature  to  pass  special 
laws  to  create  incorporations. 

Mr.  GRAY.     No,  sir;  it  will  not. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  wish  to  satisfy 
myself  of  that. 

Mr.  GRAY.     It  would  then  read — 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  provide,  by 
general  law,  for  the  organization  of  all  corpora- 
tions hereafter  to  be  created,  except  as  herein- 
after provided." 

The  first  clause  does  not  limit  the  power  any 
more  than  the  other.  The  last  clause  limits  the 
power  as  much  as  both  together. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  think  both  are 
unnecessary,  and  I  shall  object. 

Mr.  MARV^IN.  It  makes  a  very  good  pream- 
ble, and  I  prefer  to  have  it  there. 

Mr.  GRAY.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  bung- 
ling to  have  such  a  variety  of  unnecessary  con- 
junctions and  negatives.  I  proceed,  however, 
to  move  to  stiike  out  the  word  "forever" 
from  section  two.     It  is  a  mere  expletive. 

Tbe  amen  Iment,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  for- 
ever," was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAY  moved  to  amend  section  three  by 
inserting   the   words,   "such   debt    or  liability 


shall  have  been,"  after  "  unless ;"  to  make  it 
more  definite. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  will  move  to 
strike  out  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  first  clause  rends  :  "The 
State  shall  not  become  a  stock-holder  in  any 
corporation."  The  remainder  of  the  section  we 
have  provided  for  in  the  article  upon  State 
debts,  and  it  would  only  be  re-asserting  the 
same  thing  to  retain  it  hiere.  I  propose,  there- 
fore, to  recain  the  first  clause,  which  is  not  pro- 
vided for  elsewhere,  and  to  strike  out  merely  the 
latter  portion  of  the  section. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee  objected  to  the 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAY— 

Several  merely  verbal  amendments  were 
adopted  without  debate. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  move  to  amend  section  seven, 
by  striking  out  the  words  "paper  credit  issued," 
and  inserting,  "notes,  bills,  and  other  issues  in- 
tended to  circulate."  I  have  some  doubt  about 
the  word  "credit,"  in  connection  with  paper  ;  it 
implies  faith,  reliance. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  GRAY.  The  same  phraseology  occurs 
again  in  section  eight ;  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  require  the  term  to  be  used  more  than 
once.  It  can  be  struck  out  here,  and  retained 
there. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  acquiesced  in  that 
suggestion,  and  the  amendment  was  made. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  insert  the  word 
"also"  in  section  six,  after  "may,"  and  I  do  it 
for  this  purpose.     The  first  section  reads  : 

"  No  corporation  shall  be  created  by  special 
laws  ;  but  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide, 
by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of  all  cor- 
porations hereafter  to  be  created,  except  as  here- 
inafter provided." 

Now  if  the  sixth  section  passes  without  any- 
thing to  connect  it  with  the  first,  the  construc- 
tion may  be  given,  that  the  State  Bank  will 
have  to  be  created  by  a  general  law. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  My  impression  is, 
that  when  it  passed,  that  would  be  found  to  con- 
flict. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  suggest  that  this  ques- 
tion was  brought  up  a  few  days  since,  and  the 
convention  agreed  in  committee  to  make  the  cor- 
rection ;  but  I  see  that  the  correction  has  not 
been  made. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unnec- 
essary in  section  nine,  to  use  the  feminine  gender. 
It  is  well  known  that  in  all  judicial  decisions, 
the  word  "  man"  is  construed  to  refer  to  the 
whole  human  family,  including  man  and  woman, 
I  propose  to  amend  this  section  by  striking  out 
these  unnecessary  phrases.  It  is  a  merely  ver- 
bal correction.      I  think  the  section  reads  awk- 
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wardly   now.     I  would  suggest   that  it  read  as 
follows  : 

'•  Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  corporation 
or  institution  shall  be  individually  responsible 
aud  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and  above  the 
anmunt  of  his  stock,  to  an  amount  equal  to  his 
respective  shares  so  held,  for  all  its  liabilities, 
accruing  while  he  remains  such  stockholder. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  move  that  that  be  referred  to 
the  military  committee.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  CL.A.RKE.  of  Johnson.  I  do  not  like  the 
modification,  although  I  think  there  might  be 
some  improvement.  I  do  not  think  it  reads  any 
more  smoothly. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  should  not  object  to  any  im- 
provement. The  modification  seemed  to  me  to 
make  the  section  read  more  intelligibly. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  I  will  make  no  opposition  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  object.  I  think  it  reads 
better  as  it  is. 

Objection  being  made,  the  amendment  was 
not  received. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  rise  here,  sir,  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion. I  hold  in  ray  hand  the  newspaper  known 
as  the  "Daily  Evening  Reporter,"  published  in 
this  city,  dated  February  28,  in  which  I  find  that 
four  members  of  the  democratic  party  upon  this 
floor,  are  held  up  to  the  public  gaze  as  the  only 
democrats  in  this  convention.  So  far  as  those 
gentlemen  are  concerned,  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  ;  but  that  is  followed  l>y  an  article  reading 
every  other  democrat  upon  this  floor  out  of  the 
party.     The  article  is  as  follows  : 

"  A\ti-Baxk  Mkmbers.— AYE'rS,  EMERSON, 
PETERS,  SOLOMON.  The  above  gentlemen 
are  announced  to  us  as  the  regular,  genuine, 
JIard-monei/  Anti-Bank  Members  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention— a  very  respectable  and 
worthy  '^Quartette"  of  Independent  Democrats: 
but,  of  course,  not  leaven  enough  to  leaven  the 
lump;  consequently,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  latter 
will  originate  a  \(iTy  unpalataUe  as  \Se\\  as  indi- 
gfMihU  loaf  for  the  dear  Shinplaster-lovinc 
People."  ^ 

I  desire  to  say,  as  a  democratic  member  of 
this  convention,  that  I  came  hero  to  represent, 
not  only  the  democratic  party  of  ray  county,  or 
•  listrict,  or  the  deinocratio  party  of  the  State, 
but,  80  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  rejiresent  the  great 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  entire  people  of  the 
State.  I  am  certain  that  by  my  vote  here  for 
tlie  adoption  of  the  article  on  incorporations,  I 
kIiaU  represent  four-lifths  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  my  county.  I  repudiate  the  idea  that 
the  «>ditor  of  this  paper  shall  assume  to  himself 
the  province  of  reading  out  of  the  democratic 
party  any  of  the  memhers  of  that  party— and  I 
s=peak  more  particularly  for  myself- who  were 
democrats  belbro  ho  was  born,  and  who  have 
bien  democrats  a  good  deal  longer  than  he  has 
bcfvi  of  late  J-ears.  I  undertake  to  say  that  I 
have  always    been,  as   I   am    now,  in    favor    of 


banks  upon  a  sound  and  safe  basis.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  four-fitths  of  the  people  of  this  State 
are  in  favor  of  such  banks.  This  article  is  not 
just  what  we  desire ;  but  1  shall  vote  for  it,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  best  thing  we  can  do.  I  am 
willing  that  the  people  should  have  the  right  to 
determine  this  question  for  themselves,  fhave 
no  doubt  that  these  four  gentlemen  all  voted 
honestW;  but  I  have  no  idea  that  : he  o-entle- 
man  from  Mills,  [Mr.  Solomon.]  or  any*"  other 
one  of  them,  would  have  been  willing  to  assume 
the  entire  responsibility  of  defeating  this  article. 
I  wish  merely  to  say  that  I  repudiate  this  whole 
article,  and  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  that 
wrote  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  .allowed  to  say  a  single  word  in  defence 
of  my  constituents,  who  are  assailed  at  this  late 
hour  by  their  political  friends.  I  desire  to  say 
that  1  think  the  editor  of  that  paper,  when  he 
comes  to  read  our  article  on  corporations,  will 
take  back  all  he  has  said  ;  and  he  will  not' only 
concede  that  the  gentleman  is  a  "  hard-money'" 
man,  but  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  re- 
publican party  deserve  the  same  title.  I  think 
the  gentleman's  orthodoxy  will  be  fully  satisfied 
when  the  editor  of  the  "  Reporter"  comes  to  read 
this  article. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  think  I  am  pe- 
culiarly capable  of  sympathizing  with  my  friend 
from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Glllaspy.J  I  can  appreciate 
his  wounded  feelings,  having  been  myself  read 
out  of  the  democratic  party  two  years  and  a  half 
ago.      (Laughter.) 

Mr.  GILLASPV.  But  I  am  in  the  democratic 
party,  and  the  gentleman  is  out  of  it  entirely. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege. 
I  do  not  think  these  outsiders  have  any  right  to 
come  into  this  family  quarrel.  It  is  not  a''  free 
fight"  at  all.  I  would  just  thank  them  t'>  mind 
their  own  business,  and  take  care  of  their  own 
family  quarrels  ;  aud  they  will  find  that  as  much 
as  they  can  attend  to.     (Laughter.] 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  am  sorry  for  my 
friend  from  Wapello's  wounded  feelings;  but 
I  am  happy  to  think  that  my  prophesy  is  about 
to  be  fullilled.  I  assured  him  that  we  should 
shako  hands  politically  before  many  years,  and 
I  see  he  is  coming  over. 

The  question  was  stated  upon  the  passage  of 
the  article. 


Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  article  was  passed ;  yeas  29,  nays  6,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Edwards,  Ells, 
Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hollingswdrth,  Johnston,  .Marvin,  Palmer,  Par- 
vin,  Patterson,  Price,  Robinson,  Scott,  Seelv, 
Skiff,  Todhuiiter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson,  AViii- 
chester  and  Young 
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Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Day, 
Emerson,  Peters  and  Solomon. 

Mr.  SIvIFF.  It  is  late,  and  the  Secretary  has 
a  great  deal  to  attend  to.  I  move  that  the  con- 
vention adjourn. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  We  have  gone  through  ten 
articles,  and  there  are  only  four  remaining.  1 
suppose  that  we  could  finish  in  perhaps  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  ;  and  we  shall  have  as  much 
as  we  can  do  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  hope  the  con- 
vention will  have  some  mercy  on  the  secretaries. 
They  will  have  to  work  here  all  night,  and  can- 
not have  the  journal  made  up  by  the  morning, 
if  we  sit  longer. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  also  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  convention  would  adjourn  for  the  sake  of  the 
secretary,  the  hour  being  late. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  convention  accordingly  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


Thursday,  March  5,  1857. 

The  Couventioa  met  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Pr.^yer  by  the  Chaplain. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  session  of  yester- 
day was  read  and  approved. 

Priniirif/  the  Constitution,  ^c. 

Mr.  SKIFF  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for 

the  purpose  of  getting copies  of  the  new 

constitution  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  convention  ;  and  that  said  committee  be 
instructed  to  proceed  and  procure  such  printing 
ready  for  distribution  to-morrow  morning  at  7 
o'clock." 

Mr.  HALL  having  suggested  that  each  mem- 
ber should  have  fifty  copies, 

Mr.  SKIFF  filled  the  blank  with  "  two  thou- 
sand." 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  would  ask  whether 
this  can  be  done  by  to-morrow  morning  ?  1 
sent  to  the  office  to  inquire  with  regard  to  it, 
and  the  answer  was  rather  indefinite. 

Mr.  HALL.  Our  printer  is  exceedingly  in- 
efficient, as  inefficient  as  it  is  possible  for  any- 
body to  be  ;  but  by  the  uniting  of  all  the  print- 
ing offices,  the  printing  can  be  done. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs.  Skiff  and 
Warren  as  said  committee. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  It  will  be  necessary  that 
the  matter  should  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
printers  ;  and  I  suggest  to  the  committee  the 
necessity  of  immediate  action. 

Mr.  SKIFF.     I  wish  first  to  make  a  motion. 


I  understand  that  our  daguerrean  artist,  J.  R. 
Ilartsock,  is  anxious  to  have  a  copy  of  the  de- 
bates. As  he  has  given  us  a  copy  of  our  faces, 
I  think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  that  we  should 
give  him  a  copy  of  our  debates.  I,  therefore, 
move  that  his  name  be  inserted  in  the  proper 
place. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  offer  the  following  resolution  : 
^^  Resolved,  That  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
this  convention  be  allowed  one  dollar  per  diem 
for  his  services  to  the  convention,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  heretofore  allowed  him,  making  six  dol- 
lars per  diem  during  the  attendance  of  the  con- 
vention." 

I  believe,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
that  the  two  secretariet  ought  to  be  put  upon  an 
equality.  There  is  no  difference  of  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  assistant  secre- 
tary and  his  ability  and  promptness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties;  and  I  hope  the  resolution 
will  be  adopted  without  debate  and  without  op- 
position. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Per  Diem  and  Mileage  of  Members. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  from  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures, reported  a  st-itement  with  regard  to 
the  joer  diem  and  mileage  of  members,  based  up- 
on the  number  of  miles  reported  to  the  secretary 
yesterday,  and  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
convention  would  adjourn  to-day. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  suppose  it  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  to-morrow,  and  if  that  is  the  intention 
of  the  convention,  it  would  be  better  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLARK  of  Alamakee.  For  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  sense  of  the  conventton.  I  will 
move  that  the  convention  adjourn  sine  die  on  or 
before  7  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  read,  stating 
that  the  members  were  entitled  to  one  hundred 
and  fort^  one  dollars  each  for  forty-seven  days, 
including  to-morrow,  the  President  being  entitl- 
ed to  double  pay,  or  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  dollars  ;  and  for  mileage  as  foilows  : 

Miles.  Mileage. 
The  President,  -  -  -  66  $9  90 
Messrs.  Ayres,     -     -     -  260         39  00 

Bunker, 34  5  lO 

Clark,  of  Alamakee,  -  600  90  00 
Clarke,  of  Henry,  -  -  120  18  00 
Clarke,  of  Johnson,     -      000         00  00 

Cotton, 200         30  GO 

Day, 328         49  20 

Edwards,       -     -     -     -     280        42  00 

Ells, 110        16  50 

Emerson,     -     .     .     .      040         96  00 
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Miles.  Mileage. 
Gibson,  -  -  -  -  .  C80  102  00 
Gillrtspy,  -  -  -  -  170  25  50 
Gower," ;)2  4  80 

Graj,         .        -        -        6G  9  90 

Hall,  -  -  -  400  60  00 
Harris,  -  -  -  260  39  00 
Ilollingswortb,         -  200         30  00 

Johnston,  -         -         2G0         39  00 

Marvin,  -         -  136         20  40 

Palmer,         -         -         -  200         30  00 
Parvin,         -         -         -      72         10  80 
'Patterson,         -         -        320         48  OO 
Peters,  -  -  720       108  00 

Price,  -  -  -  1000  loO  00 
Robinson,  -  -  400  60  00 
Scott,  -  -  -  720  108  00 
Seelj',  -  -  -  360  54  00 
Skiff,  -  -  -  180  27  00 
Solomon,  -         -         600         90  OO 

Todliunter,  -  -  320  48  00 
Traer,         -  -         -     100         15  OO 

Warren,         -         -  640         96  OO 

"Wilson,         -         -         -  110         16  .jO 
AViucliester,         -         -      240         3G  00 
Young,         -         -         -    200         30  00 
The  report  concluded  with  the  following  res- 
olution : 

"Resolved,  Th&t  the  per  diem  &nd  mileage  of 
members,  as  set  forth  in  the  annexed  statement, 
be  approved,  and  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by 
the  President  and  attested  by  the  Secretarj',  be 
delivered  to  the  Auditor  of  state." 
Upon  the  resolution — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  tho  yeas 
and  n,^ys,  wliich  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  18,  nays  16, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Kmerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price,  Scott,  Seely,  and  Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Runker,  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Bdwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray, 
HoUingsworth,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Mr.  PARVIX,  when  his  name  was  called,  said: 
I  consider  the  vote  of  yesterday  as  taking  all 
the  responsibility  of  this  report  and  statement 
off  of  the  commiiteo  and  olf  of  the  convention; 
and  with  this  understanding,  I  vote  'aye.' 

Cost  of  Ntwtpapen. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON',  from  tho  committee  on  ex- 
penditures reported  a  statement  that  the  amount 
of  five  hundred  and  eleven  ditUars  and  seventy-live 
cents  was  due  to  the  proprietors  of  the  several 
newspapers  named,  for  subscriptions  of  mem- 
bers under  the  order  of  the  convention  The 
daily  papers  are  allowed  one  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents,  and  the  weeklies  fifty  cents,  during 
the  session  of  the  convention.  In  connection 
therewith,  he  reported  tho  following  resolution: 


^^  Resolved,  That  the  allowances  made  in  the 
statement  be  approved,  and  a  certificate  of  the 
same,  signed  by  the  President  and  attested  by 
the  secretary,  be  delivered  to  the  auditor  of 
state." 

Copy  of  Debates  for  Editors. 

Mr.  HALL  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
^'■Resolved,  That  one  copy  of  the  journal  of 
the  debates  of  this  conventi'in  be  presented  to 
each  of  the  editors  of  newspapers  and  periodicals 
published  in  this  stale,  and  that  the  oflBcer  dis- 
tributing said  journals  be  required  to  deliver 
the  same." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  that  resolution  will  not 
be  adopted.  It.  seems  to  me  that  we  are  distrib- 
uting these  pretty  freely,  and  I  fear  there  will 
be  none  left  for  our  state  library.  I  should 
prefer  that  the  lew  there  will  be  left  should  be 
left  in  the  state  library  to  be  distributed  by  tho 
legislature  if  thought  best. 

Jlr.  HALL.  I  believe  that  editors  are  the 
very  first  who  ought  to  receive  these  debates. 
I  should  be  willing  to  give  them  the  preference 
over  members  themselves.  If  the  press  of  this 
state,  the  very  organs  through  wliom  our  pro- 
ceedings are  to  reach  the  mass  of  the  people,  are 
not  entitled  to  some  compliments  at  our  hands, 
I  know  not  who  are. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  simply  object  to  the  mode 
of  their  receiving  them.  I  expect  to  provide 
both  the  papers  in  ray  county  with  copies  from 
the  number  which  1  shall  receive  in  the  distri- 
bution ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  that 
each  member  should  supply  his  own  d-strict, 
than  to  appropriate  more.  1  have  no  doubt  that 
the  members  generally  will  supply  the  news- 
papers throughout  the  state  with  copies. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  suppose  the  newspapers 
will  be  supplied  by  the  members,  and  that  they 
will  publish  an  account  of  what  we  have  done, 
not  for  our  benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  their 
subscribers.  When  a  question  of  this  import- 
ance comes  up  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  they  will 
nlways  putil  in  their  papers.  I  employed  Mr. 
Bates,  our  assistant  secretary  to  make  me  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking 
home  to  give  to  the  paper  in  my  county.  And 
we  have  this  morning  provided  for  the  printing 
of  the  entire  constitution  so  that  any  member 
can  take  it  home  with  him  to-morrov  morning. 
I  see  no  necessity  for  this  resolution,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  H.VLL.  I  hope  it  will  pass,  and  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  members  of  the  convention  are 
willing  to  pay  this  discourtesy  to  the  press  of 
the  state.  I  want  to  see  who  they  are  who  are 
unwilling  to  show  the  pressof  our  state  this  poor 
compliment, 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  how 
many  editors  tbcr*  are  in  the  State  ? 
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Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  know ;  the  more  the 
better. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  am  iuclined  to  think 
that  we  have  already  provided  for  distributing 
more  copies  than  we  should  have  done,  and  that 
this  resolution  would  eat  up  all  the  rest,  so  that 
none  will  be  left  after  the  distribution.  We 
have  two  presses  in  the  district  which  I  repre- 
sent, and  I  have  sent  to  them  both  copies  of 
these  slips,  regularly.  They  have  them  as  far 
as  we  have  gone,  and  I  intend  to  continue  to 
Bend  them  that  they  may  finally  have  the  com- 
plete volume.  I  have  also  furnished  a  copy  to 
each  one  of  our  four  county  judges,  requesting 
them  to  keep  them  on  file  until  this  whole  matter 
can  be  arranged,  and  the  bound  volumes  distrib- 
uted. 1  hope  the  resolution  will  not  pass.  Jly 
friend  from  Jefferson,  [Mr.  Wilson,]  has  stated 
that  he  intends  to  furnish  the  editors  of  his  dis- 
trict with  copies.  That  is  my  own  intention, 
just  as  soon  as  we  can  get  them,  I  intend  to  fur- 
nish each  press  in  my  district  with  a  bound  copy. 
I  think  this  will  be  a  better  arrangement  th.in 
to  take  away  the  entire  number  intended  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  State.  I  think  that 
would  be  wrong.  I  oppose  this  motion,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  gagging  the  press,  but  because 
members  can  better  furnish  the  press  from  their 
own  twenty  copies,  than  to  havethem  takenfrom 
the  small  number  we  shall  have  left  after  the 
distribution  already  provided  for. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  agree  pretty  much  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  in  my  reasons 
for  opposing  this  motion.  There  are  two  presses 
in  the  county  I  represent ;  and  had  I  but  three 
copies,  I  would  give  one  copy  to  each  press,  and 
retain  the  other  myself.  This  resolution,  if 
adopted,  will  in  my  opinion,  take  every  copy  de- 
signed to  be  placed  in  the  state  library.  They 
will  all  be  swept  away,  and  we  shall  not  have  a 
single  copy  there.  After  giving  twenty  copies 
to  each  member,  I  think  it  would  be  very  bad 
policy  to  distribute  all  the  rest  so  as  not  to  leave 
a  single  copy  in  our  state  library.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  resolution  for  that  reason,  and  not  because 
I  think  that  the  editors  of  the  papers  should  not 
have  copies  furnished  them,  for  1  believe  that 
they  will  all  be  supplied  without  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL.  If  the  convention  vote  that  the 
editors  shall  not  have  the  debates,  I  will  not 
give  them  any.  The  convention  will  do  as  they 
think  best ;  but  if  they  are  not  willing  to  pay 
that  compliment  to  the  press,  I  want  to  know  it. 
I  think  that  the  press  are  entitled  to  this  com- 
pliment at  the  hands  of  the  convention;  and  if 
it  is  necessary  the  requisite  number  can  be  de- 
ducted from  the  copies  furnished  to  members. 

Mr.  GRAY.  I  have  already  furnished  the  two 
papers  published  in  my  county  with  these  slips'; 
and  this  resolution  makes  it  imperative  to  furnish 
to  the  same  persons  additional  copies.  I  think 
that  would  be  unnecessary  ;  and  I  shall  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 


nays,  the  resolution  was  rejected;  yeas  15,  nays 
16,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Emerson,  Gow- 
er.  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Palmer,  Pat- 
terson, Peters,  Price,  Scott,  Solomon,  Traer  and 
Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker,  Clark  of  Ala- 
makee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards,  Gibson,  Gillaspy,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Parvin,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Wilson  and 
Young. 

As  their  names  were  called,  several  members 
explained  the  reasons  for  their  votes,  as  follows: 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  been  an 
editor  many  years,  and  am  always  disposed  to 
favor  the  editors  ;  but  1  do  not  know  how  many 
copies  of  the  debates  have  been  ordered  to  be 
distributed  under  the  resolution  already  passed  ; 
I  do  not  know  whether  we  shall  have  enough  left 
for  this;  and  I  do  not  know  how  many  editors 
there  are  in  the  State.  1  am  compelled  to  vote 
against  this  resolution;  but  I  certainly  mean  no 
disrespect  to  the  editors  of  our  State. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  intend  to  supply 
the  editors  in  my  district. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  intend  to  supply; 
the  editors  in  mine. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  presume  it  will  do  some  good, 
and  the  press  would  better  have  them. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  There  is  no  press  in  my  part 
of  the  country,  and  I  am  really  at  a  loss  how  to 
vote.     I  will  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PALMER  inquired  whether  the  resolution 
would  furnish  one  editor  of  each  paper,  or  each 
of  the  editors  of  each  paper  with  a  copy,  and  be- 
ing informed  by  Mr.  Hall  that  it  would  furnish 
only  one  to  each  paper,  voted — aye. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  intended  to  supply  the 
editors  in  my  part  of  the  county,  but  considering 
this  as  a  compliment  to  the  editors  of  our  State 
I  will  vote — aye. 

The  vote  was  announced — yeas  15,  nays  16 — 
and  the  resolution  was  declared  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  should  like  to  make 
some  inquiry  with  regard  to  that.  I  should  like 
to  know  how  many  copies  would  be  left  after  we 
have  furnished  all  those  for  whom  we  have  al- 
ready provided.  This  seems  to  be  a  matter,  in 
the  estimation  of  many  of  the  members,  of  com- 
pliment to  the  press,  and  if  we  have  a  suflicient 
number  of  copies  left,  I  am  willing  to  change 
my  vote. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  have  been  to  see  the  printers 
in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  constitution  to- 
day, and  they  say  that  if  they  can  get  all  of  it 
into  their  hands  at  once,  or  very  soon,  they  can 
have  them  ready  for  us  to-morrow  morning.  I 
hope  the  convention  will  proceed  wih  the  third 
reading  of  the  constitution  before  they  do  any- 
thing else,  and  after  we  get  that  into  the  prin- 
ter's hands  we  can  decide  these  other  questions. 

Mr.  GIBSON.  One  word  in  relation  to  the 
vote  just  taken.     It  was  not  from  anj'  hostility 
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to  the  printers  that  I  voted  against  this  resolu- 
tion ;  and  I  suppose  that  many  who  voted  with 
me  did  so  for  reasons  similar  to  my  own.  But 
learning  that  it  will  be  a  hardship  to  several 
members  to  supply  all  the  editors  of  their  dis- 
tricts, I  am  willing  to  change  my  vote,  and  vote 
— aye. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  resolution  be  modified,  so  as  to  request 
each  member  of  the  convention  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  the  debates  to  each  editor  in  his  district. 

Mr.  HALL.  That  would  be  a  poor  compli- 
ment to  the  editors,  or  to  ourselves,  and  would 
operate  very  unequally.  I  will  donate  all  my 
copies  rather  than  that  the  press  should  be 
gagged. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  will  change  my 
vote  to — aye. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  changes  were  made 
and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  ;  yeas  17,  nays 
14. 

Thanks  io  T.  J.  Saunders — Secretary. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution  of 
compliment  to  one  of  the  officers  of  this  conven- 
tion, which  I  think  he  specially  deserves,  and  in 
doing  this,  I  disclaim  any  intention  by  implica- 
tion to  censure  the  othei-s  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  special  and  particular 
thanks  of  this  convention  be  tendered  to  T.  J. 
Saunders  for  the  very  ;  ble  and  faithful  manner 
in  which  he  has  discharged  his  dutii  s  as  Secre- 
tary of  this  convention,  and  for  the  kind  and 
gentlemanly  manner  in  which  he  has  demeaned 
himself  towards  the  members  of  this  conven- 
tion." 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  understood  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Jasper  [Mr.  Skifl], 
that  the  priming  of  the  constitution  could  not 
be  commenced  until  we  had  finished  it.  I  would 
inquire  whetlier  tiie  articles  upon  which  we 
have  already  passed,  could  not  be  put  at  once 
into  the  hands  of  the  printer?  1  suppose  we 
ghall  not  change  them  materially. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  That  has  been  done;  but  they 
will  require  more  copy  to  keep  all  the  composi- 
tors employed  to  advantage. 

Education  and  Schools. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  committee  on 
revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  upon  education  and  schools,  which  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made  with- 
OQt  debate. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  Section  eleven  reads 
as  follows: 

"The  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  sin- 
gle institution,  and  the  university  fund  shall  be 
applied  to  that  institution,  and  no  other." 


It  strikes  me  that  it  is  an  absurdity  to  say 
that  the  State  University  shall  consist  of  a  single 
institution.  1  suppose  ihe  object  was  to  prevent 
the  establishment  of  branc.es  in  other  parts  of 
the  State.  But  the  meaning  of  the  word,  as  de- 
fined by  Webster,  is  "an  assemblage  of  colleges 
estaolished  in  any  place,  with  professors  for  in- 
structing students  in  the  sciences  and  other 
branches  of  learning,  and  where  degrees  are 
conferred.  A  university  is  properly  a  univer- 
sal school,  in  which  are  taught  all  branches  of 
learning,  or  the  four  faculties  of  theology — 
medicine,  law,  and  the  sciences  and  arts."  it  is 
in  fact  a  collection  of  colleges;  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  can  reach  the  object  better  by  some 
other  phraseology  than  to  determine  that  it 
shall  be  a  single  institution,  when  it  must  be  in 
fact  a  coLectiou  of  institutions  at  one  place. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  suppose  the  object  was  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  branches  Per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  insert  after  "  insti- 
tution," the  words,  "without  any  branch." 

Subsequently,  after  consultation,  the  section 
was  amended  so  as  to  read  : 

"Sec.  11.  The  State  LTniversity  shall  be  es- 
tablished at  one  place,  without  branches  at  any 
other  place,"  &c. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
members  to  an  incongruity  between  the  lan- 
guage in  sections  eight  and  fourteen,  which  I 
will  read : 

"  Sec.  8.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  rbake 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to 
common  schools,  and  other  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, that  are  instituted,  to  receive  aid  from  the 
school  or  university  fund  of  this  State  ;  Provi- 
ded, that  all  acts,  rules,  and  regulations  of  said 
Board  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  by 
the  General  Assembly ;  and  when  so  altered, 
amended,  or  repealed,  they  shall  not  be  re- 
enacted  by  the  Board  of  Education." 

"Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness ;  Provided,  no  rule,  regulation,  or  law,  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  school  or 
educational  system  shall  pass  without  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Board,"  &c. 

I  would  move  to  make  the  latter  conform  to 
the  previous  section,  so  as  to  read,  "govern- 
ment ot  common  schools  or  other  institutions  of 
learning,"  &c. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  would  suggest  that  the  phrase 
"  educational  institutions,"  would  be  better  in 
both  places. 

Mr.  GRAY.  That  will  read,  "educational  in- 
stitutions that  arc  instituted."  Cannot  we  do 
without  that  word? 

Mr.  HALL.  It  will  not  do.  There  will  be  a 
great  many  private  institutions  over  which  the 
Board  will  have  no  control  whatever.  I  do  not 
like  the  repetition,  and  tried  to  find  another 
word,  but  did  not  succeed.     It  means  those  in- 
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stitutions  which  are  instituted  to  receive  this 
fund.  Those  that  do  not  receive  it,  do  not  come 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  at  all. 

Mr.  WILSON  accepted  Mr.  Hall's  suggestion, 
and — 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  all  the 
abreviations  and  figures  used  in  the  constitution 
should  be  written  out  in  full.  We  have  passed 
by  several  without  making  the  amendment.  I 
hope  we  shall  agree  to  dispense  with  all  the 
abreviations  in  the  whole  instrument. 

The  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  done;  and 
the  Chair  will  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee on  printing  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  will  say  that  this  cannot  very 
well  be  done  in  the  copy  to  be  furnished  us  in 
the  morning.  The  offices  will  hnve  to  combine, 
and  the  type  does  not  correspond,  so  that  it  will 
have  to  be  re-set  hereafter.  It  will  be  necessary 
til  abbreviate  as  much  as  possible,  to  have  the 
constitution  completed  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  suggestion  will  be  at- 
tended to  by  the  enrolling  clerk,  and  in  the  offi- 
cial publication  of  the  constitution. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  bo  upon  the 
passage  of  the  article,  which,  as  amended  upon 
the  second  and  third  reading,  is  as  follows  : 

Article  9. — Education  and  Schools. 

Section  1.  The  educational  interest  of  the 
State,  to  include  Common  Schools,  and  other 
educational  institutions,  shall  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  a  Board  of  Education,  which  shall 
consist  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  shall 
be  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Board,  fi,nd  have 
the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  one  member 
to  be  elected  from  each  judicial  district  in  the 
State. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  one  year 
a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  One  member  of  said  Board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  hold  the  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified.  After  the  first  election  under  this 
Constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided,  as 
nea  ly  as  practicable,  into  two  equal  classes, 
and  the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated 
after  the  expiration  of  two  years  ;  and  one-half 
of  the  Board  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years 
thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation shall  be  held  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  after  their 
election  ;  after  which  the  General  Assemoly  may 
fix  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 
_  Sec.  5.  The  session  of  the  Board  shall  be 
limited  to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  aay  one  year,  except  upon  extraordi- 
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nary  occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  two  thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  may 
order  a  special  session. 

Sec.  G.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  ap- 
point a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Board,  and  perform  such  duties  as 
may  be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board,  and  the 
laws  of  the  State.  They  shall  kee[)  a  journal  of 
their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  published  and 
distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  journals 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by 
the  Board  shall  hi  published  and  distributed  to 
the  several  counties,  townships,  and  school  dis- 
tricts, as  may  be  provided  for  by  the  Board,  and 
when  so" passed,  published,  and  distributed,  they 
shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

Sec.  8.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  legislate  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to 
Common  Schools,  and  other  educational  institu- 
tions, that  are  instituted  to  receive  aid  from  the 
School  or  University  fund  of  this  State;  but  all 
acts,  rules,  and  regulutions  of  said  Board  may 
be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  by  the  General 
Assembly;  and  when  so  altered,  amended,  or 
repealed,  they  shall  not  be  re-enacted  by  the 
Board  of  Educatian. 

Sec.  9.  The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  be, 
cz  officio,  a  member  of  said  Board. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  shall  have  no  power  to 
levy  taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money. 
The  contingent  expenses  shall  be  provided  for 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  11.  The  State  University  shall  be  es- 
tablished at  one  place,  without  branches  St  any 
other  place,  and  the  University  fund  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  that  institution,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  12.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation shall  provide  for  the  education  of  all  the 
youths  of  the  State,  through  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools.  And  such  school  shall  be  organ- 
ized and  kept  in  each  school  district  at  least 
three  months  in  each  year.  Any  district  failing, 
for  two  consecutive  years,  to  organize  and  keep 
up  a  school,  may  be  deprived  of  their  portion  of 
the  school  fund. 

Sec.  13.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation shall  each  receive  the  same  per  diem  dur- 
ing the  time  of  their  session,  and  mileage  going 
to  and  returning  therefrom,  as  members  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business;^ 
but  no  rule,  regulation,  or  law,  for  the  regula- 
tion and  government  of  common  schools,  or  other 
educational  institutions,  shall  pass  without  the 
concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Board,  which  shall  be  expressed  by  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  final  passage.  The  style  of  all 
acts  of  the  Board  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  15.  At  any  time  after  the  year  1863,  the 
General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  abolish  or 
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re-organize  said  Board  of  Education,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  educational  interest  of  the  Slate  in 
any  other  manner  that  to  them  shall  seem  best 
and  proper. 

School  Funds  and  School  Lands. 

Section  1.  The  educational  and  school  funds 
and  lands  shall  be  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  University  lands,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  all  moneys- belonging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  State  University.  The  interest  arising 
from  the  same  shall  be  annually  appropriated 
for  the  support  and  benefit  of  said  University. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembl}-  shall  encour- 
age, by  all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  in- 
tellectual, scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  im- 
provement. The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United 
States  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of  schools, 
which  shall  hereafter  be  sold,  or  disposed  of,  and 
the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted 
to  the  new  States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  approved  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  and  ail  estates  of  deceased  per- 
sons who  may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will 
or  heir,  and  also  such  per  cent,  as  may  have 
been  granted  by  Congress,  on  the  sale  of  lands 
in  this  State,  shall  be,  and  remain  a  perpetual 
fund,  the  interest  of  which,  together  with  all 
rents  of  the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other  means 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide,  shall  be 
inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  money  which  may  have  been  or 
shall  be  paid  by  persons  as  an  equivalent  for  ex- 
emption from  military  duty,  and  the  clear  pro- 
ceeds of  all  fines  collected  in  the  several  counties 
for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws,  shall  be  exclu- 
sively applied,  in  the  several  counties  in  which 
Huch  money  is  paid,  or  fine  collected,  among  the 
several  school  districts  of  said  counties,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  youths  subject  to  enu- 
meration in  such  districts,  to  the  support  of 
common  schools,  or  the  establishment  of  libra- 
ries, as  the  Board  of  Education  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  provide. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  whall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  reserved  or  granted  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
BhttU  be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  University,  for  the  promotion  of  literature, 
the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized  by 
the  terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the   General  Assembly,  as   soon  as  may  i 


be,  to  provide  effectual  means  for  the  improve- 
ment and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of 
said  University. 

Sec.  6.  The  financial  agents  of  school  funds 
shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law,  receive  and  con- 
trol the  State  and  county  revenue,  for  other  civil 
purposes,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  money  subject  to  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  common  schools  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths  between  the  age  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  article  was  passed;  yeas  23,  nays  8,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspj-*  Gower,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hollingsworth,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Pal- 
mer, Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely, 
Skiff,  Solomon,  Todhunter  and  Warren. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bunker,  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  Gray,  Traer,  Wilson,  Win- 
chester and  i'oung. 

Amendments  to  the  O'onstilution. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
on  revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention,  the 
article  on  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
which  was  read  the  third  time  as  follows: 

Article  10. — Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

Section  1.  Any  amendment  or  amendments 
to  this  constitution  may  be  proposed  in  either 
House  of  the  General  Assembly;  ind  if  the  same 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
elected  to  each  of  the  two  Houses,  such  proposed 
amendment  shall  be  entered  on  their  journals, 
with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  legislaure  to  be  chosen  at  the  next 
general  election,  and  shall  be  published,  as  pro- 
vided by  law,  for  three  months  previous  to  the 
time  of  making  such  choice,  and  if,  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  so  next  chosen  as  aforesaid,  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elec- 
ted to  each  House,  then  it  shall  be  the  outy  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people  in  such 
manner,  and  at  such  time  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  provide  ;  and  if  the  people  shall  ap- 
prove and  ratify  euch  amendment  or  amend- 
ments by  a  majority  of  the  electors  qualified  to 
vote  tor  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  vo- 
ting thereon,  such  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  this 
State. 

Sec.  2.  If  two  or  more  amendments  shall  be 
submitted  at  the  same  time,  they  shall  be  sub- 
mitted in  such  manner  that  the  electors  shall 
vote  for  and  against  each  of  such  amendments 
separately. 
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Sec.  3.  At  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy, 
and  in  each  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  also  at 
such  time  as  the  General  Assembly  may,  by  law 
provide,  the  question,  "Shall  there  be  a  conven- 
tion to  revise  the  constitution,  and  amend  the 
same  ?"  shall  be  decided  by  the  electors  qualified 
to  vote  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly ; 
and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  electors  so  qualified, 
voting  at  such  election,  shall  decide  in  favor  of 
a  convention  for  such  purpose,  the  General  As- 
sembly, at  its  next  session,  shall  provide  by  law 
for  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  convention. 

Mr.  WILSON".  I  desire  to  make  one  sugges- 
tion in  regard  to  this  article.  It  may  bean  im- 
possibility to  get  a  convention  under  that  third 
section,  as  it  now  stands.  It  provides  that  when 
the  question  of  holding  a  constitutional  conven- 
tion is  submitted  to  them — "  in  case  a  majority 
of  the  electors  so  qualified,  voting  at  such  elec- 
tion, shall  decide  in  favor  of  a  convention  for 
such  purpose,  &c."  If  there  had  been  a  provi- 
sion like  that  in  the  present  constitution,  this 
convention  would  never  have  met.  It  was  not 
a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  State  that  voted 
in  favor  of  calling  this  convention,  but  a  majori- 
ty of  those  who  voted  for  or  against  the  conven- 
tion. I  suggest,  therefore,  that  this  third  sec- 
tion be  amended  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"voting  at  such  election,"  the  words  "for  and 
against  such  p- oposition;"  so  that  portion  of  the 
Bection  will  read : 

"  And  in  case  a  majority  of  the  electors  so 
qualified,  voting  at  such  election  for  and  ii gainst 
such  proposition,  shall  decide  in  favor  of  a  con- 
vention for  such  purpose,  the  General  Assembly, 
at  its  next  session,  shall  provide  by  law  for  the 
election  of  delegates  to  such  convention." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  must  object  to  that  amend- 
ment. I  think  there  is  more  danger  in  having 
conventions,  than  in  not  having  them. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  simply  say  this  ;  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  the  people  of 
this  state  desired  this  convention  :  that  such 
was  the  desire  ol  a  large  majority  of  the  elec- 
tors of  this  state.  But  they  were  careless,  and 
many  of  them  did  not  vote  at  all  upon  the  prop- 
osition to  call  this  convention,  and  had  there 
been  a  provision  in  the  old  constitution  similar 
to  this  one,  by  being  thus  careless  and  neglect- 
ing to  vote,  they  would  have  prevented  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  from  having  this  convention, 
which  there  is  no  question  they  desired. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  they  lose  their  convention 
once  on  account  of  this  carelessness,  they  will 
be  likely  to  be  more  careful  the  next  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  If  there  is  objection  to  the 
amendment,  it  cannot  be  made,  and  I  do  not 
feel  like  asking  a  recommitment  of  this  article 
to  the  standing  committee,  in  order  to  have  this 
amendment  made,  though  I  think  it  should  be 
so  modified. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  We  have  had  this  question  up 
before  in  relation  to  another  matter.     I  was  op- 


posed to  this  change  then,  and  I  certainly  cannot 
consent  to  it  now. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  can  hardly  imagine  how 
we  can  judge  of  the  majority,  unless  we  take 
the  majority  of  the  votes  given  for  and  against 
the  proposition  to  call  a  convention. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  may  be  state  ofiScers  to 
be  elected,  and  it  will  be  construed  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  for  the  highest  candidates,shall 
be  the  number  to  decide  the  vote  on  the  prop- 
osition to  call  a  convention.  Suppose  for  in- 
stance, that  at  the  same  election,  there  are  two 
candidates  for  the  office  of  governor,  the  ag- 
gregate number  of  votes  for  governor  will  de- 
cide the  question  of  a  convention,  provided  the 
votes  for  governor  exceed  those  cast  for  or 
against  the  call  of  a  convention.  If  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  votes  for  and  against  the  con- 
vention should  be  greater  than  the  aggregate 
number  of  votes  for  governor,  th^^n  that  would 
control  the  question  of  a  convention.  It  was  to 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty  that  might  arise  in  such 
cases,  that  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris]  will  with- 
draw his  objection  to  this  amendment  ;  it  is 
clearly  right  and  just. . 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  think  not,  or  I  should  not 
make  the  objection.  It  is  admitted  here  that 
this  convention  was  called  by  a  minority  of '|the 
voters  of  this  state,  and  another  convention 
might  be  called  in  the  same  way.  The  gentle- 
man from  JeflFerson  [Mr.  Wilson]  says  that  the 
voters  were  careless  and  did  not  vote  upon  the 
proposition  for  the  call  of  a  convention.  If  that 
was  so,  then  it  shows  that  they  were  indifferent, 
and  that  there  was  no  great  public  demand  for 
a  convention. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  out  the  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  at  any  election,  because 
the  ballot  box  of  every  election  precint  shows 
the  number  of  votes  cast.  I  want  to  have  a 
majority  of  all  the  voters  in  the  state  vote  in 
favor  of  a  convention,  before  another  shall  be 
called. 

Mr.  WILSON,  A  great  many  persons  might 
go  to  the  polls  on  that  day,  who  actually  would 
not  know  that  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  for 
or  against  a  convention  to  revise  the  consti- 
tution. Many  persons  in  the  state  did  not  know 
that  at  the  last  election.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  but  just  to  the  people  of  the  state  that 
this  alteration  should  be  made. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  am  opposed  to  having  the 
change  made  in  this  section  that  has  been  sug- 
gested. I  think  it  is  better  as  it  is.  The  asser- 
tion has  been  repeatedly  made  upon  this  floor 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  state  were 
in  favor  of  calling  this  convention.  I  doubt 
that  very  much. 

Mr.  SOLOMON.     So  do  L 

Mr.  HALL.  That  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  state  were  in  favor  of  having  some  nmend- 
ments  made  to  their  constitution,  I  do  not  doubt. 
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But  that  they  were  in  favor  of  having  a  conven- 
tion called,  at  the  time  it  was  calletl,  I  do  not 
believe.  I  think  that  many  who  arc  in  favor  of 
some  amendments  being  made,  voted  against 
having  a  convention,  because  they  did  not  want 
it  at  that  time.  I  believe  that  when  there  is  a 
necessity  sufficient  to  justify  the  calling  of  a 
convention  to  revise  this  constitution,  we  ought 
not  to  be  afraid  to  ask  a  mnjority  of  the  voters 
of  this  state  to  say  so.  We  ought  not  to  pro- 
vide for  the  calling  of  a  convention  by  a  minor- 
ity of  the  voters  of  the  state.  Such  a  course  is 
not  exactly  in  accordance  with  my  ideas  of  de- 
mocracy. I  am  opposed  to  this  change.  lean- 
not  consider  as  a  good  reason  for  it,  that  the 
minority  otherwise  may  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  call  a  convention. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  While  I  myself  voted  for  the 
calling  of  this  convention,  I  represent  a  constit- 
uency that  voted  very  largely  against  it.  They 
.rere  opposed  to  a  convention  being  called  in 
this  way.  T  ey  insisted  that  a  mnjority  of  all 
the  voters  of  the  state  should  be  required  to  call 
a  convention,  and  they  were  not  satisfied  when 
they  found  that  it  had  been  called  by  a  minor- 
ity. And  thej-  would  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
change  proposed  here. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  hope  a  motion  to 
recommit  this  article. will  be  made  and  carried. 
The  principle  is  most  obviously  a  just  one, 
that  every  candidate  before  the  people  should 
stand  upon  his  own  merits,  and  be  elected  or  de- 
feated by  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  or 
against  him  alone,  and  thutis  the  principle    that 

I  think  we  should  establish  in  this  case.  It 
would  be  thought  ridiculous  to  projjose  and 
place  a  provision  in  the  constitution,  that  when 

II  man  was  up  for  any  office,  if  he  received  a  vote 
equal  to  a  mnjority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  and 
against  some  other  man  who  was  running  for 
some  other  office  at  the  same  election,  he  should 
be  elected.  That  would  be  a  departure  from 
all  the  principles  of  a  constitution. 

Mr.  WILSON.  In  order  to  test  this  matter,  I 
move  that  the  article  on  amendments  to  thecon- 
stitution  be  recommitted  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  that  subject,  with  instructions  to  in- 
sert in  the  third  section  of  said  article,  after  the 
words  "voting  at  such  election,"  the  words  "for 
and  against  such  proposition,"  and  to  report  the 
same  immediately  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  II.VLL.  I  hope  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. This  section  was  fully  discussed  when 
this  article  was  upon  its  second  reading,  and  it 
jiassed  in  its  present  shape.  I  am  opposed  to 
thus  giving  the  minority  the  right  to  govern  the 
majority.  As  to  the  difficulty  suggested  here, 
the  legislature  can  always  obviate  that  by  call- 
ing a  special  election  to  decide  the  question  of 
having  a  convention. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  difficulty  cannot  be  ob- 
viated in  that  way,  for  we  have  i)rovidcd  here 
that  this  question  shall  be  submitted  at  a  ■gen- 
eral election,  and  that  being  a  constitutional  re- 
quirement, the  legislature  have  no  i)0\ver  to  sub- 
mit it  at  a  special  election.     We   have  provided 


already  in  the  article  on  corporations,  in  regard 
to  the  submission  of  banking  laws  to  the  people, 
that  they  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  for  "and  against  them,  not  by  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  at  the  election  at 
which  they  may  be  submitted  to  the  people. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  re-com- 
mit, with  instructions. 

L^pon  this  motion — 

ilr.  HALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  yeas  18,  nays 
15,  as  follows  : 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakce,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hulliugsworth,  Marvin,' 
Scott,  Skiff;  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Edwards,  Emerson,  Gib- 
son, Gillaspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnstcn,  Palmer, 
Parvin,  Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely  and  Sol- 
omon. 

The  article  on  amendments  to  the  constiiution 
was  accordingly  re-co.i.mitted  to  the  standing 
committee  upon  that  subject,  with  instructions 
to  so  amend  section  three  as  to  require  that  the 
question  of  calling  a  convention  to  revise  the 
constitution,  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  for  and  against  such  proposition 

Immediately  thereafter — 

Mr.  WaIIREN,  from  the  committee  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  to  which  had  been  re- 
committed the  article  upon  that  subject,  with 
instructions,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  con- 
vention, and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
following  amendment : 

To  insert  in  section  three,  after  the  words 
"voting  at  such  election"  the  words  "for  and 
against  such  proposition  ;"  so  that  the  section 
would  read — 

"  At  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the 
year  one  thousand  tight  hundred  and  seventy, 
and  in  each  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  also  at 
such  time  as  the  General  Assembly  may,  by 
law,  provide,  the  question,  "Shall  there  be  a 
Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution,  and 
amend  the  same?  "  shall  be  decided  by  the  elec- 
tors qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  ;  and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  electors 
so  qualified,  voting  at  such  election  for  and 
againsl  such  proposiiion,  shall  decide  in  favor  of 
a  Convention  for  such  purpose,  the  General 
Assembly,  at  its  ne.xt  session,  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  Con- 
vention." 

Mr.  GIBSON.  Being  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  amendments  to  the  constitution,  I 
deem  it  due  to  myself  to  state  that  1  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  report  just  made  by  the  majority  of 
that  committee. 

The  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee. 
Upon  this  question — 
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Mr.  HARRIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  amendment  was  adopted ;  yeas  18, 
nays  14,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker, Clark  of 
Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth,  Marvin, 
Scott,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson, 
Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil- 
laspy,  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Parvin, 
Patterson,  Peters,  Price,  Seely  and  Solomon. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered — 

The  question  was — shall  this  article  pass? 

Upon  this  question — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called"  and  ordered. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  upon  the  passage  of  the  article  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  it  was  agreed  to; 
yeas  21,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  HoUingsworth, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Solomon, 
Todhunter,  Traer,  Warren,  Wilson  and  Y''oung. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gil- 
laspy.  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patterson, 
Peters,  Price  and  Winchester. 

Miscelldneous. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
of  revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  which  was 
read  the  third  time,  as  follows  : 


Article  11. — Miscellaneous. 

Section.  1.  The  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace  shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases,  (except 
cases  in  chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question 
of  title  to  any  real  estate  may  arise,)  where  the 
amount  in  controversy  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  parties 
may  be  extended  to  any  amount  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  No  new  county  shall  be  hereafter 
created  containing  less  than  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  square  miles  ;  nor  shall  the  territory 
of  any  organized  county  be  reduced  below  that 
amount ;  Provided,  hoicever,  that  the  county  of 
Worth,  and  the  counties  west  of  it,  on  the  Min- 
nesota line,  may  be  organized  without  additional 
territory. 

Sffc.  3.  No  county,  or  other  political  or  mu- 
nicipal corporation,  shall  be  allowed  to  become 
indebted  in  any  manner,  or  for  any  purpose,  to 
an  amount  in  the  aggregate  exceeding  five  per 
centum  on  the  value  of  the  taxable  property 
within  Buch  county  or  corporation — to  be  ascer- 


tained by  the  last  State  and  county  tax  lists, 
previous  to  the  incurring  of  such  indebtedness. 

Sec.  4.  The  boundaries  of  the  State  may  be 
enlarged,  with  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to 
any  office,  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
thereof,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
this  State,  and  also  an  oath  of  office. 

Sec.  G.  In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  office  occurring  before  the  expiration  of 
a  lull  term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for 
the  residue  of  the  unexpired  term;  and  all  per- 
sons appointed  to  fill  vacancies  in  office,  shall 
hold  until  the  next  general  election,  and  until 
their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  lo- 
cate any  of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been, 
or  may  be  granted  bj'  Congress  to  this  State, 
and  the  location  of  which  may  be  given  to  the 
General  Assembly,  upon  lands  actually  settled, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  claim  of  such  occupant  so  exempted, 
shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  suggest  that  the  word 
"amount,"  in  the  sentence  "nor  shall  the  terri- 
tory of  any  organized  county  be  reduced  below 
that  amount,"  should  be  changed  to  the  word 
"  area." 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  think  I  shall  object  to  the 
word  "area."  I  prefer  the  word  "amount"  to 
"area."  If  there  is  a  change,  let  it  be  to  sub- 
stitute the  word  "number"  for  "amount." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  language  of  the  old 
constitution,  where  the  word  "contents"  is 
used,  has  been  criticized  very  much.  The  opin- 
ion was  that  the  v/ord  "area"  should  be  used. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  This  word  "amount"  refers 
to  the  number  of  square  miles  in  any  county — 
four  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  number  of  square 
miles  is  given  simply  to  determine  the  area  of 
the  county. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  will  withdraw  my  objec- 
tion. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  made. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  also  suggest  that  the 
words,  "Provided,  however,  that,"  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  word  "  except"  be  inserted  in  their 
stead;  and  also  that  the  word  "which"  be  in- 
serted before  the  words,  "maybe  organized," 
so  that  that  portion  of  the  section  would  read, 
"except  the  county  of  Worth,  and  the  counties 
west  of  it,  on  the  Minnesota  line,  which  may  be 
organized  without  additional  territory." 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  think  that,  as  a 
general  thing,  where  an  exception  is  intro- 
duced, it  is  better  to  introduce  it  with  a^ro- 
viso. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  gentleman  frcm 
Johnson  [Mr,  Clarke],  will  find  that  in  very  few 
constitutions  is  the  word  "  provided "  used  to 
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the  extent  that  we  have  used  it  here.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  good  phrase  for  a  constitution. 
The  word  '-except"  covers  the  wLole  ground, 
and  leaves  the  provision  in  belter  shape. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  the  word  "but"' 
was  substituted  for  the  words  "provided,  how- 
ever, that,"  in  the  copy  of  the  article  which  he 
read. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  prefer  the  word 
"except"  to  the  word  '-but,"  and  the  word 
"  provided  ''  to  either.  If  I  cannot  get  that  word 
inserted  here,  I  will  agree  to  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr. 
Wilson..] 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  made. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  convention  to  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, which  reads :  "  The  boundaries  of  the 
State  may  be  enlarged,  with  the  consent  of 
Congress  and  the  General  Assembly,"  and  in- 
quire if  the  word  "Congress"'  there  neces^sa- 
rily  implies  the  government  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  would  suggest  to 
insert  after  the  word  "  Congress,"'  the  words, 
"of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  CL.\RK,  of  Alamakee.  I  think  it  would 
be  fetching  an  argument  a  great  ways  for  a 
court  to  undertake  to  apply  the  langunge  used 
here  to  anything  but  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

.Mr.  WILSON.  That  is  the  language  used  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  of  changing  the  bounda- 
ries of  old  States,  or  creating  new  States  within 
the  territory  of  others.  The  section  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  upon  that  subject 
reads  as  follows: 

"New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union  ;  but  no  new  State  shall 
be  formed  or  created  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  other  State;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by 
the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 
States,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislatures 
of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
gress." 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  language  here  used, 
then,  is  sufliciently  guarded. 

Mr.  CL.VRKI'],  of  Johncon.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  attach  the  article  locating  the  seat  of 
government  and  State  University  to  this  as  an 
additional  section,  instead  of  having  it  a  sepa- 
rate article? 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  think  as  it  has  already 
been  passed  as  a  separate  articL-,  it  would  be 
better  to  let  it  remain  as  it  is. 

No  other  amendments  being  offered — 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
article. 

Upon  this  question — 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  ordered. 

The  question   being  then   taken,  by  yeas  atd 


I  nays,  upon  the  passage  of  the  article,  it  was 
agreed  to ;  yeas  20,  nays  4,  as  follows : 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Ayres,  Bunker, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  Edwards, 
Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hall,  Hollingsworth,  John- 
ston, Marvin,  Palmer,  Parvin  Patterson,  Price, 
Scott,  Seely,  Solomon,  Todhunter,  Traer,  War- 
ren,  Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Emerson,  Gibson,  Gillaspy  and 
Harris. 

Thanks  to  the  Reporters  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

'■^Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conven- 
tion be  tendered  to  W.  Blair  Lord,  and  Charles 
C.  Collar  and  Henry  M.  Parkhurst,  his  asso- 
ciates, for  the  accurate  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  they  have  reported  the  debates  and  pro- 
ceedings of  this  convention." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  acclamation, 

Thanlcs  to  the  Officers. 

Mr.  HALL  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolvetf,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conven- 
tion are  hereby  tendered  to  the  different  officers 
of  this  convention,  for  the  faithful,  impartial 
and  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  pertaining  to  their  respec- 
tive offices."' 

The  resolution  was.  adopted. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER.  1  would  ask  leave  of 
absence  of  this  convention,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session.  .My  reason  for  making  this  request 
is,  that  if  I  do  not  start  to-day  at  noon,  I  can- 
not start  for  home  this  week  by  any  public  con- 
veyance. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  leave  was  accord- 
ingly granted. 

Schedule. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  from  the  committee 
on  revision,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  on  the  Schedule,  which  was  read  the  third 
time  as  follows  : 

Article  12. — Schedule. 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  shall  be  the  su- 
|)remo  law  of  the  State,  and  any  law  inconsistent 
therewith  slniU  be  void.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  this  Con- 
stitution into  ilfect. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  now  in  force  and  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  constitution,  shall  remam  in 
force  until  they  shall  expire  or  be  repealed. 

Sec.  0.  All  indictments,  prosecutions,  suits, 
pleas,  plaints,  process,  and  other  proceedings 
pending  in  any  of  the  courts,  shall  be  prosecuted 
to  final  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  all  appeals, 
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writs  of  error,  certiorari,  and  injunctions  sball 
be  carried  on  in  the  several  courts,  in  ilie  same 
manner  as  now  provided  by  law,  and  all  offenses, 
misdemeanors  and  crimes  that  may  have  been 
committed  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  con- 
stitution, shall  be  subject  to  indictment,  trial 
and  punishment,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  have  been  had  not  this  constitution  been 
made. 

Sec.  4.  All  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures  due, 
or  to  become  due,  or  accruing  to  the  State,  or  to 
any  county  therein,  or  to  the  school  fund,  shall 
inure  to  the  State,  county,  or  school  fund,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  All  bonds  executed  to  the  State,  or  to 
any  officer  in  his  official  capacity,  shall  remain 
in  force  and  inure  to  the  use  of  those  concerned. 

Sec.  6.  The  first  election  under  this  consti- 
tution shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  at  which  time  the  electors  of 
the  State  shall  elect  the  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor.  There  shall  al-o  be  elected  at 
such  election,  the  successors  of  such  State  Sena- 
tors as  were  elected  at  the  August  el-.ction,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  and  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, who  shall  be  elected  in  accordance  with 
the  act  of  apportionment,  enacted  by  the  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  which  commenced  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand  eig^it 
hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Sec.  7.  The  first  election  for  Secretary,  Au- 
ditor, and  Treasurer  of  State,  Attorney  General, 
District  Judges,  members  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, District  Attorneys,  members  of  Congress, 
and  such  State  officers  as  shal'  be  elected  at  th« 
April  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (except  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,)  and  such  county 
officers  as  were  elected  at  the  August  election,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eix,  except  Prosecuting  Attorneys,  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight;  Provided,  that  the 
time  for  which  any  District  Judge  or  any  other 
State  or  county  officer,  elected  at  the  April  elec- 
tion in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  tiir  e  fixed  for 
filling  like  offices  at  the  October  election. 

Sec.  8.  The  first  election  for  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  such  county  officers  as  shall 
be  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  shall  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  Oct  ber,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Sec.  9.  The  first  regular  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  be  held  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  commencing 
on  the  second  Monday  of  January  of  said  year. 
Sec.  10.  Senators  elected  at  the  August  elec- 
tion, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-six,  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  tecond 
Tuesday  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight   hundred   and   fifty-nine,   at  which   time 


their  successors  shall  be  elected  as  may  be   pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  11.  Every  person  elected  by  popular 
vote,  by  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  who 
may  hold  office  by  Executive  appointment,  which 
office  is  continued  by  this  constitution,  and 
every  person  who  shall  be  so  elected  or  appoint- 
ed, to  any  such  office,  before  the  taking  efi'ect  of 
this  constitution,  (except  as  in  this  constitution 
otherwise  provided,)  shall  continue  in  office  un- 
til the  term  for  which  such  person  has  been  or 
may  be  elected  or  appointed  shall  expire  ;  but 
no  such  person  shall  continue  in  office  after  the 
taking  effect  of  this  constitution,  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  term  of  such  office,  in  this  con- 
stitution prescribed. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly,  at  the  first 
session  under  this  constitution,  shall  district  the 
State  into  eleven  Judicial  Districts,  for  District 
Court  purposes  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  constitution. 

Sec.  13.  The  foregoing  constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  electors  of  the  State  at  the 
August  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  in  the  several  election 
districts  in  this  State.  The  ballots  at  such  elec- 
tion shall  be  written  or  printed  as  follows: 
Those  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  "New  Con- 
stitution— Yes."  Those  against  the  constitution, 
"New  Constitution — No."  The  election  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  general 
elections  of  the  State,  and  the  poll-books  shall 
be  returned  and  canvassed  as  provided  in  the 
twenty-fifth  chapter  of  the  Code,  and  abstracts 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
which  abstracts  shall  be  canvassed  in  the  manner 
provided  for  the  canvass  of  State  officers.  And 
if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  at  such  election  for  and  against  this  consti- 
tution are  in  favor  of  the  same,  the  Governor 
shall  immediately  issue  his  proclamation  stating 
that  fact,  and  such  constitution  sh\ll  be  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  publication  of  said  proc- 
lamation. 

Sec.  14.  At  the  same  election  that  this  con- 
stitution is  submitted  to  the  people  for  its  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
same  by  striking  out  the  word  "  white,"  from 
the  article  on  the  "Right  of  Sufl'rage,"  shall  be 
separately  submitted  to  the  electors  of  this  State 
for  adoption  or  rejection,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, viz  : 

A  separate  ballot  may  be  given  by  every  per- 
son having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  to  be 
deposited  in  a  separate  box;  and  those  given  for 
the  adoption  of  such  proposition  shall  have  the 
words  "  Shall  the  word  '  white'  be  stricken  out 
of  the  article  on  the  'Right  of  Suffrage?'  Yes." 
And  those  given  against  the  proposition  shall 
have  the  words,  "  Shall  the  word  '  white'  be 
stricken  out  of  the  article  on  the  '  Right  of  Suf- 
frage?' No."  And  if  at  said  election  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  cast  in  favor  of  said  proposition, 
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ehall  be  equal  to  a  majority  of  those  cast  for  and 
against  this  constitution,  then  said  word  "white" 
shall  be  stricken  from  said  article  and  be  no  part 
of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  Ij.  Whenever  a  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  Lee  county  deem  it  expedient  to  procure  a  di- 
vision of  said  county,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  make  a  law,  by  which  the 
proposal  to  divide  said  county,  (the  metes  and 
bounds  of  the  proposed  new  county  being  set 
forth  in  said  law,)  shall  be  submitted  to  the  vo- 
ters of  the  county  of  Lee,  at  a  general  or  special 
election  ;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  pre- 
scribe in  said  law  the  mode  for  the  proper  organ- 
ization of  said  new  countj-,  and  they  shall  be  or- 
ganized under  said  law,  provided  the  majority 
of  the  votes  given  on  the  question  of  division  at 
said  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  such  proposed 
division. 

Sec.  16.  Until  otherwise  directed  bylaw,  the 
county  of  Mills  shall  be  in  and  apart  of  the  sixth 
judicial  district  of  this  State. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment of  the  phraseology  of  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion ;  to  strike  out  the  words,  "  of  this  consti- 
tution," at  the  close  of  the  section,  and  insert 
the  word  "  thereof,"  so  that  it  would  read  : 

"  And  it  at  said  election  the  number  of  ballots 
in  favor  of  said  proposition,  shall  be  equal  to  a 
majority  of  those  cast  for  and  against  this  con- 
stitution, then  said  word  "white"  shall  be 
stricken  from  said  article  and  be  no  part  there- 
of." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  think  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Lucas,  [Mr.  Ed- 
wards] should  be  adopted,  so  as  to  refer  simply 
to  the  article  on  the  right  of  sutfrage.  As  the 
phraseology  of  the  section  now  is,  it  would  in- 
clude the  word  "white"  wherever  it  occurs  in 
this  constitution. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TODHUNTEU.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
gciillenian  from  Lee  [Mr.  Johnston]  consent  to 
have  the  section  in  relation  to  Lee  county 
stricken  out  of  this  article. 

Mr.  JOII.N'STON.  I  must  object  to  this  being 
done.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  this  matter.  A  number  of 
gentlemen  of  this  convention  came  to  mo  this 
morning  and  told  me  that  they  voted  for  this 
section  chielly  out  of  courtesy  to  the  delegate 
from  Lee  county,  but  that  they  were  fearful  that 
this  outside  question  might  have  a  tendency  to 
defeat  this  constitution;  and  they  asked  mo  to 
state  to  them  what  I  thought  about  the  matter. 
I  said  to  them,  as  I  now  say  to  this  convention, 
that  1  think  it  is  possible  that  this  provision 
would  influence  some  votes  against  this  consti- 
tution ;  to  what  extent,  1  do  not  know.  I  said 
to  them  further,  that  iu  view  of  what  had  taken 
I)lace  during  the  last  canvass  in  the  upper  i)art 
of  Lee  county,  and  in  view  of  the  letters  I  had 
received  since  I  have  been  here  in  this  conven- 
tion, I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  this  nmt- 
ter  to  the  convention,  and  vote  for  it  here,  al- 


though, as  I  stated  yesterday,  I  was  myself 
opposed  to  the  division  of  the  county.  I  desire 
members  to  look  at  this  question  for  themselves. 
They  are  interested  in  the  effect  a  provision  of 
this  kind  would  have  upon  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  myself.  I  hope  the  convention  will  act 
their  own  pleasure  in  regard  to  this  subject.  I 
intend  to  support  this  proposition,  and  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  On  yesterday,  when  this 
question  was  presented  to  us,  1  felt  disposed  to 
accommodate  the  delegates  from  Lee  county,  and 
voted  for  it.  But  after  more  mature  delibera- 
tion, I  have  become  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
impolitic  and  unwise  for  us  to  include  in  this 
constitution  a  question  of  a  purely  local  char- 
acter. I  therefore  move  to  recommit  this  arti- 
cle to  the  standing  committee  on  the  schedule, 
with  instructions  to  report  the  same  back  im- 
mediately to  the  convention,  with  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  this  section. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  re- 
commit was  agreed  to. 

Immediately  thereafter — 

Mr.  TODllUXTER,  from  the  committee  on 
schedule,  reported  back  to  the  convention  the 
article  which  had  just  been  recommitted  to 
them,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  section 
in  relation  to  the  division  of  Lee  counfj'  be 
stricken  from  said  article. 

TThe  question  being  then  taken,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  section  referred  to  accordingly  stricken 
out. 

No  further  amendments  were  offered. 
The   question  was   upon  the  passage  of  the 
article. 

Upon  this  question — 

Mr.  GILLASPY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  accordingly  ordered. 

The  Secretary  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll 
of  members,  upon  the  passage  of  the  article  on 
the  schedule,  and  when  he  had  reached  the 
name  of 

Mr.  GILLASPY — that  gentleman  rose  and 
said: 

As  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  sched- 
ule, I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the  consent 
af  the  convcnticm  to  enter  a  protest  iu  writing 
against  this  article.  I  do  this  in  behalf  of  my- 
self and  my  friends  upon  this  floor  who  agree 
with  me  in  this  matter.  I  will  have  the  protest 
ready  to  be  submitted  to  this  convention  by 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  WILSOX.  I  must  object  to  any  such 
course  of  proceeding  as  this,  and  I  will  state 
my  reasons  :  The  nmjority  of  the  committee  on 
the  schedule  proposed  a  report — the  same  pre- 
sented to  the  convention — and  submitted  that 
report  to  the  gentleman  from  Wapello,  [Mr.  Gil- 
laspy],  and  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Peters. ]  They  had  lime  to  examine  it,  and  did 
examine  it.   And  although  they  stated  that  they 
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were  not  satisfied  with  it,  they  took  no  steps 
whatever  toward  preparing  and  bringing  in  a 
minority  report.  They  have  taken  no  steps  up 
to  this  time  to  do  so.  When  this  article  was 
first  examined  and  considered  by  the  conven- 
tion, there  were  no  steps  taken  to  bring  in  a 
minority  report.  And  for  that  reason  1  shall 
object  to  this  protest  being  brought  in  here  at 
this  late  day.  The  gentlemen  might  have  taken 
the  necessary  steps  in  regard  to  this  matter  at 
the  proper  time.  They  might  have  presented  a 
minority  report  here,  and  in  that  minority  re- 
port they  could  have  introduced  all  their  objec- 
tions to  this  majority  report.  But  they  have 
deemed  best  to  hold  back  until  the  close  of  the 
session  of  the  convention,  and  I  therefore  ob- 
ject to  their  protest  going  upon  the  record. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.     I  will  offer  the  following  as 
a  protest   against   this  majority  report  of  the  ; 
committee  on  the  schedule  :  | 

"  The  undersigned  protests  against  this  re- 
port, for  the  following  reasons  : 

'Because  it  suspends  the  great  rights  which 
this  constitution  is  made  to  protect,  while  it  re- 
peals those  which  the  present  constitution 
grants, 

"  Because  it  refuses  to  trust  the  principles 
which  it  proclaims,  and  for  more  than  two  years 
practices  a  mere  party  peculation  upon  the 
rights  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
Slate. 

"Because  it  most  flagrantly  violates  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  government,  by  endeavoring  to 
throw  the  power  of  the  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  minority. 

"  Because,  while  the  constitution  admits  the 
right  of  the  people  to  have  certain  powers,  it 
refuses  for  years  the  rights  which  it  asserts." 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  that  is,  that  the  gentleman  has  no  right  to 
bring  a  protest  in  here,  while  the  call  of  the  roll 
is  being  proceeded  with. 

The  PRESIDENT.  This  will  be  received  as  a 
part  of  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wapello,  [Mr.  Gillaspy],  when  called  upon  to 
vote. 

Mr.  GILLASPY.  I  offer  this  protest  upon 
the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines, 
[Mr.  Hall]  as  well  as  myself.  I  desire  to  saj^, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  schedule, 
that  I  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  we  may  make  here,  if  it  meets 
my  views.  I  desire  to  see  the  constitution 
adopted,  if  it  is  fair  and  just  in  all  its  features 
and  provisions.  But  I  do  protest  against  this 
article  upon  the  schedule.  I  say  it  is  the  most 
unfair  article  that  has  been  presented  to  this 
convention,  if  adopted,  it  will  thwart  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  large  portion  of  my  constituents, 
and  of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  my  humble 
judgment. 

The  reason  why  I  did  not  prepare  and  sub- 
mit a  minority  report  upon  this  article,  was  that 
I  was  satisfied — as  this  vote  when  placed  upon 
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the  record  will  testify — that  this  article  had  to 
be  passed  anyhow,  as  it  was.  But  I  expected, 
at  the  proper  time,  that  this  convention  would 
allow  me  to  have  my  written  protest  placed 
upon  the  record. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  drew  up  the  paper,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Wapello  [Mr.  Gillaspy,]  has 
read  as  a  protest,  with  the  intention  of  present- 
ing it,  when  my  name  was  caHed,  as  my  reasons 
for  the  vote  I  shall  give  upon  this  article. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  understand  this  mat- 
ter. I  presume  this  paper,  or  protest,  or  what- 
ever it  is  to  be  called,  will  go  into  our  debates, 
the  same  as  other  remarks  of  members,  given  in 
explanation  of  their  votes,  but  not  upon  our 
journal.  As  I  understand  it,  no  speech  or  ex- 
planation goes  upon  our  journal,  though  they 
are  all  included  in  the  report  of  our  debates.  I 
have  no  objection  to  this  appearing  in  our  de- 
bates as  a  part  of  a  speech. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  understand  that  any  mem- 
ber has  a  right  to  have  his  protest  entered  upon 
the  journal. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
not  been  consulted  in  regard  to  this  protest,  and 
did  not  know  the  contents  of  the  paper  until  I 
heard  it  read.  I  do  not  commit  myself  to  any 
course  of  policy  that  will  force  me  to  vote 
against  this  constitution,  for  I  want  to  see  the 
instrument  we  may  prepare  here,  adopted  by  the 
people.  I  am  opposed  to  some  features  con- 
tained in  this  schedule,  and  shall,  therefore,  for 
the  present,  content  myself  with  voting  against 
it. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.     I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
in  connection  with  this    affair,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  come  up.     As  I  understand,  the 
only  objection  to  this  schedule  is  in  relation  to 
the  manner  in  which    this  constitution     takes 
effect,  so  far  as    our  present    State  officers  are 
concerned.     I  doubt  the   propriety,    or    policy 
even,  in  making  a  constitution   of  a    State,  of 
turning  out  a  single  officer.       For  that  reason  I 
took  the  view  I  did  in  regard  to  the  lower  house 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Senate.     The 
members  of  the  lower  branch  of  the   legislature 
have  already  filled  the  terms  of  office  for  which 
they  were  elected,  or  that  it  was  intended  or  ex- 
pected they  would  fill  when  they  were  elected. 
We   say  by  this  schedule,  therefore,  that  they 
shall  stand  aside,  and  there  shall  be  a  new  elec- 
tion for  others  in  their  places.     As  to  the  Sen- 
ators, we  say  in  this  schedule,    that  those  who 
have  served  for  two  sessions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall   stand  aside,  and  others  shall  be 
elected  in  their  stead. 
j      On  the  other  hand,  however,  we  say  that  the 
j  Governor   and     Lieutenant    Governor    shall  be 
j  elected  next  fall,  which  curtails  the  present  term 
of  the   Governor  about  one  year,  or  perhaps  a 
little   more.     We  say  that  the   district  judges 
I  shall  continue  in  office  a  year  from   next  Octo- 
i  ber,  and  in  that  way  we  give    the   democratic 
I  party  the  same  show  in    this    matter  that  the 
I  other  party  has.     We  say  that  the  present  su- 
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preme  judges  shall  Imld  their  offices  until  the 
year  18j9.  Those  officers  were  h1!  elected  for  a 
cerirtiu  period.  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  turn- 
ing out  a  single  ofBctr,  until  the  term  for  which 
he  was  elected  shall  hiue  trau?|)ired.  Ailh<iugli 
we  are  making  a  new  constitution,  it  should  not 
take  effect,  so  far  ae  their  terms  of  office  are 
concerned,  until  they  shall  have  expired.  For 
these  reasons  1  shall  vote  for  this  schedule  as  il 
now  stands. 

The  Secretary  then  resumed  the  call  of  the 
roll,  and  proceeded  until  he  had  reached  the 
uanie  of 

Mr.  WILSON — when  that  gentleman  rose  and 
said :  I  wish  to  submit  an  explanation  here,  in- 
asmuch as  tiis  article  has  been  called  in  ques- 
tion in  a  vesry  grave  manner,  and  very  serious 
charges  have  been  made,  not  only  against  a  ma- 
jority of  the  comiuittie  on  the  schedule,  but 
against  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  con- 
convention.  And  I  wish,  therefore, lo  state  briefly 
my  reasons  for  this  article.  In  doing  so,  I  shall 
have  simply  to  state  the  reasons  controlling  the 
majority  of  the  cTmmittee  on  the  schedule  in 
making  this  report,  to  which  my  name  appears 
attached  as  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Tuere  was  some  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  in  arriving  at  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the 
elections  under  this  constitution,  in  the  event  it 
should  be  adopted  by  the  people.  The  first  im- 
pression among  the  mnjority  of  this  body,  seem- 
ed to  be  that  it  would  be  advisaole  to  retain  the 
pre.-eni  legislature.  But  when  that  proposition 
was  introduced  in'o  this  convention,  it  met  with 
opposition,  not  only  from  the  republicans,  but  I 
believe  that  it  met  with  the  universal  opposition 
of  the  democratic  members  ot  this  body.  The 
reason  which  they  held  up  here,  and  which  they 
urged,  and  which  operated  to  no  little  extent 
upon  the  minds  of  the  mnjority  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule,  was  that  the  people  wished 
and  desired  that  the  men  who  should  meet  to- 
gether in  the  first  general  assembly  under  this 
constitution,  should  be  fresh  from  the  people, 
that  they  should  be  elected  at  an  election,  when 
the  issues  involved  in  this  constitution  could  be 
fully  and  thoroughly  canvassed. 

Mr.  PALMER.  "Why  not  provide  then  for 
the  election  of  all  the  members  of  both  the 
houses  of  the  general  assembly  '! 

Mr.  WILSON'.  I  will  inform  the  gentleman, 
as  I  go  along.  This  schedule  provides  that  the 
house  of  representatives,  which,  under  our  the- 
ory of  government,  is  considered  the  popular 
branch  of  the  general  assembly, shall  bo  all  elected 
at  the  first  election  under  this  constitution,  and 
that  they,  w  ih  the  senate,  shall  hold  their  first 
session  next  winter.  We  also  provide  by  this 
schedule  that  that  portion  of  the  senate  elected 
in  1854  shall  go  out  of  office,  and  that  their  suc- 
cessors shall  bo  elected  next  October.  That 
will  bring  in  fresh  from  the  people,  about  one- 
half  of  ihe  senate  in  our  first  general  assembly 
under  this  constitution,  who  will  be  elected  up- 


on the  issues  presented  bv  this  constitution.  The 
senators  who  were  elected  last  August  are  re- 
tained, becausb  they  were  elected  at  an  election 
when  the  same  issues  were  presented  which  led 
to  the  calling  of  this  convention. 

There  is  another  reason  for  this,  and  that  is 
that  t  je  members  of  the  house  of  iei)resentative3 
of  the  last  general  assembly  have  already  held 
the  only  session  that|it  was  contemplated  by 
the  people  that  they  would  hold  when  ihey  were 
elected.  The  senators  who  were  elected  iu 
August,  1854.  have  already  held  all  the  sessions 
it  was  conemplated  they  should  hold  when  they 
were  elected.  Whereas,  the  senators  who  were 
elected  last  August,  have  held  but  one  session  ; 
and  they  are  besides  fresh  from  the  people,  and 
were  elected  to  hold  their  offices  for  two  years. 
And  it  was  but  right  and  proper,  we  thought, 
that  th  y  should  come  back  and  hold  another 
session  next  winter.  And  another  reason 
for  retaining  these  senators  is,  that  in  the  more 
deliberative  branch  of  the  general  assembly  we 
secure  one-half  of  the  body  with  some  experi- 
ence in  legislation. 

Another  renson  for  this  provision  is  this  :  If 
we  call  the  present  general  assembly  together 
next  winter,  in  accordance  with  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [.Mr.  Hall] 
and  his  friends,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  call 
another  general  assembly  together  the  year  fol- 
lowing, which  we  found  upon  calculation,  would 
cost  the  people  of  the  state  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars, and  that  we  thought  was  a  strong 
argument  in  favor  of  the  plan  we  have  decided 
to  adopt.  An  argument  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  is  a  strong  one,  and  one  which  the 
people  will  feci  ;  and  their  opinions  in  this  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  consulted.  That  is  one  reason 
why  we  have  concluded  to  call  a  new  election 
next  October. 

Another  renson  is  this:  There  was  great  dis- 
satisfaction felt  in  this  body  in  relation  to  the 
basis  of  apportionment  adopted  by  this  conven- 
tion. And  for  the  purpose  of  mee  ing  that  dis- 
satisfaction the  difficulty  and  the  time  that  would 
necessarily  be  consumed  in  endeavoring  to  pro- 
vide for  anew  apportionment  p.mon;;  the  several 
counties  in  this  state,  the  committee  concluded  to 
adopt  the  apportionment  passed  by  the  last  gen- 
eral assembly.  In  doing  this  they  considered  it  a 
kind  of  compromise  between  the  opponents  of 
the  basis  of  apportionment  established  in  this 
constitution,  and  the  old  basis  of  apportion- 
ment, for  it  throws  off  the  constitutional  a[)por- 
tionmcnt  for  two  years.  This  will  give  the  new 
counties  of  the  north,  west  and  south,  time  in 
which  to  be  built  up,  and  to  get  the  proper  ratio 
to  entitle  them  to  representatives ;  and  at  the 
same  time  il  will  gumd  the  medium  sized  coun- 
ties from  the  hardships  that  will  necessarily  be 
worked  upon  them  by  the  apportionment  of 
representation  in  this  constitution. 

.Mr.  HAlilviy.  Why  w.as  the  governor  turn- 
ed out,  and  not  the  rest  of  the  state  cilicers  ? 
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Mr.  WILSON'.  The  committee  had  deter- 
mined, and  thought  it  wiis  be.-<t,  to  so  airauge 
tile  ticlcets  a-*  to  d  vide  the  candid  ites  in 
about  equal  proportion  for  the  elections  to  be 
held  upon  ditferetit  years.  And  inasmuch  as 
the  iiovernor  was  to  execute  the  ne\y  code  of 
laws  which  would  be  brought  in  by  the  new  gen- 
eral assembly,  we  concluded  that  it  was  best 
to  bring  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, so  far  as  the  chief  of  that  branch  was  con- 
cerned, with  the  legislative  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  thereby  have  them  both  fresh  from 
the  people. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  Was  it  not  generally  under- 
stood that  if  Governor  Grimes  was  not  put  out  of 
office  by  this  coastitutioa,  ho  was  expected  to 
resign  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  do  not  know  about  that.     If 
it  was  so,  then  so  much  the  better.     If    he    in 
tends  to  resign,  then  we  have    acted    v^isely    in 
providing  for  an  election  next  October. 

The  reasons  for  providing  for  the  election  of 
lieutenant  governor  at  this  first  election  are  that 
he  is  a  new  oilicer,  and  is  the  president  of  the 
senate,  and  should  be  elected  to  preside  over  the 
first  general  assembly  undec  this  constitution. 

By  pursuing  this  course,  we  find  that  at  the 
next  October  election  we  have  tn  elect  the  mem- 
bers of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor  and 
the  lieutenant  governor.  At  the  election  in  Oc- 
tober 1853,  we  have  to  elect  the  secretary,  aud- 
itor and  treasurer  of  state,  attorney  general, 
district  judges,  district  attorneys,  members  of 
congress,  biiard  of  education,  and  such  state 
officers  as  will  be  elected  at  the  next  April  elec- 
tion. Tliar,  will  give  a  ticket  of  about  equal 
size  to  each  3-ear.  When  we  come  to  put  in  the 
first  ticket,  the  judges  of  the  siip.-eme  court 
who  are  to  be  elected  in  1859,  we  vvill  give 
tick-ts  to  ea  ;h  ye  ir  of  abtut  equal  propor- 
tions. For  in  one  year  we  will  have  the  elec- 
tion of  supreme  judges,  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  governor  and  lieutenant  governor, 
and  iu  the  other  the  remainder  of  the  state  offi- 
cers, and  our  congressmen.  We  concluded  that 
that  was  the  best  division  of  the  tickets,  inas- 
much as  we  were  compelled  to  have  elections 
in  these  diffsrent  years. 

In  reo^:»rd  to  our  congressmen,  we  must  elect 
them  in  1858,  or,  if  we  did  not  pursue  this  meth- 
od of  dividing  our  tickets,  we  would  have  to  call 
an  election  in  1858  expressly  forcongiessmen  and 
such  county  officers  as  could  be  elected  at  that 
time,  or  if  we  did  not  do  that,  call  an  election  in 
1859,  or  put  it  off  until  October,  1859,  and  have 
no  congre-smeu  from  the  fourth  of  March  of  1859, 
until  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  following  Octo- 
ber. For  these  reasons,  the  majority  of  the 
committee  concluded  to  bring  in  this  report,  pro- 
viding for  ihree  different  elections. 

I  think  that  when  we  coraw  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  h;st')ry  of  the  democratic  party,  in 
relation  to  apportionment,  the  oljjection,  wiiich 
is  presented  here  against  this  scheme,  comes 
with  a    very    bad  grace.     When   we  remember, 


too,  that  that  part}'  in  theapportionmeit  of  sen- 
ators iiiider  which  the  senators  elected  in  1854 
were  chosen,  tacked  on  some  eight  or  ten — I  do 
not  know  but  eleven  counties — in  the  north  to 
Dubuque,  so  that  Dubuque  county  could  over- 
ride the  people  of  all  those  counties,  luuil  Judge 
Hamilton  was  elected,  and  then  struck  all  off  but 
Delaware  county,  I  think  this  comes  with  bad 
grace  from  that  party. 

There  are  some  other  things  to  be  considered 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  before  they  can 
bring  tnis  charge  in  justi'?e  against  us,  even  sup- 
posing that  we  do  have  any  advantage  under 
this  apportionment.  For  instance,  we  find  that 
in  the  spring  session  of  1852,  when  the  whig 
party  was  in  existence,  the  whii  counties  would 
be  entirely  over-balanced  in  this  way;  for  ex- 
ample Pottawatamie  county  with  a  population  of 
three  thousand  tiiree  hundred,  would  be  allowed 
two  representatives,  while  the  ratio  for  Warren 
county  would  lefour  thousand. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  the  gentleman  from  Jeffer- 
son, [Mr.  Wilson,  is  allowed  to  make  a  speech 
upon  that  subject,  I  should  also  like  to  be  heard 
upon  it,  as  I  was  a  member  of  that  legislature 
myself. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  merely  to  rebut  the 
charges  which  have  been  brought  against  the 
majority  of  this  convention,  and  of  the  commit- 
tee of  which  I  am  a  member. 

That  apportionment  was  made  at  that  time, 
as  will  ppear  by  the  records  of  our  state  gov- 
ernment. The  ratio  of  population  at  that  time 
was  some  f  jur  thousand.  Yet  ihe  counties  north 
of  Pottawatamie  were  assigned  one  representa- 
tive, although  there  were  no  returns  at  all  of  any 
population  there.  It  was  well  known  that  there 
were  very  few  inhabitants  in  those  counties,  and 
yet  they  were  given  a  representative. 

There  is  another  thing  I  would  refer  to.  la 
the  session  of  1854-55,  the  democratic  majority 
in  the  senate  kept  Mr.  Brian,  from  the  fourth 
district,  in  his  seat  until  the  apportionment  was 
passed  through,  and  that  apportionment  was  in- 
tended to  give  them  a  judge,  as  I  have  before 
shown.  The  whig,  republican  and  fusion  mem- 
bers in  the  house  and  senate  were  compelled  to 
take  that  apportionment,  or  continue  the  old 
one,  and  they  took  that  in  preforence  to  the 
old  one,  because  it  was  a  little  better  even  than 
that. 

Now  I  do  not  know  what  advantage  either 
party  may  gain  under  the  apportionment  of  the 
last  general  assembly.  We  have  had  arguments 
from  the  democratic  side  of  this  convention  in 
favor  of  the  uprightness  and  general  good  con- 
duct of  the  general  assembly.  These  men  were 
acting  under  the  obligation  of  the  oath  they 
had  taken,  aad  I  presume  they  discharged  their 
duty  under  that  oath.  They  have  pres  nted  ua 
wit  1  a  basis  of  apportionment,  and  those  who 
voted  for  that  apportionment  were  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State. 
We  have  adopted  that  apportii'Ument,  simply  in 
order  that  we    may  save  time.     We  have  Citlied 
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a  session  of  the  general  assembly  nest  winter  in 
order  to  save  the  people  of  this  State  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  would 
be  the  expense  to  them  .  f  calliug  a  session  of  the 
general  assembly  for  1S58. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  for  these  reasons  we  con- 
cluded to  adopt,  ai  d  have  presented  this  report. 
For  these  reasons  we  have  supported  it  here. 
And  for  these  reasons  I  shall  continue  to  support 
it,  believing  that  by  so  doing  I  shall  discharge 
my  duty  to  the  people  of  this  state,  and  believ- 
ing that  I  can  go  home  and  my  constituents  will 
endorse  my  action  here,  and  that  the  people  of 
this  state  will  endorse  the  action  of  this  conven- 
tion in  regard  to  this  schedule. 

We  have  done  the  best  we  could,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. We  have  endeavored  to  take  into 
consideration  the  interests  of  the  whole  State. 
Acting  under  the  oaths  we  have  taken,  by  which 
we  are  bound  to  faithfully  discharge  our  duty 
to  the  slate,  as  members  of  this  convention,  and 
with  those  oaths  before  us,  we  have  endeavored 
to  discharge  our  duty.  We  have  presented  this 
report,  and  we  are  prepared  to  stand  by  it,  and 
to  vote  for  it,  and  to  send  it  to  the  people  for 
their  action. 

The  Secretary  concluded  the  call  of  the  roll, 
and  announced  the  result  to  be, yeas  20,  nays  12, 
as  follows  : 

Yeas— The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
ofAlamakee,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Clarke  of  John- 
eon,  Edwards,  Ells,  Gower,  Gray,  Hollingsworth, 
Marvin,  Parvin,  Scott,  Secly,  Skiff,  Todhunter, 
Traer,  Warren,  Wilson  and    Young. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gil'son,  Gil- 
laspy.  Hall,  Harris,  Johnston,  Palmer,  Patter- 
son, Peters,  Price  and  Solomon. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  myself 
and  others  will,  at  the  meeting  of  t'.e  conven- 
tion this  afternoon,  present  a  protest  against 
this  scl.eduie. 

Tne  PRESIDE.XT.  The  convention  has  now 
voted  ujion  the  constitution  by  its  several  arti- 
cles, and  the  chair  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  voting  upon  the  constitution  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  that  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  vote  upon  the  constitution  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  JOHNSTOX.  I  would  like  to  have  some 
consultation  with  my  friends  upon  this  before  1 
am  caUod  upon  to  give  this  vote.  There  are 
some  things  in  this  constitution  that  I  like  very 
much,  while  there  are  other  things  in  it  I  do  not 
like. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SKIFF— 

The  Convention  then  tool:  a  recess  until  2 
o'clock,  P.  .M. 


Protest  against  the  Schedule. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled    at  2  o'clock  P. 
M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 


Mr.  HALL.  In  pursuance  of  the  notice  I 
gave  this  morning,  I  wish  to  offer  a  protest 
against  the  schedule  adopted  by  the  convention, 
signed  by  several  members  of  this  body,  and  I  ask 
that  it  may  be  spread  upon  the  pages  of  the 
journal.  I  shall  not,  at  this  late  stage  of  the 
convention,  say  one  woid  by  way  of  discussion. 
It  is  not  my  purpose,  in  presenting  this  protest, 
to  get  up  a  discussion  ;  but  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
conscientious  duty,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to 
put  this  protest  upon  record  with  the  vote  I  have 
given. 

The  protest  was  then  read  as  follows  : 
The  undersigned,  members  of  this  convention, 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following  protest  against 
certain  provisions  contained  in  the  schedule,  as 
passed  by  the  majority  of  the  convention  : 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  schedule,  the 
question  of  adopting  the  constitution  will  be 
submitted  to  the  people  for  their  approval  or 
rejection  on  the  first  Monday  of  August  X.  D. 
ISoY.  If  it  is  adopted,  it  becomes  the  supreme 
law  of  the  State.  The  first  election  under  it 
will  be  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1857. 
With  this  we  would  be  content.  But  the  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  sections  of  the  schedule  come 
in,  and  completely  discredit  the  first  section,  by 
denying  to  the  constitution  its  authoritative 
character,  in  the  important  and  primary  matter 
of  electing  their  representatives,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  State. 

The  constitution  recognises,  and  gives  to  the 
people,  the  right  to  elect  their  supreme  judges. 
The  manner  of  electing  those  ofBcers,  under  the 
present  constitution,  is  condemned  as  wrong; 
yet  although  the  constitution  provides  for  a  gen- 
eral election  in  ISoV  and  1838,  yet  this  right  of 
the  people,  so  unanimously  conceded,  is  with- 
held until  October  1859. 

The  constitution  provides  for  the  mode  and 
manner  of  apportioning  the  State  into  repie- 
sentative  districts.  This  manner  is  materially 
and  radically  different  from  the  mode  provided 
under  the  present  constitution,  and  would  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  State  at  the  October  elec- 
tion, 1857,  if  this  schedule  did  not  interpose  a 
veto  upon  it. 

In  the  place  of  allowing  the  wise  and  equitable 
mode  provided  by  this  constitution  to  govern  the 
apportioning  of  the  State  into  representative 
districts,  this  schedule  interposes  and  adopts  the 
apportionment  made  by  the  late  General  Assem- 
bly, and  again  denies  to  the  constitution  its  su- 
I  premo  character.  The  apportionment  in  this 
I  manner  adopted  is  grossly  unjust,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  very  first  principles  asserted  in  this 
constitution.  It  gives  the  power  to  a  minority 
of  nearly  twenty  thousand  of  the  people  of  this 
Slate,  to  elect  a  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  This  convention  tlien,  by  their 
action  sanctions  and  adopts  the  principle  that 
the  first  legislature,  that  shall  assemble  under 
this  constitution,  shall  be  elected  by  a  minority 
of  the  people  of  the  State. 
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The  undersigned  would  not  complain  of  a 
reasonable  delay  in  the  passing  from  the  old 
constitution  to  the  new  one.  But  where  it  is  ap- 
parent that  the  proper  time  has  been  enlarged, 
andjust  and  wise  reforms  are  delayed  and  with- 
held, for  mere  partisan  purposes  and  iid  vantages, 
the  undersigned  cannot  silently  stand  by  and 
suffer  the  outrage  to  be  consummated. 

We,  therefore,  protest  against  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  elections  of  the  supreme  judges  un- 
til October,  1859. 

We  protest  against  the  election  of  the  legisla- 
ture under  any  other  apportionment,  e.xcept 
based  upon  the  principles  declared  in  the  con- 
stitution. 

We  protest  against  continuing  the  apportion- 
ment law  of  the  late  General  Assembly  by  con- 
stitutional adoption,  because  we  know  it  to  be 
an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  by 
turning  over  to  the  minority  of  the  people  the 
power  of  the  government,  which,  upon  the 
highest  principles,  belongs  alone  to  the  major- 
ity. 

(Signed  by)  J.C.Hall, 

D.  P.  Palmer. 
A.  Harris, 
H.  D.  Gibson, 
Wm.  Patterson. 
John   H.  Peters, 
S.  Ayers. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be 
discussed.  I  shall  not  object  to  the  protest  go- 
ing upon  the  record,  and  1  hope  the  convention 
will  allow  the  majority  bf  the  committee  on  the 
schedule  the  right  to  put  their  statement  upon 
the  recoid  also. 

Mr.  WILSOX.  I  will  add,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Clay- 
ton, [Mr.  Scott,]  that  while  opposed  to  the  pro- 
test which  was  offered  this  morning,  while  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  being  called  upon  the  report 
of  the  committee,  upon  what  I  deemed  good  and 
sufhcient  grounds,  I  still  entertain  the  same  ob- 
jections to  the  protest  now  presented.  1  am  per- 
fectly willing,  however,  that  that  protest  shall 
go  upon  the  journal,  provided  the  convention 
will  grant  leave  to  the  majority  of  the  committee 
on  the  schedule  to  place  their  answer  to  the 
protest  also  upon  the  journal.  I  desire  that  the 
people  shall  have  both  sides  of  the  question. 
That  is  all  I  ask,  and  1  see  nothing  unfair  in 
such  a  request. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  I  have  no  objections  to  the 
protest  going  upon  the  journal,  although  it 
charges  those  who  voted  for  the  schedule  as  hav- 
ing acted  for  party  purposes.  I  presume  it  is 
well  known  that  it  is  not  the  kind  of  schedule  a 
great  many  of  us  wanted.  I  voted  for  it  because 
it  was  a  kind  of  a  compromise;  and,  therefore, 
1  am  not  obnoxious  to  the  charge  that  I  voted 
for  it  from  party  motives.  It  was  not  the  sche- 
dule I  desired,  and  1  voted  for  it  almost  under 
protest.  I  said,  a  long  time  ago,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  sessions  of  the  convention,  that 
we  ought  not  to  turn  out  any  of  the  officers  un- 


til the  terms  of  their  office  had  expired  by  law. 
The  people,  in  electing  those  officers,  elected 
them  for  z,  certain  time;  and  because  we  have 
the  right  to  make  a  new  constitution,  and  re- 
move these  oflicers,  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  we 
should  do  so.  I  w^ould  have  kept  in  all  the  offi- 
cers until  their  terms  of  office  had  expired  by 
law.  The  schedule  we  have  adopted  cuts  off  a 
number  of  them.  It  cuts  off  some  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  do  not  ask  any  gentleman,  who 
voted  for  these  three  sections  in  the  schedule,  to 
believe  a  word  of  what  is  contained  in  the  pro- 
test. We,  who  have  attached  our  names  to  this 
paper,  have  done  so  from  the  desire  to  vindicate 
ourselves,  and  place  ourselves  right  upon  the 
record. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  gentlemen  desire 
to  pursue  the  unusual  and  extraordinary  course 
of  presenting  arguments  in  refutation  of  their 
own  action,  1  have  not  a  word  to  say.  The  ma- 
jority can  do  as  they  please.  But  when  gentle- 
men say  to  me  thaithey  have  examined  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  the  apportionment  they  have  made 
was  not  adopted  for  political  purposes,  I  must 
confess  that  I  have  some  slight  s.cruples  as  to 
their  sincerity,  or  else  as  to  their  sagacity.  We 
all  know  that  this  apportionment  gives  the 
power  to  a  minority  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  of 
the  people  of  this  stute  to  elect  a  majority  of 
the  legislature.  Why  this  was  done,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  these  gentlemen  will  have  to  answer 
before  the  people  of  this  state. 

I  can  tell  gentlemen  for  what  purpose  I  think 
it  was  done.  It  is  an  apportionment  for  party 
purposes,  carried  to  the  very  extreme,  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  United  States  Sena- 
tor, which  comes  off  in  18.39.  An  equitable  ap- 
portionment of  the  state  would  not  give  a  ma- 
jority of  this  convention  quite  as  sure  and  cer- 
tain success  in  that  election,  as  it  would  if  they 
took  up  this  infamous  project,  got  up  by  the 
late  general  assembly.  There  was  no  other 
plan  they  could  devise,  by  which  they  could 
give  to  so  large  a  minority  of  this  state  the  con- 
trol of  this  election. 

But  gentlemen  say  they  have  adopted  this 
principle  in  order  to  prevent  a  second  meeting 
of  the  legislature  in  1859.  I  cannot  see  the 
force  of  that  argument,  when  they  continue  the 
legislature  and  have  a  session  in  1858  instead  of 
1859.  Why  should  this  legislature  be  elected 
under  a  law  which  the  constitution  itself  re- 
peals ?  W^hy  do  you  say  in  the  first  article  of 
the  schedule  that  this  law  shall  be  supreme,  and 
then  afterwards  go  on  and  say  it  shall  not  be 
supreme  until  the  legislature  convene  in  1859, 
and  elect  a  United  States  Senator  ? 

It  is  no  trouble  to  district  the  state;  any 
school-boy  could  do  it,  for  all  he  has  to  do  is  to 
get  the  population,  and  then  with  the  ratio 
which  is  fixed  by  the  constitution,  he  could  very 
easily  make  it.  Why  was  not  the  apportion- 
ment for  the  election  of  the  general  assembly 
for  1859  made  under  this  constitution,  and  not 
under  the  law  of  the  late  general  assembly  ? 
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Gentlemen  may  suggest  a  tliousand  excuses, 
but  1  think  the  reason  is  quite  apjiarent,  for 
•I'loplinor  the  provision  here  made.  \Vhat  I  com- 
phiin  of  is,  the  simple  fact  that  the  first  legisla- 
ture, which  is  to  convene  under  this  constitu- 
tion, is  to  represent  a  large  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state.  Such  is  the  fact,  and  I  can 
demonstrate  it  hy  the  apportionment  bill. 

As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  wish  to  exci'e  any 
di^cusslon,  but  I  wi,-h  simply  to  enter  my  pro- 
test, in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  majority 
here,  upon  the  journal. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks upon  this  matter.  When  gentlemen  enter 
upon  a  di^^cussiou  of  this  kind,  they  ought  to 
look  over  the  entire  iielJ,  and  see  whether  they 
have  everything  right  on  their  own  side.  This 
schedule  provides  that  the  successors  of  such 
state  senators  as  were  elected  at  the  August 
election,  18-34:,  and  all  the  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  shall  be  elected  according  to 
the  apport  onmeut  uow  in  existence.  That  ap- 
portinnment  was  introduced  into  the  assembly 
in  18.54  and  1835  by  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Dei  .Moines  [.Mr.  Hall]  belongs. 
Now  what  is  the  result  of  this  apporiionment? 
The  result  of  it  is,  that  every  Republican  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor,  taking  the  average  of  popu- 
lation, represents  fifteen  thousand  four  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  every  Democratic  member  re- 
presents but  twelve  thousand.  Aud  yet  we 
propose  to  let  that  stand,  aud  let  the  senate  be 
elected  under  that  apportionment.  It  does  seem 
to  me  that  there  is  nothing  here  of  which  the 
gentleman  need  complain. 

Bat  the  gentleman  says,  that  he  feels  the  effect 
of  this  schedule,  in  regard  to  the  electiin  of 
Uuited  States  Senator,  which  comes  off  in  18.")9. 
No  doubt  his  party  felt  it  in  1854  and  in  18-35. 
when  the  .stale  Senite  sought  to  prevent  ilie 
election  of  a  United  States  S  nator  by  the  legis- 
lature, and  by  their  action  afforded  the  majori- 
ty in  the  United  States  Senate  an  excuse  for 
throwing  .Mr.  Harlan  out  of  bis  seat.  No  doubt 
they  ftlt  it  then,  and  were  acting  the  part  of 
■wise,  judicious  and  fair-minded  men.  But  now 
t  .ey  come  in  and  say  llu-y  feel  tlie  force  of  this 
apportionment,  and  say  it  is  a  niinoriiy  rule. 

The  last  election  shows  that  the  Republican 
parly  has  a  majority  in  this  state,  for  they  com- 
pletely swept  the  fielfJ.  And  if  there  is  to  bean 
ailv  iitage  either  way  to  the  parties,  I  ask, 
whether  it  is  not  right  that  the  party,  which 
has  been  the  latest  endorsed  by  the  people  of 
the  stale,  should  not  have  the  adviintage,  which 
is  to  grow  out  of  this  apportionment?  But  1 
Kay  here  again,  that  in  [in-paiitig  this  .schedule, 
wu  did  what  we  tlioiiglu  would  best  jiromote  the 
interests  of  the  slate. 

Gentlemen  may  complain,  and  say  that  we 
ought  to  make  an  apporiionment  under  the  con- 
slilution.  I  say  that  tiiere  is  a  law  of  appor- 
tionment in  existence  luiw,  under  which  it  is 
proper  to  elecl;  and  il  is  the  only  law  under 
which  wo  can  elect,  unless  we  go  to  work  and 
appurtiuu  the  represenlalives  of  this  State.     1 


will  give  the  reason  why  the  committee  did  not 
see  proper  to  provide  for  this  apportionment  un- 
der the  constitutiiin.  1  know  where  the  shoe 
pinches.  Gentlemen  fear  they  will  not  be  able 
to  get  the  advantage  which  they  hoped  they 
would  get.  But  when  they  come  to  read  us  lec- 
tures about  honesty,  fairness  and  propriety,  in 
political  action,  it  seems  to  me,  in  view  of  the 
political  history  cf  their  party,  that  they  should 
be  the  very  last  men  to  open  their  lips  about 
such  things.  We  know  that  whenever  they 
have  had  the  power,  they  have  taken  all  the 
advantage  they  could  get.  This  is  a  part  of 
their  political  history,  not  only  in  the  State 
governments,  but  in  the  national  government. 
And  yet,  with  all  the  history  of  their  black  do- 
ings in  the  past,  they  come  here  and  chaige  the 
Republican  party  with  unf\iir:iess  and  corrup- 
tion in  this  matter.  I  am  willing  to  let  the  his- 
tory of  the  two  parties  go  before  the  people.  I 
am  willing  to  let  the  reasons,  which  have  alrea- 
dy been,  aud  which  will  hereafter  be,  given  for 
the  action  c  f  the  committee,  and  the  m:ij"rity  of 
the  convention,  go  to  the  people.  I  have  no 
fears  that  the  people  will  repudiate  their  ac- 
tion. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Sloines,  [Mr.  Hall]— I  regret  that  he  has  left 
his  seat — might  find  something  in  the  political 
history  of  this  State,  as  connected  with  the  elec- 
tions of  this  State,  that  ought  to  act  as  an  es- 
toppel u[)on  his  mouth,  and  prevent  him  forever 
from  bringing  such  charges  against  men  as  be 
has  made  here. 

I  do  hope  that  this  convention  will  adjourn  in 
good  feeling  among  all  its  members;  and  I  do 
hope  that  nothing  will  r^cur  to  impair  that 
good  feeling.  I  hope  that  we  will  all  leave 
here  united  in  our  intentions  to  supfiort  this 
constitution.  But  I  expect  that  war  will  be  de- 
clared upon  it;  and  1  expect  that  that  protest  is 
the  first  step  taken  toward  that  declaration  of 
war.  But  if  it  is  to  come,  let  it  come  I  have 
performed  my  duty,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  my  own  judgment,  and  I  can  go  back  to 
the  people,  and  ask  them  to  indorse  my  action. 
If  they  refuse  to  indorse  it,  1  shall  cheerfully 
submit  to  their  decision  ;  but  I  have  no  fears  of 
the  action  of  the  people  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  IL\RRIS.  I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman 
from  Jeil'eison  [Mr.  Wilson],  has  in;ormed  us 
that  he  is  ready  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  they  shall  decide  against  him.  There 
must  be  some  consolation  for  him  in  that 
thought.  I  have  something  to  S;iy  here,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  happen  to  be  the  only 
person  here  that  was  perhaps  personally  in- 
volved in  one  of  these  gerrymanderiiigs  of  which 
ihe  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson] 
speitks,  as  having  occurred  in  the  former  politi- 
cal history  of  this  State. 

I  do  think  that  the  apportionment  of  the  last 
legislature,  up^n  which  this  convention  has  de- 
cided to  act,  was  a  very  unfair  one;  the  most 
unfair  of  any  one  that  i  have  ever  been  calltMi 
upon  to  investigate.     It  was  not  because  of  the 
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apportionment,  or  the  schedule   which   is  here 
presented,  that  I  came   to   tliat  conclusion.     I 
happens  (!   to  have  an  opportunity  to  pay  some 
little  attention  to  tho  deliberations  of  the  legs- 
lature  when  that  apporti  Kiment  was  under  dis- 
cussion.    I  happened  to  kn  w  something  of  the 
features  of  that  apportionment,  and  the  sort  of 
determination  that  prompted  the  majority  to  put 
it  through   under   the  lash.      Some  gentlemen 
who   led  off  in    that  matter  were  very   free   to 
confess  that  they  had  exhausted  all  their  skill  j 
in  attemptijig  to  find  Democratic  counties  upon  | 
■which  they  could  tack  large  Republican  majori-  I 
ties,  tor  the  purpose  of  disfranchising  the  ma-  j 
jority.     I    repeat,    that   it   was    not  since    this 
schedule   came    before    the    convention    that   I 
came   'o  the  conclusions  I  have  with  reference 
to  that  apportionment. 

I  must  say  that  I  felt  aggrieved,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Benton  [Mr.  Traer]  brought 
forward  the  proposition  he  did,  for  I  thought 
it  subjected  the  convention  to  some  extent,  to 
the  charge  of  endorsing  the  extraordinary  con- 
duct of  the  late  legislature.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing I  felt  all  this,  yet  not  with  the  expectation, 
however,  to  express  what  I  felt,  with  the  view 
of  getting  up  personal  quarrels  with  those  who 
might  differ  with  me,  because  tuey  represented 
a  port. on  of  the  people  of  the  state,  and  had  a 
right  to  take  a  different  view  in  regard  to  these 
matters  from  myself,  I  would  not  have  said  one 
word,  but  for  the  arraignment  of  the  action  of 
the  legislature  of  1852. 

Now  I  was  myself  connected  with  getting  up 
the  apportionment  at  that  time  Permit  me  to 
say  here,  that  that  apportionment  originated  in 
the  other  end  of  the  capitol,  under  the  eye  of 
his  excellency  Governor  Grimes,  than  whom  no 
man.  perhaps  exercised  more  influence  in  that 
end  of  the  capitol. 

I  undertake  to  say  here,  that,  as  far  as  my 
information  goes,  there  was  no  party  feeling  or 
excitement  upon  that  question.  I  know  that 
when  it  came  into  the  house,  the  question  of 
party  was  not  raised,  and  I  know  there  was 
more  obiection  on  the  part  of  Eome  members  of 
the  majority,  in  regard  to  the  disfranchising  of 
some  counties,  than  there  was  on  the  part  of 
the  minority.  I  undertake  to  say  there  was  no 
charge  made  with  reference  to  a  political  gerry- 
mandering. There  was  some  strife  between 
the  new  and  older  counties,  and  there  was  a 
feeling  in  the  house  of  representatives  and  in 
the  senate,  upon  that  question  ;  but  I  under- 
take to  say  that  there  was  no  discussion  upon 
the  question  of  party  politics.  Theie  was  no 
misunderstanding  in  regard  to  that  matter.  I 
know  there  were  complaints  made  about  the 
representation  which  was  given  to  some  of  the 
western  counties  ;  but  I  apprehend,  if  there  had 
been  any  of  this  unjust  gerrymandering,  of 
which  the  gentleman  speaks,  we  should  have 
heard  the  voice  of  Gov.  Grimes  upon  that  ques- 
tion. 

I  make  these  remarks  because  T  think  I  have 
as  good    a    right  to    claim  to  understand  this 


matter  as  the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr. 
Wilson],  who,  I  Uhdcrstand,  was  not  a  resident 
of  the  state  at  that  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  journals  show  what 
course  was  pursued  at  that  time. 

Mr.  TJ  ARRIS.  The  journals  do  not  show  that 
any  parly  questions  came  up.  The  only  thing 
which  tlie  journals  show  is  the  difference  that 
existed  between  the  new  and  old  counties.  The 
gentleman  says  that  the  m.'g'^rity  kept  a  certain 
man  as  a  member  upon  this  floor,  until  they 
had  passed  an  apportionment  bill.  I  happened 
to  be  here,  and  1  recollect  hearing  some  of  the 
discussion  that  took  place  in  regard  to  this  man 
Bryan. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether,  before  the  election  of  the  United 
States  Senator  came  on,  the  msijority  in  the 
house  of  representatives  did  not  give  the  con- 
testant of  a  seat  upon  that  floor,  the  democratic 
member,  his  seat,  and  oust  the  republican 
member? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  It  may  have  been  before  the 
election  of  the  Senator,  but  not  before  they 
were  in  caucus.  I  undertake  to  say,  that  they 
would  not  have  done  so,  had  they  not  believed 
that  the  Senate  would  not  permit  Bryan  to  go 
out,  so  long  as  the  other  branch  retained  the 
member  whose  seat  was  contested. 

Mr.  WILSON.  As  soon  as  the  senatorial  con- 
test was  determined,  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
if  the  committee  on  elections  did  not  make  their 
report,  and  if  the  senate  did  not  immediately 
act  upon  it,  and  give  the  republican  claimant 
his  seat? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer 
the  question.  I  undertake  to  say,  that  so  far 
as  the  senatorial  difiiculty  was  concerned,  it  was 
a  question  of  strife  between  the  two  houses  ;  and 
the  Democracy  said  that  as  long  as  the  other 
house  retained  the  republican  claimant  from 
Marion  county,  who  was  notoriously  a  usurper, 
in  his  seat,  they  had  no  occasion  for  tun  ingout 
Mr.  Bryan,  and  they  would  not  do  it,  until  the 
house  had  turned  out  this  man  from  Marion 
couny. 

The  gentleman  from  Jefferson  says  that  the 
majority  of  the  senate  passed  the  apportionment 
bill  here,  and  then  they  permitttd  that  man  to 
go  out.  But  I  will  ask  the  gentleman,  whether 
there  was  not  a  .majority  of  the  other  party  in 
the  other  house  at  the  same  time  ?  I  ask  tho 
fientleman  whether  ihey  were  under  the  neces- 
sity of  concurring  in  tne  apportionment  passed 
by  the  senate,  unless  they  chose?  Long  before 
the  close  of  the  session,  they  held  a  u  ajority  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature,  and  had  held 
the  majority  in  the  house  of  representatives 
during  the  whole  session  ;  and  yet  the  gentleman 
comes  inhere  and  attempts  to  shield  himself 
behind  the  action  of  that  legislature. 

The  democrats  are  arraigned  for  their  action 
upon  this  matter  of  the  election  of  United  States 
States  Senator,  and  for  taking  a  step  that  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  have  said  was  a  le- 
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gal  one,  a  step  to  prevent  those,  representing 
the  majority  ia  joint  couvention,  from  frittering 
away  a  whole  session  in  bickering  and  quarrel- 
ing among  themselves,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing a  United  States  Senator,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  democrats,  by  the  gentleman's 
own  confession,  holding  a  majority  upon  this 
floor,  had  gone  into  joint  convention  some  four 
or  five  times,  with  a  majority  against  them,  to 
elect  a  United  States  Senator.  And  yet,  be- 
cause of  the  notorious  quarrellings  and  bicker- 
ings among  the  majoriy,  they  were  unable  to 
elect  a  United  States  Senator.  But,  finally,  the 
democracy  concluded  that  they  hud  some  other 
purpose  to  subserve,  besides  that  of  spending  a 
whole  session  in  sitting  in  juint  convention  to 
elect  a  senator,  when  the  mujority  were  unable 
to  agree  among  themselves. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if 
the  democrats  did  not  consent  to  go  into  election 
of  senator,  and  if  they  did  not,  as  soon  as  the 
republicans  concentrated  thtir  strength  upon 
ilr.  Harlan,  as  their  candidate,  bolt  from  their 
agreement? 

Mr.  HARRIS.  There  was  no  understanding 
about  Mr.  Hai-lan.  1  happen  to  know  as  mucli 
as  any  other  gentleman  here  about  the  refusal  of 
the  Senate  to  go  into  that  election.  It  was  not 
known  what  the  action  of  the  majority  was  ; 
but  the  democrats  said  that  they  had  given  them 
five  opportunities  to  elect  a  senator,  and  they 
considered  that  they  were  exempted  from  wait- 
ing any  further  upon  these  party  quarrels,  in 
which  the  majority  were  unable  to  agree.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  there  was  no  understanding 
that  the  democrats  were  to  go  into  joint  conven- 
tion under  these  circumstances.  If  gentlemen 
Avill  permit  me  to  go  a  little  further,  I  will  say 
that,  so  far  as  the  refusal  of  the  democrats  to  go 
into  an  election  at  that  particular  time  was  con- 
cerned, the  objection  rose  with  gentlemen  who, 
up  to  that  period,  had  acted  with  the  opposition 
to  the  democracy.  I  undertake  to  say  that,  so 
far  as  that  political  struggle  is  concerned,  I  ap- 
prehend the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  will  not 
make  much  in  making  an  appeal  to  the  people 
of  this  Stale,  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  dem- 
ocrats, taking  in  connection  the  history  of  that 
session,  with  the  notorious  wasts  of  time,  and 
total  disregard  of  the  public  business,  that  fol- 
lowed on  the  part  of  the  majority.  I  have  no 
anxiety  to  allude  to  these  things,  and  discuss 
them  here,  and  should  not  have  done  so,  if  I  did 
not  consider  that  1  myself,  as  a  member  of  a 
former  legislature,  was  really  under  obligations 
to  do  so.  I  would  be  culpably  liable  if  I  did  not 
attempt  to  defend  myself,  and  thoso  who  acted 
with  me  at  that  time. 

There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer,  and  which  I  would  not  think  of  mention- 
ing, if  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [.Mr. 
Hall,]  was  in  his  seat,  but  I  would  leave  that 
gentleman  to  defend  himself.  He  is  not  here, 
and  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  say  a  single 
■word.  The  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wil- 
Bon,]  says,  that  there  is  a  little  matter  in  con- 


nection with  tlie  history  of  elections  in  this  State, 
that  he  should  think  would  place  an  estoppel 
upon  the  mouth  of  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  [Mr.  Hall,]  in  reference  to  making  the 
complaints  he  has  here.  Having  heard  this 
thing  so  often,  so  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines  is  concerned,  I  had  supposed  that  it  had 
become  worn  so  threadbare,  that  gentlemen 
would  not  again  repeat  it.  We  all  know  to  what 
the  gentleman  refers.  It  is  the  history  of  a  cer- 
tain poll  book  affair  that  occurred  upon  the 
Missouri  River.  If  the  gentleman  from  Des 
Moines,  or  any  other  gentleman,  were  really 
guilty  of  the  charge  of  theft,  in  thnt  matter,  as 
some  gentlemen  have  been  in  the  habit  of  insin- 
uating, ever  since  the  transaction,  I  have  only 
to  say  that  I  do  not  stand  here  the  apologist  for 
theft,  or  any  other  crime. 

And  I  will  say  another  thing  here;  that  if  it 
be  wrong,  as  it  certainly  is,  to  steal  at  any  time, 
and  especially  to  steal  poll-books,  it  was  cer- 
tainly more  wrong  to  steal  these  than  any  other; 
because  I  understand  that  anything  which  a 
man  pays  money  for  is  his,  and  it  is  generally 
understood  that  the  opposition  had  bought  theso 
poll-books,  and  pai'l  a  good  round  sum  for  the 
votes  contained  in  them  ;  and  they  were,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  them,  and  these  books  should 
not  have  been  taken  away  from  them  in  this 
manner. 

So  far  as  the  history  of  that  transaction  is 
concerned,  I  apprehend  that  if  gentlemen  will 
take  the  trouble  to  make  an  examination,  they 
will  not  find  very  much  perhaps  to  glory  in  upon 
either  side  of  the  question.  When  Elder  Hyde 
could  admit  that  the  price  of  those  poll-books 
was  one  thousand  dollars,  which  they  received, 
I  think  that  gentlemen  upon  the  one  side  would 
feel  as  much  delicacy  in  mentioning  it  as  a  des- 
picable transaction,  as  they  would  upon  the 
other  side.  But  let  me  say,  as  I  said  before, 
that  it  was  certainly  wrong  to  take  them,  be- 
cause what  a  man  pays  his  money  for  belongs  to 
him.  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the  apologist  of  the 
gentleman  from  Des  Moines,  if  he  was  con- 
nected with  it ;  but  it  is  well  for  gentlemen  to 
understand  the  whole  of  the  transaction,  before 
they  are  ready  to  indulge  in  their  insinuations 
here. 

Permit,  me  to  make  a  remark  or  two  upon  this 
schedule.  The  gentleman  from  Jefferson,  [Mr. 
Wilson,]  says  that  he  understands  this  protest 
to  be  the  war  cry,  the  signal  for  attack  upon  this 
constitution.  I  do  not  expect,  or  pretend,  to 
speak  for  any  body  but  myself.  But  so  far  as 
I  am  able  to  present  this  constitution  before  the 
people,  I  do  not  expect  to  try  to  influence  the 
vote  of  any  bod^-,  pro  or  con  ;  neither  do  I  un- 
derstand that,  by  any  thing  I  have  said  or  done 
here,  1  am  pledged  to  vote  either  for  or  against 
it.  But  I  claim,  and  shall  exercise  all  the  priv- 
ilege of  an  elector  when  I  go  to  the  ballot  box. 
I  claim  that  my  right  to  exercise  my  choice  how 
I  shall  vote  is  not  compromised  in  the  least.  I 
expect  to  exercise  that  right  independently  and 
fearlessly,  and  I  expect  every  voter  in  the  State 
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•will  do  the  same.  I  do  not  understand  that,  in 
placing  my  name  upon  the  protest  against  this 
schedule,  and  the  principle  there  involved,  it 
pledges  me,  if  I  think  that  the  principles  of  that 
constitution  are  right  and  proper,  to  vote  against 
putting  them  into  operation,  because  this  sched- 
ule lasts  only  for  a  day  as  it  vrere,  v?hile  princi- 
ples of  government  are  to  be  established  by  this 
constitution  upon  the  institutions  of  this  State 
for  an  age. 

While  I  think  that  the  schedule  upon  its  very 
face,  shows  extreme  partyism,  yet  I  do  not  fear 
the  result  of  it  so  much,  because  I  believe  the 
history  of  elections  in  this  government,  that 
where  electors  are  free,  where  parties  resort  to 
unfair  apportionment  and  to  gerrymandering, 
they  are  always  in  the  end  sure  to  meet  defeat, 
although  success  may  at  first  crown  their  eiforts. 
I  apprehend  that  the  majority  here  will  find,  ?o 
far  as  supporting  the  principles  of  this  schedule 
is  concerned,  and  so  far  as  it  may  be  regarded 
as  partizan  action  to  control  the  elections  of 
ofilcers,  that  the  action  of  the  majority  in  this 
respect  will  receive  a  most  complete  condemna- 
tion from  the  people. 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not  understand  that 
I  am  pledged,  by  the  manner  in  which  I  have 
seen  proper  to  protest  against  this  schedule,  to 
vote  against  this  constitution.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  protest  pledges  any  gentleman  who  has 
signed  it  to  do  so.  1  think  the  man,  who  would 
make  the  schedule  a  reason  for  voting  against 
the  constitution,  would  prefer  the  shadow  to  the 
substance. 

So  far  as  the  partyism  of  this  schedule  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  this  is  evident  upon  its  face.  As 
near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  I  find  that — not 
twenty  thousand  as  was  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines — but  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  thousand  will  be  disfranchised  entirely 
by  that  apportionment.  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  make  comparisons  and  investigations, 
and  h'ere  is  a  single  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  convention.  Take  three 
counties  near  the  northern  part  of  the  state  that 
are  strongly  republican,  and  with  only  a  popu- 
lation of  four  thousand  each  ;  they  are  each 
given  a  reprisentative,  while  the  county  of  Da- 
vis with  a  population  of  twelve  thousand,  and 
the  county  of  Appanoose  with  a  population  of 
ten  thousand,  are  only  given  a  representative 
each.  The  county  of  Wayne,  with  a  pop'Jation 
as  large  as  either  of  these  three  northern  repub- 
lican counties,  is  not  given  a  representative,  but 
is  coupled  with  the  other  two  counties,  Appa- 
noose and  Davis,  to  get  a  third  representative. 
These  are  matters  of  history.  These  are  facts 
which  will  appeal  to  the  people  of  this  State,  not 
upon  the  question  of  adopting  this  constitution, 
but  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  elect  and  place 
in  the  legislature  members  to  be  elected  by  such 
palpably  unfair  means. 

I    think     that    all     officers     should      have 
been  elected  at    the    first    election    under    this 
constitution,    and   it    would    have    been     bet- 
ter   if     provision    had      been    made     fur     the 
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election  of  the  whole  legislature  then.  I 
would  prefer  to  see  the  present  legislature  come 
back,  than  to  have  an  apportionment  fastened 
upon  us,  for  which  no  apology  can  be  offered, 
save  that  it  is  designed  to  secure  an  advantage, 
however  much  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
the  state  might  be  changed,  by  which  the  pres- 
ent majority,  however  insignificant  the  minor- 
ity into  which  they  might  sink,  would  hold  the 
balance  of  power  in  the  legislature. 

But  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  ask  us, 
why  do  we  complain  when  the  senate  is  left 
just  as  it  was.  Four  years  ago  we  held  the«ma- 
jority  and  when  the  republicans  were  placed  in 
the  same  situation  in  which  we  are  now  placed, 
we  compelled  those  who  came  in  here  upon  an 
increase  of  representation,  and  by  a  change  of 
d  stricts,  to  draw  lots  among  themselves;  and  as 
an  evidence  that  there  was  nothing  unfair  in 
this,  I  believe  that  but  one  democrat  to  five  of 
the  opposition  secured  long  terms.  And  yet 
when  the  same  case  arises  here,  they  all  hold 
over.     That  is  what  we   complain  of. 

A  remark  or  two  further  and  I  will  close.  The 
gentleman  from  Jeflerson  [Mr.  Wilson]  says, 
that  we  are  estopped  from  complaining  of  these 
things  in  view  of  the  past  history  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  This  kind  of  assertion  will 
answer  very  well  for  declamation  upon  the 
stump  ;  but  even  if  it  were  all  true,  which  I  de- 
ny, I  do  not  understand  that  we  are  thereby 
estopped  from  comming  in  here  and  protesting 
against  what  we  see  is  wrong  and  unfair.  Per- 
mit me  here  to  say  that  it  is  strange,  if  the  his- 
tory of  the  d  emocratic  party  is  such  as  the  gen- 
tleman complains  of,  that  that  party  should  have 
succeeded  for  so  long  a  period  of  lime  in  main- 
taining its  ascendency  in  the  government  of  this 
country.  It  is  very  fortunate  for  the  gentleman 
just  at  this  time,  in  making  a  charge  of  this  kind, 
that  he  can  claim  to  belong  to  a  party  that  has  no 
history.  After  garroting  the  party  to  which  ho 
has  belonged,  after  stabbing  the  old  party  with 
which  he  has  been  associated,  he  can  come  in 
here  now  and  make  his  charges  against  its  his- 
tory, and  shield  himself  behind  a  barricade 
where  we  cannot  make  the  same  chai-ges  against 
the  party  to  which  he  now  belongs,  for  fortu- 
nately for  him  it  has  no  history.  Permit  me 
here  to  say,  if  the  stand  that  has  been  made 
here  is  followed  up,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  it  will  have  a  history,  and  one  which  I 
apprehend  the  gentleman  will  be  as  ready  to  get 
rid  of,  as  he  has  been  of  the  history  of  that 
party  with  which  he  says  he  has  been  hereto- 
fore associated. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  statement  in 
relation  to  some  things  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Appanoose  and  myself.  It  will  not 
take  a  great  many  facts  to  upset  all  the  decla- 
mations which  the  gentleman  can  make.  He 
can  declaim  as  much  as  he  pleases  about  the 
action  of  the  democratic  party  in  1851-5.  The 
journal  shows  what  that  action  was  ;  and  it 
shows  that  Mr.  Clark  was  admitted  to  his  seat 
by  a  majority  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
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the  fourth  day  of  January,  1855,  pending  the 
senatorial  contest.  The  sixth  day  of  January 
was  the  day  tor  the  joint  convention  from  which 
the=e  immacuLate  senators  bolted.  What  then 
do  we  find  in  the  senate  ?  In.^tead  of  turning 
Mr  Bryan  oat  of  his  seat  before  they  went  into 
the'ioint  convention,  and  before  the  senate  could 
fict  upon  the  adjournment,  we  find  that  they 
Tiept  Mr.  Brvan  in  his  seat,  until— when?  The 
ioint  convention  was  on  Saturday.  A  majority 
of  both  branches  elected  Mr.  Harlan  senator, 
and  the  contest  was  ended.  On  Monday  these 
iiimvicalate  democrats  turned  out  Bryan  and 
admitted  Jordan 

Mr.  HARRIS, 
the  result  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.     No,  sir ;  Mr.  Harlan  had  three 
votes' more  than  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  but 
Mr  Bryan's  did  on  this  side  of  the  house.     He 
controlled   it ;    and  it   was    by  the   use  of  Mr 
Brvan's  vote  that  the  democratic   senate  could 
adjourn    from  Saturday   over    to  Monday    and 
therebv  attempt  to  defeat  the  election  of  United 
otates  Senator.     Mr.  Bryan's  vote  would  answer 
every  purpose  of  controlling  the  senate,  so  long 
as  it  was  desirable  to  that  party  to   control  it; 
but  after  the  senatorial  contest  had  closed,  then 
these    gentlemen  could   afford  to   let   the   man 
elected  by  the  people  take  his  seat  and  act  as  a 
member  of  the  body.     They  had  investigated  it 
in  committee  before  that  time.     They  knew  all 
about  it      They  were  prepared   to  act  upon  it  ; 
and  on  Monday  they  did  act  upon  it,  and  threw 
Mr  Bryan  out  of  the  seat,  because  they  had  no 
farther  use  for  him  in  particular.     The  appor- 
tionment was  past ;  the  senatorial  conflict  was 
past-  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  had  been 
elected-  the  state  printer  had  been  elected;  all 
their  officers  had  been  elected ;  and  Mr.  Bryan 
was  of  no  further  use  politically.     Therefore  he 
could  go  ;  and  the  people  of  Polk  district  could 
be  represented  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  by 
llie  man  whom  they  intended  to  vote  for  United 
States  senator  for  them,  but  who  was  kept  out 
by  that  party.     Yet  we  are  arraigned  here  now 
by  gentlemen  who  consider  their  party  a  party 
belonging  to  history,  and  attempts  are  made  to 
sneer  at  members  upon  this  floor  who  have  now 
turned  the  cold   shoulder  to  that   party,     and 
turned  its  carcass  over  to   other  hands.     Very 
well,  sir;  it  only  shows  the  independence  which 
existed  among  men  who  were  connected  with  the 
•  old  whig  party,  and  men  who  composed  the  old 
democratic  party,  to  rise  above  the  party  shackles 
which  Ptill  bind  the  minority  upon  this  floor,  and 
to  act  like  men.     When  the  leaders  of  the  party 
interfered  with  the  interests  and  the  principl-s 
of  the  party,  they  burst  their    party  bonds  and 
came  out  like  treemcn,  not  crouching  down  be- 
fore the   power   which    demanded    that  all  the 
principles  of  the  party   should  be  surrendered. 
That  is  the  diff"erence.     I  am  proud  that  I  belong 
to  such  a  party.     I    would  rather  occupy  that 
position  to-dav,   than  to  be  the  oldest  democrat, 
and  the  one  standing  highest  in  the  party,  be- 
cause even  he  must  submit  his  back  to  the  lash, 


and  stand  and  take  it  patiently,  or  he,  too,  must 
come  out  of  the  party. 

"We  have  good  democrats  upon  this  floor  act- 
ing with  the  republican  party,  noble  men,  noble 
in  heart,  noble  in  deed,  who  would  never  submit 
their  backs  to  be  lashed  by  the  power  that  has 
controlled  that  party.  That  is  the  reason  we 
find  them  here.  And  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
republican  partj%  as  the  gentleman  saj'S,  has  not 
a  long  history  as  a  party  organization.  It  has 
not;  but  as  to  its  principles,  go  back  to  the  days 
of  the  fathers  and  you  find  them.  We  are  only 
endeavoring  to  support  these  old  principles,  and 
we  care  not  whether  we  do  it  under  the  name  of 
republicans,  or  whether  it  is  under  any  other 
banner.  Whereon  floats  the  banner  upon  which 
these  pi'inciples  are  inscribed,  there  will  we 
rally,  and  there  will  we  strike.  The  gentleman 
may  pride  himself  upon  the  history  of  his  party 
as  much  as  he  pleases;  but  he  admits  that  it  is 
a  history  with  many  blots  upon  it. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  admit 
that. 

Mr.  W^ILSON.  Aye,  sir;  but  he  brings  up 
the  old  whig  party  as  a  comparison  ;  he  brings 
up  the  present  action  of  the  republican  party  as 
a  comparison;  compa,ring  them  with  what? 
With  the  same  foul  blots  upon  the  democratic 
history,  which  he  ascribes  to  them.  But  the 
foul  blots  upon  the  republican  party  he  has  fail- 
ed to  find,  and  he  cannot  find,  say  what  he 
pleases.  He  has  referred  to  one  thing  ;  in  fact, 
he  not  only  referred  to  it,  but  blurted  it  out  in 
fair  open  terms.  1  did  not  refer  to  anything  in 
the  history  of  any  gentleman  by  way  of  a  direct 
charge.  I  did  not  point  out  what  I  had  referred 
to;  but  how  readily  the  gentleman  from  Ap- 
panoose, [Mr.  Harris,]  understood  it.  It  is  a 
part  of  their  history,  and  being  versed  in  the 
history  of  the  party,  and  in  the  acts  of  the  party, 
as  a  matter  of  course  he  understood  me.  But 
he  says  that  the  other  party  was  engaged  in  a 
wrongful  transaction  also  ;  and  theiefore,  to  use 
his  term,  it  justified  them  in  stealing. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  say  that  I 
justified  stealing.  On  the  contrary,  1  said  that 
however  wrong  it  might  have  been  in  other 
cases,  it  was  here  doub  y  wrong,  for  the  reason 
that  what  a  man  pays  for,  he  is  entitled  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  That  may  have  been  the  gen- 
tleman's language  ;  but  it  seemed  very  like  a 
justification  to  me.  It  looked  like  it  ;  it  sound- 
ed like  it  ;  and  I  believe  it  was  it.  He  referred 
to  the  time  when  the  democratic  party  were  in 
power  for  so  long  a  time.  Why  were  they  in 
power  so  long  ?  Because  of  that  very  policy  to 
which  I  have  referred  and  which  he  endorses. 
Think  of  their  gerrymandering  schemes  to  over- 
turn the  action  of  the  people  in  the  selection  of 
their  officers.  If  they  coald  only  have  held  out 
under  their  apportionment  of  1854.  and  elected 
a  majority  to  the  last  general  assembly,  how 
nicely  they  might  have  sent  A.  C.  Dodge,  or 
some  other  man  back  to  the  senate.  That  would 
have  continued  this  power,  and  their  means  of 
keeping  in  power.     Every  man  of  them   knows 
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it.  They  are  steeped  ia  the  history  of  these 
transactions.  Let  them  go  to  the  people  with  their 
charge.-!,  if  they  will.  But  let  them  view  the 
receut  history  of  legislative  proceedings  ia  Il- 
linois ;  let  them  take  up  the  Ohio  constitution 
and  the  apportionment  made  by  the  democratic 
constitutioual  convention.  Let  them  take  it  all 
up,  and  say  whether  or  not,  in  every  instance 
where  that  immaculate  [larty  has  had  the  power, 
they  have  not  gerrymandered  so  as  to  deprive  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  their  right  to  be 
represented.  What  was  this  gerrymandering 
scheme  in  Illinois  for  ?  Any  honest  purpose  ? 
Was  it  intended  to  confer  upon  the  people  the 
right  to  give  a  free  und  unbiassed  expression  of 
their  will  in  relation  to  the  choice  of  United 
ted  States  senator  next  to  be  chosen  in  that 
state  ?  No,  sir  ;  it  was  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  perpetuating  the  power  of  Stephen  A.  Dou- 
glass, the  man  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ap- 
panoose [Mr.  Harris]  and  his  friends,  may  thank 
for  the  organization  of  the  republican  party,  and 
for  the  many  democrats  who  surround  me,  hav- 
ing been  an  old  leader  in  that  organization.  It 
■was  for  that  purpose  they  perpetuated  or  at- 
tempted to  perpetuate  that  act  of  apportion- 
ment. It  was  for  that  pui'pose  that  a  similar 
scheme  was  attached  to  the  constitution  of 
Ohio,  ft  is  for  the  same  purpose  that  they  al- 
ways pursue  these  transactions,  whenever  they 
are  in  power. 

I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this  further.  There 
is  one  thing  I  wish  to  refer  to,  called  to  my  mind 
by  the  gentleman  from  Warren  [Mr.  Todhunter] 
and  that  is  the  great  love  that  these  gentlemen 
now  have  for  the  present  legislature.  They  are 
perfectly  willing  to  let  that  legislature  come 
back  here,  although  they  charge  it  as  one  of  the 
rascally  abuses  of  that  legislature,  that  they 
have  d  sfranchised  thousands  of  voters  in  this 
state,  depriving  them  of  their  representation. 
Yet  that  rase-illy,  scoundrelly  set  of  men,  they 
are  willing  should  come  back  here  under  the 
new  c  jnslitution,  and  start  the  state  government 
under  that  instrument.  How  rapidly  these  gen- 
tlemen have  been  converted  !  How  they  stood 
up  here  the  other  day  and  battled  against  re- 
tainin  ;  that  legislature  in  power  !  How  stren- 
uously they  objected  to  retaining  them  in 
power  !  How  anxious  they  were  to  have 
fresh  men,  direct  from  the  people,  men  who 
should  come  out  from  the  ballot  box  next  Octo- 
ber, in  order  to  hold  a  session  under  this  consti- 
tution 1  But  that  is  all  departed;  and  why? 
Do  they  fear  that  that  legislature  cannot  return 
George  W.  Jones  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States?  Is  that  where  the  shoe  pinches?  Is 
that  what  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose  feels, 
to  use  the  expression  of  the  gentleman  froin  Des 
Moines  ?  It  must  be  so.  It  can  be  nothing 
else.  And  yet,  with  all  this,  they  now  ask  us  to 
forego  a  new  election,  and  bring  back  this  old 
legislature.  These  gentlemen  would  be  very 
willing  to  comt)romise  in  several  respects.  They 
ask  to  place  a  protest  upon  the  journals  of  this 
convention,  protesting  against  the  postponement 
of  the  election  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court; 


and  yet,  I  undertake  to  say,  that  some  of  the  very 
gentlemen  whose  nnmes  are  signed  to  that  pro- 
test, have  offered  to  compromise  by  providing 
for  the  election  of  one  judge  of  the  supreme  court 
next  October,  another  in  the  October  following 
and  another  in  1859.  If  this  principle  is  essen- 
liallj  wrong;  if  it  conflicts  with  the  principles 
of  our  constitution  ;  ifitisat  war  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  state  ;  if  it  is  depriving  the  people 
of  their  rights,  why  is  it  that  these  just  men, 
these  men  who  have  set  themselves  up  to  judge 
oihers,  are  willing  to  yield  two-thirfls  of  that 
principle,  and  reserve  one-third;  are  willing  to 
give  one-third  to  the  people,  and  reserve  two- 
thirds  for  themselves  ?  The  only  reason  is  that 
they  have  not  got  all  that  they  wanted.  That  is 
the  long  and  the  short  of  the  story.  If  they 
could  only  have  got  everything  they  wanted  here, 
not  a  word  would  have  been  uttered  here.  If 
they  had  had  a  majority,  and  could  have  passed 
a  schedule  ten  thousand  fold  more  unjust  than 
they  pretend  that  this  one  is,  which  charge  I  re- 
pudiate, they  would  have  stood  by  it  like  men, 
and  would  have  fought  until  the  last  hour  of  the 
session  to  sustain  it.  They  always  do  it.  But 
they  have  not  got  it  ;  and  now  they  object.  I 
do  not  want  to  continue  this;  but  take  them  all 
along  the  path-way  of  the  party,  and  we  find 
them  objecting.  They  met  in  national  conven- 
tion and  resolved  that  they  had  almost  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  integriiy  of  the  people,  and  of 
their  ability  to  govern  themselves.  Yet  when- 
ever the  people  through  the  ballot-box  interfere 
with  the  party,  how  soon  do  we  find  that  confi- 
dence departed.  T  do  not  wish  to  pursue  this 
question  any  further. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  wish  to  interpose.  My 
name  is  not  upon  that  protest,  but  I  would  like 
to  have  a  little  time,  not  fm-  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  protest,  but  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing up  the  accounts  of  the  convention.  I  want 
to  gel  together  the  committee  on  expenditures  ; 
and  I  would  ask  that  the  convention  take  a  re- 
cess until  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  is  very  proper  that  the 
constitution  should  be  read.  Perhaps  the  further 
discussion  of  this  matter  should  be  postponed 
until  that  is  concluded. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  do  not  care  when;  the 
fourth  of  July  next,  if  that  suits  gentlemen. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  desire  to  say  now,  for 
fear  I  may  not  be  in  my  seat  when  this  question 
comes  up,  that  it  is  not  a  correct  inference  which 
I  understood  the  gentleman  from  JeflFerson  to  in- 
timate, that  those  who  signed  that  protest  here, 
will  most  probably  go  home  and  oppose  the  con- 
stitution. I  signed  that  protest  and  I  voted 
against  that  schedule,  I  believe,  every  time  there 
was  a  vote  taken  upon  it.  lam  opposed  to  it 
and  therefore  I  signed  the  protest.  But  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  thatbecause  I  signed  that 
protest  I  shall  go  home  and  make  war  against 
the  constitution  we  may  adopt  here.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  shall,  or  that  I  shall  not.  I  intend 
to  act  in  that  matter  as  a  free  man.  So  far  as 
relates  to  the  charges  thrown    out  here  against 
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the  democratic  party,  they  do  not  amount  to 
anything.  My  oiva  impression  is  that  both  sides 
have  goqp  too  far  upon  this  question  ;  and  as  I 
desire  the  perpetuity  of  the  democratic  party, 
I  should  like  to  have  the  gentleman  from  Jef- 
ferson make  some  speeches  against  the  party  in 
my  county. 

xMr.  WILSON".     I  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  A  single  word — and  I  will  not 
occupy  more  than  <t  minute.  With  regard  to 
the  improper  advances  made  by  the  signers  of 
that  protest  for  a  compromise  here,  I  will  only 
sajr  for  myself,  that  while  I  said,  when  I  was  up 
before,  that  I  thought  we  ought  not  to  be  and 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  short  of 
electing  all  the  officers  at  the  first  election  un- 
der this  constitution,  yet  I  would  have  much 
preferi-ed  to  permit  this  legislature  to  come 
back  again,  rather  than  to  indorse  this  appor- 
tionment made  at  the  last  session.  I  believe 
that  is  the  feeling  of  my  friends  here,  generally. 
We  would  have  been  willing  to  do  anything 
honorable — not  dishonorable,  as  the  gentleman 
intimates — if  it  had  not  been  willed  in  the  cau- 
cus of  the  majority  that  that  apportionment 
should  be  fastened  upon  us,  we  would  have  been 
willing  to  do  anything  honorable  to  get  clear  of 
that  apportionment.  We  would  not  have  said 
that  we  were  willing  to  send  the  present  legis- 
lature back  again,  excepting  as  a  choice  of 
evils — that  is  all.  If  the  gentleman  can  make 
anything  of  that,  he  is  welcome  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  The  question  be- 
fore us  is  upon  granting  permission  to  spread 
that  upon  the  record.  Is  there  any  other  mo- 
tion pending? 

The  PRESIDENT.  No,  sir;  no  direct  mo- 
tion; but  the  Chair  will  suggest  that  the  consti- 
tution has  not  been  read  through  yet,  and  per- 
haps it  would  be  better  to  examine  it  by  day- 
light, rather  than  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  will  move  that  we 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject for  the  present  in  order  to  take  up  the  con- 
stitution. When  it  comes  up  again,  I  should 
like  tho  privilege  of  making  a  few  remarks 
upon  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  want  to  give 
my  reasons  for  voting  for  this  schedule;  but  it 
is  immaterial  whether  I  do  that  now  or  this 
evening. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  was 
agreed  to. 

Final  reading  of  the  Constitution. 

The  constitution  having  been  taken  up  for  its 
final  reading,  as  a  whole — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  said:  I  move  that 
the  constitutian  be  referred  to  a  cotnmitlee  of 
three  of  the  most  critical  scholars  in  the  con- 
vention, to  examine  and  report  upon  it.  I  think 
such  a  committee  could  examine  it  more  thor- 
oughly than  if  it   were   to    bo   read  through  at 


'  the  clerk's  desk.  It  would  give  the  constitu- 
I  tion  a  more  careful  scrutiny,  and  at  the  same 
I  time  would  relieve  the  Secretaries,  and  give 
,  them  an  opportunity  to  make  out  their  records. 
!  And  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  do  not 
j  wish  to  be  placed  upon  the  committee,  for  I  do 
I  not  include  myself  among  the  most  critical 
j  scholars  of  the  convention. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs.  Clarke  of 
Johnson,  Hall,  and  Gray,  as  said  committee. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused. 

The  PRESIDENT  named  Mr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  to  be  excused. 

The  PRESIDENT  again  appointed  Mr.  Clarke 
of  Johnson. 

Distributing   Green's  Reports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TODHUNTER, 

The  following  resolution  was  taken  up  for 
consideration  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of dollars,  to  pay  postage 

upon  Green's  Reports,  to  be  sent  to  members  of 
the  convention." 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  will  say  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that  the  Secretary  informs  us 
to-day  that  he  has  made  an  arrangement  for 
the  purchase  of  the  reports— the  three  volumes 
yet  to  come.  He  expects  some  of  them  this 
evening.  They  were  exp  essed  from  Chicago. 
He  wants  to  send  them  to  us,  and  this  a(ipears 
to  bo  the  better  way,  to  mail  them.  The  jiost- 
age  upon  each  volume  will  be  thirty  or  forty 
cents.     I  will  fill  the  blank  with  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnsnn.  I  am  somewhat 
familiar  with  the  cost  of  sending  these  volumes. 
I  understand  that  the  price  is  thirty  cents  ;  at 
least  that  is  what  I  have  been  paying  for  some 
weeks.  It  seems  to  me  that  fifty  dollars  is  too 
much  for  sending  only  thirty  or  forty  reports. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  There  are  about  one 
hundred  in  all. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  beg  leave,  in  this 
connection,  to  call  the  attention  of  members  of 
the  convention  to  this  fact.  We  have  already 
provided  for  sending  ten  daily  slips  of  these  de- 
bates to  each  member  ;  and  1  apprehend  that  the 
cost  of  the  postage  upon  that  and  this,  together, 
will  amount  to  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  dol- 
lars. These  things  look  small  in  tho  resolutions 
before  the  convention,  but  the  convention  will 
find,  when  they  add  up  the  postage  bills,  that  it 
will  be  an  enormous  sum.  It  is  for  gentlemen 
to  consider  whether  they  are  going  into  this 
blindly  or  not.  Personally,  I  have  no  interest 
in  the  matter,  being  at  home  here.  But  I  call 
the  attention  of  tho  convention  to  the  facs. 

.Mr.  MARVIN.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  convention  to  some  figures.  I  suppose 
thcro  will  be  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  sheets  of 
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the  debates  yet  to  come,  which  will  amount  to  | 
fifteen  dollars  to  each  member,  or  five  huiulred  j 
and  forty  dollars  for  sending  all  the  slips.  It  i 
is  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  each  slip  ;  each 
member  has  ten  slips,  maliing  fifteen  dollars  ; 
and  then  multiply  by  thirty-six,  the  number  of 
members,  and  we  have  the  result,  five  hundred 
and  forty  dollars.  Then,  if  such  shall  be  the 
number  of  slips,  the  postage  will  be  five  hundred 
and  forty  dollars.  Now  add  to  that  twenty-five 
dollars  for  the  postage  upou  Greene's  Reports, 
and  we  have  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars 
postage.  We  have  appropriated  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  reports  of  the  convention,  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  four  hundred  dollars;  and 
to  our  secretary  for  his  services,  indexing,  dis- 
tributing, &o.,  five  hundred  dollars;  making  :n 
all,  fourteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 
Now  suppose  that  we  should  take  the  duty  of 
distributing  these  journals  from  the  secretary, 
and  give  him  two  hundred  dollars  for  indexing 
and  superintending  the  printing.  T  en  suppose 
we  make  it  the  duty  of  one  man  to  distribute 
the  journals  of  the  convention,  Greene's  reports 
and  the  debates,  say  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
pay  him  five  hundred  dollars.  That  makes 
seven  hundred  dollars ;  and  we  should  save 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,  according 
to  these  figures. 

Mr.  GOWER.     That  cannot  be  possible. 

Mr.  TODHTJNTER.  It  will  not  come  to  a 
quarter  of  that. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  These  daily  slips 
cost  one  cent  a  sheet. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  They  would  only  cost 
half  a  cent  if  pre-paid. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  The  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  mull- 
ing the  sheets  of  my  volumes  from  New  York, 
and  pre-paying  the  postage.  It  would  be  one 
cent. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  But  the  postage  on  the 
Tribune  is  only  twenty-six  cents  a  year. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  True;  but  that 
comes  under  a  difi"erent  provision  of  the  law. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  mx)ve  to  fill  the  blank  with 
thirty  dollars. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.     I  accept  of  that. 

Mr.  YHUNG.  That  will  bring  him  about  five 
dollars  out  of  pocket.  The  postage  on  the  books 
will  be  thirty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  He  can  send  to  some  of 
the  members  without  sending  by  mail.  All  he 
asks  is  the  actual  cost  of  the  postage. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Postage  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  While  upon  the  subject  of 
postage,  I  will  say  that  the  postage  account  has 
been  sent  in  from  the  office  here,  and  it  is  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents.     In  addition  to  that,  there  is  a  statement 


calling  tl.e  attention  of  the  convention  to  the 
fact,  that  letters  will  continue  to  come  for  two 
or  three  weeks,  which  will  have  to  be  forwarded 
to  members.  If  it  is  desired  to  make  provision 
for  forwarding  these  letters,  it  should  be  done 
now. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  move  that  the  mail 
matter  forwarded  to  members  be  sent  unpaid. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  It  is  not  necessary  to  make 
that  motion.  If  no  action  is  taken,  that  will 
leave  them  unpaid. 

Mr.  GOWER.  I  think  the  rule  now  is  that  no 
printed  matter  goes  into  the  inail  unless  it  is 
pre-paid.    I  think  that  is  the  law  now  in  force. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Matter  is  forwarded  with- 
out being  pre-paid. 

M.  MARVIN.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  con- 
cerning these  slips  I  do  not  know  that  it  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  members.  We  have 
voted  to  each  of  the  members  ten  of  these  slips, 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to  our  constitu- 
ents during  the  session  of  the  convention,  to 
inform  them  as  much  as  possible  of  our  doing  i 
here.  I  do  not  know  that  we  desire  to  send 
them  still.  Now  that  we  are  about  to  adjourn, 
as  it  will  be  attended  with  considerable  addi- 
tional expense,  I  am  willing,  for  one,  to  forego 
the  pleasure  of  having  these  sent ;  but  am  willing 
to  wait  until  the  volume  is  completed,  and  then 
we  will  distribute  them  as  fast  as  we  can.  It  is 
only  necessary  that  one  slip  should  be  sent  to 
each  member,  in  order  that  he  may  inform  the 
publisher  what  corrections  he  desires  to  have 
made  in  the  volume.  I  move  to  dispense  with 
the  ten  slips  sent  to  each  member. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  I  should  be  op- 
posed to  that  change.  We  have  commenced  and 
received  about  one  hundred  and  forty  pages  of 
these  reports.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  these 
have  been  distributed  in  the  district  I  represent, 
and  in  the  first  place  to  the  editors  of  papers  in 
my  district.  These  slips  will  be  almost  useless 
in  the  hands  of  those  persons,  to  whom  we  have 
sent  them,  unless  they  are  continued,  so  that 
they  can  have  the  whole  of  them  when  we  get 
through,  so  that  they  shall  be  complete.  This 
has  been  done  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  I 
wish  to  say,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  so 
far  as  my  district  is  concerned,  that  if  the  State 
is  too  poor  to  pay  the  postage  upon  these  slips, 
I  am  willing,  from  my  own  pocket,  to  deposit 
money  with  the  printer  to  pay  the  postage  upon 
the  slips  I  am  entitled  to.  The  slips  I  want, 
and  if  the  State  will  not  pay  for  them,  I  will  de- 
posit money  with  the  printer  to  pay  the  postage 
myself. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  PARVIN.  Our  work  is  done  ;  nnd  no  in- 
formation we  can  send  our  constituents  now 
will  undo  it.  I  think  the  object  o^sendiog  them 
is  pretty  much  done  away  with  ;  and  if  we  can- 
not receive  them  tor  less  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars postage,  I  think  we  ought  to  do  without 
them.     I  am  satisfied  that  the  reporter  and  pub- 
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lisher  will  get  the  reports  as  near  right  as  is 
necessary  ;  and  by  doing  without  the  slips  we 
save  nearly  all  the  expense  of  this  postage. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  We  shall  n^t  get 
the  volume  when  bound,  to  distribute  throu-ih 
the  State,  i)robably  before  July.  They  may 
finish  the  printing  in  May,  and  finish  the  distri- 
bution in  July,  which  will  be  too  late  to  be  of 
much  immediate  value  in  influencing  the  vote  of 
the  people.  But  if  the  editors  of  papers  get 
these  slips,  they  will  be  provided  throughout  the 
State  with  this  information  as  fast  as  it  can  be 
put  in  type,  and  indeed  about  as  fast  as  they  can 
make  use  of  it.  The  people,  ther  fore,  will  be 
posted  up,  upon  all  the  principal  questions 
which  come  before  the  convention,  before  the 
volume  will  bo  ready  for  distribution.  I  see  no 
necessity,  and  no  reason  for  changing  the  rule. 
There  is  just  as  much  necessity  for  our  taking 
the  slips  now  as  when  the  convention  was  in 
session,  excepting  perhaps  the  one  sheet  for  each 
member.  There  was  no  more  necessity  for  the 
nine  copies  to  be  distributed  throughout  the 
State  when  the  convention  was  iu  session 
than  now.  One  copy  was  intended  for  each 
member,  to  inform  him  what  had  been  done 
during  the  session ;  but  the  same  reason  now 
exi-ts  for  sending  the  other  nine  cojiies  to  the 
counties  which  has  existed  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  convention.  I  am  certainly  opposed 
to  cutting  off  this  information  which  the  people 
demand.  I  would  rather,  if  gentlemen  wish  to 
curtail  this  matter,  curb  it  in  some  other  re- 
speits.  The  people  can  better  afford  to  have 
some  other  matters  curtailed  than  this,  which  is 
intended  to  sjiread  the  earliest  information  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  State  of  what  we  have 
done  in  thi.s  convention. 

Mr.  PARVIX.  I  am  not  particular  about  the 
fate  of  11  y  motion.  The  [)ublisher  informs  us 
that  he  supposes  the  expense  of  publishing  these 
slips  bereaf.er  will  be  about  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Jones, 
[Mr.  Marvin,]  that  we  are  paying  too  much. 
He  estimates  the  postage  to  be  five  hundi'ed  and 
and  forty  dollars  ;  and  if  that  is  correct,  we  shall 
save  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  by  dis- 
pensing with  these  slips.  I  leave  it  to  members 
whether  they  will  save  that  expense  by  doing 
without  these  slips. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  So  faras  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  would  rather  have  the  slips  than  the 
bound  volumes. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakoe.  They  would  be  of 
more  benefit  to  the  State. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Ilonry.  And  mr-re  benefit 
to  myself;  lor  everybody  will  be  asking  for 
tbeui. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  John.xon.  I  hope  that  mo- 
tion will  not  prevail.  I  have  been  sending  these 
slips  regularly  to  nine  of  my  constitueuts,  one  of 
them  tlie  Chief  Justice,  in  this  city,  and  they 
will  expect  to  he  supplied  with  the  complete  set  ; 
as  I  have  assured  them  that  I  should  continue  to 
send  them.     If  these   slips  are    cut  off,  1   shall 


have  to  take  nine  of  my  bound  copies  to  furnish 
them. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  these  will  not  be  cut  off. 
I  have  sent  to  some  of  my  constituents,  with 
the  statement  from  me,  that  I  would  send  them 
the  complete  set,  so  that  they  could  preserve 
them,  and  have  them  bound.  They  will  expect 
me  to  keep  that  promise.  Thej'  want  to  keep 
the  file  entire. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT.  I  am  desired  to  say  to 
members  of  the  convention,  that  as  there  are 
some  typographical  and  other  errors  in  the  slips 
already  printed,  and  as  other  errors  may  occur 
hereafter,  both  before  and  after  our  reporter 
commences  his  revision  of  the  proof,  he  would 
desire  each  member,  before  the  close  of  the  pub- 
lication, to  forward  to  him  such  errors  as  they 
may  be  able  to  discover,  and  he  will  insert  them 
under  the  general  head  of  "Errata,"  to  come  in 
just  before  the  debates. 

On  motion,  the  convention  took  a  recess  until 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 


NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  7  P.  M.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  from  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures, called  up  the  report  with  regard  to 
newspapers  furnished  to  members,  which  had 
been  corrected,  and  which  was  accompanied  by 
the  following  resolution: 

'■'-Resolved,  That  the  allowances  made  in  the 
annexed  statement  be  allowed,  and  that  certifi- 
cates of  the  same,  signed  by  the  president,  and 
attested  by  the  secretary,  be  delivered  to  the  au- 
ditor of  state." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  jeported  from  the  same  com- 
mittee the  following  statement: 

Compeiisation  of  Officers. 

Tho?.  J.  Saunders,  Secretary,  47  days,  at  $6 
per  diem,  $282,00. 

E.  N.  Bates,  Assistant  Secretary,  47  days  at 
$G  per  diem,  $282,00. 

S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  47  days, 
at  $3  per  diem,  $141,00. 

F.  Thompson,  Door-keeper,  47  days,  at  $3  per 
diem,  $141,00. 

J.  II.  Merritt,  Fireman,  47  days,  at  $3  per 
diem,  $141,00. 

John  Quaintance,  Assistant  Fireman,  44  days, 
at  $3  per  diem,  $132,00. 

James  Hawkins,  Messenger,  47  days,  at  $2,50 
per  diem,  $117,50. 

George  Clearman,  Assistant  Messenger,  47 
days,   at  $2,50  per  diem,  $117,50. 
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W.  Conard,  2d  Assistant  Messenger,  41  days, 
at  $2,50  per  diem,  $111,50. 

A.  J.  Kynett,  Chaplain,  $150,00. 

Also,  the  following  resolution  : 

''Resolved,  That  a  certificate,  signed  by  the 
president,  and  attested  by  the  secretary,  em- 
bracing the  above  statement,  be  delivered  to  the 
auditor  of  state." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  Expenditures. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  from  the  committee  on  ex- 
penditures, reported  the  following  statement  and 
resolution: 


''Resolved,  That  John  Bittman's  account  for 
translating  the  constitution  into  the  German 
language,  and  printing  the  same,  as  per  resolu- 
tion of  this  convention,  bo  audited  by  the  state 
auditor,  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  such  work 
the  s.ime  prices  as  are  now  allowed  by  law  for 
simila-  work  to  the  state  printer. 

"  Resolved,  That  Henry  P.  Scholte's  account 
for  translating  tlie  constitution  into  the  Dutch 
language,  and  printing  and  distributing  the 
same,  shall  be  audited  by  the  state  auditor  ;  and 
that  he  be  allowed  for  printing  the  same,  the 
same  prices  as  are  now  allowed  by  law  for  simi- 
lar Work  to  the  state  printer. 

"Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  A.  P.  Luse  & 
Co.,  for  printing  the  debates  of  the    convention, 


Thos.  J.   Saunders,  for  enrolling  journal  and  j  under  contract  made   for    such  work,  (see  page 


constitution,  $200,00. 

Willis  Conard,  forwarding  letters  after  ad- 
journment, $30,00. 

Mrs.  Wall,  for  paste,  $4,00. 
Post  office  accounts,  $534,38. 
Wm.  Gray,  for  enrolling  constitution,   $35,00. 
E.    Sells,  Secretary  of  State,    for   books  pur- 
chased under  order  of  the  convention,  per  bill 
filed,  $740,00. 

E.  Sells,  Secretary  of  State,  for  distributing 
Green's  reports,  under  resolution  of  the  con- 
vention, $30,00. 

W,  Blair  Lord,  for  superintending  printing, 
and  indexing  debates,  $200,00. 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  conven- 
tion sign,  and  the  secretary  attest,  a  certificate 
of  the  correctness  of  the  foregoing  accounts,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  auditor  of  state." 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  would  suggest  that  if  it 
is  desired  to  make  any  provision  for  mailing 
letters  which  may  arrive  after  we  adjourn,  it 
should  be  done  now,  to  be-  inserted  in  this  ac- 
count. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  There  was  an 
appropriation  to  Willis  Conard  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  PETERS.  Was  not  that  intende'l  to  pay 
for  his  services  in  re-mailing?  I  supposed  that 
the  expense  of  the  re-mailing  was  to  be  charged 
to  the  State. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  understood  that  he  was  to 
pay  the  postage  and  charge  it  to  the  state  ;  I 
think  that  was  the  wording  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  proceeded  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

"Resolved,  That  John  Teesdale,  of  the  Iowa 
Republican,  be  allowed  for  the  incidental  print- 
ing of  this  convention,  the  same  prices  as  are 
allowed  for  similar  work  by  law  to  the  state 
printer,  and  that  a  bill  for  the  samebe  presented 
to  the  auditor  of  state. 

"  Resolved,  That  John  Mahin's  account  for 
printing  the  journals  and  the  constitution,  per 
resolution  of  this  convention,  be  audited  by  the 
state  auditor,  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  such 
work  the  same  prices  as  are  now  allowed  by  law 
for  similar  work  to  the  state  printer. 


6  of  debates,)  be  audited  by  the  state  auditor, 
on  the  certificates  of  W.  Penn  Clarke,  chairmaa 
of  committee  of  printing  debates. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  W.  Blair  Lord 
for  reporting  the  debates  of  this  convention,  un- 
der contract  made  for  such  work,  (see  page  26 
of  debates,)  be  audited  by  the  state  auditor,  on 
the  cir'ificates  of  W.  Penn  Clarke,  chairman  of 
committee  of  printing  debates." 

Greeners  Reports. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  This  bill  of  books  pur- 
chased by  the  secretary  of  state  does  not  include 
theconsiitutions  of  other  states,  Cushing's  Man- 
ual, either  volume  of  Clarke's  Reports,  or  the 
first  volume  of  Greene's  Reports.  I  will  read 
the  statement: 
Forty  copies   Greene's   Supreme   Court 


Reports,  vol.  2,         -         - 

$200  00 

..      ^     .(             ..             « 

vol.  3,     200  00 

<(                      (t                      U                      (( 

vol.  4,     200  00 

"             "     Morris's  Reports, 

120  00 

Freight,  charges,  &c.. 

20  00 

Total, $140  00 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  have  a  letter 
from  Judge  Greene,  of  which  I  will  read  the  last 
paragraph  : 

"  My  third  volume  will  soon  be  ready  to  de- 
liver, and  my  fourth  volume  is  promised  by 
the  first  of  June  next.  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of 
each  as  soon  as  bound." 

I  received  this  letter  from  Judge  Greene  last 
evening.  He  states  that  he  has  sent  me  forty 
copies  of  the  second  volume  ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
received  them.  I  went  to  the  office  of  the  ex- 
press company  this  morning,  but  they  had  not 
arrived.  The  convention  will  see  from  this  cor- 
respondence that  the  third  volume  is  not  ready 
for  delivery  ;  that  the  fourth  volume  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  before  the  fi'St  of  June.  I  de- 
sire to  present  to  the  convention  this  question 
whether  the  convention  is  willing  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  incurring  this  debt  of  four  hun- 
dred di  liars  for  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of 
Greene's  reports,  which  we  have  not  received 
and  cannot   obtain   until  long  after  the  c  onven 
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tion  adjourns  ?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  that  is  not  cutting  a  little 
too  deep. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.     I  desire  to  say  in  justifica- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  state  that — 

Mr.  CLARKE,  (in  his  seat.)     I  do  not  blame 
him  at  all. 

_  Mr.  JOHNSTON.  He  understood  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  convention  to  cover  all  these  supreme 
court  reports;  and  upon  entering  into  corres- 
pondence with  Judge  Green,  he  has  learned  that 
the  second  volume  is  ready  immediatelj%  and  the 
third  and  fourth  volumes  will  be  ready  in  a  short 
time.     That  is  the  situation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     I  do  not   blame 

the  secretary.      He  has  done  his  duty  under  the       ^  ._   ___  _ __ 

resolution.  The  question  is  whether  the  con-  j  State  the  volumes  they  have  already 'rec"ived. 
vention,  the  books  not  having  been  received,  j  I  have  no  feeling  upon  this  subject  whatever', 
will  nottake  such  action  as  will  relieve  the  State  That  motion  was  voted  down.  The  convention 
from  this  liability.  The  books  have  not  been  determined  yesterdav  to  keep  these  volumes, 
received  in  time  for  the  use  of  this  convention  :  j  The  first  volume  of  Greene's  Reports  has  been 
and  hence  I  suppose  that  any  contract  made  i  distributed  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are 
with  Judge  Greene  by  virtue  of  the  resolution,  j  to  have  any  of  them  distributed,  we  want  the 
not  having  been  carried  out  upon  his  part,  may  whole  series.  One  or  two  volumes  of  Greene's 
be  rescinded  upon    >  urs.     For  the  purpose  of  j  Reports,    without   the  remainder,  would    be  of 


copies  in  all,  there  will  be  but  three  hundred  and 
twenty  copies  more  coming  to  the  State.  That 
is  not  an  illiberal  construction  to  put  upon  the 
law,  that  if  we  take  eighty  copies  now,  it  will 
only  leave  three  hundred  and  twenty  copies 
coming  to  the  State.  We  have  had  enough 
child's  play  for  the  last  two  or  three  days ;  and 
to  test  the  sense  of  the  convention,  I  move  to 
lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Jlr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  did  not  re- 
ceive a  second. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  I  made  a  motion  yesterday,  requir- 
ing members  to   surrender  to  the  Secretary  of 


testing  the  sense  of  the  convention,  I  move  to 
strike  out  from  this  bill,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars,  the  price  of  the  third  and  fourth  vol- 
umes of  the  reports. 

Mr.  HALL.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. In  the  first  place  it  is  a  fact  that  the  leg- 
islature of  the  Slate  has  never  extended  to  these 
reports  the  extent  of  patronage  that  it  ought  to 
have  given.  They  should  have  purchased  more. 
It  is  notorious  that  these  books  are  purchased 
by  the  State  to  encourage  their  puDlication  as 
much  as  for  distribution  ;   there  is  no  doubt  of 


very  little  use  to  any  one.  1  i-hould  be  in  favor 
of  rescinding  what  we  have  done.  But  I  would 
either  give  up  what  we  have,  or  distribute  the 
rest :  and  I  am  indifferent  as  to  which  course  the 
convention  shall  adopt. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  providing  not  only  for  striking 
out  Greene's  Reports,  but  that  the  memberrs 
who  had  received  Clarke's  Reports  should  re- 
turn them. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  disagree  with 
that,  at  all.  The  legislature  have  purchased  \  the  gentleman  from  Warren  [Mr.  Todhunter,] 
them,  and  given  them  to  their  members  ;  and  I  '  as  to  the  effect  of  this.  We  have  not  ordered 
tiiink  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  take  them,  !  ^^^^  *^^6  copies  -rte  take  shall  come  out  of  the 
and  let  the  State  pay  for  them.  We  appropriate  '  ^°^^  hundred  copies  ordered  by  the  State;  but 
the  money  in  the  same  manner  that  it  is  usual  '  ^^  have  ordered  them  without  any  reference  to 
to  appropriate  it,  and  we  put  the  reports  into  the  !  '■'^''■*«  ^o  that  they  do  not  necessarily  come  out  of 
hands  of  persons  who  will  examine  them.     It  is  i  ^^^^  number. 

j      iMr.  TODHUNTER.     I  think  there  can  be  no 

I  mistake  about  it.     We  ordered    the  reports    on 

behalf  of  the  State,  and  the  State  had  agreed  to 

order  four  hundred  copies.     It  seems  to  me  that 

the  eighty  copies   we  have  ordered  necessarily 


a  small  matter,  and  if  the  convention  should  do 
as  the  legislature  have  done,  1  am  sure  we  should 
not  he  taking  too  much  from  the  State  for  the 
services  we  have  rendered.  It  is  no  more  than 
a  legislature  would  have  done.  I  hope  the  con- 
vention will  do  as  they  agreed,  and  setile  the 
matter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  Under  the  law 
now  in  force,  the  State  will  take  four  hundred 
copies  of  this  report;  and  if  we  admt  this  bi'l, 
we  shall  be  taking  forty  copies  in  addition  to  their 
four  hundred  copies. 


came  out  of  the  four  hundred.  When  the  State 
shall  have  ordered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
copies  more,  it  will  have  fulfilled  its  agreement 
to  order  four  hundred  copies.  I  do  not  see  how 
there  can  be  any  other  construction  given  to  the 
law. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.     Then  why  is  this 


If  we  were  to  take  them 
out  of  the  four  hundred  copies  which  the  State  i  bill  presented  ? 
has  agreed  to  take,  I  should  not  have  so  much  \  Mr.  TODHUNTER.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
objection  to  it;  but  we  are  taking  forty  copies  [  ^hen  the  books  are  sent  the  bill  must  be  paid. 
more,at  a  time  when  they  can  be  of  no  practical !  ^hen  the  rest  are  sent,  of  course,  the  bill  will 
service  to  us  as  members  of  this  convention.  j  come  with  them.     If  he  should  send  four  hund- 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  understand  the  law  of  red  in  addition  to  these,  the  secretary  will  say 
the  legislature,  that  the  i-:tate  shall  take  four  I  to  him  that  the  State  has  already  received  and 
hundred  copies,  to  be  io  force.  I  understand  j  paid  for  eighty  copies,  and  he  has  no  authority 
that  if  wetake  twenty  copicsof  each  volumc,eiglityl  to  pay  for  any  more  than  four  hundred  in  all. 
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Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  These  are  not 
furnished  under  that  law. 

Mr.  TOD  HUNTER.  The  law  only  requires 
the  State  to  take  so  many  copies;  and  although 
we  may  not  refer  to  the  law  in  ordering  them, 
yet  it  is  in  fact  a  partial  fulfillment  of  the  law. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution which  was  offered  in  the  convention  with 
regard  to  these  reoorts;  but  there  is  one  ques- 
tion which  the  convention  ought  to  consider  be- 
fore they  vote ;  and  that  is  the  question  how  far 
we  have  made  a  contract  with  Judge  Greene 
upon  this  subject.  It  appears  that  under  a  res- 
olution adopted  here,  the  Secretary  of  State 
■wrote  to  Judge  Greene  to  inform  him  that  a 
resolution  of  that  kind  had  passed,  and  desired 
to  know  how  soon  he  could  furnish  the  volumes, 
and  at  what  prices.  Judge  Greene  replied  that 
the  second  volume  could  be  furnished  immedi- 
ately, and  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  in  a 
very  short  time.  In  accordance  with  that,  he 
has  forwarded  the  second  volume  of  the  reports, 
and  they  are  now  on  their  way.  The  convention 
ought  to  consider  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, we  are  not  bound  to  receive  these  vol- 
umes. They  all  stand  in  the  same  light.  The 
Secretary  wrote  to  him  that  we  had  resolved  to 
take  them — to  take  all  of  them.  That  is  the 
situation  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  TPiAER.  It  appears  to  me  that  striking 
these  items  out  of  the  bill  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  not  accomplish  the  object.  We  have 
passed  a  resolution  furnishing  these  reports  to 
the  members  of  the  convention,  and  that  will 
gtill  be  in  force,  if  this  amendment  should  pre- 
vail. The  only  effect  will  be  to  prevent  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  paying  for  them  after 
we  have  received  them.  They  will  have  to  be 
paid  for. 

It  is  rather  amusing  to  see  the  fight  here 
among  the  friends  of  the  resolution.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  I  opposed  the  resolution,  and 
that  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke], 
got  rather  excited  about  it. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  (in  his  seat.)  I 
voted  with  the  gentleman  against  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  was  about  to  say  that  it 
seemed  a  little  singular  that  after  the  resolu- 
tion has  been  passed,  and  certain  gentlemen 
have  had  their  own  reports  .distributed  here, 
they  should  then  come  forward  and  ask  us  to 
strike  out  the  rest  of  the  reports. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Alamakee.  Our  resolution 
here  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  contract  of  the 
State  with  Mr.  Greene,  or  the  laWs  p^issed  by 
the  legislatuie.  If  I  mistake  not,  there  has  been 
a  provision  that  the  legislature  shall  take  four 
hundred  copies  of  each  volume  of  the  reports, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  allowed  five  dollars  per 
volume.  If  we  vote  to  take  forty  copies  of  the 
reports,  it  is  only  saying  that  we  will  take  forty 
copies  out  of  the  four  hundred,  of  each  of  these 
two  volumes.  The  rest  of  the  volumes  remain 
with  the  State.     If  we  rescind  our  resolution, 
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and  conclude  not  to  take  any,  the  whole  four 
hundred  remain  with  the  State.  That  is  all 
there  is  of  that  matter.  It  certainly  does  not 
add  forty  volumes  to  the  four  hundred.  The 
State  is  bound  to  take  no  more  than  what  they 
have  passed  a  law  to  take.  We  take  our  copies 
from  those  four  hundred,  if  we  take  them  at 
all.  The  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
ordered  them,  and  that  they  have  been  charged 
to  the  State,  does  not  alter  the  case.  It  Mr. 
Greene  should  send  the  whole  four  hundred,  he 
would  then  have  a  demand  against  the  State  for 
them  all.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  we 
take  them  or  not,  so  far  as  the  payment  for  them 
is  concerned. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  After  the  ungen- 
erous remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Benton, 
[Mr.  Traer]  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
make  a  single  statement.  I  was  well  aware  that 
we  were  all,  in  endeavoring  to  discharge  our 
duties  here,  liable  to  receive  some  hard  knocks  ; 
but  I  did  not  expect  the  imputation  implied  in 
the  remarks  of  that  gentleman.  The  fact  is 
well  known  that  when  the  subject  first  came  up, 
I  moved  and  voted  to  lay  it  upon  the  table ;  but 
I  found  that  that  vote  was  subjecting  me  to  im- 
putations ;  for  it  was  thought  that  my  object 
might  be  to  defeat  the  resolution,  in  order  to 
compel  members  to  buy  my  reports  from  me. 
When  the  subject  came  up  on  its  final  passage, 
I  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  was  ex- 
cused by  the  convention.  So  far  from  my  hav- 
ing been  instrumental  in  inducing  the  conven- 
tion to  take  my  reports,  or  being  influenced  by 
that  consideration  in  relation  to  Judge  Greene's, 
I  wish  to  repeat  that  this  convention  has  never 
taken  a  report  from  me.  It  has  taken  them 
from  the  State.  The  consequence  has  been  that 
the  lawyers  of  this  convention,  being  supplied 
by  the  State,  have  not  been  compelled  to  buy 
of  me;  and  I  have  been  injured  instead  of  being 
benefitted  by  the  passage  of  that  resolution. 

I  do  not  object  to  paying  for  the  second  vol- 
ume of  Greene's  Reports,  although  we  have  not 
yet  received  them.  But  I  do  object  to  our  tak- 
ing volumes  thiree^  and  four,  which  are'not  yet 
ready  for  delivery,  and  the  last  of  which  are  not 
promised  before  the  first  of  June.  I  ask  gentle- 
men here  to  have  some  regard  to  propriety.  It 
is  true  that  four  hundred  dollars  is  not  a  very 
large  sum  for  the  State  to  pay  ;  but  I  apprehend 
that  when  the  people  come  to  look  at  the  ex- 
penses of  this  convention  they  will  be  thunder- 
struck. They  will  be  much  greater  than  we 
anticipate  ourselves.  It  is  rather  in  this  view, 
and  not  with  any  wish  to  injure  Judge  Greene, 
nor  from  any  mercenary  purpose,  that  I  have 
deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  the  motion ; 
and  by  that  motion  I  am  willing  to  abide. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  If  the  matter  was  clear  that 
the  State  would  not  be  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  these  volumes,  if  we  should  refuse  to 
order  them,  I  should  certainly  vote  in  favor  of 
the  gentleman's  motion.  But  I  understand  that 
the  probability  is  that  the  only  effect  of  agreeing 
to  it  would  be  to  stock  so  many  more  volumes 
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upon  the  shelves  of  the  State  library.     I  gather  |  lingsworth,  Marvin,  Peiers,  Price,  Scott,  Seely, 
that  information   not  only   from  what  has  been  |  Salomon,  Todhunter  and  Warren. 


said  here,  but  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  with  Judge  Greene.  And  I 
think  that  I  am  not  doing  injustice  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  nor  to  anybody  else,  when  I  say 
that  my  information  is  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  himself  entertains  that  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  any  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
State  to  have  these  volumes  circulated  after 
they  have  been  purchased  by  the  State  ;  and  I 
look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  best  means  of  mak- 
ing them  public.  The  sale  of  them  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  their  publication  upon  the  part 
of  the  reporters  ;  and  hence,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  published,  the  State  takes  a  certain  spe- 
cified number,  which  it  seeks  to  distribute  in  the 
best  manner  possible.  If  I  understood  that  these 
volumes  were  to  be  considered  as  additional  to 
the  four  hundred,  so  as  to  swell  the  expense  of 
the  Slate,  I  should  be  in  favor  of  the  motion  ; 
but  I  understand  that  the  contrary  is  the  fact, 
that  Judge  Greene  is 

take  them  at  any  rate  ;  so  that  the  only  practi- 
cal effect  of  the  gentleman's  motion  will  be  to 
place  so  many  more  copies  upon  the  librarian's 
shelves,  instead  of  accomplishing  the  object  of 
the  Slate,  by  putting  them  into  circulation 
through  the  State. 

Mr.  TRAER.  In  justice  to  the  gentleman 
from  Johnson,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  I  will  say  that  I 
nm  sorry  that  1  misrepresented  him.  1  said 
■what  I  did  under  the  impression  that  he  was  one 
of  tbose  who  pitched  into  me  rather  roughly  in 
that  former  debate  I  believe  he  was  not  one 
of  them,  and  I  will  take  it  all  back. 

But  there  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  reply  to. 
The  gentleman  has  spokeu  of  the  expense  of  this 
convention.  If  we  had  our  reports  all  published, 
I  think  I  could  show  that  the  gentleman  has 
voted  in  favor  of  the  greatest  expense  in  every 
case  which  has  arisen  since  we  have  bern  in 
session.  He  will  recollect  that  when  1  moved 
to  re-consider  the  vote  by  which  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  debates  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  that  gentleman  made  more  noise  about 
it  than  any  other  gentleman  in  the  convention. 
And  I  think  he  has  voted  every  time,  until  to- 
night, for  the  greatest  expense,  perhaps  with 
the  single  exception  of  cutting  down  the  per  diem 
of  the  secretary  ;  but  now  he  comes  in  here,  at 
this  late  hour,  to  economise  by  a  plan  which  I 
understand  will  get  the  secretary  into  a  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  it  was  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  striking  out, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  it  wasnot  agreed  to;  yeas  14, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Johnson, Gillaspy,Gower, 
Gray,  Johnston,  Parvin,  Patterson,  Skitf,  Traer, 
Wilson  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Clarke  of  Henry,  Ed- 
wards, Ells,  Emerson,  Qibson,  Hall,  Harris,  Hoi- 


Mr.  JOHNSTON",  when  his  name  was  called, 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  inasmuch  as, 
although  originally  opposed  to  procuring  the  re- 
ports, he  entertained  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  arrangement  with  Judge  Greene  ought  not 
to  be  carried  out;  but  not  being  excused,  voted 
"aye." 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  rejected. 
The   resolutions  reported  by   the  committee 
were  severally  agreed  to. 

Adoption  of  the  Conslitulion. 


Mr.  GRAY.  In  behalf  of  the  committee  to 
which  the  constitution  was  referred  for  critical 
examination,  I  will  report  that  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  committee  have  bestowed  all  the 
time  allowed  them  in  reading  it  over  ;  but  it 
tilled  to  Imve  the  State  I  heing  somewhat  voluminous  it  is  impos^sible  to 
vouch  for  its  entire  accuracy  in  all  the  articles. 
We  have  made  some  verbal  corrections  which  I 
will  read. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  final  adoption  of  the  constitution  as 
a  whole — 

Mr,  GRAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
the  result  was — yeas  25,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

Yeas — The  President,  Messrs.  Bunker,  Clark 
of  Alamakee,  Clarke  of  Heniy,  Clarke  of  John- 
son, Edwards,  Ells,  Gillas'py,  Gower,  Gray,  Hol- 
lingsworlh,  Johnston,  Marvin,  Parvin,  Patterson, 
Price,  Scott,  Seely,  Skiff,  Todhunter,  Traer,  War- 
ren, Wilson,  Winchester  and  Young. 

Nays — Messrs.  Ayres,  Emerson,  Gibson,  Hall, 
Harris,  Peters  and  Solomon. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson,  when  his  name  was 
called,  said:  Before  giving  ray  vote  upon  this 
question,  I  desire  to  say  that,  as  the  records  of 
this  convention  will  show,  there  are  several  ar- 
ticles embodied  in  this  constitution  which  do 
not  meet  my  approbation,  which  I  believe  to  be 
wrong,  and  which  I  fear  will  result  in  evil  to 
the  people.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  many 
articles  in  theconstitution  which  meet  my  warm- 
est approbation,  and  which  I  think,  if  it  becomes 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  will  secure 
better  than  our  present  constitution,  the  indi- 
vidual riglits  of  the  people.  I  shall,  therefore, 
vote  for  the  passnge  of  the  constitution,  reserv- 
ing to  myself  the  right  to  determine,  upon  ma- 
ture reflection,  as  to  my  vote  at  the  polls. 

Mr.  GILLASPY,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said :  1  have  not  asked  to  be  excus  d  Irora  vo- 
ting since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  conven- 
tion ;  neither  do  I  ask  now  to  be  excused.  But 
I  desire  to  say  that  there  are  many  articles  of 
this  constitution  which  I  have  voted  against,  and 
to  which  1  am  opposed.  I  have  not  yet  made 
up  my  mind  whether  to  vote  at  the  polls  for  the 
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constitution  or  not.  There  are  some  new  pro- 
visions in  it  wliich  I  think  are  very  good,  which 
the  people  demand  aud  wish  to  adopt.  Reserv- 
ing ni  myself  the  right  to  vole  as  I  think  proper 
at  the  polls,  I  now  vote — aye. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON;  when  bis  name  was  called, 
said:  There  are  many  things  in  this  constitu- 
tioa  which  I  do  not  like;  but  there  are  many 
things  which  I  do  like,  and  I  think  the  good 
gri'atly  preponderates  over  the  evil.  I  vote — 
aye. 

Air.  PATTERSON,  when  his  name  was  called, 
said  :  I  am  very  much  in  the  same  situation 
with  some  of  my  friends.  As  I  stated  this  af 
ternoon,  I  have  to-dny  signed  a  protest  against 
a  part  of  this  constitution,  and  there  are  other 
portions  against  which  1  have  recorded  my  vote. 
Reserving  to  myself,  (as  of  course  we  all  have 
the  privilege  of  doing.)  the  right  to  decide  here- 
after as  to  my  vote  at  the  polls,  I  will  now,  more 
particularly  in  behalf  of  a  portion  of  my  con- 
stituents, vote — aye. 

Mr.  WINCHESTER'S  name  being  called,  his 
vote  was  recorded  in  favor  of  the  constitution, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edw.irds,  in  his  behalf. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry,  the  calling  of  the  roll 
having  been  completed,  said  :  Before  the  Presi- 
dent declares  the  vote,  I  wish  to  put  myself  right 
upon  the  record  with  regard  to  my  vote  upon 
the  constitution.  It  is  well  known  that  there 
are  many  things  in  this  constitution  which  do 
not  meet  my  views  at  all.  I  do  not  like  the  ar- 
ticle on  school  lands  and  the  school  fund,  and 
there  are  other  things  1  do  not  like  at  all.  I  do 
not  like  that  word  "  white"  at  all.  I  wat>i  no 
such  distinction.  But  inasmuch  p,s  the  conven- 
tion have  allowed  me  to  submit  to  the  people 
the  question  upon  the  right  of  suffrage  as  a  sep- 
arate qu' stiou,  I  am  tolerably  well  satis-fied  with 
it.  But  while  I  do  not  like  the  whole  of  the  con- 
stitution, we  have  made  some  very  great  im- 
provements in  our  bill  of  rights,  and  in  some 
other  portions  of  the  constitution,  which  meet 
my  approbation.  As  a  whole,  I  concluded  to 
vote  for  it  here;  but  I  shall  reserve  the  right, 
and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Marion,  [Mr.  Gib- 
son,] has  said  in  defining  his  own  position  upon 
another  question,  I  want  members,  and  espe- 
cially the  gentleman  from  Clayton,  [Mr.  Scott,] 
"  distinctly  to  understand"  that  when  I  come  to 
the  polls,  I  shall  vote  just  as  I  have  a  mind  to. 

Mr.  MARVIN.  I  presume  that  we  would  all 
like  to  tfU  wherein  we  do  not  and  wherein  we  do 
like  the  new  constitution;  butl  would  suggest  thai 
the  vote  be  announced,  and  our  business  finished, 
and  afterwards  members  can  hold  a  class-meet- 
ing and  tell  all  about  it. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  result  of  the  voting  for  the 
last  two  days  will  show  that  I  have  voted  for 
every  article  of  the  constitution  but  two.  I  have 
recoided  my  vote  against  the  constitution  be 
cause  I  think  that  these  two  articles  contain  er- 
rors which  I  cannot  sanction  even  when  mixed 
with  the  good  contained  in  the  other  articles,  i 
do  not  wish  that  it  should  be  understood  here  cr 


elsewhere  that  that  vote  will  be  repeated  at  the. 
polls.     I  shall  then  a-t  in   a    different  capacity 
from  that  in  which  I  act  here,  and  the  principles 
which  govern  ray  vote  at  this  time,  will  not  gov- 
ern my  vote  then. 

The  PRESIDENT  declared  the  revised  consti- 
tution adopted  by  the  couvention. 

[The  old  and  the  new  constitutions  will  be 
found  published  in  parallel  columns,  at  the  close 
of  these  debates.] 

Enrolling   Clerk. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  understand  that  the  en- 
rolling clerk,  whom  we  have  employed,  after 
having  performed  a  portion  of  his  labors,  finds 
that  is  necessary  for  him  to  go  all  over  it  again 
ou  account  of  the  verbal  changes  made  by  the 
committee  this  evening.  He  has  been  allowed, 
under  a  resolution  reported  by  me,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars,  which,  for  the  work  he  has 
to  perform,  is  a  low  sum.  I  now  ask  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  convention,  without  recon- 
sidering the  vote  upon  the  resolution  granting 
compensation  to  our  clerk,  that  ten  dollars  be 
added  to  the  amount  on  account  of  the  work 
that  he  has  to  do  over  again. 

No  objection  being  made  the  order  was  agreed 
to. 

Postage  on  future  Mail  Matter. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  There  will  be  an 
accumulation  of  mail  matter  here  in  the  post- 
office,  after  we  shall  have  adjourned,  which 
must  be  provided  for  in  some  way,  or  those 
members  who  expect  letters  to  arrive  here  after 
we  adjourn  will  be  obliged  to  leave  money,  or 
make  some  other  arrangements  to  have  them 
forwarded  to  them  at  their  homes.  It  seems  to 
lue  that  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  right 
that  we  should  make  some  provision  to  forward 
this  matter  to  members  at  their  places  of  resi- 
dence. I  therefore  move  that  the  committee  on 
expenditures  be  instructed  to  report  a  provision 
to  defray  the  expense  at  the  post-ofiBce.  I  do 
not  think  the  resolution  -we  adopted,  appointing 
our  paper  folder  to  forward  this  matter  to  us, 
includes  the  item  of  expense,  for  which  I  think 
we  ought  to  make  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  That  depends  entirely  up-, 
on  the  construction  put  upon  the  resolution  iu 
regard  to  the  paper  folder,  whether  we  intend 
the  thirty  dollars  merely  to  pay  him  for  his 
trouble,  or  that  he  must  pay  the  necessary  post-j 
age  also  with  that  money. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  If  the  resolution 
could  be  so  amended  as  to  require  the  boy  to 
for'wavd  us  only  our  letters,  the  amount  we  have 
agreed  to  give  him  might  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  postage,  but  not  otherwise. 

The  PRESIDENT.  It  can  he  so  amended  if  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  convenlidn. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  mes- 
se jger,  or  paper  fqlJiT  of  uiiis,is  expected  to  pny 
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the  postage  and  to  forward  our  mail  matter  to 
us,  he  will  be  verv  scantily  paid  with  the  thirty 
dollars  we  have  appropriated  to  him.  Our  pa- 
pers should  be  forwarded  to  us,  as  well  as  our 
letters,  and  according  to  the  experience  of  our 
legislature,  our  mail  matter  may  continue  to 
arrive  here  for  tbree  or  four  weeks  after  our  ad- 
journment. It  will  be  necessary  for  the  boy  to 
beat  the  post-office  at  the  coming  in  of  every 
mail.  And  if  he  is  to  purchase  stamps  with  this 
thirty  dollars,  he  will  have  but  little  left  to  pay 
him  for  his  services.  Now  1  think  that  if  we  ex- 
ercise liberality  at  all,  it  should  be  in  this  lase. 
I  think  it  would  be  about  right  to  let  the  boy 
h.ave  the  thirty  dollars  for  his  trouble,  and  have 
the  postage  charged  to  the  state.  Otherwise  the 
boy  will  get  but  little.  It  might  be,  and  I  think 
it  highly  probable  that  it  will  be,  that  the  post- 
age would  exceed  the  amount  we  have  appro- 
priated. I  hope  it  will  be  so  arranged  that  we 
will  get  our  papers  as  well  as  our  letters. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  the  thirty  dollars  to  the 
messenger  for  his  services,  and  that  the  postage 
be  charged  to  the  state.  I  do  this  in  order  to 
test  the  sense  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  TRAER.  I  hope  it  will  be  understood 
that  our  papers,  for  which  we  have  paid,  will 
be  forwarded  to  us. 

The  resolution  was  amended  accordingly. 

Personal  and  General  Explanations. 

Mr.  HALL.     I  rise   to  a    matter    personal    to 
myself,  of  an  exceedingly  unpleasant  nature    to 
me.     But  on  more  th m  one  occasion  since    this 
convention  has  been  in  session,  certain  members 
have  seen  proper  to    allude  to    that   old,   stale 
slander  in  relation  to  the    Mormon  poll    books. 
Now,  sir,  if  those    members    are    satisfied    that! 
these  allusions  have    strengthened    their  argu-  ' 
ments,  added  dignity  to  the  deliberations  of  this  ' 
convention,    or   increased    their    own  personal  j 
reputation,  I     would  be  the  last  person  in    the 
world  to  object  to  them. 

And  allow  me  to  say  here,  that  this  is  the  fir.«t  I 
time  during  tlie  considerable  niimbir  of  years  ' 
that  this  report  has  been  circulated  about  mej 
that  I  have  ever  deigned  a  notice  of  it.  That 
story  heretofore  has  always  been  confined  to 
the  pot-house  and  the  purlieus  of  the  bhxckguard 
during  the  time  of  an  e.xcited  election.  This  is 
the  first  time  under  any  circumstances,  that  per- 
sons occupying  the  position  of  gentienicn.  have 
ever  alluded  to  it  in  my  presence.  But  inas- 
much as  certain  persons  have  seemed  to  find  a 
l)lcasure  in  alluding  to  tiiat  old,  vile  slander,  I 
must  say  that  so  far  as  it  touches  my  conduct  as 
an  honorable  man,  or  imputes  to  me  dishonor  or 
wrong-doing,  it  is  as  false  as  the  heart  that  'ut- 
ters it. 

Those  who  desire  can  know — and  those  who 
do  not,  should  not  speak — that  my  connection 
yith  the  matter  was  entirely  involuntary;  that 
it  was  in  consct|nenco  of  the  base  act  of  an- 
other ;   that  my  conduct  in  that  matter   was   not 


:  subjected,  even  by    my    worst    enemies   at   the 
i  time,  to  any  severity  of  censure.     I  have  never 
I  felt  myself  in  the  remotest  degree,    any    consci- 
ousness  of  having  been  guilty  of  even  an  impro- 
priety of  conduct.     Now,  why,  when  these    our 
debates  were   to    be  handed' down   to  posterity 
j  should  gentlemen, — no,  I  cannot  say    gentlemen, 
j  but — why  should  persons  have  dragged  in  this 
base  slandere  here,  if  not  from  some  base  malig- 
I  nant  motive?     I  do  not  know  of  any  other  mo- 
1  tive, — there  can  be  no  other  motive. 

I      I  do  not   speak  of  this  matter,  because  I  feel 
I  injured   by  it.      I  have  lived  too    long,  and  am 
too  well  known,  to  be  affected  by  these  contemp- 
tible allusions.     What  little  character  and  repu- 
tation I   now  have,  I    expect   by  an    honorable 
I  course  of  concfuct  to  retain  during   the  remain- 
j  der  of  my  life.     I  hope   that    those  whose  good 
'  opinion    is  worth   anything,  will   overlook    my 
I  follies   and  faults  and  forgive  them,  and  if  they 
!  remember   them,  that    they  will  recollect   that 
I  "  to  err  is  human,  but  to  forgive  is  divine." 

I  These  allusions  will  never  deter  me  from  ex- 
1  posing  wrong,  wOenever  and  wherever  it  is 
I  manifested,  nor  shall  it  answer  as  a  plea  in 
abatement  for  those  who  are  guilty.  "  If  there  is 
no  other  argument  to  be  opposed  to  me,  then  I 
feel  certain  that  my  cause  is  safe.  When  I  have 
charged  that  this  convention  have  given  the  con- 
trol of  this  government  to  a  minority  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  my  indictment  is  complete  ; 
and  when  I  have  proven  it,  my  case  is  made  out. 
If  for  the  convention  to  do  this  is  not  wrong, 
then  am  I  guilty  of  false  clamor.  But  if  the 
majority  of  the  people  have  an  inherent  right  to 
control  the  government,  then  to  that  extent  has 
wrong  been  done  by  the  schedule  that  has  been 
adopted. 

These  miserable  and  futile  slanders  do  not 
affect  me,  or  tlie  truthfulness  of  the  charge  I 
have  made.  I  do  not  refer  to  them  as  a  matter 
of  grievance,  but  merely  because  I  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  place  upon  record  in  the  debates 
of  this  convention,  the  assertion,  which  I  now 
make  for  the  first  and  last  time,  that  the  impu- 
tation that  has  been  thrown  out  against  my  con- 
duct in  that  matter,  is  a  base  falsehood.  The 
slang  that  has  been  used  here  about  me,  is  only 
that  kind  of  slang  that  would  be  used  by  no 
gentleman. 

Mr,  CLAUKE,  of  Henry.  I  must  say  that  I 
very  much  regret  that  this  discussion' should 
have  sprung  up  here,  just  as  we  arc  about 
seiiarating,  and  when  we  should  entertain  to- 
ward each  other  the  kindliest  and  friendliest  of 
feelings. 

I  regret  very  much  that  the  gentleman  from 
Dcs  .Moines  [Mr.  Hall]  was  not  present  during 
all  of  the  discussion  that  took  place  to-day, aud 
did  not  hoar  the  remarks  that  were  made.  And 
I  regret  more  that  any  one  should  have  gone  to 
that  gentleman,  and  given  him  an  exaggerated 
statement  of  the  remarks  that  were  made  here. 

The  gentlemen  who  stood  up  here  as  the 
chauipiou  of  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines — 
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the  worthy  gentleman  from  Appanoose  [Mr. 
Harris] — undertook  to  give  a  construction  to 
the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  JetTerson 
[Mr.  Wilson]  which  was  not  intended  by  that 
gentleman,  and  which  could  not  have  been 
properly  given  by  any  person  to  the  remarks 
which  he  made  here. 

Because  the  gentleman  from  Jetferson  [Mr. 
Wilson]  sa  r  fit  to  speak  in  regard  to  the  lan- 
guage of  gentlemen  used  in  this  protest,  and 
which  be  considered  as  very  obnoxious,  and  as 
carrying  with  it  the  charge  of  political  dis- 
honesty toward  the  whole  body  of  republicans 
here,  because  he  made  the  remark  that  this 
charge  came  with  ill  grace  frrm  gentlemen  whose 
past  history  was  most  connected  with  political 
transactions  in  this  state,  with  which  this  would 
bear  comparison  without  danger — because  he 
said  this,  or  something  to  that  effect,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Appanoose  [Mr.  Harris]  took  it 
upon  himself  to  say  tnat  the  gentleman  from 
Jefferson  meant  "poli-books."  The  gentleman 
from  Jefferson  did  not  say  "poll-books"atall,  did 
not  utter  the  word.  It  was  the  gentleman  from 
Appanoose  who  first  used  it  ;  and  that  gentleman 
and  myself  are  the  only  persons  here,  who  have 
uttered  those  words  upon  this  floor,  so  far  as  I 
know. 

I  suppose,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Des  Moines  [Mr.  Hall],  from  his  using  the 
plural,  "persons,"  that  he  intended  that  I 
should  come  in  for  a  portion  of  the  lecture  he 
has  read  this  convention  this  evening.  Yet,  cer- 
tainly, from  the  manner  in  which  I  used  those 
words,  the  gentleman  could  not  appropriate 
them  to  hrmself.  That,  gentleman,  in  a  discus- 
sion here,  took  occasion  to  refer  to  my  being  a 
candidate,  in  language,  which  at  the  time  I 
thought  was  directly  personal  and  severe.  He 
said  that  one  good  reason  why  I  would  not  be  a 
candidate  in  our  district,  was  that  I  was  too 
well  known  there ;  and  that  I  would,  therefore, 
prefer  to  be  a  can^lidate  in  the  state  at  large, 
where  I  was  not  so  well  known.  I  replied  to 
the  gentleman,  that  he  need  have  no  fear  at  all 
of  my  being  his  opponent;  that  I  was  one  of 
those  persons,  who,  however  well  they  might 
run,  were  always  unfoitunate  at  the  end  of  the 
race;  and  that  if  I  ever  did  enter  the  political 
field  again,  I  should  hope  that  some  one 
would  look  after  the  poll-books. 

That  is  what  I  said.  Now,  let  me  tell  the 
gentleman  what  I  meant  by  it.  I  will  go  with 
him  into  Jasper  county,  and  show  him  where, 
when  I  was  a  candidate  at  a  late  election,  the 
poll-books  of  two  of  the  townships  were  reject- 
ed. I  afterward  went  to  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk,  and  to  the  office  of  the  county  judge,  and 
found  no  poll-booki  there,  though  the  law  re- 
quired that  a  copy  of  them  should  be  kept  on 
file  there.  The  clerk  said  both  of  them  had 
been  taken  upon  a  summons  of  the  county  judge, 
and  could  never  afterward  be  found.  I  went 
into  the  western  part  of  the  State  and  obtained 
evidence  that  the  poll-books  of  many  townships 
where  I  had  received   majorities,  were  rejected 


because  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  canvassers 
had  not  affixed  his  signature  to  them,  or  some 
such  cause  as  that.  1,  therefore,  had  very  good 
reason  to  say  that  if  I  was  again  a  candidate, 
I  trusted  there  would  be  some  one  to  look  after 
the  poll-books. 

I  am  uot  one  of  those  who  like  to  go  into 
the  past  to  rake  up  these  matters  that  ought  to 
sleep  "  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking."  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  like  to  wake  up  any 
old  charges  of  corruption,  who  like  to  refer 
back  to  the  political  history  of  any  man  for 
such  purposes.  I  believe  that  my  course  upon 
this  floor  has  been  governed  by  regard  for  prin- 
ciple. I  believe  a  majority  of  the  membeis  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  I  have  stood  up  here 
for  principle,  when  I  knew  that  by  so  doing  I 
rendered  myself  personally  obnoxious  to  those 
who  were  acting  with  me  politically.  I  do  not 
wish  to  appeal  to  political  party  prejudices  and 
feelings.  1  think  such  a  course  here  is  alto- 
gether wrong. 

I  think  that  when  gentlemen  brought  in  this 
protest  here,  they  acted  wrongly.  I  know  that 
some  of  them  were  honest  in  protesting  against 
this  schedule,  because  they  perhaps  thought  a 
wrong  had  been  done  them  by  it.  But  I  think 
it  was  because  they  were  ignorant  in  regard  to 
the  subject ;  they  had  not  looked  into  it  far 
enough  to  understand  all  its  bearings ;  and  they 
came  in  here  and  made  some  intemperate  re- 
marks in  relation  to  it,  which  should  perhaps 
have  been  allowed  to  pass  without  notice.  But 
let  them  have  their  protest,  because  the  protest 
and  their  own  acts  stultify  each  other. 

Now,  let  us  examine  this  matter  a  moment,  as 
all  this  has  grown  out  of  it.  When  I  stood  up 
here  some  time  ago,  and  took  the  position  that, 
as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  should  go  against 
putting  any  person  out  of  office,  unless  he  was 
necessarily  put  out  by  the  operation  of  this  con- 
stitution, in  doing  away  with  his  ofiice,  or  in 
some  such  way,  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines 
[Mr.  Hall]  and  ot  lers  of  his  party,  at  once  at- 
tacked my  position,  which  was  discussed  at 
some  length  here.  What  did  they  say  then  ? 
Why,  that  we  must  allow  the  people  to  send  up 
officers  here,  fresh  from  their  midst,  where  all 
these  ciuestions  had  been  fully  discussed  when 
they  were  up  as  candidat  s  to  represent  them. 
And  when  we  considered  the  article  upon  the 
legislative  department,  as  we  passed  over  that 
article,  section  by  section,  they  joined  right  in 
with  us  here,  and  their  votes  will  show  it,  and 
said  that  the  first  leL-islature  under  this  consti- 
tution should  do — what?  That  that  legislature 
should  re-district  the  State,  and  apportion  it 
upon  a  certain  basis.  Now,  if  the  first  legisla- 
ture are  to  do  that  under  this  constitution,  I 
ask  gentlemen  if  we  had  provided  for  a  new 
legislature,  without  saying  in  this  schedule  any- 
thing about  the  afiportioument,  upon  what  basis 
would  they  have  been  elected?  They  could  not 
I  have  been  elected  upon  the  apportionment  fixed 
I  by  this  constitution,  for  we  had  not  districted 
1  the  State,  but  had  distinctly  and  positively  pro- 
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vided  that  the  first  legislature  under  this  con- 
stitution should  do  that. 

It  is  a--loni.rhing  to  me  that  gentlemen  can  so 
staliify  themselves,  as  to  hring  in  such  a  protest 
here,  and  put  themselves  upon  the  record  as 
charfjiug  the  Republican  [>>irty  wiih  having  done 
this  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  political  pow- 
er. Why  the  Rfpublicans  are  iu  power  now  ; 
they  have  bath  branches  of  the  legislature,  and 
they  could  have  gone  on  with  that  legislature 
and  enacted  laws  under  this  constitution,  and 
put  it  in  operation,  as  thev  pleased.  Yet  those 
gentlemen  now  get  up  here  and  srty  they  will 
stand  by  me  and  not  have  any  of  those  officers 
put  out.  Why  did  they  not  do  so  a  while  since, 
when  there  was  enough  of  our  party  to  act  with 
them  to  have  carried  that  plan  through,  and 
not  have  removed  a  single  officer  in  the  state, 
except  such  as  were  necessarily  turned  out  by 
the  operation  of  this  constitution?  W^hy  did 
they  not  see  fit  to  stand  by  uie  then  ?  That  was 
my  position,  and  I  have  acted  consistently  upon 
it. 

When  it  w.as  generally  understood  that  the 
general  assembly  should  be  turned  ou',  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  clamor  here,  we  had  to  pro- 
vide for  their  election,  either  upon  the  basis  of 
apportionment  already  established  by  law,  or 
else  review  our  whole  action  upon  the  article 
upon  I  he  legislative  department,  and  re-dislrict 
the  state  by  constitutional  provisions,  in  order 
to  elect  them  upon  the  basis  of  apportionment 
established  here.  Tlie  moment  the  committee 
on  the  schedule  concluded  to  act  u|)on  the  idea 
so  eloquently  urged  here  by  the  jicntlenian  fi  orn 
Des  .Moines,  and  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
new  legislature,  they  were,  per  force,  obliged  to 
provide  for  their  election  according  to  the  basis 
of  apportionment  already  established  by  law. 

Now  I  do  not  b  lieve  that  apportionment  is 
what  it  is  claimed  to  be  upon  the  other  side.  I 
do  not  know  the  features  of  that  apportionment. 
All  I  know  is  that  it  is  a  law  of  the  state,  and 
tliat  we  are  not  sitting  here  to  repeal  laws.  We 
must  either  proceed  to  district  the  state  in  this 
convention,  sit  here  for  perhaps  a  week  longer 
discussing  the  question  in  regard  to  apportion- 
ment and  districting  the  state — a  question  the 
most  "lillicult  and  complex  that  could  be  sprung 
among  uj — ive  must  either  do  that,  or  take  the 
leg  il  apportionment  alreuly  in  existence.  Gen- 
tlemen see  this  now,  when  they  come  to  look  at 
it.  Then  why  come  in  here  and  ini|)Ugn  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  acted  in  this  matter? 
I  know  that  genilemen  do  not  impugn  my  mo- 
tives, for  I  have  urged  all  along  that  the  legisla- 
ture should  not  be  turned  out,  th  it  all  our  offi- 
cers bliDuld  serve  out  the  term  for  which  they 
were  elected.  They  cannot,  therefore,  charge 
me  with  liaving  done  wrotig  in  this  mutter. 
Neither  should  they  so  charge  those  who  have 
acted  upon  a  ditlereiit  idea. 

Now  this  is  all  the  trouble  about  it ;  let  us  own 
right  up  to  it.  Gentlemen  are  in  the  condition 
of  A  m.xn  who  is  playing  high,  low,  jack  and  the 
game,  and  looks  in   his  baud    and   sees  that   he 


has  neither  ace,  face  nor  trump,  and  therefore  is 
in  for  a  new  deal.  Tney  have  got  their  slates 
and  pencils  and  figured  up,  and  find  that  they 
have  not  a  good  baud,  and  so  they  go  in  for  a 
new  deal — are  for  turning  everybody  out  of 
office,  so  that  they  may  have  another  chance. 
Now,  so  far  as  Iain  concerned,  I  would  ju.-t  as 
lief  they  should  have  the  chance.  But  1  would 
say  to  the  gentlemen,  if  you  were  the  ins  and 
had  the  offices  now,  would  3"ou  think  it  fair, 
al'teryou  hid  been  through  with  all  theexpense 
and  labor  of  the  election,  and  had  just  got  into 
office,  would  you  think  it  fair  for  a  set  of  men 
to  come  up  here  and  frame  a  constitution  to 
turn  you  all  out  of  office,  heels  over  I.ead  ? 
Would  you  think  that  right  and  just? 

I  have  stood  up  here  battling  for  the  rights 
of  a  small  class,  and  asking  that  justice  should 
be  done  them.  If  I  knew  that  there  was  but 
one  colored  man  in  the  state,  and  ihat  not  an- 
other one  could  come  into  it,  I  would  argue  and 
vote  just  as  strongly  against  this  word  "  white" 
in  the  constitution,  as  I  do  now.  And  so  it  is 
in  this  case.  It  is  not  right  to  turn  these  officers 
out,  whether  Republicans  or  Democrats,  few  or 
many  ;  it  is  not  right  at  all. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  If  the  gentleman  will  give 
way,  I  should  like  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

Mr.  GL.\RKE,  of  Henry.  That  depends  very 
much  upon  what  it  is.  [After  a  pause  the  gen- 
tleman continued.] 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  considered.  We 
have  established  a  new  basis  of  apportionment 
in  this  constitution.  I  have  condemned  that 
basis  all  along.  I  have  shown  win  re  I  thought 
it  was  unjust  in  its  oj)eration.  Gentlemen  say 
in  regar .  to  the  apportiimment  established  by 
the  General  Assembly — though  I  do  not  know 
how  it  is — that  it  ostracises  a  1  irge  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  S'ate,  and  allows  them  no 
representation.  Now  if  that  is  so,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  have  gerrymandered  the  J^tate 
with  a  view  solely  to  secure  a  republican  ma- 
jority in  the  legislature,  then  they  have  done 
wrong,  and  should  be  condemned  by  every  hon- 
est man.  Whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  do  not 
know. 

Now  I  have  got  up  hero  and  opposed  the  ap- 
portionmei.t  in  the  constitution  all  along,  and 
shown  where  it  is  wrong.  If  the  ratio  of  repie- 
sentalion  is  fixed  at  ten  thousand,  it  allows  five 
thousand  men  the  same  representation  that  it 
gives  to  fourteen  tliousantl  nine  hui  dred  and 
ninety  nine.  Now  that  is  all  wrong;  and  yet 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  let  it  be  placed 
hero.  Why?  I  will  tell  you  why  I  think  they 
ijiil  so.  Because  these  amiable  gentlemen,  who 
have  come  in  here  with  this  protest,  have  got 
tluir  slates  ami  pencils,  atid  figured  the  thing 
up,  and  have  found  out  that  they  can  make  the 
most  under  this  constitutional  plan  of  apportion- 
ment, and,  therefore,  they  suy  it  iS  right.  Why 
it*  it  right  ?  Because  they  can  make  the  most 
under  i' ;  that  is  all.  W'ell,  all  I  can  say  to 
them,  is,  that  if  they  have  not  got  it  now,  they 
will  have  it  bye  and  bye.     If  tliey   wait  a  Utile, 
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the  wagon  will  come  along  soon,  and  then  they 
can  all  take  a  ride. 

We  must  take  the  apportionment  as  already 
established  by  law,  or  else  proceed  to  re-dis'rict 
the  State,  under  the  apportionment  established 
here.  Now  I  do  not  believe  that  the  committee 
on  the  schedule,  or  the  republican  party  in  this 
coDvention,  have  been  operated  upon  by  any 
partizan  policy  at  all  in  this  matter.  Now  I  do 
not  believe  that  other  members  of  the  republican 
party — I  know  it  is  so  with  the  gentleman  right 
around  me  here — are  virtually  working  here  for 
party  purposes,  and  party  effect.  These  gentle- 
men around  me  here,  I  know,  are  just  as  igno- 
rant of  this  apportionment  as  I  am.  We  must 
go  to  work  and  re-district  the  State,  or  take  the 
system  already  established;  they  have  con- 
cluded, therefore,  to  take  the  one  already  in  ex- 
istence. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  two  par- 
ties here.  1  do  not  believe  in  getting  into  such 
questions  here  at  all.  I  do  not  believe  in  going 
back  and  ferreting  out  wt.at  particular  men  of 
either  party  have  done,  or  for  what  purpose 
were  any  of  their  past  deeds.  I  snould  dislike 
very  much  to  go  back  with  the  gentleman  from 
Jefferson,  or  any  other  gentleman  here,  in 
regard  to  the  transactions,  and  history  of  the 
democratic  party,  iu  reference  to  gerrymander- 
ing of  this  kind,  for  fear  I  might  hurt  my  friend 
Alamakee,  [Mr.  Clark,]  or  my  friend  from 
Muscatine,  [Mr.  Parvin,]  and  a  number  of  my 
other  friends  over  the  way,  who  were  whilom 
good  democrats,  but  are  now  acting  with  the  re- 
publican party.  It  is  rather  a  delicate  subject, 
and  I  would  not  advise  gentlemen  to  go  back 
very  far  into  the  history  of  the  past,  for  some 
how  or  other,  we  are  all  mixed  up  together 
there. 

But  there  is  one  thing,  which  has  been  the 
topic  of  discussion  here,  and  to  which  I  should 
not  recur,  had  not  the  gentleman  fiom  Appa- 
noose [Mr.  Harris,]  given  to  the  transaction  an 
incorrect  history,  and  a  false  coloring.  And  even 
with  this  histoiy,  and  this  coloring,  I  would 
suffer  it  to  be  buried  in  the  dead  past,  had  not 
that  gentleman  further  assured  us  that  a  high 
sanction  had  recently  been  given  to  that  trans- 
action by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Of 
course  he  means  the  democratic  portion  of  that 
Senate.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  election  of  Senator 
Harlan,  in  January,  1855.  It  is  true,  as  the 
gentleman  says,  that  the  two  Houses  met  in 
convention  a  number  of  times,  and  ballotted 
without  success.  And  the  gentleman  attaches 
blame  to  the  republicans  for  not  having  elected 
during  these  ballotings.  He  says  the  democrats 
got  tired  of  these  fruitless  attempts.  That  the 
party  electing  Mr.  Harlan  were  in  a  majority  in 
both  Houses! 

It  is  true  that  in  the  other  House  there  was  a 
republican  majority.  But  in  the  Senate  it  was 
otherwise.  The  gentleman  would  not  certainly 
claim  that  all  those  who  occupied  seats  in  this 
chamber,  and  who   claimed  to  be  "silver  gray 


whigs,"  weie  also  republicans,  and  favorable  to 
the  election  of  Mr.  Harlan  ! 

He  knows  better  than  to  put  up  such  a  claim. 
He  knows  that  some  of  those  whig  senators  were 
"  silver  gray  whigs,"  after  the  most  modern  ac- 
ceptation of  that  term, — "to  drink  bad  whisky 
and  vote  the  democratic  ticket."  He  knows  that 
with  the  vote  of  Mr.  Bryan,  who  was  kept  in  the 
seat  of  a  good  republican — Mr.  Jordan — for  that 
purpose,  enough  of  these  modern  whigs  acted 
with  these  modern  democrats,  to  gi»e  them  a 
majority.  Then  why  this  attempt  to  hold  the 
republican  party  responsible  for  ihe  failure  to 
sooner  elect,  and  for  the  disgraceful  attempt  to 
defeat  an  election,  by  dissolving  the  joint  con- 
vention, through  a  corrupt  conspiracy  between 
these  modern  whigs  and  democrats,  to  adjourn 
the  senate  over  the  time  fixed  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  convention  ? 

There  is  no  use,  Mr.  President,  for  democrats 
to  attempt  to  excuse,  palliate,  or  disguise  this 
matter.  The  moie  it  is  stirred,  the  more  it  will 
offend.  And  I  scarcely  know  which  I  am  the 
most  astonished  at,  the  temerity,  or  the  folly,  of 
the  gentleman  from  Appanoose.  There  were 
too  many  witnesses  of  the  transaction,  for  pre- 
varication or  misrepresentation  to  meet  with 
."success.  I  myself  was  present  in  these  halls  on 
that  occasion.  And  I  well  recollect  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  fourth  of  January — I  think  it  was 
— a  caucus  of  the  republicans  was  leld,  and  it 
was  universally  public  the  next  morning,  that 
the  republicans  and  a  part  of  the  whig  vote  of 
the  house  would  be  concentrated  upon  Mr.  Har- 
lan, and  would  ensure  his  election.  I  heard  the 
matter  talked  over  in  the  streets  early  that 
morning;  and  when  I  came  into  this  hall,  a  dem- 
ocratic officer  of  the  senate  said  to  me,  "  What 
wonld  your  folks  do  if  the  senate  should  refuse  to 
go  into  convention  this  morning  ?"  The  question 
startled  me.  It  led  me  to  suspect,  what  was  in 
fact  the  case,  that  a  conspiracy  was  on  foot  to 
defeat  an  election.  I  immediately  left  the  hall 
to  consult  with  some  friends,  and  as  I  r  turned 
I  met  the  democratic  senators  with  their  presi- 
dent— the  gentleman  who  has  recently  been 
nominated  as  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion— leaving  this  chamber  and  rushing  down 
stairs  as  though  they  were  fearful  that  a  mo- 
ment's delay  might  place  them  in  the  reach  of 
the  sergeant-at-arms.  W^hen  1  came  in  here,  I 
found  the  republican  senators  astonished  and 
indignant  at  this  premeditated  and  contemptible 
trick.  By  a  strict  party  vote  these  m(.dern 
whigs  and  democrats  had  adjourned  the  senate 
over  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  joint  con- 
vention, and  had  rushed,  like  guilty  culprits, 
from  the  capitol. 

I  would  only  add,  that  at  the  hour  to  which 
the  joint  convention  stood  adjourned,  a  call  was 
made — some  democrats  answered  and  participa- 
ted, the  balance  were  excused.  And  a  full  quo- 
rum appearing  and  participating,  Mr.  Harlan 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
both  houses. 

And  the  gentleman  from  Appanoose  is  mista- 
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ken  in  supposing  that  this  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  democratic  senators,  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Senate  of  the  I'uited  Slates.  The 
Senate  of  the  Uni.ed  StaU's  has  merely  decided 
that  these  runaways  were  only  too  successful, 
in  their  dishonest  and  dishonorable  attempt  to 
defeat  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  that  Mr. 
Harlan  was,  therefore,  not  legally  elected.  Since 
then,  sir,  the  people  of  the  ^^tate  have  placed 
the  stamp  of  their  estimation  upon  it,  and  Mr. 
Harlan  is  now  occupying  that  seat  of  which 
democratic  trickery  would  have  defrauded  him, 
and  from  which  democratic  tyranny  has  once 
hurled  him. 

Acain,  Mr.  President,  I  must  express  my  re- 
grei  that  this  political  discussion  should  have 
sprung  up  here  just  on  the  eve  of  our  separation, 
whenl  had  hoped  that  every  thing  of  a  bitter  or 
unpleasant  nature,  of  a  partizan  or  a  personal 
character,  woukl  have  been  avoided,  or  if  re- 
ferred to,  only  as  of  things  which  had  been  ;  or 
things  which  should  be  buried  forever  in  ob- 
livion. 

It  has  been  drawn  out  by  the  unwise  and  im- 
politic thrusting  forward  of  that  unjust,  and  un- 
generous, and  uncalled  for  protest.  Those  who 
signed  that  protest  in  ignorance,  I  am  willing  to 
furgive.  Those  who  signed  it  for  political  effect, 
I  am  anxious  to  forget. 

There  is  one  thing,  Mr.  President,  which  I 
ought  to  have  touched  upon  in  connection  with 
the  democratic  action  in  the  senate  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Harlan,  and  that  is  the  recent  fraudulent 
elections  of  Bright  and  Fitch  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  Mr.  President,  I  call  the  gentle- 
man from  Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke,]  to  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  gentleman  from  Hen- 
ry has  spoken  1  eyond  his  time. 

Mr.  WILSON.  To-day,  when  this  paper  was 
presented  here,  I  intimated  that  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  its  being  received,  provided  a 
majority  of  the  committee  on  the  schedule  could 
have  the  right  to  present  an  answer  in  reply  to 
this  protc.'^t.  1  have  looked  that  protest  over 
since  that  time,  and,  judging  from  the  subject- 
matter  contained  in  it,  and  the  various  ingredi- 
ents incorporated  in  it,  1  am  willing  to  let  the 
protest  go  with  the  journal  as  its  answer,  and 
shall,  therefore,  take  no  fun  her  steps  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  to  reply  to  it,  and  shall  not 
ask  the  convention  to  grant  us  the  privilege  of 
presenting  a  formal  reply  to  it,  believing  that  it 
is  answered  completely  by  the  journal. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.     As  this  evening  seems  to 
be  considered  a  good   time   for  seliling  uj)  old 
scores,  1  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  a  matter,  in  justice  to   myself  and  some  of 
my  friends  now  absent.     I  speak  of  it  because  I 
it  is  imp  rtant  that  the  truth  should  appear  in  ! 
the   debates  uf  this  convention.      I  do   bo   the  ! 
more  cheerfully  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  1 
matter  of  a  personal  or   unkind   nature,  and, 
therefore,  I  hope  the  convention  will  listen  pa- 
tiently to  the  few  words  I  have  to  say. 

The  other  day,  when  we  had  presented  to  us' 


the  question  of  the  permanent  location  of  the 
State  Capitol  and  the  State  University  at  this 
time,  the  gentleman  from  Johnson  [Mr.  Ciarke], 
in  speaking  of  the  different  asylums  and  their 
locations  in  this  State,  stated  that  the  commis- 
sioners, who  had  located  the  insane  asylum  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  had  done  so  in  violation  of  law.  I 
do  not  mean  that  he  had  said  that  the  location 
was  made  in  violation  of  law,  but  that  they  had 
exceeded  their  powers,  and  thus  acted  ii'  viola- 
tion of  law.  1  do  not  suppose  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Johnson  [Mr.  Clarke]  intended  to 
reflect  personally  upon  the  conduct  of  those 
commissioners. 

I  would  not  at  this  time  notice  the  matter, 
because  I  nave  heard  something  of  the  kind  be- 
fore, unless  it  had  gone  irrevocably  upon  the 
debates  of  this  convention.  But  being  one  of 
those  commissioners  myself,  I  think  it  is  not 
proper  for  me  to  sit  here  and  listen  to  this, 
without  endeavoring  to  let  this  convention,  and 
the  world  through  our  debates,  know  the  truth 
about  this  matter.  I  think  it  is  due  to  myself, 
and  to  my  colleagues — one  of  whom  is  now  tho 
Governor  of  this  State,  and  another  (Doctor 
Clarke)  is  a  constituent  of  the  gentleman  from 
Henry,  [Mr.  Clarke] — and  it  is  important,  too, 
that  the  people  of  ibis  State  should  know  some- 
thing about  this  matter.  And  although  it  is  not 
kindred  to  any  report  that  has  been  before  this 
convention,  I  think  it  is  as  much  so,  and  will 
be  as  agreeable  to  members  of  this  convention, 
as  what  we  have  already  heard  here  this  even- 
ing. 

In  the  winter  of  1854  and  1835,  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  State  made  an  appropriation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  commence  the  building  of 
an  insane  jisylum.  The  limitation  was  fixed  at 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  but  a  mere  commence- 
ment of  the  building  was  contemplated.  The 
Governor  of  the  State,  Doctor  Clarke,  and  my- 
self, were  appointed  connnissioners ;  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  direction  of  the  legislature, 
we  proceeded  to  the  East  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
am ning  other  institutions  of  a  similar  kind 
through  the  States.  We  found  that  the  legisla- 
ture had  had  very  little  idea  of  what  was  actu- 
ally needed  for  such  an  institution,  and  indeed 
we  ourselves  had  no  idea  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  subject.  Having  consulted  the  most  emi- 
nent authorities  in  relation  to  that  matter — 
among  others.  Doctor  Kirkbright,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Doctor  Hell,  of  Boston — we  were  ad- 
vised by  them  not  to  attempt  to  erect  any  build- 
ing for  fifty  thousand  dollars.  They  told  us 
further,  that  it  was  impossible  to  erect  a  proper 
building  of  this  kiiul,  unless  it  was  erected  as  a 
whole — as  an  entirety. 

This  was  in  the  spring  of  1855.  Prior  to  that 
time  the  commissioners  had  received  letters 
from  every  part  of  the  State.  Vfe  heard  that 
theio  were  human  beings  in  this  State  howling 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  in  all  the  ungovernable 
phrenzy  of  madness  and  insanity.  That  there 
were  chained  by  the  legs  in  out-houses,  and 
otherwise  disposed  of,  in  the  most  miserable  con- 
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dition,  at  least  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  people  all  over  this  State.  And  the  ques- 
tion forced  itself  upon  the  commissioners, 
whether  they  would  abandon  the  attempt  for  the 
time,  and  wait  until  the  session  of  the  legislature 
for  1856  and  '57,  before  they  would  do  anything 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  or  take  the  responsi- 
bility upon  themselves  of  building  such  a  build- 
ing as  the  wants  of  this  unfortunate  class  of 
people  demanded,  and  the  dignity  and  the  honor 
of  the  State  required.  In  view  of  the  situation 
of  these  unfortunate  beings,  the  commissioners 
determined  to  take  the  responsibility  of^building 
such  a  building  according  to  the  most  approved 
plan,  and  the  latest  model  of  construction.  The 
legislature  met,  the  same  legislature  that  had 
appropriated  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  they  met 
in  extra  session  the  following  December.  And 
this  same  legislature,  upon  being  informed  ver- 
bally, for  the  commissioners  had  not  time  to 
make  out  a  report,  of  the  situation  of  the  insane 
throughout  the  State,  and  the  importance  of 
having  a  different  building  from  that  they  had 
contemplated,  this  legislature  repealed  the  lim- 
itation which  had  been  before  placed  upon  the 
commissioners,  and  made  another  appropriation 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Now  the  commissioners  did  not  act  in  viola- 
tion of  law.  There  had  been  nothing  done  up 
to  that  time  by  the  commissioners,  but  what 
could  have  been  repealed  bv  the  legislature,  and 
nothing  been  lost.  And  again,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  a  report  was  made  by  the 
commissioners  to  the  legislature,  stating  all  the 
facts,  somewhat  in  the  same  manner  as  I  have 
stated  them  here,  this  evening.  And  that  legis- 
lature made  another  appropriation  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars.  And  the  only  reason  they  did  not 
make  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  was  that  there  were  constitutional  re- 
strictions, as  they  supposed,  against  going  over 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

This  is  the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  I  desire 
to  have  it  go  upon  the  record  along  with  what 
has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Johnson, 
[Mr.  Clarke.]  I  take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  I 
do  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman  had  any  in- 
tention to  reflect  personally  upon  the  commis- 
sioners. But  when  the  statement  was  made 
that  the  commissioners  had  acted  in  violation  of 
law,  it  was  important  that  I  should  get  up  in 
my  place  here,  and  make  the  statement  I  have 
made.  I  would  have  done  so  before  ;  I  would 
have  done  so  at  the  time,  but  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  called,  and  I  have  not  had  an  opportu- 
nity since,  until  now. 

There  is  another  matter  I  should  like  to  speak 
of  now  very  briefly,  not  because  it  relates  to  me 
personally,  but  because  it  is  a  matter  of  public 
interest.  I  refer  to  the  location  of  these  asy- 
lums. There  was  something  said  in  the  debates 
here  about  all  these  institutions  being  located  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  State.  There  was  an 
attempt,  as  I  thought,  to  array  one  portion  of 
this  convention  against  the  other  on  that  ground. 
Now  let  me  say  that  it  will  not  be  loao'  before 
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the  State  will  require  another  insane  asylum. 
There  are,  at  this  moment,  in  this  State,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  persons  who  ought  to  be  in- 
mates of  a  hospital  for  the  insane.  And  two 
hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  are  all 
that  can  be  accommodated  in  one  building. 
And  but  few  years  will  pass  away  before  we 
will  require  another  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State,  because  it  is  well  known  that  great  injury 
results  to  this  class  of  persons,  by  being  carried 
a  great  distance. 

Now  another  word  in  regard  to  the  expense. 
It  was  said  that  this  building  was  expensive  ; 
gentlemen  emphasized  that  a  great  deal.  It  is 
true  that,  so  far  as  regards  dollars  and  cents, 
that  building  is  expensive.  But  it  is  just  the 
kind  of  building  that  class  of  sufferers  demanded, 
and  no  other  building  would  answer  the  purpose. 
It  is  a  building  planned  by  the  highest  authority 
in  this  country  in  those  matters.  And  it  is  a 
building  which  we  will  be  proud  of  in  the  future. 

Now  let  me  say  one  word  about  these  build- 
ings, and  then  I  will  dismiss  this  whole  subject. 
We  find  that  no  building  of  the  kind  can  be 
properly  constructed  in  this  country  for  less 
than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ;  that  is  the 
lowest  amount  fixed  by  medical  superintendents 
of  the  insane,  and  some  go  even  beyond  that. 
And  as  I  before  remarked,  only  some  two  hund- 
red and  fifty  or  three  hundred  persons  can  be 
accommodated  in  a  building  of  this  kind.  So 
gentlemen  will  see  that  it  was  impossible  for  us, 
acting  not  only  under  oath,  but  in  view  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  position  in  which  we  were 
placed  in  regard  to  this  unfortunate  class  of 
people  who  were  scattered  all  over  the  State,  to 
decide  otherwise  than  to  erect  a  building  as  their 
wants  required,  and  such  a  building  as  would 
hereafter  add  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this 
great  State, 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  This  seems  to  be 
an  occasion  for  the  settlement  of  old  scores,  and 
I  am  willing  to  do  my  part  in  the  settlement  of 
any  which  may  be  marked  against  me.  It  is 
true,  that  in  the  debate  upon  the  removal  of  the 
Capitol,  I  did  charge  these  commissioners  with 
having  violeted  the  law  in  the  location  of  that 
asylum,  and  in  the  contract  made  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  There  was  no  contract 
made. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Johnson.  I  regret  that  I 
have  not  the  law  authorizing  this  action  of  the 
commissioners ;  but  their  report  is  before  me. 
My  impression  of  the  law  is  this  :  that  it  au- 
thorizes them  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a 
building,  which  would  be  capable  of  enlarge- 
ment, but  that  the  cost  should  not  exceed  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  And  I  remember,  while  this 
convention  has  been  in  session,  of  accidentally 
picking  up  a  report  of  the  commissioners,  in 
which,  if  I  mistake  not,  they  themselves  admit 
that  they  went  beyond  the  premises  of  the  law. 

I  do  not  allude  to  this  fact  for  the  purpose  of 
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censuring  these  gentlemen,  whose  eflForts  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  insane  are  worthy 
of  all  commendation.  I  did  not  desire  the  other 
day,  nor  do  I  desire  now,  to  cast  any  reflections 
upon  any  of  these  gantlemen. 

1  frankly  admit,  that  tbcy  did  what  they 
deemed  to  be  their  duty  under  the  circumstances. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  acted  wisely  and  well.  But 
if  gentlemen,  when  they  go  home  and  turn  to 
the  report  made  by  the  commissioners,  do  not 
find  that  they  confess  themselves  that  they 
have  gone  beyond  the  terms  of  the  law. 
I  will  very  frankly  own  that  I  am  mistaken. 
I  deem  it  just  to  myself  to  say,  that  while  I  de- 
rive this  information  from  that  source,  J  feel  it  a 
duty  1  owe  to  myself  and  to  these  gentlemen  to  say 
that  I  believe  they  acted  from  correct  motives 
and  they  acted  as  I  trust  every  gentleman  here 
would  have  acted  in  reference  to  that  class  of 
our  population. 

I  do  not  not  want  it  to  go  out  from  this  con- 
vention in  our  debates,  that  during  the  course 
of  this  session  I  have  impugned  the  motives  of 
a  single  gentleman,  either  upon  this  or  any 
other  question.  And  if  the  debates  bear  that 
construction,  I  now  desire  to  disclaim  any  such 
intention,  either  with  reference  to  the  gentle- 
man alluded  to  in  the  debate,  the  other  com- 
missioners, or  any  other  gentleman  upon  this 
floor. 

I  desire  to  makeanotherremark  here  and  it  is 
this  :  I  regret  very  much  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion to-night.  I  feel  that  it  is  unworthy  of  the 
position  we  occupy,  and  unworthy  of  us  as 
men.  We  have  been  here  for  nearly  seven 
weeks,  engaged  in  the  performance  of  the  high- 
est duties  that  can  be  committed  to  us  as  men  ; 
in  the  duty  of  framing  a  constitution  to  protect 
the  rights  of  our  fellow-beings.  And  it  has  nec- 
essarily happened  that  in  the  excitement  of  de- 
bate, and  in  the  conflict  of  interests  which  have 
been  here  presented,  some  feeling  has  been  elic- 
ited, and  many  unkind  words  have  been  spoken. 
But  I  do  trust  the  sentiment  of  the  resolution 
now  lying  upon  the  secretary's  desk  will  be  cor- 
dially responded  to  by  us  all. 

I  take    this  occasion  to   say,  that  if,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  I  have  indulged  in  any  se- 
vere criticism  upon  the  conduct  of   others,  I  feel 
that  I  have  had  my  full  share  in  return.     And  I 
desire  that  when  1  shall  leave  this  hall,  and  when 
I  shall  resign  the  position  which  I  now  occupy, 
and  become  again  a  privite  citizen,  to  bury  every 
feeling  of  ill-will,  every  feeling  but  that  of  kind- 
ness towards  every  member  of  the    convention. 
My  desire  is  that  we   shall   part  here  as  friends 
and  not  as    partizans.     However  differently  wc 
may  view  the  procedings  of  this  convention,  and 
the  result    of  its  libors,  I  hope    at    least   that 
when  we  leave  here,  no  member  will    entertain 
any  cause  of  offence  or    unpleasant   feeling  to- 
wards another  for  anything  that  has    been   said 
or  done  here.     Such  is  my    feeling  and  desire, 
and  I  do  trust  that  the  spirit  of  crimination  and 
recnmitiation,  which  has  been  indulged   in  here, 
will  from  this  time  cease,  and  that   the   closing 
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j  hours  of  the  convention  will  be  marked  by  uni- 
I  versal  good  feeling  and  harmony. 

iMr.  EDWARDS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: * 

^'Resolved,  That  all  personal  differences  which 
have  occurred  between  members  during  the  sit- 
tings of  the  convention,  be  sunk  in  oblivion  and 
forgotten  from  and  after  this  date." 

Mr.  HARRIS.  This  resolution  accords  pre- 
cisely with  my  sentiments.  However  excited  I 
may  have  appeared  at  any  time  upon  the  ques- 
tion I  was  discussing,  I  am  not  aware  of  having 
entertained  an  unkind  feeling  toward  any  gen- 
tleman; and  in  what  I  said  1  did  not  intend  to 
excite  the  angry  feelings  of  any  gentleman  here; 
and  I  regret  sincerely  that  anything  of  the  kind 
should  have  occurred. 

Mr.  EDWARDS.  I  hope  the  resolution  may 
be  unanimously  adopted,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in 
word.  For  about  seven  weeks  we  have  been 
confined  here  in  the  arduous  and  responsible 
duty  of  making  a  fundamental  law  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people  of  this  State.  It  was  to 
be  expected  that  many  questions  of  a  political 
character  would  arise,  that  would  produce  con- 
flict of  opinion;  and  that  in  the  heat  of  debate 
many  unpleasant  words  might  be  spoken.  But 
I  trust  there  is  no  member  upon  this  floor,  when 
he  thinks  that  soon  we  will  all  be  wending  our 
way  to  our  distant  homes,  perhaps  never  again 
to  meet  in  this  world,'''who  will  entertain  jHiv 
bitterness  of  feeling  toward  any  of  his  fellow*- 
members,  after  he  shall  have  passed  the  thresh- 
hold  of  yonder  door. 

If,  by  any  word  or  act  of  mine,  I  have  ex- 
pressed myself  in  so  emphatic  a  manner  in  de- 
bate as  to  have  wounded  the  feelingsof  any  gen- 
tleman here,  it  was  not  done  intentionally,  and 
I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  should  have  made 
any  such  remark.  I  can  say  to-night,  in  all 
sincerity  and  truth,  that  I  can  leave  this  hall 
with  the  kindest  feelings  toward  every  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor.  I  shall  look  back  with 
pleasant  emotions  to  the  hours  that  I  have 
spent  within  these  walls.  The  associations  that 
1  have  formed  here  will  be  among  the  most 
pleasant  I  have  ever  experienced,  and  I  can 
truly  say  that  the  time  spent  here  has  been  one 
of  the  happiest  periods  of  my  life.  I  hope  that 
the  same  spirit  will  animate  every  member  upon 
this  floor. 

Mr.  PARVIX.  I  cordially  indorse  the  senti- 
ment contained  in  the  resolution.  We  met  here 
some  time  since,  right  upon  the  eve  of  an  ex- 
cited Presidential  election,  elected  as  delegates 
to  tills  convention,  most  of  us  upon  party  issues. 
1  thi/ik,  therefore,  it  is  a  most  remarkable  fact 
that,  as  a  general  thing,  there  has  been  an  en- 
tire absence  of  party  feeling  in  the  debiMes  that 
have  occurred  here.  I  was  struck  with  a  re- 
mark  I  saw  in  a  communication  in  a  Davenport 
paper  a  day  or  two  since,  upon  this  subject;  in 
which  the  writer  remarked  that  a  stranger  com- 
ing in  he.i:  and  listening  to  the  debates  would 
not  suppose  that  there  were  any  partizans  here; 
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that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  exhibited 
here  that  would  induce  a  stranger  to  think  that 
the  members  were  elected  upon  party  grounds. 
We  were  sent  here  for  a  higher  and  nobler  pur- 
pose than  to  display  any  partizan  feeling,  and  I 
rejoice  that  it  has  been  overlooked  in  the  one 
great  object  of  securing  to  our  young  and  glo- 
rious State  a  constitution  such  as  will  give  sat- 
isfaction to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  aflford  a 
sure  and  stable  foundation  for  our  future  pros- 
perity. 

There  is  probably  not  an  individual  here  who 
has  secured  everythingin  this  constitution  which 
he  would  have  desired  ;  but  as  a  whole  we  have 
endorsed  and  adopted  it  by  a  ve.'y  large  majori- 
ty, and  I  trust  that  our  action  will  be  sanctioned 
by  the  people  in  the*  adoption  of  our  labors  here. 
I  hope,  when  we  take  the  parting  hand,  as  we 
shall  soon  do,  that  we  may  entertain  for  each 
other  that  fraternal  feeling  which  should  ever 
actuate  such  frail  beings  as  we  are.  It  was  re- 
marked by  the  gentleman  who  just  took  his 
seat,  that  we  should  perhaps  never  meet  again 
on  earth.  In  looking  at  the  ambrotypes  of  the 
members  which  hang  upon  yonder  wall,  the 
thought  occurred  to  ray  mind,  who  first  of  us 
will  ^0  the  way  of  all  flosh  ?  This  we  know  not, 
but  certain  it  is  that  we  are  all  going,  sooner  or 
later,  "to  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler 
returns ;"  and  whatever  party  feeling  may  have 
ever  actuated  us  will  soon  cease  to  actuate  us 
any  more. 

Now  it  becomes  us,  as  beings  who  are  soon  to 
meet  our  ja  Iga,  to  bary  every  feeling  of  ill-will 
towards  each  other.  Let  us  then,  in  the  spirit 
of  the  resolution,  sink  in  oblivion  all  the  unkind 
and  uncharitable  feel;ngs  which  we  may  have 
entertained  for  each  other,  and  let  us  carry  out 
that  beautiful  sentiment  which  is  so  fraught  in 
meaning,  "  Brethren,  write  your  friendships  in 
marble;  your  enmities  in  the  dust." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  can  vote  cheerfully  for  the 
resolntion  nuw  pending  before  the  convention. 
It  has  been  my  misfortune  during  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  body  to  be  compelled  to  engage — I 
use  the  word  compelled  for  I  know  none  better — 
in  discussions  whijh  h.  ve  been  of  a  personal 
character.  I  believe,  however,  that  the  records 
of  this  convention  will  bear  me  out  in  the  decla- 
ration, that  in  no  instance  have  I  commenced  a 
discussion  of  that  char=icter.  Such  discussions 
are  not  desired  by  me,  and  I  never  will  engage  in 
them  until  lam  attacked.  But  they  have  passed 
now,  and  the  relations  which  have  existed  be- 
tween the  members  of  this  body  are  about  to  be 
broken.  For  one,  I  can  certainly  say  with  truth, 
that  I  can  go  from  this  hall  with  kind  feelings 
towards  every  member  of  this  convention.  I  do 
not  desire  to  carry,  nor  will  I  carry,  from  this 
hall  any  harsh  feelings  towards  any  member  of 
this  body,  for  any  thing  that  has  occurred  here. 
I  believe  this  is  the  spirit  in  which  we  should 
all  part. 

Our  relations  and  associations  here  have  been 
pleasant,  and  I  must  say  that  during  the  delib- 
erations of  this  body,  I  have  formed  attachments 


for  some  members,  as  strong  as  any  I  have  ever 
formed  in  my  life.  This  being  the  case,  I  shall 
look  to  the  period  of  time  consumed  by  the  de- 
liberations of  this  body  with  as  much  pleasure 
as  upon  any  period  of  my  life.  If  it  were  for 
nothing  else  than  the  associations  with  which  I 
have  been  connected,  while  occupying  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  I  should  return  my  thanks  to 
that  portion  of  the  people  of  this  state  who  have 
given  me  the  position  which  I  occupy  here,  and 
I  know  that  the  feeling  which  I  now  have  in  that 
respect  will  continue  th-ough  life.  I  hope  that 
we  shall  all  part  in  friendship,  arfd  although 
what  has  been  said  and  done  here  will  have  to 
go  to  the  world  upon  the  records  of  the  con- 
vention, and  although  probably  no  member 
would  have  acted  diflFerently  under  the  satne 
circumstances,  and  perhaps  we  should  act  in 
the  same  manner  again  under  similar  circum- 
stances, yet  I  think  we  can,  when  we  adjourn 
here,  adjourn  with  the  kindliest  feelings  towards 
eac:i  other.  I  simply  say  in  conclusion,  that  I 
shall  cheerfully  vote  for  the  resolution  not  only 
in  letter,  but  in  spirit. 

Mr.  ELLS.  Mr.  President:  In  this  last  hour 
of  the  convention,  £  desire  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark. I  came  here,  sir,  under  circumstances 
different  from  those  of  any  other  member.  I 
was  an  entire  stranger  to  all  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  this  body,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  gentleman  from  Jefferson  [Mr.  Wilson],  and 
1  only  recollected  him  as  a  little  curly-headed 
boy  in  the  streets  of  Newark,  Ohio,  when  I  re- 
sided in  that  state,  many  years  since.  Then, 
too,  as  now,  I  was  laboring  under  the  additional 
misfortune  of  imperfect  hearing.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing all  these  disadvantages— disadvantages 
sufficient  to  deter  almost  any  man  from  taking 
part  in  a  deliberative  body — I  am  free  to  say, 
sir,  that  such  has  been  the  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  of  every  member  of  the  convention, 
that  I  have  felt  myself  quite  at  my  ease,  and 
have  enjoyed  as  large  a  share  of  social  and 
mental  gratification  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of 
most  men.  iadeed,  sir,  I  cannot  now  recollect, 
in'the  course  of  the  seven  weeks  that  we  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  mingling  here,  that  any  gen- 
tleman has  by  any  act  reminded  me  of  my  mis- 
fortunes. But,  on  the  contrary,  such  has  been 
the  uniform  kindness  of  all,  that  I  shall  carry 
with  me  from  this  convention  the  pleasing  re- 
flfection,  that  I  met  you  as  strangers  and  part 
with  you  as  friends. 

It  often  happens,  sir,  that  in  the  heat  of  de- 
bate, hasty  expressions  of  a  personal  character, 
calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  an  adver- 
sary, will  almost  unconsciously  escape.  Those 
expressions,  sir,  are  only  the  ebulitions  of  the 
passing  moment,  and  should  die  with  the  occa- 
sion that  gave  them  birth.  I  am  sensible,  sir, 
that  I  have  said  many  things,  that  in  my  calmer 
and  cooler  moments  I  could  wish  had  never  been 
said — some  of  the  most  severe  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Wapello  [.Mr.  Gillaspy].  But  I 
Hatter  myself,  sir,  that  that  gentleman  will  re- 
gard them  as  only  the  ripple  on  the  placid  lake 
of  our  conventional  friendship. 
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In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  to  say,  that  here,  as 
in  every  other  relHtion  of  life,  1  desire  to  write 
my  "  friendships  in  marble  and  my  enmities  in  the 
dust." 

Mr,  PETERS.  I  regret,  as  deeply  as  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor,  that  any  unpleasant 
discussion  should  have  taken  place  in  the  con- 
vention, and  that  anything  should  have  fallen 
from  the  lips  of  any  member,  reflecting  upon 
the  honesty  or  purity  of  motives  of  any  other 
member  here.  I  have  but  a  suggestion  or  two 
■which  I  wish  to  offer  upon  this  occasion.  I 
know  that  we  are  all  more  or  less  in  the  habit  of 
directing  our  arguments  in  such  a  manner,  as 
politically  to  cast  reflections  upon  the  character 
of  the  party  and  its  leadtrs,  to  which  we  are 
opposed;  and  we  are  apt,  in  the  heat  of  debate 
and  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  to  charac- 
terize and  denounce  those  who  differ  with  us  in 
the  most  bitter  and  unmeasured  terms.  Bat  I 
doubt  whether  there  is  a  member  upon  this  floor 
who  in  his  candid  moments  would  say  that  be- 
cause a  man  differed  with  him  in  his  political 
views,  he  must  therefore  possess  a  harder  heart, 
have  none  of  those  kind  and  gentle  sympathies 
which  cheer  and  gladden  life. 

I  shall  vote  cheerfully  for  the  resolution  at 
this  time,  after  what  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
gentlemen  here,  and  rejoice  now,  as  much  as  I 
have  regretted  before,  that  I  had  not  participat- 
ed more  in  debates,  when  I  might  have  said 
something  which  I  should  have  cause  to    regret. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Henry.  However  well  I 
may  be  supplied  with  words  upon  other  occa- 
sions, as  some  gentlemen  may  think,  I  have  no 
words  to  express  what  I  feel  upon  an  occasion 
like  this.  All  I  can  say  to  gentlemen  is,  that  if 
I  know  my  own  heart,  that  in  my  course  here  I 
have  attempted  to  be  governed  solely  by  princi- 
ples, and  by  what  I  believed  to  be  right.  I  do 
not  know  th  it  I  have  acted  from  auy  personal 
feelings.  If  I  have  made  any  remarks  in  the 
heat  of  debate,  and  used  expressions  which 
were  harsh,  I  regretthem,  formy  desire  is  always 
to  let  no  personal  matters  influence  me  at  all  in 
the  di.<charge  of  my  duties.  I  shall  leave  this 
hall  with  the  most  kindly  feelings  for  all  here. 
And  I  sliall  forever  cherish  in  grateful  remem- 
brance the  associations  with  which  1  have  been 
connected  here.  I  can  say  with  truth  that  if  I 
should  ever  meet  hereafter  those  with  whom  I 
have  been  associated  here,  it  will  be  with  the 
most  pleasurable  emotions. 

Mr.  GILLASPV.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
word,  because  I  felt  conscious  Uiat  ujy  feelings 
fully  harmonized  with  the  language  and  spirit 
of  the    resolution. 

I  would  not  have  said  a  word  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remark  thiit  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Scott  [.Mr.  Ells].  He  said  that  ho  had  used 
harsh  language  towards  the  gentletnan  from 
Wapello.  I  would  say  tot  he  gentleman  from 
Scott,  that  I  had  lorgotten  it  long  ago.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

I  will  say  hero  hImo  to   other  memoers    upon 


'  this  floor  to  whom  I  may  have  said  harsh  things, 
that  I  hope  they  have  forgotten  them  long  ago, 
for  I  have  forgotten  what  has  been  said  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  1  have  made. 

I  shall  vote  cheerfully  for  the  sentiment  em- 
bodied in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark 
or  two,  but  I  can  hardly  express  what  I  desire 
to  say  upon  this  occasion.  I  indorse  most  cor- 
diiilly  the  resolution  now  before  the  convention, 
for  it  has  proved  like  oil  poured  upon  the  trou- 
bled waters.  I  am  happy  to  see  the  good  feel- 
ing that  has  been  brought  about  by  its  introduc- 
tion ;  for  I  must  confess  that  I  left  my  seat  a 
short  time  ago  and  picked  up  my  hat,  with  the 
intention  of  leaving  this  hall,  for  fear  that  an 
excitement  would  be  created  here  which  would 
be  unbecoming  in  the  closing  hours  of  a  delibera- 
tive body  like  this.  Believing  as  I  did,  I  felt 
that  many  unpleasant  things  might  be  said  here, 
and  1  did  not  desire  to  be  present.  But  my  very 
warm  friend  from  Jasper,  [Mr.  Skiff,]  insisted 
that  I  should  stay,  and  he  assured  me  that  we 
would  all  depart  in  peace  and  good  feeling. 
With  ray  present  feelings,  and  at  my  time  of 
life,  I  had  no  expectation  of  again  taking  part 
in  any  oilier  deliberative  body,  when  I  consent- 
ed to  become  a  member  of  this ;  and  when  I 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  here,  I 
desired  and  hoped  that  the  session  of  the  con- 
vention would  be  marked  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness and  good  will.  Thus  far,  our  associations 
have  been  very  pleasant,  and  I  am  more  than 
gratified  that  we  shall  part  with  each  other  in 
friendship  and  good  feeling. 

Mr.  BUNKER.  For  the  most  part,  during  the 
sittings  of  the  convention,  I  have  cast  my  vote 
for  or  against  the  various  propositions  tiiat  have 
been  submitted  here,  without  thinking  it  proper 
to  give  any  reasons  for  my  acts,  supposing  that 
gentlemen  would  understand  my  motives  from 
my  acts.  I  shall  pursue  that  course  in  relation 
to  this  resolution,  which  I  shall  vote  for  most 
cheerfully. 

Mr.  TODHUNTER.  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  this  resolution.  1  have  no  ac- 
counts to  settle  with  any  member  upon  this  floor, 
thank  God  ;  and  I  truly  regret  that  there  are 
any  members  in  this  body  who  ma\-  have  accounts 
to  settle  with  each  othei ,  or  that  there  have 
been  any  unpleasant  feeling  or  bickerings  be- 
tween members  here.  1  came  here  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  an  entire  stranger  to  every 
individual  upon  this  floor,  save  two,  the  gentlo- 
from  Jasper  [Mr.  Skill],  and  the  gentleman  from 
\Va[)ello  [Mr.  Oillaspy], 

I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  by  the 
convention  tliat  I  heartily  endorse  this  resolu- 
tion. And  permit  me  here  to  say,  that  I  never 
had  in  my  lile  an  association  with  any  set  of 
gentlemen,  for  whom  I  had  a  higher  esteem, 
Ihaji  I  have  lor  the  members  of  this  body.  I 
can  say  with  truth  that  I  shall  leave  this  ball 
with  the  be.«t  feelings  for  every  gentleman  upon 
this  fh)()r. 

I  truly  regret — T  must  sny  it  here— to  see  the 
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personal  assaults  that  have  been  made  upon  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  [Mr. 
Hall]  in  this  body.  These  kind  of  thrusts  may 
do  upon  the  stump  ;  they  may  do  in  excited  po- 
litical campaigns  ;  but  they  should  not  have  been 
indulged  in  upon  this  floor.  We  did  not  meet 
here  for  any  such  purpose,  and  I  must  say,  so 
far  as  the  gentleman  from  Des  Moines  is  con- 
cerned, that  I  have  as  warm  feelings  for  him  as 
for  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  HALL.  It  is  contrary  to  my  nature  to 
bear  malice  or  anger  toward  any  man  ;  and  yet 
I  know  that  I  am  too  ardent  and  excitable  in  my 
feelings.  I  came  honestly  by  them,  however. 
I  have  no  personal  complaints  to  make  against 
any  one.  I  took  occasion  to  set  a  certain  mat- 
ter right  this  evening,  when  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  first  time  to  place  a  denial  of  a 
certain  charge  upon  the  records,  where  it  will 
remain  permanently. 

I  shall  leave  the  convention  without  enter- 
taining any  feelings  of  unkindness  toward  any 
member.  I  know  that  at  times  I  have  spoken 
warmly  in  the  heat  of  debate;  but  if  I  have  in- 
jured the  feelings  of  any  one,  it  was  not  from 
any  intention  so  to  do.  In  discharging  my  duty, 
I  have  acted  according  to  the  best  dictates  of 
™y  judgment,  and  I  have  pursued  the  course 
which  I  thought  the  best  interests  of  the  State 
required  me  to  take. 

Mr.  SKIFF.  During  the  sessions  of  the  con- 
vention, I  can  call  members  to  witness,  that  I 
have  not  been  a  talking  but  a  voting  member, 
and  no  vote  that  I  have  given  here  in  this  con- 
vention will  be  so  cheerfully  given  as  the  vote 
for  the  resolution  now  lying  upon  the  Secreta- 
ry's table.     1  vote  "  aye  "  for  it  all  the  time. 

The  resolution  passed  by  acclamation. 

Adjovrnment  sine  die. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  convention  adjourn  sine 
die." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Before  declaring  the  result  of  the  vote — 

The  PRESIDENT  said: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : 

I  should  be  dissatisfied  with  myself  if  I 
should  neglect  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  this  closing  hour  of  the  session  to 
say  a  word  in  acknowledgment  of  the  obliga- 
tions I  am  under  to  you.  I  feel  that  my  rela- 
tion to  you  is  that  of  a  debtor,  and  I  regret  to 
add,  a  debtor  of  a  very  unfortunate  class — an 
insolvent  one.  I  have  been  the  constant  re- 
cipient of  your  kindness  here.  It  began  by 
placing  me  in  the  dististinguished  position  of 
your  Presiding  Ofiicer.  New  proofs  of  it  have 
greeted  me  with  each  succeeding  day's  sitting, 
in  the  respect  and  consideration  with  which  m.\ 
humble  endeavors  to  serve  you  have  been  re 


ceived,  and  it  has  now  culminated  in  a  formal 
expressions  of  yodr  satisfaction  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the'  duties  of  the  Chair  have  been 
performed. 

I  know  not  how  to  pay  the  debt  I  owe  you; 
but  while  I  confess  my  inability  to  discharge  it, 
I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  cheerful  readiness 
to  do  the  next  best  thing  in  my  power,  which  is 
fully  to  acknowledge  it,  and  to  assure  you  that 
no  statute  of  limitation  shall  ever  bar  it. 

To  other  evidences  of  your  kindness,  the  re- 
collection of  which  I  shall  not  Cease  to  cherish, 
you  have  superadded  the  compliment  of  present- 
ing, for  my  acceptance,  the  chair  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  occupy.  As  a  testimonial  of  your  ap- 
preciation of  my  endeavors  to  discharge  accept- 
ably its  duties,  I  receive  it,  and  not  because  I 
think  it  deserved  from  any  other  consideration. 
I  shall  respect  and  prize  it  as  a  memento,  not 
only  of  your  generous  bounty,  but  also  of  the 
many  pleasant  days  we  have  passed  together 
here. 

Our  task  is  done.  The  work  we  have  been 
sent  here  to  perform  is  completed.  The  results 
of  our  labors  and  deliberations  we  commit  to 
the  people  and  to  history.  The  judgment  of 
both  we  may  abide,  I  think,  with  uudoubting 
confidence. 

How  faithfully  you  have  labored  in  the  great 
work  committed  to  our  charge,  the  record  of  our 
excellent  Secretaries,  and  able  and  faithful  Re- 
porters will  in  part  show.  For  the  rest,  I  can 
bear  cheerful  testimony.  I  am  free  to  say,  that 
for  patient,  investigation,  for  devotion  to  duty, 
for  dignity  of  deportment,  for  courtesy,  propri- 
ety and  decorum  in  debate,  I  am  satisfied  this 
convention  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
other  similar  body.  We  have  read  of  conflicts 
on  the  battle-field,  where  it  was  said  that  each 
man  felt  and  fought  as  if  on  his  sole  arm  hung 
victory.  So  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  each 
member  of  this  convention  has  acted  as  if  im- 
pressed with  the  thought^ that  in  his  bonds  was 
the  destiny  of  the  State,  and  that  upon  his  efforts 
depended  much  of  her  future  prosperity  and 
glory. 

The  holding  of  such  a  convention  as  this,  for 
the  purpose  of  re-constructing  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  State,  must  be  regarded  as  an  epoch 
in  our  history.  To  have  been  members  of  such 
a  convention  ;  to  have  been  associated  together 
for  so  long  a  period  in  official  intercourse,  en- 
trusted with  tiae  exalted  duty  of  preparing  a  new 
frame-work  of  government;  to  have  labored  so 
anxiously  together  for  auspicious  results,  and  so 
successfully,  too,  as  I  believe,  is  an  event  which 
will  remain  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds. 
Nor  will  that  impression  be  lessened  by  the 
thought  that  this  favored  country  of  ours  is  per- 
haps the  only  spot  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
where  such  an  assembly,  for  sucH  a  purpose, 
could  be  held  ;  and  ours  the  only  people  out  of 
the  millions  who  inhabit  our  planet,  among 
whom  the  sublime  sentiment,  that  all  political 
power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  is  a  practical 
reality. 
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As  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  changes 
you  have  made  in  the  organic  hiw  of  the  State, 
I  need  not  here  speak.  The  new  constitution 
will  soon  be  published  in  juxtaposition  with  the 
old.  Your  work  will  speak  for  itself,  and  so 
speaking  will  commend  itself  to  the  approbation 
of  the  people. 

I  may  say,  in  brief,  that  we  have  added  some 
new  and  important  guards  for  the  security  of 
popular  rights,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  social  compact.  Restrictions 
existed  in  the  old  constitution,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved have  operated  to  check  and  retard  the 
energies  and  prosperity  of  the  State.  These  we 
have  removed.  We  have  stricken  the  fetters 
from  the  limbs  of  the  infant  giant,  and  given 
free  scope  to  resources,  capable,  as  we  believe, 
of  working  out  the  highest  results. 

Few  States  present  a  more  inviting  record 
than  Iowa.  We  may  well  be  proud  of  her. 
Among  the  youngest  of  the  sovereign  States  of 
the   confederacy,   she   has   already    attained   a 


stature  of  gigantic  proportions.  And  now,  in- 
vigorated by  fresh  draughts  from  the  fountain  of 
republicanism,  .«he  will  move  onward  to  a  po- 
sition of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  galaxy  of 
American  States,  presenting  a  bright  example 
of  a  free,  prosperous,  and  happy  people. 

Pardon  me,  gentlemen,  for  detaining  you  with 
these  poor  words  of  mine.  The  moment  of  sep- 
aration has  come.  We  leave  our  places  here,  to 
return  to  our  respective  districts,  "  to  the  loved 
sights  and  sounds  of  home,  to  the  congratulations 
of  friends,  and  the  applause  of  satisfied  constit- 
uencies." 

And  now,  with  my  warmest  wishes  for  your 
happiness,  and  with  our  hearts  filled  with  grati- 
tude to  H  m  whose  providential  care  has  been 
so  signally  over  us,  guiding  us,  protecting  us, 
and  directing  us,  I  proceed  to  give  efiFect  to  the 
last  vote  you  have  taken,  by  declaring  this  con- 
vention dissolved. 

The  Convention  accordingly  adjourned  sine  die. 


OLD  AND  NEW  CONSTITUTIONS. 


OLD  CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  People  of. the  Territory  op  Iowa, 
grateful  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  bles- 
sings  hitherto  enjoyed,   and  feeling  our  de- 
pendence on  Him  for  a  continuation  of  those 
blessings,  do  ordain  and  establish  a  free  and 
independent  government,  by  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  the  boundaries  whereof  shall 
■  be  as  follows  : 
Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  a  point  due  east  of 
the  middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  main  channel  of 
the  Des  Moines   river;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines  river, 
to  a  point  on   said  river  where   the   northern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri — as  es- 
tablished   by  the  Constitution  of    that   State, 
adopted  June  I2th,  1820 — crosses  the  said  mid- 
dle of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines 
river;  thence  westwardly  along  the  said  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as 
established  at  the  time  aforesaid,  until  an  eiten- 
sion  of  said  line  intersects  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Missouri   river;  thence  up  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  said  Missouri 
river  to  a  point  opposite  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the   Big  Sioux  river,  according  to 
Nicollett's  map;  thence  up  tie  main  channel  of 
the  said  Big  csioux  river,  according  to  said  map, 
until  it  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of  forty- 
three  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude; 
thence  east  along  said  parallel  of  forty-three  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  until  said  parallel  in- 
tersects the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Mississippi  river ;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 


NEW  CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  People  op  the  State  op  Iowa,  grateful 
to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  blessings  hither- 
to enjoyed,  and  feeling  our  dependence  on 
Him  for  a  continuation  of  those  blessings,  do 
ordain  and  establish  a  free  and  independent 
government,  by  the  name  of  the  State  oi" 
Iowa,  the  boundaries  whereof  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

Beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  at  a  point  due  east  of  the 
themiddleof  the  mouth  of  the  main  channel  of 
the  Des  Moines  river ;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines  river, 
to  a  point  on  said  river  where  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri — as  estab- 
lished by  the  constitution  of  that  state,  adopted 
June  12,  1820 — crosses  the  said  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  the  said  Des  Moines  river ; 
thence  westwardly  along  the  said  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  as  estab- 
lished at  the  time  aforesaid,  until  an  exten- 
sion of  said  line  intersects  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  the  Missouri  river ;  thence 
up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
said  Missouri  river,  to  a  point  opposite  the 
middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Big  Sioux 
river,  according  to  Nicollett's  map;  thence  up 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  Big  Sioux  river, 
according  to  said  map,  until  it  is  intersected 
by  the  parallel  of  forty-three  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude ;  thence  east 
along  said  parallel  of  forty-three  degree  and 
thirty  minutes,  until  said  parallel  intersects 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missis- 
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jnain  channel  of  said  Mississippi  river   to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

Article  I. — Bill  of  Rights. 

Section  1.  All  men  are,  by  nature,  free  and 
independent,  and  have  certain  unalienable 
rights — among  which  are  those  of  enjojing  and 
defending  life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possessing 
and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  ob- 
taining safely  and  happiness. 

Sec.  2.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people.  Government  is  instituted  for  the  pro- 
tection, security,  and  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
they  have  the  right,  at  all  times,  to  alter  or  re- 
form the  same,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
require  it. 

Sec.  3.  The  general  assembly  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  compelled  to  attend  any  phice  of 
worship,  pay  tithes,  tares,  or  other  rates  for 
building  or  repairing  places  of  worship,  or  the 
maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry. 

Sec.  4.  No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as 
a  qualification  for  any  ofllce  or  public  trust,  and 
no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  his  rights, 
privileges  or  capacities,  or  disqualified  from  the 
performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  private  du- 
ties, or  rendered  incompetent  to  give  evidence 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  consequence  of 
bis  opinions  on  the  subject  of  religion. 


Sec.  5.  Any  citizen  of  this  State  who  may 
hereafter  be  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, in  a  duel,  either  as  principal  or  accessory 
before  the  fact,  shall  forever  be  disqualified  from 
holding  any  office  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  Slate. 

Sec.  G.  All  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall 
have  a  uniform  operation. 


Sec.  1.     Every  person  may  ppcak,  write,  and 
publish  his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  rc- 


sippi  river ;  thence  down  the  middle  of  the 
main  channel  of  said  Mississippi  river,  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

Article  1. — Bill  of  Rights. 

Section  1.  All  men  are,  by  nature,  free  and 
equal,  and  have  certain  inalienable  rights — 
among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing life  and  liberty,  acquiring,  possessing,  a,nd 
protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining 
safety  and  happiness. 

Sec.  2.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the 
people.  Government  is  instituted  for  the  pro- 
tection, security,  and  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
they  have  the  right,  at  all  times,  to  alter  or  re- 
form the  same,  whenever  the  public  good  may 
require  it. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  nor 
shall  any  person  be  compelled  to  attend  any 
place  of  worship,  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  other 
rates,  for  building  or  repairing  places  of  wor- 
ship, or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minister  or 
ministry. 

Sec.  4.  No  religious  test  shall  be  required  as 
a  qualification  for  any  office,  or  public  trust, 
and  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  any  of  his 
rights,  privileges,  or  capacities,  or  disqualified 
from  the  performance  of  any  of  his  public  or 
private  duties,  or  rendered  incompetent  to  give 
evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion; and  any  party  to  any  judicial  proceeding 
shall  have  the  right  to  use  as  a  witness,  or  take 
the  testimony  of,  any  other  person  not  disquali- 
fied on  account  of  interest,  who  may  be  cog- 
nizant of  any  fact  material  to  the  case ;  and 
parties  to  suits  may  be  witnesses,  as  provided  by 
law. 

Sec.  6.  Any  citizen  of  this  state  who  may 
hereafter  be  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, in  a  duel,  either  as  principal,  or  accessory 
before  the  fact,  shall  forever  be  disqualified  from 
holding  any  office  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  this  state. 

Sec.  G.  All  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall  have 
a  uniform  operation  ;  the  General  Assembly  shall 
not  grant  to  any  citizen,  or  class  of  citizens, 
privileges  or  immunities,  which,  upon  the  same 
terms,  shall  not  equally  belong  to  allcitizer.s. 

Sec.  7.  Every  person  may  speak,  write,  and 
publish    his    sentiments    on    all  subjects,    be- 
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sponsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right.  No  law 
Bball  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty 
of  speech  or  of  the  press.  In  all  prosecutions, 
or  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may  be  given 
in  evidence  to  the  jury,  and  if  it  appear  to  the 
jury  that  the  matter  charged  as  libelous  was 
true,  and  was  published  with  good  motives,  and 
for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted. 

Sec.  8.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches  shall 
not  be  violated;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but 
on  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation, particularly  describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  papers  and  things  to  be  seized. 

Sec.  9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  re- 
main inviolate  ;  but  the  general  assembly  may 
authorize  trial  by  a  jury  of  a  less  number  than 
twelve  men  in  inferior  courts. 


Sec.  10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the 
accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a  speedy  trial  by 
an  impartial  jury  ;  to  be  informed  of  the  accu- 
sation Dgainst  him  ;  to  be  confronted  with  the 
witnesses  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  pro- 
cess for  his  own  witnesses,  and  to  have  the  as- 
sistaDce  of  a  counsel. 


Sec.  11.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer 
for  a  criminal  offense,  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  by  a  grand  jury,  except  in  •'ases  cog- 
nizable before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  arising 
in  the  army  or  navy,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in 
actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger. 


Sec.  12.  No  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be 
tried  for  the  same  offense.  All  persons  shall, 
before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sure- 
ties, except  for  capital  offenses  wiiere  the  proof 
is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great. 

Sec.  13.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,  unless  in  case  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion the  public  safety  may  lequire  it. 
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ing  responsib'-  for  the  abuse  of  that  right.  No 
law  shall  be  pacsed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the 
liberty  of  speech,  or  of  the  press.  In  all  prose- 
cutions or  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may 
be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury,  and  if  it  appear 
to  the  jury  that  the  matter  charged  as  libelous 
was  true,  and  was  published  with  good  motives 
and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  ac- 
quitted. 

Sec.  8.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches,  shall 
not  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but 
on  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation, particularly  describing  the  place  to  be 
searched,  and  the  persons  and  things  to  be 
seized. 

Sec.  9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  re- 
main inviolate  ;  but  the  General  Assembly  may 
authorize  trial  by  a  jury  of  a  less  number  than 
twelve  men  in  inferior  courts  :  but  no  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
without  due  process  of  law. 

Sec.  10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  and 
in  cases  involving  the  life  or  liberty  of  an  indi- 
vidual, the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  a  speedy 
and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury ;  to  be 
informed  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  same  when  demanded  ;  to  be 
confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  to 
have  compulsory  process  for  his  own  witnesses  ; 
and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel. 

Sec.  ll.  All  offenses  less  than  felony  and  in 
which  the  punishment  does  not  esceed  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisonment  for  thirty 
days,  shall  be  tried  summarily  before  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  or  other  officers  authorized  by  law; 
on  information  under  oath,  without  indictment, 
or  the  intervention  of  a  grand  jury,  saving  to  the 
defendant  the  right  of  appeal  ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  held  to  answer  for  any  higher  criminal 
offense,  unless  on  presentment  or  indictment  by 
a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  army, 
or  navy,  or  in  tit  r^  railitia,  when  in  actual  service 
in  time  of  war  or  puldic  danger. 

Sec.  12.  i'o  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be 
tried  for  the  same  offense.  All  persons  shall, 
before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sure- 
ties, except  for  capital  offenses  where  the  proof 
is  evident,    or  the  presumption  great. 

Sec.  13.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,  or  refused  when  application  is 
made  as  required  by  law,  unless  in  case  of   re- 
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Sec.  14.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate 
to  the  civil  power.  No  standing  army  shall  be 
kept  up  by  the  State  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  no  appropriation  for  a  standing 
army  shall  be  for  a  longer  time  than  two  years. 

Sec.  15.  No  soldier  shall,  iu  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  except  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  con- 
sist only  in  levying  war  against  it,  adhering  to 
its  enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless 
on  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same 
overt  act,  or  confession  in  open  court. 

Sec.  17.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required  ; 
excessive  fines  shall  not  be  imposed,  and  cruel 
and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

Sec.  18.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use  without  just  compensation. 


Sec.  19.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for 
debt  in  any  civil  action,  on  mesne  or  final  pro- 
cess, unless  in  case  of  fraud ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  militia  fine  in  time  of 
peace. 

Sec.  20.  The  people  have  the  right  freely  to 
assemble  together  to  counsel  for  the  common 
good ;  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their 
representatives,  and  to  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grieyances. 

Sec.  21.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex-post-facto- 
law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts 
shall  ever  be  passed. 

Sec.  22.  Foreigners  who  are,  or  may  here- 
after become  residents  of  this  State,  shall  enjoy 
the  same  rights  in  respect  to  the  possession,  en- 
joyment and  descent  of  property,  as  native-born 
citizens. 

Sec.  23.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  ser- 
vitude, unless  for  the  puni&bment  of  crimes, 
shall  ever  be  tolerated  in  this  State. 


bellicn  or  invasion,  the   public  safety   may  re-  • 
quire  it. 

Sec.  14.  The  military  shall  be  subordinate 
to  the  civil  power.  No  standing  army  shall  be 
kept  up  by  the  state  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  no  appropriation  for  a  standing 
army  shall  be  for  a  longer  period  than  two 
years. 

Sec.  15.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace  be 
quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  except  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  Treason  against  the  State  shall 
consist  only  in  levying  war  against  it,  adher- 
ing to  its  enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort. No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason 
unless  on  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses  to  the 
same  overt  act,  or  conlession  in  open  court.    . 

Sec.  17.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required; 
excessive  fines  shall  not  be  imposed,  and  cruel 
and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

Sec.  18.  Private  properly  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use  without  just  compensation  firs^ 
being  made,  or  secured  to  be  made,  to  the  own- 
er thereof,  as  soon  as  the  damages  shall  be  as- 
sessed by  a  jury,  who  shall  not  take  into  con- 
sideration any  advantages  that  may  result  to 
said  owner  on  account  of  the  improvement  for 
which  it  is  taken. 

Sec.  19.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for 
debt  in  any  civil  action,  on  mesne  or  final  pro- 
cess, unless  in  case  of  fraud  ;  and  no  person 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  milita  fine  in  time  of 
peace. 

Sec.  20.  The  people  have  the  right  freely  to 
assemble  together  to  counsel  for  the  common 
good  ;  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their 
representatives,  and  to  petition  for  a  redress  of 
grievances. 

Sec.  21.  No  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto 
law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
shall  ever  be  passed. 

Sec.  22.  Foreigners  who  are,  or  may  hereaf- 
ter become  residents  of  this  State,  shall  enjoy 
the  same  rights  in  respect  to  the  possession,  en- 
joyment, and  descent  of  property,  as  native-bora 
citizens. 

Sec.  23.  There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  this 
State ;  nor  shall  there  be  involuntary  servitude, 
unless  for  the  punishment  of  crime. 

Sec.  21.  No  lease  or  grant  of  agricultural 
lands,  reserving  any  rent,  or  service  of  any 
kind,  shall  be  valid  for  a  longer  period  than 
twenty  years. 
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Sec.  24.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not 
be  construed  to  impair  or  deny  others,  retained 
by  the  people. 

Article  2. — Right  op  Suffrage. 

Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  have  been  a  ret.ident  of  the  State  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote,  twenty 
days,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections 
which  are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases  except  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privil- 
eged from  arrest  on  the  days  of  election,  during 
their  attendance  at  such  election,  going  to  and 
returning  therefrom. 

Sec.  3.  No  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  perform 
militia  duty  on  the  day  of  election,  except  in 
time  of  war  or  public  danger. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval  or 
marine  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
considered  a  resident  of  this  State  by  being 
stationed  in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military 
or  naval  place  or  station  within  this  State. 

Sec.  5.  No  idiot  or  insane  person,  or  person 
convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  an  elector. 

Sec.  6.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  by 
ballot. 

Article  3. — Of  the  Distribution  of  Powers. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  the  government  of 
Iowa  shall  be  divided  into  three  separate  de- 
partments: The  Legislative,  the  Executive, 
and  the  Judicial ;  and  no  person  charged  with 
the  exercise  of  powers  properly  belonging  to 
one  of  these  departments  shall  exercise  any 
function  appertaining  to  either  of  the  others, 
except  in  cases  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or 
permitted. 

Legislative  Department. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  authority  of  this 
Slate  shall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives!  which  shall  be  designated  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa  ;  and 
the  style  of  their  laws  shall  commence  in  the 
following  manner  :  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  2.  The  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall   be   bieiini  1,  and  >hall  commence  on  the 


Sec.  25.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not 
be  construed  to  impair  or  deny  others,  retained 
by  the  people. 

Article  2. — Right  of  Suffragi. 

Section  1.  Every  white  male  citizen  of  the  Ly^ 
United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  this  State  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election,  and  the 
county  in  which  he  claims  his  vote,  sixty  days, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  which 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except 
treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  priv- 
ileged from  arrest  on  the  days  of  election,  dur- 
ing their  attendance  at  such  election,  going  to 
and  returning  therefrom. 

Sec.  8.  No  elector  shall  be  obliged  to  per- 
form military  duty  on  the  day  of  election,  except 
in  time  of  war,  or  public  danger. 

Sec.  4.     No  person  in  the  military,  naval,  or 
marine  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  con 
sidered  a  resident  of  this  State   by  being  sta- 
tioned in  any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military,  or 
naval  place,  or  station  within  this  State. 

Sec.  5.  No  idiot,  or  insane  person,  or  person 
convicted  of  any  infamous  crime,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  privilege  of  an  elector. 

Sec.  6.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be 
by  ballot. 

Article  3. — Of  the  Distribution  of  Powers. 

Section  1.  The  powers  of  the  government 
of  Towa  shall  be  divided  into  three  separate  de- 
partments :  The  Legislative,  the  Executive  and 
the  Judicial;  and  no  person  charged  with  the 
exercise  of  powers  properly  belonging  to  one  of 
these  departments  shall  exercise  any  function 
appertaining  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in 
cases  hereinafter  expressly  directed  or  permit- 
ted. 

Lhgislatiye  Depaetmhnt. 

Section  1.  The  Legislative  authority  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives ;  and  the  style  of  every  law  shall 
be :  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  2.  The  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be   biennial,  and  shall    commence  on  the 
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first  Monday  of  December  next  ensuing  the  elec- 
tion of  its  members ;  unless  the  Governor  of 
the  State  shall,  in  the  interim,  convene  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  proclamation. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
eentatives  shall  be  chosen  every  second  year,  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, on  the  first  Monday  in  August;  whose 
term  of  ofBce  shall  continue  two  years  from  the 
day  of  the  general  election. 


Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  be  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  or  Terri- 
tory one  year  next  preceding  his  election;  and 
at  the  time  of  his  election  have  an  actual  resi- 
dence of  thirty  days  in  the  county  or  district  be 
may  be  chosen  to  represent. 

Sec.  5.  Senators  shall  be  cho?en  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
Representatives  ;  they  shall  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  and  possess  the  qualifications  of 
Representatives  as  to  residence  and  citizenship. 

Sec.  8.  The  number  of  Senators  shall  not  be 
less  than  one  third,  nor  more  than  one  half  the 
representative  body  ;  and  at  the  first  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  after  this  constitution 
takes  efi'ect,  the  Senators  shall  !.•  divided  by 
lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  'v  o  claseos  ;  the 
seats  of  ihe  Senators  of  the  i}.<.-  ■.  class  siiall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiratiou  of  the  second  year,  so 
that  one  half  shall  be  chosen  every  two  yeara. 

Sec.  7.  When  the  number  of  Senators  is  in- 
creased, they  shall  be  annexed  by  lot  to  one  of 
the  two  classes,  so  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly 
equal  in  number  as  practicable. 

Sec.  8.  Each  House  shall  choose  its  own  offi- 
cers, and  judge  of  the  qualification,  election, 
and  return  of  it.-?  own  inoiubers.  A  contested 
election  sliall  bu  determined  in  such  munii«r  as 
shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  9.  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may 
compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members  in 
such  manner  and  under  stich  penalties  &n  each 
House  may  provide. 

Bee.  10.  Each   House  shall  sit  upon  its  own  i 


second  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing  the 
election  of  its  members  ;  unless  the  Governor  of 
the  State  shall,  in  the  meantime,  convene  the 
General  Assembly  by  proclamation. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  chosen  ever^^  second  year,  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  their  respective  districts, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  except  the 
years  of  the  Presidential  election,  when  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first 
Clonday  in  November;  and  their  term  of  office 
shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January  next 
after  their  election,  and  continue  two  years,  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Rep  esentatives  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  a  free 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  one  year 
next  preceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  election  shall  have  had  an  actual  residence 
of  sixty  days  in  the  county  or  district  he  may 
have  been  chosen  to  represent. 

Sec.  5.  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
Representatives;  they  shall  be  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  and  possess  the  qualifications  of  Repre- 
sentatives as  to  residence  and  citizenship. 

Sec.  6.  The  number  of  senators  shall  not  be 
less  than  one-third,  iior  more  than  one-half  the 
representative  body ;  and  s-hall  be  so  classified 
by  lot,  that  one  class;  being  as  nearly  one  half 
as  possible,  shall  be  elected  every  two  years. 
When  the  number  of  senators  is  increased,  they 
su&il  be  annexed  by  lot  to  one  or  the  other  of 
the  two  classes,  so  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly 
equal  in  numbers  as  practicable. 


Sec.  7.  T'ach  House  shall  choose  its  own  offi- 
cers, and  juuge  of  the  qualification,  election, 
and  return  of  its  own  members.  A  contested 
election  shall  bo  detenuiued  iu  such  manner  as 
shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  8  A  miijority  of  each  House  shall  con- 
Btitut>;  a  quorum  to  transact  business;  but  a 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day, 
and  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties 
KS  each  Mouse  may  provide. 
Sec.  9.  Each    House   shall   sit   upon  its  own 


CONSTITUTIONS. 


1073 


OLD  CONSTITUTION. 


NEW  CONSTITUTION. 


adjournments,  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed- 
ings, and  publish  the  same;  determine  its  rules 
of  proceedings,  punish  members  for  disorderly 
behavior,  and,  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds, 
expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  oflFense ;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers 
necessary  for  a  branch  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  a  ftee  and  independent  State. 

Sec.  11.  Every  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  the  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or 
protest  against  any  act  or  resolution  which  he 
may  think  injurious  to  the  public  or  an  indi- 
vidual, and  have  the  reasons  for  his  dissent  en- 
tered on  the  journals;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  members  of  either  House,  on  any  question, 
sLall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  members  present, 
be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  12.  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  all 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  fro  i.  the  same. 

Sec.  13.  When  vacancies  occur  in  either 
House,  the  Governor,  or  the  person  exercising 
the  functions  of  Governor,  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sec.  14.  The  doors  of  each  House  shall  be 
open,  except  on  such  occasion  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  House,  may  require  secrecy. 

Sec.  15.  Neiiher  House  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
which  they  may  be  sitting. 

Sec.  16.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House, 
except  bills  for  revenue,  which  shall  always 
originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
may  be  amended,  altered,  or  rejected  by  the 
other;  and  every  bill  having  passed  both 
Houses,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and 
President  of  their  respective  Houses. 

Sec.  17.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the  General  Assembly,  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  ap- 
prove, he  shall  sign  it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  re- 
turn it  with  his  objections,  to  the  House  in 
which  it  originated,  which  shall  enter  the  same 
upon  the  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it: 
if,  after  such  reconsideration,  it  again  pass  both 
Houses,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  majority  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  of  each  House  present,  it 
shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  Gover- 
nor's objections.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  re- 
turned   within   three   days   after  it  shall  have 


adjournment,  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  publish  the  same;  determine  its  rules  of 
proceedings,  punish  members  for  disorderly  be- 
havior, and,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds, 
expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the 
same  offense  ;  and  shall  have  all  other  powers 
necessary  for  a  branch  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  a  free  and  independent  state. 

Sec.  10.  Every  member  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  have  the  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or 
protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution  which  he 
may  think  injurious  to  the  public,  or  an  indivi- 
dual, and  have  the  reasons  for  his  dissent  en- 
tered on  the  journals;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  mettibera  of  either  House,  on  any  question, 
shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  members  present, 
be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  11.  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  nil 
cases,  except  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  same. 

Sec.  12.  When  vacancies  occur  in  .  either 
House,  the  Governor,  or  the  person  exercising 
the  functions  of  governor,  shall  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sec.  13.  The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be 
open,  except  on  such  occasions  as,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  may  require  secrecy. 

Sec.  14.  Neither  House  shall,  without  thecon- 
sent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
they  may  be  sitting. 

Sec.  l5.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House, 
and  may  be  amended,  altered,  or  rejected  by  the 
other;  and  every  bill,  having  passed  both  Houses, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  of 
their  respective  Houses. 


Sec.  16.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  pas8<»d 
the  General  Assembly,  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  ap- 
prove, he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return 
it  with  his  objections,  to  the  House  in  which  it 
originated,  which  shall  tnter  the  same  upon 
their  journal,  and  proceed  to  re-consider  it;  if, 
after  such  reconsideration,  it  again  passes  both 
Houses,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  each  House,  it  shall 
become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  Governors 
objections.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
within  three  days  after  it  shall  have  been  pre- 
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been  presented  to  him,  (Sunday  excepted),  the 
same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  ad- 
journment, prevent  such  return. 


Sec.  18.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  shall 
be  attached  to  and  published  with  the  laws,  at 
every  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  19.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment,  and  all 
impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate. 
"When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  Senators 
shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation;  and  no  per- 
son shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  20.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of  State, 
Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
and  District  Courts,  shall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office  ;  but  judg- 
ment in  such  cases  shall  extend  only  to  rpmoval 
from  office,  and  disqualificiUion  to  hold  any 
office  of  honor,  truwt,  or  profit,  under  this  State; 
but  the  party  convicted  or  acquitted  shall  never- 
theless bo  liable  to  indictment,  trial  and  punish- 
ment, according  to  law.  All  other  civil  officers 
shall  be  tried  for  misdemeanors  in  office,  in  such 
manaer  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pro- 
vide. 

Sec.  21.  No  Senator  or  Ileprcseatativo  shall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profit 
under  this  .State,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
increased  during  such  term,  except  such  offices 
as  may  be  filled  by  elections  by  the  people. 

Sec.  22  No  person  holding  any  lucrative 
office  under  the  United  States,  or  this  State,  or 
any  other  power,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General 
Assembly  :     Provided,  that  offices  in  the  militia, 


sented  to  him  (Sundays  excepted),  the  same 
shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner,  as  if  he  had 
signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  ad- 
journment, shall  prevent  such  return.  Any  bill 
submitted  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  dur- 
ing the  last  three  days  of  a  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  shall  be  deposited  by  him  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  ai'journment,  with  his  approval 
if  approved  by  him,  and  with  his  objections  if 
he  disapproves  thereof. 

Sec.  17.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  unless  by 
the  assent  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  branch  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  the  question  upon  the  final  passage 
shall  be  taken  immediately  uponitshist  reading, 
and  the    yeas  and  nays    entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  18.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  public  money 
shall  be  attached  to  and  published  with  the 
laws,  at  every  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  19.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment,  and  all  im- 
peachmeni?  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  When 
sitting  f;.)!  clii.c  purpose,  the  Senators  shall  be 
upon  oath  or  affirmation  ;  and  no  person  shal 
be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

Sec.  20.  Tne  Governor,  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme and  District  Courts,  and  other  state  offi- 
cers, shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any 
misdemeanor  or  malfeasance  in  office;  but  judg- 
ment in  such  cases  shall  extend  only  to  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  of- 
fice of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  this  State  ; 
but  the  party  convicted  or  actjuitted  shall  never- 
theless be  liable  to  indictment,  trial  and  punish- 
ment according  to  law.  All  other  civil  officers 
shall  be  tried  for  misdemeanor  and  malfeasance 
in  office,  in  such  manner  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  provide. 

Sec.  21.  No  Senator  or  Representativeshall, 
during  the  time  for  wliich  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of  profit 
under  this  Stale,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  eniolumetits  of  which  shall  have  been  in- 
creased, during  such  term,  except  such  offices 
as  may  be  filled  by  elections  by  the  people. 

Sec.  22.  No  person  holding  any  lucrative  of- 
fice under  the  Unite  I  States,  or  this  State,  or 
any  other  power,  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  a  seat 
in    the  General    Assembly  ;   but   offices  in  the 
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to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual  salary,  or 
the  ofiBce  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  postmasters 
whose  compensation  d<  es  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  shall  not  be  li-jemed 
lucrative. 

Sec.  23.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a 
collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  have 
a  seat  in  either  house  of  the  General  Assembly, 
or  be  eligible  to  tay  oflSce  of  trust  or  profit  un- 
der this  State,  until  he  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  liable. 

Sec.  24.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law. 

Sec.  25.  Each  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  receive  a  compensation  to  be  fixed 
by  law,  for  his  services,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  State.  Such  compensation  shall 
not  exceed  two  dollars  per  day,  for  the  period 
of  fifty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
per  day  for  the  remainder  of  the  session:  when 
convened  in  extra  session  by  the  governor,  they 
shall  receive  such  sums  as  shall  be  fixed  for  the 
first  fifty  days  of  the  ordinary  session.  They 
shall  also  receive  two  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  they  travel,  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  their  place  of  meeting,  on  the  most  usual 
route:  Provided,  however,  That  the  members 
of  the  first  General  Assembly  under  this  con- 
stitution shall  receive  two  dollars  per  day  for 
their  services  during  the  entire  session. 

Sec.  26.  Every  law  shall  embrace  but  one 
subject,  which  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title. 

Sec.  27.  No  law  of  the  General  Assembly,  of 
a  public  nature,  shall  take  effect  until  the  same 
shall  be  published  and  circulated  in  the  se^^eral 
counties  of  this  State,  by  authority.  If  the 
General  Assembly  shall  deem  any  law  of  imme- 
diate importance,  they  may  provide  that  the 
same  shall  take  effect  by  publication  in  newspa- 
pers in  the  State. 


Sec.  28.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  29.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by 
this  State;  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets 
be  allowed. 


(See  section  26.) 


militia,  to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual 
salary,  or  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or 
postmaster,  whose  compensation  does  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  or  notary 
public,  shall  not  be  deemed  lucrative. 

Sec.  23.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  be  a 
collector  or  holder  of  public  moneys,  shall  have 
a  seat  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly, 
or  be  eligible  to  hold  any  ofiBce  of  trust  or 
profit  in  this  state,  until  he  shall  have  accounted 
for  and  paid  into  the  treasury  all  sums  for  which 
he  may  be  liable. 

Sec.  24.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law. 

Sec.  25.  Each  member  of  the  first  General 
Assembly  under  this  Constitution,  shall  receive 
three  dollars  per  diem  while  in  session  ;  and 
the  further  sum  of  three  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  traveled  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  place  where  such  session  is  held,  by  the 
nearest  traveled  route  ;  after  which  they  shall 
receive  such  compensation  as  shall  be  fixed  by 
law  ;  but  no  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  its  own  members. 
And  when  convened  in  extra  session  they  shall 
receive  the  same  mileage  and  per  diem  compen- 
sation as  fixed  by  law  for  the  regular  session, 
and  none  other. 


[See  section  29.] 

Sec.  26.  No  law  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  a  regular  session,  of  a  public  nature, 
shall  take  effect  until  the  fourth  day  of  July  next 
after  the  passage  thereof.  Laws  passed  at  a 
special  session  shall  take  effect  ninety  days  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  by 
which  they  were  passed.  If  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  deem  any  law  of  immediate  importance, 
they  may  provide  that  the  same  shall  take  effect 
by  publication  in  newspapers  in  the  State. 

Sec.  27.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  28.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by 
this  State  ;  nor  shall  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets 
be  allowed. 

Sec.  29.  Every  act  shall  embrace  but  one 
Fubjot,  and  matters  properly  connected  there- 
with ;  which  subject  shall  be  expressed   in  the 
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Sec.  30.  Members  of  the  Genernl  Assembly 
sball,  before  tbey  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affinn-ition  :  "I  do  solemnly 
swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  ca?emay  be.)  thati  will 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  S'ates, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  Sen- 
ator, (or  Ueprescntative,  as  the  case  ma.y  be,) 
according  to  thebest  of  my  ability."  And  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer  to  each  other  the  said 
oath  or  affirmation. 

Sec.  :il.  Within  one  year  after  the  ratifica- 
cation  of  this  constitution,  and  within  every 
subsequent  term  of  two  years,  for  the  term  of 
eight  years,  an  enumeration  of  all  the  white  in- 
babiUDts  of  this  State  sball  be  made,  in  such 


title.  Butif  any  subject  shall  be  embraced  in 
an  act  which  shall  not  be  expressed  in  the  title, 
such  act  shall  be  void  only  as  to  so  much  there- 
of as  shall  not  be  expressed  in  the  title. 

Sec.  30.     The  General    Assembly    shall    no* 
pass  local  or  special  laws  in  the  following  cases; 
For  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  for 
State,  county,  or  road  purposes  ; 

For  laying  out,  opening  and  working  roads  or 
highways  ; 

For  changing  the  names  of  persons  ; 
For  the  incorporation  of  cities  and  towns  ; 
For  vacating  roads,  town  plats,  streets,  alleys 
or  public  squares ; 

For  locating  or  changing  county  seats. 
In  all  the  cases  above  enumerated,  and  in  all 
other  cases  where  a  general  law  can  be  made 
applicable,  all  laws  shall  be  general,  and  of  uni- 
form operation  throughout  the  state  ;  and  no  law 
changing  the  boundary  lines  of  any  county  shall 
have  effect  until,  upon  oeing  submitted  to  the 
people  of  the  counties  affected  by  the  change,  at 
a  general  election,  it  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  each  county,  cast  for 
and  against  it. 

Sec.  31.  No  extra  compensation  shall  be  made 
to  any  officer,  public  agent,or  contractor,  after  the 
services  shall  have  been  rendered,  or  the  contract 
entered  into  ;  nor  shall  any  money  be  paid  on 
any  claim,  the  subject  matter  of  which  shall 
not  have  been  provided  for  by  pre-existing  laws, 
and  no  public  money  or  property  shall  bo  ap- 
propriated for  local,  or  private  purposes,  unless 
such  appropriation,  compensation,  or  claim,  be 
allowed  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 
each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  32.  Members  of  the   General   Assembly 

shall,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 

[  respective  offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  follow- 

j  ing  oath  or  affirmation  :   "  I  do  solemnly  swear 

j  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  sup- 

I  port  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,   and 

'  the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  that  I 

will  faithfully  discharge  the   duties  of  Senator 

;  (or  Representative,  as  the  case  may  be)  accord- 

j  ing  to  the  best  of  my  ability."     And  members 

I  of  the  General  Assembly  are  hereby  empowered 

'  to  administer  to  each  other   the  said   oath  or 

affirmation. 

Sec.  33.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  in  the 

'  years  one  thousand  eighthundred  and  fifty-nine, 

;  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  one 

I  thousand    eight   hundred   and   sixty-five,    one 

[  tbousaad  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  cue 
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manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  num- 
ber of  Senators  and  Representatives  shall,  at  the 
first  regular  session  of  the  GencrnT  Assembly, 
after  such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  law,  and 
apportioned  among  the  several  counties  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each  ; 
and  [the  General  Assembly]  shall  also,  at  every 
subsequent  regular  session,  apportion  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  and  every  other  regular 
session  the  Senate,  for  eight  years  ;  pnd  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  never  be  less 
than  twenty-sis,  nor  greater  than  thirty-nine, 
until  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  shall  be 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  ;  and  af- 
ter that  event,  at  such  ratio  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Representatives  shall  never  be  less  than 
thirty-nine  nor  exceeding  seventy-two. 


Sec.  S2.  When  a  Congressional,  Senatorial, 
or  Representative  district  shall  be  composed  of 
two  or  more  counties,  it  shall  not  be  entirely 
separated  by  any  county  belonging  to  another 
district ;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  form- 
ing a  Congressional,  Senatorial,  or  Representa- 
tive district. 

Sec.  33.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  members  thereof  shall  vote  viva 
voce ;  and  the  votes  shall  be  entered  upon  the 
journal. 

Sec.  34.  For  the  first  ten  years  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  government,  the  annual  salary 
of  the  Governor  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand 
dollars  ;  Secretary  of  Si  Uc  five  huuu,  ed  dollars  ; 
Treasurer,  four  hundred  dollars  ;  Auditor,  six 
hundred  dollars  ;  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
District  Courts,  each  one  thousand  dollars. 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and 
every  ten  years  thereafter,  cause  an  enumera- 
tion to  by  made  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of 
the  state. 

Sec.  S4.  The  number  of  senators  shall,  at  the 
next  session  following  each  period  of  making 
such  enumeration,  and  the  next  session  follow- 
ing each  United  States  census,  be  fixed  by  law, 
and  apportioned  among  the  several  couniies, 
according  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in 
each. 

Sec.  85.  The  Senate  shall  not  consist  of  more 
than  fifty  members,  nor  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  more  than  one  hundred ;  and  they 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  counties 
and  representative  districts  of  the  state,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each, 
upon  ratios  to  be  fixed  by  law  ;  but  no  repre- 
sentative district  shall  contain  more  than  four 
organized  counties,  and  each  district  shall  be 
entitled  to  at  least  one  representative.  Every 
county  and  district  which  shall  have  a  number 
of  inhabitants  equal  to  one-half  of  the  ratio 
fixed  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representa- 
tive ;  and  any  one  county  containing,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ratio  fixed  by  law,  one-half  of  that 
number,  or  more,  sh^ll  be  entitled  to  one  addi- 
tional representative.  No  floating  district  shall 
hereafter  to  formed. 

Sec^  85.  At  its  first  session,  under  this  con- 
stitution, and  at  every  subsequent  regular  ses- 
sion, the  General  Assembly  shall  fix  the  ratio 
of  representation,  and  also  form  into  represen- 
tative districts  those  counties  which  will  be  not 
entitled  singly  to  a  representative. 

Sec.  37.  When  a  Congressional,  Senatorial,  or 
Representative  district  shall  be  composed  of  two 
or  more  counties,  it  shall  not  be  entirely  sepa- 
rated by  any  county  belonging  to  another  dis- 
trict; and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming 
a  Congressional,  Senatorial,  or  Representative 
district. 

Sec.  38.  In  all  elections  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, the  members  thereof  shall  vote  viva 
voce ;  and  the  votes  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 
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Article  4. — Executive  Department. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  ia  a  chief  magistrate,  who 
shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  electors  at  the  time  and  place  of  voting 
for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  four  years  from  the  time  of  his 
installation,  and  until  his  successor  shall  bo 
qualified. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  who  has  not  been  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the  State 
two  years  next  preceding  the  election,  and  at- 
tained the  age  of  thirty  years,  at  the  time  of 
said  election. 


Sec.  4.  The  returns  of  every  election  for 
Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to 
the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  Spenker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  shall,  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  the  session,  open  and  pub- 
lish them  in  presence  of  both  houses  of  the 
General  Assembly.  The  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  Governor;  but 
in  case  any  two  or  more  have  an  equal  and  the 
highest  number  of  votes,  the  General  Assembly 
sh,.ll,  by  joint  vote,  choose  one  of  said  persons 
so  having  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  for  Governor. 


(See  section  3.) 


Sec.  o.     The  Governor  shall  be  commander- 


Article  4. — Executive  Department. 

Section  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of 
this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a  Chief  Magistrate, 
who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  the  state  of 
Iowa. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  electors  at  the  time  and  place  of  voting 
for  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  two  years  from  the  time  of  his 
installation,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected 
and  qualified. 


(See  section   6.) 


Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  a  Lieutenant  Governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  two  years,  and  be  elect- 
ed at  the  same  time  with  the  Governor.  In" 
voting  for  Governor  and  Lieutenont  Governor, 
the  electors  shall  designate  for  whom  they  vote 
as  Governor,  and  for  whom  as  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor. The  returns  of  every  election  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  be  sealed 
up  and  transmitted  to  the  scat  of  government  of 
the  state,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  who  shall  open  and  publish 
them  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  4.  The  persons  respectively  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor  and  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected; 
but  in  case  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  an 
equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  either 
office,  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  joint  vote, 
forthwith  proceed  to  elect  one  of  said  persons 
Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Sec.  5.  Contested  elections  for  Governor  or 
Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  General  Assembly  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  who 
shall  not  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resident  of  this  State,  for  two 
years  next  preceding  the  election  and  attained 
the  age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  said  elec- 
tion. 

Sec.  7.    The  Govcroor  shall  be  commander- 
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in-chief  of  the  militia,  the  army  and  navy  of  this 
State. 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  transact  all  executive  busi- 
ness with  the  ofiicer3  of  government,  civil  and 
military,  and  may  require  information  in  writing 
from  the  officers  of  the  executive  department 
upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  tieir 
respective  offices. 

Sec.  7.  He  shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed. 

Sec.  8.  When  any  office  shall,  from  any 
cause,  become  vacant,  and  no  mode  is  provided 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  for  filling  such  va- 
cancy, the  goveruor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such 
vacancy  by  granting  a  commission,  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  or  at  the  next  election  by  the 
people. 

Sec.  9-  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions> 
convene  the  General  Assembly,  by  proclamation, 
and  shall  state  to  both  Houses,  when  assembled, 
the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  have  been  con- 
vened. 

Sec.  10.  He  shall  commmunicate  by  message 
to  the  General  Assembly  at  every  session,  the 
condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such 
matters  as  be  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  11.  In  case  of  disagreement  between 
the  two  Houses,  v  ith  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment, the  Governor  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to  such  time  as 
he  may  think  proper,  provided  it  be  not  beyond 
the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  shall,  while  holding  any 
other  office  under  the  United  States,  or  this 
State,  execute  the  office  of  Governor,  except  as 
hereinafter  expressly  provided. 


Sec.  13.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  and  commute  pun- 
ishments after  conviction,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment. 


in-chief  of  the  militia,  the  army  and  navy  of 
this  State. 

Sec.  8.  He  shall  transact  all  executive  busi- 
ness with  the  officers  of  government,  civil  and 
military,  and  may  require  infoimationin  writing 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Department 
upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices. 

Sec.  9.     He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  are 

faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  10.  When  any  office  shall,  from  any 
cause,  become  vacant,  and  no  mode  is  provided 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws  for  filling  such  va- 
cancy, the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  fill 
such  vacancy,  by  granting  a  commission,  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  at  the  next  election 
by  the  people. 

Sec.  11.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  General  Assembly  by  proclam- 
ation, and  shall  state  to  both  Houses,  when 
assembled,  the  purpose  for  which  they  shall 
have  been  convened. 

Sec.  12.  He  shall  communicate,  by  message, 
to  the  General  Assembly,  at  every  regular  ses.- 
sion,  the tondition  ot  the  State,  and  recommend 
such  matters  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  13.  In  case  of  disagreement  beween 
the  two  Houses  with  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment, the  Governor  shall  have  power  to  ad- 
journ the  General  Assembly  to  such  time  as  he 
may  think  proper ;  but  no  such  adjournment 
shall  be  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  next  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  No  person  shall,  while  holding  any 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
or  this  State,  execute  the  office  of  Governor,  or 
Lieutenant  Governor,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
pressly provided. 

Sec.  15.  The  official  term  of  the  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  commence  on 
the  second  Monday  of  January  next  after  their 
election,  and  continue  for  two  years,  and  until 
their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified.  The 
Lieutenant  Governor,  while  acting  as  Governor, 
■shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  provided  for  Gov- 
ernor ;  and  while  presiding  in  the  Senate,  shall 
receive  as  compensation  therefor,  the  same  mile- 
ige  and  double  the  per  diem  pay  provided  for 
I  senator,  and  none  other. 

Sec.  16.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to 
^rant  reprieves,  commutations  and  pardons, 
After  conviction,  for  all  oflences  except  treason 
and  cases  of  impeachment,  subject  to  such  regula- 
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Sec.  14.  The  Goveruor  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  his  services,  a  compensation  ■which 
shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  during 
the  time  for  which   he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  15.  There  shall  he  a  seal  oi  tuis  State, 
•which  shall  be  kept  hy  the  Governor,  and  used 
by  him  ofSciallj,  and  shall  be  called  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Sec.  16.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall 
be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Iowa,  sealed  with  the  great 
seal  of  this  State,  signed  by  the  Governor,  and 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  17.  A  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  electors,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  two  years.  The'  Secretary  of  State  shall 
keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  oflBcial  acts  of  the 
Governor,  and  shall,  when  required,  lay  the 
same,  together  with  all  the  papers,  minutes,  and 
vouchers  thereto,  before  either  branch  of  th^ 
General  Assembly,  and  shall  perform  such  other 
duties  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the 
Governor,  his  removal  from  oOice,  death,  resig- 
nation, or  absence  from  the  State,  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  oflico  shall  devolve  upon  the 
Secretary  of  State,  until  such  disability  shall 
cease,  or  the  vacancy  bo  filled. 


tionsasmay  be  provided  by  law.  Upon  con- 
viction for  treason,  he  shall  have  power  to  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  the  sentence  until 
the  case  shall  be  reported  to  the  General 
Assembly  at  its  next  meeting,  when  the  General 
Assembly  shall  either  grant  a  pardon,  commute 
the  sentence,  direct  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence, or  grant  a  further  reprieve.  He  shall 
have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  } 
and  shall  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  its 
next  meeting,  each  case  of  reprieve^  commuta- 
tion, or  pardon  granted,  and  the  reasons  there- 
for; and  also  all  persons  in  whose  favor  remis- 
sion of  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  have  been 
made,  and  the  several  amounts  remitted, 


Sec.  10.  If,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  office 
of  Governor,  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  im- 
peacbej,   displaced,  resign,    die,   or  be    absent 


(See  section  20.) 


(See  section  21.) 


(See  section  22.) 


Sec.  17.  In  case  of  the  death,  impeachment, 
resignation,  removal  from  office,  or  other  dis- 
ability of  the  Governor,  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  office  for  the  residue  of  the  term,  or  until 
ho  shall  be  acquitted,  or  the  disability  removed, 
shall  devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Sec.  lb.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be 
President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  only  vote 
when  the  Senate  is  equally  divided;  and  in  case 
of  his  absence,  or  impeachment,  or  when  he 
shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Senato 
shall  choose  a  President  pro  tempore. 

Sec.  It).  If  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  while 
acting  as  Governor,  shall  be  impeached,  dis- 
placed, resign  or  die,  or  otherwise  become  ifi- 
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from  the  State,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
office  of  Governor  shall  devolve  upon  the  Pi-es- 
ident  of  the  Senate  ;  and  should  a  vacancy  oc- 
cur by  impeachment,  death,  resignation,  or  ab- 
sence from  tae  State  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  act  as  Governor  till  the  vacancy  be 
filled. 


(See  section  15.) 


(See  section  16.) 


(See  section  17.) 


Article  5. — Judicial  DEPAnxMENT. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Supreme  Court,  District  Courts,  and  such 
inferior  courts  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
from  time  to  time  establish. 

Sec.  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of 
a  Chief  Justice,  and  two  associates,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum  to  hold  court. 


Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  el' cted  by  joint  vote  of  both  branches 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  hold  their 
courts  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  General 
Assembly  may  direct,  and  hold  their  offices  for 
six  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected 
and  qualified,  and  shall  be  ineligible  to  any 
other  office  during  the  term  for  which  they  may 
be  elected.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  only  in  all  cases  in  chancery,  [ 
and  shall  constitute  a  court  for  the  correction  ofi 


capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the  office, 
the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate  shall 
act  as  Governor  until  the  vacancy  is  filled,  or 
the  disability  removed;  and  if  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  for  any  of  the  above  causes,  shall  be 
rendered  incapable  of  performing  the  duties 
pertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  the  same 
shall  devolve  upon  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Sec.  20.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  this  State, 
which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governor,  and  used 
by  him  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Sec.  21.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall 
be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  rf  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Iowa,  sealed  with  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  State,  signed  by  the  Governor,  and 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  22.  A  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  of 
State,  and  Treasurer  of  State,  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  electors,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  two  years,  and  until  their  successors  are 
elected  and  qualified ;  and  perform  such  duties 
as  may  be  required  by  law. 

Article  5. — Judicial  Department. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vest- 
ed in  a  Supreme  Court,  District  Courts,  and 
such  other  Courts,  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
as  the  General  Assembly  may,  from  time  to  time, 
establish. 

S-c.  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of 
three  Judges,  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  hold  Court. 

Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
State,  and  shall  hold  their  Court  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe. The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  so 
elected,  shall  be  classified  so  that  one  Judge 
shall  go  out  of  office  every  two  years  ;  and  the 
Judge  holang  the  shortest  term  of  office  under 
such  classification,  shall  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  during  his  term,  and  so  on  in  rotation. 
After  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  office, 
under  such  classification,  the  term  of  each  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  six  years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  have  been  elected  and 
qualified.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be  ineligible  to  any  other  office  in  the  State, 
during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have  been 
elected. 

Sec.  4.     The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ap- 
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errors  at  hiw,  uuder  such  restrictions  as  the 
General  Assembly  may  by  law  prescribe.  The 
Supreme  Court  may  have  power  to  issue  all 
writs  and  process  necessary  to  do  justice  to  par- 
ties, and  exercise  a  supervisory  control  over  all 
inferior  judicial  tribunals,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  conservators  of  the 
peace  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  District  Court  shall  consist  of  a 
judge,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  district  in  wLich  he  resides,  at  the 
(townshii))  election,  and  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  and  until  his  successor  is 
elected  and  qualified,  and  shall  be  ineligible  to 
any  other  office  during  the  term  for  which  he 
may  be  elected.  The  District  Court  shall  be  a 
court  of  law  and  equity,  and  have  jurisdiction 
in  all  civil  and  criminal  matters  arising  in  their 
respective  districts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law.  The  Judges  of  the  District 
Courts  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace  in 
their  respective  districts.  The  first  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  divide  the  State  into 
four  districts,  which  may  be  increased  as  the 
exigencies  require. 

Sec.  5.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  county 
shall,  at  the  general  election,  elect  one  pros- 
ecuting attorney,  and  one  clerk  of  the  District 
Court,  who  shall  be  residents  therein,  and  who 
shall  hold  their  several  offices  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected 
and  qualified. 

Sec.  0.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  "The 
State  of  Iowa,''  and  all  prosecutions  shnll  be 
conducted  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same. 


pellate  jurisdiction  on'y  in  all  cases  in  chancery, 
and  shall  constitute  a  Court  for  the  correction 
of  errors  at  la.v,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
General  Assembly  may,  by  law,  prescribe  ;  and 
shall  have  power  to  issue  all  writs  and  process 
necessary  to  secure  justice  to  parties,  and  exer- 
cise a  supervisory  control  over  all  inferior  ju- 
dicial tribunals  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  District  Court  shall  consist  of  a 
single  Judge,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qual- 
ified electors  of  the  District  in  which  he  resides. 
The  Judge  of  the  District  Court  shall  bold  his 
oflSce  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  until  his 
successor L-hall  have  been  elected  and  qualified; 
and  shall  be  ineligible  to  any  other  office,  except 
that  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  during  tho 
term  for  which  be  was  elected. 

Sec.  G.  The  District  Court  shall  be  a  Court 
j  of  law  and  equity,  which  shall  be  distinct  and 
separate  jurisdictions,  and  have  jurisdiction  in 
civil  and  criminal  matters  arising  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

ec.  7.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
District  Courts  shall  be  constrvators  of  the 
peace  throughout  the  State. 


(See  section  13.) 


Sec.  8.  The  style  of  all  process  sh  all  be 
"The  State  of  Iowa,"  and  all  prosecutions  shall 
bo  conducted  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  Tho  salary  of  each  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  bo  two  thousand  dollars  per 
annum;  and  that  of  each  District  Judge  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  untij 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty;  after 
which  time,  they  shall  severally  receive  such 
compensation  ns  the  General  Assembly  may,  by 
law,  pre.'jcribe  ;  which  compensation  shall  not 
be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for 
which  they  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  10.  The  Siate  shall  be  divided  into 
eleven  Judicial  Districts;  and  after  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  re-organize  the  judicial  districts,  and 
increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  districts, 
or  tho  number  of  Judges  of  the  sa'd  Court 
and  may  increase  the  number  of  Judges  of  the 
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(See  section  5.) 


Article  6. — Militia. 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  this  State  shall  be 
composed  of  all  able-bodied  white  male  citizens 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years,  except  such  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
exempt  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  State,  and  shall  be  armed,  equipped,  and 
trained,  as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  shall  be  compelled 
to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace  :  Provided, 
That  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  an  equiv- 
alent for  such  exemption  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  citizens. 

Sec.  3.  All  commissioned  ofiBcers  of  the 
militia,  (staff  ofBcers  excepted,)  shall  be  elected 
by  the  persons  liable  to  perform  military  duty, 
and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 


Supreme  Court;  but  such  increase  or  diminu- 
tion shall  not  be  more  than  one  district,  or  one 
Judge  of  either  Court,  at  any  one  session;  and 
no  re-organization  of  the  districts,  or  diminu- 
tion of  the  number  of  Judges,  shall  have  the 
effect  of  removing  a  Judge  from  office.  Such 
re-organization  of  the  districts,  or  any  change 
in  the  boundaries  thereof,  or  increase  cr  dimi- 
nution of  the  number  of  the  Judges,  shall  take 
place  every  four  years  thereafter,  if  necessary, 
and  at  no  other  time. 

Sec.  11.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Dis- 
trict Courts  shall  be  chosen  at  the  general 
election ;  and  the  term  of  office  of  each  Judge 
shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  after  his  election. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide, 
by  law,  for  the  election  of  an  Attorney  General 
by  the  people,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  two 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  have  been 
elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  13.  The  qualified  electors  of  each  judicial 
district  shall,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Dis- 
trict Judge,  elect  n  District  Attorney,  who  shall 
be  a  resident  of  the  district  for  which  he  is 
elected,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  Of 
four  years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  have 
been  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  for  the  carrying  into  effect 
of  this  article,  and  to  provide  for  a  general  sys- 
tem of  practice  in  all  the  Courts  of  this  State. 

Article  6. — Militia. 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  this  State  shall  be 
composed  of  all  able-bodied  white  male  citizens 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years,  except  such  as  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
exempt  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  State,  and  shall  be  armed,  equipped,  and 
trained,  as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  shall  be  compelled 
to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of  peace :  Provided, 
That  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  an  equiv- 
alent for  such  exemption  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  citizens. 

Sec.  3.  All  commissioned  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia, (staff  officers  excepted),  shall  be  elected  by 
the  persons  liable  to  perform  military  duty,  and 
shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 
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Article  7. — State  Debts. 

aection  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
not  in  any  manner  create  any  debt  or  debts,  lia- 
bility or  liabilities,  which  shall  singly,  or  in  the 
aggregate,  with  an.y  previous  debts  or  liabilities, 
exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, except  in  case  of  war,  to  repel  invasion  or 
suppress  insurrection,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
authorized  by  some  law  for  some  single  object 
or  work  to  be  distinctly  specified  therein  ;  Avhich 
law  shall  provide  ways  and  means,  exclusive  of 
loans,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  such 
debt  or  liability  as  it  falls  due,  and  also  to  pay 
and  discharge  the  principal  of  such  debt  or  lia- 
bility within  twenty  years  of  the  time  of  the 
contracting  thereof,  and  sha'.l  be  irrepeala- 
ble  until  the  principal  and  the  interest 
thereon  shall  be  paid  and  discharged;  but  no 
such  law  shall  take  eifect,  until  at  a  general 
election  it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  for  and  against  it  at  such  election  : 
and  all  money  raised  by  authority  of  such  lawi 
shall  be  applied  only  to  the  specific  object  therein 
stated,  or  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  thereby 
created;  and  such  law  shall  be  published  in  at 
least  one  newspaper  in  each  judicial  district,  if 
one  is  published  therein,  throughout  the  State, 
for  three  months  preceding  the  election  at  which 
it  is  submitted  to  the  people. 


Article  7. — State   Diets. 

Section  1.  The  credit  of  the  state  shall  not, 
in  any  manner,  be  given  or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid 
of  any  individual,  association,  or  corporation  ; 
and  the  state  shall  never  assume,  or  become  re- 
I  sponsible  for,  the  debts  or  liabilities  of  any  in- 
dividual, association  or  corporation,  unless  in- 
curred in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state. 

Sec.  2.  The  state  may  contract  debts  to  sup- 
ply casual  deficits  or  failures  in  revenues,  or  to 
meet  expenses  not  otherwise  provided  for;  but 
the  aggregate  amount  of  such  debts,  direct  and 
contingent,  whether  contracted  by  virtue  of  one 
or  more  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time,  shall  never  exceed  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ; 
and  the  money  arising  from  the  creation  of  such 
debts,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  obtained,  or  to  repay  the  debts  so  con- 
tracted, and  to  to  other  purpose  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  All  losses  to  the  permanent  School 
or  University  fund  of  this  State,  which  shall  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  defalcation,  mismanage- 
ment or  fraud  of  the  agents  or  officers  controll- 
ing and  managing  the  same,  shall  be  audited  by 
the  proper  authorities  of  the  State.  The  amount 
so  audited  shall  be  a  permanent  funded  debt 
against  the  State,  in  favor  of  the  respective  fund 
sustaining  the  loss,  upon  which  not  less  than 
six  per  cent,  annual  interest  shall  be  paid.  The 
amount  of  liability  so  created  shall  notbe  count- 
ed as  A  part  of  the  indebtedness  authorized  by 
the  second  section  of  this  article. 

Sec.  4.  In  addition  to  the  above  limited 
power  to  contract  debts,  the  State  may  contract 
debts  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection, 
or  defend  the  State  in  war  ;  but  the  money  aris- 
ing from  the  debts  so  contracted  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  raised,  or 
to  repay  such  debts,  and  to  no  other  purpose 
whatever. 

Sec.  .").  Except  the  debts  hereinbefore  speci- 
fied in  this  article,  no  debt  shall  hereafter  bo 
contracted  by,  or  on  behalf  of  this  State,  unless 
such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  some  law  for 
some  single  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly 
specified  therein  ;  and  such  law  shall  impose  and 
provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  annual  tax, 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt,  as  it 
falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge  the 
principal  of  such  debt,  within  twenty  years  from 
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Article  8. — Incoupohations. 

Sec.  1.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be 
createJ,  renewed  or  extended,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  making,  issuing,  or  putting  in  circula- 
tion, any  bill,  check,  ticket,  certificate,  promis- 
sory note,  or  other  paper,  or  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  to  circulate  as  money.  The  General  As- 
sembly of  this  state  shall  prohibit,  by  law,  any 
person  or  persons,  association,  company,  or  cor- 
poration, from  exercising  the  privileges  of  bank- 
ing, or  creating  paper  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  2.  Corporations  shall  not  be  created  in  this 
state  by  special  laws,  except  for  political  or 
municipal  purposes  ;  but  the  General  Assembly 
shall  provide  by  general  laws,  for  the  organiza- 
tiou  of  all  other  corporations,  except  corpora- 
tions with  banking  privileges,  the  creation  of 
which  is  prohibited.  The  stockholders  shall  be 
subject  to  such  liabilities  and  restrictions  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law.  The  state  shall  not, 
directly  or  indirectly,  become  a  stockholder  in 
any  corporation. 
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the  time  of  the  contracting  thereof ;  but  no  such 
law  shall  take  eflFect  until  at  a  general  elec- 
tion it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  for  and  against  it  at  such  election  ;  and  all 
money  raised  by  authority  of  such  law,  shall  be 
applied  only  to  the  specific  object  therein  stated, 
or  the  payment  of  the  debt  created  thereby;  and 
such  law  shall  be  published  in  at  least  one  news- 
paper in  each  county,  if  one  is  published  therein, 
throughout  the  State,  for  three  months  prece- 
ding the  election  at  which  it  is  submitted  to  the 
people.  * 

Sec.  6.  The  Legislature  may,  at  any  time, 
after  the  approval  ol  such  law  by  the  people,  if 
no  debt  shall  ha^  e  been  contracted  in  pursuance 
thereof,  repeal  the  same  ;  and  may,  at  any  time, 
forbid  the  contracting  of  any  further  debt,  or 
liability  under  such  law ;  but  the  tax  imposed 
by  such  law,  in  proportion  to  the  debt  or  lia- 
bility, which  may  have  been  cotitracted  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  shall  remain  in  force  and  be  ir- 
repealable,  and  be  annually  collected,  until  the 
principal  and  interest  are  fully  paid. 

Sec.  1.  Every  law  which  imposes,  continues, 
or  revives  a  tax,  shall  distinctly  state  the  tax, 
and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied  ;  and 
it  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  any  other  law 
to  fix  such  tax  or  object. 

Article  8. — Corporations. 

Section  1.  No  corporation  shall  be  created 
by  special  laws  ;  but  the  General  Assembly  shall 
provide,  by  general  laws,  for  the  organization  of 
all  corporations  hereafter  to  be  created,  except 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  The  property  of  all  corporations  for 
pecuniary  profit,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  the 
same  as  that  of  individuals. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  not  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  corporation,  nor  shall  it  assume 
or  pay  the  debt  or  liability  of  any  corporation, 
unless  incurred  in  time  of  war  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State. 

Sec.  4.  No  political  or  municipal  corporation 
shall  become  a  stockholder  in  any  banking  cor- 
poration, directly  or  indirectly. 

Sec.  5.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  au- 
thorizing or  creating  corporations  or  associa- 
tions with  banking  powers,  nor  amendments 
thereto  shall  take  eifect,  nor  in  any  manner  be 
in  force,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  submit- 
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I  ted  separately,  to  the  jjeople,  at  a  general  or 
special  election,  as. provided  by  law,  to  be  held 
not  less  than  three  months  after  the  passage  of 
the  act,  and  shall  have  been  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  electors  voting  for  and  against 
it  at  such  election. 

Sec.  G.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  fore- 
going section,  the  General  Assembly  may  also 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Bank 
with  branches. 

Sec.  7.  If  a  State  Bank  be  established,  it 
shall  be  founded  on  an  actual  specie  basis,  and 
the  branches  shall  be  mutually  responsible  for 
each  others'  liabilities  upon  all  notes,  bills,  and 
other  issues  intended  for  circulation  as  money. 

Sec.  8.  If  a  general  banking  law  shall  be 
enacted,  it  shall  provide  for  the  registry  and 
countersigning,  by  an  oflScer  of  State,  of  all 
bills,  or  paper  credit  designed  to  circulate-  as 
money,  and  require  security  to  the  full  amount 
thereof,  to  be  deposited  with  the  State  Treasu- 
rer, in  United  States  stocks,  or  in  interest-pay- 
ing stocks  of  States  in  good  credit  and  stand- 
ing, to  be  rated  at  ten  per  cent,  below  their 
average  value  iu  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the 
thirty  days  next  preceding  their  deposit;  ai'd  in 
case  of  a  depreciation  of  any  Dortion  of  said 
stocks,  to  the  amount  of  ten  per  cent  on  the 
dollar,  the  bank"  or  banks  owning  said  stocks 
shall  be  required  to  make  up  said  deficiency 
by  depositing  additional  stocks;  and  said  law 
shall  also  provide  for  the  recording  of  the  names 
of  all  stockholders  in  such  corporations,  the 
amount  of  stock  held  by  each,  the  time  of  any 
transfer,  and  to  whom. 

Sec.  9.  Every  stockholder  in  a  banking  cor- 
poration or  institution  shall  be  individually  re- 
sponsible and  liable  to  its  creditors,  over  and 
above  the  amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her  held, 
to  an  amount  equal  to  his  or  her  respective 
shares  so  held,  for  all  its  liabilities,  accruing 
while  he  or  she  remains  such  stockholder. 

Sec.  10.  In  case  of  the  inaolvenoy  of  any 
banking  institution,  the  bill-holders  shall  have 
a  preference  over  its  other  creditors. 

Sec.  11.  The  suspension  of  specie  payments 
by  banking  institutions  shall  never  be  permitted 
or  sanctioned. 

Sec.  12.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
article,  the  General  Assembly  shall  have  power 
to  amend  or  repeal  all  laws  for  the  organiza- 
tion or  creation  of  corporations,  or  granting  of 
special  or  exclusive  privileges  or  immunities, 
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Sec.  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for 
the  election,  by  the  people,  of  ii  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  three  years,  and  whose  duties  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  who  shall  receive  such 
compensation  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
direct. 


by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  branch  of  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  no  exclusive  privileges, 
except  as  in  this  article  provided,  shall  ever  be 
granted. 

Article  9. — Education  and  School  Lands. 

1st. — Education. 

Section  1.  The  educational  interest  of  the 
State,  including  Common  Schools  and  other 
educational  institutions,  shall  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  a  Board  of  Education,  which  shall 
consist  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  shall 
be  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Board,  and  have 
the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  one  mem- 
ber to  be  elected  from  each  judicial  district  in 
the  State. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Board  who  shall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  shall  have 
been  one  year  a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  One  member  of  said  Board  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  district, 
and  shall  hold  the  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified.  After  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  Board  shall  be  divided,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  into  two  equal  classes, 
and  the  seats  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated 
after  the  expiration  of  two  years ;  and  one  half 
of  the  Board  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years 
thereafter. 

Sec.  4.  The  first  session  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation shall  be  held  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  after  their 
election;  after  which  the  General  Assembly 
may  fix  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  The  session  of  the  Board  shall  be  lim- 
ited to  twenty  days,  and  but  one  session  shall 
be  held  in  any  one  year,  except  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  when,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  two  thirds  of  the  Board,  the  Governor 
may  order  a  special  session. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  appoint 
a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  the  executive  officer 
of  the  Board,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may 
be  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Board,  and  the 
laws  of  the  State.  They  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  published 
and  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
journals  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  7.  All  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the 
Board  shall  be  published  and  distributed  to  the 
several    counties,   townships,    and    school   dig- 
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tricts,  as  mny  be  provided  for  bj  the  Board,  and 
wlien  so  made,  published,  and  distributed,  they 
shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  law. 

Sec.  8.     The  Board  of  Education  shall  have 

full  power  and  authority  to  legislate    and  make 

all  needful  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to 

common  schools,  and  other  educational  institu- 

.  tions,  that  are  instituted  to  receive  aid  from  the 

I  School  or  University  fund  of  this  State  ;  but  all 

'  acts,  rules,  and  regulations    of  said  Board  may 

I  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  by  the  General 

j  Assembly;  and  when    so  altered,    amended,  or 

j  repealed,    they   shall  not  be  re-enacted  by  the 

Board  of  Education. 

I      Sec.  9.     The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  be, 

ez-officio,  a  member  of  said  Board. 

Sec.  10.  The  Board  shall  have  no  power  to 
levy  taxes,  or  make  appropriations  of  money. 
Their  contingent  expenses  shall  be  provided  for 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  11.  The  State  University  shall  be  estab- 
lished at  one  place,  without  branches  at  any 
other  place,  and  the  University  fund  shall  be 
applied  to  that  institution,  and  no  other. 

Sec.  12.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  all  the  youths  of  the 
State,  through  a  sj'stem  of  common  schools  ;  and 
such  schools  shall  be  organized  and  kept  in  each 
school  district  at  least  three  months  in  each 
year.  Any  district  failing,  for  two  consecutive 
years,  to  organize  and  keep  up  a  school,  may  be 
deprived  of  their  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

Sec.  in.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation shall  each  receive  the  same  per  diem  dur- 
ing the  time  of  their  session,  and  mileage  going 
to  and  returning  therefrom,  as  members  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  14.  A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  businesss 
but  no  rule,  regulation  or  law,  for  the  regulation 
and  government  of  common  schools  or  other  ed- 
ucational institutions,  .shall  pass  without  the  con- 
currence of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Board,  wliich  .<!hall  l)o  expressed  by  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  final  passage.  The  style  of  all  acts 
of  the  Board  shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Iowa." 

Sec.  15.  At  any  time  after  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  power  to  abolish  or  re-or- 
ganize said  Hoard  of  Education,  and  provide  for 
the  educational  interest  of  the  State  in  any 
other  mnnnor  that  to  them  shall  seem  best  and 
proper. 
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Sec.  2.  The  GeneralAssembly  shall  eiicourage,by 
all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
scientific,  moral  and  agricultural  improvement. 
The  proceeds  of  all  lauds  that  have  been,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  United  S;ates 
to  this  state,  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
shall  hereafter  be  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to  the 
new  states,  under  an  act  of  Congress  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
states  of  the  Union,  approved  A.  D.  1841,  and 
all  estates  of  deceased  persons,  who  may  have 
died  without  leaving  a  will  or  heir,  and  also  such 
per  cent,  as  may  be  granted  by  Congress  on  the 
sale  of  lands  in  this  state,  shall  be  and  remain 
a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of  which,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  rents  of  the  unsold  lands,  and 
such  other  means  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
provide,  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the 
support  of  common  schools  throughout  the 
state. 

Sec.  3.  The  GeneralAssembly  shall  provide  for 
a  system  of  common  schools,  by  which  a  school 
shall  be  kept  up  and  supported  in  each  school 
district,  at  least  three  months  iu  every  year ; 
and  any  school  district  neglecting  to  keep  up 
and  support  such  a  school,  may  be  deprived  of 
its  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  public  fund 
during  such  neglect. 

Sec.  4.  The  money  which  shall  be  paid  by  per- 
sons as  an  equivalent  for  exemption  from  military 
duty,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  collect- 
ed in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach  of  the 
penal  laws,  shall  be  exclusively  applied,  in  the 
several  counties  in  which  such  money  is  paid  or 
fine  collected,  among  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts of  said  counties,  in  the  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  such  districts,  to  the 
support  of  common  schools,  or  the  establishment 
of  libraries,  as  the  GeneralAssembly  shall, from 
time  to  time,  to  provide  by  law. 


2nd. — School  Funds  and  School  Lands. 

Section  1.  The  educational  and  school  funds 
and  lands,  shall  be  under  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  University  lands,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  all  moneys  belonging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  a  permanent  fund  for  the  sole  use 
of  the  State  University.  The  interest  arising 
from  the  same  shall  be  annually  appropriated  for 
the  support  and  benefit  of  said  University. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  encour-« 
age,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  promotion  of  in- 
tellectual, scientific,  moral,  and  agricultural  im- 
provement. The  proceeds  of  all  lands  that  have 
been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  granted  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  this  State,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  which  may  have  been,  or  shall  hereaf-  ' 
ter  be,  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  new 
States,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  sev- 
eral States  of  the  Union,  approved  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one,  and  all  estates  of  deceased  persons 
who  may  have  died  without  leaving  a  will  or 
heir,  and  also  such  per  cent,  as  has  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  granted  by  Congress,  on  the 
sale  of  lands  in  this  State,  shall  be,  and  remain 
a  perpetual  fund,  the  interest  of  which,  together 
with  all  rent?  of  the  unsold  lands,  and  such  other 
means  as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide, 
shall  be  inviolably  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  Common  Schools  throughout  the  State. 


f  See  section  12. "( 
\      Education.      j 


Sec.  4.  The  money  which  may  have  been,  or 
shall  be,  paid  by  persons  as  an  equivalent  for 
exemption  from  military  duty,  and  the  clear 
proceeds  of  all  fines  collected  in  the  several 
counties  for  any  breach  of  the  penal  laws,  shall 
be  exclusively  applied,  in  the  several  counties  in 
which  such  money  is  paid,  or  fine  collected, 
among  the  several  school  districts  of  said  coun- 
ties, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  youths  sub- 
ject to  enumeration  in  such  districts,  to  the 
support  of  common  schools,  or  the  establishment 
of  libraries,  as  the  Board  of  Education  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  provide. 
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Sec.  5.  Tlie  General  Assembly  sbtill  take  mea- 
sures for  the  protectiou,  improvement,  or  other 
disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United 
States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this  state, 
for  the  use  of  a  univcrsitj- ;  and  the  funds  accru- 
ing from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from 
any  other  source,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be  and  remain  a,  permanent  fund,  the 
interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  said  university,  with  such  branches 
0as  the  public  convenience  may  hereafter 
demand,  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts 
and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  terms 
of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  pro- 
vide effectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  j 
permanent  security  of  the  funds  of  said  univer 
sity. 


Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  take 
measures  for  the  protection,  improvement,  or 
other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be  reserved,  or  granted  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  person  or  persons,  to  this 
State,  for  the  use  of  a  University,  and  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or 
from  any  other  source  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
shall  be,  and  remain,  a  permanent  fund,  the  in- 
terest of  which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  said  University,  for  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture, the  arts  and  sciences,  as  may  be  authorized 
by  the  terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  soon,  as 
may  be,  to  provide  effectual  means  for  the  im- 
provement and  permanent  security  of  the  funds 
of  said  University. 


AuTiCLK  10. — Amen-dmi;.vts  to  the  Coxstitutxox. 


Sec.  G.  The  financial  agents  ofthe  school  funds 
shall  be  the  same,  that  by  law,  receive  and  con- 
trol the  State  and  county  revenue,  for  other  civil 
purposes,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pro- 
vided by  law. 

Sec.  7.  The  money  subject  to  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  common  schools  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  districts  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  youths,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Article  10. — Amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Section  1.     Any  amendment  or  amendments 
to  this   Constitution  may  be  proposed  in  either 
House   of  the   General   Assembly ;  and   if  the 
same  shall  be  agreed  to   by  a  majority   of  the 
members  elected  to  each  of  the  two  Houses,  such 
l)roposed  amendment  shall  be  entered  on  their 
journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon, 
and  referred  *o  the  Legislature  to  be  chosen  at 
the  next  general  election,  and  shall  be  published, 
as  provided  by  law,  for  three  months  previous 
to  the   time  of  making  such  choice  ;   and  if,  in 
the  General  Assembly  so  next  chosen  as  afore- 
said, such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each   House,  then  it  shall  be  the 
duty   of  the  (iencial  Assembly  to  submit  such 
proposed   nuiendmcnt  or    amendments    to    the 
people  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time  as  the 
General    Assembly  shall  provide ;  and    if   the 
people   shall  approve  and  ratify   such   amend- 
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Sec.l.  Ifat  anytime  the  General  Assembly  shall 
think  it  necessary  to  revise  or  amend  this  con- 
stitution, they  shall  provide  by  law  for  a  vote 
of  the  people  for  or  against  a  convention,  at  the 
next  ensuing  election  for  members  of  the  General 
Assembly.  In  case  a  majority  of  the  people 
vote  in  favor  of  a  convention,  the  said  Genei'al 
Assembly  shall  provide  for  an  election  of  dele- 
gates to  a  convention,  to  be  held  within  six 
months  after  the  vote  of  the  people  iu  favor 
thereof. 

Aeticle  11. — Miscellaneous. 

Sec.  1.  The  jurisdictionof  Justices  of  the  Peace 
shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases  (except  cases  in 
chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question  of  title 
to  any  real  estate  may  arise),  where  the  amount 
in  controversy  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  parties  may  be 
extended  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sec.  2.  No  new  county  shall  be  laid  off  here- 
after, nor  old  county  reduced  to  less  contents 
than  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  square  miles. 


ment  or  amendments  by  a  majority  of  the  elec- 
tors qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  voting  thereon,  such  amendment 
or  amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  If  two  or  more  amendments  shall  be 
submitted  at  the  same  time,  they  shall  be  sub- 
mitted in  such  manner  that  the  electors  shall 
vote  for  or  against  each  of  such  amendments 
separately. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  general  election  to  be  held  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy, 
and  in  each  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  also  at 
such  time  as  the  Geisieral  Assembly  may,  by  law, 
provide,  the  question  :  "  Shall  there  be  a  Con  ■ 
vention  to  revise  the  Constitution,  and  amend 
the  same?"  shall  be  decided  by  the  electors 
qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  General 
Assembly ;  and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  electors 
so  qualified,  voting  at  such  election  for  and 
against  such  proposition,  shall  decide  in  favor 
of  a  Convention  for  such  purpose,  the  General 
Assembly,  at  its  next  session,  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  Con- 
vention. 

ArticleII. — Miscellaneous. 

Section  1.  The  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases,  (except 
cases  in  chancery,  and  cases  where  the  question 
of  title  to  any  real  estate  may  arise,)  where  the 
amount  in  controversy  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  by  the  consent  of  parties 
may  be  extended  to  any  amount  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  No  new  county  shall  be  hereafter 
created  containing  less  than  four  hundred  and 
thirty-two  square  miles;  nor  shall  the  territory 
of  any  organized  county  be  reduced  below  that 
area,  except  the  county  of  Worth,  and  the  coun- 
ties west  of  it,  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
this  State,  which  may  be  organized  without  ad- 
ditional territory. 

Sec.  S.  No  county,  or  other  political  or  mu- 
nicipal corporation  shall  be  allowed  to  become 
indebted  in  any  manner,  or  for  any  purpose,  to 
an  amount  in  the  aggregate  exceeding  five  per 
centum  on  the  value  of  the  taxable  property 
within  such  county  or  corporation — to  be  as- 
certained by  the  last  State  and  county  tax  lists, 
previous  to  the  incurring  of  such  indebtedness. 

Sec.  4.     The  boundaries  of  the  State  may  be 
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Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  locate 
any  of  the  public  lands  -which  have  been  or  may 
be  granted  by  Congress  to  this  State,  and  the  lo- 
cation of  which  maybe  given  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, upon  lands  actually  settled,  without 
the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  extent  of  the 
claim  of  such  occupant  so  exempted,  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 


AUTICLE     12. — SCUEUULE. 


(See  sectiou  2.) 

Sec.  1.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from 
the  change  of  a  territorial  government  to  a  per- 
manent state  government,  it  is  declared  that  all 
writs,  actions,  prosecutions,  contracts,  claims 
and  rights,  shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  this  government;  and  all  process 
which  may,  before  the  organization  of  the  judi- 
cial department  under  this  constitution,  bo  is- 
sued, under  the  authority  of  the  territory  of 
Iowa,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  issued  in  the  name 
of  the  state. 

Sec.  2.  All  the  laws  now  in  force  in  this  terri- 
tory, which  are  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution, 
ehall  remain  in  force  until  they  expire  by  their 
own  limitations,  or  be  altered  or  rt  pealed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  state. 


enlarged,  with  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to 
any  office  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
thereof,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and*  of 
this  State,  and  also  an  oath  of  oflice. 

Sec.  6.  In  all  cases  of  elections  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  office  occurring  before  the  expiration  of 
a  full  term,  the  person  so  elected  shall  hold  for 
the  residue  of  the  unexpired  term  ;  and  all  per- 
sons appointed  to  fill  vacancies  in  office,  shall 
hold  until  the  next  general  election,  and  until 
their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  v.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  lo- 
cate any  of  the  public  lands,  which  have  been, 
or  may  be  granted  by  Congress  to  this  State, 
and  the  location  of  which  ms.y  be  given  to  the 
General  Assembly,  upon  lands  actually  settled, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  claim  of  such  occupant  so  exempted, 
shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Sec.  8.  The  seat  of  Government  is  hereby 
permanently  established,  as  now  fixed  by  law, 
at  the  City  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  county  of  Polk, 
and  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  in  the 
county  of  Johnson. 

AuTICIiK    12. — SCUEDL'LE. 

Section  1,  This  Constitution  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  State,  and  any  law  incon- 
sistent therewith  shall  be  void.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry 
this  Constitution  into  effect. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  now  in  force,  and  not  in- 
consistent with  this  Constitution,  shall  remain 
in  force  until  they  shall  expire  or  be  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  All  indictments,  prosecutions,  suits, 
I)leas,  plaints,  process,  and  other  proceedings 
pending  in  any  of  the  courts,  shall  be  prosecu- 
ted to  final  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  all  ap- 
peals, writs  of  error,  certiorari,  and  injunctions, 
shall  be  carried  on  iu  the  several  courts,  in  the 
same  manner  as  now  provided  by  law;  and  all 
offenses,  misdemeanors  and  crimes  that  may 
have  been  committed  before  the  taking  effect  of 
this  constitution,  shall  bo  subject  to  indictment, 
trial  and  punishment,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  would  have  been  had  not  this  constitution 
been  made. 

• 
(See  section  2.) 
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Sec.  3.  All  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  ac- 
cruing to  the  territory  of  Iowa,  shall  accrue  to  the 
use  of  the  state. 


Sec.  4.  All  recognizances  heretofore  taken,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  taken,  before  the  organ- 
ization of  the  judicial  department  under  this 
constitution,  shall  remain  valid,  and  shall  pass 
to  and  may  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the 
State.  And  all  bonds  executed  to  the  Governor 
of  this  territory,  or  to  any  other  officer  in  his 
official  capacity,  shall  pass  over  to  the  governor 
of  the  state,  or  other  proper  state  authority,  and 
to  their  successors  in  office,  for  the  uses  therein 
respectively  expressed,  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  accordingly.  All  criminal  prosecu- 
tions and  penal  actions  which  may  have  arisen, 
or  may  arise,  before  the  org|niziation  of  the  ju- 
dicial department  under  this  constitution,  and 
which  shall  then  be  pending,  may  be  prosecuted 
to  judgment  and  execution  in  the  name  of  the 
state. 

Sec.  5.  All  officers,civil  and  military,  now  hold- 
ing their  offices  and  appointments  in  this  terri- 
tory under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or 
under  the  authority  of  this  territory,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  and  execute  their  respective  offi- 
ces and  appointments  until  superseded  under 
this  constitution. 

Sec.  6.  The  first  general  election  under  this  con- 
stitution shall  be  held  at  such  time  as  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  territory,  by  proclamation  may  ap- 
point, within  three  months  after  its  adoption, 
for  the  election  of  a  governor,  two  representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  (un- 
less Congress  shall  provide  for  the  election  of 
one  representative,)  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  one  auditor,  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary of  state.  Said  election  shall  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  existing  laws  of  this 
territory  :  and  said  governor,  representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  auditor, 
treasurer,  and  secretary  of  state,  duly  elected  at 
said  election,  shall  continue  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices  for  the  time 
prescribed  by  this  constitution  and  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  qualified-  The  re- 
turns of  said  election  shall  be  mad?  in  confor- 
mity to  the  existing  laws  of  this  territory. 
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Sec.  4.  All  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  due, 
or  to  become  due,  or  accruing  to  the  State,  or  to 
any  county  therein,  or  to  the  school  fund,  shall 
inure  to  the  State,  county,  or  school  fund,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 


Sec.  6.  All  bonds  executed  to  the  State,  or 
to  any  officer  in  his  official  capacity,  shall  re- 
main in  force  and  inure  to  the  use  of  those  con- 
cerned. 


Sec.  6.  The  first  election  under  this  constitu- 
tion shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-seven,  at  which  time  the  electors  of  the 
State  shall  elect  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor.  There  shall  also  be  elected  at  such 
election,  the  successors  of  such  State  Senators 
as  were  elected  at  the  August  election,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
who  shall  be  elected  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  apportionment,  enacted  at  the  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  which  commenced  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-six. 


Sec.  7.  The  first  election  for  Secretary,  Au- 
ditor, and  Treasurer  of  State,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, District  Judges,  Members  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  District  Attorneys,  members  of  Con" 
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Sec.  7.  Until  the  first  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  state,  as  directed  by  this  consti- 
tution, the  following  shall  be  the  apportionment 
of  the  General  Assembly  : 

The  county  of  Jefferson,  one  Senator  and  three 
Representatives. 

The  conntyofLce  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
Senators  and  five  Representatives  ; 

The  county  of  Van  Burcn,  two  Senators  and 
four  Representatives  ; 

The  counties  of  Davis  and  Appanoose,  one 
Senator  and  one  Kepresentative,  jointly ; 

The  counties  of  Wapello  and  Monroe,  one 
Senator  jointly,  and   one  Representative  each  ; 

The  counties  of  Marion,  Polk,  Dallas  and  Jas- 
per,   one     Senator  and    tw^o    Representatives, 

jointly  ; 

The  county  of  Des  Moines,  two  Senators  and 
four  Representatives ; 

The  county  of  Henry,  ono  Senator  and  three 
Representatives ; 

The  counties  of  Louisa  and  Washington,  ono 
Senator  jointly,  and  one    Representative   each  ; 

The  counties  of  Keokuk  and  Mahaska,  one 
Bcnator  jointly  and  one  Representative  each; 

The  counties  of  Muscatine,  Johnson  and  Iowa, 
one  Senator  and  one  Representative  jointly,  and 


gress,  and  such  State  oflBcers  as  shall  be  elected 
at  the  April  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  (except  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,)  and  such 
county  officers  as  were  elected  at  the  August 
election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six,  except  Prosecuting  Attor- 
neys, shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight;  Provided,  that  the  time  for  which  any 
District  Judge  or  any  other  State  or  county  offi- 
cer elected  at  the  April  election  in  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight,  shall  not  extend  beyond 
the  time  fixed  for  filling  like  offices  at  the  Octo- 
ber election  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight. 

Sec.  8.  The  first  election  for  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  such  county  officers  as 
shall  be  elected  at'the  August  election,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven,  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine. 

Sec.  9.  The  first  regular  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral xissembly  shall  be  lield  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  commencing 
on  the  second  Jlonday  of  January  of  said  year. 

Sec.  10.  Senators  elected  at  the  August  elec- 
tion, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-six,  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  at  which  time  their 
successors  shall  be  elected  as  may  bo  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  11.  Every  person  elected  by  popular  vote, 
by  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  who  may 
hold  office  by  Executive  appointment,  which 
oflice  is  continued  by  this  constitution,  and 
every  person  who  shall  be  so  elected  or  appoint- 
ed, to  any  such  oflice,  before  the  taking  effect 
of  this  constitution,  (except  as  in  this  constitu- 
tion otherwise  provided),  shall  continue  in  office 
until  the  term  for  which  such  person  has  been 
or  may  be  elected  or  appointed  shall  expire ;  but 
no  such  person  shall  continue  in  office  after  the 
taking  effect  of  this  constitution,  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  term  of  such  oflice,  in  this  con- 
stitution prescribed. 

See.  12.  The  General  Assembly,  at  tho  first 
session  under  this  constitution,  shall  district  tho 
state  into  eleven  judicial  districts,  for  District 
Court  purposes  ;  and  shall  also  provide  for  tho 
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Muscatine  one  Representative,  and  Jolinsoa  and 
Iowa  one  Representative  jointly  ; 

The  counties  of  Scott  and  Clinton,  one  Sena- 
tor jointly,  and  one  Representative   each  ; 

The  counties  of  Cedar,  Linn  and  Benton,  one 
Senator  jointly  ;  the  county  of  Cedar,  one  Rep- 
resentative, and  the  counties  of  Linn  and  Ben- 
ton, one  Representative  jointly  ; 

The  counties  of  Jackson  and  Jones,  one  Sena- 
tor and  two  Representatives  ; 

The  counties  of  Dubuque,  Delawere,  Clayton, 
Fayette,  Buchanan,  and  Blackhawk,  two  Sena- 
tors and  two  Representatives  jointly  ; 

And  any  county  attached  to  any  county  for 
judicial  purposes,  shall,  unless  otherwise  provid- 
ed for,  bo  considered  as  forming  part  of  such 
county  for  election  purposes. 


Sec.  8.  The  first  meeting  of  the  General  As- 
sembly under  this  Constitution  shall  be  at  such 
times  as  the  Governor  of  the  territory  may  by 
proclamation  appoint,  within  four  months  after 
its  ratification  by  the  people,  in  Iowa  City,  in 
Johnson  county,  which  place  shall  be  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  until  removed 
by  law. 


apportionment  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  iu  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  constitution. 

Sec.  13.  The  foregoing  constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  electors  of  the  state  at  the 
August  election,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  in  the  several  election 
districts  in  this  state.  The  ballots  at  such  elec- 
tion shall  be  written  or  printed  as  follows  : 
Those  in  favor  of  the  constitution — "  New  Con- 
stitution— Yes."  Those  againstthe  constitution, 
"New  Constitution — No."  The  election  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  the  general 
elections  of  the  state,  and  the  poll-books  shall 
be  returned  and  canvassed  as  provided  in  the 
twenty-fifth  chapter  of  the  Code;  and  abstracts 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which  abstracts  shall  be  canvassed  in  the  man- 
er  provi  .:^:".  for  the  canvass  of  state  ofiicers. 
And  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  at  such  election  for  and  against  this 
constitution  are  in  favor  of  the  same,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  immediately  issue  his  proclamation 
stating  that  fact,  and  such  constitution  shall  be 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  publication  of  said 
proclamation. 

Sec.  1.4.  At  the  same  election  that  this  consti- 
tution is  submitted  to  the  people  for  its  adoption 
or  rejection,  a  proposition  to  amend  the  same  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  white,"  from  the  article 
on  the  "Right  of  Sufi"rage,"  shall  be  separately 
submitted  to  the  electors  of  this  state  for  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  in  manner  following : 

A  separate  ballot  may  be  given  by  every  per- 
son having  a  right  to  vote  at  said  election,  to  be 
deposited  in  a  separate  box  ;  and  those  given  for 
the  adoption  of  such  proposition  shall  have  the 
words,  ''  Shall  the  word  ',white'  be  stricken  out 
of  the  article  on  the  '  Right  of  Suffrage  V.  Yes" 
And  those  given  against  the  proposition  shall 
have  the  words,  "Shall  the  word  'white'  be 
stricken  out  of  the  article  on  the  'Right  of  Suf- 
frage?' No.''  And  if  at  said  election  the 
number  of  ballots  cast  in  favor  of  said 
proposition,  shall  be  equal  to  a  majority  of 
those  cast  for  and  against  this  constitution, 
then  said  word  "white"  shall  be  stricken  from 
said  article  and  be  no  part  thereof. 

Sec.  15.  Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the 
county  of  Mills  shall  be  in  and  a  part  of  the 
Sixth  Judicial  District  of  this  state. 
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Done  in  convention  at  Iowa  City,  this  eighteenth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
eand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  seventieth. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  sub- 
Bcribed  our  names  : 

ENOS   LOWE,  President. 
Thomas  Dibble,  Joseph  H.  Hedrick, 

Erastus  Hoskin,  Sylvester  G.  Matson. 

David  Galland,  S.  B.  Shelledy, 

Sulifand  S.  Ross,  James  Grant, 

Shepherd  Leffler,  George  Hobson, 

Curtis  Bates,  Wm.  G.  Coop, 

John  Ronalds,  Samuel  A.  Bissell, 

Socrates  H.  Tryon,       Wareham  G  Clark, 
William  Hubbell,  John  J.  Selman, 

George  Berry,  John  Conrey, 

Josiah  Kent,  H.  P.  Haun, 

Stewart  Goodrell,  Sanford  Earned, 

David  Olmstead,  G.  W.  Bowie, 

Alvin  Saunders,  William  Steele, 

T.  McCraney,  F.  K.  O'Ferrall, 

J.  Scott  Richman. 
Attest,  Wm.  Thompboh,  Secretary. 


Done  in  Convention,  at  Iowa  City,  this  fifth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  eighty-first. 
In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sub- 

our  names. 

Timothy  Day,  M.  W.  Robinson, 

S.  G.  Winchester,  Lewis  Todhunter, 

David  Bunker,  John  Edwards, 

D.  P.  Palmer,  J.  C  Traer, 

Geo.  W.  Ells,  James  F.  Wilson, 

J.  C.  Hall,  Amos  Harris, 

John  H.  Peters,  John  T.  Clark, 

Wm.  H.  Warren,  S.  Ayres, 

H.  W.  Gray,  Harvey  J.  Skiflf. 

Robert  Gower,  J.  A.  Parvin, 

H.  D.  Gibson,  W.  Penn.  Clarke, 

Thomas  Seely,  Jer.  Hollingworth, 

A.  H.  Marvin,  Wm.  Patterson, 

J.  H.  Emerson,  D.  W.  Price, 

R.  L.  B.  Clarke,  Alpheus  Scott, 

James  A.  Young,  George  Gillaspy, 

D,  H.  Solomon,  Edward  Johniton. 

FRANCIS  SPRINGER,  President. 
Attest, 

T.  J.  Saundeus,  Sec'y. 
E.  N.  B4.TE3,  Ass't  Sec'y. 
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Accounts    and    expenditures ;    appoint- 
ment of  committee  upon  741,  743 

Accounts  and  expenditures  ;  addition  of 
two  members  to  committee  upon  958 

remarks  of — 
"  Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  959,  962 

Clarke  of  Johnson,       958,  959,  961,  962 
Gibson, 
Gillaspy, 
Price, 
Scott, 
Young, 

Accounts    and     expenditures ;    reports 
from  committee  upon,  YoS,  1025,  1026 

Accusations ;    accused  to  be  furnished 
•with  a  copy  of,  64,  99,  119,  201 

Acquittal ;  persons  not  to  be  tried  a  sec- 
ond time  for  the  same  offence  after,  99,  125,  201 

Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1855  and  '56 
to  be  furnished  to  members,  10 

Adjournment  of  General  Assembly  by 


958,  959,  960,  961 
959 
959 
959 
958 


the  Governor, 

•    n,  585 

Adjournment 

over  till  May, 

496 

remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Edwards, 

497 

Gillaspy, 

498,  499 

Hall, 

499 

Harris, 

500 

Marvin, 

499 

Peters, 

496 

Wilson, 

498,  499 

Adjournment 

sine  die,  360,  478,  502, 

1012, 1065 

remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

502,  504 

503 
503 
503 
602 
502 
502 
503 

48 
77,  580 


Harris, 

Palmer, 

Peters, 

Scott, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Young, 

Administrators ;   resolution   of  enquiry 
in  relation  to  the  sale  of  real  estate  by, 

Age  of  the  Governor, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  582 

Clarke  of  Henry;  581 

Gillaspy,  581, 582 

Marvin,  581 

Palmer,  580,  582 

Parvin,  582 

Skiff,  580 

Scott,  580,  581 

Solomon,  580 

Age  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  77,  580 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  582 

Clarke  of  Henry,  581 

Gillaspy,  581,^582 

Marvin,  581 

Palmer,  580,  582 

Parvin,  582 

Scott,  580,  581 

Skiff,  580 

Solomon,  580 

Age  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, 78,  768,  816,  937, 
remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,"  938 

Hall,  937 

Skiff,  T68 


INDEX. 


PAOB. 

Solomon,  Y68 

Traer,  937 

Age  of  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 

ientatives,  83,  515 

Age  of  officers  of  the  state,  47 

Age  of  persons  to  serre  in  the  militia, 

628,  640 
remarkt  of — 
Mr.  Johnston,  641 

Skiff,  641 

Traer,  641 

Age  of  scholars  in  common  schools,  79 

Age  of  Senators,  30,  83,  516,  517 

remarks  of— 
Mr.  Gillaspy,  516 

Age  of  voters,  36,  860 

Agents  of  the  school  fund,  78,  772 

Alleys  ;  proTision  in  relation  to  vacating, 

48,  84,  531 
Allowing  railroad  employees  to  vote,  813 

Allowing  Students  to  vote,  605,  869 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Gower,  665,  869 

Marvin,  665 

Amendments  to  the  constitution,  com- 
mittee upon;  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of,  1019 

report  upon  the  appointment  of,  21 

appointment  of,  22 

resolutions  of  inquiry  referred  to,        33,  34 
report  from,  36 

minority  report  from,  80 

consideration  of  the  report  from,  602 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Bunker,  605 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

607,  608,  609,  610,  640 
Clarke  of  Henry,  612,  616,  618,  620 

626, 640, 1031, 1032 
Clarke  of  Johnson,        603,  616,  617,  618 
620,  621,  639,  640 
Gibson,  603,  612,  615,  618,  023,626,  1032 
Gillaspy,  604,  007,  608,  609 

Gower,  615 

Hall,        615,  616,  Gl7,  621,  622,  623,  624, 
625,  1031,  1032 
Harris,         004,  606,  613,  614,  1031,  1032 
Marvin,  619,620,  1031 

Palmer,  611,  6t6,  639,  640 

Parvin,  622 

Scott,  606 

Solomon,  611,1031 

Traer,  604,  607,  624,  625,  939 
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Wilson,  610,  616,  619,  620,  621,  622,  623 

625,  626,  1031,  1032 

Winchester,  603,  604 

third  reading  of  the  report  from,  1030 

yeas  and  nays  upon  final  passage  of 

the  report  from,  1033 

Amendment  of  the  rules, 

26,  34,  37,  48,  64,  87,  118 

remarks  of- — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  48 

Hall,  49 

Traer,  49 

Wilson,  49 

Annual  sessions  of  the  general  assembly,     30 

Appeals — resolution  in  relation  to  court 

of,  64 

Appointment  of  assistant  secretary  pro 
tern,  5 

Appointment  of  door-keeper  pro  tern,  5 

Appointment  of  fireman  j3ro  tern,  5 

Appointment  of  messengers  pro  tsm,  5 

Appointment  of  reporter,  11 

Appointment  of  secretary  pro  (em,  5 

Appointment  of  sergeant-at-arms />ro  <effi,      5 
Appointment  of  committee  on  credentials,     5 
Appointment  of  committeo  to   conduct 
President  elect  to  the  chair,  6 

Appointment  of  committee  on  reporting 
and  publishing  the  debates,  11 

Appointment  of  standing  committees  of 
the  convention,  10,  19,  21,  22 

remarkt  of — 
Mr.  Johnston,  19 

Wilson,  19 

Appointment  of  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  62,  74 

remarks  of-— 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  63 

Hall,  62 

Harris,  62,  63 

Johnston,  62 

Parvin,  63 

Solomon,  63 

Traer,  63 

Appointment  of  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  223 

remarkt  of— 

Mr.  Bunker,  223,  225 

Clarke  of  Henry,  223,  224 
Hall,                                         223,  224,  225 

Harris,  224 

Johnston,  223,  226 

Marvin,  226 
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Parvin, 
Patterson, 
Todhunter, 
Wilson, 


224 
225 
223 
224 


Appointment  of  special  committee  upon 
incorporations — 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  429 

Parvin,  T85 

Winchester,   .  TSS 

Appointment  of  special  committee  upon 
the  right  of  suffrage — 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Heurj,  218 

Edwards,  218 

Gillaspy,  218 

Hall,  218 

Harris,  218 

Palmer,  218 

Warren,  218 

Apportionment  of  representation,  10, 

84,  540,  1011,  1013 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  1015,  1016 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  1013,  1014,  1015 

Marvin,  1016 

Skiff,  1011 

Traer,  540,  1014,  1015 

Wilson,  1015 

Apportiontment  of  senators,  84,  540,  552,  1011 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  1011 

Wilson,  1011,  1012 

Apportionment  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion by  first  general  assembly — 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Wilson,  998 

Winchester,  998 

Appropriations  from  the  treasury,  to  be 
in  pursuance  of  laws,  84,  528 

Approval  of  bills  by  the  governor,  35,  17,  83, 
525,  589,  596,  1012 
Army,   governor   to   be  commander-in- 
chief  of,  77,  583 
Army,  in  time  of  peace,  no  standing,  99, 

126,  202 
Army,  in  time  of  war,   appropriations 
not  to  extend  beyond  two  years  for,  99,  126,  202 

Articles  of  the  constitution  referred  to 
their  appropriate  committees,  23 

Assembling  of  the  convention,  on   first 
day  of  the  session,  5 

Assessment  of  taxes,  48,  84,  531 

A 


Assistant  secretary,  E.   N.    Bates,    ap- 
pointed pro  (em,  5 
Assistant  secretary,  E.  N.  Bates,  elected,        7 
Assistant  secretary,  J.  C.  Burns,  nomi- 
nated for,  7 
Assistant  secretary,  rate  of  per  diem  of,    759, 

1025 

Assistant  secretary,  amount  per  diem  of,   1050 

Assumption  of  the  school  fund  by  the 

State,  47,  772 

Attainder,  legislature  to  pass  no  bill  of,     100, 

129,  208 
Attorney  General,  term  of  office  of,  77,  588 
Attorney  General,  liable  to  impeach- 
ment, 83 
Attorney  General,  election  of,  116,  478 
Attorney  General,  salary  of,  550,  554 
Attorney  General,  first  election  of  under 
new  constitution,  914,996 
Attorneys,  district  prosecuting,                    38, 

260,  456,475 
Auditor  of  State,  term  of  office  of,  77,  588 
Auditor  of  State,  liable  to  impeachment,     83, 

527,  551 
Auditor  of  State,  salary  of,   84,  550,  555,  578 
Auditor  of  State,  first  election  under  new 
constitution  of,  914,  996 

AYERS,  SQUIRE. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  committee 

upon  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed   upon  the  standing  committee 

upon  state  debts,  22 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1025 

nominated   J.  Page  for  door-keeper,  7 
offered  resolutions  of  inquiry  upon  city 

and  county  indebtedness,  47 

remarks  upon — 
city  and  county  indebtedness,      291,  292,  297 
removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City,  61 

resolution  of  inquiry,  32 


B 


Bail,  excessive  bail  not  to  be  required,       99 

126,  202 

Bail,  to  be  received  before  conviction, 

except  for  capital  offenses,  99,  125 

BiUlot,  elections  to  be  Vy,  36,  869 

Bank  bills,  issued  by  other  than  banks,       97, 

403,  420 
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Bank  bills,  to  be  registered  and  couu- 
tersigned,  OG,  344,  775 

Banking  corporations,  under  general 
laws.  96,  344,  362,  419,  775 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  347,  350,  353, 

358,  359,  779 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  346,  791,  792 

Edwards,  344,  346,  351,  789 

Ells,  347,  348 

Emerson,  356 

Gibson,  354 

Gillaspy,  350,  3G3,  794 

Gower,  363 

Hall,  346,  348,  850,  352, 

353,  357,  359,  774 
Harris,  775 

Johnston,  347 

Parvin,  347,  354 

Peters,  '  357 

Skiff,  346 

Solomon,  349,  791 

Wilson,  355,  358,  775,  789 

Bank,  State  and  branches,  96,  344 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  387,  389 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  373,  859 

Edwards,  380 

Ells,  881,382,  384,  389 

Gibson,  374 

Gower,  373,  374,  377 

Hall,  S73,  374,  386,  389 

Harris,  375,383,380 

Parvin,  373,  385 

Scott,  300 

Solomon,  390 

Traer,  373 

Wilson,  384,  385,  785,  859 

Young,  382 

Banks;  liabilities  of  stockholders  in,  05,  3G3, 

419,  785 
remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  370,  371,  786 

Clarke  of  Henry,  364,  368,  370,  789 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  863,  364, 366,  780 

Emerson,  786 

Marvin,  788 

Palmer,  372,786,787 

Parvin,  785,  788 

Scott,  785 

Traer  787,  788,  789 

Wilson.  363,  370 

Bnnkinplaws;   rppo.il  of,  07.  -lO.").  C  (0 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,         404,  406,  773, 

774 

Clarke  of  Johnson,                         404 

773 

i>ay, 

406 

Johnston, 

406 

Palmer, 

404 

Skiff, 

404 

Wilson,                                    404,  405, 

406 

Banking  laws  ;  submission  to   the  peo- 

ple of,                                      97,  403,  420,  649, 

773 

remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

773 

Parvin, 

773 

Banks;  suspension    of  specie    payment 

by,                                                            97, 403, 

427 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Palmer, 

403 

Traer, 

403 

Banks  ;  transfer  of  stock  in,                   96, 

344 

Banks  ;   depreciation  of  stock  in, 

347 

Banks;  preferred  creditors  of,         97,396 

790 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,                397,  400 

791 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

401 

Ells, 

397 

Gillaspy, 

402 

Ball,                                 396,  397,  401, 

790 

Harris, 

308 

Jlarrin,                                     398,  402, 

790 

Parvin, 

790 

Skiff,                                         396,  307, 

309 

Solomon, 

403 

Traer,                                        398,  399, 

400 

Young, 

309 

Basis  of  representation;  appointment  of 


62,  74 


63 
62 
62,63 
62 
.  63 
63 
63 


special  committee  upon, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Parvin, 
Solomon, 
Traer, 

Basis  of  reprcBcntation  ;  provision  in  re- 
lation to,  275,  543,  554,  577, '579 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  554,  555 
Hall,  546, 
Harris,                                       545,  554,  578 
Marvin,  548 
Parvin,                                      544,  546,  554 
Solomon,                 546,  540,  577,  578,  579 
TriUT,                                         543,  554,  678, 
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Bates,  Ellsworth,  N.  ;  appointed   assis- 
tant secretary ^ro  tern,  5 
elected  permanent  secretary,  7 
rate  of  per  diem  of,  V59,  1025 
Amount  of  per  diem,  1050 
Biennial  sessions  of  the   general  assem- 
bly, 8  2,  510,  558 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,           513,  560,  662,  563 
Clarke  of Johnson,  561 
Edwards,  511 
Gibson,  511,  561 
Gillaspy,  566 
Gower,  510,  566 
Hall,  '  510,  512,  559 
Harris,  511,  513,  564 
Marvin,  512,  566 
Palmer,  610,  511 
Parvin,  510,  559 
Traer,  560 
Wilson,  563 
Winchester,  ,                562 
Bill  holders  to  be  preferred  creditors  of 
banks,  9*7,  396,  790 
remarks  o/ — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakeo,  397,  400,  791 
Clarke  of  Henry,  401 
Ells,  897 
Gillaspy,  402 
Hall                                  396,  397,  401,  790 
Harris,  398 
Marvin,  393,  402,  790 
Parvin,  790 
Skiff,  396,  397,  399 
Solomon,  403 
Traer,                        .  398,  399,  400 
Wilson,  396,  399,  400 
Young,  399 
Bill  of  rights  ;    appointment  of  stand- 
ing committee  upon,  10,  19,  21 

Bill  of    rights;  appointment  of  special 

committee  upon,  223 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  223,  225 

Clarke  of  Henry,  223,  224 

Hall,  223,324,225 

Harris,  224 

Johnston,  223, 226 

Marvin,  226 

Parvin,  224 

Patterson,  225 

Todhunter,  •                223 

Wilson,  .          224 
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Bill  of  rights;  petitions  and   resolutions 
of  enquiry  referred  to  committee  upon,      21,  39, 

80,  115,  396 
report  from  special  committee  upon,        652 
report  from  standing  committee  upon        64 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  '  io3 

Ells,  100 

Bill  of  rights  ;  third  reading   of  article 
"Pon>  1006 

yeas  and  nays  upon    final  passage    of 
article  upon,  io08 

Bills  of  the  legislature  ;  to  be  approved 
by  the  governor,    36,  77,  83,  525,  589,596,  1012 
may  originate  in  either   house  of  the 

general  assembly,  83,  525 

may  be  amended,  altered,  or  rejected 

by  either  house,  §3,  525 

to  be  passed  by  a  majority  of  all  elect- 
ed to  each  house,  83  527 
to  be  signed  by  the    Speaker   of  the 
House  and  Presideiit  of  the  Senate,  83,525 
Bittman,  John  ;    employed    to  translate 
and  print  the  constitution  in  German,      973,  975 
compensation  of,  lOol 
Board  of  education;  establishment  of,   39,  78 
^20,  743,766,  815,871,934 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,                723,  732   744 
Edwards,  943 
Ells,                                                  602,  728 
Goiter,                                     731^  '757^  950 
Hall,                600,  721,  723,  725,  730,  750, 
754,  837,  942,  946 
Harris,                                               937^  944 
Johnston,                                 724,  725,  766 
Marvin,                             6OO,  756,  949,  950 
Palmer,                                    723,  747,750 
Scott,                                               944^  949 
Skiff,                                                 731,  755 
Solomon,                                   722,  725,  161 
Todhunter,                                               7(59 
Wilson,             722,  723,  724,  748,  935,  941 
Board  of  education  ;  age  of  Members  of,        78 

768,  816,  937, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  938 

Hall,  937 

Skiff,  768 

Solomon,  7gg 

Traer,  937 

Board  of  education  ;  provision  in  relation 

to  a  chancellor  of,  73  770  837 

compensation  of  members  of,      79,772  825 


INDEX. 


1 


a\  '>' 


PAGE. 


PAGE 


955 

953,  957 

956,  962,  964 

964 

962 

955 

057 

953,  963 


re  marks  of — 
Mr.  Clnrke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Marvin, 
Parvin, 
Scott, 
Skiff, 
"Wilson, 

Board  of  education;  extra  sessions  of,  78,  768 

816,  938 
first  session  of,  78,  768,  816,  938 

Governor  to  be  a  member  of,  838,  845,  939 

951 

length  of  sessions  of,  78,  768,  816,  225,  938 

manner  of  electing, 

organization  of, 

number  of  members  of, 

remarks  of- 

Mr.  Hall, 

SkilT, 

Solomon, 

Board  of  education  ;  oflacers  of    78,  769,  816, 

938 
power  and  authority  of, 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Parvin, 
Scott, 

Board  of  education  ;  rules  and   regula- 
tions of  78,  770,  838,  938 

Board  of  Education  ;  terms  and  classifi- 
cation of  members  of.  78,  768,  816,  931 
time  and  place  of  meeting  of,    78,  768,  938 
Bonds  previously  executed  to  continue 
in  force  under  the  new  constitution,        914,  005 
Boundaries  of  the  state,  99,  141,  048,  800 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Edwards,  141,  142 
Gower,                                           141,  143 
Hall,                                                   141,  142 
Harris,  148 
Palmer,                                            141,  142 
"Wilson,  142 
Bradley,  Philip  B.,  nominated  for  perma- 
nent secretary,  7 

Branches  of  the    8t:\te  bank,  to  be  mu- 
tually responsible  for  each  others'  issues,  97,  341 

419 
Burns,  J.   C,   nominated   for   assistant 
secretary,  7 


78,  768 

78,  768,  816,  938 

78,  767,  815 

767 
767,  768 
767,  768 


78,  770,  843,  939 

843,  939, 947 

944 

943 

942 

944,  949 


BUNKER,  DAVID, 

appointed  upon  committee  to  draft 
rules  for  the  convention, 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  amendments  to  the  constitution, 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  miscellaneous  subjects, 

appointed  upon  select  committee  upon 
incorporations, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  incorporations, 

mileage  of, 

offered  amendment  to  bill  of  rights, 
in  relation  to  natural  rights  of  man, 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  establishment  of  State  Bank  and 
branches, 

made  report  from  committee  on  mis- 
cellaneous subjects, 

report  upon  credentials  of. 


10 


430 


€29 
1025 


>15 


648 
6 


29 

797 

1000 

271 

934 


rcinarlcs  vpon — 
appointment   of  select   committee  on 
bill  of  rights,  223,  225 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  309 

competency  of  witnesses,  109 

distribution  of  debates,  917 

districting  state  for  judicial  purposes,     876 
furnishing     members   of    convention 
with  slips  of  debates, 

jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
Lee  county  ;  division  of, 

limitation  of'state  indebtedness, 
location  of  state  capitol   and  univer- 
sity, 

natural  rights  of  man,  103,  733 

number  of-judges  of  supreme  court,       464 
order  of  business,  223,  288,  881 

personal  and  general  explanation,  1064 

political  parties,  their  course  in  regard 
to  slavery,  909 

printing  journal  of  the  convention,  978,  979 
printing  reports  of  select   committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights, 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 

removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City, 
repeal  of  corporations, 
report  of  committee   on   distribution 
of  powers, 

report    of    committee     upon     future 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  605 


655 

199 

14 

165 

87 
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resolution  for  adjournment  sine  die  on 
fouth  of  March,  502,  503 

resolution  to  furnish    members  with 
daily  newspapers,  74 

resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  ju- 
dicial department,  66 

resolution  in  relation  to  oath  to  be 
taken  by  members  of  the  convention,  9 

size  of  counties,  800 

striking  word  "  white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 908,  909 

Business  of  the  convention,  manner  of 
conducting,  10,  37,  48,  64,  95 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  38 
Edwards,  38 
Johnston,  38 
Patterson,  38 
Traer,  37 
Wilson,  38 
Business  pending  in  the  courts  to  con- 
tinue under  the  new  constitution,  914,  994 
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Calls  of  the  convention,  421,  478,  508,  559,  654 
686,  698,  733,  870,  887,  933 
Capital  offenses  not  bailable,  99,  125 

Capital  of  the  state  ;  provision  in  rela- 
tion to  the  permanent  location  of,     88,  877,  922 

1017 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Bunker,  '  934 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  928 

Clarke  of  Henry,  924,  925 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  926 

Edwards,  877,  930 

Gibson,  971,  840 

Gillaspy,  877 

Gower,  922,  125 

Hall,  877, 931 

Harris,  926 

Palmer,  877,  933 

Skiff,  839 

Traer,  lOl'j 

Capitol  Reporter ;  Mr.  Edwards  moved 
to  subscribe  for  each  member  of  the  con- 
vention five  copies  of,  23 

Census  of  the  state  ;  provisions  in  rela- 
tion to  taking  the,  30,  84,  540,  1011 

Chairman  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, 20 
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Chairmen  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 

Mr.  Bunker,  329 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  888 

Edwards,  93 

Gibson,  ol9 

Gillaspy,  664 

Gray,  26O 

Harris,  430 

Johnston,  22  7 

Parvin,  593 

Todhunter,  795 

Traer,  289 

Winchester,  860 

Young,  606 

Chancellor  of  Board  of  Education,  78,  770,837 
Chaplain  of  the  convention  ,•  the  Presi- 
dent authorized  to  appoint,  22 
Rev.  Alpheus  Kynett  appointed,                24 
compensation  of,                                         760 
Remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,                        760,  761 
Hall,                                                 760,  761 
Solomon,                                                  760 
Todhunter,                                      760,  761 
Charitable    institutions,    resolution    in 
relation    to    appointment    of     committee 
upon,                                                             96,  118 

City  and  county  indebtedness ;   resolu- 
tions of  inquiry  in  relation  to,  34,  47,  94 

report  of  committee  upon  state  debts 

upon  resolution  in  relation  to,  50 

provision  in  relation  to,       96,  290,329,  415 

421,  776,  805, 812 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Ayres,  291,  292,  297 

Bunker,  306 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  51,  818,  324,  418,  421 

423,   425,   426,   427 

777,  808 

Clarke  of  Henry,      52,  301,  325,  343,  344 

418,  805,  806 

Clarke  of  Johnson,    50,   51,  52,  304,  305 

309,    336,    344,    4l5 

417,    418,   421,   424 

425,   426,   427,    776 

805 

Edwards,  293,  295,  300,  301,  304,  306,  316 

330,  335,  421,  422,  423,  425^  776 

806,  812 

Ells,  ,  322 

Emerson,  51,  297,  315,  316,  317,  318,  812 

Gibson,  424,  810 

Gillaspy,  294,  307,  328,  416 

421,  777,  778,  805 
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City  and  county  indebtedness  ;  provision 
in  relation  to — 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Gower,  290,  294 

Gray,  295 

Hall,  51,  52,  292,  295,  299,  302,  303 

305,  307,  313,  314,  324,   327 

328,  332,  343,  421,   426,  806 

Harris,  291,  301,  306,  313,  329,  425 

Jolinston,  51,  291,  802,  342,  843,  426,  776 

Marvin,  290,  297,  312,  428 

Talmer,  298 

Tarvin,  805,  307,  314,  425 

Patterson,  297 

Peters,  817,  318,  417,  805 

Price,  335 

Scott,  313,  422 

SkifiF,  290,  311,  415,  425,  427,  808 

Solomon,  311,  776,  778 

Traer,  421,  775,  776,  777 

Warren,  51 

Wilson,  309,  327,  328,  416,  422 

Young,  421 

Cities  ;  the  legislature  to  pass  no  special 

laws  for  the  incorporation  of,  84,  531 

Citizens'  Library  Association  of  Iowa 
City ;  invitation  to  members  of  the  con- 
vention to  visit  reading-room  of,  461 

Civil  nnd  criminal  cases  ;  resolution  of 
inquiry  in  relation  to  change  of  venue  of,        48 

CLARK,  JOHX  T. 


appointed  upon  standing  committee 
npoQ  the  bill  of  rights, 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  future  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, 

appointed  upon  special  committee  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  the 
printing  of  the  debates, 

appointed  upon  special  committee  on 
the  school  fund, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  resolution  to  sub- 
mit to  the  people  the  question  of  striking 
the  word  "  white"  from  the  constitution, 

credentials  of, 

mileage  of, 

moved  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
report  upon  the  number  and  character  of 
the  standing  committees  of  the  convention, 

moved  to  amend  resolution  to  furnish 
members   with  twenty-five  daily  nowspa- 


21 


22 


496 


781 


888 

G 

1025 


19 
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pers,  by  reducing  the  number  to  ten,  23 

offered  resolution  to  admit  editors  and 
reporters  of  state  papers  to  the  floor  of 
the  convention,  23 

offered  resolution  of  inquii-y  concern- 
ing general  banking,  39 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  upon  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, 64 

offered  resolution  concerning  thejaer 
diem  of  members  of  the  convention,  990 

offered  resolution  that  members  of  the 
convention  return  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
the  documents  that  had  been  furnished  to 
them,  990 

personal  explanation,  557 

remarks  upon — 

age  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, 582 

city  and  cor.nty  indebtedness,  51,  318,  324 
418,  421,  423,  425,  426,  427,  777,  808 

competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests,  191 

delay  in  the  publication  of  the  de- 
bates, 494,  495,  496 

distribution  of  the  debates,  765,  920 

1004,  1005 

filling  temporary  vacancies  in  district 
courts,  459 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 29,  69,  70,  72 

furnishing  members  with  fifteen  addi- 
tional daily  newspapers,  74,  75,  76 

furnishing  members  with  reports  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  91,  94 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1027,  1028 

Greene's  Reports  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  purchase  of  1052,  1053 

guaranteeing  to  school  and  university 
fund  all  losses  occasioned  by  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  state  oflBcers,  278 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 813 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  629,  630 

jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  795,  796 

length  of  school  in  each  school  dis- 
trict, 818,  821,  822 

liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  370,  371 

786 

Lieutenant  Governor,  594 

limitation  of  debate,  501 

location  of  county  seats  and  boun- 
daries, 533,  536,  537,  652,  555 
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location  of  public  lands  by  the  state, 
location  of  state  cupitol  and  univer- 
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sity, 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 120,  122,  Ion 

mileage    of  members  of  the    conven- 
tion, 086,  98T,  988,  989 
natural  rights  of  man,  104 
night  sessions  of  the  convention,              813 
number    of  copies   of   debates   to  be 
published,  5G 
number  of  courts,      238,  436,  441,  442,  471 
number  of  judges  of  supreme  court,         463 
number  of  judicial  districts,             629,  GSo 
oath  to  be  taken  by  members  of  the 
convention,  8 
offering  of  resolutions    of  inquiry,     33,  87 
office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,                   594 
order  of  business,      720,  878,  879,  882,  883 
personal  explanation,                                   557 
political  parties  upon  the  question  of 
slavery,                                                               709 
postage  of  the  convention,                       1050 
preferred  creditors  of  banks,     397,  400,  791 
printing  reports  of  special  committee 
on  the  right  of  suffrage,                                     663 
printing  journal  and  constitution,  973,974 

981 
private  property  taken  for  roads,     126,  127 

128 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     217 

413 
prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  139 

public  lands  located  by  the  state,  811 

publication  of  the  debates,  28,  44,  56 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  394 

purchasing  Greene's   Reports   of   the 
Supreme  Court,  1052,  1053 

reference  of  resolution  of  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  judicial  department,  05,  81 

reference  of  resolution  of  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  bill  of  rights,  80 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 191 
removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City,      17 
re-organization    of    judicial  districts 
and  courts,                                  460,  635,  636,  637 
repeal  of  corporations,      106,  107,  111,  113 
114,  156,  411 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  distri- 
bution of  powers,                                   •  37 

report  of  the    committee  on    amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  607,  G08,  609,610,  640 
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residence  of  voters,  860,  862 

'«?sidence  of  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  569,  573 

■   resolution    instructing  committees  to. 
report  by  a  certain  day,  '  627 

resolution  to  add  two  members  to  the 
committee  on  accounts  and  expenditures,     959 

962 
salaries  of  judges,  480,489 

schools  in  districts,  818,  821,  822 

standing    committees    of  the  conven- 
tion, 19 
State  boundaries,                                          142 
stockholders  in  banks,               870,  371,  786 
striking   the  word   "  white"  from  the 
constitution,                                                          709 

submission  of  banking  laws  to  the 
people,  773 

suppression  of  debate  upon  removal 
of  convention  from  Iowa  City,  35 

supreme  judges  ;  number  of,  463 

temporary  court  for  trial  of  judges  and 
state  officers,  457 

term  of  office  of  district  judges,  474 

trial  by  jury,  119 

voters  ;  residence  of,  860,  862 

"white";  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion of  word,  709 

CLARKE,  R.  L.  B. 

appointed  upon  committee  on  creden- 
tials, 5 

appointed  upon  committee  in  relation 
to  the  employment  of  a  reporter,  11 

appointed  upon  committee  to  report 
the  number  and  character  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  convention,  20 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
on  the  judicial  department,  22 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  incorporations,  22 

appointed  upon  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  226 

appointed  upon  special  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  219 

appointed  upon  special  committee  in 
relation  to  the  proper  disposition  of  the 
school  fund,  781 

credentials  of,  6 

dissented  from  majority  report  of  com- 
mittee on  the  judicial  department,  116 

gave  notice  of  amendment  of  the  rules,      34 

made  report  from  committee  on  cre- 
dentials, ■  6 
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CLARKE,  R.  L.  B. 

made  report  from  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  reporting  the  debates  of  the  con- 
vention, 28 

made  report  from  the  committee  upon 
the  number  and  character  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  convention,  21 

made  report  from  committee  on  incor- 
porations, 96 

made  report  from  the  committee  on 
incorporations,  upon  resolution  of  inquiry,     215 

made  report  from  the  committee  on 
the  judicial  department,  259 

made  report  from  special  committee 
on  the  bill  of  rights,  631 

made  report  from  special  committee 
on  the  right  of  suffrage,  649 

mileage  of,  1025 

moved  amendment  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  persons  not  citizens,  other  than 
foreigners,  129 

offered  a  provision  in  relation  to  com- 
mon law  in  this  state,  213 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  a  reporter,  10 

offered  a  resolution  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,       39 

offered  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  on  the  right  of  suffrage,       45 

81 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment, 45 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  on  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, 81 

offered  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
manner  of  committees  making  their  re- 
ports, 52 

offered  resolution  in  relation  to  incor- 
porating into  the  journal  resolutions  of 
inquiry,  &c.,  G4 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  elections  and  voters,  80 

offered  resolution  in  relation  to  man- 
ner of  drawing  seats  in  senate  chamber,  82 

presented   petition  that  no  person  be 

disfranchised  on  account  of  color,  115 

remarks  vpon — 

adjournment  sine  die  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  502,  504 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, f,81 

amendment  of  the  rules,  48 


appointment  of  special  committee  on 
basis  of  representation,  G3 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
bill  of  rights,  223,  224,  225,  226 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
the  article  upon  incorporations,  429 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
right  of  suffrage,  218 

apportionment  of  senators,  1011 

apportionment  of  representation,  lOlo,  1016 
basis  of  representation,  554,  555 

biennial  sessions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 513,  560,  562,563 
census  and  apportionment,  1011 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  52,  301,325, 
343,  344,  418,  805,  806 
common  school  system,                     828,  829 
common  law  in  this  state,  213 
compensation  of  board  of  education,      955 
compensation  for  private  property  ta- 
ken for  public  uses,                                           413 
competency  of  witnesses,  1*72,  174,  176,  179 
184,  185,  198,  200,  734 
delay  in   the   publication   of  the  de- 
bates,                                                 494,  496 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,       848,  1002 
distribution  of  the  debates,    7G5,  921,  1005 
elections  to  fill  vacancies,                          801 
election   of   judges   of    the    supreme 
court,                                                           453,  454 
eligibility  to  general  assembly,  527,  528,576 
expenses  of  board   of  education,    951,   965 

966 
filling  vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor,  587 
furnishing  members  with  twenty-five 
daily  newspapers,  23 

furnishing  m^nbers  with  additional 
newspapers,  75 

furaishing  members  with  reports  of 
the  supreme  court,  89,  93 

general  banking,    347,  350,  353,  358,   359 

779 
giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates, 

guaranteeing  to  school  and  university 
funds  all  losses  in  consequence  of  the  fraud 
or  mismanagement  of  state  officers, 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 

impairing  the  right  of  property, 
impeachment  of  state  officers, 
journal — entering  resolutions    of   ia- 
quiry,  &.c.,  upon,  85 
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CLARKE,  R.  L.  B. 

remarks  upon — 

judicial  districts — number  of,  629,  633 

Lee  county — division  of,  lOOO 

liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  364,  368 

370,  789 
lieutenant  governor,  591,  595, 

limitation  of  debate,  362,  500,  501 

limicHtion    of  state  indebtedness,    266,  267 

268,  272 
location  of  state  capitol  and   univer- 
sity, 924,  925 

location  and  change  of  county  seats 

and  boundaries,  535,  5S9,  652 

making  common  schools  free  of  charge,     970 

manner  of  conducting  business  of  the 

convention,  38 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, &c.,  121,  123,  124,  201,  736 
manner  of  electing   supreme  judges.     453 

454 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,  988 
municipal  and  political  corporations 
holding  bank  stock,  289,  290 

natural  rights  of  man,  733 

night  sessions  of  the  convention,       .      573 
number  of  courts,  234,  254,  255,  431 

number  of  judicial  districts,  629,  633 

number  of  judges  of  supreme  court,     448 

463,  466 
number  of  senators  and   representa- 
tives, 553,  576 

oath  to  be  taken  by  members  of  the 
convention,  8 

offering  resolutions  of  inquiry,  33,  86 

office  of  lieutenant  governor,  591,  595 

order  of  business,  216,  217,  220,  223,  284 
285,  878,  880,  886 
personal    and    general    explanation,    1056 

1064 
p  olitical    corporations    holding   bank 
stock,  289,  290 

postage   oi  members   of  the   conven- 
tion, 1050 

postage  upon  future  mail  matter  of  the 
convention,  1055 

powers  of  the  board  of  education,  843,  939 

947 
power  of  the  governor  to  call  special 
sessions  of  the  general  assembly,  584 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,  401 

printing  reports  of  special  committee 
on  bill  of  rights,  655 
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printing  reports  of  special  committee 
on  right  of  suffrage,  660 

printing  journal  and  constitution,  975,  981 

982 

private  property  taken  for  public  uses,  203 
205,  206,  207 

prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  209 

publication  of  debates,  28,  42 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  392 

re-committing  report  of  judiciary  com- 
mittee to  said  committee,  256,  257,  258 

re-committing  report  on  education 
and  school  lands  to  said  committee,       855,  857 

reference  of  article  on  bill  of  rights  to 
special  committee,  223,  224,  225,  226 

reference  of  article  on  right  of  suf- 
frage to  special  committee,  218 

reference  of  article  on  incorporations 
to  special  committee,  429 

reference  of  resolution  of  inquiry  in 
relation  to  word  "white"  in  the  constitu- 
tion, 46 

reference  of  resolution  of  inquiry  to 
committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  86 

removal  of  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  15,  17 

re-organization  of  judicial  districts 
and  courts,  638 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 172,  174,  176,  179, 
184,  185,  198,  200,  784 

repeal  of  banking  laws,    404,  406,  773,  774 

repeal  of  corporations,    110,  111,  115,  152, 
154,  165,  168,  182 

report  of  select  committee  on  incor- 
porations, '?81 

report  of  committee  on  amendments 
to  the  constitution,  612,  616,  618,  620, 

626,  640,  1031,  1032 

residence  of  voters,  863,  868,  870 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  568 

resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  502,  504 

resolution  instructing  committees  to 
report  by  a  stated  time,  627 

rights  of  persons,  other  than  foreign- 
ers, not  citizens,        130,  131,  132,  134,  136,  137 

salaries  of  judges,  480,  485,  489, 

491,  493,  505,  607 

salary  of  lieutenant  governor,  597,  598 

salary  of  State  officers,  555,  578 
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school  fund,  disposition  of, 
size  of  couiitietn. 


special  coniiuittee  ujion  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, G8 
special  conimittee  ou  bill  of  ricbts,       22;>^ 
12:24,  225,  •2-2G 
special    committee    on  rigbt   of   suf- 
frage,                                                                     218 
special  cominittco  on  incorporations,       429 
State  bank  and  branches,                   387,  089 
State  indebtedness,            266,  267,  268,  272 
stockholders  in  banks,      S64,  368,  870,  389 
striking  word   "white"  from   article 
on  militia,                                                     641.  642 
striking  word  "white"  from   consti- 
.   tution,                                                            967,  676 
submission  of  lav  s  to  the  people,            802 
system  of  common  schools,      828,  829,  970 
taxation  of  corporations,                           780 
temporary  court  for   trial  of  judges 
and  state  officers,                                               455 

term  of  office  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor,  ,        586 

time  of  electing  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  515 
vote  upon  the  constitution,                      1055 
vote  of  the  people  upon  the  question 
of  calling  a  convention  to  revise  the  con- 
stitution,                                                lo:u,  1032 

voters,  term  of  residence  in  the  State 
of,  863,  868,  870 

"white,"  striking  from  the  article  on 
militia  the  word,  Oil,  942 

"white,"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  667,  070 

CLARKK,  W.  PENN. 

appointed  to  request  a  clergyman  to 
open  the  convention  with  prayer,  5 

appointed  upon  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  convention 
from  Iowa  city,  6 

appointed  upon  committee  to  draft 
the  rules  of  the  convention,  10 

appointed  upon  committee  upon  re- 
porting and  publishing  the  debates  of  the 
convention,  1 1 

appointeil  npon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  article  upon  the  judicial  de- 
partment, 22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  iiii.-ctlbuieoiis  subjects,  22 


179 
743 

815 

1051 
1048 


990 
6 


20 


20 


848,  1002  appointed  upon  the  committee  to  su- 

800  I  perintend   the  reporting  and  printing  of 
the  debates, 

appointed  upon  committee  on  expen- 
ditures and  accounts, 

appointed  ujion  select  committee  upon 
printing  the  journal  and  constitution, 

appointed  to  certify  the  accounts  of 
W.  Blair  Lord,  and  Luse,  Lane  &  Co.,  for 
reporting  and  publishing  the  debates  of 
the  convention, 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  new  constitution, 

asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
upon  the  committee  ou  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures, 

credentials  of, 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  to 
draft  the  rules  of  the  convention, 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
reporting  and  publishing  the  debates, 

made  report  from  standing  committee 
on  the  judicial  department,        '  115,  260 

made  minority  report  from  the  stand- 
ing committee  upon  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, 116 

made  report  from  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee upon  the  number  of  judicial  dis- 
tricts, and  the  re-organization  of  courts, 
&c.,  628 

made  report  from  the  special  com- 
mittee upon  printing  the  journal  and  con- 
stitution, 972 

moved  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  draft  the  rules  of  the  convention,  10 

moved  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  be 
sent  for  proper  person  to  administer  oaths 
to  members  of  the  convention,  0 

moved  to  admit  the  reporter  of  the 
Iowa  Republican  to  the  floor  of  the  con- 
vention, 19 

moved  to  refer  the  several  articles  of 
the  constitution  to  tiieir  apjiropriato  com- 
mittees, 23 

moved  to  print  two  thousand  copies  of 
the  debates  of  the  convention,  67 

moved  to  amend  the  rules  so  that  the 
reports  of  the  standing  committees  should 
be  read  severally  three  times  on  three  dif- 
ferent days,  87,  118 

moved  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  ilic  new  constitution,  1048 
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CLARKE,  W.  PENN. 

nominated  Samuel  C.  Trowbridge,  ser- 
geant-at-arms^ro  tern  of  the  convention, 

nominated  Francis  Springer  for  Pres- 
ident of  the  convention, 

oifered  a  provision  concerning  the 
prohibition  of  intoxicating  liquors,         139,  209 

ofl'ered  provision  concerning  the  regis- 
tering of  the  voters  in  this  State,  868 

offered  resolution  to  proceed  to  the 
election  of  officers  of  the  convention,  6 

offered  resolution  to  employ  John 
Teesdale  to  print  one  hundred  copies  of 
the  constitution,  11,  20 

offered  resolution  to  furnish  members 
•with  the  "  constitutions  of  the  States,"  20 

offered  resolution  to  print  two  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  rules  of  the  convention,       23 

offered  resolution  to  employ  John 
Teesdale  to  do  the  incidental  printing  of 
the  convention,  -'■* 

»  offered  resolution  to  appoint  John 
Quaintance  assistant  fireman  to  the  con- 

9-1 
vention,  ^^ 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  article  upon  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, ^S 

offered  resolution  to  suppress  the  de- 
bate upon  the  subject  of  removal  of  con- 
vention from  Iowa  Giiy,  35 

offered  resolution  concerning  the  arti- 
cle upon  the  right  of  suffrage,  39 

offered   resolution    calling   upon    t 
Secretary  of   State   for   information  con 
cerning  the  judicial  districts  of  this  State,      40 

offered  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  special  committee  upon  the  subject  of 
basis  of  representation,  62 

offered  resolution  for  the  translating 
and  printing  the  constitution  in  German,        743 

offered  a  resolution  requiring  the 
secretary  of  the  convention  to  prepare  an 
enrolled  copy  of  the  journal  to  be  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,     758 

offered  resolution  concerning  the  com- 
pensation of  the  chaplain,  760 

offered  resolution  concerning  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  debates,  762,  766 

offered  resolution  concerning  the  mail- 
ing of  slips  of  debates  to  members,  after 
adjournment,  1003 

offered  resolution  of  thanks  to  t  re- 
porters, 1034 


PAGE 

remarks  upon — 
addition  of  two  members  to  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts  and  expenditures,         958, 

959,  9G1,  962 
adjourning  over  to  Monday,,  507 

age  of  members  ol  board  of   educa- 
tion, 938 

appointment  of  committee  on  chari- 
table institutions,  \\% 
apportionment  of  representation,          1013, 

1014,  1015 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 561 
bill  of  rights,             '  103 
board  of  education,                    723,  732,  744 
city  and  county  indebtedness,       50,  51,  52, 
804,  805,   309,   886,   344,  415,  417 
418,  421,  424,  425,  426,  427,  776,  805  " 
classification   of    the  judges    of    the 
supreme  court,                                                     472 
common  law  in  this  state,  214 
common  school  system,              826,  827,  833 
compensation  of  the  chaplain,          760,  761 
compensation  of  members  of  board  of 
education,                                                     953,  957 

compensation  of  secretary  of  state 
for  distributing  Greene's  reports,         1048,  1049 

compensation  of  secretary  for  dis- 
tributing the  journal,  985 

compensation  of  secretary  for  prepa- 
ring an  enrolled  copy  of  the  journnl,  877 
competency  of  witnesses,  178,  196,  734,  735 
contracts   for   state   indebtedness   in 
certain  cases  to  be  void,                 273,  281,  282 
conduct  of  first  messenger,  276 
delay  in  the  publication  of  debates,         495 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,  994  . 
distribution  of  the  debates,     761,  762,  851, 
917,  918,  919,  921,  922,  1004 
distribution   of    the    constitution    in 
German,                                                         983,  984 
drawing  seats  in  senate  chamber,  82 
election  of  judges  and  other  officers,       805 
entering  at    large  upon  journal,   re- 
ports, resolutions,  &c.,  85 

filling  vacancy  in  the  office  of  gover- 
nor, 587 

first  election  of  county  officers,  &c., 
under  the  new  constitution,  966 

furnishing  members  of  the  convention 
with  acts  of  the  general  assembly  of,  1855 
an  dl856,  19 

furnishing  members  with  daily  news- 
papers, 23,  26 
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furnishing  State   historical    society 
with  daguerreotypes  of  members  of  the  con- 
vention, 574 

furnishing  members  with  slips    of  de- 
bates, G9 

furnishing  members  with    the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court,  88,  89,  90 

general  banking,  346,  791,  792 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  .         1027 


giving  magistrates  jurisdiction  of  of- 
fences less  than  felony,  125 

granting  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  when 
applied  for  according  to  law,  125 

Greene's  reports  of  the  supreme  court; 
purchase  of,  lOol,  1052,  1053 

guaranteeing  to  school  and  university 
funds  losses  from  mismanagement  or  fraud 
of  state  officers,  277,278 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  con- 
vention, 573,  814 

issuing  of  paper  money  by  other  than 
banks,  403,  404 

jurisdiction  of  district  courts,  460 

jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,         810 
liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  363,  864, 

366,  789 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness,  267, 

272, 277 
location  and  removal  of  county   seats 
and  boundaries  by  general  assembly,  552 

location  of  public  lands  by  the  state,       801 
location  of  seat  of  government  for  the 
state,  926 

location  of  state  university,  838,  926 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions. 121,  123 
manner  of  electing  supreme  judges,  450,  452 
mileage  and  per  diem   of  members   of 
the  general  assembly,                               528,  520 
night  sessions  of  the  convention,     673,  814 
nomination  for  first  messenger,  7 
nomination  for  second  messenger,  8 
nomination  for  reporter,                               12 
number  of  courts,              227,  228,  243,  253 
254,  255,  438,  44'-^ 
443,  408,469 
number  of  judges  of  supreme  court,       447 
458,  402,405 
number  of  judicial  districts,            509,029 
number  of  senators   and    representa- 
tives,                                                          542,  553 
offering     resolutions  of  enquiry,              32 


office  of  lieutenant  governor,  592 

order  of  business,  216,  217,  221,  286 

288,  329,  430,  882,  888 
pardoning  power  of  the  governor,  589 

personal  and  general    explanation,         1061 
political  parties  upon  the   question  of 
slavery,  888 

postponing  consideration  of  report 
upon  the  legislative  department,  219 

postage  of  members  of  the  convention,  1051 
powers  of  board  of  education,  944 

power  of  governor  to  call  extra  ses- 
sions of  the  legislature,  584 

power  of  governor  in  board  of  educa- 
tion, 845 

preparing  enrolled  copy  of  journal  to 
be  deposited  in  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state,  758 

printing  the  constitution  and  journal,     814 
815,  973,  974,975,  979 
printing  reports  of    special  committee 
on  bill  of  rights.  654 

printing  reports  of  special  committee 

on  right    of  suffrage,  660 

prosecuting  attorneys,  475 

provision  for  rendering  void    certain 

contracts  with  the  state,  274,  280,  281,  282 

publication  of  the  debates  of  the  con-    - 
vention,  22,  27,  43,  55,  50,  58,  69 

purchasing  Greene's  reports  of  the  su- 
preme court,  1051,1052,1053 

recommitting  report  on  education  and 
school  lands  to  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject, 857 

reference  of  resolution  of  enquiry  to 
committee  on  judicial  department,  66 

reference  of  report  of  the  article  on 
the  bill  of  rights  to  a  special  committee,         226 

reference  of  the  article  on  the  right 
of  suffrage,  to  a  special  committee,  219 

religious  tests  and  competency  of 
witnesses,  178,  196,  734,  785 

removal  of  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  11,12,14,16,18, 

reorganization  of  judicial  districts  and 
courts,  460,  607,  635,  686 

repeal  of  banking  laws,  504,  773 

repeal  of  corporations,      105,  108,  145,  158 
100,  101,  408,  409 
report  of  the    committee  on   amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,         603,  013,  611,  618 
660,  621,  639,  640 
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■  JTiV. ^ — 

residence  of  members    of  general    as- 
sembly, 5G8.   1015 
residence  of  voters,    860,  8G1,  862,  864,  870 
resolution  to    add    two    members    to 
committee  on  accounts  and  expenditures,      958 

959,  961,  962 
resolution  to  employ  John    Teesdale 
to  print  one  hundred  copies  of  the    con- 
stitution, 

rights  of  denizens  ;  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes,  131,  134,  137 

salaries  of  judges,  479,  481,  485,  487 

489,  491,  493,  506 
salaries  of  state  ofiicers,  555 

sessions  of  board  of  education,  825 

size  of  counties,  798,  800 

striking  the  word  "white"  from  the 
constitution,  665,  666,  675,  680,  888, 

state  bank  and  branches,  373,  859 

special  legislation,  575 

submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  803 

substitution  of  Cushing's  manual  for 
Jefi"erson's  manual  as  the  standard  of  par- 
liamentary laws  for  the  convention,  24 

suppression  of  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  the  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  35 

temporary  court  for  the  trial  judges 
and  state  officers,  457,  458 

term  of  office  of  district  judges,      472,  473 
term  of  office  of  supreme  judges,  471 

trial  by  jury,  119 

uniform  operation  of  general  laws,  532 

use  of  private  property  for  roads,  128 

vote  upon  the  constitution,  1054 

veto  power  of  the  governor,  525,  667 

'•  white,"  in  constitution  ;  resolution 
to  strike  out  the  word,  6G5,  666,  675 

680,  888 
Classification  of  members  of  the  board 
of  education,  78 

of  judges  of  the  supreme  court,       115,   259 

449,  472 
of  senators,  83,  518,  551 

remarks  of —  •> 

Mr.  Gillaspy,  520 

Gower,  520 

Harris,  518,  520,  523 

Johnston,  523 

Palmer,  517 

Parvin,  516,  517,  519 

Scott,  518,  510 

Traer,  516,  517,  520,  522,  523 

Young,  516,  521 
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Clearman,  George  ;  apppointed  assis- 
tant messenger  pro  tern,  5 
elected  assistant  messenger,  8 
rate  oiper  diem  of.  760 
amount  oi  per  diem  of,  1050 
Clerks  of  courts,  116,  260 
Collar,  Charles  B.  ;  resolution  of 
thanks  to,                                                            1034 

Collection  of  taxes;  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to,  48 

Collection  of  taxes  ;  provision  in  re- 
lation to,  '  84,  531 

Commissions  to  be  sealed  with  the  great 
seal  ofthe  state,  77,  588 

Committees  of  the  convention;  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  the,  10,  19 

Committee  on  accounts  and  expendi- 
tures, (special)  741, 743 

Committee  upon  the  basis  of  represen- 
tation ;   (special)  appointment  of  62,  74 


remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

63 

Hall, 

62 

Harris, 

62,  63 

Johnston, 

62 

Parvin, 

63 

Solomon, 

63 

Traer, 

63 

Committee  upon  the 

bill  of 

rights  ; 

(special)  appointment  of. 

223 

remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Bunker, 

223,  225 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

223,  224, 

Hall, 

223, 

224,  225 

Harris, 

224 

Johnston, 

223,  226 

Marvin, 

226 

Parvin, 

224 

Patterson, 

225 

Todhunter, 

223 

Wilson, 

224 

Committee  on  credentials,  (special)  5 

Committee  upon  distribution  of  de- 
bates, (special)  766,  780 

Committee  to  ascertain  the  delay  in 
printing  tne  debates,  (special)  496 

Committee  upon  incorporations,  (spe- 
cial) 648,  773 

Committee  on  printing  the  journal, 
(special)  815 

Committee  on  reporting,  (special)  11 
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Committee  on  the    right  of  sufiFrage  ; 
(special)  appointment  of,  217 

remarks   of—~ 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  218 

Eihvards,  218 

Gillaspy,  218 

Hall,  218 

Ilarrip,  218 

Palmer,  218 

Skiff,  217 

^Varren,  218 

Committee  on  rules  of  the  convention 
(special),  10 

Committees,  standing;  appointment  of,  21,  22 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  22 

bill  of  rights,  21 

education  and  school  lands,  22 

executive  department,  21 

incorporations,  22 

judicial  department,  22 

legislative  department,  21 

militia,  22 

miscellaneous  subjects,  22 

right  of  suffrage,  21 

schedule,  22 

state  debts,  21 

Common  pleas,   court  of;    resolution  of 
inquiry  in  relation  to,  G12 

Common  school  fund;  disposition  of,     78,  744 
771,  825,  697,  922,  991,  1001 
remarkt  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  848,  1002 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  994 

Gillaspy,  840,  993,  994 

Gower,  744,  772,  850,  1001 

Hall,  *     772,  994,  lOOl 

Harris,  848 

Johnston,  846,  847,  850 

Marvin,  lOOl 

Palmer,  8lG 

Skiff,  847 

Solomon,  848,  972,  992,  1003 

Todhunter,  84  9 

Traer,  847,  lOOl,  loo:i 

Wilson,  99;! 

Common  schools,  establishment  of  a 
system  of,  78,  770,  81G,  825,  95G 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  828,  829 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  82G,  827,  83:{ 

Edwards,  834 

Ells,  818,  830,  832,  9G8,  971 

Gibson,  770,  81G,  823 
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Gillaspy,  824,  825,  826, 

827,  829,  832,  833 
Gower,  816,  830 

Hall,  .      827,  830,  831,  835 

Marvin,  825,  827,  837 

Parvin,  835 

Scott,  830,  831 

Skiff,  828,  830 

Wilson,  953,  965,  969 

Common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge,      968 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  970 

Ells,  968,  971 

Gillaspy,  968 

Hall,  968,  969 

Marvin,  968,  969 

Parvin,  971 

Skiff,  969 

Traer,  970,  971 

Wilson,  969 

Common   schools,    to  bo  kept  up  in 
each  school  district  three  months,     78,  77u,  816 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakeo,  818,  821,  822 

Gibson,  770,  816,  823 

Gillaspy,  824 

Gower,  816 

Hall,  819,  822,  824 

Harris,  817,  822 

Marvin,  819 

Palmer,  823 

Scott,  817 

Skiff,  816,  818 

Todhunter,  816,  817,  822 

Traer,  819 

Commutations,  governor  to  have  pow- 
er to  grant,  75,  586 
Compensation  of  reporter,  26 
Compensation  of  printers  of  debates,        26 
Compensation    nf  members    of  board 
of  education,                                        79,  772,  825 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,                                    955 
Clarke  of  Johnson,                         953,  957 
'      Hall,                                             956,  962,  964 
Marvin,                                                         964 
Parvin,                                                       962 
Scott,                                                         955 
Skiff,                                                          957 
Wilson,                                              953,  963 
Compensation  of  the  chaplain,                780 
Compensation  of  the  President  of  the 
convention,                                                            760 
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Compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the 
conveation,  for  distributing  the  journal, 
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985, 
1005 


877 


1051 


Compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the 
convention  for  enrolling  the  journal, 

Compensation  of  the  enrolling  clerk, 
for  enrolling  the  constitution, 

Compensation  of  reporter  for  superin- 
tending the  printing,  and  indexing  the 
debates,  761,  921 

Compensation  of  the  secretary  ofstate 
for  sundry  services,  1051 

Compensation  for  the  use  of  private 
property,  97,  126,  202,  412,  420 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  126,  127,  128 

Clarke  of  Henry,  203,  205,  206,  207, 


Emerson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Peters, 

Scott, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 

Warren, 

Wilson, 
Winchester, 


206 

127,  205 
205,  206 

128,  206 
126,  128,  202,  204 

204 
204 
127 
128,  204 
207 
203,  205,  207 
203 


Compensation,    extra   to  contractors, 

public  agents,  &c.,  38,  84,  539,  551 

Competency  of  witnesses,  99, 

172,  179,  651,  734 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  199 

Clarke  of  Alamakee,  199 

Clarke  of  Henry,         172,    174,  176,  179, 

184,  185,  198,  200,  734 

Clarke  of  Johnson,        178,  196,  734,  735 

Edwards,  187,  188,  190 

Ells,  •  175 

Gibson,  195 

Gillaspy,  172,  174,  176,  184, 

185,    186,    188,  195 

Hall,         172,  174,  176,  178, 189, 190,  735 

Harris,  174,  180,  184,  186,  188 

Johnston,  200 

Palmer,  735 

Parvin,  176 

Peters,  198,  199 

Scott,  735 1 

Skiff,  172 

Wilson,  180,  185,  186,  194  I 
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Conard,    Willis,    nominated    for   first 
messenger,  7 

nominated  for  second  messen^-er  8 

appointed  paper  folder,  95 

rate  of  per  diem  of,  7(39 

appointed  to   forward  mail  matter 
to  members  of  the  convention,  1012 

amount  of  per  diem  of,  1051 

Congress,  first  election  under  new  con- 
stitution of  members  of,  914^  ggg 
Congressional  districts,  formation  of,  84,  549 
Contractors,  extra  compensation  to,         38, 

84,  539,  551 
Contracts  for  state  indebtedness  be- 
yond constitutional  provision  to  be  void,       273 

280 
remarks  of—~ 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  273,  281,  282 

Hail,  275, 282 

Ilarris,  274^  28I 

Marvin,  283 

Palmer,  274,  281,  283 

Parvin,  28O 

Solomon,  284 

Traer,  28O 

Wilson,  282,  283 

Constables,  resolution  of  inquiry  con- 
cerning duties  of,  48 

Constitutional  appointment  of  stand- 
ing committees  upon,  22 

Constitution,  provisions  in  reLtion  to 
future  amendments  of, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  605 

Clarke  ol  Alamakee,  607, 

608,  609,  610,  640 

Clarke  of  Henry,  612,616,618,620, 

626,  640,  1031,  1032 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  603,616,617, 

618,  620,   621 

Gibson,  603,  612,  615 

618,  623,  626,  1032 

Gillaspy,  CO1,  607,  608,  609 

Gower,  615 

Hall,  615,  617,  616,  621 

622,  623,  624,  625 

1031,  1032 

Harris,  604,  606,  613,  614 

1031,  1032 

Marvin,  619,  620,  1031 

Palmer,  6II,  626,639,  640 

Parvin,  622 

Scott,  606 
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Constitution  ;  prorision  in  relation  to 
future  amendments  of, 

rci?iiirlcs  of — 

Solomon,  Gil,  1031 

Traer,  G04,  60Y,  C24,  G25,  639 

Wilson,  GIO,  61G,  619,  620 

621,  622,  623,  625 

626,  1031,  1032 

Winchester,  G03,  604 

Constitution  :  manner    of  taking  the 

vote  upon  the  new,  915,  998 

Contested  elections  for  governor   and 

lieutenant  governor,  '76,  580 

Contested  elections  for    members   of 


the  general  assembly, 

83 

524 

Convention ;       assembled 

in     court 

room  at  Iowa  City, 

5 

night  sessions  of. 

573,  780 

813 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Chirk,  of  Alamakee, 

813 

Clarke,  of  Henry, 

5V3 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

572, 

814 

Gillaspy, 

813 

Harris, 

818 

Johnston, 

813 

Palmer, 

5V3 

Solomon, 

573 

Todhunter, 

813 

Wilson, 

573,  813 

814 

of, 


Convention;  removal  from  Iowa  City 
remarks  of — 


5,12 


Mr.  Ayres, 

16 

Bunker, 

14 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

17 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

15,  17 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

11,12 

14 

16,  18 

Edwards, 

18,  20 

Ells, 

11 

J  2,  13 

Emerson, 

17,  18 

Ciillaspy, 

18 

Gower, 

16 

Hall, 

13, 

15, 

17,  IS 

Harris, 

17,  18 

Johnston, 

11 

Tarvin, 

13,17 

Patterson, 

16,  17 

Todhunter, 

12 

Traer, 

12,10 

Wilson, 

17,  18 

Convention;  provision  in  relation  to 

calling  a,  34,  86,  603,)|10ol 

Corporations;  powers  of,  96,  289 

Corporations  ;  repeal  of,    104,  143,  407,  420,  649 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  165 

Clark  of  Alamakee,       106,  107,  111,  113 

114,  156,  411 

Clarke  of  Henry,  110,  111,  115,  152 

164,  165,  168,  182 

Clarke  of  Johnson,         105,  108,  145,  158 

160,  161,  408,  409 

Edwarjg,  150 

Harris,  109,  114,  156,  163,  407 

Palmer,  104,  105,  171,  411,  412 

Parvin,  109 

Peters,  144,  145 

Price,  151 

Scott,  104 

Skiff,  164,  168,  407,408 

Solomon,'  161 

Traer,  145,  409 

Wilson,  105,  106,  lOY,  111,  114,  153 

155,  160,  161,  407,  408,  409 

Winchester,  158 

Corporations ;    political   and  municipal 

corporations — [see  municipal  and  political 

corporations.] 

Corporations ;    state   not  to    become  a 
stockholder  in,  96,  287,  648,  773 

Corporations  for   pecuniary  purposes  to 
be  taxed,  38,  96,  284,  415,  648,  773,  779 

COTTON,  AYLETT  R. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  bill  of  rights,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  schedule,  22 
credentials  of,  6 
leave  of  absence  granted  to,                        87 
remarks  upon  the  report  upon  the  dis- 
tribution of  powers,                                              37 
Countersigning  of  bank  bills,         96,  344,  775 
County  business  ;   resolution  of  inquiry 
in  relation  to,                                                          48 

County  boundaries  and  seats  ;  changing 
of  by  the  legislature,  48,  532,  551,  556 


ConventioQ ;  time    of    daily  meeting 
of,  64,1181 


remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 


533,  536,  537 
552,  565 
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Clarke  of  Henry,  535,  539,  552 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  552 

Gillaspy,  534 

Hall,  535,  538 

Marvin,  532,  533,  535,  552 

Peters,  556 

Scott,  533 

Solomon,  534 

Traer,  533,  534,  537 

County  and  city  indebtedness  ;  provision 

in  relation  to,  96,  290,  329,  415 

421,  ne,  805,  812 


remarks   of — 
Mr.  Ayres, 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 


291,  292,  297 

51,  318,  824,  418 

421,  423,  425,  426 

427,  777,  808 

Clarke  of  Henry,      52,  301,  325,  343 

344,  418,  805,  806 

Clarke  of  Johnson,      50,  51,  52,  304,  305 

809,336,344,415,417 

418,    421,    424,    425 

426,    427,    776,  805 

Edwards,        293,  295,  300,  301,  304,  306 

816,  330,  335,  421,422 

423,  425,  776,  806,  812 

Ells,  322 

Emerson,  51,  297,  315,  316,  317,  318,  812 

Gibson,  414,  810 

Gillaspy,  294,  307,  328,  416 

421,  777,  778,  805 

Gower,  290,  294 

Gray,  297 

Hall,  51,  52,  292,  293,  299,  302,  303,  305 

307,  313,  314,  324,  344,  327 

328,  332,  343,  421,  426,  806 

Harris,  291,  301.  30G,  313,  329.  425 

Johnston,  51,  291,  302,  342,  343,  426,  776 


Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Price, 

Scott, 

Skiff, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Warren, 

Wilson, 

Young, 


290,  297,  312,  423 

298 

305,  307,  314,  425 

297 

317,  318,  417,  805 

335 

313,  425 

290,  311,  415,  42.5,  427,  808 


County   officers  ;    resolution  of    inquiry 
in  relation  to  election  of,  48 

first  election  of  under  the  new  consti- 
tutioQ  914, 966 

Counties;  size  of,  216,  294,  648,  798 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  800 

Clarke  of  Henry,  800 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  798.  800 

Emerson,  800 

Scott,  799,  800 

County  taxes ;   resolution  of  inquiry  in 
relation  to  assessment  of,  48 

legislature  to  pass  no  special    laws  for 
assessment  and  collection  of,  84,  531 

County  ;  terra  of  residence  of  members 
of  the  general  assembly  in,  83,  516,  55*7 

567,  1015 
remarks  of-~ 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  569,  573 

Clarke  of  Henry,  568 

Clarice  of  Johnson,  568,  1015 

Edwards,  571 

Gower,  568 

Gray,  567 

Parvin,  571 

Solomon,  567,  570,  571,  572 

Traer,  557,  568,  572 

County  ;   term  of  residence  of  voters  in,       36 

860,  870 

remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  860,  862 

Clarke  of  Hmry,  863,  868,  870 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  860,  861,  862,  864,  870 

Edwards,  866 

Gibson,  867 

Gillaspy,  860 

Harris,             .  860,  8Q4,  867 

Marvin,  867 

Palmer,  867 

Price,  863 

Scott,  865 

Solomon,  861 


Court  of  common    pleas  ;    resolution  of 
inquiry  in  relation  to  establishment  of,  642 

Courts— [See  district  court  and  supreme 
311,  776,  778  I  court.] 
421,  775,  776,  777  I      Courts   to    contnue    pending    business 

52    under  the  new  co  isiitution,  914,  996 

309,  327,  328,  416,  422  |      Courts  of  justice;    resolution  of  inquiry 

421   ii  relation  to  practice  in,  48 


20 


INDEX. 


■m 


PAGK. 


Courts  ;  number  of,      115,  228,  259,  430,  4G7 
remarJcs  of — 


Clark  of  Alamakee, 

238,  436,  441 

442,  4T1 

Clarke  of  Ilenvy, 

234,  254,  255,  431 

Clarke  of  JoLnsoii, 

227, 228,  243,  253 

554,  255,  438,  442 

443,  468,469 

Gibsou, 

444 

Gillaspy, 

443 

Gower, 

254,  445 

Hall, 

227,  229,  246 

255,  434,  438 

Harris, 

231,  254,  469,  470 

Johnston, 

439, 444 

Palmer, 

242,  251,  431 

437,  442,  443 

Peters, 

241,  249,  442,  444 

467,  468,  470 

Scott, 

435 

Skiff, 

228,  229 

Solomon, 

252,  467,  470 

Traer, 

444 

Wilson, 

236,  250,  255 

430,  434,  440,  441 

■Winchester, 

445 

Courts  ;    re-organization    of  judicial 
districts  and,  166,  260,  4G0,  5U7,  628 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,       460,  635,  636,  637 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson 
Hall, 
Palmer, 
Wilson, 
Credentials  ;  appointment  of  commit- 
tee on, 

report  of  committee  on. 
Crimes;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  punishment  of, 

Criminal   and  cipil   cases;  resolution 
of  enquiry  in  relation  to  change  of  venue  in 
Criminal  prosecutions,    kc.\    manner 
of  convicting,  W,W,  119,201,  73c, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee,  120,  122,  737 


638 

460,  507,  635,  636 

637 

460 

507,  636 


48 


48 


Claike  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Harri?. 


121, 123 

124,  201,  736 

121,  123 

120,  122,  123,  730 

119,  120 

123.  736.  737 


201 
122 
122    I 
201    j 
122    \ 
740 


Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Parviu,  120, 

Skifl-, 

Solomon, 

Wilson,  121,  124,  738, 

Currency  ;  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  standing  committee  upon,         10 

Cushing's  Manual;  substitute  for  Jef- 
ferson's Manual/^as  the  standard  of  parlia- 
mentary practice  in  the  convention, 

D 

Daguerreotypes  of  members  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  State  Historical  Society,  574 

Daily  meeting  of  the  Convention; 
time  of,  04,  113 

Davenport ;  invitation  for  removal  of 
convention  to  the  city  of,  5 

appointment  of  committee  upon  prop- 
osition of,  5 

report   of  committee    upon    proposi- 
tion of,  12 
DAY,  TIMOTHY 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,  21 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  future  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, 22 

mileage  of,  1026 

signed  minority  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  future  amendments  to  the  con- 
stiiution,  80 

remarks  %ipon — 

Lee  county  ;  division  of,  1000 

mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,     989 
repeal  of  banking  laws,  406 

salaries  of  judges,  488,  504 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  in  relation  to  report- 
ing and  publishing  the,  11 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  superintend  the  re- 
porting and  publishing  of,  27,  179 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  delay  in  publishing,  496 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  upon  the 
manner  of  distributing,  •    776,780 

Debates  of  the  convention,  761,  850 

917.  972,  10  04 
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remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  617 

Clark  of  Alamakee,     765,  920,  1004, 1005 

Clarke  of  Henry,  765,921,1005 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  761,762,851 

917,  918,  919 

921, 922,  1004 

Gibson,  764 

GiUaspy,  764,  852,  917,  974 

Gower,  763,  918,  922 

Hall,  918,  919,  920 

Harris,  852 

Marvin,  765,  853,  918,  921 

Palmer,  763,  765,  766,  917 

Skiff,  764,  917,  920,  1004 

Solomon,  762,  764,  018,  920 

Todhunter,  761,  763,  853 

917,  919,  921,  1005 

Traer,  763,  852,   853 

918,920,1001 

Warren,  1005 

Wilson,  761,  763 

Winchester,  761,  763,  766 

850,  851,  852 

Young,  852,  917 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  form  and 

size  of,  26,  53 

Debates  of  the  convention ;  editors  of 
papers  to  be  given  a  copy  of,  1026 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  1027,  1028 

Clarke  of  Henry,  1027 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  1027 

Gibson,  1027 

Gillaspy,  1026 

Gower,  1027 

Gray,  1027 

Hall,  1026,  1027,  1028 

Harris,  1027 

Palmer,  1027 

Parvin,  1027 

Patterson,  1027 

Skiff,  1027 

Todhunter,  1027 

Wilson,  1026 
Debates  of  the  convention  ;  proofs  to 

be  furnished  to  members,  20,  53 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  publica- 
tion of,  26,  53,  68,  179 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  28,  44,  56 

Clarke  of  Henry,  28,  42 


Page 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  22,27,43 

55,  56,  58,  69 

Ells,  27,  41,  42,  57,  67 

Emerson,  go 

Gillaspy,  67 

Hall,  27,  54,  57 

Harris,  41,  45,  55 

Johnston,  44,  54,  58 

Palmer,  67 

Parvin,  41,  44,  54 

Peters,  57,  58 

Price,  42 

Solomon,  55 

Todhunter,  59 

Traer,  40,  41,  42 

43,  54,  67,  71 

Warren,  27   28 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  report  of 

the  committee  on  a  reporter  of  the,  12 

Debates  of  the  convention ;  report  of 
the  committee  upon  publishing  the,  26 

Debates  of  the  convention  ;  members 

to  be  furnished  with  slips  of,  26,  53,  68,  179 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  09 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  29,  67,  70,  72 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  G9 

Edwards,  68,  71 

Gillaspy,  70,  73 

Gower,  28   29   73 

Hall,  29,  68,  70,  73 

Harris,  28,  68,  70,  179 

Marvin,  179 

Palmer,  28,  29,  68 

Parvin,  70 

Traer,  og^  tji 

Wilson,  71 

Winchester,  09 

Young,  28,  29 

Debt ;  provision  in  relation  to  impris- 

onmcHt  for,  99,  129,  207 

Debts ;  state,  (see  indebtedness  of  the 
state.) 

Denizens  ;  persons  not  citizens,  other 
than  foreigners,  129,  l3o 

remarks  of — 
.Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  130,  131,  132 

134,  136,  137 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  131,  134,  137 

Gillaspy,  130,  131,  132,  133 

Hall,  130,  131,  132 

134,  135,  136 
Harris,  ISO,  133,  136 

Marvin,  132 
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Skiff, 

Todhunter, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 


PAGE. 

134 

136 

132,  136 

135, 136 


Des  Moines  ;    location   of  the   capi- 

tol  at,  88,  877,  922,  1017 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  934 

Chirk  of  Alamakee,  928 

Clarke  of  Henrj,  924,925 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  926 

Edwards,  877,  930 

Gillaspy,  877 

Gower,  922,  925 

Hall,  877,  931 

Harris,  926 

rainier,  877,  B38 

Traer,  1017 

Winchester,  1017 

Disposition  of  the  school  fund,    78,  744,  771 

826,  697,  922,  991,  lOOl 

remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henrj-, 
Cl.irke  of  Johnson, 
Gillaspy, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Marvin, 
Palmer, 
Skiff, 
Solomon, 
Todhunter, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 


848,  1002 

994 

849,  993,  994 

744,  772,  850,  1001 

772,  994,  1001 

848 

846,  847,  850 

100 

847 

84G 

848,  972,  992,  1003 

849 

847,  1001,  1003 

993 


Distribution  of  powers  and  the  leg- 
islative department;  appointmentof  stand- 
ing committee  upon,  10,19,21 

resolution  of  enquiry  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  upon,  33 

report  from  the  standing  committee 
upon,  37 

third  reading  of  the  article  upon,  1008 

yeas  and  nays  upon  fiual  j)assage  of 
article  upon,  101 2^ 

District  attorneys  ;  provision  in  relation 
to  election  of  S8,  260 

first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion of,  014,  99  0 

District  courta;  clerks  and  report- 
ers of,  116,  260 

jurisdiction  of,  16,  259,  465,  459 

manner  of  electing,  115,  259,  4^5 


PAGE 

District  Judges  ;  first  election    under 
thenew  constitution  of,  914,  006 

impeachment  of,  83,  551,  574 

salaries  of  84,  116,  259,  478,  504 

550, 565, 578 


remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 


Clarke  of  Johnson 

Day, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Emerson, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gray, 

Hall 

Harris, 

Marvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

Winchester, 


480,489 

480,485,  489,491 

493,  505,507 

479,  481,  585,  487 
489,  491,498,  506 

488,  504 
488 
487 
486 
481 

480,  482,  493,  506 

481,  504,  505,  606 
480,  481,  483,  484 

486,  491,  505,  506,  507 

479,483,^^84 

482,483 

505 

485,  487 

506 

479,  483 

479,  484,  490,  491 

493,  506 

481 


District  judges;  term  of  ofiice  of,    115,  259 

435,  472 
trial  of,  IIG,  260,  467 

vacancies  in  office  of,  116,  200 

Districts  ;  formation  of  congression- 
al, representative  and  senatorial,  84,  549 

Districts  for  judicial  purposes;  num- 
ber of,  115,259,450,475 

508,  628 
rejnarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 


Gibson, 

Gower, 

Harris, 

Parviu, 

Patterson, 

Price, 

Skiff, 

Wilson, 

Winchester, 

Young, 


629,  630 
629, 633 
509, 629 
631 
634 
475 
475,  509,  032,  634 
630 
655 
620 
631 
634 
633 
632,  634 
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Districts  for  judicial  purposes  ;    plan 
of,  8*74 

reorganization  of,        116,  260,  4G0,  507,  628 
remarks  of — 


638 

4G0,  507,  635,  63G 

637 

460 

£07,  636 


48 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnsftn 
Hall, 
Palmer, 
Wilson, 
Divorces;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  re 
lation  to  the  granting  of. 

Divorces;    provision   in    relation    to 
granting,  84,  530 

Documents  furnished  to  members  of 
the  convention — 

abstract  of  each  county  in  the  state,        34 

apts  of  the  legislature  of  1855-56,       10,  19 

code  of  Iowa,  10 

constitutions  of  the  states,  20 

list  of  organized  counties  in  the  state,       26 

newspapers,  10,  23 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  74,  75,  76 

Clarke  of  Henry,  23,  75 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  23,  26 

Gillaspy,  75 

Hal',  23,  25 

Harris,  25 

Johnston,  10 

Palmer,  23,  25 

Todhunter,  75 

Traer,  25,  75 

Wilson, 

Documents  furnished  to  members  of 

the  convention — 

Parker's  sectional  map, 
reports  of  the  supreme  court, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 


Winchester, 

Young, 
Documents    furnished    to    members ; 
resolution  to  return  to  secretary  of  state, 

Door-keeper,  Francis  Thompson,  elec- 
ted, 

rate  of  per  diem  of, 
amount  of  per  diem  of. 
Drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber, 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Emerson, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Palmer, 

Peters, 

Skiff, 

Todhunter, 

Warren, 

Wilson, 
Dueliin 


90 
90 


990 

7 

759 

1050 

,       81 

82 
82 
81 
82 
81,  £2 
82 
82 
82 
82 
82 
81 
provision  in  relation  to,    99,  118 

E 

Editors  and  reporters  to  be  admitted 

to  the  floor  of  the  convention,  19 

Editors  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 


Emerson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Scott, 

Solomon, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 


91,  94 

89,  93 
88,  89,  90 
88,  89,  93 

88 

90,  91 
88 

88,  89,  91,  92,  93 

88,  89,92 

94 

88,  89 

90 

96 

89 
91,  92,  93 


of  the  debates, 

1026 

remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

1027 

,  1028 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

1027 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

1027 

Gibson, 

1027 

Gillaspy, 

1026 

Gower, 

1027 

Gray, 

1027 

Hall, 

1026,  1027 

,  1028 

Harris, 

1027 

Palmer, 

1027 

Parvin, 

1027 

Patterson, 

1027 

Skiff, 

1027 

Todhunter, 

1027 

Wilson, 

1026 

Education  ;  board  of,  establishment  of 
board  of  39,  78,  720,  743 

766,  815,  871,  934 
nmarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  723,  732,  744 

Edwards,  943 

Ells,  VSI,  757,  950 

Hall,  600,  721,  723 

725,  730,  750 
754,  937,  942,  946 
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Education;  board  of,  establishment  of 
board  of. 

remarks  of — 
Harris,  937,  94-i 

Johnston,  T24,  725,  76(3 

Marvin,  600,  756,  949,  950 

Palmer,  723,  747,  750 

Scott,  944,  949 

Skiff,  731,  755 

Solomon,  722,  725,  767 

Todliuuter,  1'69 

Wilson,  722,  723,  724,  748 

935,  941 
Education  and  school   lands ;  appoint- 
ment of  committee  upon,  10,  19,  22 
consideration  of  article  upon,  599,  720,  743 
766,  815,  934 
first  report  from  committee  upon,  78 
re-commitment  of  report  to  committee 


on. 

o-ja 

rcmarlcs  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

857 

Edwards, 

855 

Ells, 

856 

Gillaspy, 

853,  854 

Harris, 

854 

Marvin, 

856 

Patterson, 

856 

Skitr, 

854 

Todhunter, 

853,  856 

"Wilson, 

854 

■Winchester, 

855 

Education  and  school  lands — resolution 

of  enquiry  referred  to,  40 

second  report  from  committee  upon,        871 

third  reading  of  article  upon,  1028 

yeas  and   nays   upon  final  passage  of 

article  upon,  1030 

EDWARDS,  JOHN, 

appointed  upon  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  convention 
from  Iowa  City,  5 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  draft 
the  rules  of  the  convention,  10 

appointed  upon  the  Htanding  commit- 
tee upon  the  right  of  suffnigo,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  education  and  school  lands,  22 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  preamble  and  bill  of 
rights,  98 

credentials  of,  C 


PAGK 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  suffrage,  36 

mileage  of,  1025 

moved  an  amendment  to  resolution  to 
furnish  members  of  the  convention  with 
daily  newspapers,  23 

moved  the  indefinite  postponment  of 
the  resolution  in  relation  to  making  up  the 
journal, 

oflFered  a  resolution  to  furnish  mem- 
bers with  Code  of  Iowa  and  acts  of  legisla- 
ture, 10 

offered  resolution  of  inquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  judicial  department,  38 

offered  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  passage  of  special  laws,  47 

oflPered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the 
time  of  the  daily  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion, 118 

offered  a  resolution  for  adjournment 
sine  die, 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  per- 
sonalities between  members,  1062 

personal  explanation  of,  508     i 

remarks  vjion — 

adjournment  over  till  May,  497 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  218 

basis  of  general  banking,  344,  346,351,  789 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, 511 
board  of  education,  943 
boundaries  of  the  State,                    141,  142 
census  and  apportionment,                      1011 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  293,  295,  300 
301,  304,  306,  816 
330,  335.  421,  422 
423,  4t25,  77«,  806 
812 

common  school  system,  834 

competency  of  witnesses,  and  religious 
tests,  187,  188,  190 

conduct  of  first  messenger,  276 

court  of  common  pleas,  642 

entering  resolutions  of  enquiry  at 
large  upon  the  journal,  85 

filling  temporary  vacancies  in  district 
courts,  459 

first  messenger;  conduct  of,  276 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 68,  71 
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furnishing   members   wilti   reports  of 
he  supreme  court,  88,  89,  93 

general' banking,  344,  346,  351,  789 

impeachment  of  Stare  officers,  574 

instructing  committees  to  report  by  a 
given  time,  627 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  631 

judges;  salaries  of,  488 

Lee  county;  division  of,  999,  1036 

limitation  of  debate,  500 

limitation  of  State  indebtedness,  285 

location  of  State  capitol  and   univer- 
sity, 877,  930 

manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  convention,  38, 

mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,     986 

987,  989 
number  and  classification  of  senators,  521 
number  of  Judicial  districts,  631 

oflFering  resolutions  of  enquiry,  31,  46 

order  of  business,  88,  97,  217,  222 

288, '719,  882 
personal  explanation,  508 

personal  and  general  explanation,         1062 
political  parties  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  680,  691 
powers  of  the  board  of  education,  943 
printing  the  reports  of    the    special 
committee  upon  the  bill  of  rights.  656 

printing  the  reports  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  suffrage,  659 
printing  the  journal  and^constitution,    974, 

976,  977 
prosecuting  attorneys,  456 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  392 

recommitting  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands,  855 

religious     tests   and    competency    of 
witnesses,  187,  188,  190 

removal     of    convention   from    Iowa 

City,  18,  20 

repeal  of  corporations,  150 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 

assembly,  571 

residence  of  voters,  866 

resolution  to  adjourn  over  until  May,  497 
sal  iries  of  judges,  488 

senators  ;  number  and  classification  of,  521 
slavery  ;  political  parties  upon,  680,  691 
state  bank  and  branches,  380 

state  boundaries,  141,  142 

state  indebtedness,  265 

striking  word   "white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 680,  691 


PAGE 

system  of  common  schools,  8B4 

temporary  vacancies  in  district  courts,    459 
uniform  operation  of  general  laws,  531 

university    and   state    capitol;    loca- 
tion of,  877,  830 
vacancies  in  district  courts,  459 
voters  ;  residence  of,  866 
"white";  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,                                               e80,  691 
elections  ;  by  ballot,                            36,  869 
contested,  of  general /issembly,          88,  524 
contested,  of  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor,            '                                          'je,  580 
for  filling  vacancies,                  648,  800,  811 
general  assembly  to  elect  viva  voce,    84,  549 
of  judges  of  the  supreme  court,        115,  258 

449 


remarks 

of- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

453 

454 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

805 

Hall, 

450, 

452 

Palmer, 

455 

Wilson, 

449, 

451 

petition  in  relation  to  the  timeol  hold- 
ing, 79 
resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to,     48,  81 
time  of  holding,                       30,  39,  82,  514, 

575,  805 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  515 

Gillaspy,  515 

Palmer,  5I5 

Pivrvin,  514,515 

Winchester,  514 

Young,  514,  575 

under  the  new  constitution,  914,  955 

of  United  States  Senators,  644 

remarhs  of — 
Mr.  Hall,  645 

Palmer,  645 

Parvin,  645 

Electors,  (see  voters.) 
Eligibility — resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation to,  47 

provision  in  relation  to  members  of  the 
board  of  education,  78,  768 

provision  in  relation    to  members  of 
the  general  assembly,  84,  527,  557,576 

provision  in  relation  to  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor,  77,  580,  586 

provision  in  relation  to  State  officeis,      812 
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ELLS,  GEORGE  W. 

appointed  upon  the  coraraittpe  upon 
the  reiuov;il  of  the  coiiveutiou  (roiu  Iowa 
Citj, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  prciimble  and  bill  of  rights, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lauds, 

credentials  of, 

made  a  report  from  the  committee 
upon  the  removal  of  the  convention  from 
Iowa  City, 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  preamble  and  bill  of  rights, 

made  minority  report  from  the  st;\nd- 
ing  commiltoe  on  education  and  school 
lands, 

mileage  of, 

moved  a  substitute  for  the  report  of 
the  committee  upon  the  removal  of  the 
convention  from  Iowa  City, 

moved  to  substitute  Cushing's  Manual 
for  Jefferson's  Manual,  as  the  standard  of 
parliamentary  law  in  the  convention, 

nominated  Thomns  J.  Saunders  as 
sectretary  7)ro  tern,  of  the  convention, 

nominated  Thomas  J.  Saunders  as 
permanent  secretary  of  the  convention, 

offered  a  resolution  to  furnish  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  with  Cushing's 
Manual, 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  limi- 
tation of  debate, 


21 


6-1 


TO 
1025 


12 


42 


3G0 


iris 


upon- 


bill  of  rights, 

board  of  education, 

city  and  county  indebtedness, 

common  school  system, 


C02 


100 

728 

322 

818,  830,  832 

0G8,  071 

competency  of  wittu'tses  and  religious 

tests,  17;") 

delay  in  the  publication  of  the  de- 
bates, 4f)j 
election  of  judges  of  supreme  court,  454 
general  banking,  347,  348 
judges  of  supreme  court,  454,  487 
limitation  of  deba'c,  3fil 
making  common  schools  free  of  charge,  9G8 

971 
manner  of  electing  supreme  judges,  454 
order  of  business,  98.  284,  285,  718 

personal  and  general  explanation,  1063 
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political  parties  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  905 
preamble  and  bill  of  rights,        '  100 
preferred  creditors  of  banks,  397 
publication  of  the  debates,             27,  41,  42 

57,   67 
re-committing  report   of  committee  on 
education  and  school  lands,  856 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 175 
removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City,     11 

12,  13 
report  of  committee  on    the  preamble 
and  bill  of  rights,  100 

report  of  the  committee  on  incorpora- 
tions, 104,  143,  1G8 

171,  407 
Salaries  of  judges,  487 

state  bank  and  branches,  881,  382,  384,  389 
striking  word    '•  white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 672,  675,  691,  905 
supreme  court  judges,  454,487 
system  of  common  schools,      818,  830,  832 

9G8,  971 
term  of  school  in  each  district,  818 

"  white";  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  672,  675,  691,  905 

EMERSON,  J.  H. 

appointed  upon  the  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  conven- 
tion from  Iowa  City,  5 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  distribution  of  powers  and 
the  legislative  department,  21 

appointed    upon    the    standing    com- 
mittee on  incorporations,  22 
credentials  of,  6 
mileage  of,                                                   1025 
offered  a  resolution  to  admit  the  re- 
porter of  the  '*  North-west"  newspaper  to 
the  floor  of  the  convention,                                 23 

remarks  tipon — 
City  and  county  in  icbtedness,       51,  297,  315 
31G,  317,  318,  812 
distribution    of  the    constitution    in 
German,  984 

drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,       82 
entering   resolutions  of  inquiry  upon 
the  journal,  85 

exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  territory  in  the  state  of  Iowa,      210 

211 
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356 

786 

56 

48 

206 

56 


66 


furnishing    members    of  the   conveo- 
tioii  with  reports  of  the  supreme  court, 
general  banking, 

liiibilitj  of  stockholders  in  bar.ks, 
number   of    copies    of  debates    to  be 
published, 

offering  resolutions  of  inquiry, 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses, 
publication  of  the  debates, 
reference  of  resolutions  of  inquiry  to 
the  standing  committee  on  the  judicial  de- 
partment, 

removal  of  convention  from  lowaCity,  17,  18 
report  of  the  committee  on  incorpora- 
tions, 112,  171 
salaries  of  judges,  486 
size  of  counties,                                            800 
stockholders  in  banks,  786 
Empanelling  of  grand  and  petit  jurors  ; 
resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to, 
Enquiry  ;  resolution'^  of — 

by  .Mr.  Ayres,  in  relation   to   city  and 
county  indebtedness, 

by  Mr.  Bunker,   in  relation    to    state 
bank  and  branches, 

by  Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  in  relation 
to  general  banking, 

by  do.,  in  relation  to  the  judicial  de- 
partment, 

by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,    in    relation 
to  elections, 

by  do.,  in  relation  to  the  judicial  de- 
partment, 

by  do.,  in   relation    to  the  legislative 
department, 

by  do.,   in    relation  to   the   e^stablish- 
raent  of  the  office  of  Lieutenant  Governor, 
by  do.,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, 45,  81 

by  Mr    Clarke  of  Johnson,  in  relation 
to  the  judicial  department,  33 

by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  relation  to  the  ju- 
dicial department, 

by  do.,   in  relation    to  the  passing  of 
special  laws, 

by  Mr.  Gibson,  in    relation  to   the  ar- 
ticle uu -n  state  debts, 

by  iMr.  Gower,   in    relation    to    bank- 
ing, 

by  do  ,  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
the  seat  of  government, 

by  do.,  in  relation   to  the  proper  dis- 
Lribuliuu  of  the  school  fund, 


48 

32 
38 
39 
64 
80 
81 
45 
39 


38 

47 
34 
59 
88 


by  Mr,  Harris,  in  relation  to  the  plan 
of  dividing  the  state  into  judicial  districts, 
by  Mr.  Johnston,   in  re  ation   to  edu- 
cation and  school  lands, 

by  do.,  in    relation   to   the  legislative 
department, 

by  Mr.  Palmer,  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
cial department, 

by  Mr.  Parvin,    in  relation   to   educa- 
tion and  school  lands, 

by  do  ,  in  relation  to  state  debts, 
by  Mr.  Peters,  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
cial department, 

by  Mr.  Price,  in    relation  to    the  exe- 
cutive department, 

by  Mr.   Salomon,    in    relation    to  the 
age  of  state  officers, 

by  do.,  in   relation   lo    the    issuing  of 
paper  money  in  this  state, 

by  do.,  in   relation  to  the  prohibition 
of  articles  of  manufacture  and  sale, 

by  Mr.  Todhunter,  in  relation  to  the 
executive  department, 

by  Mr.  Traer,  in  relation  to  the  article 
upon  amendments  to  the  constitution, 

by  Mr.  Wilson,  in  relation  to  the  arti- 
cle upon  amendments  to  the  constitution, 

by  do.,  in   relation  to   the   legislative 
department, 

Enquiry  ;  offering  resolutions  of — 


876 

39 

30 

82 

62 
34 

46 

39 

47 

39 

39 

35 

33 

34 

23 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alafnak  e,  33,  87 

Clarke  of  Henry,  33,  86 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  32 

Edwards,  31,  46, 

Emerson,  48 

Hall,  86 

Harris,  86 
Johnston,                                  31,  40,  46,  86 

Marvin,  S3 

Palmer,  40 

Parvin,  31,  32 

Warren,  b7 

Wilson,  87 

Enrolling  the  constitution,  1012 

compensation  for,  1055 

Enrolling  the  journal,  758 

compeuiation  for,  877 

Excessive  tines  not  to  be  imposed,         99,  126 


47 


B 


Executive    department;  appoiutmm   of 
standing  committee  upon,  10,  19,  21 

consideration  of  article  upon,  579 
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report  from    the  standing  committee 
npon,  76 

resolutions  of  enquiry  referred  to,       30,  4*7 

tiiird  rending  of  article  upon,  1017 

yeas  aud  nays   upon   final  passage  of 
article  upon,  1019 

Executors;    resolution    of    enquiry     in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  real  estate  by,  48 

Expenditures  ;   appointment  of  commit- 
tee on  accounts  and,  741,  T4S 

Ex-post-facto  laws  not  to  be  passed  • 
by  the  general  assembly,  100,  129,  208 

Extra  compensation,  to  public  agents, 
officers  :ind  contractors,  :J8,  84,  539,  551 

Extra  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, -69,  V7,  583 


F 


Fees,   resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to,  48 
Final  passage  of   bills  by  the  general 


83,  527 


assembly, 

Final  vote  upon — 

preamble  and  bill  of  rights, 

right  of  suffrage, 

legislative  department, 

capitol  and  university, 

executive  department, 

judicial  department, 

militia, 

state  debts, 

corporations, 

education  and  school  fund, 

amendments  to  the  constitution, 

miscellaneous  subjects, 

schedule, 

the  new  constitution, 

Finance  aud  banking,  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committte  upon,  10 

Fines,  devoted  to  the  use  of  schools,         78 

871,  9G7 

excessive,  not  to  be  imposed,     99,  12G,  202 

governor  to  have  power  to  remit,       77,  587 

penalties  and  forfeitures  to  remain  in 


1008 
1008 
1017 
1017 
1019 
1020 
1020 
1021 
1022 
1030 
1033 
1034 
1040 
1054 


force  under  the  new  constitution. 
Fireman  to  the  convention — 
J.  n.  Merritt  appointed  ^-to  (em. 
J.  n.  Merritt  elected, 
rate  of  prr  diem  of, 
amount  ofjier  difin  of, 
John  Quaintance  elected  a.ssistnnt, 
Mill-  (i\'  jiir  rlifiii  of, 


914,  995 


7 

759 

1050 

24 

759 
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amount  of  per  diem  of,  1050 

First  messenger  to  the  convention — 

James  Hawkins  appointed.jDro  tem.  5 

James  Hawkins  elected,  7 

rate  of  per  diem  of,  759 

amount  of  per  diem  of,  1050 

Willis  Conard  nominated  for,  7 

Foreigners,  rights  of,  100,  129 

Forfeitures  ;  governor  to  have  power 
to  remit,  77,  587 

fines  and  penalties  to  remain  in  force 
under  the  new  constitution,  914,  995 

Formation  of  congressional,  represent- 
ative and  senatorial  districts,  84,  549 
Frauds  in  banking;  punishment  of,  392,  419 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  394 
Chirke  of  Henry,                                      392 
Edwards,                                                   392 
Gillaspy,                                   392,  393,  394 
Hall,                                                   392,  393 
Scott,                                                          392 
Skiff,                                                          392 
Solomon,                                                 393 
Traer,                                                393,  394 
Wilson,                                                       393 
Freedom  of  the  press  ;    provision  in 
relation  to,                                                      99,  118 

Freedom   from   seizure   and   search  ; 
right  of  the  people  to,  99,  918 

Freedom  of  speech  ;  provision  in  rela- 
tion to,  99,  118 
Free  of  charge  ;  schools  to  be,  968 
remarks  of — ■ 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,                                     970 
Ells,                                          ,       9G8,  971 
Gillaspy,                                                    9G8 
Hall,                                                     968,  969 
Marvin,                                             9G8,  9G9 
Parvin,                                                       971 
Skiff,                                                           969 
Traer,                                                970,  971 
Wilson,                                                    969 

G 

Gate  City  ;  reporter  of,    admitted   to 
the  floor  of  the  convention,  19 

General  assembly  ;  apportionment  of 

members  of,  84,  540,  1011,  1013 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark;e  of  Henry,  1015,  1016 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  1013,  1014,  1015 

M:irvin,  lOlG 
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e^ — 

Parvin, 
Skiflf, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 

General   assembly ;  biennial  sessions 
of, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  513,  660,  562,  563 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  5G1 

Edwards,  511 

Gibson,  511,  561 

Gillaspy,  566 

Gower,  610,  566 

Hall,  510,  512,  559 

Harris,  511,  513,  564 

Marvin,  512,  566 

Palmer,  510,  511 

Parvin,  510,  559 

Traer,  560 

Wilson,  563 

Winchester,  562 
General  assembly  ;  elections  by,  to  be 

viva  voce,  84,  549 

first  regular  session  of,  under  the  new 

constitution,  914,  99*7 
oath  to  be  taken  by  members  of,  84,  540 
per  diem  and  mileage  of,       30,  84,  528,  551 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  528,  529 

Parvin,  529 

Wilson,  528,  529 

General  Assembly — petition  iu  relation 

to  time  of  meeting  of,  '79 

powers  and  duties  of  members  of,      85,  524 

qualifications  of  members  of,  83,  516 

special  sessions  of,  39,  '7'7,  653 

term  of  residence  of,  83,  616,  557,  567 

1015 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

569,  573 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

568 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

568,  1015 

Edwards, 

571 

Gillaspy, 

557,  569,  571 

Gower, 

568 

Gray, 

567 

Parvin, 

571 

549,  1015 

1011 

540,  1014, 1015 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Gillaspy, 
Palmer, 

515 

514,  535 

515 

1015 
I  sessions 

Parvin, 
AVinchester, 

514,  515 
514 

82,  510,  558 

Young, 

514,  675 

Solomon,  567,  570,  571,  572 

Traer,  557,  568,  572 

General  Assembly — time  of  election   of 
members  of,  30,  37,  82,  514,  575 

805 


General  Assembly — time  of  meeting  of,       83 

510,  558 
General  banking — provisions  in  relation 
to,  96,  344,  362,  419 

775 
remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee,  370,  371   786 

Clarke  of  Henry,  347,  350,  353,  358 

359,  364,  368,  370 
779,  789 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  346,' 791    792 

Edwards,  344,  346,  351,  789 

Ells,  347,  348, 

Gibson,  354 

Gillaspy,  350,  363,  794 

Gower,  333 

Hall,  346,  348,  350,  352 

353,  357,  359,  774 
Harris,  ^l^l^ 

Johnson,  347 

Marvin,  738 

Palmer,  372,  786,  787 

Parvin,  347,  354,  785,  788 

Peters,  357 

Skiff,  346 

Solomon,  394^  791 

Traer,  787,  788,  789 

Wilson,  355,  358,  363,  370 

775,  789 

Young,  370 

German — printing,  the  constitution  in,        743 

973,  975 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Gower,  975 

Johnston,  743 

Scott,  976 

German — distribution   of  the   constitu- 
tion in,  883 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  988,  984 

Gillaspy,  934 

Hall,  988 

Harris,  934 

Parvin,  934 

Warren,  984 

Wilson,  984 
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GIBSO.V,  H.  D. 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  con- 
duct the  President  elect  of  the  convention 
to  his  seat,  6 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  state  debts,  22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upou  future  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, 22 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  article  upon  the  exec- 
utive department,  579 

credentials  of,  6 

made  a  minority  report  from  the  com- 
mittee upon  future  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  G8 

mileage  of,  102G 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  upon  State  debts,  34 

offered  resolutions  for  holding  night 
sessions  of  the  convention,  780,  815 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
printing  the  constitution  in  the  Holland 
language,  815 

offered  a  resolution  to  add  two  mem- 
bers to  the  committee  on  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures, 958 

remarks  upon — 

adding  two  members  to  the  committee 

on  accounts  and  expenditures,       958,  959,  860, 

961 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 

Bcmbly,  511,561 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  424,  810 

common  schools,  770,  81G,  823 

competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 

tests,  195 

distribution  of  the  debates,  764 

general  banking,  354 

giving  each  editor  in  the  .State  a  copy 

of  the  debates,  1027 

judges — salaries  of,  481 

judicial  districts — number  of,  634 

jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the   peace,     795, 

797,  798 
lieutenant  governor,  595 

limitation  of  State  indebtedness,  203,  270 
location  of  State  capitol  and  univer- 

Bity,  771,  810 

making  a    minority   report   from    the 

committee  upon  future  amendments  to  the 

constitution,  36 
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manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  convention,  38 

number  of  courts,  444 

number  of  judicial  districts,  6S4 

order  of  business,  88  0 

political  parties — upon  the  question  of 
slavery,  694 

printing  the  constitution  in  the  Hol- 
land language,  743,  815 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 195 

report  of  the  standing  committee  upon 

future  amendments  to  the  constitution,         603 

612,  615,  618,  623 

626,  1032 

residence  of  voters,  867 

salaries  of  judges,  481 

slavery  question — course  of  political 
parties  upon,  694 

state  bank,  374 

state  indebtedness,  263,  270 

state  capitol  and  university — location 
of,  771,  840 

striking  word  "  white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 694 
system  of  common  schools,               770,  816,  823 
term  of  schools  in  each  school  district,     770 

816,  823 
university — location  of,  771,  840 

voters — residence  of,  867 

"white" — striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  694 

GILLASPY,  GEORGE, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs,  22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
to  nicerlain  the  cause  of  delay  in  printing 
the  debates, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  special 
committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  064 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  education  and  school  lands,  859 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  that  Mr.  Johnston  be  added  to 
the  committee  on  military  affairs,  73 

nominated  Pliillip  P.  Bradley  for  per- 
manent secretary,  7 
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nominated  D.  F.  Gaylord  for  sergeant- 
at-arms,  ' 

offered  a  protest  ngainst  tlie  schedule,  1037 

ofTered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  place 
of  meeting  of  the  convention,  23 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  fix- 
ing a  time  for  adjournment  sine  die,  360 

offered  a  resolution  for  holding  night 
sessions  of  the  convention,  5T4 

remarks  vpon — 

adding  two  members  to  the  committee 
on  accounts  and  expenditures,  959 

adjourning  over  till  May,  498,  499 

adjourning  over  till  Monday,  501 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, 581,  582 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
the  right  of  suffrage,  218 

biennial   sessions    of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 566 
capitol  and  university ;  location  of,  SIT 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  294,  SCT,  328 
416,  421,  777 
778,  805 
classification  of  senators,                          520 
common  school  system,     824,  825,  826,  827 
829,  832,  833 
competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests,                                          172,  174,  176,  184 
185,  186,  188,  195 
county  seats  and  boundaries,  534 
court  of  common  pleas,                               643 
denizens  ;  persons  other  than  foreign- 
ers not  citizens,                           130,  131,  132,  133 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,  849,  993,  994 
distribution   of    the.   constitution  in 
German,                                                                 984 
distribution  of  the  debates,              764,  852 

917,  919 
election   of  members   of  the   general 
assembly,  514,  575 

furnishing  members  with  fifteen  addi- 
tional newspapers  75 

furniphing  members  with  reports  of 
the  supreme  court,  90,  91 

furnishing  members  with    slips  of  the 

debates,  70,  72 

general  banking,  350,  363,  794 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 

of  the  debates,  1026 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 813 
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impairing  the  right  of  property,  208 

judges  of  the  supreme  court;  number 
of,  462 

jurisdiction  of  justices    of  the  peace,     796 

798 
Lee  county  ;  division  of,  999 

length  of  school  in  each  district,  824 

limitation  of  debate,  501 

limitation  of   state  indebtedness,    261,  262 

2G8' 
location  and    change  of  county  seats 
and  boundaries,  534 

location  of  state   capitol   and  univer- 
sity, 877 
making  common  schools  free  of  charge,    968 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,     986 

987 

night  sessions  of  the  convention,  813 

number  of  courts,  443 

number    of  judges    of    the    supreme 

court,  462 

number  and  classification  of  senators,     520 

order  of  business,  220,  221,  223,  284 

285,  287,  718,  878 

879,  880,  885,  888 

personal  explanation,  1024 

personal  and  general  explanation,  1064 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,  402 

printing   the    reports    of    the   special 

committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  654 

printing   the   reports    of    the    special 
committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  659 

private  property  taken  for  roads,  127 

private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     205 
prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  209 

prosecuting  attorneys,  477 

provision  that  certain  contracts  for 
state  indebtedness  shall  be  void,  275 

publication  of  the  debates,  67 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  392,   393 

394 
re-committing  the  report  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  to  that  committee,  257 

re-committing  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  education  and  school  lands  to 
that  committee,  853,  854 

reference  of  resolutions  of  enquiry,  65 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 172,  174,  176,  184 
185,  186,  188,  195 
removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  18 
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520 
218 


GILLASPY,  GEORGE, 

remarks  upon — 

report  of  the  committee  on  incorpora- 
tions, 112, 156 

report  of  tlie  committee  on  amend- 
ments to  tlie  constitution,         G04,  607,  608,  609 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
.assembly,  557,  5G9,  570 

residence  of  voters,  860 

rescinding  the  resolution  fixing  the 
time  for  adjournment  sine  die,  1013 

rules  of  the  convention,  10 

salaries  of  judges,  480,  482,  493,  506 

schedule  :  report  upon,  1086,  1037 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of,      849,  993,  994 
schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  968 

schools  to  be  taught  in  each  district 
three  months,  824 

senators ;  number  and  classification 
of, 

special  committee  on  right  of  sufi'rage, 
state  indebtedness,  261,  262,  268 

striking  word  "white"  from  the  arti- 
cle on  militia, 

striking  word  "  white"  from  the  arti- 
cle on  the  right  of  suffrage, 

suppression  of  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  convention  from 
Iowa  City, 

supreme  court;  number  of  judges  of, 
system  of  common  schools,  824,  825,  826 
827,  829,  832,  833 
term  of  ofllce  of  district  judges,  472,  473 
term  of  office  of  governor,  590 

university  and  capitol ;  location  of,  877 

veto  upon  the  constitution, 
voters  ;  residence  of, 
"  white ;"   striking    from    article   on 
militia  the  word, 

"  white  ;"  striking  from  article  on  the 
right  of  sufi'rage  the  word, 
Governor  ;  age  of, 
approval  of  bills  by, 


642 


915 


35 
462 


1054 
800 


042 


duties  of, 

eligibility  to  office  of, 

filling  vacancy  in  office  of, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Marvin, 


915 

77,  580,  597 
35,  77,  83,  525 
589,  596,  1012 
77,  583 
77,  580,  C86,  597 
77,  587 
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Skifl",  587 

Warren,  587 

first  election  under  the  constitution  of,     914 

995 

impeachment  of,  83,  527,  551,  574 

member  of  the  board  of  education,         838 

845,  939,  951 


pardoning  power  of. 

77,  586 

residence  in  state  of. 

77, 

580,  597 

salary  of. 

84, 

550, 

555,  578 

term  of  ofl5ce  of, 

39 

76, 

579,  586, 
590,  597 

remarks 

of- 

r.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

586 

Gillaspy, 

590 

Hall, 

580 

Palmer, 

580 

Skiff, 

586 

Solomon, 

590 

Wilson, 

586 

veto  power  of, 

77, 

83, 

525, 

589,  596 

21 

6 

1026 

47 

59 


687 
587 
587 


GOWER,  ROBERT, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  right  of  suffrage, 

credentials  of, 

mileage  of. 

offered  resolution  of  enquiry  concern- 
ing the  school  fund, 

offered  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  banking, 

offered  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  location  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, 88 

remarks  upon — 

allowing  students  to  vote,  665,  869 

assumption  of  school  fund  by  the 
State,  772 

basis  of  banking,  363 

biennial  sessions  of  the  legislature,  510,  566 
board  of  education,  731,  757,  950 

boundaries  of  the  State,  141,  143 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  290,  294 

classificaiion  and  number  of  senators,     520 
common  school  system,  816,  830 

compensation   of  secretary    for   dis- 
tributing the  journal,  985 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,        744,  772 

850,  1001 
distribution  of  the  debates,  763,  918,  922 
drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,        81 
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first  election  of  supreme  judges  under 
thenew  constilution,  995 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 28,  29,  Y3 

furnishing  members    with  the  reports 

of  the  supreme  courts,  88 

general  banking,  363 

giving  each  editor  in  the  State  a  copy 

of  the  debates,  1021 

guaranteeing  to  the  school  and  univer- 
sity funds  all  losses  in  consequence  of  fraud 
and  mismanagement  of  State  officers,  217 

judicial  districts — number  of,  475 

Jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  797 
Lee  county — division  of  lOOO 

length  of  school  in  each  district,  .816 

limitation  of  State  indebtedness,  2C1,  267 
location  of  State  capitol,  922,  925 

location  of  State  university,  770,  922,  925 
number  of  courts,  254,  445 

number  of  judicial  districts,  475 

number  and  classification  of  senators,  520 
order  of  business,  884 

printing  the  constitution  and  journal,     814, 

983 
printing  the  constitution  in  German,  976 
private  property  for  public  uses,  205,  206 
removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City,  16 
report  of  the  committee  on  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  615 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  568 

school  fund,  744,  772,  850,  1001 

senators,  number  and  classification  of  520 
State  bank  and  branches,  373,  374,  377 
State  boundaries,  141,143 

State  capitol  and  university;  location 
of,  770,  922,  925 

State  indebtedness,  261,  267 

striking  word  "  white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 680 
students  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  665,  869 
submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  804 
system  of  common  schools,  816,  830 
temporary  court  for  the  trial  of  judges 
and  other  officers,  457 
university  and  capitol ;  location  of,  770 

922,  925 
veto  power  of  the  governor,     525,  526,  567 
"  white  ;"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  680 

Grand  jurors — resolution  of  enquiry  in 
relation  to  empanelling,  48 

Grants,  to  be  sealed  with  the  great  seal 
of  the  State,  -  77,  588 


PAGE 

GRAY,  HOSE  A.  W. 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  schedule,  22 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  article  upon  State 
debts,  269 

appointed  upon  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  new  constitution,  1048 

called  convention  to  order  on  the  first 
day  of  its  session,  5 

credentials  of  6 

mileage  cf,  1026 

nominated  Mr.  E.  N.  Bates  for  assist- 
ant secretary,  7 

offered  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
rules  of  the  convention,  9 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  man- 
ner of  drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,      81 

offered  resolution  that  the  convention 
thereafter  hold  its  sessions  in  the  senate 
chamber,  81 

offered  a  resolution  concerning  the 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,  990 

offered  a  resolution  to  present  a  chair 
to  the  president  of  the*  convention,  1022 

remarks  upon — 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  295 

giving  each  editor  in  the  State  a  copy 

of  the  debates,  1027 

judges;  salaries  of,  481,  504,  505,  506 

legislative  department,  758 

lieutenant  governor,  591 

residence  of  members  of  the   general 

assembly,  567 

salaries  of  judges,  481,  504,  505,  506 

submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  801,  803 
Gray  W.,  compensation  for  enrolling  the 

constitution,  1051 

Great  seal  of  the  State,  77,  588 

Greene's  reports,    compensation    of  the 

secretary  of  state  for  distributing,  1048 

purchase  of,  1051 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  1052,  1053 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  1051,  1052,  1053 

Hall,  1052 

Harris,  1053 

.    Johnston,  1052,  1053,  1054 

Todhunter,  1052,  1053 

Traer,  1053,  1054 
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Grievaiicfs — right  of  petition  of  the  p?o- 
plefor  redress  of,  100,  I'iO,  207 

Gnarrtiitceiug  the  school  and  uuiversitj 
funds  agiiitist  lo.-ses  in  cMiisequence  of  the 
misniiuuigtmeiit  or  frauds  of  Suite  ofliceis,     272 

2€7 


remark 

« 

¥- 

- 

Mr.  Chuke  of 

Alaiiiak 

ce, 

278 

Ciiuke  of 

Heniy, 

279 

Clarke  of  Johnson 

J 

277, 

278 

Gower, 

277 

II  a;  I, 

273, 

278 

Johnston, 

279 

Skiflf, 

277, 

278 

Young, 

279 

Guardians — re 

solution 

of 

en 

qiiiry 

in  re- 

lation  to  the  sale 

of  real  estate 

by, 

48 

H 


Habeas  corpus — granted   when   applied 
for  according  to  law,  12.5,  141,  202 

when  to  be  suspended,  99,  125,  202 

HALL,  J.  C. 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  draft 
rules  for  the  convention,  10 

appointed  upon  the  committee  in  rela- 
tion to  the  employment  of  a  reporter  of 
the  debates  of  the  convention,  11 

appointed  upo..  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  judicial  department,  22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  militia,  22 

appointed  u|)on  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  education  and  schools,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  article  on  the  right  of  suflrage,        219 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  tiie  article  on  incorporations,  4C0 

oppoitilfd  ujion  the  sjieciul  committee 
upon  the  distribution  of  the  debates,  780 

a[>pointed  upon  the  special  couimitlce 
upon  the  printing  of  the  coustituiion  and 
journal,  815 

appointed  upon  tho  commiltie  to  ex- 
amine the  new  constitution,  1048 

credentials  of,  6 

made  minority  report  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  G49  , 

made  minority  report  from  the  .«econd  ! 

committee  on  education  and  school  lands,      873  , 
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made  a  minority  report  from  the  S])C- 
cial  committee  on  printing  the  journal  and 
constitution,  973 

mileage  of,  102G 

moved  to  furnish  members  with  five 
slips  of  the  debates,  68 

nominated  (by  Mr.  Johnston,)  for  pres- 
ident of  the  convention,  6 

nominated  Willis  Conard  for  first  mes- 
senger, 7 

nominated  Willis  Conard  for  second 
messenger,  7 

ottered  a  resolution  to  furnish  mem- 
bers with  a  list  of  organized  counties,  and 
Parker's  sectional  map,  26 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  re- 
solutions of  enquiry,  48 

offered  a  substitute  for  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  entering  reports,  resolutions, 
&c.,  at  length  upon  the  journal,  85 

offered  a  resolution  that  reports  of 
committees  be  acted  upon  in  the  order  of 
their  appointment,  95 

ofi'ered  a  resolution  for  adjournment 
sine  die  on  the  fourth  of  March,  502 

offered  a  resolution  that  Henry  P. 
Scholtz  be  employed  to  translate  and 
print  the  constitution  in  the  Holland  lan- 
guage, 986 

offered  a  resolution  concerning  the 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,  980 

offered  a  resolution  to  furnish  each 
editor  in  the  st,:te  v  ith  a  copy  of  the  de- 
bates, 102G 

offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
olficers  of  the  convention,  1034 

offered  a  protest  against  the  schedule, 


i-cmar/is  tipon — 

adjourning  over  till   May, 

age   of  members   of  board    of  educa- 


tiiin, 


499 


937 
49 


amcnlnuMit  of  the  rules, 

appointmint  of  special  committee 
upon  basis  of  repreS'^ntation,  62 

appiiintiiieiil  of  paper  fuldcr  to  the 
convention,  95 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
right  of  fuifroge,  218 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
bill  of  rights,  223,  224,  225 

assumption  by  the  state  of  the  school 
fund,  772 
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bankiug  ;  provisions  in  relation  to,  346,  348 
350,  352,  353 
357,  359,  774 
basis  of  representation,  546 

bienniai  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, 510,  512,  559 
board  of  education,           GOO,  721,  723,  725 
730,  750,  754 
937,  942,  946 
boundaries  of  the  state,  141,  142  j 
calling  extra  session  ol  the   general 
assembly,  584 
capitol  and  university;  location  of,  877,  931 
chancellor  of  board  of  education,             770 
city  and  county  indebtedness,      51,  52,  292 
295,  299,  302,  303 
305,  307,  313,  314 
324,  327,  328,  332 
343,  421,  426,  806 
classification  and  number  of  senators,     517 
518,  521,  522,  523 
common  law  in  this  state,                           213 
common  schools,                 827,  830,  831,  835 
common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge,      968 

969 
compensation  cf  board  of  education,       956 

962,  964 
compensation  of  the  chaplain,  760,  761 

competency  of  witnesses   and   religi- 
tests.  172,  174,  176,  178 

189,  190,  735 
contracts  for  state  indebtedness  to  be 
void  in  certain  cases,  275,  282 

county  seats  and  boundaries,  535,  538 

criminal  prosecutions ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 120,  122,  123,  730 
delay  in  the  publication  of  debates,         496 
denizens;  persons  not  citizens,  other 
than  foreigners,  134,  131,  132 

136,  135,  186 
disposition  of  the  scboolfund,  772,994,  1001 
distribution    of    the    constitution  in 
German,  983 

distribution  of  the  debates,  918,  919,  920 
division  of  the  state  into  judicial  dis- 
tricts, 876 
drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,  82 
education  of  negroes  and  mulattoes,  62 
electing  judges  of  the  supreme  court,     450 

452 
election  of  United  States  senators,  645 

electing  members  of  board  of  educa- 
tion, 768 
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Exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  territory  in  Iowa,  210,  212 

Expenses  of  board  of  education,      952,  965 

966 

filling  temporary  vacancies  in  district 
courts,  459 

first  elections  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion, 996 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-five 
daily  newspapers,  23,  25 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 29,  68,  70,  73 

furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court,  88,  89,  91,  92,  93 

general  banking,  346,  348,  350,  352 

353,  357,  359,  774 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1026,  1029,  1028 

Greene's  Reports  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  purchase  of,  1052 

guaranteeing  to  school  and  university 
funds  all  losses  from  fraud  and  misman- 
agement of  state  officers,  273,  278 

habeas  corpus  to  be  granted  when 
lawfully  applied  for,  125 

impairing  the  right  of  property,  208 

issues  of  paper  money  by  other  than 
banks,  403 

judges  of  the  supreme  court;  number 
of,  446,  447,  463,  466 

judges  of  the  supreme  court ;  election 
of,  459 

jurisdiction  of  district  courts,  459 

jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over 
territory  in  Iowa,  210,  212 

jury  trial,  119 

Lee  county ;  division  of,  lOOO 

length  of  sessions  of  board  of  educa- 
tion, 769 

length  of  schocls  in  each  school  dis- 
trict, 819,  822,  824 

limitation  of  state  indebtedness,  268 

limitation  of  debate,  501 

location  of  public  lands  by  the  state,      801 

location  of  the  capitol  and  university,     877 

931 

location  of  county  seats  and  bound- 
aries, 535,  538 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, &c.,  120,  122,  123,  730 

mileage  of  members  of  the  conven- 
tion .  987,  989 
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HALL,  J.  C. 

Tcmarlcs  vpon — 

niuuicipal  coriioratioas  holding  bank 

Stock,  :  289,  290 

negroes  und  mulattoes  ;  education  of,        62 

negroes  aud  mulattoes  ;    right  to  give 

testimony  and  hold  property,  395 

nomination  of  Willis  Conard  for  mes- 
senger, "i)  8 

number    of  copies    of  debates    to    be 

published,  54,  57 

number  of  board  of  education,  VGT 

number  of  courts,  22T,  229,  246 

255,  434,  438 

number  of  judges  of  supreme  court,       446 

447,  460,  463,  466 

number  of  classification  of  senators,       517 

518,  521,  522,  523 

number    an4  length    of    sessions   of 

board  of  education,  769 

oath  to  be    taken    by  members  of  tho 

convention,  89 

oti'eriug  resolutions  of  inquiry,  86 

order  of  business,  07,  216,  217,  222 

284,  286,  287,  7l9 

720,  878,  879 

881,  882,  883 

paper  folder  to  the  convention,  95 

paper   money  issued  by   other  than 

banks,  403 

personal  and  general  explanations,         1056 

1005 
political  parties  upon  tho   subject  of 
of  slavery,  687 

power  of  governor  to  call   extra  ses- 
sion of  the  general  assembly,  584 
preferred  creditors  of  banks,            396,  397 

401,  790 
printing  one    hundred   copies   of  the 
constitution,  11 

printing  the  reports  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  suffrage,  C58, 662 
priming  the  journal  aud  constitution,     8l5 
976,  978,  980 
private  property  taken  for  roads,  128 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     206 
prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,                                                              139 
publication  of  the  debates,              27,  54,  57 
publication  of  laws  in  newspapers,         5o0 
punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,     392,  393 
purchase    of  Greene's   Report   of  the 


supreme  court, 
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recommitting  report  of  judiciary  com- 
mittee to  said  committee,  258 

removal     of    convention    from    Iowa 
City,  13,  15,  17,  IS 

reference  of  resolutions  of  enquiry,  46 

65,  67 
religious     tests    and    competency    of 
witnesses,  172,  174,  176,178 

189,  190,  735 
re-organization  of  courts  and  judicial 
districts,  637 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  distri- 
bution of  powers,  37 

report    of   committee    on    incorpora- 
tions, 105,  107,  lU 

146,  155 
report  of  committee  on  future  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,         615,  616,  617,  621 
622,  623,  624,  625 
1031,   1032 
resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  bill 
of  rights,  80 

resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  judi- 
cial department,  81 

resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the 

election  of  United  States  senators,  645 

salaries  of  judges,  480,  481,  483 

484,  486,  491 

505,  506,  607 

salaries  of  state  ofiBcers,  555,  556 

schedule  ;  report  upon,       1037,  1040,  1041 

school  fund  ;  772,  994,  lOOl 

schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  968,  069 

senators  ;  number  and  classiflcation  of,    517- 

518,  521,  522,  523 

sessions  of  board  of  education,        769,  825 

slavery  question  ;    action  of  political 

parties  upon,  687 

special  committee  on   basis  of  repre- 
sentation, 62 
special  committee  on  bill  of  rights,         223 

224,  225 
special  committee  on  right  of  suf- 
frage, 218 
state  boundaries,  141,  142 
state  bank,  S73,  374,  386,  389 
state  indebtedness,  268 
state  locating  public  lands,  801 
striking  word  "white"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 687 
submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  802,  804 
suppression    of  debate    upon    the   re- 


1052  I  moval  of  the  convention  from  Iowa  City, 
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supreme  court  judges  ;  number  of,  446,  44*7 

463,  466 

supreme  court  judges  ;  election  of,  450,  454 

system  of  common  schools,       819,  822,  824 

827,830,  831 

835,908,  969 

taxes  for  schools  and  school  houses,       841 

842 
temporary  vacancies  in  district  courts,    459 
term  of  office  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor,  580 
trial  by  jury,  119 
United    States  jurisdiction   over  ter- 
ritory in  Iowa,                                              210,  212 
United  States  senators ;  election  of,         645 
university    and   state    capitol ;    loca- 
tion of,                                                          877,  931 
vacancies  in  district  courts,                       459 
vote  of  the  people  upon  calling  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  constitution,       lOSl,  1032 

"white";  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  687 

HARRIS,  AMOS, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  right  of  suffrage,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lands,  22 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine room  for  the  convention,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  basis  of  representation,  74 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  num- 
ber seats  in  the  senate  chamber,  82 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  226 

appointed  chairman  of  committee  of 
the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  judicial  department,  430 

credentials  of,  6 

made  report  from  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine room  for  the  convention,  24 

made  minority  report  from  the  special 
committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  852 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
convention  from  Iowa  City,  5 

moved  reference  of  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to  city  and  county  in- 
debtedness to  standing  committee  upon  in- 
corporations, 52 

moved  to  furnish  members  with  twen- 
ty-six slips  of  the  debates,  68 


moved  to  furnish  members  with  twen- 
ty slips  of  the  debates,  es 

offered  a  resolution  to  furnish  mem- 
bers with  fifteen  additional  newspapers,  74 

offered  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  standing  committee  upon  chari- 
table institutions,  96    \\% 

offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
secretary  of  the  convention,  1028 

remarks  upon-^ 

adjournmentover  till  May,  goo 

adjournment  sme  die  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  503 

appointment  of  special  committee  upon 
basis  of  representation,  62   63 

appointment  of  standing  committee 
upon  charitable  institutions,  95 

appointment  of  special  committee  up- 
on the  bill  of  rights,  224 

appointment  of  special  committee  up- 
on the  right  of  suffrage,  2I8 
basis  of  general  banking,  775 
basis  of  representation,             545,  554,  578 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly,                                                        511,513,564 
board  of  education,                             937  944 
boundaries  of  the  state,                            141 
capitol  and  university  ;  location  of,         926 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  291,  301,  306 
313,  329,  425 
classification   and   number    of    sena- 
tors,                                                          518,520,523 

competency  of  witnesses,  and  religious 
tests,  174,  180,  184,  186,  188 

conduct  of  first  messenger,  275   276 

contracts  for  state  indebtedness,  in 
certain  cases  to  be  void,  2T4,  281 

court  of  common  pleas,  643 

criminal  prusecutions  ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 119,  120,  123,  736,  737 

denizens  ;  persons  not  citizens,  other 
than  foreigners,  130,  133,  136 

disposition  of  school  fund,  848 

distribution  of  debates,  852 

distribution  of  the  constitution  in  Ger- 
man, 984 

districting  the  state  for  judicial  pur- 
poses, 874,  875,  876 
drawing  seats  in  senate  chamber,  81,  82 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  territory  in  Iowa,  210,  212 
expenses  of  board  of  education,  966 
first  messenger  ;  conduct  of,             275,  276 
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HARRIS,  AMOS, 

remarks  upon — 

first  election  of  county  officers  and 
district  judges  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion, 996 

furnish  members  with  twenty-five 
daily  newspi^pers,  25 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 28,  68,  70,  178 

furnishing  members  with  the  reports 

of  the  supreme  court,  88,  89,  92 

general  banking,  775 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 

of  the  debates,  1027 

Greene's  reports  of  the  supreme  court; 
purchase  of  1053 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 813 

instructing  committees  to  report  by  a 
certain  time,  627 

judges  of  supreme  court ;  number  of,     463 
judges;  salaries  of,  479,483,484 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  509,  632,  634 
judicial  districts  ;  plan  of,         874,  875,  876 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,         811 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over 
teiTitory  in  Iowa,  210,  212 

length  of  schools  in  each  school  dis- 
trict, 817,  822 
lieutenant  governor,  594 
limitation  of  debate,                                    301 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness,               209 

270,  271 
location  of  state  capitol  and  university,  926 
manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 119,  120,  123,  736,  737 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,  988 
negroes  and  mulattoes  to  be  prohibited 
from  comiwg  into  the  slate,  913 

.  negroes  and  mulattoes  ;  right  to  hold 
property  and  give  testimony,  390 

natural  rights  of  man,  732,  733 

night  sessions  of  the  convention,  813 

number  of  courts,  231,  254,  409,  470 

number  of  judges  of  supreme!  court,         463 

number  ofjudicial  districts,  475,  509 

032,  034 

number  and  classification  of  sena- 
tors, 518,  520,  523 

number  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives, 553,  554 

offering  resolutions  of  enquiry,  86 


order  of  business,  97,   98,217 

221,  284,  288,  881 

personal  and  general  explanations,        1062 

political  parties,  upon  the  question  of 

slavery,  905 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,  398 

printing  the  reports  of    the    special 

committee  upon  the  bill  of  rights,  655 

printing  of  the  journal   and   constitu- 
tion, 974 
private  property  taken  for  roads,     126,  128 
private  property  for  public  uses,      202,  20-1 
prohibition  of  negroes  and  mulattoes 
from  coming  into  the  state,  913 
prosecuting  attorneys,  476 
publication  of  the  debates,              41,  45,  55 
purchasing  Greene's  report  of  the  su- 
preme court,                                                       1053 

recommitting  the  report  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  to  that  committee,  258,  259,  509 

recommitting  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands,  to 
that  committee,  854 

reference  of  resolution  of  enquiry  io 
judiciary  committee,  04 

registering  of  the  voters  of  this  state,     869 
religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 174,  180,  184,  186,  188 

removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 

City,  17,  IS 

repeal  of  incorporations,  109,  114 

156,  162,  407 

report  of  committee  on  amendments  to 

the  constitution,  604,   000,    613 

010,1031,  1032 

860,  804,  807 

479,  483,  484 

650 

1038,  1039 

1042,  10J3,  1044 

1045, 1046, 1048 

schools  in  each  school  district,         817,  822 

school  fund,  848 

scholars  in  common  schools,  842 

senators ;  number   and    classification 

of,  518,  520,  523 

senators  and  representatives ;  num- 
ber of,  653,  554 

slavery  question ;  political  parties 
upon, 

special  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, 

special  committee  on  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, 62,  03 


residence  of  voters, 
salaries  ofjudges, 
salaries  of  state  officers, 
schedule;  report  upon. 
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special  committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,     224 
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State  bank, 
state  boundaries, 
state  indebtedness, 
state  officers  ;  salaries  of. 


375,  383,  389 
141 

269,  270,  271 
550 


submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  804 

supreme  court ;  number  of  judges  of,     463 
time  of  taking  effect  of  laws,  551 

United  States  ;  jurisdiction  over  terri- 
tory in  Iowa,  210,  212 

university   and    state    capitol ;     loca- 
tion of  926 
veto  power  of  the  governor,  526 
voters  ;  registry  of,                                   869 
vote  of  the  people  upon   calling  con- 
vention to  revise  the  constitution,       1031,  1032 
voters ;  reltd-nce  of,                   860,  864,  867 
"white;"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  word,                                                   905 

Hawkins,  James,   appointed   messenger 
pro  tern,  5 

elected  first  messenger,  8 

conduct  of,  275 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Harris, 
Skiff, 
Warren, 
Young, 
Hawkins,  James;  rate  of  per  diem  of, 

amount  oi per  diem  of. 
Highways  ;    resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation to  laying  out,  opening  and  working, 
legislature  to  pass  no  special  laws  in 
relation  to,  84,  531 

Holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 


276 

276 

275,  276 

275,  276 

276 

276 

859 

1050 


48 


tion, 


573,  780,  813 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  818 
Clarke  of  Ht  nry,  573 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  573,  814 
Gillaspy,  813 
Harris,  813 
Johnston,  813 
Palmer,  573 
Skiff,  815 
Solomon,  573 
Todhunter,  813 
Wilson,  573,  813,  814 
Holland  language  ;  printing  of  the  con- 
stitution in,  743,  973,  986 


HOLLINGSWORTH,  JEREMIAH. 

appointed  upon  standing  commmittee 
on  the  right  of  suffrHge,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  militia,  22 

appointed  upon   the  select  committee 
on  the  basis  of  representation,  74 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

House  of  representatives  ;  age  of  mem- 
bers of,  83,  515 

apportionment  of,    ,         84,540,  1011,  1013 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Marvin, 
Skijgf, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 


1015,  1016 

1013,  1014,  1015 

1016 

1011 

540,  1014,  1015 

1015 


House  of  representatives  ;  basis  of  re- 
preseniBtion  in,  275,  543,  554 

557,  579 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
Parvin, 
Solomon, 


554, 555 

546 

545,  554,  578 

548 

544,  546,  554 

646,  549,  577 

578,  579 

Traer,  543,  554,  578 

House  of  representatives ;    first  election 

under  new  constitution  of  members  of,  914,  996 

number  of  members  of,       84,  541,  552,  576 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Harris, 
Palmer, 
Solomon, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 


542,  553 
553,  554 
541,  542,  553 
541,  542 
541,  553 
541,  576 

House  of  representatives  ;   qualification 
of  members  of,  83,  515 

term  of  ofiSce  of  members  of,     83,  514,  550 
term  of  residence  of,  83,  516,  557 

567,  1015 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee,  569,  578 

Clarke  of  Henry,  568 
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House  of  representatives  ;  term  of  I'esi- 
dence  of  members  of — 


remarks  of— 

Cbtrke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gillaspj, 

Gower, 

Gray, 

Parvin, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 


568,  1015 

571 

557,  569,  571 

568 

567 

571 

567,  570,  571,  572 

557,  568,  572 


House  of  representatives  ;  time  of  elect- 
ing members  of,  83,  514,  550 
to  have  sole  power  of  impeachment,  83,  527 

Howell,  J.  B.;  admitted  to  the  floor  of 
the  convention  as  reporter  for  the  Gate 
City,  19 

Howe,  S.  S. ;  communication  from,  con- 
cerning the  publication  of  the  debates,  11 

admitted  to  the  floor  of  the  conven- 
tion as  the  reporter  from  the  Iowa  City 
Republican, 


Idiots  and  insane  persons  not  allowed  to 
Vote,  36, 

Impeachment ;  cases  of,  not  pardonable 
by  the  governor,  77, 

cases  to  be  tried  before  the  senate,     83, 
effect  of  conviction,  83,  527,  551, 

house  of  representatives  to  have  sole 
power  of,  83, 

officers  liable  to,  83,  527,  551, 

temporary  court  for  trial  of  cases  of. 
Imprisonment  for  debt ;  only  in  cases  of 
fraud,  99,  129, 

for  militia  fines,  only  in  time  of  war, 

129, 
Incidental  printing   of  the  convention  ; 
John  Teesdale  emjiloyed  for  the, 

Incorporation  of  cities  and  towns  ;  legis- 
lature to  pass  no  special  laws  for,  84, 

Incorporations;   appointment  of  stand- 
ing committee  upon, 

appointment  of  select  committee  upon, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
petition  referred  to  standing  commit- 
tee upon, 

report  from  standing  committee  upon, 
report  from  select  committee  upon, 


resolutions  of  inquiry  referred  to,  38,  39,  52 
third  reading  of  article  upon,  1022 

yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final  passage 
of  the  article  upon,  1024 

Indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties — 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Ayres, 
Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee, 


Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 


291, 


51,  318, 
421,  423, 

427, 

52,  801, 
344,  416, 

50,  51,  52, 
309,  336, 
417,  418, 
425,  426, 


292,  297 
306 

324,  418 
425,  426 
777,  808 

325,  343 
805,  805 
304,  305 
344,  415 
421,  425 
427,  776 


Edwards, 

293,  295,  300,  301 
304,  306,  316,  330 

19 

335,  421,  492,  423 
425,  776,  806,  812 

Ells, 

322 

Emerson, 

51,  207,  315,  316 

869 

Gibson, 

317,318,  812 
424,  810 

586 
527 
574 

Giliaspy, 

Gower, 
Gray, 

294,  307,  328,  416 

421,  777,  778,  805 

290,  294 

295 

527 
574 
260 

Hall, 

51,  52,  292,  295,  299 
302,  303,  305,  307 

313,  314,  324,  327 

328,  332,  343,  421 

207 

99 

Harris, 

426,  806 
291,  301,  306 

207 

Johnston, 

313,  329,  425 
51,  291,  302,  342 

24 

Marvin, 

343,  426,  776 
290,  297,  312,  423 

531 

I'almcr, 
Parvio, 

298 
305,  307,  314,  425 

22 
430 

Patterson, 
Peters, 

297 
317,  318,  417,  805 

Price, 

333 

Scott, 

313,  422 

429 

Skiff, 

290,  311,  415 
425,  427,  808 

24 

Solomon, 

311,  776,  778 

96 

Traer, 

421,  775,  776,  777 

648 

Warren, 

51 
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Wilson, 


309,  327,  328 

416,  422 

Young,  421 

Indebtedness  of  the  State — provision  in 

relation  to  limitatiou  of,  260,  2(6 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Scott, 

SkifiF, 

Solomon, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 


266,  267,  268, 
267,  272, 

263, 

261,  262, 

261, 

269,  270, 

270,  272,; 
261,  264,  265, 


262,  264,  265, 
261,  263,  264, 


Winchester,  265, 

Infamous  crimes — disabilities  of  persons 
convicted  of,  180, 

Insane  persons  and   idiots  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  vote,  36, 

Instructing   committees  to  report  by  a 
certain  time, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Edwards, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Palmer, 
Parviu, 
Wilson, 
Insurrection — State    to  have    power   to 
contract  debts  to  suppress,  54,  273, 

Invasion — State  to   have  power  to  con- 
tract debts  to  repel,  52,  273, 

suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus in  time  of,  99,  125, 

Involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime, 
prohibited  in  the  State,  100,  138, 


271 
272 
277 
265 
270 
268 
267 
268 
227 
267 
1277 
271 
268 
271 
265 
271 
272 
268 
270 
265 
266 
270 

869 

869 

626 


627 
627 
627 
627 
627 
627 
627 

279 
279 

202 
209 


Iowa  City — location  of  the  State  univer- 
sity at,  40,  47,  648,  770 
801,  811,  824,  838 
877,  922,  1017 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Alamakee, 

Clarke  of  Heury, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hi.ll, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Skiff, 

Solomon, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 

Winchester, 


934 

928 

924,  925 

838,  926 

877,  930 

771,  840 

877 

770,  922,  925 

877,  931 

926 

801 

877,  938 

839 

771 

816,317,  822 

1017 

801,  839,  1017 

Iowa  City  ;  removal  of  convention  from,         5 

12,22 


Mr, 


remarks 

of- 

Ayres, 

7 

Bunker, 

14 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

17 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

15,  17 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

11,  12, 

14 

16,  18 

Edwards, 

18,20 

Ells, 

11, 

12,  13 

Emerson, 

17,  18 

Gillaspy, 

18 

Gower, 

16 

Hall, 

13, 

15 

17,  18 

Harris, 

17,  18 

Johnston, 

11 

Parvin, 

13,17 

Patterson, 

16,  17 

Todhunter, 

12 

Traer, 

12,  16 

Wilson, 

17,  18 

Iowa  City  Republican,  admission  of  re- 
porter of,  upon  the  floor  of  the  convention,       19 

Iowa  City  Republican,  Mr.  Edwards 
moved  to  subscribe  for  each  member  of  the 
convention  five  copies  of,  23 

Issuing  of  paper  money,  resolution  in 
relation  to,  3   9 
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JOHNSTON,  EDWARD. 

appointed  upon  committee  to  draft  tlie 
rules  of  the  convention,  10 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upou  the  distribution  of  powers,  and 
the  legislative  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  incorporations,  22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  militi;t,  74 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  article  upon  the  ju- 
dicial department,  227 

appointed  upon  the  committee  on  ac- 
counts and  expenditures,  7-43 

appointed   upon  the  select  committee 

upon  the  school  fund,  781 

credentials  of,  6 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 

accounts  and  expendiiures,  758 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
accounts  and  expenditures  concerning  the 
mileage  of  members,  1025 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 

accounts  and  expenditures    upon   the  cost 

of  newspapers  furnished  to  me!nbers,  102G 

mileage  of,  1026 

nominated  J.  C.  Hall  for  president  of 

the  convention,  G 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry   con- 
cerning the  article  upon  the  legislative  de- 
partment, 30 
offered  a   resolution    of  enquiry  con- 
cerning the  article   on  education  and 
school  lands,  S9 
ofl'ered   a   resolution   concerning   the 
per  diem  of  the  president  of  the  convention,     7G0 

offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
president  of  the  convention,  1022 

offered  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  upon  the  school 
fund,  78 

remarks  upon — 

age  of  persons  to  seive  in  the  militia,     Gil 

appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  convention,  19 

appointment  of  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  62 

appointment  of  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  223,220 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  ac- 
counts and  expenditures,  741 


banking  under  general  laws,  347 

board  of  education,  724,  725,  706 

city  and  county  indebtedness,     51,  291,  302 
342,  343,  426,  776 
classification  and  number  of  senators,     523 
compensation  of  enrolling  clerk,  1055 

competency  of  witnesses,  and  religious 


tests. 


200 
G4G 


201 


94 
347 


279 
813 

267 

627 


continuing  in  otSce  present  legislature 

and  State  officers, 

criminal     prosecutions ;    manner     of 

conducting, 

disposition  of  the  school  fund,  846,  847, 850 
furnishing  members  with  newspapers,  lO 
furnishing    members    with    reports  of 

the  supreme  court, 
general  banking, 

Greene's  reports  of  the  supreme  court ; 
purchase  of,  1052,  1053,  1054 

guaranteeing  school    and   university 

funds    against   losses    in    consequence   of 

fraud  or  mismanagement  of  State  officers, 

holding  night  sessions, 

indebtedness  of  the  State, 

instructing  committees   to  report  by  a 

certain  time, 

Lee  county;  division  of,  999,  1000,  1036 
limitation  of  debate,  362,  502 

limitation  of  State  indebtedness,  267 

location  of  State  university,  801 

mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,     989 
manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  convention, 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  pros 
ecutions, 

militia;  nge  of  persons  to  serve  in, 
night  sessions  of  the  convention, 
number  of  courts,  -  439,  444 

number  and  classification  of  senators,     623 
number  and  length  of  sessions  of  the 
board  of  education,  769 

oath  to  be   taken  by  members  of  the 
convention,  9 

offering  resolutions  of  enquiry,    31,  40,  46 

86 
officers  of  the  board  of  education,  770 

order  of  busines,  216,  329,  717 

personal  and  general  explanation,  1061 

postage  of  the  convention,  1049,  1055 

postponing  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  the  legislative  department,  219 

printing  the  reports  of  standing  com- 
mittees, 3  7 


38 

201 
641 
813 
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printing   the   reports  of    the    special 
committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  656 

printing  the  constitution  in  German,  743 
publication  of  the  debates,  44,  54,  58 

purchasing  Greene's  reports  of  the  su- 
preme court,  1052,  1053,  1054 

reco  'mitting  the  report  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  to  said  committee,         256,  257 

religious  tests,  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 200 

removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  U 

repeal  of  banking  laws,  406 

retaining  present  legislature  and  state 
officers  in  office,  646 

salaries  of  state  officers,  578 

schedule  ;  report  upon,  1037,  1047 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of,  846,  847,  850 
senators  ;  number  and  classification  of,  523 
sessions  of  the  board  of  education,  769 

special  committee  upon  the  basis  of 
representation  62 

special  committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,     223 

226 

state  indebtedness,  limitation  of,  267 

state  university  ;  location  of,  801 

suppression  of  debate  upon  the  subject 

of  the  rt  moval of  tbe  convention  from  Iowa 

City,  36 

term  of  the  sessions  of  the  board  of 
education,  969 

university  ;  location  of,  801 

vote  upon  the  constitution,  1055 

Journal  of  the  convention  ;  compensa- 
tion of  the  secretary  for  enrolling,  877 

enrolled  copy  to  be  deposited  iu  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  758 

to  be  examined  and  corrected  by  the 
president  of  the  convention,  20 

resolution  concerning  the  placing  re- 
ports, resolutions,  &c.,  at  large  upon,         64,  85 

resolution  concerning  the  printing  and 
distributing  of,  742,  814,  972 


remarks  of— 

- 

Mr 

.  Bunker, 

978, 

979 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

973,  974, 

981 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

975,  981, 

982 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

814,  815, 
974,  975, 

973 
979 

Edwards, 

974,  976, 

977 

Gower, 

814. 

983 

Hall, 

815, 

976,  978, 

98u 

PAGE 

Harris,  974 

Marvin,  814, 982 

Parvin,  742,  814,  974 

975,  977,  979 

Skifif,  975,  976,  978 

Solomon,  983 

Traer,  980 

AVilson,  973,  974 

975,  977,  978 

Judges    of  the   district   courts  ;  first 

election  under  the  new  constitution  of,  914,  996 

impeachment  of,  83,  527,  551,  574 

manner  of  electing,  115,  259,  455 

salaries  of,  84,  116,  259,  478 

504,  550,  655,  578 

remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 


480,  489 
480, 485, 489 
491,  493,  505,  507 
Clarke  of  Johnson,        479,  48L  485,  487 
489,  491,  493,  506 
Day,  488,  504 

Edwards,  488 

Ells,  487 

Emerson,  486 

Gibson,  481 

Gillaspy,  480,  482,  593,  506 

Gray,  181,  404,  505,  506 

Hall,  480.481,483 

484,  486,  491 
505,  506,  507 
Harris,  47^,  483,  484 

Marvin,  482,  483 

Patterson,  505 

Peters,  485,  487 

Solomon,  506 

Traer,  479,  483 

Wilson,  479,  484,  490 

491,  493,  506 
Winchester,  481 

Judges  of  the  district  courts;  term  of 
office  of,  115,  239,  457 

trial  of  116,260,457 

vacancies  in  office  of,  116,  260 

Judges  of  the  supreme  court;  classi- 
fication of,  115,  259,  449,  473 

first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 
tution  of,  914,  995,  996 

impeachment  of,  83,  527,  551,  574 

jurisdiction  of,  116,  259,  448 

manner  of  electing,  115,  259,  449 

number  of,  115,  259,  446,  462 
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remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

4C4 

Clark  of  Alaniakee, 

4G3 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

448:  463, 

466 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

4-17,  448,  4G2, 

404 

Gillaspy, 

462 

Uall, 

44G,  447,  4G3, 

4GG 

Harris, 

463 

Palmer, 

447, 

448 

Traer, 

4G2 

Wilson, 

449 

451 

Judges  of  the  supreme 

court ;  repor- 

ter  of, 

116, 

2G0 

Salaries  of, 

84,  116,  259 

478 

504,  550,  555 

578 

remarks  of- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Day, 
Edwards, 

Ells, 

Emerson, 

Gibson, 

Giliasp}', 

Gray, 

Hall, 


480,  489 

480,  485,  489 

491,  493,  505,  507 

479,  481,  485,  487 
489,  491,  493,  506 

488,  504 
488 
487 
486 
481 

480,  482,  493,  506 

481,  504,  505,  506 
480,  481,  483 
484.  486,  491 
505,  506,  507 
479,  483,  484 

482,  483 

505 

485,  487 

506 

479,483 

•479,  484,  490,  491 

493,  506 

481 

Judjjes  of  the    euprcme    court;  tci in  of 
office  of,  115,259,449.471 

trial  of  judges  of,  11  (J,  2G0,  457 

Judicial    department;     appointment    of 
Rtanding  committee  upon,  10,  19,  22 

niiijority   report  from  standing  com- 
mittee upon,  115 

minority    report  from   standing  com- 
mittee upon,  llG 

recommitting  reports  to  standing  com- 
mittcf's  upon,  256,  509  ; 


Harris, 

Marvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

^Yinchcste^, 


256,  257,  2o8 
509 
257 
257 

258,  259,  509 

25G, 257 

256 


140 
140 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clnrke  of  Johnston, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Parvin, 
Traer, 
judicial  department ;  reference    of  sec- 
tions  eleven    and  thirteen    of  the  bill   of 
rights  to  standing  committees  upon, 
report  of  committee  upon, 
resolutions  o!  enquiry  referred  to  com- 
mittee upon,  83,  38,  46,  47,  81,  82 

second  majority  report  from  standing 
ing  committee  upon,  259 

second  minority  report  from  standing 

ing  committee  upon,  260 

third  reading  of  article  upon,  1019 

yeas  and   nays  upon  final   passage  of 

article  upon,  1020 

Judicial  districts;  first  general  assembly 
under  the  new  constitution  to  divide  the 
State  into,  915,998 

number  of,  115,  259,  450,  475 

508,  628 


remarks  of — 


Ml'.  Clarice  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Gibson, 
Govver, 
Harris, 
Parvin, 
Patterson, 
Price, 
Skill', 
Wilson, 
Winchester, 
Young, 
Judicial  districts  ;  plan  of, 
rc-organizatiou  of, 

remarks  of — 

Jlr.  Clnrkc  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Palmer, 
Wil,-on, 


629,  630 

629,  633 

509,  629 

631 

634 

475 

475,  509,  632,  634 

630 

635 

629 

631 

634 

633 

632,  634 

874 

116,  2G0,  460,  507 

628 


638 

460,  507,  635,  636 

637 

460 

507,  636 
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Judicial  districts  ;  resolution  calling  for 
information  in  relation  to,  40 

Jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,     48,  124 

643,  795,810 

remarks  of-~ 

Mr.  Bunker,  797 

Clarke  of  Alamakee,  795,  79G 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  125, 810 

Gibson,  795,  797,  798 

Gillaspy,  796,  798 

Gower,                   *  797 

Harris,  811 

Palmer,  124 

Skiff,  795 

Jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  116,  259,  455 

of  the  United  States  over  territory  in 

the  State  of  Iowa,  138,  209 


K 


Keokuk  Times  ;  reporter  of,  admitted  to 
the  floor  of  the  convention,  19 

Kynett,  Rev.  Alpheus,  appointed   chap- 
lain of  the  convention,  24 
compensation  of,                                          760 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Solomon, 
Todhunter, 


760,  761 

760,  761 

760 

760,  761 


remarks  of— 


Mr.  Emerson, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Peters, 
Solomon, 
Wilson, 
Winchester, 


210,211 
210,  212 
210,  212 

209,  213 

210,  211 
209,  210,  211,  212 

212 


Jurors  ;  res^olution  of  enquiry  in  relation 
to  empaneling,  48 

Jury  trial ;  provision  in   relation  to,       64,  99 

119,  201 


remarks  of- 


119 
119 
119 
119 
119 


48 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Scott, 
Todhunter, 
Justices  of  the  peace  ;  resollition  of  en 
quiry  in  rf  lation  to  practice  in  courts  of, 

jurisdiction  of,  48,  124,  140,  201 

643,  795,  810 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  797 

Clarke  of  Alamakee,  795,  796 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  125,  810 

Gibson,  795,  797,  798 

Gillaspy,  .                      796,  798 

Gower,  797 

Harris,  811 

Palmer,  124 

Skiff,  795 


Lacossit,  H.  B. ;  admitted  to  the  floor  of 
the  convention  as  the  reporter  of  the  "North 
West,-' 

Lands ;  leases  of  limited  to  twenty  years, 
location  by  the  State  of  public,      648, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Price, 
Lands,  school.    (See  school  lands.) 
Laws  ;  character  of  banking,         96,  344, 

419, 
remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee,  370,371, 

Clarke  of  Henry,  347,  350,  353, 

359,  364,  368, 

779, 

346,  791, 

344,  346,  351, 

347, 

850,  363, 

346,  348,  350, 
353,  857,  859, 


Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Peters, 

Skiff, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

Young, 


372,  786, 
347,  354,  785, 


394, 

787,  788, 

335,  358,  363, 

775, 


23 

213 
801 
811 

811 

801 
801 
801 

362 

775 

386 
358 
370 
789 
792 
789 
348 
354 
794 
363 
352, 
794 
775 
788 
787 
788 
357 
846 
791 
789 
370 
789 
370. 
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Laws :  repeal  of  banking,   97,  405,  049,772 
remarks    of — 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry,         404,  40o,  773,  774 


Clarke  of  Johnson, 

404,  773 

Johnston, 

406 

Palraer, 

405 

Skiff, 

404 

Wilson, 

404,  40.5,  406 

Laws  for  establishing    corporations  ; 
repeal  of,  104,  143,  407,  420,  629 

remarks  of — 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Hall, 

330 

Harris, 

551 

Palmer, 

630 

Wilson, 

530 

r.  Bunker, 

165 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

106,107,  111,  113 

114,  156,401 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

104,110,  111,  115 

152 

154,  165,  168,412 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

105,  108,  145,158 

160,   161,  408,  409 

Diy, 

406 

Edwards, 

150 

Harris, 

109, 

114,  156,  162,  407 

Palmer, 

104, 

106,  171,  411,  412 

Parvin, 

109 

Peters, 

144,  145 

Price, 

151 

Scott, 

104 

S.aff, 

164,  168,407,  40  8 

Solomon, 

161 

Traer, 

145,  409 

Wilson, 

105,  106, 107,  111 
114,  153,  154,  155 

160, 

161,  407,408,  409 

Winchester, 

158 

Laws ;  submission 

to  the 

people  of,     53,  97 

140,  273,  279,407 

420,  556,  749,  773 

801,  811 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Gower, 
Gray, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvia, 
Parvin, 
Skiff, 
Wilson, 


773 
802 
804 

801,  803 

802,  804 
804 
802 
773 

802,  808,  804 
804 


Laws ;  to  remain  in    force  under   the 
new  constitution,  914,  994 

time  of  taking  effect  of,  84,  629,  551 


Laws  to  be  of  uniform  operation,         84,  99 
118,  200,  531,  Sol,  575 

remarks  of — 

Mr,  Clarke  of  Johnson,  532 

Edwaids,  531 

Palmer,  532 

Parvin,  532 

Lay  on  the    table,   motion   to ;  to   be 

decided  without  debate,  21 

effect  of  motion  to,  25 

Leases  of  land  to  be  limited  to  twen' 

ty  years,  213 

Leave  of  absence  granted  to  Mr.  Cot- 
ton, 87 
Traer,  276 
"Winchester,  1034 
Lee,  Judge  F.  H.,  administered  the  oath 
to  members  of  the  convention,  12 

Lee  county  ;  provision  in  relation  to  the 

division  of,                                               999,  lOSS 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Edwards, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Johnston, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 


lOOO 

lOOO 

999, 1036 

999 

1000 

1000 

999,  1000,  1036 

990 

999 

1036 

1000 

999,  1000 


Legislative  department;  appointment  of 
standing  committee  upon,  10,  19,  21 

consideration   of   report    of  standing 
committee  upon,  509,  758 

petition  referred  to  standing  commit- 
tee upon,  79 
report  from  standing  committee  upon,       82 
resolutions    of    inquiry    referred    to 
standing  committee  upon,                23,  33,  35,  38 
third  reading  of  article  upon,                 1008 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final  passage 
of  the  article  upon,                                            1017 
Legislature ;  special  sessions  of,      39,  77,  5  °° 
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Length  of  school  in  each  s 

;hool  district,       78 

770,  816,  825. 

remarks  of- 

- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alanaakc  e, 

818,  821,  822 

Ells, 

818 

Gibson, 

770,  816,  823 

Giliaspy, 

824 

Gowei-, 

816 

Hall, 

819,  822,  824 

Harris, 

817,  822 

Marvin, 

819 

Palmer, 

823 

Scott, 

817 

Skiff, 

816,  818 

Todhunter, 

816,  817,  822 

Traer, 

819 

Length  of  sessions  of   board  of  educa- 

tion, 

78, 

768,  816,  938 

remarks  of- 

- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

825 

Hall, 

769 

Johnston, 

769 

Marvin, 

768, 769 

Skiff, 

769 

Todhunter, 

769 

Liabilities  of  stockholders 

in  banks,    96,  363 

419,  785 

remarks  of— 

- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 

370,  371,  786 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

364 

368,  370,  789 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

363 

364,  366,  789 

Emerson, 

786 

Marvin, 

788 

Palmer, 

372,  786,  787 

Parvin, 

785, 788 

Scott, 

785 

Traer, 

787,  788,  789 

Wilson, 

363,  370 

Libel ;  provision  in  relation  to 

jrosecu- 

tion  for, 

99,  118,  201 

Lieutenant  Governor ;  age 

of. 

77,  580,  597 

remarks  of- 

- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 

582 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

581 

Giliaspy, 

581,  582 

Marvin, 

581 

Palmer, 

580,  582 

Parvin, 

582 

Scott, 

580,  581 

Skiff, 

580 

Solomon, 

680 

PAGE 


597 


Lieutenant  Governor;  compensation  of, 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  597,  593 

Palmer,  597 

Scott,  598 

Traer,  597^  593 

Lieutenant  Governor;   creation  of  office 
of)  39,  77,  580,  586,  591 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gibson, 
Gray, 
Harris, 
Wilson, 
Lieutenant  Governor  ;  eligibility  to  ofBce 
of,  77,  580,  586,  5  97 

first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion of,  914,  995 
to  be  president  of  the  senate,  77.  588,  597 
residence  in  the  state  of,  77,  580,  597 
term  of  office  of,  77,  580,  586,  597 
vacancy  in  the  office  of, 
when  to  act  as  governor. 
Limitation  of  debate, 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Edwards, 


594 
591,  695 
592 
595 
591 
594 
593,  595 


77,  588,  597 

77,  587,  597 

360,  361,  500 


Giliaspy, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Scott, 

Skiff, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

Winchester, 


501 
862,  500,  501 
500 
501 
501 
361 

362,  501 
361 
501 
501 

361,  362 

501 

361,  862;  500 

501 


Limitation  of  state  indebtedness  ;  pro- 
vision in  relation  to,  260,  276 
remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Giliaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 


271 

266,  267,  268,  272 

267,  272,  277 

268 

263.  270 

261,  262,  268 

261,  267 

26  8 
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Limitation  of  state  indebtedness  ;  pro- 
vision in  relation  to,  260,  261 
7-emarks  of — 
Uarris,                                      269,   270,  271 
JobnstoD,  2GY 
Palmer,                                     270,  272,  277 
Parvin,                               261,  26-1,  265,  272 
Patterson.                                                  2G8 
Scott,                                                       271 
Sliiff,                                                           265 
Solomon,                                                    271 
Todhunter,                                              272 
Traer,                       262,  264,  265,  568,  270 
Wilson,                    261,  263,  264,  265,  266 
Wincliester,                                       265,  270 
Liquors;  prohibition  of  intoxicating,     139 
209,  647,  812 
Location  of  the  capitol  of  the  state,  40,  648 
770,  801,  811 
838,  877,  922,  1017 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Bunker, 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Gibson, 
Gillaspy, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Palmer, 
Skiff, 
Traer, 

Location  of  county  seats  and  bounda- 
ries, 45,  532,  551,  556 
rcmarliS  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,        53.'^,  536,  539,  552 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Marvin, 
Peters, 
Scott, 
Solomon, 
Traer, 

Location  of  public  lands  by  the  state,     698 

801,  811 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  811 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  801 

Hall,  801 

Price,  801 


Location  of  state  university,         40,  47,  698 

770,  801,  811,  824 

838,  877,  922,'l0l7 


remarks  of — 


917 

928 
924,  925 

926 
877,  930 
771,  840 

877 
922,  925 
877,  931 

926 
877,  933 

839 
1017 


535,  539,  552 

652 

534 

535,  538 

632,  533,  635,  552 

556 

533 

534 

533,  534,  537 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Skiff, 

Solomon, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 

Winchester, 


934 

928 

924,  925 

838,  926 

877,  930 

771,  840 

877 

770,  922,  925 

877,  931 

926 

801 

877,  933 

839 

771 

816,  817,  822 

1017 

801,  839,  1017 


Lord,  W.  Blair  ;  appointed  reporter  of 
the  debates  of  the  convention, 


i; 


appointed  to  superintend  the  publica- 
tion of,  and  to  index  the  debates,  761,  921 
resolution  of  thanks  to,  1034 
Losses  to  school  and  university  fund 
in  consequence  of  the  fraud  or  mismanage- 
ment of  stale  officers,                                  272,277 

re/narks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  278 

Clarke  of  Henry,  279 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  277,  278 

Gower,  277 

Hall,  273,278 

Johnston,  279 

Skiff,  277,  278 

Young,  279 

Lotteries  ;  not  to  be  authorized  in  this 
state,  84,  530 

Lottery  tickets  ;  not  to  be  authorized 
in  this  state,  84,  530 

Lucrative  offices  ;  holders  of  not  eli- 
gible to  other  offices,  83 

Luse,  A.  P.  &  Co. ;  appointed  printers 
of  the  debates,  26 

appointed  to  forward  slips   to  mem- 
bers after  adjournment,  1003 
contract  for  printing  the  debates  with,       26 
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Magistrates  ;  jurisdiction  of,      48,  124,  140 
201,  ^95,  810 

remarks  of- — 
Mr.  Bunker,  797 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  795,  796 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  125,  810 

Gibson,  795,  797,  798 

Gillaspy,  796,  798 

Gower,  797, 

Harris,  811 

Palmer,  124 

Skiff,  795 

Mahin,  John  ;  appointed    to   print 
the  journal   of  the  convention,         742,814,973 

compensation  for  printing  the  journal 
of  the  convention,  1050 

Mail  matter  to  be  forwarded  to  mem- 
bers after  the  adjournment,  1012 

Mailing  slips  of  the  debates  to    mem- 
bers of  the  convention  after  adjournment,     1003 
Making  common  schools  free  of  charge,  968 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry,  970 

Ells,  968,  971 

Gillaspy,  968 

Marvin,  968,  969 

Palmer,  971 

Skiff,  969 

Traer,  970,  971 

Wilson,  969 

Manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  convention,  10,  48,  04,  95 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  38 

Gibson,  38 

Johnston,  58 

Patterson,  38 

Traer,  37 

Wilson,  38 

Manner  of  conducting   criminal  pros- 
ecutions, &c.,  64,  99, 119,  201,  736 
remarks  of — 
Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  120,  122,  737 
Clarke  of  Henry,                    121,  123,  124, 

201,  736 
Hall,  120,  122,  123,  730 

Harris,  119,  120,  123,  736,7  37 

Johnston,  201 

Palmer,  122 

Parvin,  121,  122 

Skiff,  201 


Solomon,  122 

Todhunter,  121,  123 

Wilson,  ,  121,  124,  738,  740 

Maquoketa  Excelsior;  reporter  of  ad- 
admitted  to  the  floor  of  the  convention,  23 

Marine  service  of  the  United  States  ; 
persons  in,  not  allowed  to  vote  in  this 
state,  unless  citizens,  36,  869 

MARVIN,  A.  H. 

appointed  on  the  standing  committee 
on  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  education  and  school  lands,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  right  of  suffrage,  219 

credtntials  of,  6 

Made  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mitttee  on  education  and  school  lands,  78 

Made  a  second  report  from  standing 
committee  on  education  and  school  lands,       871 

mileage  of,  1026 

offered  a  resolution  to  increase  the 
number  of  slips  of  debates  to  be  furnish- 
ed to  members,  179 

remarks  upon — ■ 

adjournment   over  till  May,  499 

age    of  governor  and  lieutenant,  gov- 
ernor, 581 
allowing   students  to  vote,  665 
appointment    of  special  committee  on 
the  bill  of  rights,                                                  226 
apportionment    of  representation,          1016 
basis  of  representation,  548 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly,                                                                512,  566 
board  of  education,           600,  756,  949,  950 
city  and  county    indebtedness,         290,  297, 

312,  423 
common  school  system,  825,  827,  837 

common    schools  to  be  free  of  charge,     968 

969 
compensation   of  board  of  education,      964 
compensation  of  the  secretary  of  state 
for  distributing  Greene's  reports,  1048 

contracts  for  state  indebtedness  in 
certain  cases  to  be  void,  233 

county   seats  and  boundaries,  532,  533 

585,  552 
denizens  ;  persons  other  than  foreign- 
ers not  citizens,  132 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,                 1001 
distribution  of  debates,     765,  853,  918,  921 
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MARViX,  A.  H. 

remarks  upon — 

distribution  of  tiie  rules  and    regula- 
tions of  the  board  of  education,  938 
eligibility  to  the  general  assembly,  528 
filling  vacancies  in  the  office    of  gov- 
ernor,                                                                    587 

furnishing  raembers    with    "couetitu- 
tions  of  the  states,"'  20 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 119 
general  assembly ;  time  of  meeting  of,  515 
judges  ;  salaries  of,  482,  483, 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  797 
liability  of  stockholders  in  bai-iks,  T8S 
limitation  of  debate,  361 
locating  county  seats  and  bounda- 
ries,                                               532,  533, 535, 552 

making    common      schools      free     of 
charge,  968, 969 

number    and    length   of    sessions    of 
board  of  education,  768,  769 

oath  to  be  taken  by    the  raembers  of 
the  convention,  9 

offering  resolutions  of  enquiry,  33 

order  of  business,  286 

pardoning  power  of  the  governor,  587 

postage  of  the  convention,  1041 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,  398.  402,  790 
printing  the  constitution  and  journal,     814 

982 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,  206 
recommitting  the  report   of    the  com- 
mittee upon  education  and  school  lands  to 
that  committee,  855 

report  of  committee  upon    future    a- 
mendments  to  the  constitution, •    619,  G20,  1031 
residence  of  voter.s,  867 

rules  and  regulations  of  the  boaid  of 
education,  938 

salaries  of  judges,  482,483 

school  fund  ;  distribution  of,  lOOl 

schools  in  each  school  district   ,      •  819 

schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  9G8,  969 

sessions  of  the  board  of  education,  768,  769 
special  committee  upon    the    bill    of 
rights,  226 

stockholilcrs  in  banks,  788 

striking  the  word  white  from  the  con- 
stitution, 672,  G76 
students  allowed  to  vote,  665 
submission  of  laws  to  the  people,            802 
system  of  common  schools,       825,  827,  8a7 


term  of  school  in  each  school  district,    819 
term  of  session  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, 768, 769 

time  of  meeting  of  the  general  J-ssem- 
bly,  515 

vacancies  in  the  office  of  governor,  587 

veto  power  of  the  governor,  525 

vote  of  the  people  upon  calling  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  constitution,  1031 
voters;  residence  of,  867 
"white  ;■'  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,                                              672,  676 

May;  resolution  that  the  convention  ad- 
journ over  till,  496 


remarks  of- 


llr.  Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
Peters, 
Wilson, 


498,  499 
499 
500 
499 
496 

498,  499 


Members    of  Congress  ;    first     election 
under  the  new  constitution  of,  914,  996 

Memorial    from    citizens    of    Delaware 
county  in  relation  to  banking,  24 

in   relation  to    township   and  county 
ofiScers,  24 

in  relation  to  laws  concerning  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  47,  361 
in  relation  to  the  general  assembly,  79 
in  relation  to  the  prohibition  of  intox- 
icating liquors,                                             115,647 
in  relation  to  persons  of  color,  115,  216,395 
in  relation  to  the  size  of  counties,            2l6 
Merritt,  J.  H.,  appointed  fireman^j/o  tem^         5 
elected  fireman,  7 
rate  of  per  diem  of,                                       759 
amount  of  per  diem  of,                                       1050 

Messages  from  Governor   to  the  general 
assembly,  77,  585 

Messenger,  first ;    James    Hawkins    ap- 
pointed 2)ro  tern.  5 
James  Hawkins  elected;                                  8 
rate  of  per  diem,  of,                                         598 
amount  of  2>er  diem  of,                               1050 
Willis  Conard  nominated  for,  7 
Messenger,    second;  George   Clearman, 
appointed  joro /em,                                                    5 
George  Clearman  elected,                             8 
rate  of  per  diem  of,                                       759 
amount  of /)(;r  rf/em  of,                                1050 
AVillis  Conard  nominated  for,                       8 
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Mileage;    of  metubevs   of  the    board  of 
educiiiioii,  Id,  773,  825,  953 

of  members  of  the  general  assembly,       84 

528,  551 
of  members  of  the  convention,      98G,   1003 

1025 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,      936,  987,  988,  989 

Clarke  of  Hearj,  989 

Day,  98G 

Edwards,  986,  987,  989 

GiUaspy,  986,  987 

Hall,  987,  989 

Harris,  988 

Johnston,  989 

Solomon,  989 

Warren,  987 

Wilson,  986 

Military   service   of  the  United  States; 

persons    engaged  in    not  allovfed  to  vote 

unless  they  are  citizens,  36,  869 

Military  service  ;    electors  not  required 
on  days  of  election  to  perform,  36,  860 

Military  to  be   subordinate  to    the  civil 
power,  98,  I2b,  202 

Militia;  appointment  of  committee  upon,        10 
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to  the  sale  of  real  estate  belonging  to,  48 

Miscellaneous  subjects  ;  appointment  of 
standing  committee  upon,  10,  19,  22 

petition  in  relation  to  the  observance 
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the  convention  as  the  reporter  of  the  Ma- 
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Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Hall, 

Harris,  I 

Johnston, 
Prtlmcr, 
Parvin, 
Peters, 
Scott, 
HkiCr, 
Wilson, 
Miilattoes  and    negroes  ; 
militia  of  this  state, 


199 

191 

130, 131, 132 

134,  186,  137 

178,  196,  734,  735 

•187,  188,  190 

175 

195 

172,  174,  176,  184 

185,  186,  188,  195 

172,  174,  176,  178 

189,  190.  39.5,  735 

74,  180,  184,  18G,  188 

200  ! 

735  I 

176,  395 j 

108,  199 

735 

172 

180,  185,  180,  194 

serving  in  the 

641 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  611,  042 

Gillaspy,  G42 

Scott,  641 

Winchester,  642 

Miilattoes  and   negroes  ;    allowing  them 
tho  rijfht  'o  Vote  in  this  state,  649,  GG4,  688,  !tlo 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  656,  6G6,  675 

Edwards, 


9^8, 


667, 

,  G80, 

680, 

672,  075,  691, 


Ells, 
Gibson, 
Gillaspy, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
Parvin, 
Peters, 
Scott, 
Skiff, 

Winchester, 

Municipal  and  political  corporations  ; 

to  hold  bank  stock,  96,  289, 

indebtedness  of,  34,  47,  94,  96 
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of  the  convention  of  reporter  of  the,  28 
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jurisdiction  of  umgistrates    over 
fences  less  than  ft-loRj, 

liability  of  stockholders  la  bnnks, 

lieutenant  governor  ;   salary  of, 
limitation  of  debate, 
limitation  of  state  iudebtedncss 


57 


460 

of- 

124 
372 

786,  787 
597 
501 

270,  272 


distribution  of  the  school  fund, 


122 

129 
846 
763,  785 
766, 917 

772 


location  of  state  Capitol    and    univer- 
«itj;  877,  9S3 

magistrates  ;  jurisdiction  over  ofl'ences 
less  than  felony,  i24 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, j22 
night  sessions  of  the  convention,              573 
number  of  courts,      242,  251,  431,  487,442 
number  of  judges  of  the  supreme  emit,  447 

448 
number  and  classification  of  senators,     517 
number  of  representatives    and    sen- 
ators, 541,542,553 


I  oath  to  be  taken  by  members    of    the 

drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,        82  i  convention, 
election  ofjudges  of  the  supreme  court,  455  j  offering  resolutions  of  enquiry, 


515 
645 


459 
995 


election  of  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 

election  of  United  States  senators, 

filling  temporary  vacancies  in  district 
courts, 

first  election  of  lieutenant  governor 
under  the  new  constitution, 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-five 
daily  newspapers,  23,  25 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 28,  29,  08 

furnishing  members  with  reports  of 
the  supreme  court,  88,  89 

general  assembly  ;  time  of  election  of  275 


40 

885 

24 

657 


124 


general  laws  ;  uniform  opcr,.tion  of, 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates, 

giving  jurisdiction  to  magistrates  over 
offences  less  than   felony, 

hjUling  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 

imprisonment  for  debt, 

indebtedness  of  the    state;  limitation 
of,  270,  272,  277 

instructing  committees  to  report  at  a 
certain  time,  627 

judges  of  the    supreme  court  ;  num- 
ber of,  447,  418  ;  frage, 

judges  of  supreme  court;  election  of,      456'  state  boundaries, 


order  of  business, 

place  of  meeting  of  the  convention, 
printing    the    reports    of  the   special 
committee  on  the  bill  of  rights, 

prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  209 

publication  of  laws  in  newspapers,  530 

publication  of  the  debates,  67 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 735 
reorganization  of  judicial  districts,          460 
reptal  of  banking  laws,                               404 
repeal  of  corporations^                       104,  105 
171,411,  412 
report  of  committee  on  future  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,         611,  626,  639,  640 
102/  I          representatives  and   senators  ;    num- 

I  ber  of,  541,  542,  553 

residence  of  voters,  867 

salary  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  5t)7 

schedule;  report  upon,  1037,  1038 

school  fund  ;  distribution  of,  772 

schools  and  sebotd  houses;  taxes  for,  841,  842 
schools  in  each  school  district,  823 

senators;  number  and  classification  of,    517 
541,  542,  543 
special  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 

218 
141.  142 


129 


58 
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state  indebtedoess  ;  limitalion  of,  270 

272,  277 
state  officers  ;  time  of  electing,  805 

stoclibuldevd  in  bauks  ;  liabilities  of,        371 

786,  787 
subjects  referred  to  committees  with- 
out debate,  33 
supreme  judge?  ;  miinncr  of  electing,     455 
supreme  judges  ;   number  of,            4-17,448 
supreme  judges  ;  term  of  office  of,           471 
suspension  of  specie  payment  by  banks,  403 
taxes  for  scliools  und  school  houses,  S4l,  843 
term  of  office  of  governor,                          590 
term  of  office  of  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,                                                                      471 
term  of  school  iu  each  school  district,     823 
time  of  electing  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,                                                       515 

time  of  electing  judges  and   state  offi- 
cers, '  "  805 
uniform  opera'ion  of  general  laws,          532 
United  States  senators  ;  electiou  of,         645 
university  and  capitol ;  location  of,  877,933 
veto  power  of  the  governor,                       526 
voters  ;  residence  of,                                    SG7 
Paper  folder  of  the  convention  ;  ^Villis 
C  onard  appointed,  95 
rate  of /ler  rffcOT  of,                                       759 
amount  o? per  diem  of,                               1051 
Paper   moni'y;    resolution    of    enquiry 
concerning  issuing  of,                                           39 
to  be  registered  and  countersigned,           96 

344,  775 
to  be  issued  by  banks  only,         97,  403,  420 
Pardoning  power  of  the  governor,  39,  77,  58G 
Parker's  sectional  map  supplied  to  mem- 
bers of  the  convention,  26 

P.irkhurst,     Henry    M. ;    I'csolution    of 
thanks  to,  1034 

Parliamentary  law  ;  Jefferson's  manual 
adopted  as  a  slaiidard  of,  24 

Cushing's  manual  substituted  for  Jef- 
ferson's manual  as  standard  of,  21 

PARVIX,  J.  A. 

appointed  ujjon  the  committee  to  re- 
port the  number  and  character  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  convention  20 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  distribution  of  powers  and 
the  legislative  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee Qi)on  incorporations,  22 


PAGE 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
I  of  the  whule  upon  the  article  on  education 
I  and  school  lands,  598 

I  appointed  upon  the    committee  upon 

j  accounts  and  expenditures,  743 

I  appointed  upon  the    select  committee 

upon  printing  the  journal  andconstitutioo,     815 

asked  to  be  excused  from  &erviug  up- 
on the  committee  upon  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures, 960 

credentials  of,  6 

elected  Piesident  joro  iem.  of  the  con- 
vention, 5 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  distribution  of  powers,  37 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  the  legislative  department,  82 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  to  lay  resolution  of  enquiry 
upon  the  table,  50 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation 10  the  article  upon  state  debts,  S4 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  article  upon  education  and 
sch..ol  lands,  62 

presented  a  petition  in  relation  to  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  negroes,     216 

remarks  upon — 
age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gover- 


nor, 583 

amendment  of  the  rules,  49 

appointment  of  special  committee  up- 
on the  basis  of  representation,  63 

appointment  of  paper   folder  to  the 
convention,  95 

appointment  of  select  committee  upon 
the  bill  of  rights,  224 

apportionment  of  senators,  1011 

apportionment  of  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  544,  1015 
basis  of  representation,  544,  5J6,  654 
banking  under  general  laws,  347,  854 
biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, 510,  C59 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  805,  307 

314,  425 
classification    and    number    of    sena- 
tors, 516,  517,  519 

19 
835 
971 

t.on,  96 


committees  of  the  convention, 
common  school  system, 
common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge, 
compensation  of  the  board  oi   educa- 
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competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests,  176 

contracts  in  certain  cases  for  state  in- 
debtedness to  be  void,  £80 
courts;  number  of,                                      443 
criiniua!  prosecutions ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting,                                                        l-:0,  122 

Cusbing's  manual  as  the  standard  for 
parlirtineutary  practice  in  the  convention,       24 

disiribuiion    of    the    constitution    in 
German,  '  981 

education  of  negroes  and  mulattoes,         6.'. 
election  of  general  assembly,  514,  .")15 

election  of  United  States  senator,  645 

eligibility  to  the  general  assembly,  527 

furnishing  members    with   "coustita- 
tions  of  the  states,"  20 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of   de- 
bates, VO 

giving  each  editor  in  the  State  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1027 

general  banking  laws,  347,  354 

general  lnws  ;  uniform  operation  of,        502 
impairing  the  right  of  properly,  208 

indebtedness  of  the  state,  2^'!,  264,  265,  272 
instructing  committees  to  report  by  a 
certain  time,  627 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  630 

Lee  county  ;  division  of,  999 

liability  of  stockholders  in  bawks,   777,  778 
limitacioQ  of  stat»  indebtedness,      2bl,  264 

265,  272 
making    common     schools     free     of 
charge,  971 

manner  of  conducting  crim'nal  prose- 
cutions, 1.0,  122 
negroes  and  mulattoes  ;  education  of,       62 
negroes  and  mulattoes  holding  proper- 
ty and  giving  testimony,  395 

number  of  copies  of  the  debates  to  be 
printed,  54,  55 

number  of  courts,  443 

number  and  classification  of  senators,     516 

617,  519 
number  of  judicial  districts,  630 

o.ith  to  be  taken  by    the  members  of 
the  convention,  g 

offering  resolutions  of  enquiry,  Si ,  3U 

order  of  business,  220,  221,  329,  -430 

pa|)er  folder  to  the  convention,  9 j 

per  diem  and  mileage  of  members  of 
the  general  assembly,  52 

personal  and  general  explanation,         1U62 
U 
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political  parties  upon  the  question  of 
slavery,  699 

postage  of  the  convention,  1049,  105  i 

powers  of  the  board  of  education,  942 

preamble  and  bill  of  rights  10  { 

preferreil  creditors  of  banks,  790 

printing  the  journal  and  constitution,     742 
814.  974,  975,  977,  979 
printing  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  distribution  of  powers,  37 

publication  of  the  debates,  41,  44,  54 

qualifications  of  voters,  47 

recoi  'mitting  the  report  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee  to  said  committee,  256 

religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 176 

removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  13,  17 

repeal  of incorporat  ons,  10 

report  of  committee  on  future  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  622 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  571 

schedule  ;  report  upon,  1041 

schools  to  bvi  free  of  charge,  971 

senators;  numb  r  and  classification  of    516 

517,  519 
slavery ;  political    parties     upon    the 
question  of,  699 

special  committee  upon    the  basis  of 
representation,  63 

special   committee   upon   the   bill   of 
rights,  224 

special  committee  upon  the  article  on 
incorporations,  785 

standing  committees   of  the   conven- 
tion, 19 
state  bank  and  branches,           -       373,  385 
state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of     261,  264 

265,272 
stockholders  in  banks,  785,  788 

striking   word  "while"  from  the  con- 
stitution, 699 

striking  the   word  "white"  from   the 
article  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  912 

submiision   of   banking    laws    to  the 

people,  773 

system  of  common  schools,  S.'i.'i,      1 

taking  the  chair  as   president  of  the 

convention,  5 

temporary  court  for  the  trial  of  judges 
and  state  officers,  4.  8,  459 

time  of  holding  election   of  memb'-rs 
of  the  gel  eral  assembly,  614,  515 
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PARMN,  J.  A. 

remarks  upon — 

time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  board 
of  education, 

uuiform  operation  of  general  laws, 
United  States  Senators;  election  of, 
veto  power  of  the  governor, 
"white ;"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word, 

"  white  ;"  striking  from  the  article  on 
right  of  suffrage  of  the  word, 

PATTERSOX,  WILLIAM, 

appointed  upon  standing  committee 
upon  the  right  of  sufl'rage, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  militia, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  article  upon  the  leg- 
islative department, 

credentials  of, 

mileage  of, 

olfered  a  resolution  to  admit  to  the 
floor  of  the  convention  the  reporter  of  the 
Kookuk  Times  and  the  Gate  City, 

offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
President  to  appoint  a  chaplain, 

offered  a  resolution  to  give  the  State 
Colonization  Society  the  use  of  the  Con- 
vention Hall, 

remarks  upon — 

appointment  of  select  committee  upon 
the  hill  of  rights, 

city  and  county  indebtedness, 
final  vote  upon  the  constitution, 
giving  each  editor  in  the  State  a  copy 
of  the  debates, 

indebtedness  of  the  Stale  ;  limitation 
of, 

judges  ;  salaries  of, 
judicial  districts;  number  of, 
Lee  county;  division  of, 
limitation  of  State  indebtedness, 
manner  of  conducting  tho  business  of 
the  convention, 

number  of  judicial  districts, 
personal  and  general  explanation, 
recommitting  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on    education  and  school  lands  to 
that  conmiittcn, 


965 
532 
645 
525 

GOO 

912 


22 


510 

6 

102G 


22 


removal  of  the  convention  fi'om  Iowa 
City,  16,  11 

salaries  of  judges,  505 

State  indebtedness;  limitation  cf,  286 

schedule;  report  upon,  10-47 

special    committee  upon   the    bill   of 
rights,  225 

penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures,  to  con- 
tinue under  the  new  constitution,  914,995 

per  diem  of  members  of  the  board  of 
education,  '79,  172,  825,  853 

per  diem  of  members  of  the  convention  ; 
resolution  in  relation  to,  990 

2}er  diem  of  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 30,  84,  528,  551 
personal  explanations, 
by  Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  527 
Edwards,  508 
Gillaspy,                                            1024 

personal  and  general  explanations,  1056 


225 

297 

1055 

1027 

208 
505 
635 

999 
268 

38 
C35 

10G4 


85G 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Gillaspy, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Skill; 

Todhuntcr, 

Wilson, 


1064 
1056,  1064 
1061 
1062 
1063 
1064 
1056,  1065 
1062 
1061 
1062 
1064 
I06i 
1065 
1065 
1060)  1063 


PETERS,  JOHN  H. 

appeared  in  his  seat,  20 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  tho  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,         96 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  tho  schedule,  96 
credentials  of,                                               20 
mileage  of,                                                 1026 
offered  a   resolution   to   adjourn  over 
till  May,                                                                 496 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion 1,0  the  article  upon  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, 46 
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remarks  upon — 


adjournment  over  till  Maj-,  296 

adjournment  sine  die  on  the  fourth  of 

March,  503 

banking-  under  general  laws,  25'7 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  SIT,  318,  417 

805 

competency   of   witnesses,  and  relig- 
ious tests,  198,  199 
county  seats  ;  changing  location  of,         556 
court  of  common  pleas,  644 
courts;  number  of,            241,249,442,444 
46*7,  468,  410 
drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,        82 
exclusive  jui-isdiction   of  the  United 
States  over  territory  in  Iowa,                   209,  213 
general  banking,  357 
indebtedness  of  cities^and  counties,  31Y,  318 

417,  805 
-  judges  ;  salaries  of,  485,  487 

jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over 
territory  in  Iowa,  209,  213 

location  of  county  seats,  556 

number  of  courts,  241,  249,  442,  444 

467,  468,  470 
number  of  copies  of  debates  to  be  pub- 
lished, 57 
personal  and  general  explanations,        1064 
previous  question  upon  the  board  of 
education,                                                           942 

printing  reports  of  the  special  commit- 
tee upon  the  bill  of  rights,  66o 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     204 
publication  of  the  debates,                     57,  58 
religious  tests,    and    competency    of 
witnesses,                                                   198,  199 
repeal  of  corporations,                      144,  145 
salaries  of  judges,                              485,487 
striking  the   word  "  white"  from   the 
constitution,                                                 680,  915 

United  States ;  jurisdiction  over  ter- 
ritory in  Iowa,  209,  213 

"  white ;"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  680,  915 

petit  and  grand  jurors  ;  resolution   of 
enquiry  in  relation  to  the  empanelling  of,         48 

petition ;  right  of  guaranteed  to  the 
people,  100,  129,  207 

petitions ;  from  citizens  of  Delaware 
county  in  relation  to  banking,  24 

in   relation  to  townships  and   county 
officers,  24 

in  relation  to  laws  concerning  the  ob- 
•eervance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,"--    -   47,361 
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in  relation  to  the  general  assembly,  79 

in  relation  to  the  prohibition  of  in- 
toxicating liquors,  115   647 
in  relation  to  persons  of  color,  115,  216,  395 
in  relation  to  the  size  of  counties,  216 
points  of  order;  the  president  of  the 
convention  to  speak  upon,  20 

to  be  decided  without  debate,  after  the 
previous  question  is  ordered,  21 

political  and  municipal  corporations  ; 
not  to  take  stock  in  banking  corporations,       96 
289,  419,  448,  773 
775 


remarks  of- 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Hall, 
Scott, 
Wilson, 


289,  290 

289,  290 

290 

290 


Political  and  municipal  corporations  ;  in 
regard  to  the  taking  stock  in  companies 
for  internal  improvement,  96,  290,  329,  415 

421,  776,  805,  812 
remarks  of — 


Mr.  Ayres, 
Bunker, 
Clark  of  Alamakee, 


291,  292,  297 

306 

51,  318,  324,  418 

421,  423,  425,  426 

427,  777,  808 

Clarke  of  Henry,  52,  301,  325,  343 

344,  418,  805,  806 

Clarke  of  Johnson,     50,  51,  52,  304,  305 

309,  336,  344,  415 

417,  418,  421,  424 

425,  426,427,  776 

805 

Edwards,  293,  295,  300,  301 

304,  306,  316,  330 

335,  421,  422,  423 

425,  776,  806,  812 

Ells,  322 

Emerson,  51,  297,  315,  316 

317,  318,  812 

Gibson,  424,  810 

Gril'aspy,  294,  307,  328,  416 

421,  777,  778,  805 

Gower,  .  290,  294 

Gray,  '         295 

Hall,  51,  52,  292,  295,  299 

302,  303,  303,  307 

313,  314,  324,  327 

328,  332,  343,  421 

>   •■■     •■      '426,806 
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■  Political  and  municipal  corporations  ;  in 
regard  to  the  taking  stock  in  couipauies 
for  internal  improvement — 

remarks  of — 

291,  301 
313,  329, 


Harris, 
Johnston, 


Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Price, 

Scott, 

Ski  If, 


51,  291,  3U'i, 

:  43.  426, 

2e0,  297,  312, 

305    307,  314, 

317,  318,  417, 

313, 
290,  311, 
425,  427, 
811,  776, 
421,  775,  77G, 


Solomon, 

Traer, 

War.  n, 

Wilson,  300,  327,  328,  416, 

Young, 
Political  and  municipal  corporations;  to 
be  restrained   by  law  in  relation  to  assess- 
ments', taxation,  issuing  bonds,  &c.,  96, 

Political  parties ;  their  course  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  slavery,  680,  888, 


306 
425 
342 

776 
423 
298 
425 
297 
805 
335 
422 
415 
808 
778 
777 
51 
422 
421 


344 
915 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  909 

Clark  of  Alamakec,  709 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  888 

Edwards,  680 

Ells,  905 

Gibson,  694 

Hall,  687 

Harris,  905 

Parvin,                           ^  699 

Winchester,  915 

Postage  of  the  couvcntion  ;  resolution  in 

relation  to,  22 

amount  of,  1049 

upon  forwarding  mail  matter  and  slips 

of  the  debates  alter  the  adjournment,  1049,  1055 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clnrk  of  Alamakee,  1050 

Clarke  of  Henry,  1055 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  1050 

Johnston,  1049,  1055 

Marvin,  1049 

Scott,  1050,  1055 

SkiflF,  1056 

TuJhuutor,  1U49 


Postmasters  with  a  salary  of  not  over 
one  hundred  dollars  to  be  eligible  to  the 
general  assembly,  84,  527,  576 

Practice  in  courts  of  justice  ;  resolution 
of  enquiry  in  relation  to,  43 

provision  in  relation  to  a  general  sys- 
tem of,  477 

Preamble  and  bill  of  rights  ;  appoint- 
ment of  standing  committee  upon,         10.  19,  21 

appointment    of     special    committee 
upon,  223 

remarks  of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

223 

225 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

22.*^. 

224 

Hall, 

223,  224. 

225 

Harris, 

224 

Johnston, 

223, 

226 

Marvin, 

226 

Parvin, 

224 

Patterson. 

225 

Todhuntcr, 

223 

Wilson, 

224 

Preamble  and   bill 

of 

rights 

petitions 

and    resolutions   of 

enquiry    referred    to 

committee  upon, 

21, 

89,  80,  115. 

396 

report  from  special 

committee  upon. 

652 

report  from  stand 

ing 

committee  upon. 

46 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  108 

Ells,  100 

Parvin,  103 

Preamble  and  bill  of  rights ;  third  read- 
ing of  article  upon,  1006 

yeas  and   nays  upon  final  passage  of 
article  upon,  1008 

Preferred  creditors  of  banks,         97,  396,  790 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamak  e, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Ells, 

Gillaepy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
parvin. 
Skiff, 
Solomon, 
Traer, 
Wil^son, 
Young, 


397,  400,  791 
401 
397 
402 

396,  397,  401,  790 
398 

398,  402,  790 
790 

396,  397,  399 

403 

398,  399,  400 

896,  399,  400 

399 
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President  of  the  conveulion  ;  election  of, 
remarks  upoa  taiiiug  his  seat  of  the, 
duties  of,       ' 


m  inner  of  addressing  the.  21 

au  hor  zed  to  appoint  a  chaplain,  22 

authorized  to  draw  eeriificates  for 
jayinenl  of  the  reporter  and  printer  of  the 
debates,  2G 

per  diem  of,  7(30 

resolution  of  thanks  to,  1022 

resolution  presenting  a  chair  to,  1022 

closing  address  of,  1065 

President  of  the  senate  ;  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor to  be  the,  77,  588 
per  diem  of,                                              77,  588 
to  sign  bills  that  pass  the  general  as- 
sembly, 83,  525 

Prt-sentment  of  a  grand  jury   required 

in  criminal  prosecutions,  99,  124,  201 

Press  ;  freedom  of,  99,  118,  201 

Previous  question  ;  when  in  order,  21 

to  be  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the 

members  present,  21 

how  it  shall  be  put,  21 

effect  of)  21 

PRICE,  D.  W. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  219 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  incorporations,  430 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  upon  the  executive  de- 
partment, 39 

remarks  upon — 

adding  two  members  to  the  committee 
on  accounts  and  expenditures,  959 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  335 

judicial  districts;  number  of,  629 

location  of  public  lands  by  the  state,      801 
order  of  business,  883,  884 

postponing  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  standing  committee  upon  the  exe- 
cutive department,  219,  329,  430 
prosecuting  attorneys,  475 
publication  of  debates,  42 
repeal  of  corporations,                              151 
residence  of  voters,                                   863 
Printers  of  the  debates,                           26,  53 
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Printer  of  the  incidental  work  of  the 
convention,  24 

Printing  one  hundred  copies  of  the  old 
constitution  for  the  use  of  members  of  the 
convention,  \\    20 

two  hundred  copies  of  the  rules  of  the 
convention,  23 

two  thousand  copies  of  the  new  con- 
stitution for  the  use  of  members  of  the 
convention,  1026 

the  new  constitution  in  the  German 
language,  '743^  glo 

remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  743 
G  wer,  976 
Johnston,  '743 
Scott,  9*76 
Printing  the  new  constitution  in  the  Hol- 
land language,  743,  973,  986 
the  journal  and  constitution,  42,  814,  972 


remarks  of— 

- 

Mr   Bunker, 

978   979 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

973,  974,  981 

Clarke  of 

Henry, 

975,  981,  982 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

814,  815,  973 

974,  975.  979 

Edwards, 

974,  976,  977 

Gower, 

814.  983 

Hall, 

815, 

976,  978,  980 

Harris, 

974 

Marvin, 

814,  982 

Parvin, 

742,  814.  974 
975,  977.  979 

Skiff, 

975,  976.  978 

Solomon, 

'  983 

Traer, 

980 

Wilson, 

973, 

974 

975,977,  978 

Printing    the 

reports    of 

the 

special 

committee  on  th( 

5  bill  of  rights, 

654 

remarks  of— 

- 

Mr.  Bunker, 

655 

Clarke  of 

Henry, 

655 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

654 

Edwards, 

65S 

Gillaspy, 

654 

Harris, 

655 

Johnston, 

655,  656 

Palmer, 

657 

Wilson, 

655 

Winchester, 

654 

Young, 

615 

61 
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Printing  tho  reports  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  right  of  suffrage,  657 


remarks 

c/- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee 

> 

668 

Clarke,  of  Henry, 

660 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

660 

Edwards, 

659 

Gillaspy, 

659 

Hall, 

658,  662 

Skiff, 

657 

Solomon, 

65Y 

Wilson, 

657 

Printing  the  report  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  amendments  to  the  constitution,       36 

Printing  the  report  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  distribution  of  powers,  37 

Private  property  taken  for  the  use  of 
roads,  97,  126 


remarks  of — 

Mr 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

126 

127,128 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

128 

Gillaspy, 

127 

Hall, 

128 

Harris, 

126,  128 

Todhuuter, 

12  7 

Traer, 

128 

Private  property  taken  for  public  uses,         99 

202,413 


remarks 

of- 

.  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 

207,  413 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

413 

Gillaspy, 

205 

Gower, 

205, 206 

Hall, 

206 

Harris, 

202,  204 

Marvin, 

206 

Peters, 

204 

Scott, 

204 

Traer, 

204 

Warren, 

207 

Wilson, 

203,  205,  207 

Winchester, 

203 

Private  roads  ;  damages  for  opening,    04,  126 
Privilege  from  arrest  of  voters    on  days 
of  election,  36,  869 

of  members  of  the   general  assembly 
during  the  session  of  the  legislature,         83,  524 

Privileges  and  immunities,  special ;  pro- 
vision in   relation  to  granting,  04, 104, 143 

407,048,773 


Privileges  and  immunities,    special;   re- 
peal of,  63,  104,  143,  407 

420,  649 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  165 

Clark  of  Alamakee,       106,  107,  111,  113 

114,    156,  411 

Clarke  of  Henry,  104,  110,  111,  115 

152,  154,  165,  168,  712 

Clarke  of  Johnson,         105, 108,  145,  158 

160,  161,  408,  409 

Edwards,  150 

Ells,  104,143,  168,  171,  407 

Emerson,  112,  171 

Harris,  109,  114,  156,  162,  407 

Palmer,  104,  105,  171,  411,  412 

Parvin,  109 

Peters,  144,  146 

Price,  151 

Scott,  104 

Skiff,  164,  168,  407,  408 

Solomon,  161 

Traer,  145,  409 

Wilson,  105,  106,  107,  111 

114,  153,  164,  155 

160,  407,408,409 

Winchester,  15S 

Process;  provision   in    relation    to  the 

style  of,  110,200,457,477 

Profit  and  trust ;  members  of  the  gener- 
al assembly  not  eligible  to  offices  of,         84,  527 

Prohibition  of  articles   of  manufacture 
and  sale,  34,  36,  139,  209 


remc 

rks  of — 

Mr.  Clark,  of 

Alamakee, 

139 

Clarke    of  Joh 

nson. 

139,  20G 

Gillaspy, 

209 

Hall, 

137 

Palmer, 

109 

Solomon, 

139,209 

Traer, 

139 

Prohibition  of  intoxicating  liquors;  pe- 
titions in  relation  to,  115,  647 
provision  in  relation  to,  139,209 
Prohibition  of  negroes    and    mulattoes 
coming  into  the  state,  913 
Property  of  corporations  to  be  taxed,     38,96 
289,  415,  648,  779 
Property  ;  provision  in  relation    to  im- 
pairing tho  light  of,                                   129,208 
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remarks  of — 

^Ir.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

208 

Gilkispy, 

208 

Hall, 

208 

Parvin, 

208 

Wilson, 

208 

Property  of  private    individuals    taken 
for  the  use  of  roads,  97,  126 

remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 

126, 

127,  128 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

128 

Gillaspy, 

127 

Hall, 

128 

Harris, 

126, 128 

Todhunter, 

127 

Traer, 

128 

Property  of  private  persons 

taken  for  the 

use  of  the  public, 

99 

212,412 

remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

207,413 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

413 

Gillaspy, 

205 

Gower, 

205,  206 

Hall, 

206 

Harris, 

202,  204 

Marvin, 

206 

Peters, 

240 

Scott, 

204 

Traer, 

204 

Warren, 

207 

Wilson, 

203 

205,  207 

Winchester, 

203 

Prosecuting  attorneys, 

38,  260 

,  456,  475 

remarks  of- 

- 

Mr.  Edvrards, 

456 

Gillaspy, 

477 

Harris, 

476 

Price, 

475 

Solomon,      ^ 

456,  476 

Parvin, 

120,  122 

Skiff, 

201 

Solomon, 

122 

Todhunter, 

121,  123 

Wilson, 

121, 

424 

738,  740 

Prosecution  of  criminal  offenses  ;  man- 
ner of  conducting,  64,  99,  119,  201,  739 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Chirk  of  Alamakee,  120,  122,  737 

Clarke  of  Henry,     121,  123,  124,  201,  736 
Hall,  120,  122,  123,  730 

Harris,  119,  120,  123,  736,  737 

Johnston,  201 

Palmer,  122 


Protest  against  the  schedule  by  Mr.  Gil- 
laspy, 1037 
by  Mr.  Hall,  1040 
Public  agents  ;  extra  compensation  to,         38 

84,  539 
Public  institutions  of  the  state;  lesolu- 
tion  in   relation    to   the   appointment   of 
standing  committee  upon,  10 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to  the 
location  of,  88 

Public  instruction  ;  term  of  office  of  the 
superintendent  of,  77,  588 

superintendent  of,  liable  to  impeach- 
ment, 83 

abolition  of  the  office  of  superinten- 
dent of,  588,  590 

remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  588,  589 

Gillaspy,  688 

SkiflP,  589 

Wilson,  589 

Public  lands ;  location  by  the  state  of,     648 

801,  811 

remarks    of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  811 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  801 

Hall,  801 

Price,  801 

Public  squares  ;  resolution  of  enquiry  in 

relation  to  vacating,  48 

provision  in  relation  to  vacating,       84,  531 

Publication  of  proposed  amendments  to 

the  constitution  in  newspapers,  34,  36,  602 

of  laws  in  newspapers,  84,  529 

of  the  debates,  22,  40,  53,  67 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Ells, 

Emerson, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 


28,  44,  56 

28,  44,  56 

22,  27,  43 

55,  56,  58,  69 

27,  41,  42,  57 

56 

67 

27,  54,  57 

51,  45,  55 
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Jolinston,  44.  54.  58 

Pai-vin,  41,  44,     4 

Peters,  57,  58 

Price,  42 

Solomon,  •    56 

Todhuuier,  59 

Tiaer,  40,  41,  42 

43,  54,  67,  71 

Warren,  27,  28 

PunUbmeut  of  frauds  in  banking,  392,  419 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Cliirk  of  Alamakee,  394 
Gillaspy,                                   391,  393,  394 

Hall,  392,  893 

Skiff,  892 

Solomon,  393 

Traer,  393,  395 

Wil-on,  393 

Puni.sliuitnt  ot  niisJcmeanors  and  crimes; 
resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to,  48 

Puuiibmeuts  ;  unusual,  not  to  bo  inflict- 
ed, 99,  126,  202 

Purchase  of  Greene's  reports  of  the  su- 
p.eme  court  fur  the  use  of  members  of  the 
convention,  1051 


R 


813 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clai-ke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
TodhuutiT, 
Traer, 


1052  1053 

1051  1052  1053 

1052 

1053 

1052.  1053,  I054 

1U52,  1053 

1053,  1054 
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Qiaint:ince,  John;    appoiiiltd  assistant 
firi  man  for  the  convention, 
rule  itf  per  diem  of 
n  mount  of  per  (Hem  of, 
Qualihiaticins  of  meuibirs  of  the   boird 
of  education,  7tj  7, 

of  members    of  tliif    general    ussem- 

i^'y.  83 

of  the  ^rovernor,  77.  580,  580 

of  mt'iiibers  of  the  house  of  repre>en- 
tatives,  g3 

of  lieuw-narit  governor,        77,58)    58«, 
of  senators,  83. 


Railroad  employees  ;  amendment  in  rela- 
tion to  the  voting  of, 

Real  estate  of  corporations  to  escheat  to 
the  Slate  at  the  end  of  twenij-five  jears,  97.  413 

Real  estate  ;  resolution  ot  tnqniry  in  re- 
lation to  guardians  of  minors  selling,  48 

Rebellion  ;  suspension  of  habeas  corpus 
in  times  of,  99    j26,  2(  3 

state  to  have  power  to  contract  debis 
to  suppress,  52,  273,  279 

R<  committing  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  education  and  school  lands  to  that 
committee,  8.53 

remarks  of — 

Mr   Clarke  of  Hvniy,  855.  857 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  857 

Edwards,  3,5,5 

Ells,  856 

Gillaspy,  853.  854 

Harris,  §54 

Marvin,  !^j5 

Patterson,  856 

Skitt',  854 

Todhunter,  863.  856 

Wilson,  855 

Winchester,  855 
Recommitting  the  report  of  the  judiciary 


committee  to  that  corainittee, 
remarks  of — 


256,  509 


24 

769 
1050 

8   816 

5 1 1] 
597 

515 

5!I7 
516 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  256,  257,  258 

Gillaspy,  257 

Hall,  258 

Harris,  258  269,  509 

Johnston,  256,  257 

Parvin,  256 

Todhunter,  257 

I  Traer,  258 

[      Reconsiileration  ;  when  in  order,  21 

elfect  of  lading  upon  the  table  motion 
for,  25 

Regi.'-tering  and  countersigning  of  bank 
fj'"",  96.  344 

Registering  of  voters  of  the  State,       868.  8u9 

re/narks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson,  8G8 

Harris,  ggg 
Religion  ;    the  legislature  to  [)nss  no  law 

foi  the  establishment  of,  99  118 
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Religious  tests,  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 99,  n2,  179,  661 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Bunker,  199 

Clarke  of  Alamakee,  191 

Clarke  of  Henry,  130,  131,182,  134 

136,  137 
Clarke  of  Johnson,  178,  19G,  734,  735 
Edwards,  187,  188,  190 

Ells,  1'75 

Gibson,  195 

Gillaspy,  172,  174,  176,  184 

185,  186,  188,  195 
Hall,  172,  174,  176,  178 

189,  190,  735 
Harris,  174,   180,  184,  186 

188 

Johnston,  "  200 

Palmer,  735 

Parvin,  176 

Peters,  198,  199 

Scott,  735 

Skiff,  172 

AVilson,  180,  185,  186,  194 

Removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 

City,  5,  12,  22 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Ayers,  16 

Bunker,  14 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  17 

Clarke  of  Henry,  15,  17 
Clarke  of  Johnson,          11,  12,  14,  16,  18 

Edwards,  18,  20 

Ells,  11,  12,  13 

Emerson,  17,  18 

Gillaspy,  18 

Gower,  16 

Hall,  13,  15,  17,  18 

Harris,  17,  18 

Johnston,  1] 

Parvin,  13,  17 

Patterson,  16,  17 

Todhunter,  12 

Traer,  12,  16 

Wilson,  17,  18 
Removal  from  Iowa  City  ;  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  debate 

upon,  35 
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35 


remarks  of— 
Mr,  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gillaspy, 

I 


35 
35 
35 


Hall, 

Johnston,  35 

Traer,  35 

Young,  35 

Removal  of  county  seats  and  boundaries,       46 

532,551,556 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  533,  530,  539,  552 

Clarke  of  Henry,  535,  539,  552 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  552 

Gillaspy,  534. 

Hall,  535,  638 

Marvin,  532,  533,  555,  552 

Peters,  55G 

Scott,  533 

Solomon,  534 

Traer,  5^8,  534,  537 

Reorganization   of  courts  and  judicial 

districts,  116,  260,  460,  507 

628 
remarks  of—^ 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  638 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  460,  507,  635,  636 
Hall,  637 

Palmer,  460 

Wilson,  507,  636 

Repeal  of  laws  in  relation  to  hanking,  97,  405 

G49,  773 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  464, -405,  773,  774 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  404,  773 

Johnston,  406 

Palmer,  404 

Skiff,  404 

Wilson,  404,  405,  406 

Repeal  of  special  corporations,     104,  143,  407 

420,  629 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  1G5 

Clark  of  Alamakee,        106,  107,  111,  1J3 

114,  150,  401 

Clarke  of  Henry,  104,  llO,  111,  115 

152,  154,  165,  168 

412 

Clarke  of  Johnson,      ,  105,  108,  145,  158 

160,  161,  408,  409 

Day,  406 

Edwards,  150 

Harris,  109,  114,  156,  162 

407 
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Ili'])eal  of  special  corporations — 


ren 

arks  of- 

- 

Palmer, 

104 

105 

ITl, 

411,  412 

Piiivin, 

109 

Peters, 

144, 145 

Price. 

151 

Scott, 

104 

Skiff, 

1G4, 

1G8 

407,408 

Solomon, 

161 

Traer, 

145,  409 

Wilson, 

105, 

103, 

107;  111 

114 

153 

154, 155 

160, 

161, 

407, 

408,  409 

AVincbester, 

158 

Repeal  of  tax 

law3 

53, 

273,  279 

Reporters  of  the  courts,  116,260 

Reporter  of  the    convention  ;  resolutioa 

in  relation  to  the  appointment  of,  10 

appointment  of  committee  in    relation 

to,  11 

report  of  committee  in  relation  to,  11 

appointment  of,  12 
resolution  to  furnish    documents    and 

stationery  to,  20 

compensation  of^  25 

resolution  of  thanks  to,  1034 
Reporters  of  papers  admitted  to  the  floor 
of  the  convention, 

of  Gate  City,  19 
Iowa  City  Republican,  19 
Keokuk  Times,  19 
Maquoketa  Excelsior,  23 
North  West,  23 
Reports  of  the  supremo  court  ;  supply- 
ing members  with,  88 


rev 

arki 

of- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  A I 

amakee, 

91,  94 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

89,  93 

Clarke  of  Joh 

nson, 

88, 

89,  90 

Edwards, 

88, 

89,  93 

Emerson, 

88 

Gower, 

88 

Hall, 

88,  89,  91 

,  92,  93 

Harris, 

88 

80,  92 

Johnston, 

94 

Palmer, 

88,  89 

Scott, 

90 

Solomon, 

92 

Todhunter, 

89 

Traer, 

91, 

02,  93 

Winchester, 

90 

Young, 

90 

Reports  of  the  supreme  court  by    judge 
Greene  ;  purchase  of,  1051 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alamiikee, 
Claike  of  Johniou 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Todhunter, 
Traer, 

Reports  of  special  committees — 
on  accounts  and  expenditures, 


1052. 
1051,  1U52. 


1052,  1053, 
1052. 
1053, 


102: 


on  the  basis  of  representation, 

on  credentials, 

on  bill  of  rights, 

distribution  of  the  debates, 
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reference  of  articles  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  their  appropriate  committees  ;  by 
Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

reference  of  subjects  to  committees 
without  debate  ;  by  Mr.  Warren, 

rescinding  the  resolution  fixing  the 
time  for  adjournment  sine  die ;  by  Mr. 
Todhunter, 

returning  to  the  secretary  of  state  the 
documents  furnished  to  members  ;  by  Mr. 
Clark  of  Alamakee, 

rules  of  the  convention  ;  by  Mr.  Gray, 

sergeant-at-arms  summoning  mem- 
bers of  the  convention;  by  Mr.  Skiff, 

sergeant-at-arms  summoning  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  ;  by  Mr.  Wilson,  741 
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360 
500 

23 

877 

1003 


743 

815 

986 

1025 
742 

22 


33 


991 


990 
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741 
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Resolutions,  miscellaneous,  in  relation 
to— 

smoking  in  the  hall  of  the  convention; 
by  Mr.  Todhunter, 

submitting  to  the  people  a  proposition 
to  strike  the  word  "  white"  from  the  con- 
stitution ;  by  the  special  committee  on  the 
right  of  suffrage, 

suppression  of  the  debate  upon,  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  convention 
from  Iowa  City  ;  by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

time  of  daily  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  by  Mr.  Winchester, 

time  of  daily  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  by  Mr.  Edwards, 

thanks  to  the  president  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  by  Mr.  Johnson, 

thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  by  Mr.  Hall, 

thanks  to  the  reporters  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  by  Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

thanks  to  T.  J.  Saunders,  the  secretary 
of  the  convention  ;  by  Mr.  Harris, 

Restrictions  in  laws  in  relation  to  bank- 
ing, 96,  302,  420,  427 

Right  of  sufl'rage  ;  appointmentof  stand- 
ing committee  upon,  10,  ly,  21 

petitions  concerning  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  referred  to  standing  committee 
upon,  115,  21C 

resolutions  of  enquiry  referred  to 
standing  committee  upon,  4'),  47 

report  from  standing  committee  upon,       36 

third  reading  of  article  upon, 

yeas  and  nays  upon  the  linal  passage 
of  the  article  upon. 

Right  of  suffrage  ;   appointment  of  spe- 
cial committee  upon. 
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64!> 

35 
64 
118 
1022 
1024 
1034 
1028 


1008 


1008 
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remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  218 

Edwards,  218 

Gillaspy,  218 

Hall,  218 

Harris,  218 

I'almer,  218 

Warren,  218 

Right  of  suffrage;  printing  of  the  reports 

of  the  special  committee  upon,  CJi 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  055 

Clarke  of  Henry,   .  G55 
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Clarke  of  Johnson,  654 

Edwards,  G56 

Gillaspy,  654 

Harris,  655 

Johnston,  656 

Talmer,  657 

Wilson,  655 

Winchester,  654 

Young,  655 

Right  of  suffrage ;  resolution   reported 
from  the  special  committee  upon,    649,  064,  888 

915 


remarks  of— 

Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 


908,  909 

709 

667,  676 

665,  666,  675,  680 


Edwards,  680,  691 
Ells,                                  672,  675,  691,  905 

Gibson,  694 

Gillaspy,  915 

Gower,  680 

Plall,  687 

Harris,  905 

Marvin,  672,  G76 

Parvin,  699,  912 

Peters,  980,  915 

Scott,  641 

Winchester,  915 
Roads;  private  property    taken   for    the 

use  of,  97,  126 


rcmarlcs  of- 


120,127, 


126, 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Todhunter, 
Traer, 
Roads;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation 
to  the  assessment  of  taxes  for, 

legislature  to  pass  no  special  laws  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  for, 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to 
vacating, 

legislature  to  pass  no  special  laws  for 
vacating,  84, 
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ROBINSON,  M.  W. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  miscellaneous  subjects, 

credentials  of, 

mileage  of, 

oft'ered    an    araendiaent     concerning 
time  of  elections, 

offered  a  resolution  that  Mr.  Peters  be 
appointed  upon  the  standing  committee 
upon  the  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,  and 
the  standing  committee  upon  the  schedule, 
Rules  of  the  convention  ;  appointment 
of  a  special  committee  to  draft, 

report  of  committee  to  draft, 

two  hundred    copies    ordered    to    be 
printed  of  the, 

previous   notice   required    of  amend- 
ment of  the, 

notice  given  of  proposed  amendments 
to  the,  64,  87,  118 

resolution  in  relation  to  amendment  of 
the,  48 


22 


1026 


805 


D6 


23 


26 


remarks  of— 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Henry, 
*Hall, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 

s 


Sabbath  ;  petitions  in  relation  to  the 
passage  of  laws  for  the  observance  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath,  47,  361 

Salaries  ;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 


tion to. 

Salary  of  attorney  general, 
of  auditor  of  state, 
of  district  judges, 

remarks  of- — 


48 

550,  554 

84,  550,  553,  578 

84,  116,  478,  504 

550,  555,  578 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Day, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Emerson, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gray, 


480,  489 

480,  485,  489,  491 

493,  505,  507 

479,  481,  485,487 
489,  491   493,  505 

488,  504 
488 
487 
486 
481 

480,  482,  493,  506 
481,  504,  505,  506 
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480,  481,  483,  484 
486,  491,  505,  506 
507 
479,  483,  484 
482,  483 
605 
485,  487 
506 
479,  483 
479,  481,  490,  491 
493,  S06 
Winchester,  431 

Salary  of  the  governor,  84,  550,  555,  578 

Salary  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  597 


Harris, 

Jlarvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

AYilsoD, 


remarks  of— 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Palmer, 
Scott, 
Traer, 


597,  598 
597 

598 
597,  698 


Salary  of  the  secretary  of  state,     84,  550,  555 

578 

Salary  of  the  supreme  judges,       84,  116,  259 

478,  504,  550,  555 

578 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Day, 

Edwards, 

Ells, 

Emerson, 

Gibson, 

Gillasp3', 

Gray, 

Hall, 


480, 

479, 

489, 


480, 
481, 
480, 
486, 


Harris, 

Marvin, 

Patterson, 

Peters, 

Solomon, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

Winchester, 
Salary  of  the  treasurer  of 


479, 


state, 


480,  489 

485,  489,  491 

493,  505,  507 

481,485,487 

491,  493,  506 

488,  504 

488 

487 

486 

481 

482,  493,  506 

504,  505,  506 

481,  483,  485 

491,  505,  506 

507 

479,  483,  484 

482,  483 

505 

583,  487 

506 

479,  483 

484,  490,  491 

493,  SOf 

481 

84,  550,  578 
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Saunders,  Thomas  J.,  appointed  secreta- 
TJ pro  (cm.  ;") 

elected  permanent  secretary,  7 

appointed  to  superintend  the  pubiica- 
tion  of,  and  to  index  the  journal,  742,  814 

directed  to  prepare  an  enrolled  copy 
of  the  journal  to  be  deposited  in  the  office 
of  secretary  of  state,  738 

compensation  for  superintending  the 
publication  of,  and  indexing  tae  journal,       985 

1005 
compensation  for   enrolling  the  jour- 
nal, 877 
rate  of  per  diem  of,  759 
amount  of  per  diem  of,                               1059 
resolution  of  thanks  to,                             1028 
Schedule  ;  appointment  of  standing  com- 
mittee upon,                                               10,  19,  22 

resolution  of  enquiry  referred  to  stand- 
ing committee  upon,  22 
repof t  from  standing  committee  upon,     914 
third  reading  of  article  upon,                     995 
yeas  and  nays  upon  final  passage  of 
article  upon,                                                     1034 


Mr.  Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 


Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Patterson, 

Todhunter, 

AVilson, 


remarks  of — 

1036,  1037 

1037,  1040,  1041 

1038,  1039,  1042 
1043,  1044, 1045 

1046,  1048 

1037,  1047 
1037.  1038 

1041 

1047 

1037 

1036,  1037,  1038 

1039,  1041,  1042 
1043,  1044,  1046 

1046 
Scholte,  Henry  15.,  employed  to  trans- 
late and  print  the  constitution  in  the  Hol- 
land language,  973,  980 

compensation  for  translating  iind 
printing  the  constitution  in  the  Holland 
language,  1050 

School  districts,  lenglh  of  schools  to  be 
kept  in,  78,  770,  816,  825 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  818,  821,  822 

Ells,  818 

Gibson,  770,  816,  823 


Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Scott, 

Bkiif, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 
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824 

816 

819,  822,  824 

817,  822 

823 

817 

816,  818 

816,  817,  82S. 

819 


School  fund  ;  resolution  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to,  'iO,  47,  48 
agents  of,                                       79,  772,  967 
disposition  of,  and  manner  of  using,  78 
744,  771,  825,  967 
972,  991,  1001 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  818,  1002 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  994 

Gillaspy,  849,  993,  994 

Gower,  744,  772,  850,  1001 

Hall,  772,  994,  lOOl 

Harris,  848 

Johnston,  836,847,  650 

.  Marvin,  lOOl 

Palmer,  846 

Skiff,  847 

Solomon,  848,  972,  992,  1003 

Todhunter,  849 

Traer,  847,  1001,  1003 

Wilson,  993 

School  lund  to  be  guaranteed  all    losses 
by  fraud  or  mismanagement  of  state  offices,  272 

277 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Chirk  of  Alamakee,  378 

Clarke  of  Henry,  279 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  277,  278 

Gower,  277 

Hall,  273,278 

Johnston,  279 

Skin;  277,  278 

Young,  279 
School  fund  ;  when  school  districts  may 

be  deprived  of  their  share  of,  78,  770,  816,  825 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  818,  821,  823 

Ells,  818 

Gibson,  770,  816,  823 

Gillaspy,  824 
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Gowcr, 

Hall, 

PlaiTis, 

Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Scott, 

SkifF, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 
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816 

819,  822,  824 

817,  822 

819 

823 

817 

816,  818 

816,  817,  822 

819 


School  fund;  appoiutment  of  select  com- 
mittee upon,  781 
report  of  select  committee  upon,          1001 
real  estate  of  banking  corporations  to 
escheat  to,                                                   97,  413 

School  lands;  appointment  of  stand- 
ing committee  upon  education  and,       10,  19,  22 

resolutions    of    enquiry    referred    to 
standing  committee  upon  education  and,    40,  47 

report  of  standing  committee  upon  ed- 
ucation and,  78 

recommitting  of   report   to    standing 
committee  upon  education  and,  853 

second  report  from    committee  on  ed- 
ucation and,  871 

third  reading  of  the  article  upon  ed- 
ucation and,  1028 

yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final    passage 

of  the  article  upon  education  and,  1030 

Schools  ;  age  of  scholars,  78,  842 

taxes  for  school  houses  and,  841 

chancellor  of,  78,770,837 

Schools,  establishment  of  a  system  of,   78,  770 

816,  825,  953 
remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of 

Henry, 

828,  829 

Clarke  of  Johnson 

826,  827,  823 

Edwards, 

8;>4 

Ells, 

818,  830,  832,  968,971 

Gibson, 

770,  816,  832 

Gillaspy, 

824,825,826 
827,  829,832,  833 

Gower, 

816,  830 

Hall 

827,  830,  831,  835 

Jlarvin, 

727,  825,  837 

Parvin, 

835 

Scott, 

830,  831 

Skiff, 

828,  830 

Wilson, 

953,  965,  969 

Schools  to  be  free  of  charge,                         968 

remarks 

of- 

Mr.  C  arke  of 

Henry, 

970 

Ells, 

958,  971 

Gillaspy, 

968 

PAGE 

Hall,  9G8,  969 

Marvin,  968,  96. » 

Parvin,  971 

Skiff,  969 

Traer,  970, 971 

Wilson,  969 
Schools;  to  be  kept    up  in  each  school 

district  three  months,  78,  770,  816 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Alamakee, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Marvin, 

Palmer, 

Scott, 

Skiff, 

Todhunter, 

Traer, 
SCOTT,  ALPHEUS, 
appointed  upon  the  standing 
tee  upon  state  debts, 
credentials  of, 
mileage  of, 

remarks  upon-^- 


818,  821,  822 
770,816,823 

8  4 
816 

819,  822,  824 
817,  822 

819 
8:3 
817 
816,  818 
816,  817,  822 
819 


commit- 


6 

1026 


adjournment  sine    die,    on    fourth  of 
March,  502 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant    gov- 
ernor, 580,  581 

adding  two  members  to  the  committee 
on  accounts  aud  expenditures,  ^59 

bcaia  of  education ;        powers  of,  944,  949 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  413,422 

classification  and  number  of  senators,     518 

f  19 
common  school  system,  830,  831 

compensation  of  board  of  education        955 
compensation  of  the  lieutenant   gov- 
ernor, 598 
competency  of  witnesses,                          7;  5 
county  seats  and  boundaries,  533 
counties;  size  of,                                7£9,  800 
courts;  number  of,                                       435 
expenses  of  the  board  of  education,        966 
furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court,  90 
indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties,  313,  422 
indebtedness  of  the  state  ;  limitation 
of,                                                                        271 
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SCOTT,  ALPHEUS, 

irmar/cs    upon — 
jury  trill), 

liability  of  bank  officers, 
lieuteuant  governor  ;  salary  of, 
limitiuion  of  debate, 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness, 
location  of  county  seats  and   bounda- 

number  of  courts. 

number  and  classification  of  senators, 


119 

78a 

598 

r.oi 

271 

533 
435 

618 

:ii9 

1050 


poslatre  of  tlie  convention, 
postage  upon  future  mail    matter    of 
the  convention,  1055 

powers  of  the  board  of  education,  944,  949 
printing  the  constitution  in  German,        976 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,   504 
provision  to  confine  schools  to  uniaar- 
ried  persons,  842 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  S92 

repeal  of  incorporations,  104 

report   of  the    committee    on    future 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  C.06 

residence  of  voters,  8G5 

salary  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  598 

scholars  in  common  schools  to  be  un- 
married, 842 
schools  in  each  school  district,  817 
senators ;  number   and    classification 
"<".                                                                   518,  519 
size  of  counties,                                   799,  800 
state  bank  and  branches,                            390 
state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of,             271 
striking  the  word  "white"'  from  the  ar- 
ticle on  militia,                                                  G41 
system  of  common  schools,               830,  831 
term  of  school  in  each  school  district,    817 
trial  by  jury,                                               811)  | 
'•unmarried"  ;  sti  iking  from  tho    ]no- 
visioa  upon  common  schools,  the  word,         842  ' 
voters  ;  resi<lcnce  of,                                   8(15  I 
"white";  striking  from  the  article  on 
militia  the  word,                                                   (5ll  i 

Second    messenger  ;    George    Okiirman 

appointed /)ro /e»i,  5 

George  Glearman  elected,  8 

rate  of  per  diem  of,  760 

amount  of  per  diem  of,  1050 

Willis  Conrad  nominated  fur,  8 

Secretary   of  the   convention ;     Thomas 

J.  Saumlcis  appointed  pro  Um,  ,', 

Tlioinax  J,  Siiiudt'i-x  clccled.  7 


Philip  B.  Bradley  nominated  for,  7 

authorized  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  payment  of  the  postage  of  members 
and  ofiScers  of  the  convention,  -2 

resolution  in  relation  to  making  up 
the  journal  of  the,  64,  85 

appointed  to  superintend  the  publica- 
tion of,  and  to  index  the  journal,  742,  814 

directed  to  prepare  an  enrolled  copy 
of  the  journal  to  be  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  758 

compensation  for  superintending  the 
publication  of,  and  indexing  the  journal, 


985 
1005 


compensation    for  enrolling  the  jour- 


nal, 


877 

759 

lOoO 

1028 

75,  588,  596 


rate  of  per  diom  of, 
amount  of  per  diem  of, 
resolution  of  thanks  to. 
Secretary  of  state ;  duties  of, 

impeachment  of,  83,  527,  551 

salary  of,  84,  550,  555,  578 

term  of  oflice  of,  77,  588 

first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion of,  914,  91G 

compensation  for  distributingGreene's 
reports,  1049 

compensation     for    distributing    the 
debates,  1005 

Security  of  corporations  for  banking,  96,  344 
802,  419,  775,  789 


rcmarhs 

of— 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

847,  350,  35J 

;3ns,  359,  779 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

346,  791,  792 

Edwards, 

a44, 

346,  351,  789 

Ells, 

347,  348 

Emerson, 

856 

Gibson, 

354 

Gillaspy, 

350,  363,  794 

(Jowcr, 

363 

Hall, 

846, 

348,  350,  352 

353, 

357,  359,  774 

Harris, 

775 

Johnston, 

347 

Parvin, 

347,  354 

Peters, 

367 

Skiff, 

846 

Solomon, 

349,  791 

Wilson, 

355. 
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SEELY,  THOMAS. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  74 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  basis  of  representation,  64 
Senatorial  districts  ;  formation  of,         84,  549 
Senators;  age  of,                         30,  83,  516,  567 
apportionment  of  representatives  and,       84 
540,  652,  1011,  1013 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Marvin, 

Skiif, 

Traer, 

Wilson, 

Senators;  classification  and  number  of,         83 

518,  551 

remarks    of — 


1015,  1016 

1013,  1014,  1015 

1016 

1011 

540,  1014,  1015 

1015 


Mr.  Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Harris, 

Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Scott, 

Traer, 

Young, 
Senators ;  term  of  office  of, 
time  of  electing, 


520 

520 

518,320,  523 

523 

517 

516,  517,  519 

518,  519 

516,  517,  520,  522,  523 

516,  521 

83,  516 

83,  516 


first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion, 914,  977 

term  of  office  under  new  constitution 
of  present,  914,  977 

Sergeant-at-arms    of   the    convention ; 
S.  C.  Trowbridge  appointed  j»ro  iem^  5 

S.  C.  Trowbridge  elected  permanent,  7 

resolution  in  relation  to  the  summon- 
ing of  members  by  the,  '741 
rate  oi per  diem  of,                                       '759 
amount  of  per  diem  of,                               1050 
D.  F.  Gaylord  nominated  for,  7 
Servitude,    involuntary ;    not   permitted 
in  this  state,  except  for  the  punishment  of 
crimen,                                                   100.  l.'iS.  209 


Sessions   of  the  general  assembly  to  be 
biennial,  82,  510,588 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Gibson, 
Gillaspy, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
Palmer, 
Parvin, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 
Winchester, 
Sessions    of  the    board 
number  and  length  of, 

reinarks  of- 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Hall, 
Johnston, 
Marvin, 
Skiff, 

Todhunter, 
Size  of  counties. 


513,  500,  5G2,  563 
561 
oil 

511,  561 
566 

510,  56a 
510,  512,  559 
5X1,  513,  564 

512,  .066 
610,  5U 
510,  559 

560 
563 
562 
of  education  ; 

78,  768,  816,  938 


825 
759 

769 

768,  769 

769 

769 

216,  294,648,  798 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry,  800 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  798,  800 

Emerson,  800 

Scott,  799,  800 

SKIFF,  HARVEY  J. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit.- 
tee  upon  militia, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  incorporations, 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
on  the  right  of  suffrage, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  schedule, 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  pro- 
cure the  printing  of  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  constitution, 

credentials  of, 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  militia, 

mileage  of, 


22 


22 


!19 


648 


1025 
6 

628 
1026 


I'AGE. 


21^ 


741 


1025 


of, 


tion, 
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SKIFF,  HARVEV  J. 

moved  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  on  the  right  of  sutfrsige, 

moved  the  previous  question  upon  the 
publication  of  the  debates, 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
summoning  of  members  by  the  sergeant- 
at-arms, 

offered  a  resolution  concerning  the 
printing  of  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
constitution, 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
location  of  the  state  capitol  and  univer- 
sity, 

remarks  upon — 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, 

age  of  members  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation, 

age  of  persons  to  serve  in  the  militia, 

apportionment  of  representation, 

banliing  under  general  law, 

board  of  education,  T31,  755 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  290,  311,  415 
425,  427,  808 

common  school  system,  828,  830 

common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge,      969 

compensation  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, 

competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests, 

conduct  of  first  messenger,  275,  270 

courts,  number  of,  228,  229 

criminal  prosecutions  ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 

denizens  ;  persons  not  citizens,  other 
than  foreigners, 

disposition  of  the  school  fund, 

distribution  of  the  debates, 


PAGE 


346 


general  banking, 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1027 

guaranteeing  to  school  and  university 
funds  against  losses  by  the  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  state  officers,  277,  278 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 815 

indebtedness  of  the  state  :  limitation 


judicial  districts;  number  of, 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
length  of  sessions  of  board  of  educa- 


265 
631 
795 


limitation  of  debate, 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness, 
location  of  state  capitol   and   univer- 


769 
361,  362 
265 


580 

768 

461 

1011 

346 


sity 


839 
969 


201 
732 
815 


134 
847 
764,  917 
920,  1004 
distribution  of  the  rules    and  regula- 
tions of  the  board  of  education, 

drawing  scats  in  the  senate  chamber, 
eligibility  to  office, 
expenses  of  the  board  of  education, 
extra  sessions  of  the  general   assem- 
bly, 

filling  vacancies  in  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor, 

first  election  of  supreme  judges  under 
the  new  constitution, 

first  messenger;  conduct  of, 


making  common  schools  free  of  charge, 
manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 

natural  rights  of  man, 
night  sessions  of  the  convention, 
number  of  courts,  228,  229 

number  of  judicial  districts,  631 

numl»er  of  the  board  of  education,  767,  768 
number  and  length  of  the  sessions  of 
♦  he  board  of  education,  769 

oath  to  be  taken  by  members  of  the 
convention,  8,  9 

order  of  business,  720,  732,  878,  879 

personal  and  general  explanations,  10  6 

postage  upon  future  mail  matter  of  the 
convention,  1056 

power  of  the  governor  to  call  extra 
sessions  of  the  general  assembly,  583 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,    396,  397,  399 
printing    the    reports    of  the   special 
committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  657 

printing  the  journal  and  constitution,     975 

976,  978 
punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  392 

re-committing  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands  to 
that  committee, 

reftrence  of  resolution  of  enquiry, 
religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 

repeal  of  incorporations,  104,  168,  407,408 
lepeal  of  laws  in  relation  to  banking,     404 
resolution  of  enquiry  in   relation  to 
275,  276    city  and  county  indebtedness,  43 
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172 


201 


9;!8 

82 

812 

953 

583 

587 

995 


854 
81 

172 
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resolution   of  enquiry  in    relation  to 
banking,  39 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of,  847 

schools  in  each  school  district,  816,  818 

schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  969 

sessions  of  the  board  of  education,         769 
state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of,  265 

striking  the   word  "white"  from  the 
constitution,  664,  665 

submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  802 

803,  804 
system  of  common  schools,  828,  830 

term  of  ofiSce  of  governor   and  lieu- 
tenant governor,  586 
term  of  school  in  each  school  district,     816 

818 
university  and  capitol ;  location  of,  839 

vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor,  587 

"  white  ;"  striking  from  the  constitu- 
tion the  word,  664,  665 
Slavery  ;  prohibited  in  this  State,       lOO,  138 
action  of  political  parties  in  relati»» 
to  the  question  of,                             680,  888,  915 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker, 

909 

Clark  of  Alamakee, 

709 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

888 

Edwards, 

680 

Ells, 

905 

Gibson, 

694 

Hall, 

687 

Harris, 

905 

Parviu, 

699 

Winchester, 

915 

Slips  of  debates  to  be  furnished  to 

mem 

- 

bers, 

26, 

53, 

68,  179 

remarks    — fo 

Mr.  Bunker, 

29 

Clarke  of  Alamakee, 

29 

,  69 

70,72 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

69 

Edwards, 

68,  71 

Gillaspy, 

70,  72 

Gower, 

28 

29,  73 

Hall, 

29 

68, 

70,  73 

Harris, 

28, 

68, 

70,  178 

Marvin, 

179 

Palmer, 

28 

29,  89 

Parvin, 

70 

Traer, 

28,  71 

Wilson, 

71 

Winchester, 

29 

Young, 

28,  29 

Soldiers  ;  not  to  be  quartered  in  the 
houses  of  private  citizens  without  their 
consent  in  time  of  peace,  99,  126,  202 

SOLOMON,  D.  H. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  judicial  department,  22 

appointed  upon  the  select  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  74 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  su- 
periatend  the  reporting  and  printing  the 
debates,  174 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  con- 
cerning the  issuing  of  paper  money,  39 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  con- 
cerning the  prohibition  of  articles  of  man- 
ufacture and  sale,  39 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  con- 
cerning the  age  of  state  officers,  47 

remarks  upon — 

appointment  of  special  committeeupon 
the  basis  of  representation,  63 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, 580 

age  of  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, 768 

adjournment  sine  die  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  5O2 

banking  under  general  laws,  349,  791 

basis  of  representation,     546,  549,  557,  578 

579 
board  of  education,  722,  725,  767 

city   and  county   indebtedness,       311,  776 

778 
compensation  of  the  chaplain,  760 

contracts  for  state  indebtedness  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  be  void,  284 
county  seats  and  boundaries,  534 
courts  ;  number  of,  252,  467,  4-70 
criminal  prosecutions  ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 122 
disposition  of  the  school  fund,         848,  972 

992,  1003 
distribution  of  the  debates,      762,  764,  918 

920 
dividing  the  state   into  judicial   dis- 
tricts, 876 
election  of  board  of  education,  768 
exclusive  jurisdiction   of  the   United 
States  over  territory  in  Iowa,                     210,  211 
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OLOMOX,  D.  H. 

remarks  upon — 

extra  sessions  of  the  general  assembly,     583 

584,  585 
furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court,  02 

general  assembly;  residence  of  mem- 
bers of,  5G7,  5T0,  571,  572 
general  banking,  394,  791 
holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, C73 
indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties,         311 

'nG,  778 
indebtedness  of  the  State  ;  limitation 
of,  271 

judges;  salaries  of,  506 

judicial  districts  ;  plan  of,  876 

jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  orer 
territory  in  Iowa,  210,  211 

limitation  of  state  indebtedness,  271 

location  of  county  seats  and  bounda- 
ries, 534 
location  of  the  state  university,                 771 
manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 122 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,     089 
Mills  county,  incorporation  into  sixth 
judicial  district,                                               1000 
night  sessions  of  the  convention,               573 
number  of  copies  of  the  debates  to  be 
published,  56 
number  of  courts,                        252,  467,  470 
number  of  members  of  board  of  edu- 
catiou,                                                           707,  7(38 

number  of  senators   and  representa- 
tives, 541,  542 
order  of  business,                       221,  518,  884 
power  of  governor  to  call  extra  scs- 
aions  of  the  general  assembly,          563,  584,  585 
preferred  creditors  of  banks,  403 
printing  the  journal  and  constitution,     083 
printing   tho    reports  of    tho    special 
committee  on  the  rigiit  of  suffrage,  657 

prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  139,  209 

prosecuting  attorneys,  40G,  476 

publication  of  the  dobatee,  5G 

punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  393 

repeal  of  incorporatioDB,  iGl 

report  of    the    committee   on    future 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  611,  1031 

representatives  andeenotors;  number 
of,  541,  542 


I  residence  of  members  of  the  general 

j  assembly,  567,  570,  571,  572 

residence  of  voters,  861 

salaries  of  judges,  506 

i  school  fnnd  ;  disposition  of,      848,  972,  992 

i  '        1003 

school  and  school  houses;  taxes  for,       841 

I  senators  and  representatives  ;  number 

of,  541,  542 

Special  committee  on  basis  of  repre- 
sentation, 63 
state  bank,                                     •                390 
state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of,            270 
state  university  ;  location  of,                     771 
taxes  for  schools  and  school  houses,         841 
term  of  office  of  the  governor,                   590 
United  States;  jurisdiction  over  terri- 
tory in  Town  of,                                           210,  111 
university;  location  of,                             771 
voters  ;  residence  of,                                 861 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  ; 
to  sign  bills  that  pass  the  general  assem- 
bly,                                                                  83,  525 
when  to  act  as  governor,                     77,  587 
Special  committees,  appointment  of;  on 
the  basis  of  representation,                          63,74 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Parvin, 
Sol»mon, 
Traer, 


63 
62 
62,  63 
62 
63 
63 
63 


Special  committee  upon  the  bill  of  rights; 
appointment  of,  223 

re  marks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  223,  225 

Clarke  of  Henry,  228,224 

Hall,  223,  224,  225 

Harris,  224 

Johnston,  228,  226 

Marvin,  226 

Parvin,  224 

Patterson,  225 

Todhuntcr,  223 

Wilson,  224 

Special  committee  to  ascertain  the  delay 

in  the  publication  of  the  debates,  406 

on  the  distribution  of  the  debates,  766,  780 

on  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the 

journal,  815 
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Special  committee  upon  incorporations; 
appointment  of, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Chxrke  of  Henry, 
Parvin, 
Wincliester, 
Special  committee  upon  the  right  of  suf- 
frage; appointmeat  of, 

remarks  of — 


429 
785 

785 


Sir.  Clarke  of  Henry, 

218 

Edwards, 

•218 

Gillaspj, 

218 

Hall, 

218 

Harris, 

218 

Palmer, 

218 

Warren, 

218 

Special  laws;    provision  in  relation  to 

the  passage  of,                        47,  84,  531,  551 

575 

time  of  taking  effect  of, 

551 

Special  privileges  and  immunities  ;  re- 

peal,                                              104,  143,  407 

420 

469 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  165 

Clark  of ■  Alamakee,  lOG,  107,  111 

113,  114,  150,  401 
Clarke  of  Henry,            104,  110,  111,  115 

152,  154,  165,  168,  412 
Clarke  of  Johnson,        105,  108,  145,  158 
160,  161,408,  409 
Day,  406 

Edwards,  150 

Harris,  109,  114,  156,  162,  407 

Palmer,  104,  105,  111,  411,  4l2 

Parvin,  109 

Peters,  144,  145 

Price,  151 

Scott,  104 

Skiff,  164,  168,  407,  408 

Solomon,  161 

Traer,  I45,  409 

Wilson,  105,  106,  107,  111 

114,  153,  154,  155 
160, 161,  407,  408,  409 

Winchester,  158 

Special  sessions  of  the  legislature  ;  pro- 
vision in  relation  to,  77   533 
Specie  to  be  the  basis  for  state  bank,    97,  373 

709, 785 


Specie  payments  ;  suspension  by  banks 
0^)  97,  403,  427 

remarks  of — 
Mr.  Palmer,  4Q3 

Traer,  403 

Speech,    freedom    of ;    provision  in  re- 
lation to,  f)9^  118,201 
SPRINGER,  FRANCIS, 
appointed  upon  committee  upon   the 
subject  of  the  removal  of   the    convention 
from  Iowa  City,  g 
credentials  of,                                                 q 
mileage  of,                                                 1026 
elected  president  of  the  convention,            6 
remarks  upon  taking  the  chair  as  pres- 
ident of  the  couvention, 

remarks  upon  announcing  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  convention  sine  die,  1065 
resolution  of  thanks  to,  i022 
Standing  army  ;  in  time  of  peace  to    be 
°o,                                                            99,  226,  202 

in  time  of  war  ;  appropriations  to   be 
for  not  more  than  two  years,  99,  126,  202 

Standing  committees  ;  appointment   of,       IG 

19,  21,  22 
appointed  as  follows  upon  : 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  22 

bill  of  rights,  21 

education  and  school  lands,  22 

executive  department,  22 

incorporations,  22 

judicial  department,  22 

legislative  department,  22 

militia,  22 

miscellaneous  subjects,  22 

right  of  suffrage,  2I 

schedule,  22 

state  debts,  21 

State  ;  not  to    become   stockholder    in 
banking  corporations,  96,  289,  648,  775 

location  of  public  lands  by  the,       648,  801 

811 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

811 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

801 

Hall, 

801 

Price, 

801 

State  ;  residence  of  the  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor  in,  77  58O 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
assembly  in,  83,516,557 
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residence  of  voters  in,  3G,  860 

to  Lave  power  to  contract  debts  to  re- 
pel invasion,  suppress  insurrection  and  de- 
'fend  the  state  in  time  of  war  52,  273 

State  bank  ;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation to,  38 
mutual  liability  of  branches  of,         97,  391 

419 

provision  in  relation  to,  96.  373,  419 

619,  785,  859 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Ells, 
Gibson, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
I'arvin, 
Scott 
Solomon, 
Traer, 
Wilson, 
Young, 
State  boundaries. 


387,  389 
373,  859 

V 

380 

381,  3  82,384,  389 

371 

373,  37-4,  377, 

373,  374,  386,  389 

375,  3S3,  3 

373,  385 

3;0 

390 

373 

384,  385,  785,  859 

382 

99,   141,  648,  800 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Edwards, 
Gower, 

Hall, 
Harris, 
Palmer, 
AVilson, 
State  cajiilol  ;  location  of,     i 

remarks   of — 

Mr.  Bunker, 

Clark,  of  Alamakee, 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Hall, 

Harris, 

Palmer, 

Skiff, 

Traer. 


141,  142 
141,  143 
141, 142 

148 
141,  142 

141 
J77,  922,  1017 


934 

928 

924, 925 

920 

877,  930 

971,  840 

877 

125,  922, 

877,  931 

926 

877,933 

839 

1017 


State  colonization  society  ;   allowed  the 
use  ot  the  convention  hall,  34 

State  debts  ;  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  upon,  10,  19,  21 

resolution    of    enquiry    in     relation 
to  city  and  county  indebtedness  referred  to,    34 

report  of  standing  committee  upon,  in 
relation  to  city  and  county  indebtedness,  50 

report  wf  standing   committee    upon 

article  upon  state  debts,  52 

third  reading  of  article  upon,  1022 

yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final   passage 

of  the  article  upon,  1024 

State  historical  society;  communications 
from,  328,  574 

State  indebtedness  beyond  constitutional 


State  census  ;  provision    in  relation    to 


t  iking  the. 


30,  84,  640,  1011 


limitation  to  be  void, 

273,  280 

remarks 

of- 

- 

1        Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson, 

273,  281, 282 

Hall, 

275,  282 

Harris, 

274,  281 

Marvin, 

283 

I'almer, 

274,281,  283 

Parvin, 

280 

Solomon, 

284 

Traer, 

280 

Wilson, 

232,  283 

State  indebtedness  ;  provi 

sion 

in    rela- 

tion  to  the  limitation  of. 

26o, 37G 

remarks 

of- 

- 

Mr.  Bunker, 

271 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

266 

,2G7,  2G8,  272 

Clarke  of  Johnson 

207,  272,  277 

Edwards, 

265 

Gibson, 

263,  270 

Gillaspy, 

261,  2(!2,  2G8 

Gower, 

261,  2G7 

Hall, 

2G8 

Harris, 

269,  270,  271 

Johnston, 

2G7 

Palmer, 

270,  272,  277 

Parvin, 

2GI, 

2G4, 2G5,  272 

Patterson, 

208 

Scott, 

271 

Skiff, 

265 

SolDmon, 

271 

Todhunter, 

272 

Traer,                       262, 

264, 

265,  268,  270 

Wilson, 

261 

203, 

264,  265,  260 

Winchester, 

2G5,  270 
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State  seal  ;  to  be  used   by  the    govern- 
or, TT,  588 

commissions  and  grants   to  be    sealed 
with,  '7T,  "iLS 

State  taxes  resolation  of  enquiry  in    re- 
lation to  the  assessment  and  collection  of,         48 

the  legislature  to  pass  no  special  laws 
for  the  assessment  and  collection  of,  84,  531 

State  university  ;  location  of,  40,  47,  648 

770,  801,  811,  824 

838,  877,  992,  1017 

remarks   of — 


Mr.  Bunker, 

934 

Clark  of  Alamakee 

928 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

924, 925 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

828,  926 

Edwards, 

877,930 

Gibson, 

771,  840 

Gillaspy, 

877 

Gower, 

770,  922,  925, 

Hall, 

877,  931 

Harris, 

926 

Johnston, 

801 

Palmer, 

877,  933 

Skill, 

739 

Solomon, 

771 

Todhunter, 

816,817,  822 

Traer, 

1017 

Winchester, 

801,  839, 1017 

Stockholders  in  banks  ; 

liabilities  of,     95,  363 

419,  785 

remarks 

of— 

Mr.  Chirk  of  Alamakee 

I 

370,  371,  786 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

364 

,  368,  380,  789 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

363 

,  364,  366,  789 

Emerson, 

786 

.Marvin, 

788 

Palmer, 

372,  786,  787 

Parvin, 

785,  788 

Scott, 

785 

Traer, 

787,  788,  789 

Wilson, 

363,  370 

Stocks  as  security  for  b 

anks. 

96,  344,  775 

amount  of  to  be  recorded. 

96,  344,  775 

depreciation  of. 

96,  344,  775. 

transfer  of  to  be  recorded, 

96,  344,  775 

Streets  ;    resolution  of  enquiry  in   rela- 
tion to  the  opening  of,  48 

tlie  legi.shiture  to  pass  no  special  laws 
for  the  opening  of,  .  84,  531 


85 


PAGE 


Students  ;    provision  in   relation    to  the 
voting  of,  665,  869 

Style  of  laws,  82,  510,  558 

Style  of  process,  160,  260,457,  477 

Submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  140 

801,  811 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Gower, 
Gray, 
Hall, 
Harris,    ' 
Marvin, 
Skiff, 
Wilson, 

Submission  of  laws  to  the  people  in  rela- 
tion to  banking,  97,  405,  420,  649,  773 


802 

804 

801,  to3 

802,  804 
t04 
802 

£02,  803,  804 
804 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Parvin, 


773 

773 


Submission  of  laws  to  the  people  in  re- 
gard to  the  changing  of  county  seats  and 
boundaries,  556 

Submission  of  laws  to  the  people  in  re- 
gard to  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  53,  273,  279 

Suffrage,  right  of ;  appointment  of  stand- 
ing committee  upon,  lO,  19,  21 

petitions  concerning  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  referred  to  standing  committee 
upon,  115,  218 

resolutions  of  enquiry  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  upon,  45,  47 

report  from   the   standing  committee 

upon,  36 

third  reading  of  the  article  upon,  1008 

yeas  and  nays  upon  the  final  passage 

of  the  article  upon,  '  1008 

Suffrage,  right    of;     appointment    of    a 


special  committee  upon, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Edwards, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Palm(r, 
Skiff, 
Warren, 


!18 


218 
218 
218 
218 
218 
218 
218 
218 
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Suffrage,  right  of ;  printing  the  reports 
of  the  special  committee  upon, 

remarks  of — 


C34 


Gillaspy, 
Hall, 

Johnston, 
Traer, 


35 


35 


Mr.  Bunker,              ^ 

655 

Young, 

35 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

653 

Supreme  court,  iudges  of; 

classificatioia 

CI     k.   of  Johnson, 

654 

of, 

115,  259,  449,  472 

Edwards, 

656 

first  election  under  the  new  constitu- 

Gillaspy, 

654 

tion  of, 

914,  993,  996 

Harris, 

655 

impeachment  of, 

S3,  527,  551,  574 

•       Johnston, 

656 

jurisdiction  of, 

116,  259,  449 

Palmer. 

657 

manner  of  electing. 

115,  259,  409 

Wilson, 

635 

number  of. 

115,  259,  446,  402 

Winchester, 

654 

remarks  of- 

_ 

Young, 
Suffrage,    right   of;  resolution  reported 
from    the  special  committee  upon,  in  rela- 
tion to  striking  the  word  "  white'"  from  the 
constitution,                                640,  664,  888, 

635 
915 

Mr  Bunker, 

Clark  of  Alamakee. 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Gillaspy, 

464 

463 

448,463,  466 

447,  448,  462,  465 

462 

remarJrs  of — 
Mr.  Bunker,                                            908, 
Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry,                             667 
Clarke  of  Johnson,         605,  666,  675, 

909 
709 
676 
680 

Hall,                                 446,  447,  463,  466 
Harris,                                                        463 
Palmer,                                              447,  448 
Traer,                                                         462 
Wilson,                                              449,  451 
Supreme  court;  reporter  of,                 116,  266 

EdwardS;                                         680 
Ells,                                  672,  075,  691, 
GibsoD, 
Gillaspy, 

888 
691 
905 
694 
915 

Supreme  court,  judges  of; 
remarks  of- 

salary  of,    84,116 

259,  478,  504,  550 

555,  678 

Gower, 

680 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

480,  489 

Hall, 

687 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

480,  485,  489,  491 

Harris, 

905 

493,  505,  507 

Marvin,                                              672, 

676 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

479,  481,  483,  487 

Parvin,                                               699 

912 

489,  491,  493,  506 

Peters,                                               680, 

915 

Day, 

488,  504 

Scott, 

611 

Edwards, 

488 

Winchester, 

913 

Ells, 

487 

Summoning  of  grand  and  petit  jurors  ; 

Emerson, 

486 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to, 

48 

Gibson, 

481 

Superintendent    of  public    instruction  : 

Gillaspy, 

480,  482,  493,  696 

impeachment  of. 

83 

Gray, 

481,  504,  505,  506 

term  of  ofTico  of,                                     77, 

588 

Hall, 

480,  481,  483,  484 

abolition  of  office  of,                            585 

396 

480,  491,  506,  506 

Supervisors,  township;  resolution  of  en- 

507 

quiry  in  relation  to  apuointmcnt  and  elec- 

Harris, 

479,  483,  484 

tion  of, 

48 

Marvin, 

482,  483 

Su])pression  of  debate  upon  the  subject 

Patterson, 

505 

of  the  removal   of  the   convention   from 

Peters, 

485,  487 

Iowa  City, 

S5 

Solomon, 

506 

remarks  of— 

Traer, 
Wilson, 

479,  483 
479,  484,  490,  491 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

33 

493,  506 

Chirkp  of  Ji)lin.-on. 

:{5 

AVinclustcr, 

481 
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Supreme  court,  judges  of  ;  term  of  office 
of,  115,  259,  449,  471 

trial  of  judges  of,  116,  260,  457 

Supreme  court  reports  ;  supplying  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  with,  88 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee, 

91,  93 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

89,  93 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

88,  89,  90 

Edwards, 

88,  89,  93 

Emerson, 

88 

Gower, 

88 

HalL 

88,  89,  91,  92,  93 

Harris, 

88,89,  92 

Johnston, 

94 

Palmer, 

88,  89 

Scott, 

90 

Solomon, 

92 

Todhunter, 

89 

Traer, 

91,  92,  93 

Winchester, 

90 

Young, 

90 

Supreme  Court  reports  by  Judge  Greene; 
purchase  of,  10,  51 


remarks     of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Johnston, 
Todhunter, 
Traer, 

Suspension   of  the  writ   of  habeas  cor- 
pus, 99,  125,  202 

Suspension    of    specie     payments     by 
banks,  97,  403,  427 

System  of  schools  to    be  established  by 
the  board  of  education,      78,  770,  816,  825,  953 

remarks  of — 


1052,  1053 
1051;  1052,  1053 

1052 

1053 

1052,  1053,  1054 

1053 

1053,  1054 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Ciarke  of  Johnson. 
Edwards, 

.    Ells, 
Gibson, 
Gillaspy, 

Gower, 
Hall, 
Marvin, 
Parvin, 


828,  829 

,  826,  827,  833 

834 

818,  830,   832,  968,  971 

770,  816,  823 

824,  825,  826 
827,  829,   832,  833 

816,  830 
827,  830,  831,  835 

825,  727,  837 
835 


Scott, 
Skiff, 
Wilson, 


P..GE 

830,  831 

828,  830 

953,  9C5,  969 


T 


Taking  effect  of  the  laws,  84,  529,  551 

Taxation  ;    resolution  in   relation  to  the 
appointment  of  a  standing  committee  upon,       lO 
Taxation  of  corporations,         38,  96,  289,  415 
Taxes  ;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation 
to  the  assessment  and  collection  of,  48 

legislature  to  pass  no  special  laws  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of,  84,  531 

Taxes  for  schools  and  school-houses,  841 

Teesdale,  John  ;  employed  to  print  one 
hundred  copies  of  the  old  constitution  for 
the  use  of  the  convention,  11 

employed  to  print  two  hundred  copies 
of  the  rules  of  the  convention, 

employed  to   do  the  incidental  print- 
ing of  the  convention, 

rate  of  compensation  for  printing,         1051 
Temporary  courts  for  the  trial  of  judges 
and  state  officers,  116,  457 

Temporary  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
judge  of  the  district  Cdurt,  459 

Term  ol  office  of  attorney  general,        77,  588 
auditor  of  state, 
judges  of  the  district  court, 


20 


23 


24 


77,  588 
115,  259 

455,  472 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Alamakee,  474 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  472,  473 

Gillaspy,  472,  473 

Term  of  office  of  judges  of  the  supreme 

court,  115,  259,  446,  462.  471 

of  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  39,  76 

579,  586,  590, 591 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Gillaspy, 
Hall, 
Palmer, 
Skiff, 
Solomon, 
Wilson, 


586 
590 
580 
580 
586 
590 
586 


Term  of  office  of  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  83,  514,  550 

of  members  of  the  board  of  education,       78 
768,  816,  93 


88 
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of  secrciiry  of  st:ite,  77,  588 
of  senators,  83,  516 
of  fuperiuteiuleiit    of  public    instruc- 
tion, 77,  588 

of  treasurer  of  state,  77,  &88 

Term  of  residence  of  tiie  governor    unci 
Jieuteniint  govci-nor,  77,  580 

of  (he    members   if  the   general    as- 
sembly, 83,  516,  5-57,  5G7,  1015 


remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clark  of  Al^niakee, 
Chirke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 
Edwards, 
Giilaspy, 
Gower, 
Gray, 
Parvin, 
Solomon, 
Traer, 


5C0,  573 

5GS 

568,  1015 

571 

557,  5G9,'  571 

5o8 

567 

571 

507,  570,  571,  572 

557,  558,  572 


Term  of  reiidence  of  voters,  3G,  860,  870 


rcmarkis  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 
Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Gibson, 
Giilaspy, 
Harris, 
Marvin, 
Palmer, 
Price, 
Scott, 
Solomon, 
Testimony;  charajter  of, 

re.m<trk3  <>f — 


SCO,  8G2 

863,  868,  870 

860,  8G1 

862,  864,  870 

867 

«()0 

800,  8G1,  867 

867 
803 
805 
801 
9!),  172 
I7;i,  0:.l,  731 


Johnston, 

200 

Palmer, 

.     735 

Parvin, 

176 

Peters, 

198,  199 

Scott, 

735 

Skiff, 

172 

Wilson, 

180. 

185, 

186,  194 

Thanks  ;  resolutions  of— 

to  officei's  of  the  convention, 

1034 

to  the  president  of  the  couvenlion 

1022 

to  the  reporters, 

1034 

to  the  secretary. 

1028 

Third  reading  of  articles 

upon — 

amendments  to  the  con 

stitutior 

, 

1030 

bill  of  rights. 

1006 

education  and  school  lands, 

1028 

executive  department, 

1017 

incorjiorations. 

1012 

judicial  department. 

1019 

legislative  department, 

1008 

location  of  capitol  and 

nnivers 

ty, 

1017 

militia. 

lOHO 

miscellaneous  subjects, 

1033 

right  of  suffrage, 

10.08 

schedule, 

1034 

state  debts. 

1021 

Thompson,    Francis;    appointed 

door- 

keeper  j!)?-o  Um. 

5 

elected  door-keeper, 

7 

rate  of  per  diem  of, 

759 

amount  of  per  diem  of. 

1050 

V.  IJunker, 

199 

Clarke  of 

.\laiiiu 

kec. 

l'.»9 

Clarke  ol 

llcury 

172,  174,  170,  184 
185,  198,  200.  734 

Clarke  of  Juluison, 

178,  196,  734,  735 

KiKvards, 

187,  las,  100 

Klls, 

17 

Gib:<on, 

195 

Giilaspy, 

172,  174,  175.  184 
185,  180,  188,  195 

Hull, 

172, 174, 170 
178,  189,  190,  755 

Harris, 

171, 

180,  184,  18(3,  18  cp 

Time  of  daily  meeting  of  the  convention,       64 

118 

Time  of  holding  elections,  30,  39,  82,  514 

Time  of  niceling  of  the  general    assem- 
bly, 82,  510 

'J'ime  of  hiildiiig  schools  in  each  district,        78 

770,  81': 

Time  of  taking  cfiFcct  of  laws,       84,  529,  .v 

Tithes  ;  provision  in  relation  to  the  pay- 
ment of,  09.  113 

Titles  of  acts    to    contain  the  subject  of 
the, act,  8-;,  530 

TUl)ilUNTi;U,  LHWl.S 

appointed  upon  tiic  committee  to  con- 
duct ibo  president  of  the  convention  to 
bis  c  lair,  0 

appointed  upon  tiie  stand  ng  commit- 
tee upon  the  executive  department,  21 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  schedule,  22 

appointed  u|)i)n  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine rooms  for  the  convention,  22 
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89 
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1026  ! 


appointed  upou  the  committee  to 
number  tlie  seats  in  tlie  senate  chamber, 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  distribution  of  the  debates, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  upou  miscellaneous  sub- 
jects, 795 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  education   and  school  lands,  859 

credentials  of,  C 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  the  executive  department,  76 

made  a  report  from  the  special  com- 
mittee upon  the  distribution  of  the  de- 
bates, 

mileage  of, 

nominated  James  Hawkins  messenger 
pro  tern.,  5 

nominated  Francis  Thompson  perma- 
nent door-keeper,  7 

offered  i  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
oath  to  be  taken  by  members  of  the  con- 
vention, 8 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  upon  rules  of 
the  convention,  10 

offered  a  resolution  to  furnish  the  re- 
porter with  documents  and  stationery,  20 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
postage  of  the  convention,  22 

offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
secretary  of  state  for  an  abstract  of  each 
county  in  the  state,  34 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  executive  department,  35 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  smok- 
ing in  the  hall  of  the  convention,  115 

offered  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  time 
fixed  for  adjournment  sine  die,  901 

presented  a  petition  in  relation  to  the 
size  of  counties,  216 

remarks  upon — 

appointment  of  special  committee  up- 
on the  bill  of  rights,  223 

board  of  education  ;  length  and  num- 
ber of  sessions  of,  7C9 

compensation  of  the  chaplain,  7G0,  761 

compensation  of  the  secretary  of  state 
for  distributing  Greene's  Reports,        1048,  1049 

criminal  prosecutions  ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 121,   12S 


75 

89 

1027 


denizens;    persons  not   citizens,  other 

than  foreigners,  136 

disposition  of  the  school  fund,  849 

distribution  of  the  debates,       7C1,  763,  853 

917,  919,  921,  1005 

drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,         82 

furnishing  members    with   additional 

newspapers, 

furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court, 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates, 

Greene's  Reports  of  the  supreme 
court,  1052,  1053 

holding 'iiight  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 813 

indebtedness  of  the  State  ;  limitation 
of,  272 

jury  trial,  119 

Lee  county  ;  division  of,  1036 

length  of  sessions  of  board  of  educa- 
tion, 7G9 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness,                272 
location  of  the  state  university,                  816 

837,  822 
manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 121,  121 
night  sessions  of  the  convention,  813 
number  and  length  of  the  sessions  of 
the  board  of  education,  769 
order  of  business,                                          884 
personal  and  general  explanations,         1065 
postage  of  the  convenuon, 
private  property  taken  for  roads, 
publication  of  the  debates, 
purchasing  Greene's  reports  of  the  su- 
preme court,                                              1052,  1053 

recommitting  the  report  of  the  judici- 
ary committee  to  that  committee,  257 

re-committing  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education  and  school  lands  to 
that  committee,  8o3,  856 

removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 
City,  12 

rescinding   resolution  fixing   time  for 

adjournment  sine  die,  1012,  1013 

resolution  of  enquiry,  46 

schedule  ;   report  upon,  1037 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of,  849 

school  in  each  school  district,  816,  817,  822 

sessions  of  the  board  of  education,  769 

I  special   committee    upon    the    bill  of 

rights,  223 


1049 

127 

59 


90 
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TODHUNTER,  LEWIS, 

remarks  vpon — 

state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of, 

term  of  school  in  each  school  district, 

817, 

trial  by  jury, 

university  ;  location  of,  739, 

towns  ;  legislature  to  pass  no  special 
laws  for  the  incorporation  of,  S4, 

township  business ;  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to, 

township  officers ;  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to, 

township  plats  ;  legislature  to  pass  no 
special  laws  in  relation  to,  48,  84, 

township  taxes  ;  resolution  of  enquiry 
in  relation  to, 

township  trustees ;  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to, 

TRAER,  J.  C. 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  re- 
port tlie  number  and  character  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  convention, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  distribution  of  powers,  and 
the  le{<islative  department, 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  miscellaneous  subjects, 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation, 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  su- 
perintend the  reporting  and  publishing  of 
the  debates, 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  incorporations, 
credentials  of, 

gave  notice  of  an  amendment  of  the 
rules, 

leave  of  absence  granted  to, 
made  a  report  from  the  special  com- 
mittee on  basis  of  representation, 
mileage  of, 

moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  sub- 
Btitute  for  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
oath  of  members  of  the  convention, 

moved  a  recon>ideration  of  the  vote 
adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  upon 
reporting, 

moved  to  strikeout  "three  thousand," 
as  the  number  of  copies  of  debates  to  be 
published, 


816 
822 
119 
841 

531 
48 
48 

531 

48 
48 
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21 


74 


179 


289 
6 

37 
276 
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moved  to  limit  the  number  of  copies 
of  debates  to  "  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred,*' 54 

moved  an  amendment  to  resolution 
concerning  the  time  of  the  daily  meeting 
of  the  convention,  C4 

moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  resolution  concerning  offering  resolu- 
tions of  enquiry,  86 

nominated  E.  N.  Bates  for  assistant 
secretary  pro  tern,  5 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
number  and  character  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  convention,  19 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  re- 
lation to  the  article  upon  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  33 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
amendment  of  the  rules,  48 

offered  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  upon  the  basis 
of  representation,  62 

offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the 
counties  of  this  State,  94 

remarks  upon — 

adjournment  sine  di(  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  502 

age  of  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, 937 

age  of  persons  to  serve  in  the  militia,       641 

amendment  of  the  rules,  4ij 

appointment  of  special  committee  upon 
the  basis  of  representation,  63 

apportionment  of  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  540,1014,1015 

basis  of  representation,  543,  554,  578 

biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assem- 
sembly,  590 

cajiitol  and  university  ;  location  ot,       1017 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  516,  517, 

520,  222,  623 

common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge,      970 

971 

compensation  of  lieutenant  governor,     597 

698 

continuing  in  oflice  present  legislative 
iind  State  oflicers,  C46 

contracts  for  State  indebtedness  in 
certain  cases  to  be  void,  280 

courts  ;  number  of,  444 
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denizens  ;  persons  other  than  foreign- 
ers, not  citizens,  132,  136 

disposition  of  the  school  fund,        8-47,  1001 

1003 

distribution  of  the  debates,       7G3,  852,  853 

918,  920,  lOOl 

I        division  of  Lee  county,  1000 

enrolling  the  constitution,  1012 

expenses  of  board  of  education,  96G 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-five 
daily  newspapers,  25 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates, 28,  71 

furnishing  members  with    additional 
newspapers,  75 

furnishing  members    with   reports    of 
the  supreme  court,  91,  92,  93 

general  assembly ;  apportionment  of,      540 

1014,  1015 

general  assembly  ;  residence  of  mem- 
bers of,  557,  5C8,  572 

Greene's  reports  of  the  supreme  court; 
purchase  of,  1053,  1054 

indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties,        421 
775,  776,  777 

indebtedness  of  the  State;  limitation 
of,  2G2,  264,  265,  268 

270 

information   in  relation  to  indebted- 
ness of  counties,  94 

judges  of  the  supreme  court ;  number 
of,  462 

judges;  salaries  of,  479,483 

Lee  county  ;  provision  for  division  of,  1000 

liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  787,  788 

789 

lieutenant  governor ;  salary  of,         597,  598 

limitation  of  debate,  505 

limitation  of  State  indebtedness,      262,  264 
265,  268,  270 

location  of  county  seats  and  bounda- 
ries, '  533,  534,  537 

location  of  State  cap'itol  and  univer- 
sity, 1017 

making  common  schools  free  of  charge,     970 

971 

manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
the  convention,  37 

militia  ;  age  of  persons  to  serve  in,  641 

number  of  courts,  444 

number   of  judges   of    the   supreme 
court,  462 

number  and  classification  of  senators,     516 
517,  520,  522,  523 


number  of  representatives  and  sena- 
tors, 541^  553 
order  of  business,  2I6  732 
preferred  creditors  of  banks,  398,  399,  400 
printing  the  journal  and  constitution,  980 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,  204 
private  property  taken  for  roads,  128 
prohibition  of  articles  of  manufacture 
and  sale,  ^on 

publication  of  the  debates,     40,  41,  42,  43 

54'  m,  71 
punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,    393   394. 
purchasing   Greene's   reports   of  the 
supreme  court,  1053^  ^q-^ 

recommitting  report  of  the  judiciary 
committee  to  that  committee,  258 

removal  of  convention  from  Iowa  City  12  16 
repeal  of  incorporations,  145   409 

report  of  the  committee  on  future 
amendments  to  the  constitution,     604,  607  624 

'  625,'  639 
representatives  and  senators,  number 
*^^'  541,  553 

rescinding  resolution  fixing  the  time 
for  adjournment  sine  die,  jqis 

residence  of  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  557^  ggg^  5^3 

resolution  calling  for  information  con- 
cerning the  amount  of  indebtedness  of 
counties,  g, 

retaining  in  ofiflce  present  legislature 
and  state  officers,  g  .g 

salaries  of  judges,  479^  433 

salary  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  597  593 
school  fund;  disposition  of,  847,  1001,  1003 
schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  970.  971 

schools  in  each  school  district,  §19 

senators ;  number  and  classification 
°f'  516 

517,520,522,523 
special  committee  upon   the  basis    of 
representation,  g„ 

state  bank  and  branches,  3^3 

state  indebtedness  ;  limitation  of,     262  264 
265,  268,  270 
stockholders  and  officers   in   banks; 
liabilities  of,  787,  783,  759 

suppression  of  debate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  convention  from 
Iowa  City,  r,.- 

supreme  court;  number  of  judges  of,      462 
suspension    of   specie    payments     by 
banks,  4()3 

term  of  school  in  each  school  district  819 
university  and  capitol ;  location  of,       1017 
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Transfer  of  stock  in  bunks  ;  provision  in 
relation  to,  90,  344 

Treason  :  privileges  from  arrest  except 
for,  83,  869 

Treason,  crime    of;  not.  pardonable  by 
the  governor,  77,  586 

what  constitutes,  99,  120,  202 

conviction  onlj   on   the    testimony  of 
two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  99,  126 

202 
Treasurer  ;  term  of  oCQce  of,  77,  688 

impeachment  of,  83,  527,  551,  555 

salary  of,  84,  550,  578 

first  election  of,  under  the  new  consti- 
tution, 914,  996 
Trial  by  jury,                              G4,  99,  119,  201 


remarlcs 

of- 

- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee 

y 

119 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

119 

Hall, 

119 

Scott, 

119 

Todhunter, 

119 

Trial  of  judges  and  state  officers. 

116,  260 

457 

Trial  of  criminals  ;  manner 

of  prosecut- 

JDg, 

G4 

,  99,  119, 

201,  736 

remar/c.i 

of- 

- 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee, 

120 

, 122, 737 

Clarke  of  lienry. 

121,  123, 

124,  201 
736 

Hall, 

120,  122, 

123,  730 

Harris, 

119,120, 

123,  736 

737 

Johnston, 

201 

Palmer, 

122 

I'urvin, 

120,  122 

Skiff, 

201 

Kolomon, 

122 

Todhunter, 

121,  123 

Wilson, 

121,  124, 

738,  740 

u 


Uniform  operation  of  general  laws,         84,  99 
lis,  200,  531,  551 


United  States;  jurisdiction  of,  over  ttr- 


138,  2{:9 


210,211 
210,212 
210.  212 

209.  213 

210.  211 


ritory  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Emerson, 
Hall, 
Harris, 
Peters, 
Solomon, 

Wilson,  209,  210,  211,  212 

Winchester,  212 

United    States;  persons    in    the   naval,- 
marine  or  military  service  of,  not   allowed 
to  vote,  36,  869 

stocks  to  be  received  as    security    for 
banking,  96,  344 

United  States  senators;  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to  the  election  of. 


644 


Trowbridge,  S.  C.  ;  appointed  scrgeant- 
at-arms /^ro  (em.  5 

elected  sergeant-at-arms,  7 

resolution  in  relation  to  employing  to 
distribute  the  debates,  1)72 

rate  of  per  diem  of,  769 

amount  of  per  diem  of,  l050 

Trustees;  resolution  of  enrjuiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  appointment  or  election  of 
township,  48 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to  the 
sale  of  real  estate  by,  48 


remarks  of — 

Mr.  Hall,  645 

Palmer,  645 

Parvin,  645 

University  fund  ;  provision    in    relation 

to,  78,  771,  824,  967 

losses  by  fraud  and  mismanagement  of 
state  officers  to  be  guaranteed  to,  272,  277 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,  278 

Clarke  of  Henry,  279 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  277,  278 

Gower,  277 

Hall,  273,  278 

Johnston,  279 

Skiff,  277,  278 

Young,  •  279 

University  lands  ;  provision    in  relation 
to,  78,  79,  807 

University  of    the    state  ;  duty    of.  the 

board  of  education  in  relation  to,     78,  770,  824 

location  of,  40,  47,  648,  770 

811,  824,  838,877 

881,  922,  1017 

remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker,  934 

Clark  of  Alamakee,  928 

Clarke  of  Henry,  924,  925 

Clarke  of  Johnson,  838,  926 
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Edwards, 

Gibson, 

Gillaspy, 

Gower, 

Plall, 

Harris, 

Jolinston, 

Palmer, 

Skiff, 

Solomon, 

Todhuater, 

Traer, 

Winchester, 
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877,  930 

171,  840 

877 

770,  922,  925 

877,  931 

926 

801 

877,  933 

839 

771 

816,  817,  822 

1017 

801,- 839,  1017 

'•  Uniuarried";  striking  the    word    from 

the  question  in  relation  to  scholars  in  com- 

mun  school;',  842 

Use  of  private  property  ;  compensation 
fjr,  97,    126,  202,  412,  420 

remarks  of — 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alamakee,         126, 
Clarke  of  Henry,  203,  205, 

Euierson, 
Gillaspy, 
Gower, 
Hall, 
Ha  ris, 
Peters, 
Scoit, 
Todhuater, 
T.Mer, 
Warren, 
Wi  son, 
Winchester, 


126,   128, 


203, 


127, 

128 

206, 

207 

206 

127, 

205 

205, 

206 

128, 

200 

202, 

204 

204 

204 

127 

128, 

20; 

2.7 

205, 

207 

203 

V 


Vacancies  ;  in  ofRce  of  governor,         77,  587 
in  general  assembly,  83,  524 

in  district  courts,  459 

in  state  offices,  77,  58''> 

elections  to  fill,  648,  800,  811 

Vacating  roads,  town  plats,  &c.;  resolu- 
tion of  enquiry  in  relation  to,  48 

Venue  ;  resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation 
to  change  of,  48 

Veto  power  of  the  governor  ;  provision 
in  relation  to,  77,  83,  525,  589,  596 

Viva  voce;  elections  by  general  assembly 
to  be,  84,  549 

Vote  upon  the  new  constitution;  manner 
of  taking,  915,998 

Voters  ;  qualification  of,  36,  47,  813,  860 

registering  of,  868,  869 


term  of  residence  of, 

remarks  of — 
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36,  860,  870 


Mr.  Clark  of  Alam 

akee, 

860,  862 

Clarke  of  Henry 

) 

863 

868,  870 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

860, 

861,  862 

864,  870 

Gibson, 

867 

Gillaspy, 

860 

Harris, 

860, 

864,  867 

Marvin, 

867 

Palmer, 

867 

Price, 

863 

Scott, 

865 

Solomon, 

861 

Voting  ;    resolution 

of  enquiry 

in 

re- 

lation  to  places  of, 

48 

w 

Walling,  A.  T.,  admitted  to  the  floor  of 
the  convention  as  the  reporter  for  the  Ke- 
okuk Times,  19 

War;  appropriations  for  army  in  time 
of,  99,    26 

state  o  have  power  to  contract  debts 
to  defend  the  state  in  time  of,  52.  273.  279 

Warrants,  judicial  ;  to  be  issued  only  in 
probable  Ciiuse,  99,  118 

WAR   EN,  W  M.  H. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  state  deb  s,§  22 

appointed  upon  s  an  Hng  committee 
upon  amendments  to  the  constitution,  22 

appointed  upon  a  com;ui  tee  to  pro- 
cure the  printing  of  two  th  lusiiid  copies 
of  the  consli  ution,  1025  . 

credent!    s  of  6 

made  report  from  the  stan  'ing  com- 
mittee upon  future  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, 36 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
amendments  t  <  the  constitution,  1032 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  to  reconsider  the  vo^e  order- 
ing the  printing  of  the  report  from  the 
standing  committee  on  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  37 

nominated  J.  H.  Merritt,  fireman  pro 
iejn,  5 

offered  a  resolution  to  admit  the  re- 
porter of  the  Maqiioteta  Excelsior  to  the 
floor  of  the  convention,  23 
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WARREX,  W.  II. 

offered  a  resolution    to   refer  subjects 
to  committees  without  debate, 

remarks    upon — 


813 


allowing  railroad  employees  to  vote, 
appointment  of  the  special  committee 
on  the  right  of  sufi'rage, 

city  and  county  indebtedness, 
conduct  of  the  first  messenger, 
distribution  of  the  constitution  in  Ger- 
man, 

distribution  of  the  debates, 
drawing  scats  in  the  sensite    chamber 
filling  vacancy  iu  the  office  of  governor,  587 
first  messenger  ;  conduct  of,  276 

general  assembly  ;  residence  of  mem- 
bers of, 

indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties, 
judges :  salaries  of, 
mileage  of  members  of  the.conveation,    987 
offering  resolutions  of  enquiry,  87 

private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     207 
publication  of  the  debates,  27,  28 

salary  of  judges,  485 

special  committee  on  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, 218 

white  ;  striking  from  the    article     on 
the  militia,  the  word,  641 


218 

51 

276 

984 

1005 

82 


51 
485 


remarks 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry, 
Gillaspy, 
Scott, 

of— 

• 

641,  642 
642 
641 

Winchester, 

642 

white  ;  submitting  to  the  people  the 
(juestion  of  striking  from  the  constitution 
and  the  article  on  the  right  of  suffrage  the 
word,  (;4'.t,  664,  888,  915 

remarks  of — 


^Ir.  Hunker, 

908,  909 

Clark,  of  Alaraakee, 

709 

Clarke  of  Henry, 

667,  670 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

665,  606,  675 

580,  888 

Edwards, 

680,091 

Ells, 

072,  075,  691,905 

Gibson, 

094 

Gower, 

680 

ITnll, 

087 

llorri.^, 

9fl5 

Marvin,  672,  670 

Parvin,  690.  912 

Peters,  080,  915 

Scott,  604,  605 

Winchester,  915 
wliite  children  only  to  be  allowed    to 

attend  the  common  schools,  828 

WILSOX,  JAMES  F. 

appointed  upon  the  committee  upon 
credentials,  5 

appointed  upon  the  committee  to  re- 
port the  number  and  character  of  the 
standing  committes   of  the  convention,  20 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  judicial  department,  22 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  stUe  debts,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  74 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights.  226 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  incorporations,  430 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  schedule,  628 

credentials  of,  6 

dissented  from  the  majority  report  of 
the  judiciary  committee,  117 

made  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
state  debts,  in  relation  to  city  and  county 
indebtedness,  50 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  state  debts,  in  relation  to  the 
article  upon  state  debts,  53 

made  a  report  from  the  special  com- 
mittee on  incorporations,  648 

made  a  report  from  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  schedule,  914 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  rules  of  the  convention,        10 

moved  to  furnish  members  with  two 
slips  of  the  debates,  C8 

moved  an  amendment  to  the  preamble,     103 

moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill  of 
rights  in  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Statc.i  over  territory  in  Iowa,         1S8 

moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill  of 
rights  in  relation  to  slavery  in  this  state,       209 

moved  to  refer  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  incorporations  to  a  special  com- 
uiiltee,  429 
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moved  an  amendment  to  resolution  in 
relation  to  striking  the  word  "  white" 
from  the  constitution,  so  that  the  question 
should  be  decided  by  the  number  of  votes 
cast  for  and  against  the  constitution,  912 

nominated  Francis  Thompson  door- 
keeper jyro  tern.,  5 

nominated  J.  H.  Merritt  for  fireman,  7 

oflFered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  the  standing  committees 
of  the  convention,  10 

offered  a  resolution  to  print  a  list  of 
the  members  and  officers  of  the  conven- 
tion, with  their  age  occupation,  &c.,  23 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  upon  the  legislative  de- 
partment, 23 

offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  upon  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  34 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
summoning  of  members  by  the  sergeant- 
at-arms,  741 

offered  a  resolution  for  the  employ- 
ment of  an  enrolling  clerk,  742 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
distribution  of  the  debates,  761 

presented  a  petition  in  relation  to  the 
election  of  the  general  assembly,  79 

remarks  upon — 

adjournment  over  till  May,  498,  499 

amendment  of  the  rules,  49 

appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees of  the  convention,  19 

appointment  of  the  special  committee 
upon  the  bill  of  rights,  224 

apportionment  by  the  first  general  as- 
sembly under  the  new  constitution,  998 
apportionment  of  representation,  1015 
apportionment  of  senators,  1011,1012 
approval  of  bills  by  the  governor,  1012 
banking  laws  ;  repeal  of,  404,  405,  406 
banking  under  general  laws,             355,  358 

775,  789 
bank  stock  held  by  municipal  corpor- 
ations, 290 

biennial    sessions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 563 
board  of  education,                    722,  723,  724 
748,  935,  941 
boupdaries  of  the  state,  142 


city  and  county  indebtedness,  309,  327 

328,  41G,  422 
common  school  system,  953,  9G5,  969 

common  schools  to  be  free  of  charge,       969 
compensation  of  board  of  education,       953 

963 
competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests,  180,  185,  186,  194 

contracts    for  state   indebtedness    in 
certain  cases  to  be  void,  282,  283 

courts  ;  number  of  236,  250,  255 

430,  434,  440,  441 
criminal  prosecutions  ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 121,  124,  738,  740 

delay  in  the    publication   of  the    de- 
bates, 496 

denizens ;    persons  not    citizens  other 
than  foreigners,  135,  136 

disposition  of  the  school  fund,  993 

distribution  of  the  debates,  761,  763 

distribution    of    the    constitution  in 
German,  984 

districting  the  state  for  judicial  pur- 
poses, 875,  876 
drawing  seats  in  the  senate  chamber,         81 
election    of  judges    of   the  supreme 
court,                                                             449,  4^11 
election  of  judges  and  state  officers,         805 
enrolling  the  constitution,  1012 
exclusive  jurisdiction    of  the   United 
States  over  territory  in  Iowa,  209,  210,  211,  212 
expenses  of  the  board  of  education,         952 
first  election  of  supreme  judges  under 
the  new  constitution,  995 

first   election    of  county    officers  and 

district  judges  under  the  new  constitution,     996 

furnishing  members  with  newspapers,       23 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  the 

debates,  71 

general  assembly  ;  per  diem  and  mile- 
age of,  528,  529 
general  banking,                355,  358,  775,  789 
general  banking  laws  ;  repeal  of,  404 

405,  406 
general  banking  ;  security  for,         775,  789 
giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1026 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 573,  813,  814 
impairing  the  right  of  property,  208 
impeachment  of  state  officers,  574 
indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties,  309 
827,  328   416,  422 
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per  diem  and   mileage    of  members  of 
the  general  assembly,  528,  529 

personal  and  general  explanations,         1060 

1063 
place  of  meeting  of  the  convpntion,  23 

place  and  time  of  meeting  of  the  board 


WILSON,  JAMES  F. 

remarks  vpon — 

indebtedness  of  the  state  ;    limitation 
of,  261,  263,  264,  265,  266 

instructing  committees  to  report  by  a 
certain  time,  62T  ;  of  education,  965 

issuing  of  paper  money  by  other  than  j  preferred  creditors  of  banks,    396,309,400 

banks,  404  j  printing   the    reports    of  the    special 

judges  of  supreme  court ;   election  of,     449  '  committee  on  the  bill  of  rights,  655 

"^^^  j  printing   the    reports  of    tho  special 

judges  of  supreme  court .;  number  of,       448    committee  on  the  right  of  suffrage.  657 

462 


judges  ;  salaries  of,  479,  484,  490 

491,  493,  506 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of  034 

judicial    districts;    plan    of  dividing 
the   state  into,  S75,  876 

jurisdict'on  of  the  United  States  over 
territory  in  Iowa,  209,  210,  211,  2l2 


Lee  county;    division  of, 


printing  the  journal  and  constitution,     973 
974,  775,  977,  978 
private  property  taken  for  public  uses,     203 

205,  207 
publication  of  laws  in  newspapers,  529,  530 
punishment  of  frauds  in  banking,  303 

recommitting  the  report  of  the  com. 
ittee  on  education   and    school  lands  to 


liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,     363,  370 
lieutenant  governor  ;  office  of,  r,93.  595 

limitation  of  debate,  361,  362,  500 

limitation  of  state  indebtedness,      2iil,  263 
2U4,  205,  260 
making  common  schools  free  of  charge,    969 
manner  of  conJuctitig  the  business  of 
the  convention,  38 

manner  of  conducting  criminal  prose- 
cutions, 121,  124,  738,740 

mileage    and  per  diem  of  members  of 
the  general  assembly,  52S,  529 

mileage    of  members    of  the   conven- 
tion, 080 

municipal  corporations   holding  bank 
stock,  290 

natural  rights  of  man,  732 

night  sessions  of  the  convention,  573 

813,  814 
number  of  courts,  236,  250,  255 

430,  434,  440,  441 
numlier    of    judges    of  the   supreme 
court,  449,  451 

number  of  judicial  districts,  634 

number  of  reproseutativca   and  sena- 
tors, 541,  570 

oath  to  be    taken   by  members  of  the 
convention,  9 

offering  resolutions  of  cntiuiry,  87 

order  of  business,     210,  221,  222,  718,  879 
paper    money   issued    by  other   tliaa 
banks,  404 


999,  1000  I  j^ijj^j  committee. 
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religious  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, 180,  185,  186,  194 

removal  of  the  convention  from  Iowa 

City,  17,  IS 

re-organization ol'jiidi'  ial  districts,  507,  636 

repeal  of  corporations,      105,  106,  107,  111 

114,  153,  154,  155 

160,  161,  407,  408,  409 

.epeal  of  laws  ia  regit d  to  banking.       404 

405,  406 
repeal  of  tax  laws,  280 

repon  of  committee  on  state  debts  on 
city  and  county  indebtedness,  50,  51 

report  of    t'le  com  '  ittee   on  n;i;cnd- 
ments  to  the  constitution,         610,  616,  619.  620 
621,  622,  023    625 
626,     1031,     1032 
report  of  special  committee  on  incor- 
porations, '81 

representatives  and  senators  ;  number 
of,  541,  576 

rescinding  the  resolution    fixing  time 
for  adjournment  siite  die,  1031 

resolution   of  enquiry  in   relation   to 
banking,  •'9 

resolution  of  enciniry  in  relation  to  the 
judicial  department,  60 

rules  of  the  conTention,  10 

salaries  of  judges,  479,  484,  490 

491,  493,  506 
salaries  of  state  officers,  650,  555,  578 
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schedule  ;  report  upon  the,  103G,  1037,  1038 

1039, 1041, 1042 

1043,  1014,  1045,  104U 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of,  993 

schools  to  be  free  of  charge,  9'J9 

security  for  general  biinkino;,  'TVS,  789 

senators  and  representatives  ;  number 

of,  541,  576 

special  comniittee  on  the  bill  of  rights,     224 

state  bank  and  branches,  384,  385,  785,  859 

state  boundaries,  142 

state  indebtedness;  limitation  of,    261.  263 

264,  265,  266 

stockholders  in  banks  ;  liabilities  of,     363 

*  370 
submission  of  laws  to  the  people,  804 

supreme  judges  ;  election  of,  449,  451 

supreme  judges  ;  number  of,  448,462 

system  of  common  schools,       953,  965,  969 
taxing  corporations,  779 

tax  laws  ;  repeal  of,  280 

temporary  court  for  the  trial  of  juJges 
and  state  officers,  458 

term  of  office  of  the  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor,  586 

time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  board 
of  education,  965 

United  States :  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  territory  in  Iowa,  209,  210,  211,  212 

vote  of  the  people  upon  the  question 
of  calling  a  convention  to  revise  the  con- 
stitution, 1031,  1032 

WINCHESTER,  S.  G. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  preamble  and  bill  of  rights,         21 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  basis  of  representation,  74 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  the  distribution  of  debates,  780 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  right  of  suffrage,  860 

asked  leave  of  absence  from  the  con- 
vention, 1034 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

nominated  James  Hawkins  first  mes- 
senger, 7 

offered  a  resolution  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  oflScers  of  the  convention,  6 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
publication  of  the  debates,  22 


PAGE 

offered  a  resoluion  in  relation  to  the 
time  of  daily  meeting  of  the  convention,  64 

ofTered  a  resolution  for  adjournment 
sine  die  on  the  twenty-third  of  February,         478 

offered  a  resolution  instructing  com- 
mittees to  report  by  a  certain  lime,  026 

offered  a  resolution  in  relation  to  for- 
warding mail  matter  to  members  of  the 
convention  after  adjournment,  1012 

presented  a  petition  in  relation  to  a 
prohibitory  liquor  law,  647 

remarks  upon — 

appointment  of  a  special  committee  on 

the  article  upon  incorporations,  785 

apportionment  of  the  first  general  as- 
sembly under  the  new  constitution,  998 

biennial   sessions  of  the   general  as- 
sembly, 562 
courts;  number  of,  445 
distribution  of  the  debates,       761,  763,  766 
850,  851,  852 
election  of  members  of  the   general 
assembly,  514 

exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 

States  over  territory  in  Iowa,  212 

furnishing  members  with  slips  of  the 

debates,  29 

furnishing   members  with  reports  of 
the  supreme  court,  90 
general  assembly;  time  of  election  of,  514 
indebtedness  of  the  state  ;  limitation 
of,                                                                    265,  270 
judges  ;  salaries  of,  481 
judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  633 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over 
territory  in  Iowa,  212 
limitation  of  debate,  5O1 
limitation  of  state  indebtedness,      265,  270 
location  of  state  university,    801,  839,  1017 
number  of  courts,  445 
number  of  judicial  districts,  633 
political  par  ies  upon  the  question  of 
slavery,  915 
printing  the  journal  and  constitution,  978 
printing  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  of  rights,  654 
private  pi  operty  taken  for  public  uses,  203 
prohibitory  liquor  law,  812 
recommitting  report  of  the  committee 
on    education  and    school   lands    to    that 
committee,  855 
repeal  of  corporations,  158 
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report  of  the  cocumittee  on  future 
anieuduients  to  the  constitution,  603,  604 

salaries  of  judges,  '181 

slavery ;  political  parties  upon  the 
question  of,  ^1'^ 

special  committee  on  incorporations,        785 

state  indebtednees  ;  limitation  of,     265, '27a 

striking  the  word  "  white"  from  the 
article  on  the  right  of  sufl'rage, 

suppression  of  the  debate  upon  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  convention 
from  Iowa  City, 

United  States  ;  jurisdiction  over  ter- 
ritory in  Iowa, 

university  ;  location  of,  801,  839,  1017 

"  white  ;"  striking  from  the  article  on 
militia  of  the  word,  9-12 

"white;"  striking  from  the  article  on 
the  right  of  suffrage  of  the  word,  915 

Witnesses ;  a  accused  in  criminal  cases 
to  have  compulsory  process  for,  6i,  99,  119,  201 

qualifications  of,  99,  142,  179,  651 

734 
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remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bunker, 

Clarke  of  Alamakee, 
Clarke  of  Henry, 

Clarke  of  Johnson, 

Edwards, 

KUs, 

Gibson, 

G  iliac  py, 


130,  131,  132, 

136, 

178,  190,  634, 

187,  188, 


Hall, 
Harris, 


172,  174,   17G, 

185,  186,  188, 

172,  174,  176, 

189,  190, 

174,180,  184, 


Johnston, 

Palmer, 

Parvin, 

Peters,  198, 

Scott, 

HkiflT, 

Wilson,  180,  185,  186, 

Writs  of  election  to  bo  issued  by  the 
governor  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  general 
assembly,  83, 

Writs  of  habeas  cerjius  to  be  suspended 
only  when  in  case  of  invasion  or  rebellion 
the  public  salety  may  require  it,        99,  125, 

Yeas  and  nays  ;  to  be  taken  when  re- 
quested by  two  members, 


497 

504 

779 

938 

597 
567 


176 


199 
191 
134 
137 
735 
190 
175 
195 

184 

195 
178 
735 
186 
188 
200 
735 
176 
199 
735 
172 
194 


524 

202 
21 


Yeas  and  nays  taken  upon — 

abolishing  the  office  of  superintendant 
of  public  instruction,  596 

adjournment,  504,  508,  627,  687 

780 
adjourning  over  till  May,  497 

adjourning  over  till  Monday,    315,  500,  507 

646,  647 
adjourning   s'uie  die   on    the  third   of 
March, 

adjourning  sine  die  on  the  fourth  of 
March, 

adopting  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  incorporations, 

age  of  members  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, 

age  of  governor  and  lieutenant  gover- 
nor, 

age  of  senators, 

amendment  of  Mr.  Hall_  to  include  ne- 
groes, Indians,  knaves  and  fools,  in  prop- 
osition of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry  in  relation 
to  the  rights  of  persons  to  use  the  testimo- 
ny of  all  persons, 

amendment  of  Mr.  Wilson,  requiring 
the  decision  of  tlie  question  concerning 
striking  the  word  "white"  from  the  article 
on  the  right  of  suffrage  to  be  according  to 
the  number  of  votes  given  for  and  againsf 
the  new  constitution, 

adpoiutment  of  special  committee  on 
the  bill  of  rights, 

appointment  of  special  committee  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  debates, 

appointment  of  special  committee  on 
incorporations, 

appointment  of  the  special  committee 
on  the  right  of  suffrage, 

article  on  the  right  of  suffrage  ;  con- 
fining resolution  to  striking  out  the  word 
<'wite"  to  the, 

attorney  general  ;  election  of, 

basis  of  general  banking, 

I'asis  of  representation,  554,  555 

biennial  sessions  of  the  general  assera- 

biy, 

calling  a  convention  to  bo  decided  by 
a  majority  of  votes  upon  that  question, 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  to  be 
incurred  by  a  vote  of  the  citizens,  subject 
to  legislative  restrictions. 


913 


225 


496 


430 


219 


912 

478 
775 


567 


1032 


421 


INDEX. 


'^CH 


PAGE 


99 


PAGK 


city  and  counts  indebtedness  to  be 
limited  to  ten  per  cent  upon  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property,  421 

city  and  county  indebtedness  to  be 
limited  to  nine  per  cent  upon  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property,  423 

city  and  county  indebtedness  to  be- 
Hmited  to  eight  per  cent  upon  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property,  421 

city  and  county  indebtedness  to  be 
lin-Jted  to  six  per  cent  upon  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property,  422 

city  and  county  indebtedness  to  be 
limited  to  five  per  cent  upon  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property,  422,  812 

city  and  county  indebtedness  to  be 
limitrd  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,       42"? 

city  and  county  indebtedness  not  to 
be  allowed,  812 

common  schoool  system,  837 

common  schools  to  be  exclusively  for 
white  children,  837 

compensation  of  members  of  the  board 
of  education,  953 

compensation  for  private  property 
taken  ror  public  uses,  205,  207 

competency  of  witnesses  and  religious 
tests,  180, 235 

contracts  for  state  indebtedness  be- 
yond the  codstitutional  limitation  to  be 
void,  283 

court  of  common  pleas  ;  establish- 
ment of,  644 

criminal  prosecutions ;  manner  of  con- 
ducting, 741 

disposition  of  the  school  fund,  1003 

editors  of  papers  in  this  state  to  be 
urnished  with  a  copy  of  the  debates,  1027 

election  of  attorney  general,  478 

election  of  senators,  550 

establishment  sf  the  office  of  lieuten- 
ant governor,  595 

excepting  the  spebial  committees  on 
the  bill  of  rights  and  the  right  of  suffrage, 
from  the  operation  of  the   resolution    in- 
Btructing  all  committees  to  report   by  the 
Monday  following,  627 

expenses  of  the  board  of  education,         967 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  lT)33 

final  passage  ot  the  article  upon  the 
bill  of  rights,  1008 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon   edu- 
cation and  school  lands,  1030 
M 


final  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
executive  department, 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  in- 
corporations, 1024 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
judicial  department,  1020 

find  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
legislative  department,  1017 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
location  of  the  capitol  and  university,  1017 

Onal  passage  of  the  article  upon  mis- 
cellaneous subjects,  1034 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
right  of  suffrage,  lOOS 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  the 
schedule,  lOlO 

final  passage  of  the  article  upon  state 
debts,  1021 

final  passage  of  the  new  constitution     1055 

first  election  of  supreme  judges  under 
the  new  constitution,  £95 

first  election  of  lieutenant  governor 
under  the  new  constitution,  996 

first  electian  in  this  state  under  the 
new  constitution,  937 

furnishing  members  of  the  convention 
vention  with  fifty  slirs  of  the  debates,  30 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-six 
slips  of  the  debates,  68 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-five 
slips  of  the  debates,  30 

furnishing  members  with  twenty-four 
slips  of  the  debates,  68 

furnishing  members  with  daily  news- 
papers, 26 

furnishing  members  with  additional 
newspapers,  76 

furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court,  94 

giving  each  editor  in  the  state  a  copy 
of  the  debates,  1027 

going  into  committee  of  the  whole  up- 
on the  report  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  school  lands,  6J8,  72D 

going  into  committee  of  the  whole  up- 
on the  report  of  the  special  committee  up- 
on the  ri7ht  of  suffrage,  882,  883 

governor  to  be  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  951 

Greene's  reports  of  the  supreme  court; 
purchase  of,  1054 

holding  night  sessions  of  the  conven- 
tion, 8U 

impairing  the  right  of  property,  209 
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indefinite  postponement  of  the  Ab- 
jectof  the  removal  of  the  conTcntion  from 
Iowa  City, 

iudefiaite  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  entering  reports,  reso- 
lutions &c.,  at  length  upon  the  journal, 

indefinite  postponement  upon  the  sub- 
?ect  of  offering  resolutions  of  enquiry. 

indefinite  postponement  of  tho  reso- 
lution to  adjourn  over  till  May, 

indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution to  add  two  members  to  the  commit- 
tee on  accounts  and  expenditures, 

instructing  the  committees  of  the  con- 
vention to  report  by  the  Monday  folio (ving, 
judges  of  the    supreme   court  ;  num- 
ber of, 

judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  457 

jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over 
territory  in  Iowa, 

lajing  upon  tho  table  the  report  of 
the  committee  upon  reporting  and  publish- 
ing the  debates, 

laying  upon  the  table  a  resolution  of 
enquiry, 

laying  upon  the  table  a  resolution  of 
enquiry  in  relation  to  the  education  of  ne- 
groes and  malattoes, 

laying  upon  the  table  a  resolution  to 
furnish  members  with  the  report  of  the  su- 
preme court 

laying  upon  the  table  resolutions  in 
relation  to  fixing  the  time  of  adjournment 
sine  die,  3G1,  379 

.laying  upon  the  table  a  resolution  to 
adjouru  sine  die  oa  or  before  the  fourth  of 
March, 

laying  upon  the  table  a  rcsolutioa  to 
instruct  the  committees  of  the  convention 
to  report  by  the  Monday  following, 

laying  upon  the  table   tho    report    of 


the  fselect  committee  on  incorporations,  780,  792  !  taxable  property 


laying  upon  the  table  a  provision  in 
relation  to  the  prohibition  of  negroes  and 
mulattoes  coming  into  this  state,  913 

laying  upon  the  tabl  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  mileage  of  members  of  the  con- 
vention, 9S9 

Lee  county  ;  i>rovision  in  relation  to 
the  division  of,  1000 

liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  790 

liability  of  ofiicers  of  banks,  790 

lieutenant  governor ;  establishment  of 
the  ofiice  of,  *      595 

limitatiou  of  state  indebtedness  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  277 

limiting  state  indebtedness  to  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  277 

location  and  removal  of  county  seats 
and  boundaries;  552,  556 

making  common  schools  freee  of  charge,  9T2 
mileage  of  members  of  the  convention,    989 

999,  102G 
municipal  and  political  corporations  to 
incur  indebtedness  by  a  vote  of  their   citi- 
zens, subject  to  legislative  restrictions,  321 

municipal  and  palitical  corporations 
not  to  bo  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness,         812 

municipal  and  political  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  tho 
amount  of  ten  per  cent  upon  tho  value  of 
their  taxable  property.  421 

municipal  and  political  incorporat'ons 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  an  indebtedness  to 
the  amount  of  nine  per  cent,  upon  the 
value  of  their  taxable  property,  42S 

municipal  and  political  incorporations 

to  be  allowed  to  incur  an  indebtedness  to 

the  amount  of  eight  per  cent,  upon  their 

j  taxable  property,  421 

Uiunicipal  and  political  incorporations 

C27    to  be  allowed  to  incur  an  indebtedness  to 

the  amount  of  seven  per  cent,  upon  their 
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421 


laying  upon  the  table  a  provision  in 
relation  to  the  prohibition  of  intoxicating 
liquors, 

lay  ing  upon  tho  table  a  provision  in  re- 
lation to  the  voting  of  railroad  employees, 

laying  upon  the  table  an  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  common  school  system 
of  this  state, 

laying  upon  tho  table  a  provision  in 
relation  to  the  location  of  the  state  uni- 
ersity, 


municipal  and  political  incorporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  an  indebtedness  to 

812  the  amount  of  six  per  cent,  upon  their  tax- 
able property,  422,  779 

813  municipal  and  political  incorporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amcftnt  of  five  per  cent,  upon  their  taxa- 

829    ble  property,  422,  812 

night  sessions  of  the  convention,  8 1*4,  958 
number  of  the  judges  of  the  supremo 

640  court,  467 
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numher  of  jiirlicial  districts,  475,  576 

miraher  of  senators  and  representatives, 

ordering  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee on  in'^orporntions  to  a  third  reading,     '794 

ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  article 
upon  the  location  of  the  capitol  and  uni- 
versity, 93-1 

ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  article 
upon  education  and  schools,  9G7 

ordering  the  previous  question  upon 
amendment  of  Mr.  Solomon  to  the  report 
of  the  special  committee  on  incorporations,     792 

ordering  the  previous  question  upon 
the  third  reading  of  tie  article  on  the 
right  of  suffrage,  888 

ordering  the  previous  question  upon 
amendment  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry  in  re- 
lation to  board  of  education,  942 

ordering  the  previous  question  upon 
the  lication  of  the  capitol  and  university,     934 

2}cr  diem  of  members  of  the  convention,     990 

political  and  municipal  corpo-ations 
to  incur  indebtedness  by  a  vote  of  their 
cit  zens,  subject  to  legislative  restrictions,     421 

poli'ical  and  municipal  corporations 
not  to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to 
other  incorporations,  812 

political  and  municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of 
their  tillable  property,  421 

political  and  municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  nine  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of 
their  laxible  property,  423 

political  and  municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowd  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  eight  p.n-  cent,  upon  the  value 
of  their  taxable  property,  421 

political  and  municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  seven  per  cent,  upon  the  value 
of  their  taxable  property,  421 

political  and  municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of 
their  taxable  property,  421,  779 

political  and    municipal  corporations 
to  be  allowed  to  incur  indebtedness  to  the 
amount  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  l^ 
their  taxable  property,  422,  812 

postponing  for  a  time  the  considera- 
tion of  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  of 
rights,  200 


postponing  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port on  the  legislative  department,  219 

postponing  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  incorporations,     238 

postponing  till  the  fourth  of  March 
the  resolution  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  that 
day,  5C4 

printing  the  reports  of  the  select  com- 
mittee upon  the  bill  of  riglit*,  657 

printing  the  reports  of  the  select  com- 
mi.tee  upon  the  right  of  sulTrage,  G'A,  CG4 

printing  the  journal  of  the  conven- 
tion, y'5,  933 

private  property  taken  for  public  use?; ; 
compensation  for,  205,  207 

privileges  and  immunities  ;  repeal  of,     172 

prohibition  of  intoxicating  liquors,  209 

prosecuting  attorneys,  4<i 

prosecutions  of  criminals  ;  manner  of 
conducting,  '*^ 

provision  in  relation  to  future  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  G30,  G40 

provision  in  relation  to  the  expenses 
of  the  board  of  education,  953 

publishing  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
debates,  ^^ 

punishment  of  frauds  in  bunking,  420 

pdnishraent  of  persons  issuing  bank 
notes,  unless  lawfully  engaged  in  banking,     420 

purchasing  Greene's  Reports  of  the 
supreme  court,  10a4 

recess  of  the  convention  until  two 
o'clock,  p.  m.  S87,  989 

recess  of  the  convention  until  seven 
o'clock,  p.  m  ,  814,  953 

recommiaing  the  article  upon  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  to  the  standing 
committee  upon  that  subject,  1032 

recommitting  the  article  upon  theleg- 
islative  depaitment  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee upon  that  subject,  lOll,  1016,  1017 

reconsidering  the  vote  adopting  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  debates,  45 

reconsidering  the  vote  ordering  the 
printing  the  reports  of  the  special  commit- 
tee on  the  ri.^ht  of  suffrage,  6C3 

reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the 
report  of  the  special  committee  on  incor- 
porations, <85 

reconsidering  the  vote  refusing  to  go 
into  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  res- 
olution reported  from  the  special  comrait- 
lee  on  the  light  of  suffrage,  886 
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Yeas  and  nays  taken  upon — 

referring  to  the  committee  on  educa- 
tion and  scbool  lands  a  resolution  of  en- 
quiry in  relation  to  the  education  of  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes,  62 

registry  of  the  voters  of  the  state,  870 

religions  tests  and  competency  of  wit- 
nesses, ISO,  735 

re-organization  of  courts  and  judicial 
districts,  638 

repeal  of  spe  ial  privileges  and  immu- 
nities granted  to  corporations,  172 

rescinding  the  resolution  fixing  the 
time  for  adjournment  sine  die,  091,  1012 

residence  of  members  of  tlie  general 
assembly,  Si7,  5G8,  573 

residence  of  voters,  870,  871 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relaiion  to  ju- 
dicial districts,  878 

restrictions  in  banking  law?,  428 

returning  to  the  secretary  of  state 
documents  furnished  to  members  of  the 
convention,  991 

salaries  of  judges ;  from  two  to  three 
thousand  dollars;  district  court  from  one 
thousand  fi^e  hundred  to  two  tiiousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  -ISO 

salariesof  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
not  less  than  two  thousand  fivo  hundred 
dollars,  481 

salaries  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars,  481 

salariesof  district  judges  not  less  than 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  481 

salaries  of  the  supreme  judgis  at  not 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars  ;  and  dis- 
trict judges  at  not  more  than  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  845 

salaries  of  the  district  judges  ;  recon- 
sidering the  vote  fixing  them  at  not  less 
than  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,         485 

salaries  of  district  judges  at  not  less 
than  two  thousand  dollars,  491 

salaries  of  the  supreme  judges  ;  recon- 
sidering the  vote  fixing  them  at  two  tlioii- 
Band  dollars,  491 

salaries  of  the  supreme  judges  to  be 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
and  of  the  district  judges  two  thousand 
each,  until  18G0,  when  they  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  legislature,  but  not  to  exceed  four 
tboasand  dollars  each,  4(  f 
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837 

837 
1003 
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salaries  of  the  supreme  judges  to  be 
two  thousand  dollars  each,  and  district 
judges  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 
each,  until  18G0,  when  they  shall  be  fix»d 
by  law, 

salaries  of  the  district  judges  to  be 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  each, 

salary  of  lieutenant  governor, 

salaries  of  state  officers, 

school  system  of  this  state, 

schools  to  be  confined  to  white  chil- 
dren, 

school  fund  ;  disposition  of, 

special  legislation, 

state  indebtedness  to  be  limited  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars, 

state  indebtedness  to  be  limited  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 

striking  out  "three  thousand"  as  the 
number  of  debates  to  be  published, 

striking  out  twenty- five  as  the  num- 
ber of  slips  of  the  debates  to  be  furnished 
to  members, 

striking  from  the  article  on  miscella- 
neous subjects  the  section  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  the  university, 

striking  from  the  article  upon  miscel- 
laneous subjects  the  section  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  public  lands  by  the  state, 

submission  of  laws  to  the  people, 

submission  to  the  people  of  the  ques- 
tion of  locating  the  capitol  aud  university,  9,  34 

submitting  to  the  people  the  question 
of  striking  the  word  "  white"  from  the  ar- 
ticle on  the  right  of  suffrage, 

substitute  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Johnson 
for  provisions  in  relation  to  banking, 

substituting  the  word  "  equal"  for  the 
word  "independent"  in  the  first  section  of 
the  article  on  the  bill  of  rights,  734 

substitute  of  Mr.  Clarke  of  Henry  iu 
relation  to  the  powers  of  the  board  of 
education,  845,  951 

substitute  of  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  education  and 
schools,  937 

substituting  the  secretary  of  state  for 
S.  C.  Trowbridge  to  distribute  the  debates,    1005 

superintendent  of  public  instruction; 
abolition  of  t  le  office  of, 

ta.xing  corporations, 

term  ot  office  of  district  judges, 

term  of  office  of  the  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor,  £91,  597 
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time  of  electing  members  of  tlie  gen- 
eral assembly,  oYS 

university  ;  provision  in  relation  to,         841 

•white  children  only  to  be  allowed  to 
attend  the  common  schools  in  this  state,         837 

word  "  white"  in  the  article  on  the 
right  of  suffrage,  912 

YOUNG,  JAMES  A. 

appointed  upon  the  standing  commit- 
tee upon  the  schedule,  22 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
upon  incorporations,  430 

appointed  upon  the  special  committee 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
printing  the  debates,  496 

appointed  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  amendments  to  the  constitution,     606 

asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
upon  the  standing  committee  on  the  sched- 
ule, 648 

credentials  of,  6 

mileage  of,  1026 

moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  upon  reporting  and 
publishing  the  debates,  45 

moved   a  re-consideration  of  the  vote 
ordering  the  reports  of  the  special  commit- 
tee upon  the  right  of  suffrage  to  be  printed,     651 
remarks  upon — 

adjournment  sine  die  on  the  fourth  of 
March,  503 

adding  two  members  to  the  commit- 
tee on  accounts  and  expenditures,  958 

bank  of  the  state,  382 

city  and  county  indebtedness,  421 

classification  and  number  of  senators,     516 

521 


103 


PAGE 


conduct  of  first  messenger,  276 

distribution  of  the  debates,  8-52,  917 

election  of  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, 514,  576 
first  messenger  ;  conduct  of,  276 
furnishing  members  with  slips  of  de- 
bates,                                                             28,  29 

furnishing  members  with  the  reports 
of  the  supreme  court, 

general  assembly  ;  time  of  election  of, 
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guaranteeing  school  and  university 
fund  against  losses  from  the  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  state  ofiicers,  279 
indebtedness  of  cities  and  counties,  421 
judicial  districts  ;  number  of,  632,  634 
liability  of  stockholders  in  banks,  370 
number  and  classification  of  senators,     5ll6 

521 
number  of  judicial  districts,  632,  634 

preferred  creditors  of  banks,  399 

printing  the  reports  of  the  special 
committee  on  the  bill  of  rights, 

resolution  calling  for  information  con- 
cerning the  amount  of  county  and  city  in 
debtedness, 

resolution  of  enquiry  in  relation  to 
the  judicial  department,  66 

senators ;  number  and  classification 
of,  516, 521 

state  bank  and  branches,  382 

stockholders  in  banks ;  liabilities  of,       370 
suppression   of  the  debate   upon  the 
subject  of  the  removal   of  the  convention 
from  Iowa  City,  85 

Young,  Rev.  Mr.,  opened  the  convention 
with  prayer  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,         5 
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